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'P  R  E 

AS  we  proceed  in  our  Work,  the  Third  Vo¬ 
lume  of  which  we  have  now  the  fatisfadtion 
of  prefenting  to  the  public,  the  events  related  in  it 
become  more  and  more  deferving  of  attention.  The 
year  i? 82  not  only  difplays  a  variety  of  military 
and  naval  tranfadlions,  among  which  the  fiege  of 
Gibraltar  fhines  with  extraordinary  luftre,  but  exhi¬ 
bits  a  very  important  revolution  in  the  national 
counfels,  whence  great  confequences  refulted.  The 
removal  of  a  miniftry  that  had  fo  long  held  the 
reins  of  power,  and  the  appointment  of  thofe 
men  to  all  the  chief  departments  of  government, 
who  had  profeiTed  the  moft  oppofite  principles^  and 
who  had  uniformly  oppofed  the  American  war, 
were  objedts  highly  interefling  to  the  whole  king¬ 
dom.  The  divifion,  indeed,  that  foon  took  place 
in  the  cabinet,  threw  a  confiderable  damp  upon  the 
expeditions  of  the  people  ;  but  whatever  other 
bad  effedts  might  proceed  from  it,  the  projedted 
plan  of  pacification  was  not  hereby  prevented. 
Such  meafures  were  purfued  as  tended  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  extenfive  and  deflrudtive  conteft  in  which 
yvQ  were  engaged.  The  final  refult  of  thefe  mea~ 

A  2  hires, 


IT 


B  R  E  F  A  G  Er 

fares,  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  and  in 
the  eftabliCh merit  of  a  general  peace,  will  form  part 
of  the  Hiftory  of  1783,, 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  the  reftoration  of 
tranquillity  wkh  foreign  nations  will  hereafter  ren¬ 
der  the  hiftqrical  departments  of  our  work  lefs 
interefting  and  entertaining  than  they  have  hitherto 
been.  But  this  is  a  cafe  which  is  not  likely  to  hap¬ 
pen.  The  internal  ftate  of  the  Britiih  dominions 
affords  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  many  things  may 
occur  to  keep  our  minds  in  agitation,  and  even  in 
alarm.  No  one  can  doubt  of  this,  who  ferioufly 
reflects  on  the  parties  into  which  we  are  divided* 
and  particularly  on  the  tendency  there  is  in  En¬ 
gland,  Scotland,  and,  above  all,  in  Ireland,  to  de¬ 
mand  important  reforms  in  the  conftitution.  In¬ 
deed,  from  the  new  fentiments,  principles,  and 
views  which  are  rifing  up  in  the  world,  Europe  it- 
felf  feems  to  be  approaching  towards  feme  general 
crifis.  What  will  be  the  effedt  of  the  movements 
which  are  commencing  in  Ruffia,  Turkey,  and  the 
territories  of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  we  are  not 
able  to  fay.  Perhaps  the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  in 
which  the  expuluon  of  the  Grand  Signor  from  his 
European  dominions  may  introduce  a  revolution 
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that  iliall  give  a  totally  different  face  of  things  to 
that  part  of  the  globe.  In  short,  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  that  either  the  Britifh  or  Foreign  Hiftory 
will  grow  languid,  from  the  want  of  events  fuffi- 

ciently  copious  and  interefting  to  claim  the  public 

/ 

attention.  It  will  be  our  bufmefs  and  duty  to  take 
care,  that  nothing  be  omitted  by  us,  which  merits 
the  pen  of  the  hiftorian,  and  is  calculated  to  excite 
the  reflexions  of  the  philofopher. 

In  a  time  of  peace,  the  alts  of  peace,  the  prog  refs 
of  fcience  and  literature,  and  of  whatever  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  improvement  of  fociety,  will  demand 
our  particular  notice.  The  fpecimens  we  have  al¬ 
ready  afforded  of  our  regard  to  thefe  things,  will, 
we  truft,  infpire  our  readers  with  good  hopes  in 
refpeX  to  our  future  conduct 

i 

It  is  neceflary  to  mention  an  alteration  which  has 
been  made  in  the  introductory  part  of  our  under¬ 
taking.  Upon  mature  reflection,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable,  inftead  of  immediately  proceeding  to  the 
confideration  of  the  objeCt  proposed  laft  year,  to  re¬ 
vert  backward,  and  to  give,  in  this  and  fome  fucceed- 
ing  Volumes,  a  coneife  view  of  the  State  of  Know¬ 
ledge,  Literature,  and  Tafte,  in  Great  Britain,  from 
the  earlieft  Times  to  the  Death  of  Queen  Anne.  This 
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is  in  itfelf  both  a  pleafmg,  and  inftruftive  fubjeft; 
and,  when  completed,  will  enable  us  to  profecute 
the  remainder  of  our  defign  with  peculiar  ad¬ 
vantage. 

W e  have  only  farther  to  add,  "with  relation  to  the 
prefent  volume,  that  we  hope  it  will  be  apparent* 
from  the  various  and  interefting  articles  of  which 
it  is  compofed,  that  we  have  not  remitted  in  our 
diligent  endeavours  to  render  the  work  deferving 
of  the  continuance  of  that  approbation  which  it 
hath  hitherto  met  with  from  the  public. 
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SHORT  VIEW 

^  '  '  \ 

of  t  he- 

ST  A  T  E  OF  KNOWLEDGE, 


LITERATURE,  AND  TASTE, 

IN  THIS  COUNTRY, 

From  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Norman  Conquest, 


JF  we  look  back  to  the  beginnings  of  nations,  we  fhal! 

find  them  to  have  been  in  a  ftate  of  ignorance  and  barba¬ 
rity,  and  that  they  continued  a  long  time  in  that  condition. 
Nor,  indeed,  could  it,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  other- 
wife  ;  unlefs  countries  Ihould  happen  to  be  peopled  by  large 
colonies,  from  focieties  that  have  already  arrived  to  a  conli- 
derable  perfection  of  knowledge  and  government,  which 
could  not  poffibly  be  the  cafe  in  early  periods.  The  per- 
fons  who  originally  fettled  in  thefe  remoter  parts  of  Europe, 
being  rude  and  unpolifhed  themfelves,  were  able  to  carry 
nothing  along  with  them  but  their  own  favage -manners,  and 
their  own  grofs  conceptions. 

The  firft  inhabitants  of  an  uncultivated  region,  are  gene¬ 
rally  fuch  as  the  want  of  provifions  hath  urged  to  feek  for  neW” 
dwellings,  or  fuch  as  have  been  expelled  from  their  pofieffions 
by  powerful  invaders;  and  their  prime  objedt  is  to  fecure  a 
bare  fubfiftence;  fo  that  they  have  neither  inclination  nor  lei* 
1782.  a  '  furt 
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ftireto  purfue  any  other  concern.  What  they  immediately 
apply  to,  is  hunting;  and  while  they  remain  few  in' number, 
this  will  he  the  only  way  of  life  in  which  they  engage,  a 
way  of  life,  that  leaves  no  room  for  mental  improvements. 
The  next  dage  is  padurage,  which,  conducted  in  the  ram¬ 
bling  manner  of  ancient  times,  affords  little  fcope  for  the 
prcgrefs  of  knowlege.  Then  fucceeds  agriculture,  which 
brings  on  a  more  civilized  (late  of  fociety,  though  very  di- 
dan  from  confiderable  advancements.  The  la  ft  dep  is  re¬ 
gulated  government,  large  cities,  and  extended  commerce, 
Even  thefe  mu  ft  have  flourifhed  for  a  period ;  plenty  and 
riches  muff  have  taken  place  ;  there  muff  be  a  certain  degree 
of  fecurity  and  libertv,  and  a  variety  of  concurring  circum- 
fiances,  before  the  arts  and  fciences  can  arrive  to  any  fort 
of  eminence  and  luftre.  We  dial!  nor,  therefore,,  be  fur- 
prifed  to  find  that  they  are  the  work  of  many  generations. 

Though  England  might  be  peopled  feveral  centuries  be¬ 
fore  the  firfl  accounts  we  have  of  it,  yet  the  barbarous  con¬ 
dition  in  which  we  perceive  it  to  have  been,  is  no  more  than 
what  might  rationally  be  expedted.  At  the  time  when  C^far 
invaded  the  ifland,  even  hufbandry  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  univerfally  followed.  Cattle  conflituted  the  chief 
wealth  of  numbers  of  the  tribes  that  were  fettled  in  our 
country  ;  and  as  to  their  towns,  they  were  only"  woods  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ditch,  and  barricadoed  with  trees,  where  the 
inhabitants  enelofed  their  wives,  their  children,  their  do- 
medics,  and  their  flocks,  in  order  to  preferve  them  from 
the  attacks  of  their  enemies.  The  low  date  of  knowledge 
and  refinement  to  which  they  had  arrived,  may  be  colle&ed 
from  the  practice  fo  confidently  faid  to  have  prevailed  among 
them,  of  feveral  brothers  and  friends  having  their  wives  in 
common.  This  practice,  if  it  really  exided,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  fure  ted  of  their  barbarity  ;  for  though  the  Bri-. 
tifh  lady,  in  her  fmart  reply  to  the  emprefs  Julia,  made  as 
good  a  defence  of  it  as  couid  well  be  done,  yet  it  is  certain 
that  no  fuch  cudom  would  be  allowed  in  any  nation  that 
had  advanced  to  the  lead  degree  of  civilization. 

Our  ancedors,  however,  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
without  fome  fkill  in  war.  For  though,  in  this  refpedt, 
they  were  greatly  inferior  to  the  Romany  yet  they  condudt- 
'  ’  ed 
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their  oppofition  to  Csfar,  in  a  manner  that  redounds 
highly  to  their  credir,  confidering  the  amazing  abilities  of 
that  general^  and  the  excellenr  difcipllne  of  his  army.  The 
depravity  of  mankind  has  brought  the  wretched  arts  of 
mutual  dedruCtion  much  fooner  to  perfection  than  thofe 
which  refine  the  foul,  and  are  calculated  to  adorn,  improve, 
and  blefs  fociety. 

But  the  objeCts  which  moft  excite  our  attention,  in  a  fur* 
vey  of  the  (late  of  knowledge  among  us,  before  the  con* 
queft  of  the  iilands  by  the  Romans,  are  the  Druids,  They 
have  been  highly  fpoken  of  by  feveral  writers  ;  fo  that 
our  conception  of  thcfe  men  is  attended  with  a  peculiar  ve¬ 
neration,  and  we  are  ready  to  look  upon  them  as  having  been 
perfons  of  very  extraordinary  accomplifiiments.  This  de¬ 
ception  has  been  ailified  by  our  poets,  who  have  fpread  a 

flory  round  them,  and  have  painted  them  in  a  manner  that 
ifpofes  us  to  regard  them  as  almod  divine.  But  if  we 
reduce  our  ideas  to  the  ted  of  fober  reafon,  we  (hall  not 
find  much  in  the  Druids,  that  was  particularly  excellent 
and  valuable.  They  were  the  priefls  of  the  time,  and,  like 
other  prieds,  had  addrefs  and  fubtilty  enough  to  acquire  a 
vaft  authority,  and  to  keep  the  people  in  abfolute  fubje&ion. 
They  were,  likewife,  magidrates  as  well  as  prieds,  and  had 
the  determination  of  civil  caufes  ;  a  circumftance  which  was 
the  natural  effeCt,  both  of  their  fuperior  quality,  and  fupe- 
rior  knowledge  ;  for  what  knowledge  then  prevailed,  was 
principally  confined  to  them.  However,  the  remains  we 
have  of  the  Druids,  do  not  give  us  a  very  high  opinion  of 
the  progrefs  they  had  made,  though  undoubtedly  they  went 
far  beyond  the  red  of  their  countrymen,  and  it  is  probable, 
that  individuals  among  them  might  be  men  of  great  wifdom* 
They  entertained  the  notion  of  tranfmigration,  a  notion 
which  has  fpread  from  the  farthed  Ead  to  the  remoted  Wed, 
and  which  has  been  fo  widely  embraced,  that  a  philofophical 
perfon  cannot  help  looking  on  this  faCt  as  a  lingular  phano* 
mon  in  the  hidory  of  human  nature,  and  imagining  that 
either  there  isfomethingin  it  very  natural  to  the  uninlightened 
mind  of  man,  or  that  it  proceeded  from  an  ancient  and  ge¬ 
neral  tradition.  This  faCt  drengthens  the  opinion  advanced 
by  fome  learned  men,  that  the  Druids  much  refemhlcd  the 
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Pcrfian  Magi,  and  that  their  knowledge  was  originally  derived 
from  the  Eaft.  The  belt  principles  advanced  by  the  Druids* 
were,  that  the  Deity  is  one,  and  infinite,  and  that  his  wor- 
fliip  ought  not  to  be  confined  within  walls  ;  that  all  things 
derive  their  origin  from  heaven  ;  that  the  foul  is  immortal; 
and  that  children  fhould  be  educated  with  the  utmoft  care* 
But  their  prodigious  veneration  for  the  mifletoe,  and  the 
great  effects  they  attributed  to  it;  their  opinion  that  the. 
moon  is  a  fovereign  remedy  for  difeafes,  with  others  of  their 
fentimenrs  and  cuftoms,  fhewed  a  ftrong  fuperftitiori  ;  as 
their  prohibiting  an  intercourfe  with  (Dangers,  if  not  merely 
a  political  law,  teftified  a  favagenefs  of  manners;  and  their 
allowance,  nay  command,  of  human  facrifices,  carries  in  it 
the  evidence  of  the  mod  (hocking  cruelty.  In  truth,  they 
were  little  more  than  the  barbarous  priefts  of  a  barbarous  and 
unlettered  people.  Their  knowledge  is  faid  to  have  reached 
to  phyfics,  to  the  mathematics,  to  aftronomy,  and  to  me¬ 
dicine;  but  as  it  was  never  committed  to  writing,  it  could 
not  be  very  extenfive.  Indeed,  it  chiefly  con  filled  of  the 
arcana  of  theirdoChinesandworfhipjandhad  afpecial  relation 
to  magic.  Whatever  their  wifdom  was,  if  we  may  credit 
the  teflimony  of  Csfar,  it  was  found  here  in  greater  per- 
fedlion  than  in  Gaul ;  whence  children  were  fent  into  Bri¬ 
tain,  to  be  in  ft  ruffed  in  the  difcipline  of  the  Druids,  The 
fame  eminent  author  informs  us,  that  it  had  its  original  in 
this  country,  but  that  is  a  circumftance  much. disputed. 

There  were,  likewife,  priefts  of  an  inferior  order,  called 
Bards,  whofe  principal  bufmefs  was  to  celebrate  the  praifes 
of  the  gods  and  departed  heroes,  in  odes  and  verfcs ;  and  to 
fing  them  to  their  harps,  at  their  religious  aftemblies,  pub¬ 
lic  feftivals,  and  private  entertainments.  Thefe  men  were, 
in  faff,  the  heralds,  the  chronologers,  and  the  hiftorlans, 
as  well  as  the  poets  of  the  land  ;  for  they  kept  up  the  me¬ 
mory  of  illuftrious  tranfa&ions,  and,  by  their  compofitions« 
which  tradition  handed  down  to  posterity,  they  tranfmitted 
from  age  to  age  the  names  and  characters  of  patriots  and 
warriors.  It  is  remarkable  that  fuch  a  fet  of  perfons  fubfift- 
ed  in  almoft  all  nations.  The  divine  Horner  himfelf  can  be 
confidered  as  no  other  than  one  of  them  ;  whofe  confummate 
excellency  of  genius,  together  with  a  number  of  concurring 
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ct ream  fiances,  contributed  to  preferve  his  works  from 
oblivion,  and  to  raife  him  to  the  high  eft  feat  in  the  temple 
of  fame.  Bards  have  been  found  in  many  countries,  and 
continued  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  nearly  to  our  own 
days.  As  to  the  ancient  Britifh  ones,  yye  have  few  re¬ 
mains  of  their  productions  ;  but  we  may  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  that  many  of  them  were  truly  valuable,  as  poetry 
is  often  an  effort  of  mere  genius  and  imagination,  and 
does  not  require  the  advantage  of  cultivated  times,  to  bring 
it  to  fome  degree  of  maturity.  That  of  our  anceftors  was, 
no  doubt,  very  incorrect,  and  might  not  be  formed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rules  of  modern  criticifm,  and  the  refinements  of 
modern  wifdom  ;  but  we  may  be  certain  there  was  often  in  it 
a  noble  fublimity,  fimplicity,  and  pathos,  and  that  it  was 
highly  figurative,  which  is  always  the  cafe  with  regard  to  in¬ 
fant  focieties,  which  have  not  acquired  a  variety  of  abftradt 
and  general  terms.  The  Erfe  poems  publifhed  under  the 
name  of  Offian,  whatever  modern  additions  may  have  been 
made  to  them,  have  afforded  an  admirable  fpecimen  of 
what  might  be  the  conceptions  of  our  ancient  bards.  The 
remains,  likewife,  of  Talieiin,  and  of  other  Welch  poets, 
will  farther  aftift  us  in  forming  a  competent  judgment  up¬ 
on  the  fubjedl. 

We  are  informed,  alfo,  that  there  was  another  order  of 
perfons,  called  Eubates,  who  applied  themfelves  to  the  con¬ 
templation  of  the  works  of  nature,  and  the  ftudy  of  philofo- 
phy.  What  progrefs  they  made  we  are  not  told ;  but  as  true 
fcience  was  then  iittle  known  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
much  lefs  in  fo  ignorant  and  uncivilized  a  country,  we  may 
be  well  affured  their  difcoveries  were  not  confiderable.  It 
ihould  feem  probable  that  they  were  only  a  fet  of  diviners, 
who  pretended  to  foretel  future  events. 

Such  was  the  general  (late  of  things  till  the  ifland  came 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Caefars,  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  new  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  the  knowledge  of 
ancient  Britain.  Whoever  has  a  flrong  regard  to  the  caufe 
of  freedom,  can  fcarcely  avoid  being  filled  with  indignation, 
when  he  beholds  the  Romans  fpreading  defolation  and 
daughter  around  them  ;  wantonly  fubduing  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  unjuftJy  depriving  them  of  their  liberty. 
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We  cannot  help,  however,  admiring  the  fecret  difpofitions 
and  wifdom  of  Providence,  which  rendered  that  people,  un¬ 
known  to  themfelves,  the  inftrument  of  carrying  on  the 
divine  purpofes,  in  the  moral  government  of  the  world.  It 
was  their  lole  intention  to  obtain  power,  wealth,  and  re¬ 
nown,  and  to  fubjedt  the  world  to  their  yoke.  But  all  this 
time  they  were  working  the  will  of  Heaven,  polifhing  and 
adorning  the  places  with  arts,  which  they  conquered  by  their 
arms,  diffufing  knowledge  in  general,  and  paving  the  way 
for  the  Chriflian  knowledge  in  particular.  During  the  warm 
contefts  that  fubfified  between  the  Romans  and  the  Britons, 
when  the  latter  fo  glorioufly,  fo  bravely,  though  fo  unfuccef- 
fully,  ilruggled  to  maintain  their  independence,  little  pro- 
grefs  could  be  made  in  literature.  But  when  the  country 
was  peaceably  fettled  into  a  province,  then  civility  began  to 
fpread  itfelf,  the  fciences  to  be  cultivated,  and  tafte  to  be 
refined.  It  was  Agricola  who  completed  our  reduction  ; 
and  Tacitus  has  informed  us,  that  under  the  dominion  of 
that  excellent  governor,  the  Britiih  nobles  ftudied  the  Roman 
learning,  and  valued  themfelves  on  their  magnificence  and 
politenefs ;  becoming  pleafed  with  what  were,  in  fadt,  the 
badges  of  their  fiavery.  • 

It  is  difagreeable  to  refiedl  that  the  increasing  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors,  Should  be  owing,  in  a  good  meafure,  to  the  lofs 
of  their  liberty:  but  then  it  ought  to  be  confidered  that  the 
liberty  they  were  deprived  of,  was  very  different  from  the  ra¬ 
tional,  noble,  and  improved  freedom  by  which  we  are  now 
fo  happily  diftinguifhed.  It  was  only  a  fierce  barbarous  kind 
of  independence,  that,  perhaps  was  not  ill  exchanged  for  the 
fuperior  underftanding,  the  civilized  manners,  and  the  fociai 
enjoyments  of  the  Roman  government.  However  this  may 
have  been,  we  are  told  that  the  arts  and  fciences  flourifhed 
here,  as  much  as  in  other  parts  of  the  empire.  But  it  mull 
be  remembered  that,  at  the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of,  tafte 
and  literature  were  upon  the  decline  in  Rome  itfelf;  and, 
therefore,  th$  Bate  of  them  in  Britain,  muft  partake  of  the 
corruption  which  began  at  the  fountain.  During  this  inter¬ 
val,  there  were,  no  doubt,  fchools  of  philosophy,  and  feveral 
eminent  men.  But  what  fchools  were  eftabliShed,  what  men 
were  celebrated*  we  are  got  able  to  fay;  no  traces  of  them 
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being  now  to  be  found.  The  confufions  that  fucceeded, 
deftroyed  all  the  remains  of  learning,  and  left  a  blank  in 
this  period  which  cannot  be  filled  up. 

But  there  is  one  event  belonging  to  this  aera,  which,  be- 
fldes  its  own  immenfe  importance  in  other  views,  deferves 
to  be  mentioned  as  a  grand  eircumftance  in  the  hiftory  of 
knowledge  ;  and  that  is,  the  propagation  of  Chriftianity  in 
the  iftand.  It  is  not  neceifary  to  our  defign,  to  make  any 
enquiry  concerning  the  perfon  by  whom  the  religion  of 
Jefus  was  fir  ft  preached,  or  the  exadt  time  in  which  it  was 
introduced.  Suppofing  we  rejedt  all  conjectures  of  its  being 
promulged  by  the  apofties,  or  their  immediate  difciples,  it  is 
probable  that  it  w^as  very  foon  communicated  to  the  Britons. 
It  might  be  gaining  ground,  and  fpread  greatly,  before  it 
received  a  civil  eftablifhment,  as  we  are  informed  of  many 
martyrs,  who  witneffed  to  the  truth  under  the  perfect'd  ion 
raifed  by  the  emperor  Diocletian.  From  the  days  of  Con- 
ftantine,  the  Gofpei  would,  no  doubt,  be  much  diffufed, 
and  generally  embraced.  Accordingly,  we  are  a ffu red,  that 
three  Britifh  b.iftiops  affifted  at  the  council  of  Aries,  A.  D. 
314,  and  fubfcribed  the  ad's  of  that  council.  We  read, 
aifo,  that  fome  of  them  were  prefent  at  the  council  of  Ari- 
minium,  in  359. 

Now  fo  illuftrious  an  event,  as  the  propagation  of  Chrifti¬ 
anity  in  this  country,  could  not  take  place  without  bringing 
along  with  it  a  mighty  change  in  the  ftate  of  knowledge. 
All  thofe  who  embraced  our  holy  religion,  were  turned  from 
grofs  idolatry  and  abfurd  fuperftitions,  to  the  belief  and  wor- 
Ihip  of  one  God  ;  obtained  a  clear  acquaintance  with  their 
duty ;  and  had  their  under landings  enlarged  with  the  per- 
fuafion  and  hopes  of  eternal  life.  Independently  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  fpiritual  confequences  derived  from  the  revelation  of 
Jefus,  the  reception  of  it  was  a  vaft  acceffion  of  wifdom  ;  as 
it  contributed,  in  other  refpeds,  to  expand  the  minds,  and 
foften  the  manners  of  our  anceftors.  It  would  not,  in 
thofe  fimple  times,  when  human  reafon  was  more  tipper fed: 
than  it  now  is,  produce  fuch  noble  and  extended  views  of 
things  as  we  can  at  prefent  attain  ;  efpeciaily,  confidering 
how  foon  errors  and  fuperftitions  began  to  be  mixed  with 
the  Gofpei.  Nevertheiefs,  it  had  not  been  corrupted  fo  much 
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as  it  hereafter  was;  and,  during  the  purer  ages,  it  might 
greatly  promote  juft  and  rational  fentiments  in  general. 

What  the  particular  date  of  religious  knowledge  was,  it 
isdifficult  to  afcertain  :  but  we  find  that  doCtrinal  difputes 
agitated  men  in  thofe  days,  as  well  as  in  fucceeding  periods. 
The  notions  of  Anus  are  faid  to  have  been  embraced  in  this 
country ;  and  it  is  an  undoubted  faCt,  that  Pelagianifm  was 
very  prevalent.  It  was  fo  prevalent,  as  to  occafion  Iharp  con- 
troverfies ;  and  fome  bilhops  were  fent  over  from  Gaul  to 
recover  the  Britons  to  the  oppofite  opinions,  but  without  any 
lading  fuccefs.  About  the  time  of  thefe  difputes,  Dubricius 
and  others,  by  the  direction  of  Germanus,  bifhop  of  Aux~ 
erre,  founded  fchools,  which  afterwards  produced  feveral 
confiderable  men. 

If  we  look  for  perfons  who  were  particularly  eminent, 
during  the  period  we  have  treated  of,  which  takes  in  the 
defertion  of  the  ill  and  by  the  Romans,  and  reaches  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Saxons,  we  lhall  meet  with  one  only, 
whofe  name  dill  continues  to  be  mentioned.  This  is  Pela- 
gius  himfelf,  who  was  a  native  of  Britain,  and  fome  of 
whofe  works  are  dill  extant.  His  fame  chiefly  arifes  from 
the  figure  he  made  in  foreign  parts ;  for  he  did  not  return 
to  propagate  his  doCtrines  in  his  own  country,  but  fent  hi¬ 
ther  his  difciple  Agricola  for  that  purpofe.  Pelagius  has 
been  held  forth,  in  all  ages,  as  an  arch-heretic,  and  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  utmofi  detedation.  For  this,  we  apprehend, 
there  is  no  fufficient  reafon.  Some  of  his  principles  might 
be  erroneous  and  abfurd,  but  furely  not  enough  fo,  to  merit 
the  reproaches  with  which  his  name  hath  been  handed  down 
to  poderity.  However,  he  had  addrefs  enough  almoft  to 
pervert  the  church  of  Rome  itfelf;  and  would  probably 
have  edeCted  his  fcheme,  if  the  African  clergy,  who  were 
rigid  followers  of  St.  Audin,  had  not  exerted  themfelves 
again#  him  with  the  utmod  zeai  and  afliduity.  Celedinus, 
a  Scotfman  by  birth,  afterwards  rendered  himfelf  very  con¬ 
spicuous  abroad,  by  propagating  and  defending  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Pelagius. 

Whatever  the  date  of  knowledge  might  be,  in  this  ifland, 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Saxons,  it  certainly  received  a 
great  change  for  the  worfe,  at  that  period.  The  repeated 
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invafions  of  thofe  barbarians,  the  wars  they  raifed,  and  the 
defolations  they  occafioned,  fpread  a  general  confufion,  dif- 
perfed  the  Britons  to  the  renioteft  parts  of  the  country,  de- 
ilroyed  the  monuments  of  learning,  and  left  no  room  for 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  mind. 

The  few  literary  records  we  have,  relate  only  to  fuch 
perfons  as  lived  where  the  Saxons  did  not  reach.  The 
fchools  founded  by  Dubricius  and  Iltutus,  in  North  Wales, 
produced  feveral  men  whofe  names  have  been  tranfmitted 
with  honour  to  pofterity ;  though  in  fadt,  we  are  but  little 
acquainted  with  their  real  attainments.  Among  thefe  were 
Patrick  and  David,  who  exerted  themfelves  much  in  preach¬ 
ing  the  Gofpel,  and  whom  the  fuperdition  of  later  ages  hath 
advanced  into  tutelary  faints,  the  firft  of  Ireland,  and  the 
fecond  of  Wales.  Great  things  are  faid  concerning  the 
State  of  Literature  in  Ireland,  at  and  after  the  time  of  St. 
Patrick’s  fiourifhing  in  that  country.  The  matter  has  pro¬ 
bably  been  fomewhat  exaggerated  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
the  Irifh  had  then  a  confiderable  degree  of  learning  among 
them  ;  we  mean  of  fuch  learning  as  the  age  afforded. 

At  this  period,  the  monaftery  of  Bangor,  in  North 
Wales,  was  particularly  famous  for  the  education  of  youth. 
A  number  of  fcholars  were  brought  up  in  it,  who  made 
fome  figure  in  their  days  ;  and  among  the  red,  Gildas,  who 
wrote  a  treatife  upon  the  deftrudtion  of  Britain,  and  from 
whom  we  principally  derive  our  information  concerning 
the  date  of  things,  during  the  latter  end  of  the  fifth,  and 
part  of  the  fixth  century. 

Likewife  Columba,  or  Columbanus,  a  celebrated  pried, 
founded,  about  the  fame  time,  two  monaderies,  one 
in  Ireland,  and  the  other  in  Jona,  a  little  idand  of  the 
Hebrides,  near  Scotland,  the  latter  of  which  became  a  very 
illudrious  feminary,  and  produced,  for  many  years,  the 
mod  eminent  divines  of  the  age ;  the  divines  who  chiefly 
contributed  to  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons,  in  the  North, 
of  England. 

To  the  Saxons  let  us  now  dir  eft  our  view,  and,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  knowledge,  we  dial!  find  them  in  a  difmal  fituation. 


They  were  in  the  lowed  condition  of  ignorance,  rudenefs, 
a pd  barbarity,  their  religious  worfhip  confided  of  the  graded 
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idolatry ;  and  they  facrificed  prifoners  of  war  to  the  Gods* 
The  fird  circumdance  of  any  note  among  them  was  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  Gofpel,  by  Ethelbert,  the  king  of  Kent,  and 
his  fubiedfs,  His  queen  Bertha,  who  was  niece  to  Chilperic, 
king  of  Paris,  and  a  Chridian,  had,  together  with  Lind- 
hard,  a  bifhop,  as  it  is  faid,  of  piety  and  learning,  who  at¬ 
tended  her  from  France,  prepared  the  way  for  this  great 
event,  by  converting  feveral  perfons,  and  by  producing  a 
favourable  difpofition  in  the  mind  of  her  hufband*  But  the 
grand  work  was  carried  on  by  Audin,  and  other  monks, 
fent  by  pope  Gregory  from  Rome.  One  thing  in  this  affair 
deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of,  which  is,  that  Ethelbert, 
‘whether  it  was  owing  to  the  good  impreffions  of  his  lady, 
or  the  natural  dilates  of  reafon  working  in  his  own  rude, 
but  unprejudiced,  undemanding,  allowed  to  his  people  the 
Btmoft  liberty  of  confcience.  He  treated  the  miffionaries 
with  refpedt,  heard  them  with  attention,  and  permitted  them 
to  propagate  their  dodtrines  without  interruption.  Both  be¬ 
fore  and  after  he  had  embraced  Chridianity,  he  left  his  fub- 
jcdfs  to  an  entire  freedom  of  judging  and  adting  for  them- 
felves.  His  converfion,  however,  was  followed  by  that  of 
the  whole  nation ;  a  fadt  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
we  confider  that  barbarians,  having  no  fettled  fentiments, 
are,  in  general,  ready  to  receive  any  which  are  offered  by 
fuch  as  excel  them  in  knowledge  ;  and  efpecially,  when  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  example  of  their  own  prince,  This  is  con? 
firmed  by  a  variety  of  in  dances  in  the  hi  dory  of  the  world  ; 
for  we  fhall  ufually  find  that  the  ignorant  and  un- 
polifhed  conquerors  of  a  civilized  country  fubmirted,  with¬ 
out  much  hesitation,  to  the  religion  of  the  people  they  ha4 
fubdued* 

As  to  the  change  that  was  produced,  by  Audin  and  his 
attendants,  in  the  principles  and  manners  of  the  Saxons,  it 
was  not,  to  fpeak  even  the  molt  favourably  of  it,  by  any 
means  fo  happy  an  alteration  as  would  have  been  ef- 
fedted,  had  the  Gofpel  been  preached  in  purer  ages.  The 
truth,  at  that  period,  was  mixed  with  fuch  error  and  fuper- 
ftition,  that  the  underdandings  of  our  ancedors  could  not 
be  fo  greatly  enlarged  by  their  reception  of  Chridianity,  as 
at  fir  ft  we  might  be  apt  to  fuppofe.  However  upright  the 
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intentions  of  Auftin  might  be,  that  he  was  himfelf  a  weak 
man  appears  from  toe  trifling,  and  even  ridiculous,  ques¬ 
tions  which  he  required  a  Solution  of  from  pope  Gregory. 

This  being  the  cafe,  his  difciples  mu  ft  at  beft,  have  been 
more  ignorant  than  their  mafter.  Befides,  what  kind  of  dif¬ 
ciples  they  were,  may  be  colledled  from  the  vaft  numbers  of 
them  who  were  made  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time.  It  was  no 
age  of  infpiration  or  miracles ;  and  therefore  it  was  impoftible 
for  fuch  multitudes  of  perfons  to  be  properly  inftrudted  in  fo> 
fpeedy  a  manner  as  is  recorded.  Some  have  aflerted  that 
Auftin,  and  others,  with  more  probability,  that  Paulinus 
baptized  ten  thoufand  in  one  day.  Now,  to  which  foever  of 
them  this  fadt  belongs,  it  is  enough  to  convince  any  man  of 
refiedtion,  that  thefe  numerous converflons  were  too  much  like 
thofe  flnee  carried  on  by  the  popilh  miflionaries ;  and  that 
they  confided  more  in  a  change  of  outward  prpfeflion,  than  in 
a  real  alteration  of  fentiments,  difpofltions,  and  manners. 
This  is  farther  apparent,  from  the  Saxons  being  allowed  to 
retain  their  pagan  cuftoms  and  rites  of  worfhip,  provided 
they  applied  them  to  other  objedts  ;  a  permiffion  which, 
though  calculated  to  anfwer  political  purpofes,  was  diredtly 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  apoftles,  and,  in  its  very 
nature,  deftrudfive  to  the  progrefs  of  real  knowledge. 

Independently  of  the  defire  which  Auftin  had  to  diffqfe  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel  in  general,  we  find  he  was  particularly 
zealous  for  his  own  authority,  and  extremely  folicitous  to 
fubjedt  the  Britifh  Chriftians,  in  the  remoter  part  of  the 
ifland,  to  his  metropolitan  jurifdiclion,  and  to  the  dodtrines 
and  difeipline  of  the  fee  of  Rome.  This  is  a  circnmflance  no 
otherwife  connedted  with  our  main  fubjedt,  than  as  it  affords 
us  an  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  the  Britifh  bifliops  of 
that  age,  had  more  enlarged  views  of  things  :  accordingly, 
they  difclaimed  all  fubmiflio'n  to  the  Roman  church,  and 
nobly  aflerted  their  independence. 

But  though  the  honour  of  the  change  in  the  ftate  of  know¬ 
ledge,  arifing  from  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons,  has  been 
chiefly  attributed  to  Auflin  and  his  afliftants,  yet  it  was,  in 
a  great  meafure,  owing  to  others;  particularly  in  the  king- 
doms  of  Eaft  Anglia,  Northumberland,  and  Mercia.  Pau- 
linus  before  fpoken  of,  had,  indeed,  begun  to  propagate 
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Chrifiianity  among  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  by 
the  afiiftance  of  Ethelburga,  the  wife  of  king  Edwin  ;  but 
the  daughter  of  that  prince  foon  overturned  all  that  had  been 
done,  and  the  nation  reverted  back  to  idolatry.  Afterwards, 
when  Qfwald,  one  of  his  fuccefiors,  was  defirous  of  con¬ 
verting  his  fubjedts,  he  fent  to  the  Scotch  monaftery  of  Jona, 
from  whence,  at  length,  he  received  Aidan,  a  man  who  de~ 
ferves  to  be  railed  from  the  obfcurity  of  the  times,  and  to 
be  mentioned  with  lingular  veneration  and  efteem.  It  is  on 
all  hands  agreed,  that  he  was  a  molt  accomplifhed  and  ex¬ 
cellent  perfon.  He  was  as  learned  as  any  of  his  contempo¬ 
raries,  and  we  may  confider  as  a  full  proof  of  it,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  care  he  took  to  have  fchools  eredted  for  the  inftrudt ion 
of  youth.  He,  likewife,  earnefily  recommended,  both  to 
the  clergy  and  laity,  a  diligent  and  conftant  fiudy  of  the 
Scriptures ;  being  fenfible  that  this  was  the  only  way  of  pro¬ 
moting  a  genuine  and  rational  knowledge  of  divine  Truth. 
It  is  not  our  intention  to  fearch  out  obfcure  names ;  and 
therefore  we  fhall  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that 
our  country  was  as  much,  if  not  more,  indebted,  for  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel,  to  Aidan,  his  difciples,  and  fuccefifors, 
as  it  was  to  the  boafted  labours  of  the  Italian  emiffaries* 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  from  the  clergy,  and  fee  if  we 
can  find  any  among  the  princes  of  the  period  we  are  treat¬ 
ing  of,  who  merit  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  fcience.  The 
times  of  the  heptarchy  produced  a  number  of  fovereigms 
that  were  diftinguifhed  as  warriors,  as  politicians,  and  as 
devotees ;  but  there  are  only  two  who  fall  within  our  plan, 
and  even  theie  two  would  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  mentioned, 
if  they  had  lived  in  more  enlightened  ages.  The  firft  is 
Sigebert,  king  of  Eaft  Anglia ;  who,  in  confequence  of  his 
having  been  an  exile  in  France,  had  acquired  an  under¬ 
standing  and  a  tafte  fuperior  to  his  contemporaries.  Accord- 
ingly,  when  he  was  fettled  on  the  throne,  he  did  not  mere¬ 
ly  endeavour  to  convert  his  fubjedts  to  Chrifiianity,  but  in- 
fiituted  feminaries  for  inftrudtion  in  the  languages,  and  fuch 
other  literature  as  was  then  known.  He  has  fometimes 
been  confidered,  though  without  fufficient  reafon,  as  the 
founder  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  The  fchools  ap¬ 
pointed  by  him  were  eredted  in  feveral  places,  and  can  by 
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no  means  be  regarded  as  the  eftablifhment  of  an  univerfity. 
His  knowledge  was  not  fo  enlarged  as  to  preferve  him  from 
the  fu perditions  weaknefs  of  the  times ;  for  we  read  that  he 
clofed  his  reign  by  retiring  into  a  monaftery. 

The  other  prince  that  comes  under  our  notice,  is  Ilia,  king 
of  Weffex,  who  fuftains  a  character  fuperior  to  that  of  Sige~ 
bert,  even  the  character  of  a  lawgiver.  He  cannot,  indeed* 
be  compared  with  the  celebrated  legidators  of  Grecian  an¬ 
tiquity  :  he  was  not  fo  profound  as  Lycurgus,  nor  fo  wife 
as  Solon ;  but  furely  the  firft  Saxon  monarch  who  compofed 
a  body  of  written  laws,  is  an  objedt  worthy  of  our  attention* 
This  work  he  executed  by  the  advice,  and  with  the  con¬ 
currence,  of  his  nobles,  bifhops,  and  other  eminent  perfons. 
Some  of  his  inditutes  related  to  the  church,  and  fome  to  the 
date.  They  continued  in  force  a  long  time,  and  at  length, 
became  the  foundation  of  the  code  eftablifhed  by  Alfred. 
But  excellent  as  Ina  was  in  feveral  refpedfs,  he  difgraced 
himfelf  by  an  abfurd  fuperdition  ;  and  he  is  faid  to  have 
introduced  into  his  dominions  the  tax  called  Peter’s  pence, 
which  afterwards  extended  through  all  England. 

A  little  before  the  reign  of  Ina,  there  flourifhed  in  Kent, 
Theodore,  a  native  of  Tarfus,  and  archbillhop  of  Canterbury. 
This  man  was  more  learned  than  any  of  his  predeceffors,  and 
deferves  to  be  recorded,  as  taking  uncommon  pains  to  pro«« 
mote  the  caufe  of  literature.  Schools  were  erected  by  him* 
in  order  to  teach  the  languages,  geometry,  arithmetic,  mu- 
fic,  and  aftronomy  ;  and  fo  fuccefsful  were  thefe  fchoois, 
that  Bede  allures  us  he  knew  feveral  perfons  educated  in 
them,  who  were  able  to  converfe  in  Greek  and  Latin  as 
fluently  as  in  their  native  tongue.  This  was,  undoubtedly, 
a  great  attainment;  and,  though  the  defign  of  Theodore 
feems  principally  to  have  been  to  carry  on  his  feheme  of 
fpreading  the  cuftoms  and  discipline  of  the  Roman  church, 
yet,  whatever  views  his  were,  it  mult  be  owned  that  the 
encouragement  of  knowledge  was  a  noble  and  generous  me¬ 
thod  of  executing  his  pupofes. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  feminaries  eftablifhed  by 
this  celebrated  prelate,  or  to  what  other  caufes,  the  imper¬ 
fection  of  records  will  not  permit  us  to  determine;  but  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  end  of  the  feventh  and  the  beginning  of  the 
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eighth  centuries,  learning,  fuch  as  it  was,  was  rather  updfl 
the  advance  in  England.  There  is  fomething  in  the  ftyle 
and  manner  of  the  writers  who  lived  at  that  period,  which 
is  fuperior  to  the  authors  who  preceded  *  or  came  after  them, 
for  feveral  ages :  and  then  flourilhed  a  fet  of  men,  who,  all 
things  confidered,  deferved  a  large  fhare  of  reputation.  Eg-* 
bert,  archbifhop  of  York,  was  famous  as  a  great  collector  of 
books,  a  fcholar,  and  a  patron  of  literature.  Eddius  com- 
pofed  the  life  of  bifhop  Wilfrid,  in  a  better  tafle  of  language 
than  had  hitherto  been  cuftomary.  Acca  produced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  theological  pieces.  Ceolfrid  acquired  a  confiderable 
degree  of  literary  excellence.  But  of  all  the  eminent  perfons 
that  adorned  this  sera,  Bede  was  the  molt  iiluftrious;  and 
indeed,  notwithflanding  the  defeats  of  his  works,  which  ate 
chiefly  owing  to  the  defers  of  the  times,  he  was  really  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  man.  He  was  the  firft  that  wrote  a  regular  ec« 
clefiaftical  hiffory;  and,  though  it  is  too  full  of  fables  and 
falfe  miracles,  it  ftill  continues  to  be  valuable.  Nor  was 
bis  knowledge  confined  to  divinity  and  the  annals  of  the 
church,  but  reached  to  the  arts  and  fciences  in  general ;  to 
grammar,  aftronomy,  chronology,  natural  philofophy,  and 
ethics.  It  is  true,  his  treatifes  on  thefe  fubjedts  will  b® 
found  very  imperfect,  when  compared  with  the  enlightened 
productions  of  modern  ages  :  neverthelefs,  they  prove  him 
to  have  had  an  uncommon  genius  and  application.  He  ob¬ 
tained,  when  young,  the  appellation  of  Venerable  ;  and  will 
always  be  regarded  as  a  character  that  is  entitled  to  peculiar 
honour  and  efleem.  There  was  a  poet  in  this  tera,  Caed¬ 
mon,.  on  whom  Bede  bellows  the  highefl  praifes.  A  frag¬ 
ment  of  him  is  preierved  by  Alfred ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
remembered,  that  what  might  powerfully  ftrike  our  rude 
anceftors  may  make  little  impreffion  on  the  refinement  of 
modern  times. 

Bede  was  the  luminary  of  the  North,  where  he  conflantly 
lived;  and  next  to  him  in  reputation  was  Aldhelm,  who 
was  fomething  before  him  in  point  of  time,  and  the  chief 
ornament  of  the  South  of  England.  It  is  univcrfally  agreed 
fnat  he  was  the  firft  Englifhman  who  compofed  in  Latin  ; 
none  having  heretofore  done  it,  in  this  ifland,  but  fuch  as 
were  either  foreigners  from  the  continent,  or  Irifh,  or  Scots, 
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or  Britons.  He  has,  likewife,  hitnfelf  adored  us,  that  he 
was  the  firft  who  introduced  poetry  among  the  Saxons,  and 
who  wrote  upon  the  meafure  of  verfes. 

After  Aldhelm  and  Bede,  Alcuinus,  educated  by  the  latter, 
and  by  Egbert,  archbifhop  of  York,  acquired  a  didingu  idled 
name  in  the  literary  world.  Being  fent  abroad,  he  became 
the  favourite  of  the  famous  Charlemagne;  indrudted  him  in 
rhetoric,  logic,  mathematics,  and  divinity ;  and  was  called 
the  Univerfalifi,  and  fecretary  to  the  liberal  arts*  He  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  to  the  revival  of  learning  in  France ;  and  has 
been  thought,  by  lbme,  to  have  founded  the  univerfity  of 
Paris;  but  this  is  a  matter  not  fufficiently  authenticated. 
The  fame  of  Alcuinus  fhines  with  diftinguidied  luftre  in 
the  literary  hidory  of  this  age. 

Such  were  the  eminent  perfonswho  dourifhed  in  the  period 
of  which  we  are  writing,  and  whom  hiflory  has  handed  down 
to  us  with  encomiums  that  mull  be  admitted  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  referveo  They  were  very  confiderable  men,  with 
refpedt  to  the  times  in  which  they  appeared  ;  but  they  had 
not  much  true  knowledge,  and  fcarce  any  acquaintance  with 
polite  fcience,  Befides,  they  were  comparatively  few  ;  and 
the  age,  irs  general,  was  extremely  rude  and  ignorant.  Would 
we  judge  what  it  was.  we  may  fee  it  in  the  barbarous  manners, 
the  cruel  wars,  the  treacherous  murders  then  frequent:  above 
all,  we  -may  fee  it  in  the  religious  fentiments  and  culloms 
which  univerfally  prevailed.  The  monadic  fpirit  is  a  de- 
monflration  of  the  low  Hate  of  real  wifdom,  efpecialiy  when 
we  remember  that  it  infected  even  the  princes  of  the  nation. 
No  lefs  than  ten  kings,  and  eleven  queens,  retired  into  con¬ 
vents  ;  a  faihion  which  could  not  have  taken  place  among 
perfons  of  fuch  high  rank,  except  in  a  period  of  the  groded 
darknefs  and  fuperdition.  Another  folly,  which  fhews  the 
fpirit  and  charadler  of  the  times,  was  the  pilgrimages  to 
Rome  ;  and  another,  the  exceffive  fondnefs  for  relics.  Image- 
worfhip,  likewife,  was  introduced  among  us,  towards  the 
dole  of  the  heptarchy. 

As  to  the  controverlies  that  agitated  the  church  in  thofe 
days,  they  are  not  worth  mentioning.  The  chief  difpu-te, 
and  which  was  carried  on  a  lopgwhile,  was  about  the  cele¬ 
bration 
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bration  of  Eafter.  We  read  alfo,  that  the  do&rine  of  the 
Monothelites  was  condemned,  at  the  council  of  Hatfield. 

After  Bede,  and  his  contemporaries*  what  little  of  litera¬ 
ture  there  was  in  England  declined  apace,  and  became  al- 
in  oft  annihilated.  Inftead  of  growing  more  and  more  en¬ 
lightened,  the  nation  was  plunged  into  deeper  ignorance 
and  error  :  and  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  things  when  Egbert 
put  an  end  to  the  feven  kingdoms,  and  united  them  under 
one  fovereign. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  when  the  feven  king¬ 
doms  came  under  the  dominion  of  one  prince,  the  ftate  of 
things  would  grow  better,  and  knowledge  begin  to  revive 
in  England.  But  the  fad:  was  far  otherwife ;  and  if  we  en¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  it,  feveral  circumftances  will  be 
found,  which  contributed  to  the  production  of  fo  deplorable 
an  effeCt.  The  wars  carried  on  by  Egbert  againft  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  gave  rife  to  much  confufion  and  defolation  ;  and 
when  he  had  reduced  the  nation  under  his  government, 
it  would  (till  be  a  confiderable  time  before  affairs  could  be 
brought  into  fo  peaceable  and  flourifhing  a  condition,  as 
was  neceffary  to  the  progrefs  of  learning.  Moreover,  the 
fpirit  of  the  age  was  direddy  oppofite  to  literary  improve¬ 
ments.  An  univerfal  ignorance  prevailed,  and  there  was  no 
thought  about  the  cultivation  and  advancement  of  human 
reafon.  To  this  concurred  the  abfurd  fentiments  that  were 
propagated  with  regard  to  religion,  and  the  enormous  power 
and  influence  of  the  clergy,  which  could  only  be  fupported 
by  the  ftupidity  and  darknefs  of  the  people.  Indeed,  the 
lituation  of  the  world  during  this  period,  and  for  many  cen¬ 
turies,  affords  a  ftrong  proof,  that  where  thefcriptures  are  neg¬ 
lected,  and  rational  principles  concerning  religious  matters 
totally  excluded,  the  other  branches  of  fcience,  and  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  mind  in  general,  will  greatly  fuffer.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  fuppofed,  that  the  monafteries  had  a  tendency 
to  preferve  and  favour  literature.  They  had  fomething  of 
this  tendency ;  the  little  knowledge  that  fubfiffed  in  the 
nation  was  maintained  in  them;  but  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
they  did  not  produce  any  great  effects.  But  whatever  their 
tendency  was,  they  had,  in  reality,  rather  a  contrary  effeCt. 
They  were  not  temples  of  piety,  or  feats  of  the  Mufes  ;  the 
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perfons  who  refided  in  them,  did  not  fix  upon  them  as  re¬ 
treats  to  awaken  their  devotion  and  enlarge  their  underftand* 
ings,  but  as  places  where  they  might  live  exempt  from  mi* 
litary  fervice,  and  fecurely  indulge  their  luffs  and  vices. 
That  the  monaflenes  were  little  elfe  than  the  abodes  of  wick- 
ednefs,  Bede  complains  again  and  again,  in  his  writings ; 
and  he  has  told  us  they  were  ill  fo  corrupt  a  Hate,  that  fuch 
as  defired  to  be  fincerely  pious,  were  obliged  to  go  abroad 
for  education. 

But  the  grand  circum fiances  which  deflroyed  the  very 
traces  of  knowledge,  and  cut  it  up  by  the  roots,  were  the 
Invalions  of  the  Danes ;  which  fo  foon  fucceeded  the  abolition 
of  the  Heptarchy,  that  there  was  no  time  to  bring  the  king¬ 
dom  into  order.  In  confequence  of  the  numerous  and  repeat¬ 
ed  attacks  of  that  people,  who  were  more  barbarous  than  the 
Saxons,  an  almoft  univerfal  ruin  was  fpread  through  the  ifland, 
and  the  monks  were  totally  difperfed;  fo  that  the  few  among 
them  who  had  applied  to  letters  being  driven  away  or  mur¬ 
dered,  the  wifdom  they  poflefled,  whatever  it  was,  perifhed 
with  them.  Hence,  with  relation  to  the  hiflory  of  learning, 
nothing  can  be  recorded  from  the  reign  of  Egbert  to  the  reign 
of  Alfred ;  who,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  found  fcience 
in  fo  deplorable  a  condition,  that  he  has  himfelf  allured  us,  he 
fcarcely  remembered  one  man  on  the  fouth  lideof  the  Humber, 
who  underflood  his  prayers  in  the  Englifh  tongue,  or  could 
tranflate  a  piece  of  Latin  into  his  native  language. 

Were  it  not  for  Alfred,  the  period  we  are  writing  of  would 
hardly  deferve  to  be  mentioned  :  but  he  has  thrown  a  mighty 
luflre  upon  it-,  for  in  him  we  meet  with  abilities  and  accom- 
plifhments  that  are  truly  aflonifhing.  If  we  had  full  mate¬ 
rials,  it  would  be  very  delightful  to  trace  the  Heps  by  which 
fuch  a  mind  advanced  to  maturity;  to  mark  the  incidents  that 
awakened  the  vigour  of  his  genius,  and  rendered  him  fodiftin- 
guifhed  and  enlightened  in  a  barbarous  age,  and  amidfl  afcene 
of  general  diforder.  W’e  are  informed  that,  when  he  was  very 
young,  he  was  twice  at  Rome  ;  and  perhaps  a  peculiar  im~ 
predion  might  be  made  upon  him,  while  in  that  famous 
city.  He  might  perceive  fomething  fuperior  to  what  he  had 
been  witnefs  to  at  home;  fomething  which  called  forth  his 
powers,  and  excited  the  ardours  of  a  noble  emulation.  For 
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though  Rome  itfelf  was  then  in  a  very  low  Fate  of  fcieneef 
compared  with  what  it  had  formerly  been,  yet  it  was  vaftly 
fu  peri  or  3  in  this  refpedt,  to  the  dark  and  frozen  regions  of  the 
North.  But  whatever  impreffions  Alfred  might  have  re¬ 
ceived  at  that  place*  no  immediate  advancement  in  know¬ 
ledge  teems  to  have  been  the  refult  of  them  ;  for  we  are 
told  his  education  was  fo  far  negleCted,  that  he  could  not 
read  at  twelve  years  of  age,  when,  being  allured  to  it  by 
his  mother,  he  applied  to  his  Rudies  with  furprifing  affiduity, 
and  made  a  progrefs  equally  furprifing. 

He  was  undoubtedly,  in  every  inftance,  one  of  the  mo  ft 
illuftrious  characters  recorded  in  hi  dory,  and  defervedly  re¬ 
mains,  to  this  day,  the  peculiar  favourite  of  theEnglifh  nation. 
We  could  enlarge,  with  abundant  pleafure,  on  his  military  ta¬ 
lents,  on  the  enterprifes  he  conducted,  and  the  numerous  bat¬ 
tles  he  fought,  which  rank  him  with  the  greateft  captains  of  an- 
cient  or  modern  times.  W e  could  dwell,  with  the  fame  fatis- 
faCtion,  on  his  political  talents  and  behaviour,  which  were  not 
inferior  to  his  martial  atchievements.  We  might  expatiate* 
li'kewife,  on  his  private  virtues :  but  we  fliall  confine  ourfelves 
to  the  circumftances  relative  to  our  main  fubjeCt,  where  we 
have  ample  matter  for  admiration  and  pralfe. 

If  we  confider  Alfred  with  regard  to  his  perfonal  knowledge* 
we  fhall  find  that  he  was  fuperior  to  any  man  of  his  time.  It  is 
on  all  hands  agreed,  that  he  was  the  beft  poet  and  the  belt  ma¬ 
thematician  in  his  day  ;  and  f o  with  relation  to  fome  other 
branches  of  the  arts  and  fciences.  Such  was  his  ardent  defire 
for  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  that  he  always  retained  about 
him  the  mod  accomplifhed  fcholars  he  could  meet  with,  with 
whom  he  perpetually  engaged  in  literary  enquiries  and  pur- 
fuits. 

Nor  was  his  wifdom  a  treafure  locked  up  in  his  own  breaft, 
and  referved  merely  for  his  private  entertainment :  it  was 
ipread  around  him  in  a  mod  plentiful  manner.  He  was  ex¬ 
tremely  folicitous  to  have  his  fubjeCts  enlightened  and  improv¬ 
ed,  and  zealoufly  fought  out  every  method  that  could  contri¬ 
bute  to  fo  defirable  an  effeCt.  For  this  purpofe,  one  of  his  fir  ft 
Heps  was  to  invite  from  the  Britifh  monafteries,  and  from  the 
continent,  as  many  learned  men  as  poffible,  whom  he  received 
with  open  arms,  made  his  chofen  companions  and  fr  iends,  and 
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fBeourap-ed  bv  the  higheft  marks  of  diftindtion  and  favour. 

O  J  o 

In  concurrence  with  them,  and  by  their  means,  he  erected  a 
number  of  fchools  for  the  inftruCtion  of  his  people. 

That  the  path  of  knowledge  might  be  rendered’  {till 
eafier  to  the  Englifh  nation,  Alfred  employed  the  able  per- 
fons  who  were  about  him,  in  writing  fuch  books  as  were 
calculated  for  the  informaton  of  the  multitude.  A  molt  judi¬ 
cious  and  ufeful  fcheme !  And  as  there  were  but  few  who  were 
capable  of  putting  it  into  execution,  he  commenced  author 
himfelf,  and  compofed  a  variety  of  pieces ;  fo  great  a  variety, 
that  we  are  aftonifhed  at  his  finding  Ieifure  to  produce  them, 
in  the  mi'd ft  of  the  dangerous  wars,  and  important  public 
concerns,  in  which  he  was  continually  engaged. 

The  motive  from  which  his  literary  performances  took 
their  rife,  does  him  honour,  Ffe  did  not  write  from  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  vanity,  or  even  from  a  defire  of  obtaining  a  laud¬ 
able  reputation  ;  but  Solely  from  a  view  to  the  welfare  of 
his  Subjects,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  He  took  the  la¬ 
bour  upon  him,  becaufe  no  one  elfe  was  fo  well  qualified  for 
difeharging  it.  If  we  examine  the  catalogue  of  his  works, 
we  fhall  perceive  that  the  matters  he  treated  of  were  worthy  of 
his  character,  as  the  prince  and  father  of  his  country.  Many 
of  his  competitions  related  to  the  grand  objects  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  laws,  and  others  of  them  were  proper  for  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  general,  calculated  to  in fp ire  them  with  devotion,  to 
excite  their  attention  to  the  moral  virtues,  and  to  provide 
for  them  an  inftruCtive  and  innocent  entertainment. 

Befides  his  original  productions,  he  tranflated  a  number  of 
pieces;  and  his  method  of  doing  it  defer ces  notice.  He  em¬ 
ployed  the  learned  men  who  were  with  him,  to  give  the  gene¬ 
ral  fenfe  of  an  author,  and  then  he  put  it  into  a  properdrefs  ; 
not  with  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  the  literal  fignificati  >n,  but  in 
a  free  manner,  and  with  fuch  alterations  and  additions  as  were 
fuitable  to  his  purpofes,  and  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  his 
Subjects.  The  reafon  why  he  did  not  con  fig  n  this  whole  b  u  fi¬ 
ne!  s  to  others,  but  took  it  upon  himfelf,  was,  becaufe  hi-s  ow  n 
ftyle  was  peculiarly  clear,  eafy,  and  fluent, and  better  adapted 
to  the  inftrudhon  and  entertainment  of  the  nation,  than  the 
ftyle  of  mere  fcholars  would  have  been.  A  fact  this,  which 
confirms  the  observation,  that  perfons  in  the  Superior  Stations 
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of  life,  and  who  have  an  enlarged  acquaintance  with  the 
world,  greatly  excel,  in  the  perfpicuity  and  harmony  of  their 
language.  Inch  as  live  immured  in  books,  and  diaw  from 
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them  alone  their  turn  of  compofition. 

Alfred  did  not  pay  an  attention  to  his  own  times  only,  but 
had,  in  moil  of  his  undertakings,  the  nobleft  views  to  the  wel-* 
fare  of  pofterity.  Befides  the  lchools  eredted  by  him  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  he  prohibited  any  one  from  aftuming  the  trull 
and  dignity  of  a  magUlrate,  who  was  not  verfed  in  learning  s 
and,  that  there  might  not  be  wanting  a  fupply  of  men  qua¬ 
lified  to  difcharge  the  feveral  offices  of  government,  he  com¬ 
pelled,  by  law,  thofe  who  had  competent  fortunes  to  give 
their  children  a  proper  education. 

One  principal  object,  which  ffiewed  hisregardfor  pofterity, 
and  hath  rendered  his  name  peculiarly  illuftrious,  was  his  being 
the  founder  of  the  univerftty  of  ( Oxford.  We  fay  the  founder 
of  it :  for  though  we  are  not  infenfible  that  fome  writers  have 
contended  for  a  higher  antiquity,  we  are  well  fatisiied  that  all 
fuch  pretences  have  no  folid  foundation;  and  think  it  a  much 
greater  glory  to  this  famous  Seminary, to  date  its  original  from 
fo  eminent  a  perfon,  than  to  feek  the  vain  and  fabulous  honour 
of  being  eftablifhed  in  an  earlier  period.  Three  halls  were 
eredied  by  Alfred,  in  each  of  which  twenty-fix  fcholars  were 
educated.  The fciences  taught  were  divinity,  logic,  mufic, 
geometry,  aftronomy,  grammar,  and  rhetoric;  and  the  ableft 
men  of  the  age  were  appointed  the  teachers.  Such  was  the 
beginning  of  Oxford,  as  a  feat  of  letters,  and  the  refidence  of 
the  Mufes :  and  ft  nee  that  time  it  hath  rifen  to  the  utmoft  de¬ 
gree  of  fplendor,  and  has  become  the  largeft  univerftty  in  the 
world.  It  has  no  equal  for  the  number  and  magnificence  of 
its  colleges  and  public  buildings,  the  fizc  and  fplendour  of  its, 
libraries,  the  multitude  of  its  profeffors  and  pupils,  and  the 
variety  of  its  endowments.  It  hath  produced  perfons  eminent 
in  all  branches  of  literature :  clafficai  and  polite  learning  have 
appeared  in  it  with  peculiar  luftre :  it  is  now  adorned  by  many 
diftinguifhed  names :  and  we  wiffi,  that,  to  the  lateft  pofteri-. 
ty,  it  may  not  only  maintain,  but  increafe  its  dignity,  by  con¬ 
tinuing  the  habitation  of  fubftantial  knowledge,  true  tafte* 
and  national  inftruction,. 
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Alfred  fhlnes  with  equal,  perhaps  with  greater  glory,  as  a 
legiflator,  than  he  doth  .as  a  friend  and  patron  of  letters  in  ge¬ 
neral;  and  notone  of  our  Englifh  princes  deferves'to  be  named 
with  him  in  this  refpedb.  In  order  to  provide  for  his  fubjedts 
a  full  body  of  laws,  he  fearched  into  the  indications  of  foreign, 
nations,  collected  the  regulations  of  the  Britifh  kings,  and  of 
his  Saxon  ancedors,  and  drew  from  them  what  was  moft  valu¬ 
able  and  ufefuL  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  code  efta- 
blifhedbyhim  has  not  been  tranfmitted  to  us  entire :  but  enough, 
of  it  remains  to  fill  us  with  the  warmed  veneration  for  his  me¬ 
mory,  and  to  convince  us  that  he  had  the  nobleft  views  for  the 
happinefs  of  poderity,  as  well  as  of  his  own  times.  Indeed,  his 
character  muft  always  be  held  inpeculiar  edeem  by  the  natives 
of  this  ifland;  fince  to  him  wTe  are  indebted  for  many  of  the 
mod  important  privileges  which,  at  the  prefen t  day,  confti- 
tute  the  dignity  and  felicity  of  our  political  conditudon. 

With  relation  to  Alfred's  (kill  in  the  arts,  and  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  commerce,  he  was  fuperior  to  any  monarch  of  the 
age.  He  eredted  cities,  repaired  palaces,  and  applied  himfelf 
diligently  to  the  dudy  of  (hip-building,  fo  as  to  reduce  it  to  a 
fcience,  and  invented  veiTels  of  luch  a  condrudlion,  as  enabled 
him  to  obtain  thevidtory  in  feveral  engagementswith  theDanes. 
From  a  motive  of  piety,  and  to  relieve  the  Chridians  of  Mala¬ 
bar,  he  is  recorded  to  have  fent  perfons  to  the  Ead  Indies; 
and  his  (hips  are  faid  to  have  returned  from  the  voyage  with 
precious  dones,  perfumes,  and  other  valuable  commodities* 
It  is  a  certain  fadt,  that  he  attempted  the  difeovery  of  the 
north-cad  p adage,  and  employed  Odther,  a  Dane,  and  WoK 
dan,  an  Englifhman,  for  that  purpofe. 

If  we  confider  the  religion  of  Alfred,  though  it  undoubt* 
edly  partook  of  the  temper  of  the  times,  yet  we  have  no  rca* 
fon  to  believe  that  it  was  remarkably  fuperditious.  There  is 
nothing  recorded  of  him  which  favours  of  the  mean  and. 
monkrfh  fpirit  obfervahle  in  many  preceding  and  fuceeding 
princes.  His  piety  was  very  fincere  and  fervent;  and  as  ra** 
tional  as  the  period  in  which  he  lived  would  admit. 

During  his  reign,  and  under  his  influence  and  encourage-* 
ment, there  flourifhed  feveral  learned  men,  who  abided  him  in 
his  noble  undertakings,  and  deferve  to  be  mentioned  with  ho¬ 
nour,  Fie  is  laid  to  have  founded  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  at 
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the  requeft  of  St.  Neof,  who,  together  with  Grimbald,  was 
appointed  profeffor  of  divinity.  Grimbald  had  been  invited 
from  abroad,  in  confequence  of  his  great  reputation  for  lite¬ 
rature;  and  is  fpoken  of  by  all  writers  as  a  perfon  of  very  il- 
luftrious  charadter  and  merit.  Alfred,  alfo,  retained  at  his 
court,  and  patronifed,  Johannes  Scotus  Erigena,  a  man  of 
a  very  acute  genius,  and  whofe  name  is  exceedingly  fa¬ 
mous  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  for  having  ftrongly  oppofed, 
and  written  againft,  the  dodtrine  of  tranfubftantiation, 
which  had  been  fupported  by  Pafchafius,  and  then  began 'to 
gain  ground  in  the  church.  But  the  chief  favourite  of  the 
king  feems  to  have  been  Afferius,  who  accompanied  him 
wherever  he  went,  ftudied  along  with  him,  and  ailifted  him 
in  the  execution  of  ail  his  literary  defigns.  Afferius  wrote 
an  account  of  the  life  and  adtions  of  his  royal  mailer  ;  and 
in  the  perufal  of  it  we  were  particularly  firuck  with  the 
account  that  is  given  of  the  bad  health  under  which  Alfred 
continually  laboured.  That  in  fueh  circumftances  he  could 
perform  fo  vail  a  variety  of  adtions,  civil  and  military, 
commercial  and  literary,  is  really  a  matter  of  aftonilh-* 
ment. 


In  Alfred  we  may  behold  what  amazing  effedts  may  be 
produced  by  the  genius  and  abilities  of  one  man.  Such  was 
the  influence  he  had  upon  the  nation,  that,  in  a  few  years, 
it  was  transformed  into  quite  another  people.  The  Englifh, 
from  being  cowardly,  poor,  defpicable,  and  ignorant,  be¬ 
came  brave,  rich,  refpedtable,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
knowing  and  polite  :  but  they  were  governed  by  a  prince 
who  was  almoft  a  prodigy  in  every  refpedl ;  and  we  muft 
travel  through  feveral  centuries,  before  we  ihali  find  a  cha- 
radter  on  which  we  can  expatiate  with  equal  plea  lure,  and 
which  does  fo  much  honour  to  human  nature. 

When  we  confider  the  character  of  Alfred,  the  uncom¬ 
mon  enlargement  of  his  mind,  and  the  prodigious  pains  he 
took  to  diffufe  knowledge  among  his  fubjedts,  we  may  be 
ready  to  wonder,  that  his  efforts  were  not  attended  with 
greater  confequences;  and  that  literature  did  not,  after  his 
reign,  flourifh  more  in  the  nation  than  we  find  it,  in  fadf,  to 
have  done.  But  our  iurprize  will  ceafe,  if  we  reflect  on  the 
circumftances  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  by  which 
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lie  was  fucceeded.  Though  Alfred  was  a  prodigy,  yet  his 
own  improvements  were  much  limited  by  the  ignorance  of 
the  age  ;  and  he  mu  ft  neceffariiy  have  been  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  a  thoufand  things,  that  are  at  prefent  known  by 
perfons  of  very  moderate  capacities.  This  too  was  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  the  profefiors  and  tutors  appointed  by  him 
at  Oxford,  and  other  places.  They  had  not  accurate  and 
extenfive  views  of  any  fcience  ;  and,  therefore,  could  not 
communicate  fuch  views  to  their  dilciples.  Indeed  it  was 
not  poffible,  in  fo  dark  a  period,  to  make  a  large  progrefs 
in  true  philofophy  and  found  learning.  The  date  of  re¬ 
ligion,  the  fcarcity  of  books,  the  prevailing  manners  of  the 
world,  the  want  of  good  examples,  all  flood  in  oppofition 
to  the  advancement  of  real  wifdom.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  repeated  invafions  of  the* Danes,  put  a  flop  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  knowledge,  and  at  length  brought  back  almofit 
an  univerfal  barbarifm. 

Neverthelefs,  the  fruits  of  Alfred’s  endeavours  were  not 
immediately  loft  :  the  fpirit  introduced  by  him  fubfifted  for 
a  time,  and  operated  pretty  ftrongly  during  the  lives  of  his 
two  fucceffors.  Adi  hiftorians  agree  in  beftowing  high  en¬ 
comiums  upon  his  fon  Edward,  and  in  reprefenting  him  as 
not  much  inferior  to  his  father.  It  is,  however,  but  little 
which  is  faid  of  his  literary  character  ;  though  enough  to 
convince  us  that  he  was  a  man  of  abilities  and  underftand- 
ing.  Perhaps  we  may  confider  as  fome  proof  of  it,  a  re¬ 
markable  regulation  he  made,  that  if  a  fervant  was  guilty 
of  theft,  the  perfon  who  recommended  him  fhould  be  an- 
fwerable  for  his  crime,  and  refponftble  for  his  right  beha* 
vionr.  We  read,  alio,  that  Edward  was  particularly  care¬ 
ful  in  the  education  of  his  children  :  that,  in  confequence 
of  his  attention  in  this  refped,  they  were  diftinguiflied  by 
their  improvements;  and  that  his  daughters  were  fo  cele¬ 
brated  for  their  accomplifhments,  as  to  be  fought  after,  and 
obtained  in  maniage,  by  the  greateft  foreign  princes,  kings* 
and  emperors. 

But  the  grand  point  which  intitles  him  to  a  place  in  the 
hiftory  of  letters,  is  his  being  generally  looked  upon  as  the 
founder  of  the  univerftty  of  Cambridge.  The  fad:,  how¬ 
ever,  like  other  ancient  fads,  is  not  fo  clear  as  to  be  wholly 
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free  from  difpute;  while  feme  go  back  to  the  fabulous  age$* 
for  the  original  of  this  famous  ieminary;  and  feme  contend 
that  it  had  no  exigence,  as  a  fchool  of  learning,  till  the  year 
ii  1.0,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Firft.  Rut,  without  en¬ 
tering  into  thefe  controverdes,  we  fhall  embrace  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  opportunity  of  obferving,  that,  from  fmall  beginnings, 
Cambridge  is  become,  in  a  courfe  of  time,  exceedingly  il- 
luftrious,  and,  in  rank,  the  fecond  univerfity  in  the  world. 
Inferior  to  Oxford  in  magnitude,  beauty,  the  number  of 
colleges,  buildings,  profeffors,  and  dudents,  it  is,  notwith- 
danding,  capable  of  beading  many  noble  edifices  and  foun¬ 
dations.  Rut  though  Cambridge  mud  yield  the  palm,  in 
thefe  refpedts,  to  her  fider,  we  fuppofe  die  will  be  unwil¬ 
ling;  to  do  it  in  the  valuable  attainments  of  fcience  and  lite- 
rature.  She,  as  well  as  Oxford,  hath  produced  a  number 
of  eminent  men,  feveral  of  whom  we  diall  have  occadon  to 
mention  in  the  courfe  of  our  work ;  not,  indeed,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  dngle  feminary,  but  as  the  ornaments  of  their 
country,  and  the  glory  of  human  nature.  It  has  often  been 
faid,  that  Oxford  has  excelled  in  the  knowledge  of  the  daf¬ 
fies,  belles  lettres,  and  the  languages ;  while  Cambridge 
hath  made  a  fuperior  progrefs  in  philofephv,  mathematics, 
and  the  feverer  ftudies.  Neverthelefs,  it  mud  be  granted, 
that  die  has  always  educated  many  perfcns  who  have  been 
celebrated  for  their  tade  in  polite  learning  ;  and  can,  at  this 
day,  triumph  in  her  poets  and  her  critics.  For  our  part, 
we  dneerely  wife  prosperity  to  both,  and  hope  there  will 
never  be  any  other  contention  between  them,  than  who 
fhall  form  the  greated  number  of  characters  that  will  be 
an  honour  to  religion,  to  letters,  and  to  the  public. 

The  care  which  Edward  took  of  the  education  of  his 
children,  was  vidble  in  his  fens,  as  well  as  in  his  daughters; 
and  it  was  particularly  apparent  in  Atheldan  his  fucceflor, 
who  is,  on  all  hands,  confeded  to  have  been  a  very  illuf- 
trious  and  aceomplidied  prince,  and  who  is  judly  ranked 
among  the  lawgivers  of  England.  His  eloquence  is,  like- 
wile,  highly  extolled  by  hidorians,  who  have  been  pleafed 
to  affert  that  he  was  equal,  in  this  refpect,  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  orators.  There  was  a  regulation  made  during  this 
that  fhews  an  enlargement  of  mind  much  above 
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die  times,  and  which  even  more  civilized  ages  have  not 
been  able  to  reach  :  it  was,  that  a  merchant  who  had 
effected  three  voyages  to  the  Streights,  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  fhould  be  put  on  a  footing  with  a  thane.  There 
is  one  fadt  related  concerning  Athelfian,  which,  if  fuffi- 
ciently  authenticated,  would  appear  of  peculiar  import¬ 
ance  in  a  furvey  of  literature.  We  are  confidently  told, 
by  feveral  modern  writers,  that  he  ordered  the  Bible  to  be 
tranflated  out  of  the  Hebrew  into  the  Saxon  language, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjedts.  If  this  be  true,  it  was 
a  work  of  the  utmofi:  ufefulnefs  and  value,  and  fhews  the 
inftitutions  of  Alfred  to  have  produced  very  happy  ef¬ 
fects.  But,  notwithflanding  the  improvements  introduced 
by  that  prince,  it  is  much  to  be  quefiioned  whether  ther$ 
were  any  perfons  in  the  kingdom  capable  of  executing  fo 
grand  a  defign :  for  in  the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the 
beft  fcholars  Europe  afforded  feem  to  have  been  little,  if  at 
all,  acquainted  with  the  oriental  tongues. 

From  the  days  of  Athelfian  down  to  the  Conquefi,  the 
ftate  of  knowledge  evidently  went  backward,  and  the  nation 
funk  into  the  depth  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  Europe 
in  general,  during  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries, 
was  over-run  with  ignorance  and  barbarity ;  and  Eng¬ 
land,  if  poffible,  was  in  a  Fill  worfe  condition.  It  is  really 
painful  to  reflect,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  hundred 
years,  we  meet  with  little  worthy  to  be  recorded.  Like  tra^ 
vellers  in  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  we  often  fee  nothing  for  a 
long  time  together,  but  barren  fands ;  and  if  now  and  then 
we  come  to  a  verdant  fpot,  though  that  fpot  is  extremely 
beautiful,  compared  with  the  dreary  prolpecf  around  ir, 
yet  it  partakes  of  the  fterility  of  the  foil  by  which  it  is  erv* 
com  paired. 

The  difputes  that  agitated  the  world,  were  of  too  low  and 
trifling  a  nature  to  merit  a  place  in  our  work.  The  info* 
lent  and  fiery  Dunfian,  whofe  learning  is  highly  extolled 
by  the  monks,  principally  employed  his  abilities  in  con¬ 
tending  for  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy.  How  little  clerical 
men  were  engaged  in  literary  purfuits,  appears,  from  a 
canon,  enjoining  every  priefi  to  learn  fome  occupation  as  a 
handicraftftpan  ;  a  regulation,  which,  as  .circumftances 
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flood,  was  exceedingly  proper  and  reasonable.  Another 
decree  prefcribed,  that  they  fhould  be  capable  of  repeating 
the  Creed  and  the  Pater-nofter.  In  the  reign,  however^ 
of  Ethelred  the  lid,  it  is  faid,  a  million  was  fent  to  Nor¬ 
way,  at  the  requefl  of  the  king  of  the  country,  to  convert 
the  Norwegians  and  the  Swedes  to  the  phriftian  reli¬ 
gion.  The  archbiihop  of  York  and  other  divines  went 
over  upon  this  occaflon,  and  had  great  fuccefs,  though  forne 
of  them  afterwards  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 
What  their  real  qualifications  were,  and  what  influence 
they  had,  we  are  not  able  to  fay;  but  we  may  be  well  af- 
fured  that  their  inftrudtions  were  tinftured  with  the  defeats 
of  the  times. 

While  fo  much  darknefs  prevailed  in  the  kingdom,  and 
every  thing  was  gradually  giving  way  to  the  pretenflons  of 
the  Roman  fee,  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  the  church 
of  England  had  not  as  yet  embraced  the  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  dodtrine  of  tranlubflantiation.  This  is  evident  from  fe¬ 
ver  a!  teflimonies,  and  particularly  from  the  writings  of  Al- 
fric,  flyled  the  Grammarian,  who  is  almoft  the  only  perfon 
that  deferves  to  be  mentioned  for  more  than  a  century;  and 
who  is  chiefly  remarkable  by  Having  tranflated  from  the 
Latin  a  let  of  homilies  for  the  ufe  of  the  clergy,  now 
fo  generally  and  totally  ignorant,  as  to  be  utterly  incapable 
of  compoiing  difcourfes  for  the  benefit  of  their  people.  With 
refpedl,  likewife,  to  the  princes  who  fucceeded  Athelftan, 
we  meet  with  nothing  but  the  reduction  of  the  feveral  Sax¬ 
on  flatutes  and  cuftoms  into  one  body,  by  Edward  the 
Confeffor;  and  a  law  of  the  fame  monarch,  that  flu- 
dious  men  fhould  be  fecure  in  their  eflates  and  proper¬ 
ties :  an  inftitution  which  manifefled  a  love  of  literature, 
though  it  might  not  contribute  greatly  to  its  advance¬ 
ment. 


We  {hall  conclude  this  difagreeable  account  of  things 
with  obferving,  that  poetry  was  not  wholly  neglected,  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  as  well  as  during  the  former  part  of  the  pe¬ 
riod  we  have  defcribed.  It  has  been  queftioned  whether 
minflrels  exifled  among  the  Saxons;  but  that  they  had 
fu  ch  an  order  of  men,  has  been  proved  to  the  full  con¬ 
viction  even  of  the  perfons  who  had  difputed  the  fadt. 

'  *  4  1  «  '  '  >•  4  ‘  4  ••  ■  *  1  •  -  '  i  -  “4  t  < 

2  i  The 


THE  STATE  OF  KNOWLEDGE,  &c,  xxvii 

The  Danes,  too,  had  their  poets  ;  as  might  be  expected  in 
a  nation  that  came  from  Scandanavia,  where  the  Scaldie 
bards  had  fiouriihed  from  early  times.  King  Canute  the 
Great  hands  upon  record  for  his  poetic  talents,  and  the  firft 
flanza  of  a  fong  compofed  by  him  is  preferved  in  one  of 
pur  old  writers.  The  poetry  of  the  age  had,  however,  nq 
great  effedt  in  promoting  a  general  fpirit  of  knowledge  and 
improvement.  It  infpired  our  ancehors  with  courage  ;  it 
jexhilirated  them  at  their  feilivals ;  it  fometimes  aided  their 
devotion  :  when  love  was  the  fubjedt,  it  contributed,  in  a 
certain  degree,  to  foften  their  minds.  But  all  this  did  not 
prevent  their  continuing  in  a  very  grofs  hate  of  ignorance 
and  barbarity. 
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State  of  Affairs  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Tear  1781.  "Meeting  of  P aril a??ient» 
Speech  from  the  Throne .  Addrcjfes  moved  for  in  both  Houfes ,  and  conft* 
quent  Debates , 


AT  the  clofe  of  the  American 
campaign  of  the  year  1781, 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  on 
that  continent,  and  particularly  the 
capture  or  the  army  under  earl  Corn¬ 
wallis,  afforded  the  mod  gloomy 
profpedt  to  the  mother  country,  and 
put  almofl  a  total  period  to  the  hopes 
of  thofe  wh©  had  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  fubj ligation  of  the  colonies. 
'The  immenfc  expence,  the  great 
accumulation  of  public  debt  which 
had  been  brought  upon  the  nation, 
by  this  ever  to  be  lamented  coined, 
the  effufion  of  human  blood  which 
it  had  occafioned,  the  diminution  of 
trade,  and  the  increafe  of  taxes  ; 
thefe  were  evils  of  fuch  a  magnitude, 
as  could  fcarcely  be  overlooked  even 
by  the  mod  infendble  and  inatten¬ 
tive.  The  danger  of  Great  Britain 
was  alfo  confiderable,  by  the  formi¬ 
dable  confederacy  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  againd  her,  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  united  naval  force,  and 
by  her  not  having  the  abidance  of  a 
fingle  ally. 

In  the  Ead  Indies,  the  Britidi  af¬ 
fairs  were  alfo  in  a  date  extremely 


critical ;  the  war  with  the  Marattas, 
and  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  the  dif- 
contents  in  Bengal,  in  confequence 
of  the  little  attention  that  had  been 
paid  to  the  laws,  manners,  and 
ufhges  of  the  natives,  had  materi¬ 
ally  affedted  and  endangered  the  in- 
tettds  of  the  Ead-India  company, 
and  thrown  their  affairs  into  grea^ 
confufion.  It  was  hoped,  however, 
that  their  pofTeflions  might  receive 
confiderable  additional  fecurity,  frorrt 
the  fignal  advantages  that  had  been 
obtained  over  Hyder  Ally,  by  the 
courage  and  military  Hull  of  fir 
Eyre  Coote. 

The  Britidi  Wed-India  iflands, 
which  had  not  hitherto  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  enemy,  were  far  from 
being  in  a  date  of  fecurity  ;  and 
very  ferious  apprehenfions  were  en¬ 
tertained  concerning  them,  by  thofe. 
planters  and  merchants  who  were 
intended  in  them.  The  low  date 
of  the  Dutch  navy,  and  fome  appa¬ 
rent  indecifion  in  their  councils,  had 
hitherto  prevented  the  republic  of 
Holland  from  making  that  oppofition 
to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  which 
h  i  rajght 


4  B  R  I  T  I  S 

M 

might  have  been  ex pe&ed  :  but  the 
behaviour  ot  the  Dutch,  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  off  the  Dogger-bank, 
teemed  to  afford  a  fufficient  evidence, 
that  when  their  navy  fhould  be  aug¬ 
mented,  they  would  be  found  a  very 
formidable  enemy. 

In  Ireland,  though  the  liberal 
copceffioiis  which  had  been  lately 
made  to  that  kingdom,  by  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  had  in 
fome  degree  leffened  the  difeontents 
which  had  been  manifefted  there, 
the  minds  of  men  were  ilill  far  from 
being  entirely  compofed  :  and  it  was 
yet  an  arduous  talk  to  fettle  the 
points  in  conteff  with  wifdom  and 
with  juftice,  and  to  the  fatisfadlion 
of  both  kingdoms.  To  thefe  ob- 
fervations  it  may  be  added,  that 
notwithftanding  the  ill  fuccefs  which' 
had  attended  the  meafures  of  admi- 
niftration,  notwithftanding  the  ac¬ 
cumulated  national  calamities  which 
were  the  evident  refult  of  thofe 
meafures,  there  feemed  no  appear¬ 
ance  or  probability  of  the  ipeedy 
removal  of  the  miniftry  from  power. 
They  were  fupported  by  the  crown  ; 
their  mifeondudt  had  not  prevented 
their  having  a  large  party  in  the 
nation  ;  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people  difeovered  too  little  fpirit,  cr 
sidlivity,  to  afford  a  profpedl  of  any 
important  political  revolution. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things,  when 
the  Second  feifton  of  the  fifteenth 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  com¬ 
menced  at  Weftminfter,  on  the  27th 
of  November,  1781.  Inthefpeech 
from  the  throne,  his  maiefty  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  war  was  ftill  unhap¬ 
pily  prolonged  by  that  reftlefs  am¬ 
bition  which  firft  excited  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  hjs  crown  and  people  to 
commence  it,  and  which  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  to  disappoint  his  earned:  defire 
and  diligent  exertion  to  reftore  the 
public  tranquility.  But  be  fihou 
pot  anfyper  the  tiuft  co  mmitted 
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the  Sovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor 
make  a  Suitable  return  to  his  fub- 
jedfs  for  their  zealous  and  affedfion-. 
ate  attachment  to  him,  if  he  con- 
fented  to  facrifice,  either  to  his  own 
defire  of  peace,  or  to  their  tempo*, 
rary  eafe  and  relief,  thofe  effential 
rights  and  permanent  interefts,  upon 
the  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
which  the  future  ftrength  and  fecu- 
rity  of  Great  Britain  mull  depend. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  Speech  his  nn-. 
jefty  touched,  in  as  gentle  a  manner 
as  the  cafe  would  admit,  co  the  late 
capture  of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his 
army.  The  events  of  war,  he  faid, 
had  been  very  unfortunate  to  his 
arms  in  Virginia,  having  ended  in 
the  iofs  of  his  forces  in  that  pro^ 
vince.  No  endeavours,  he  added, 
had  been  wanting  on  his  part  to  ex- 
tinguifh  that  Spirit  of  rebellion,  which 
his  enemies  had  found  means  to  fo* 
ment  and  maintain  in  the  colonies, 
and  to  red  ore  to  his  deluded  fubjedts 
in  America  that  happy  and  prosper¬ 
ous  condition,  which  thev  had  tor- 
merly  derived  from  a  due  obedience 
to  the  laws  ;  but  the  late  misfortune 
in  that  quarter  called  loudly  for  the 
firm  concurrence  and  affiftance  of 
parliament,  in  order  to  fruftrate  the 
defigns  of  their  enemies,  which 
were  equally  pre  judical  to  the  real 
interefts  of  America,  and  to  thof 
of  Great  Britain.  He  recommend¬ 
ed  to  them,  to  refume  thole  inquh 
ries  into  the  ftate  and  condition  o'z 
the  Brifilh  dominions  and  revenues 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  which  had  been 
commenced  in  the  preceding  felfton  ; 
and  expreffed  his  full  perfuafton, 
that  they  would  proceed,  with  the 
fame  attention  and  anxiety  which 
they  had  manifefted  the  laft  year,  to 
confider  how  thofe  remote  provinces 
might  be  held  and  governed  with  the 
greateft  fecurity  and  advantage  to 
this  country,  and  by  what  means 
the  happinefs  of  the  native  inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants  might  be  bell  promoted.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  fpeech,  his  majefty 
obferved,  that  among  the  many  ill 
confequence.s  which  attended  the 
continuation  of  the  prefent  war,  he 
iincerely  regretted  the  additional 
burthens  which  it  mull:  unavoidably 
bring  upon  his  faithful  fubjedls  ;  but 
he  Hill  declared  his  perfect  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  juftice  of  his  caufe  ;  and 
that  he  had  no  doubtf  but  that,  by 
the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  his 
parliament,  by  the  valour  of  his 
fleets  and  armies,  and  by  a  vigor¬ 
ous,  animated,  and  united  exertion 
of  the  faculties  and  refources  ot  his 
people,  he  fhould  be.  enabled  to  re- 
fitore  the  bleffing  of  a  fafe  and  ho¬ 
nourable  peace  to  all  his  dominions. 

A  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
couched  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  was 
made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Ord.  The  former  ot  thefe 
gentlemen  obferved,  that  his  wiihes 
for  the  re-eflablifhment  of  peace 
were  ardent  and  fine  ere  ;  but  he  was 
fully  convinced,  that  a  durable  and 
advantageous  peace  could  refult  only 
from  the  firm,  vigorous,  and  unre¬ 
mitting  profecution  of  the  war.  The 
prefent  .was  not  the  time  to  relin- 
quifh  hope,  but  to  refolve  upon  ex¬ 
ertion,  By  defpair  we  thou  Id  in¬ 
vite  calamity  to  overwhelm  us  ;  and 
ill  would  it  become  a  great  and  va¬ 
liant  people,  whofe  refources  were 
yet  powerful  and  numerous,  to  fub- 
mit  where  they  fiiould  refill ;  to  look, 
with  indifference  upon  their  political 
importance  ;  and  to  tarnifh,  by  in¬ 
dolent  pufillanimity,  the  national 
and  dear-bought  glories.,  both  of  re  ■ 
mote  and  of  recent  arras,  inffead  of 
oppofing,  with  augmented  force,  a 
combination  whofe  inveterate  efforts 
to  throw  out  of  the  fca-le  of  Europe 
the  whole  political  exigence  of 
Gre^t  Britain,  were  ftrengthened  by 
the  late  victory  over  lord  Cornwallis 
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in  Virginia.  But  if  a  general  fpi- 
rit  of  unanimity,  fo  requifite  at  one 
of  the  moll  alarming  and  important 
periods  in  the  Britifli  annals/ were 
to  arife  within  the  walls  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  thence  to  diffufe  itfelf 
throughout  the  body  of  the  people, 
the  gloom  that  hovered  round  us 
would  rapidly  difperfe,  and  great 
fucceffes  would  condudl  the  nation 
back  to  all  its  prbline  fplendor  and 
felicity.  Mr.  (3rd  alfo  flrongly  ex¬ 
horted  the  houfe,  to  become  unanim¬ 
ous  in  their  refolutions  for  the  fup¬ 
port  of  government ;  and  declared 
himfelf  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
could  tend  to  rellore  the  greatnefs  of 
this  country  hut  a  fuccefsful  profe- 
cution  of  the  war,  which  might  lead 
to  fuch  a  peace  as  would  accord  with 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  Great 
Britain.  Similar  fentiments  were 
thrown  out  by  fame  other  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration  ; 
but  the  addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Fox  with  his  ufual  energy  and  ra¬ 
pidity  of  eloquence.  That  gentle¬ 
man  faid,  that  there  never  was  any 
time  when  it  was  fo  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve,  as  at  the  prefent,  that  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  the  fpeech  of  the 
king,  but  of  the  minifters.  He  had 
expedited,  and  it  had  been  the  ge¬ 
neral  expedition  of  many  others, 
that  this  fpeech  would  have  been  of 
a  very  different  tendency  ;  that  they 
fiiould  have  heard  his  rn  a  jelly  de¬ 
clare  from  the  throne,  a  that  he 
had  been  deceived  and  impofed  upon 
by  mi  fin  formation  and  mifreprefen- 
tation  ;  that,  in  confequence  of  his 
delufion,  the  parliament  had  been 
deluded  ;  but  that  now  the  decep¬ 
tion  was  at  an  end.  He  faw  that 
he  had  been  in  an  error,  and  that 
he  and  his  people  had  buffered  enough 
from  the  confequences  of  it  :  and, 
therefore,  that  he  requeffed  of  his 
parliament  to  devife  the  moft  fpeedy 
A  3  and 
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and  dire&  means  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  public  calamities,  and  of  re- 
ffcoring  peace,  fecurity,  and  happi- 
nefs  to  his  dominions. ”  But,  in¬ 
dead  of  a  fpeech  of  this  kind,  they 
had  heard  one  which  breathed  little 
elfe  but  rancour,  vengeance,  m'ifery, 
and  blood.  Thofe  w'ho  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  perfonal  character  of  the 
prince,  and  who  imagined  that  this 
fpeech  originated  from  himfelt, 
might  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  he  was 
an  tfnfeeling  defpot,  rejoicing  in  the 
horrid  facrifice  of  the  liberty  and 
exigence  of  the  fubjedt.  The  fpeech, 
npon  a  fair  condrudlion,  might  be 
underdood  to  convey  this  meaning  : 
“  Our  lolfes  have  been  Angularly  ca¬ 
lamitous.  The  blood  of  my  fub 
jedts  has  flowed  in  copious  and  un¬ 
availing  dreams.  The  treasures  of 
the  country  have  been  thrown  a- 
way  ;  and  the  weight  of  taxes  im- 
poled,  with  fuch  a  heavy  hand,  upon 
an  overburthened  and  linking  people, 
is  grown  at  length  aimed  intolerable. 
Yet  I  will  tax  you  to  the  lad  dul¬ 
ling.  When  all  hope  of  victory  is 
jfied  for  ever,  and  the  operations  of 
the  war  mud  accelerate  the  ruin  of 
the  empire,  I  will  forbid  you  to 
think  of  peace  ;  for  my  third  of  con- 
qued  is  not  quenched  ;  my  revenge 
is  unfated  ;  and  nothing  (liort  of  the 
total  fubjugation  of  my  opponents  is 
capable  of  appealing  it.”  When  all 
ranks  of  people  imagined  that  their 
monarch  would  have  cheared  them, 
with  the  glad  tidings  of  a  determi¬ 
nation  to  feek  for  peace,  and  have 
confeded  that  the  profpedt  of  luc- 
ceeding  in  the  prelent  mode  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  war,  was  vanidiing  for 
ever,  how  great  mud  be  their  ado- 
nilhment  and  concern  to  find,  that 
we  mud  purfue  it  at  all  events,  and 
that  we  were  not  to  red  until  we 
had  totally  lod  the  power  of  con¬ 
tending  with  the  force  that  arofe  a- 
gaind  ys  ? 


Mr.  Fox,  after  fome  fevere  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
minidry,  proceeded  to  obferve,  that 
if  they  were  entitled  to  any  recom- 
penfe  for  their  fervices,  it  ought  to 
be  conferred  by  France,  whole  bat¬ 
tles  they  might  be  confidered  as 
having  fought,  and  to  whofe  ag¬ 
grandizement  they  had  much  more 
contributed,  than  all  her  boaded 
victories  under  the  reign  of  Lewis 
the  Fourteenth.  The  fa6f,  indeed, 
was,  that  the  prefent  minidry  were 
a  curfe  to  this  country,  over  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  which  they  had  too  long  been 
buffered  to  p’-elide :  they  had  been 
notorious  for  their  ignorance,  their 
inactivity,  their  tamenefs,  and  their 
corruption.  The  time  would  furely 
come,  when  an  opprefled  and  irri¬ 
tated  people  would  firmly  call  for 
iignal  punishment  on  thofe  whofe 
councils  had  brought  the  nation  fe 
near  to  the  brink  of  dednudion.  An 
indignant  nation  would  furely,  in 
the  end,  compel  them  to  make  fome 
faint  atonement  for  the  magnitude 
ot  their  offences  on  a  public  fcaf- 
fold.  They  had  cut  up  our  valu¬ 
able  poffelfions  in  North  America,, 
and  feparated  us,  perhaps  for  ever, 
front  thofe  who  once  were  our  fellow 
fubjecds,  endeared  to  us  by  a  variety 
of  ties,  now  all  confumed  amiddthe 
flames  of  an  unnatural,  difadrous, 
and  frantic  war.  They  had  driven 
us  to  the  point  of  lofing  our  fettle* 
ments  in  the  Weft  Indies;  they  had 
not  afforded  proper  fuccour  either  to 
Port  Mahon  or  Gibraltar  ;  they 
had  dedreyed  our  commerce  ;  and 
rendered  us  a  mark  of  ridicule  and 
fcorn  to  all  the  dates  in  Europe  ; 
they  had  robbed  us  of  the  once  un- 
difputed  lovereignty  of  the  ocean  ; 
an  unrivalled  power,  in  confequence 
of  which  we  were  at  once  envied, 
feared,  and  refpedted  by  the  fur-g¬ 
rounding  nations.  Mr.  Fox  added, 
that  he  would^perdd  in  oppofing, 
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lay  every  tliethod  within  his  power, 
the  profecution  of  the  deftrudtive 
American  war  ;  and  that  he  would 
not  defift  from  his  oppofition  to  go¬ 
vernment,  till  the  minifters  were 
driven  from  the  helm,  who  had 
brought  the  nation  into  its  prefent 
perilous  fituation.  He  concluded 
with  moving,  that  the  whole  of  the 
propofed  addrefs  fiiould  be  omitted, 
excepting  the  firit  paragraph  ;  and 
that,  in  the  room  of  what  was  left 
out,  the  following  words  (liould  be 
added  as  an  amendment :  44  And  we 
will,  without  delay,  apply  ourfelves 
with  united  hearts  to  propofe  and 
digeft  fuch  councils  as  may,  in  this 
criiis,  excite  the  efforts,  point  the 
arms,  and,  by  a  total  change  of 
fyftem,  command  the  confidence  of 
ail  his  majefty’s  fubjedts.5’ 

The  motion  for  an  amendment  was 
•feconded  by  Mr.  Minchin  ;  and  it 
was  fupported  by  Mr.  Burke,  who 
remarked,  that  if  there  could  be  a 
greater  misfortune  than  had  been 
already  undergone  by  this  kingdom 
in  the  prefent  difgraceful  conteft,  it 
was  hearing  men  rile  up  in  the  great 
affembly  of  the  nation  to  vindicate 
fuch  meafures.  1  his  was  the.  mod: 
alarming  part  of  our  condition.  For 
if  the  miniftry,  and  the  parliament, 
were  not  to  be  taught  by  experience  ; 
if  neither  calamities  could  make  them 
feel,  nor  the  voice  of  God  make 
them  wife,  what  had  this  fallen  and 
undone  country  to  hope  for  ?  If  any 
thing  could  tend  to  dejedfthe  people 
of  England,  to  make  them  defpair  of 
their  fituation,  and  refign  themfelves 
to  their  fate,  it  mud:  be  to  receive 
information  that  their  mini  tiers,  af¬ 
ter  all  that  had  been  fuffered,  were 
yet  determined  to  go  on  with  the 
American  war.  A  battle  might  be 
loft,  an  enterprise  might  ltiiRarry, 
an  ifland  might  be  captured,  an  army 
might  be  loft  in  the  hdf  of  caufes, 
and  even  under  a.  fyftem  of  vigour 
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and  forefight ;  becaufe  the  battle* 
after  all  the  wifdom  and  bravery  of 
man,  was  in  the  hands  of  heaven  ; 
but  if  either,  or  all  thefe  calamities* 
had  happened  in  a  good  caufe^  and 
under  the  aufpices  of  a  vigilant  ad- 
miniftration,  a  brave  people  would 
not  defpair.  They  would  be  ani¬ 
mated  by  their  injuries ;  they  would 
colled!  energy  from  difappointment  5 
and  feeling  and  knowing  that  a  great 
and  good  miniftry  would  be  infti- 
gated,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  ftrikc  fom© 
bold,  new,  and  deciftve  ftroke,  they; 
would  arm,  and  refolve  to  fecond 
them.  They  would  gather  addi¬ 
tional  ftretigth  from  their  hopes  ~ 
and  with  a  naw  foul  they  would 
proceed  to  the  execution  of  whatever, 
their  miniftry  fhould  projedl,  and 
their  leaders  undertake.  But  it  was 
not  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Amidft: 
all  their  fuffe rings,  and  their  mis¬ 
fortunes,  they  faw  nothing  fo  dif- 
trefling  as  the  weaknefs  or  wicked- 
nefs  of  their  minifters.  It  feemed 
ftill  determined  to  go  on,  without 
plan,  and  without  forefight,  in  this, 
war  of  calamities ;  for  every  thing 
that  happened  in  it  was  a  calamity. 
He  confidered  them  all  alike,  vic¬ 
tories  and  defeats  ;  towns  taken* 
and  towns  evacuated  ;  new  generals 
appointed,  and  old  generals  re¬ 
called  ;  they  were  all  alike  calami¬ 
ties  in  his  eyes }  for  they  all  fpurred 
us  on  to  this  fatal  bufinefs.  Vic¬ 
tories  gave  us  hopes,  defeats  mad® 
us  defperate,  and  both  mitigated  us 
to  go  on.  They  were,  therefore, 
both  calamities  ;  and  the  king’s 
•fpeech  was  the  greateft  calamity  of 
all ;  for  the  king’s  fpeech  {hewed  tis 
the  difpofition  of  the  minifters  i  and 
this  difpofition  was  not  to  retreat  an 
inch  ;  to  go  on,  to  plunge  us  deeper* 
to  make  our  fituation  more  disgrace¬ 
ful,  and  more  unhappy. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  It  was 
contended  on  the  part  of  admini-* 
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fixation,  ami  particularly  by  lord 
'North,  that  by  the  addrefs,  as  ori¬ 
ginally  propoied,  the  houfe  did  not 
pledge  themfelves  to  any  continuance 
of  the  American  war  :  but  this  was 
firongly  denied  by  the  gentlemen  in 
oppoikion.  The  houfe  at  length  di¬ 
vided  on  the  amendment,  which  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  2 1 8  to  1 29  ; 
and  the  addrefs  was  then  carried,  as 
originally  propoied. 

When  the  report  of  the  addrefs 
was  brought  up  the  following  day, 
it  again  met  with  lome  farther  op- 
political  :  and  Mr.  William  Pitt  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfell  on  this  occaiion. 
He  declared,  that  the  duty  he  owed 
to  his  fove reign,  and  to  his  country, 
would  not  permit  him  to  remain  in 
liience,  when  he  faw  the  mini ilrv 
running  headlong  into  meafurcs, 
Which  could  end  only  in  the  ruin  of 
the  date.  He  wifned  to  fliew  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  fovereign,  and  to 
his  family,  by  holding  to  him  a  lan¬ 
guage,  which  would  drew  him  that 
he  had  been  deceived  by  thofe  to 
whom  he  looked  for  advice.  He 
wifhed  to  difeharge  his  duty  to  his 
country,  by  endeavouring  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  parliament  from  precipi¬ 
tately  voting  an  addrefs,  which 
pledged  the  houfe  in  the  mod  direft 
manner  to  profecute  the  American 
war,  and  to  fupport  the  continuance 
of  that  fatal  lyftem,  which  had  led 
this  country,  ftep  bv  dep,  to  the 
mod  calamitous  and  difsuaceful  fitu- 
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avion,  to  which  a  once  hounding 
'  and  glorious  empire  could  poilibly 
be  reduced  :  a  dtuation  that  threat¬ 
ened  the  final  diiiblution  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  if  not  prevented  by  timely, 
wife,  and  vigorous  efforts.  He  im- 
plored  them  to  paufe  a  moment,  and 
to  confider  what  they  were  doing. 
The  propofed  addrefs,  he  faid,  was 
couched  in  terms  the  mod  hypocri¬ 
tical  and  dein  five  ;  and  if  differed, 
in  a  cribs  fo  alarming  and  melan¬ 


choly,  to  be  publilhed  to  the  wrorld 
as  the  real  fenti  meats  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  it  would  be  an  addi¬ 
tional  misfortune,  greater  than  any 
that  had  yet  preceded  it.  It  would 
at  once  deceive  the  king,  proditute 
the  judgment  of  parliament,  and 
degrade  its  dignity,  infuit  the  people, 
and  fuperinduce  confeqtvences  fatal 
to  the  very  being  and  exidence  of 
the  empire.  It  was  an  honed  and  a 
faithful  line  of  conducd  in  them,  to 
warn  both  the  fovereign  and  people 
of  the  dangers  that  were  common 
to  both.  It  was  not  the  bafe  and 
deceitful  language  of  adulation  which 
parliament  fhould  adopt  ;  but  that 
dyle,  and  that  manner,  which  be¬ 
came  a  body  of  men  equally  at¬ 
tached  to  their  fovereign  and  their 
condituents.  Was  it  becoming  the 
parliament  of  a  free  people,  to  echo 
back  the  words  which  a  minider, 
long  pradtifed  in  the  arts  of  delufion, 
had  dared  to  put  into  the  royal 
mouth,  but  which  were  every  way 
unworthy  of  the  prince  who  conde- 
feended  to  deliver  them  ?  What  in¬ 
formation  had  they  before  them,  to 
warrant  their  taking  fuch  a  dep  ?  In 
the  better  days  ot  parliament,  the 
attempt  to  entrap  the  houfe  into  a 
countenance  of  adenions,  wholly 
unexplained  and  unexamined,  on  the 
mere  authority  of  a  minider,  would 
have  been  treated  with  all  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  merited  refentment.  The 
perfons  whole  intered  it  was  to  carry 
on  fo  paltry  a  deceit,  had  indeed 
pretended,  that  the  profecution  of 
the  A  me  dean  war  was  not  the  im¬ 
port  of  the  addrefs.  But  let  any  man 
only  take  the  pains  to  read  the  words 
of  the  addrefs,  and  he  mud  indantly 
perceive,  that  the  profecution  of  that 
deft  rue  live  war  was  as  plainly  and 
fully  the  meaning  of  it,  as  lan¬ 
guage  could  poffibly  convey.  Was 
there  an  honourable  member  gh  ei¬ 
ther  fide  the  houfe  who  really 
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i  doubted  it  ?  Was  there  even  .a  per- 
foti  in  the  ftreet,  into  whole  hands 
the  addrefs  could  be  put,  that  would 
not,  on  the  firft  perulal,  inftamly 
fay  as  much  ?  Why  then  was  the 
houfe  alone  to  facrifice  their  uuder- 
Handlngs  to  the  will  of  the  mini- 
Iter,  and  to  l'upport  his  del u hen  ? 
But  the  faff  was,  that  the  war  was 
an  appendage  to  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury  too  dear  to  be  parted  with. 
It  was  the  grand  pillar,  railed  on 
the  ruins  of  the  conftitLition,  by 
which  he  held  his  .fit  tuition  ;  it  was 
the  great  means  of  extending  that 
baleful  influence  of  the  crown, 
on  which  alone  he  placed  his 
whole  fecurity.  The  war,  however, 
had  proved  fruitlefs  by  fatal  ex¬ 
perience  •  and  every  day  that  we 
per  lifted  in  it,  clearly  -removed  us 
farther  off  from  the  moment  of  re¬ 
conciliation  and  of  re  a  fon,  and  tend¬ 
ed  rather  to  create  new  difficulties, 
than  to  frnooth  the  path  to  peace 
and  fricndflftp.  As  to  the  prppofed 
addrefs,  it  was  a  dark  and  defperate 
attempt  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the 
king,  and  to  infu.lt  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Was  there  any  one  inde¬ 
pendent  member  of  that  houle,.  who 
would  ftand  up  in  his  place,  and 
fay,  that  thofe  men  who  had  hither¬ 
to  ib  mifguided  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  and  jn  whole  hands  al- 
moft  every  undertaking  had  failed, 
ought  to  be  trufted  with  the  far¬ 
ther  management  of  a  war,  which 
they  had  To  wretchedly  conducted. 
What  had  been  done,  in  recoin  - 
pence  for  the  eft u lion  of  human 
blood  that  this  war  had  exhibited, 
and  for  the  enormous  grants  of  fup- 
plies  with  which  the  miniftry  had 
been  entrufted  ?  The  great  events 
of  the  war  were  nothing  but  fo 
many  fatal  misfortunes,  defeat  and 
ignominy  following  every  effort  of 
pur  arms,  from  one  end  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America  to  the  other.  He 
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therefore  implored  the  houfe,  not 
to  vote  for  an  addrefs  which  was 
fraught  with  hypocrify  and  trea¬ 
chery  ;  and  which  could  not  have, 
been  framed  by  any  who  had  the 
fmalleft  fpark  of  regard  for  the 
honour  of  the  king,  the  dignity  of 
parliament,  or  the  intereft  of  the 
nation. 

The  lord -advocate  of  Scotland 


paid  feme' high  compliments  to  Mr. 
Pitt ;  whole  powerful  abilities,  and 
brilliant  eloquence,  he  laid,  wert 
univerfally  acknowledged,  proofs, 
that  the  aftonifning  extent,  and  force 
or  an  exalted  imderftanding,  had  de¬ 


ft:  ended  ,  in  an  hereditary  line,  from 
the  late  illuftrious  pofleflor  of  thetns 
to  a  fon  equally  endued  with  all  the 
and  ftrength,  and  grace  of  ora- 
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tory.  He  then  laboured  to  prove, 
that  the  addrefs^  prppofed  did  not 
bind  the  members  of  that  houfe  to 

-aw  ^  m  ' 

aay  one  fpecific  line  of  condudt,  but 
was  merely  the  fort  of  language 
which  it  was  moil  fit,  under  the 
circumftances  of  the  times,  for  par¬ 
liament  to  hold  to  their  lovereigm  : 


and  he  aiked,  what  end  the  mini- 
iters  could  have  in  view,  if  they 
proceeded  to  del  nil  ve  arts  ;  and  If, 
meaning  one  thing  by  the  fpeech  and 
the  addrefs,  they  mould  affirm  in 
the  moll  exp  refs  manner  that  they 
meant  another  ?  He  would  be  bold  to 
lay,  that  this  ilelufton  could  not  en¬ 
frame  parliament.  It  was  impoflible  : 
and  previoufly  to  the  expiration  of 
Angle  week,  the  trick  mufl  certainly 
be  detected  ;  and  willing  beyond  de- 
feription  to  run  into  the  fnare  that 
parliament  muft  prove,  who  could 
become  the  dupes  of  fuch  a  weak 
and  wretched  impofition.  He  like-- 
wife  remarked,  that  it  was  feme- 
times  infmuated,,  that  the  miniftry 
fupported  meafurcs  which  they  did 
not  approve,  and- which  were  diame¬ 
trically  op  polite  to  their  own  princi¬ 
ples.  He  thought  fuch  iofinuadons 
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to  be  very  ill  grounded  ;  but  he 
would  venture  to  give  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  in  every  great  and  im¬ 
portant  national  crifis,  like  the  pre¬ 
sent,  no  good  whatever  was  to  be 
expedled  from  an  adminiftration,  the 
members  of  which  did  not  a 61  upon 
their  own  bottom,  their  own  prin¬ 
ciples,  their  own  judgment,  and  with 
st  mod  perfect  concordance  of  opi¬ 
nion.  That  mini fter,  whomfoever 
he  might  be,  who  could  confent  to 
Hay  in  place  during-  the  prevalence 
of  meafures  repugnant  to  his  own 
principles,  and  militating  againft  his 
judgment,  betrayed  his  trull,  and 
deferved  the  execrations  of  his 
country  for  his  meannefs.  In  fmall 
concerns,  where  the  objedt  was  tri¬ 
fling,  he  faw  neither  impropriety  nor 
danger  in  the  acquiefcencft  of  a 
mini  fter,  who  fhould  rclinquifn  his 
^opinion  to  a  colleague,  Of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  whole  underftanding  he 
was  thoroughly  convinced  ;  but  the 
-cafe  was  widely  different,  when  a 
great  and  ferious  conftderation  flood 
before  him.  In  the  prelent  fkte  of 
things,  if  any  mimitcr  found  his 
opinion  oppofed  and  his  propofirions 
rejected,  that  mini  fter  ought  iuflant- 
1y  to  retire,  and  give  way  to  foine 
other  men  who  thought  differently, 
and  would  cordially  unite  with  the 
reft  of  the  cabinet.  But  he  defired, 
that  by  thefe  obfervations  he  might 
not  be  confidered,  as  defigning  to 
infinuate  any  charge  whatever  a- 
gainft  the  prefent  minifter,  of  whole 
private  and  public  character  he  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  avow  himfelf 
the  fupporter.  Nor  did  he  mean 
to  have  it  underflood,  that  what 
he  had  advanced  reflected  on  the 
other  members  of  admin iftration  ; 
raofl  of  whom  he  refpe&ed  for  their 
integrity,  their  abilities,  and  their 
zeal  to  ferve  their  country  ;  and  it 
was  this  refpect  upon  which  his 


reliance  was  grounded,  that  theif 
talents  would  be  exerted  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  lervice. 

Mr.  Burke  affirmed,  that  the? 
propofed  addrefs  pledged  the  houfe 
to  profecute  the  American  war  in 
the  inofl  exprefs  terms  ;  and  he 
exprefled  his  furprize,  that  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland  fhould  contend, 
that  no  delufion  could  be  intended 
by  the  minifter,  becaufe  that  de- 
lufton  could  only  laft  a  week* 
Could  the  learned  lord,  he  a  Iked, 
be  fo  ignorant  of  the  temper,  and 
the  practices  of  the  minifter,  as  to 
imagine,  that  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time  which  a  delufion  could  exift, 
would  be  any  reafon  for  his  avoid¬ 
ing  to  contrive  it  ?  The  prefent 
minifter  dealt  in  cheats  and  delu- 
fions.  They  were  the  daily  traffic 
of  his  invention.  As  to  a  week, 
the  noble  lord  had  invented  cheats 
which  had  not  held  out  half  that 
time*  He  had  pradfifed  cheats  upon 
the  houfe,  which  had  died  away  even 
before  the  debate  was  ended  to 
favour  which  they  were  contrived. 
The  noble  lord  would  continue  to 
play  off  his  cheats  and  delufions 
on  that  houfe,  as  long  as  he  thought 
it  neceffary,  and  while  he  had 
money  enough  at  command,  to 
bribe  gentlemen  to  pretend,  that 
they  believed  fuch  tricks  to  be  fair 
proceedings.  After  fome  farther  de¬ 
bate,  the  houfe  divided  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  bringing  up  the  report  of 
the  addrefs,  which  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  131  to  54. 

I11  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  a  motion 
for  an  addrefs,  ftmilar  to  that  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  was  made  by 
Lord  Southampton,  and  feconded 
by  lord  Walfingham.  It  was  vigo- 
roufly  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne,  who  obferved,  that  feven 
years  had  now  clapfed  finee  blood 
was  firfl  drawn  in  America  ;  and 

from 
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from  that  period  to  the  prefent  the 
affairs  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
continually  growing  worfe.  A  long 
prog'refs  in  the  war  had  left  us  in 
a  fituation,  in  which  there  were  no 
advantages  to  confole,  but  dangers 
and  calamities  had  an  fen,  which 
were  unknown  to  us  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilmes.  Of  nearly 
eighty -feven  thou  land  men  fent  to 
America,  how  few  had  returned  ! 
What  treafures  had  been  in  vain 
expended  S  What  enormous  -debts 
accumulated  1  The  in  oft  liberal  na¬ 
tional  fupplies  had  been  followed 
by  nothing  but  calamities  ;  and  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  miniftry 
inanifefted  a  want  of  fyffem  and  of 
intelligence.  Among  other  inftances 
of  mifmanagement,  his  lordihip  re¬ 
marked,  that  inftead  of  blocking  up 
the  French  fleets  within  thei"  own 
harbours,  or  immediately  intercept¬ 
ing  them  on  their  putting  out  to 
fea,  we  had  fuffe'red  them  to  fail  far 
upon  their  expeditions  to  our  di- 
itant  fettiements  ;  and  when  they 
had  acquired  this  great  advantage, 
we  (lowly  followed  their  powerful 
armaments  with  inconfiderable  iqua- 
drons,  and  fcarce’iy  ever  reached 
the  place  of  deftination,  till  the 
jenterprizes  of  the  enemy  were  to¬ 
tally  accompli fned.  Thus  cireum- 
jftanced  was  the  fleet  of  France,  at 
the  prefent  alarming  juncture,  in 
the  Chefapeak.  Not  that  the  Chefa- 
peak  was  merely  where  Earl  Corn¬ 
wall  lis  had  been  captured.  Almoft 
immediately,  if  the  war  continued, 
fiiould  we,  with  the  fame  want  of 
fyftem  and  combination,  io  preva¬ 
lent  through  every  paft  occurrence, 
find  another  Chefapeak  at  Jamaica  ! 
another  Chefapeak  at  all  our  Weft- 
1  India  illands  !  Nay,  we  might  ex- 
pe6t  to  fee  another  Chefapeak  at 
Plymouth  ;  nor  would  it  be  aftonilh- 
ing  to  difeover  another  Chefapeak 
j  even  in  the  Thames ! 
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The  lad  year,  his  lordfhip  farther 
remarked,  had  afforded  a  glaring  in- 
fiance  of  miniflerial  frenzy,  when 
the  men  invefted  with  power  had 
involved  the  nation  in  hoftilities  a- 
gain  ft  the  Dutch,  our  old  friends, 
and  natural  allies.  This  was  a  war 
of  perfidy,  of  breach  of  faith  ;  and 
as  it  had  been  engaged  in  without 
juftice,  it  fr  jeen  conducted  with¬ 
out  policy.  When  the  miniftry  had 
broken  with  the  Dutch,  it  Teemed 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  at  leaf! 
they  would  have  difpatched  arma¬ 
ments  to  feize  on  fome  of  the  Spies 
Illands,  on  Ceylon,  or  fome  other 
important  fettlement.  But  what  had 
they  done  ?  They  had  taken  St, 
Euftatius  ;  and  had  pretended,  that 
this  important  conqueft  would  put 
an  end  to  the  rebellion.  Thatifland* 
they  Did,  was  the  fource  of  ftores 
to  America,  and  the  capture  of  it 
mu  ft  terminate  the  war.  But  was 
that  the  cafe  ?  On  the  contrary,  was 
not  the  reverie  directly  the  confe- 
quenc-e  of  the  capture  ?  Our  admi¬ 
ral  and  general  who  took  the  ifland, 
had  ten  times  better  have  burnt 
the  ftores  they  found  there,  than 
have  done  what  they  did  with  them. 
They  had  fold  them  to.go  in  neu¬ 
tral  veffels,  fo  that  they  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  very  people,  from 
whom  it  was  pretended  that  they 
were  to  have  been  kept  :  and  his 
lordfhip  declared  it  to  be  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  capture  of  Earl 
Cor-  ^Wis  was  owing  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  capture  of  St.  Euflatius. 
As  to  the  farther  profecution  of  the 
war,  with  the  leaf  proipedt  of  fuc- 
cefs,  it  was  totally  impolftble.  The 
nation  was  too  much  exhaufted  both 
of  men  and  money ;  recruits  were 
not  to  be  procured  for  the  army  ; 
and  as  to  our  navy,  if  we  had  the 
heft  ft rft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and. 
the  ableft  board  that  ever  fat,  it  was 
impoftible  to  provide,  for  all  the 
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diftant  fervices  of  fb  extenfive  a 
war.  The  reafon  was  obvious.  The 
fine  navy  that  belonged  to  Great 
Britain,  at  the  conclufton  of  the 
lail  war,  had  been  fuffered  to  rot 
and  moulder  away,  while  France  and 
Spain  had  recruited  ,and  repaired 
their  marine,  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  peace.  His  lordfhip 
concluded  by  moving  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs,  iimilar  to  that 
propofed  in  the  bottle  of  com¬ 
mons. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  exprefied 
his  approbation  of  the  fen ti merits 
advanced  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
and  of  the  amendment  which  he 
had  propofed  :  but  thought,  that 
befides  the  omiilions  which  that 
nobleman  had  recommended  in  the 
original  addrefs,  another  paragraph 
ihould  alfp  be  omitted,  which  his 
lordfhip  had  confented  to  let  Hand. 
This  was  the  fecond  paragraph.,  in 
which  it  was  declared,  that  44  the 
houfe  faw,  with  equal  concern  and 
indignation,  the  war  prolonged  by 
that  relllefs  ambition,  which  firfl 
*  excited  his  majefty’s  enemies  to 
commence  it.”  The  duke  remarked, 
that  this  aflertion  appeared  to  him 
to  be  altogether  unwarrantable  and 
ill-founded  :  for  it  was  his  firm  per- 
fuafion,  that  the  king’s  minifters, 
and  not  the  refllefs  ambition  of  his 
majefty’s  enemies,  were  the  caufe, 
not  only  of  the  war,  but  of  all  the 
calamities  which  had  fo  rapidly  fol¬ 
lowed  each  other,  nearly  from  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  feign. 
The  dreadful  and  ignominious  fitua- 
tion  of  our  affairs  originated  from 
the  fame  caufe,  from  which  the 
private  misfortunes  of  individuals 
frequently  proceeded,  namely,  from 
folly.  It  was  owing  to  that  wretch¬ 
ed  fyftem  of  government,  which 
had  been  early  adopted  in  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majeily,  and  which 
firft  gave  rife  to  that  abominable 


title,  that  odious  diitimftion,  a  King's 
friend ;  as  if  a  man  could  not  a tt 
in  oppolition  to  the  meafures  of 
government,  without  being  a  per- 
fonal  enemy  to  his  majeily,: 

His  grace  farther  remarked,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  their  lordfliips  to 
fuggell  falutary  advice  to  the  crown, 
and  to  Hand  up  alienors  of  the 

JL 

rights  of  the  people  :  but  he  thought 
there  was  little  prolpedt  ot  giving 
fjueh  advice  with  any  effedi,  unlefs 
the  original  principles  of  the  con- 
flitution  were  reflored,  and  particu¬ 
larly  unlefs  the  people  had  a  real 
reprefentation  in  the  other  houfe  of 
parliament.  At  prefent,  fcarcely  a 
feventh  part  of  the  people  were  re- 
prefented,  while  all  the  remainder 
had  no  concern  whatever,  either 
virtually  or  individually,  in  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs  ; 
which,  their  lordfhrps  well  knew, 
the  conftitution  ot  this  country,  as 
originally  framed,  gave  them  a 
right  to  have.  He  appealed  to  the 
houfe,  whether  many  of  their  lord- 
fliips  did  not  name  the  members 
for  feveral  boroughs,  and  whether 
the  reprefentatives  were  'not  chofen 
only  by  the  management  of  two  or 
three  burgeftes.  Was  that  the  fort 
ot  reprefentation  defigned  by  the 
conftitution  ?  It  undoubtedly  was 
not.  Were  this  point  reformed, 
his  grace  declared,  that  he  fhould 
ftill  expedl  to  fee  the  country  capa¬ 
ble  of  ’regaining  fome  portion  of  its 
former  greatnels.  He  alfo  made 
fome  obfervations  on  the  interior 
cabinet,  which  had,  he  faid,  been 
the  ruin  of  this  country.  To  prove 
its  mifehievous  tendency,  he  in- 
ftanced  the  declaration  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham,  who  confefled  to 
the  houfe,  that  44  he  was  duped 
and  deceived,  and  that  he  had  not 
been  ten  days  in  the  cabinet,  be¬ 
fore  he  felt  the  ground  rotten  under 
his  feet.” 

His 
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His  grace  like  wife  faid,  that 
though  it  was  the  middle  ol  a  war, 
he  made  no  fcruple  to  recommend 
it  mod  ft  re  nuo  ully  to  government, 
immediately  to  let.  about  curtailing 
the  numbers  of  the  army,  and  that 
as  much  as  poffible.  He  thought 
that  Ireland  might  be  guarded  fuf- 
jiciently  by  the  volunteers,  and  this 
country  by  the  militia,  if  put  upon 
a  proper  footing.  He  recommend¬ 
ed,  that  arms  ihould  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  people,  for  the 
purpofes  of  domeflic  defence  ;  and 
he  did  not  doubt,  but  that,  in  this 
cafe,  they  would  aft  with  greater 
power  and  fuccefs,  than  even  the 
molt  numerous  military  forces.  He 
alfo  advifed  withdrawing  the  troops 
from  America,  augmenting  the  navy 
as  much  as  poffible,  and  fending 
fuch  fuccours  to  the  Weft  India 
iilands,  as  might  enable  them  effec¬ 
tually  to  refill  any  attempts  from 
the  enemy. 

Lord  Stormont  defended  the  ad- 
drefs  as  originally  propofed  ;  and 
obferved,  that  the  language  ol  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  was  proper 
to  be  held  by  any  prince  worthy 
of  the  crown,  in  a  moment  like 
the  prefent;  and  the  long  eftablifh- 
ed  cuftom  rendered  fuch  an  add  refs 
as  had  been  moved  the  fit  anfwer 
to  it.  Would  their  lordfnips  wiih 
to  tell  all  Europe,  at  fuch  a  period 
as  the  prefent,  that  they  Ihould 
not  fupport  his  majefty  in  a  vigorous 
profecudon  of  the  war  ?  The  pre- 


fervation  of  America,  as  a  depend, 
ent  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  was 
too  important  to  be  relinquifhed  ; 
and  the  prefent  crjfis,  fo  far  from 
juftifying  defpair,  called  for  a  re¬ 
doubled  ardour,  and  for  immediate 
exertion. 

The  lord-chancellor  faid,  that  the 
prefent  fpeech  from  the  throne,  like 
all  others  at  the  commencement  of 
a  feffion,  was  no  more  than  a  brief 
date  of  the  nation,  delivered  in  the 
antient  ftyle  of  competition,  and 
conformably  to  eftablifhed  ufage, 
from  aim  oft  the  firft  exiftence  of  a 
parliament  ;  and  as  to  the  addrefs, 
its  language  not  being  fpecifically 
binding,  their  lordfifips  might  vote 
in  favour  of  it,  without  pledging 
themfelves  to  fupport  any  future 
mimfterinl  meafure  whatever.  The 
houi'e  at  length  divided,  when  lord 
Shelburne’s  amendment  was  rejcH- 
ed,  by  a  majority  of  7;  to  31. 
A  fhort  proteft  againft:  the  addrefs 
was  entered  in  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  ligned  by  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  earl  Fitzwilliam,  in  which  they 
declared,  that  they  diffented,  i 4  for 
reafons  too  often  urged  in  vain  for 
the  laft  feven  years,  againft  the 
ruinous  profecution  of  the  unjuft 
war  carrying  on  by  his  majefty h 
minifters  againft  the  people  of  North 
America,  and  too  fatallv  confirmed 
bv  repeated  experience,  and  the  late 
disgraceful  lofs  of  a  fecond  army, 
to  ft  quid  in  need  of  repetition,  ” 
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CHAP.  II. 

* 

Notice  given  by  3fr.  Burke ,  of  an  intended  Motion  relative  to  the  Conduct 
of  the  Britijb  Commanders  at  the  If  and  of  St.  Eu fat  ins.  Debate  on  a 
Motion  of  Mr,  Minch  in ,  that  an  decount  Jhould  be  laid  before  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Houfey  of  the  Naval  Stores  in  the  Dock-yards ,  and  of  the  Expen¬ 
diture  of  the  Navy.  The  Motion  •withdrawn*  Debate  on  a  Motion  of 
Sir  Grey  Cooper ,  that  the  tioufe  Jhould  refolve  if  elf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply .  Motion  made  by  General  Smith ,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Caufes  of.  the  If  ar  in  the  Carnatic ,  jhould  alfo  be  injlru hi¬ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  CauJ'cs  and  Conduit  of  the  Maratta  War.  Mr* 
Burke's  Motion ,  that  the  Hoij'e  Jhould  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee ,  to 
inquire  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Britijb  Commanders  at  St.  Eufatius ,  rye  bl¬ 


ed  upon  a  Divifon. 

T1  H  E  rigorous  treatment  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Sr.  Eufta- 
4ms  had  received  from  the  Britifh 
commanders,  an  their  taking  pof- 
fdiion  of  that  iftand,  as  it  was  much 
cen fu red  by  men  of  equity  and  hu¬ 
manity,  and  confidered  as  a  reproach 
to  the  Britifh  name  and  character, 
was  repeatedly  made  a  topic  of  ani- 
inadverfion  in  parliament.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  Mr.  Burke  ad- 
dr  efted  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  fubjeCt ;  and  obferyed,  that  im¬ 
mediately  fubfequent  to  the  capture 
of  St.  Euftatius,  by  the  fleet  and 
forces  under  the  command  of  nr 
George  Brydges  Rodney  and  gene¬ 
ral  Vaughan,  he  had  recommended 
an  inveftigation  of  the  circu  alliances 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  At 
that  time,  the  queflion  had  receiv¬ 
ed  a  negative,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  premature.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  when  the  commanders, 
whofe  conduct  was  bjedted  to,  were 
removed  to  a  confiderahle  di dance, 
•and  abtive  in  the  fcrvice  of  their 
country,  they  had  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect,  that  all  difeuffion  of  proceed¬ 
ings  in  which  their  reputation  was 
materially  concerned,  fhould  be  fuf- 
pended,  till  they  could  appear,  and 
itnfvver  for  themfelves.  But  the 
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ab fence  of  the  admiral  and  general 
could  be  no  longer  pleaded  as  an 
obftacle  to  inquiry  ;  they  were  both 
returned  home;  and  he  then  flaw 
the  admiral  in  his  place*  But  as 
it  was  rumoured,  that  he  wasfhort- 
ly  to  quit  England,  and  to  return 
to  his  flation  in  the  Weil  Indies, 
Mr.  Burke  expreffed  his  wifhes, 
that  the  matter  might  be  taken  into 
difeuffion  on  the  fir  ft  open  day  that 
would  prove  agreeable  to  the  admi¬ 
ral.  As  the  inquiry  would  necef- 
farily  demand  the  inveftigation  of 
various  particulars,  as  well  as  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  witneftes  at  the  bar, 
both  of  which  would  probably  take 
up  much  time,  he  intended  to  re¬ 
duce,  in  the  faireft  and  moft  candid 
manner,  the  matters  of  charge  un¬ 
der  fo  many  diftindt  heads,  and  to 
give  them  as  articles  for  conlidera- 
tiou  on  fome  future  day,  whenever 
the  parties  interefted  were  prepa¬ 
red  to  enter  on  their  defence.  He 
declared,  that  he  was  not  inftigated 
to  bring  on  the  inquiry  by  the  leaft 
perfonal  ill-will  to  the  admiral,  or 
by  the  flighted  vvifli  that  it  might 
ult  imately  caft  a  ftain  upon  his  ho¬ 
nour.  But  wherever  the  guilt  reft- 
ed,  it  was  highly  requifite  that  juf- 
tice  fftould  take  place.  Unoffend- 
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Mg  Individuals,  Britifh  fubjefls, 
private  Dutch  inhabitants  and 
others,  had  loft  their  all  amid  ft  the 
violence  of  barbarous  and  unexam¬ 
pled  plunder.  Such  outrages  were 
opprobrious  to  the  nation  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  ihort  of  the  moil  exemplary 
and  conaign  puniftiment  of  them 
could  retrieve  its  character. 

Admiral  Rodney  now  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  he  was  ready  to  meet  all 
attempts  to  queftion  the  propriety 
of  his  Conduct,  either  at  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  or  at  any  other  place,  while 
he  bad  the  honour  to  ferve  his  rna- 
jefty  ;  and  as  he  was  fufficiemly 
prepared  to  go  into  the  matter,  and 
was  almoft  immediately  ordered  to 
a  diftant  climate,  he  wi  filed  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
Rood  forth  as  his  accuier,  would 
lofe  no  time  in  bringing  bis  charges 
before  the  houfe.  Mr.  Burke  laid, 
that  he  could  not.  at  prefent  tell 
how  far  an  inquiry  into  the  trani- 
adtion  would  produce  any  criminal 
charge  againft  admiral  Rodney  and 
general  Vaughan.  If  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear,  that  they  had  adted  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  orders,  the  accusation  mull 
then  be  brought  not  againft  them, 
but  againft  the  minifters  To 
this  admiral  Rodney  replied,  that 
whether  he  had  received  orders  from 
Rome,  or  not,  his  condudt  at  St. 
Euftatius  would  have  been  preclfely 
what  it  had  been.  Some  other 
members  made  feveral  obfervarions 
.  relative  to  the  fubjedt,  after  which 
it  was  agreed,  that  Mr.  Burke’s 
motion  fhould  be  made  on  the  qth 
of  December,. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr. 
Minchin,  that  the  proper  officers 
fhould  make  out,  in  order  to  be  laid 
before  a  committee  of  the  houfe, 

an  exadl  account  of  all  the  ftores 
of  every  kind,  and  the  quantity  and 
value  of  each  that  was  ufed,  in  the 
yards  qf  Rortfmouth  and  Plymouth, 
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between  the  ill  of  Odl.  17  So,  and  tbs 
1  ft  of  Odt.  1781,  together  wi  t h  an  exadi 
account  of  all  the  work  done,  and  the 
expence  of  it,  within  that  period.”  In 
the  fpeech  by  which  he  introduced 
this  motion,  he  obferved,  that  by  aa 
inquiry  into  the  expences  of  the 
navy,  the  public  would  difcgver, 
whether  the  expenditure  of  their 
money  had  furnifhed  proofs  of  the 
integrity  and  wifdom  of  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  entrufted  ;  and  fhould 
it  appear,  that  it  was  lavifhed  with  a 
wanton  and  corrupted  hand,  mea- 
fures  might  be  devifed  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  continuance  offuch  ruinous 
and  abandoned  prodigality.  If  it 
fhould  be  thought,  that  any  inform¬ 
ation  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of 
the  kingdom  might  thereby  reach 
the  world,  this  might  be  prevented 
by  making  the  committee  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpofe  a  committee 
of  lecrecy. 

It  had  been  pretended,  Mr.  Min- 
chin  farther  remarked,  by  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  that  the 
navy  of  Great  Britain  had  been  coil- 
fiderably  ftrengthened  and  increafed, 
fince  the  care  of  it  was  veiled  in  the 
hands  of  the  prefent  firil  lord  of  the 
admiralty ;  and  that  it  had  not 
reached  fo  flourifhing  a  condition 
at  any  period  during  the  fuperin- 
tendency  of  the  late  lord  Hawke. 
But  the  fadl  was,  that  it  could  be 
proved  to  the  houfe,  from  authentic 
documents,  that  in  the  year  1781, 
the  eari  of  Sandwich  collected  toge- 
ther  feventy-nine  fail  of  the  line  ; 
and  that  in  the  year  1770,  the  fleet, 
under  the  adminiftration  of  lord 
Hawke,  amounted  to  eighty  (hips  of 
the  line ;  fo  that  it  was  manifeft, 
that  notwithftanding  the  almoft  un- 
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limited  fupplics  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  navy,  the  number  of 
fliips  was  greater  in  the  year  1770, 
than  at  the  prefent  period.  The 
novel  mode  of  building  ftlips,  adopt- 
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by  the  prefent  minifter  of  the 
marine,  appeared,  upon  repeated 
trials,  injudicious  hmd  expenfive, 
almofl  beyond  defcription.  The 
fhips  were  buffered  to  remain  in 
their  cradles  until  they  became  ab¬ 
solutely  rotten  ;  and  to  fueh  lengths 
had  this  fhameful  and  pernicious 
negligence  been  carried,  that  one 
ihip  was  actually  fent  into  dock  for 
repair  four  times  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fmgle  year,  '  Such  was  the  improv¬ 
ed  plan  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
who  fuffered  men  of  war  to  hand  in 
rheir  frames  till  the  timbers  fell  to 
irretrievable  decay  ;  whereas  feve- 
ral  of  the  green  wood  fhips,  built 
haftily,  in  confequence  of  orders 
from  lord  Hawke,  and  objected  to 
as  unequal  to  any  length  of  fe rvice, 
were  ablually  fent  out,  dilgnifed 
under  new  names,  on  dangerous  and 
diftant  enterprizes,  and  yet  return¬ 
ed  fuccefsfully  to  port. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Minchin  was 
©ppofed  by  Mr.  Fenton,  member  for 
Winchefter,  and  one  of  the  comm  if- 
fioners  of  the  admiralty.  He  o.b- 
ferved,  that  the  flatement  required 
by  the  motion,  it  once  publiflied  to 
the  world,  would  inevitably  furnifh 
our  foes  with  ufefiil  and  material 
intelligence,  not  only  concerning 
the  management  of  the  affairs  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
with  their  contingent  expenditures, 
during  a  prior  fpace  of  time,  but 
likevvife  with  refpebl  to  the  extent, 
the  ftrength,  and  the  variety  of  her 
marine  refources  for  the  future  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war.  Some  objec¬ 
tions  were  al'’o  made  to  the  motion 
by  lord  Mulgvave  ;  and  Mr.  Min¬ 
chin  at  length  agreed  to  withdraw 
it  for  the  prefent,  together  with 
fome  others  of  a  limilar  nature, 
which  be  intended,  and  one  relative 
to  the  imprefs  fervice. 

A  motion  was  afterwards  made  by 
hr  Grey  Cooper,  member  for  Saltalh, 
.  ..  \ 


.  and  one  of  the  fecretaries  to  the 
treafury,  that  the  fpeaker  flioitld 
leave  the  chair,  and  the  houfe  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupf 
ply.  This  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Pitt,  who  declared  it  to  bet 
bis  abfolute  determination,  to  with¬ 
hold  his  vote  for  granting  any  fup- 
plies  to  the  crown,  till  fome  pledge  ' 
were  given  to  the  nation,  that  thofe 
meafures  fhoulcl  no  longer  be  per- 
lifted  in,  by  which  Great  Britain  ‘ 
had  been  brought  into  its  prefent 
unhappy  lituation.  The  minifter 
had  yet  difeovered  no  remorfe  for 
his  pa  ft  condufl,  though  his  obfti- 
nate  perfeverance  throughout  a  fe- 
ries  of  dekffive  meafures,  concerning 
the  inevitable  effects  of  which  he 
had  received  reiterated  warnings, 
had  now  terminated  in  involving 
the  country  in  perils  of  a  molt 
alarming  nature,  and  againft  which 
fcarcely  any  circumftance  fliort  of 
the  interpofition  of  a  miracle  could 
poffibly  feenre  it,  Infcead  of  fhew- 
ingany  contrition,  the  very  minifter, 
whole  counfels  and  condudt  had 
accelerated  the  deftrubtion  of  the 
empire,  had  dared  to  open  the  fef- 
lion  with  language  infoient  to  an 
extreme,  and  to  propole  an  addrefsa 
if  poffible,  ftill  more  fhamefully 
ccnfurable,  than  the  lpeech  of 
which  k  was  the  fervile  and  infidi- 
ous  echo.  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that 
he  was  far  from  wilhing  to  deprive 
the  crown  of  any  national  refources, 
during  the  prefent  exigency  of  af¬ 
fairs  :  but  without  any  fecurity  for 
the  future,  again  to  entruft  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  mi¬ 
ni  lie  rs,  who  had  diffipated  fo  much 
wealth,  and  wafted  fuch  ftreams  of 
human  blood,  in  wild,  unnatural, 
and  fruitlefs  projebfs,  would  be  the 
moft  dangerous  and  criminal  breach 
of  truft  which  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  could  poffibly  commit. 
A  red  refs  of  grievances  fbould  in¬ 
variably 
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Tanably  precede  the  opening  of  the 
public  purfe.  On  this  principle 
flood  the  exigence  of  the  conllitu- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  he  would 
therefore  divide  the  houfe,  againft 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply,  even  if -he  Ihouid  be 
fare  that  not  a  fmgle  member  would 
accompany  him  as  he  walked  out  of 
the  door. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  replied,  that 
•the  motion  which  had  been  made 
by  him,  and  which  was  now  oppos¬ 
ed,  was  not  calculated  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  .purpofe  of  voting  a  conflder- 
able  fum  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
particular  fer vice,  relating  either  to 
the  army  or  the  navy,  in  which  the 
^queftion  of  the  American  war  might 
he  involved  ;  butthe  foie,  exclufive 
queftion,  now  in  agitation,  was, 
whether  the  houfe  fliould  go  into  a 
committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  voting 
a  fupply  already  pro  mi  fed  to  the 
crown,  in  confequence  of  their  af- 
fu rantes  that  k  (hould  meet  with 
their  fupport  ?  It  might  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  it  was  expedient  to  re¬ 
vive  the  ancient  mode  of  applying 
remedies  to  every  public  grievance, 
previouily  to  the  grant  of  any  par¬ 
liamentary  fupplies.  But  it  fhould 
not  be  forgotten,  thatalmofta  cen¬ 
tury  had  eiapfed  flnce  this  obfolete 
cuftom,  expiring  at  the  period  of 
the  revolution,  lay  buried  in  neg¬ 
lect.  The  reafon  of  this  practice, 
at  the  aera  when  it  prevailed,  was 
obvious.  Before  the  abdication  of 
king  James  the  Second,  the  royal 
revenues,  originating  from  the 
crown  lands,  and  a  variety  of  great 
refources,  all  permanent  and  exten- 
iive,  enabled  the  king  to  fupport 
his  civil  and  military  eilablifhments, 
without  applying  for  the  leail  af- 
liftance  to  the  public  purfe ;  but 
now  that  the  fovereign  is  deftitute  of 
an  independent  income,  the  people, 
bound  in  loyalty,  in  j  u  ft  ice,  and  in 

1782. 


z7 

honour,  to  aflifl:  and  invigorate  the 
executive  arm  of  government,  which 
had*  relinquished  its  ancient  prop  to 
lean  upon  their  favour,  could  not 
refufe  the  nec diary  fuccours  in  a 
cafe  where  they  themfelves  appeared 
equally  interefted  ;  and  power  un- 
aflilted  might  lofe  the  means  of  giv- 
mg  them  protediion.  Of  fuch  alarm¬ 
ing  magnitude  were  the  inconveni- 
encies  and  the  detriment  which  mud: 
a  rife  from  the  impofition  of  a  nega¬ 
tive  upon  the  queftion,  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  aftonifhing,  that  the  oppofers 
of  it  did  not  perceive  the  dangers 
that  were  attendant  upon  their  con- 
dud'.  They  fliould  confider,  that 
if  they  fucceeded  in  this  impolitic 
and  unwarrantable  refinance  again  ft 
the  motion,  they  would  declare  to 
all  Europe,  that  Great  Britain  had 
refolved  adlually  to  dilhandher  ^rmy, 
to  break  up  her  fleets,  and  to  de¬ 
prive  her  realms  of  every  meafure  of 
defence.  The  news  of  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct  would  b@  received  with  extacy 
by  France  and  Spain:  but  he  hoped 
that  a  Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  in 
a  time  of  public  calamity  and  dan¬ 
ger,  were  incapable  of  adting  with 
fuch  abfurdity  and  infatuation. 

Mr.  Fox  aliened,  that  the  peri¬ 
od  was  arrived,  that  muff  render  it 
ftridtly  proper  in  the  people,  to  de¬ 
termine  to  with -hold  all  fuccours 
whatfuever,  unlefs  the  grievances, 
which  prefled  upon  them  with  fuch 
intolerable  weight,  were  previouily 
removed.  The  idea,  that  a  tempo¬ 
rary  prevention  of  the  grant  ol  the 
fupplies  nuift  If r ike  with  dangerous 
violence  againft  the  interefts  of  the 
{[ate,  was  too  futile  to  deferve  a  la¬ 
boured  refutation.  It  would  fuffice 
toafk,  whether  the  national  misfor¬ 
tunes,  which  thickehed  over  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  could 
poffibiy  have  proved  more  numerous 
and  aflbdting,  if  no  money  whatfo- 
ever  had  been  granted  for  the  fer- 

B  vice 


vice  of  the  War  ?  What  benefits 
had  accompanied  a  mod  enormous 
diffipation  of  the  treafure  of  the 
public  ?  If  the  prefent  minidry 
iliould  dill  retain  their  pods,  it  was 
of  little  confequence  to  the  nation 
whether  we  polfeded  either  deets  or 
armies.  What  advantages  could  re - 
fult  from  any  votes  for  troops,  if 
the  dedination  and  employment  of 
them  were  to  be  entruded  to  the  fe- 
cretary  of  date  for  the  American  de¬ 
partment  ?  Could  lord  George  Ger¬ 
main  give  any  fatis factory  ailu ranee 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  military 
forces  which  fhould  hereafter  be 
lent  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  for  future 
fervices,  would  be  employed  more 
fuccel'sf ully  or  honourably,  than 
thofe  which  had  already  been  lent 
thither  ?  Did  he  widi  to  difpatch 
a  third  army  to  America,  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington  might  receive 
them  as  prifoners  of  war  ?  Did  he 
with  that  more  Britifh  troops  fliould 
be  devoted,  if  not  to  daughter,  at 
lead  to  fure  captivity,  and  indelible 
difgrace  ?  Notvvithdanding  the  de¬ 
feat  and  difhonour  which  had  attend¬ 
ed  the  mea.fures  of  adminiftration, 
they  had 'yet  difeovered  no  dgns  of 
humiliation,  or  of  penitence.  In- 
Head  of  acknowledging,  that  they 
turned  their  eyes,  with  inquietude 
apd  diame,  upon  the  criminal  expen¬ 
diture  of  fruitlefs  millions,  they  did 
not  bludi  to  move  for  an  increafe  of 
grants,  that  they  might  profecute, 
till  ruin  diould  have  dopped  their 
infamous  career,  hodilities  which 
were  the  reluit  of  barbarous  ambi¬ 
tion,  of  mod  implacable  and  unpro¬ 
voked  malevolence,  of  whites  to  de- 
ftroy  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
of  infuperable  avarice,  and  of  a 
contempt  for  all  the  principles  of 
equity  and  honour.  Not  the  lead 
evidence  of  remorfe,  nor  any  token 
of  amendment,  could  be  gathered 
either  from  the  words,  or  from  the 


a&ions,  of  thofe  in  adminidratlon* 
They  gloried  in  their  crimes,  and* 
fcoraing  to  retradl,  they  folicited 
the  houfe,  at  once,  for  means  to 
nourifh,  to  drengthen,  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  them.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
dnee  the  Revolution,  no  indance 
could  be  found  of  a  refufal  to  grant 
the  l'upply.  The  affertion  was  well 
grounded ;  but,  hnce  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  had  there  ever  been  a  period 
like  the  prefent  ?  Had  there  ever 
been  a  reign  fo  unfortunate  ?  A 
change  of  circumdances  required  a 
change  of  conduct.  Had  there  ever 
been  a  circumdance  fo  paradoxical, 
as  a  parliament  refolving  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  ought  to  be 
diminilhed,  without  being  able  to 
efieid  a  diminution  ?  A  variety  of 
important  confiderations  now  render¬ 
ed  it  an  aft  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
that  the  people,  awakened  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  injuries,  fhould  call  with  a 
united  voice  for  the  immediate  and 
total  reditution  of  their  violated 
rights.  It  feerned  an  inaufpicions 
omen,  that  the  early  periods  of  the 
prefent  reign  were  marked  by  aug¬ 
mentations  of  the  revenues  of  the 
crown :  and  whilil  the  internal  ex- 
pences  of  government  dood  forward 
upon  the  am  pled  fcale,  every  ex- 
tciior  fettlement  of  Great  Britain 
was  either  weakened,  diminilhed, 
or  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  ene¬ 
mies.  Whild  the  l'overeign  was 
much  richer  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  his  people  were  daily  more 
and  more  the  vidiims  of  accumula¬ 
ting  poverty,  and  funk  under  the 
redoubled  load  of  grievous  taxes. 
In  fuch  a  date  of  things,  therefore, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  national  re- 
prefentatives,  to  refufe  any  grants 
to  the  crown,  till  fome  evidence 
were  given,  that  a  change  of  fydem 
and  of  conduct  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Adam  contended,  that  the 
mod  ruinous,  conferences  mud  at¬ 
tend 
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tend  the  refufal  of  the  f apply.  It 
was  the  firft  dictate  of  defpair,  and 
Would  give  the  final  blow  to  the 
fafety  of  the  country.  It  would  be 
more  fatal  than  all  the  calamities  of 
the  war  united.  In  this  fingle  pro- 
pofition  were  involved  the  dilbaiid- 
ing  the  army,  the  annihilating  the 
navy,  and  the  defperate  defertion 
of  the  defence  of  this  country.  It 
would  be  tantamount  to  telling  the 
enemy,  that  we  were  no  longer  able 
to  carry  on'  the  war,  but  ready  to 
accept  fuch  terms  as  they  fliould 
think  proper  to  impofe.  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  had  adled  in  a  far  dif¬ 
ferent  manner,  when  his  kingdom 
was  in  a  thoufand  times  worfe  fitua- 
tlon  than  Great  Britain  was  at  pre- 
fen  t.  When  the  duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  had  carried  defolation  almoft 
to  the  gates  of  Paris,  and  when  a 
famine  was  added  to  all  the  other 
calamities  of  the  country  ;  even  then 
the  French  monarch,  in  Head  of  giv¬ 
ing  up  every  thing  for  loll, exerted  all 
the  remaining  vigour  of  the  nation, 
and  applied  it  to  thole'  quarters  of 
the  enemy  where  they  were  weak  ; 
and  by  that  mode  of  conduct  eman¬ 
cipated  his  country,  which  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  laft  extremity,  from 
every  difficulty,  and  at  laft  conclu¬ 
ded  an  advantageous  peace.  Mr. 
Adam  alfo  laid,  that  he  was  far  from 
pronouncing  the  meafure  of  with¬ 
holding  fupplies  from  the  crown  to 
be  unconftitutional.  The  right  now 
defired  to  be  exercifed  was  certainly 
inherent  in  the  commons  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Though  never  claimed,  or 
put  in  force  fince  the  Revolution,  it 
was  by  no  means  taken  awav,  when 
the  ccnftitution  was  new-modelled 
sit  that  period.  There  were  alio 
poffible  fituations  of  the  kingdom, 
in  which  this  right  might  be  exer- 
tifed  without  injury  to  its  welfare  ; 
but  it  could  never  be  exerted  in  the 
ffiidft  of  a  dangerous  and  difficult 
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war,  and  when  the  kingdom  tva* 
furrounded  with  eiiemies,  without 
being  followed  by  the  moft  fatal 
confequerices*  At  fuch  a  time,  it 
muft  have  a  tendency. to  deftfoy  even 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  country,  as 
it  would  at  once  excite,  aid,  and  en-*. 
fure  fuccefs  to  the  hoftile  operations 
of  its  foCs. 

Mr.  Frederic  Montagu  obferved, 
that  though  he  did  not  recoiled!  td 
have  read  of  any  inftaiice,  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  period  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  ill  which  the  parliament  had 
exercifed  their  right  of  with-holding 
the  grant  of  the  fupplies,  until  the 
national  grievances  wbre  redreftedj, 
he  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  mea¬ 
fure  was  at  once  expedient  and  con- 
ftittitional.  The  prelent  juncture 
called  loudly  on  the  parliament  to 
execute  their  duty,  and  to  revive 
the  old  and  falutaiy  cuftom  of  poft- 
poning  the  grants  of  public  moneys 
until  the  removal  or  thofe  evils  that 
prefied  heavily  upon  the  people. 
The  apprehenfions  which  had  beeii 
thrown  out,  relative  to  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  Withholding,  for  a  fhoift 
time,  the  grant  or  the  i applies,  were 
certainly  without  foundation.  The 
houfe  was  not  defired  to  refufe  the 
grant,  but  by  a  temporary  delay,  by 
an  awful  paufe,  to  awaken  in  the 
crown  a  true  and  lively  fehfe  of  the 
aefitual  and  alarming  fituation  of  the 
Britifh  empire.  To  allow  that  par¬ 
liament  poffelfed  the  privilege  of 
with -holding  the  fupplies,  and,  in 
the  fame  moment,  to  pretend  that 
the  exertion  of  it  muft  prove  an  act 
of  political  filicide,  would  be  to 
leave  us  little  of  the  conftitution,  ex*8 
cept  the  name  ;  to  furnifh  us  with 
a  degrading  and  melancholy  in- 
ftance,  that  the  forms  of  It  indeed 
Remained,  but  that  the  vitals  were; 
decayed,  if  not  deftroyed. 

Lord  North  laid,  that  a  fpeedft 
and  generous  grant  of  fupplies  to  the 
B  x  *rown$ 
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crown,  would  thoroughly  convince 
our  enemies,  that  no  calamities 
could  link  us  into  defpair,  or  even 
hinder  us  from  redoubling  our  exer¬ 
tions.  But  a  refufal  of  the  flip  pi  las 
would  tend  to  fever  and  difunite  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain. 
Such  an  aft  feemed  big  with  infur- 
mountable  calamities,  that  muff  af- 
fedt  not  merely  the  profperity,  but 
even  the  exiftence  of  theflate:  and 
great  mufl  be  the  triumph  of  our 
enemies,  fhould  they  perceive  it 
taking  place  in  that  alarming  mo¬ 
ment,  when,  perhaps,  the  only  me¬ 
thod  of  extricating  ourfelves  from 
every  furrounding  peril  and  perplex¬ 
ity,  would  be,  the  lincere  and  vi- 
goroufly  adtive  union  of  all  hands 
and  all  hearts,  in  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  and  its  interefts.  The  af- 
fent  to  fo  difgraceful  and  injurious 
a  proportion,  as  that  of  refuting  fup- 
plies  to  the  crown,  would  even  ftain 
the  conduct  of  an  abjecft  people,  pre¬ 
pared  and  willing  to  fubmit  to  any 
terms  impofed  on  them,  in  the  hour 
of  victory,  by  their  ambitious  adver- 
faries ;  but  it  mufl  (lain,  with  foul 
and  irretrievable  difhonour,  the  cha- 
radler  of  a  nation  renowned  for  their 
unconquerable  fpirit,  if,  having 
arms  in  their  hands,  they  fliou Id 
content  to  drip  themfelves  of  all  the 
powers  of  defence,  and  meanly  court 
the  favour  and  companion  of  an 
enemy.  It  had  been  laid,,  that  a 
refulal  of  the  fupplies  was  not  the 
point  in  queflion,  and  that  the  foie 
objedl  of  it  was  to  poflpone  the 
grant  of  them,  for  a  fliort  fpace  of 
time  ;  but  what  evidence  was  there, 
that  the  fame  gentlemen  who  now  op¬ 
posed  a  grant  to  the  crown,  would  be 
more  willinga  few  days  hence  to  vote 
for  the  neceffary  fupplies?  The  fame 
arguments  might  be  again  urged,  for 
a  continuance  in  the  determination 
£#  oppofe  thole  grants  oi  money, 


which  were  eflential  to  the  fervict 
and  to  the  welfare  of  the  flate.  The 
neceflity,  that  a  redrefs  of  grievances 
fhould  precede  the  vote  for  the  fup¬ 
plies,  had  been  much  infilled  on  : 
but  to  inquire  what  grievances  ex- 
ifled,  and  to  difeover  and  adminif- 
ter  effectual  remedies,  mull  prove  a 
work  of  time.  And  furely  all  would 
feel  an  inexpreffible  concern,  if  the 
interval  between  the  commencement 
of  an  endeavour  to  remove  thefe 
evils,  and  its  fuccefsful  clofe,  fhould 
be  filled  up  by  the  annihilation  of 
our  fleets  and  armies.  The  refufal 
of  fupplies  to  the  crown,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  mull  be  followed  by 
a  train  of  infurmountable  perplexi¬ 
ties  :  but  in  a  time  of  war,  a  war 
formidable  and  raging  like  the  pre- 
fent,  it  would  inevitably  lead  to 
deep  and  irretrievable  calamity  and 
difgraee.  Every  meafure  which 
confined  the  exertion,  and  leflened 
the  ardour  of  Great  Britain,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  its  juft  rights  and  eflential 
interefts,  would  prove  a  fource  of 
Arength,  of  animation,  and  of  tri¬ 
umph  to  Spain,  to  France,  to  Hol¬ 
land,  and  to  America. 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
this  debate,  at  the  clofe  of  which 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  rofe  a  fecond  time, 
and  declared,  that  he  Hill  continued 
of  opinion,  that  a  refufal  to  vote 
for  the  fupplies,  until  pledges  of 
amendment  in  the  direction  of  pub¬ 
lic  meafures  fhould  be  flneerely  giv¬ 
en,  mufl:  ftrengthen,  and  not  debi¬ 
litate  the  hands  of  government.  It 
mufl  rather  throw  more  national  re- 
fources  into  the  legal  power  of  the 
crown,  than  leffen  thole  of  which 
it  was  poflefled.  It  mufl  quicken, 
inftead  of  fruflrating,  the  future  glo¬ 
rious  operations  of  a  properly  direct¬ 
ed  war.  Would  the  great  eonflitu- 
tional  interefls  of  the'  crown,  and 
the  juft  power  which  mufl  invari¬ 
ably  accompany  them,  be  more  fup- 
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ported  ;md  advanced  by  fufrering 
thole  miniiters  to  remain  in  office, 
who,  having  plunged  the  nation 
into  calamity  and  fliame,  grew 
wanton  and  obdurate  in  their  guilt, 
than  by  immediately  introducing  a 
change  of  men  and  meafures  ;  fuch 
as  might  bring  back  the  fplendor 
and  felicity  of  the  people,  reftore 
their  luftre  to  the  fullied  rays  of 
majefty,  preferve  the  threatened 
fettlements  of  a  declining  empire, 
and  prove  the  means  of  feizingfrom 
a  victorious  enemy  the  whole  por¬ 
tion  of  that  dominion,  which,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  dilhonourable  war, 
had  been  wrefted  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ?  No  temporary  fufpenlion  of 
the  grant  of  the  fupplies,  could 
lefTen  or  enfeeble  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown.  No  aCt,  which  did  not 
militate  again#  the  Handing  law, 
and  fettled  ufage  of  parliament, 
could  poffibly  encroach  upon  the 
legal  power  of  the  king.  The  dif- 
tinCtion  between  the  executive  and 
the  deliberative  government,  was 
clearly  marked,  and  might  be  traced 
at  once.  To  watch  and  to  oppofe 
the  lead  attempt  of  the  executive 
part  of  government  to  pals  beyond 
its  proper  limits,  was  the  important 
duty  and  the  peculiar  province  of 
the  deliberative.  It  relied  with  the 
latter  to  deprive  incapable,  corrupt, 
and  hardened  minifters,  of  every 
opportunity  to  violate  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  hands.  It  was  often 
faid  by  fome  men,  that,  at  all  events, 
government  mull  be  fupported  :  but 
the  faCl  was,  that  government,  or 
at  lead  thole  who  were  entrufted 
with  the  powers  of  it,  had  been  too 
much  fupported.  In  conlequence 
of  the  fupport  that  had  been  aCtual- 
ly  afforded  to  government,  four- 
fcore  millions  bad  been  already  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  prefent  war,  threefcore 
millions  annihilated  for  ever  from 


the  pockets  of  the  dcckholders  by 
the  reduction  of  the  funds,  and  a 
depreciation  taken  place  of  at  leaft 
one-third  of  the  value  of  all  the 
lands  in  England.  Tnefe  were  the 
effeCts  of  the  confidence  that  had 
been  repofed  in  government,  and 
by  which  nothing  had  been  pur- 
chafed,  but  the  difmemberment  of 
half  our  empire,  and  perhaps  the 
extinction  of  our  commerce.  The 
right  of  with-holding  fupplies  from 
the  crown  was  coeval  with  the  con- 
ilitution  of  parliament,  and  effen- 
tial  to  a  free  government:  and  it 
was  high  time  that  this  right  fliould 
be  exerci fed,  till  fome  evidence  was 
given  to  the  people,  that  fuch  a 
change  of  fyftem,  and  fuch  meafures 
were  adopted,  as  might  put  fome 
Hop  to  the  calamities  ol  the  empire. 
Thequeftion  was  at  length  put  up¬ 
on  Sir  Grey  Cooper’s  motion,  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  172  to 
77,  whereupon  the  houfe  was  re- 
folved  into  a  committee  of  fup- 
ply. 

O11  the  4th  of  December,  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  General  Smith, 
that  the  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
ol  the  war  in  the  Carnatic,  fhould 
alfo  be  inftruCted  to  inveflicrate  the 
rife,  progrefs,  conduCt,  and  prefent 
Hate  of  the  Maratta  war,  and  of 
all  other  hofti lines  in  which  the 
p  re  fide  hey  of  .Bengal  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  fupport  of  that  war  ;  and 
into  the  effects  which  the  laid  war 
and  hoftilities  had  produced  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  and  in  the  other  fettlements  in 
the  polfeifion  of  the  Ea ft- India 
company.  Some  oppofition  was  at 
firlf  made  to  this  motion  by  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland  ;  and  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Rumbold  complained,  that  the 
diredtors  of  the  Eait-India  compa¬ 
ny,  in  their  precipitate  eagernefs  to 
profecutc  him,  had  thrown  afide  all 
ii  3  fenfe 
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fenfe  of  honour,  gratitude,  and 
common  juftice :  but  after  fome  far¬ 
ther  debate,  the  motion  was  carried 
without  a  divilion. 

The  lame  day  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Burke,  that  “  The  houfe 
fliould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  houfe,  in  order  to 
enquire  into  the  poufifeatipn  of  the 
effects,  wares,  aad  merchandize, 

. belonging  to  his  majeltv’s  new  fub- 
jeftts,  as  well  as  to  the  Britifh  fub- 
jecls,  on  the  iiland  of  St.  Euftatius  ; 
and  farther,  that  the  ho'ufe  fhould 
yefolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
fale,  djftribution,  and  mode  of  con¬ 
veyance  of  a  great  part  of  the  faid 
effe&s,  wares',  and  merchandize,  to 
the  illands  belonging  to  France,  and 
to  other  parts  of  the  dominions  of 
..his  mojefty’s  enemies.”  In  the 
fpeech  by  which  he  introduced  this 
motion,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  the 
late  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Euftatius  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  fcandalous  infringement  of  the  law 
of  nations,  an  infolent  contempt  of 
every  rule  of  policy  and  juflice,  and 
fuch  a  vile  difhonour  to  the  name 
and  character  of  Great  Britain,  as 
muff  expofe  her  to  the  fcorn  of  all 
the  world.  But  previously  to  his 
entrance  into  the  detail  of  cjrcum- 
fiances  relative  tp  the  capture  of 
that  iiland,  and  to  the  fuftfeqtient 
conduCf  of  the  Britifh  commanders, 
he  wifhed  to  be  informed,  whether 
any  of  the  m  mi  tiers  intended  to  op- 
pole  an  open,  unprejudiced,  and 
full  inveftigaiion.  If  a  real  inquiry 
was  entered  into,  he  could  produce 
fuch  ftrikjng  tefti  monies,  as  muil 
infallibly  point  out  who  the  authors 
were  ot  that  difgrace  which  flained 
the  reputation  oi  the  Britifh  empire  ; 
and  as  fuch  an  inquiry  would  lead 
Ultimately  to  the  punifhment  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  it  muff  convince  all  E ti¬ 
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rope,  that  the  nation,  ftill  feeling!/ 
alive  to  every  fenfe  of  honour,  jus¬ 
tice,  and  humanity,,  would  fearch, 
even  to  the  bottom,  and  make  an 
adequate  atonement  for,  thole  exe- 
enable  meafures  that  were  purfued 
at  St.  Euftatius.  On  this  occalion, 
the  characters  of  hr  George  Rod¬ 
ney  and  general  Vaughan  appeared 
at  ltake.  They  were  often  libiy  the 
parties  in  the  whole  bulinefs.  If, 
therefore,  the  miniftry  dehgned  to 
place  the  conduct  of  the  two  com¬ 
manders  in  an  irreproachable  and 
open  point  of  view,  wherein  no¬ 
thing  could  be  left  either  lor  doubt 
or  mifconhrudtion,  they  would  pro¬ 
mote  a  general  but  clofe  inquiry. 

Lord  George  Germain  declared, 
that  he  could  not  poffibly  give  his 
vote  in  favour  of  the  motion ;  and 
he  was  much  miftaken,  if  the  houfe 
would  fuffer  it  to  pafs,  whilft  addons 
were  depending  in  the  courts  below, 
on  the  behalf  of  various  claimants, 
to  recover  damages  for  the  feizure 
oi  their  pretended  property  at  Sfe 
Euflatius,  confifling  of  ftores,  mer¬ 
chandize,  and  various  articles.  If 
the  commanders  had  done  wrong, 
the  injured  parries  would  be  re  dr  dL 
ed  ;  it  they  had  done  right,  the  law 
would  determine  in  their  favour. 
In  the  prefent  moment,  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  the  parliament  to 
come  to  any  decifton,  which,  ■pen¬ 
dente  litc ,  muil  be  injurious  to  one 
pan  y  or  the  other. 

The  Speaker  now  addrefied  Mr. 
Burke,  and  obferved  to  him,  that 
it  was  evident  his  motion  would  not 
receive  a  general  concurrence  ;  but, 
if  he  thought  proper,  he  might  ftate 
thofe  faCts  on  which  he  wifhed  the 
houle  to  take  up  the  inquiry.  -  -Mr. 
Burke  replied,  that  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  intel¬ 
ligence  with  which  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  favour  him ;  it  was,  in- 
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deed,  evident,  that  his  motion 
would  not  receive  k  general  con¬ 
currence  ;  but  he  mu  ft  beg*  permil- 
fion  to  aftfert,  that  being  more  hum¬ 
ble  in  his  views,  he  did  not  teel 
fuch  ambitious  wifhes,  as  to  afpire 
to  the  attainment  of  a  general  con¬ 
currence  from  that  houfe  to  any 
proportion  whatever,  which  he 
might  take  the  liberty  of  recom¬ 
mending.  He  ftiould  have  deemed 
it  a  complete  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  extent  of  his  defires,  if  only 
the  majority  had  condefcended  to 
have  honoured  him  with  their  fup- 
port  and  approbation.  But  con¬ 
vinced  that  even  fuch  an  event  was 
much  too  fortunate  for  him  to  fhare 
in,  he  would  proceed  to  unfold  the 
ftafe  of  faffs  of  which  he  flood  pof- 
fefled.  Previoufly,  however,  he 
(hould  remark,  that  the  noble  lord, 
who  had  objected  to  the  interference 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  becaufe 
fome  tranfadlions  at  St.  Euftatius 
were  to  be  difeufted  in  the  courts  of 
law,  had  taken  a  narrow  and  rnifer- 
able  ground,  and  fuch  as  was  un¬ 
becoming  a  member  of  the  great 
legifiative  body  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire.  Should  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  throw  afide  its  wif- 
dorn,  policy7,  and  juftice,  and  dance 
attendance  on  the  paltry  difputes  of 
private  claimants  in  the  courts  be¬ 
low  ?  Such  fentiments  and  counfels 
were  highly  difhonourable,  and  muft 
exhibit  us  to  all  the  world  in  alight 
equally  criminal  and  difgraceful.  It 
was,  on  the  contrary,  the  inftant 
duty  of  that  houfe,  to  feareh  with 
the  utmoft  ftridtnefs  into  ihofe  bafe 
enormities  which  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  at  St.  Euftatius,  and  which 
appeared  to  have  been  fandtioned  by 
the  authority  of  a  Britifh  admiral 
and  general. 

Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  obferve, 
tfcat  he  hetd  before  thought  it,  might 


be  proper,  to  bring  the  accufation 
chiefly  againft  the  minifters,  under 
whofe  orders  the  admiral  and  general 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  afted  : 
but  as  admiral  Rodney  had  declared 
in  that  houfe,  that  whether  he  had 
received  orders  from  home,  or  not, 
he  fliould  have  a  fled  exactly  as  he 
did  at  St.  Euftatius,  the  matter  of 
complaint  might  now  juftly  be 
pointed  at  hilnfelf.  The  outrages 
which  had  been  committed,  were 
without  a  precedent  in  the  hiftory 
of  former  wars;  and  they  naturally" 
tended  to  excite  another  hoft  of 
enemies  againft  the ’cruelly  direct¬ 
ed  power  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
muft  fatally  augment  the  hatred  and 
the  defoliation,  with  which  our  foes 
had  been  too  long  accuitomed  to 
obferve  our  want  of  honour,  and  of 
humanity.  If  the  parliament  were 
really  defirous  of  preferving  unful- 
lied  the  ancient  reputation  of  their 
country,  for  mercy7  and  benevolence 
to  vanquifhed  enemies,  they  would 
convince  the  world,  with  what  a 
flrong  and  marked  abhorrence,  with, 
what  a  fixed  determination  to  punifli 
guilt  wherever  they  could  reach  it, 
they  heard  the  general  reports  that 
abject  thefts,  atrocious  rapine,  and 
every  fpecies  of  uncivilized  barbari¬ 
ty*  were  exercifed  againft  the  pro¬ 
perty  and  perfons  of  the  uhhappy 
fettlers  on  the  ifiand  of  St.  Eufta¬ 
tius,  when  it  was  captured  by  fir 
George  Rodney  and  general  Vaugh¬ 
an.  From  the  houfe  of  commons  all 
Europe  would  expedt  the  molt  de- 
cifive  proofs,  that  Great  Britain 
neither  felt  the  inclination,  nor 
could  fo  far  forget  her  ancient  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  redlitude  of  condudt, 
as  to  countenance  cruelty  and  in- 
juftice.  They  would  be  expedit'd 
to  fliew  their  willingnefs  to  liften  to 
complaints  againft  oppreffion ;  to, 
trace  them  to  their  fciipce  •  to  wipe 
£  4 
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#way  tlie  tears  of  the  afflicted;  to 
comfort  and  redrefs  the  injured  ; 
and  to  affuage  the  grief  of  thofe  who 
had  been  overwhelmed  by  the  im¬ 
petuous  torrent  of  a  violent  and  un¬ 
relenting  power. 

Mr.  Burke  then  called  to  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  houfe  the  difaf- 
trous  events  of  the  preceding  cam- 
pagn,  from  its  commencement  to 
the  period  then  before  them.  Among 
the  expeditions  which  had  been 
planned,  was  one  againfl  the  ifland 
of  St.  Vincent,  and  another  againfl 
the  ifland  of  St.  Euflatius.  The 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  the  property 
of  our  ancient  enemies  the  French, 
was  powerfully  fortified,  and  capa¬ 
ble,  in  all  refpe.Cts,  of  a  vigorous 
reiifiance.  But  the  humane  com¬ 
manders  were  induced  to  make  their 
delcent  upon  this  ifland  by  the  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  dreadful  violence 
of  the  late  hurricanes,  plunging  the 
inhabitants  in  deep  calamity,  had 
Gripped  them  of  the  power  of  op- 
pofition  r  and  this  reafon  for  attack¬ 
ing  the  ifland,  the  fecretary  of  flate 
for  the  ' American  department  had 
afterwards  wifely  caufed  to  be  print¬ 
ed  in  the  Gazette.  However,  thofe 
gallant  officers,  Rodney  and  Vaugh¬ 
an,  foon  difeovered,  to  their  mor¬ 
tification,  that  thofe  enemies  whom 
they  had  confidered  as  an  eafy  con- 
quefl  were  numerous  and  formid¬ 
able  ;  at  leaf!:  able  to  repel,  if  not 
to  vanquifh  their  invaders  ;  and, 
therefore,  they  thought  proper  to 
retire.  They  then  proceeded  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euflatius,  which  was 
the  property  of  our  new  enemies  the 
Hutch,  and  which  was  totally  de- 
fencelels.  A  weak  and  infufficient 
force  had  been  employed  againfl  the 
well-proteCted  ifland  ot  St.  Vincent ; 
but  as  it  was  known  that  no  refift- 
ance  of  any  confequenee  could  be 
made  at  Sg.  Euflatius,  and  that  three 


flout  privateers  well  manned  might 
have  taken  the  place,  our  command¬ 
ers,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  eon- 
fiftency  of  their  conduct,  appeared 
before  that  ifland  with  fifteen  fliips 
of  the  line,  a  proportionable  num¬ 
ber  of  frigates,  and  near  three  thou- 
fand  of  the  beft  troops  in  the  world. 
The  force  to  refift  this  powerful  ar¬ 
mament  confifled  of  a  few  pieces  of 
ufelefs  artillery,  and  about  thirty- 
fix  foldiers,  affifled  by  a  few  inva¬ 
lids,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  not 
more  than  fixty  perfons.  The  place, 
being  thus  incapable  of  defence, 
furrendered  at  diferetion  ;  and  our 
commanders,  it  feems,  interpreted 
the  word  diferetion  to  mean  deft  ruc¬ 
tion  ;  for  they  did  not  leave  the  con¬ 
quered  a  fliilling.  But  did  the  ho¬ 
nourable  commanders  ferioufly  be¬ 
lieve,  that  even  unconditional  fub- 
miffion  to  the  mercy  of  an  enemy, 
invefled  them  with  the  privilege  of 
treating  all  the  captured  individuals 
as  cruelly  as  they  pleafed  ?  The 
celebrated  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations  had  none  of  them  ventured 
to  allow  this  latitude,  to  the  powers 
that  might  be  exercifed  by  conque¬ 
rors  over  enemies,  fubmitting  at  dif¬ 
eretion.  Neither  Grotius,  nor  Puf- 
fendorf,  nor  Vattel,  nor  any  other 
author  treating  on  the  fubjeCt,  had 
hazarded  the  leaft  remark  that  could 
afford  a  fanCtion  to  fo  flagitious  a  pro¬ 
ceeding.  In  the  moment  of  fubmif- 
fion,  the  vanquifhed  parties  were  in- 
titled  to  protection.  This  fhould 
always  follow  the  difcontinuance  of 
hoftilhies.  But  this  was  fo  far  from 
being  the  cafe  at  St.  Euflatius,  that 
a  full  relation  of  the  barbarous  ex- 
ceffes  which  followed  clofe  upon  the 
capture  of  that  ifland,  would  flagger 
all  belief.  The  wapehoufes  pf  the 
merchants  and  traders  were  locked 
up  ;  their  books  taken  from  them  ; 
even  their  provifions  witi\-held;  and 
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they  were  compelled  to  give  in  an 
account  of  all  their  plate,  jewels, 
and  ready  money,  all  which  was 
declared  to  be  confifcated.  No  rank, 
or  fex,  or  age,  was  fpared  in  the 
general  order  :  and  the  ilaves  were 
either  cajoled  by  promifes  of  reward 
if  they  complied,  or  intimidated  by 
threats  of  punifhment  on  refufal,  to 
violate  their  fidelity  to  their  matters, 
and  to  dificover  where  they  had  con¬ 
cealed  their  property.  The  hard- 
fliips  which  the  inhabitants  endured 
were  fo  great,  that  governor  Mey- 
nell  was  fuppofed  to  have  died  in 
confequence  of  his  fufferings.  A- 
mong  other  arbitrary  proceedings, 
au  order  was  iffued,  by  which  almoft 
all  the  inhabitants  were  commanded 
to  quit  the  itland.  The  Dutch  were 
banifhed  becaufe  they  were  Dutch, 
the  Americans  becaufe  they  were 
the  king’s  enemies,  and  the  Jews 
probably  becaufe  their  religion  was 
different  from  that  of  their  conque¬ 
rors,  Mr,  Hohen,  a  Jewifh  mer¬ 
chant,  venerable  in  his  port  and 
afpedt,  and  juft  advancing  to  his 
feventieth  year,  after  having  been 
ftripped  of  part  of  his  effects,  was 
catched  in  the  attempt  to  hide  the 
fmall  remainder  of  his  own  money. 
Immediately  the  conquerors  of  St. 
Euftatius  ripped  up  his  coat,  and, 
having  found  his  little  hoard,  fe- 
cured  it  for  themfelves,  directing 
that  the  plundered  wretch  fhould 
be  particularly  watched,  becaufe 
they  took  him  in  the  very  act  of 
fecreting  a  few  guineas,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferving  his  exiftence. 
Mr.  Hohen  wras  ready  to  attend  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  treatment  which  he 
had  received.  The  cafe  of  Mr. 
Gouverneur  was  alfo  not  a  little  re¬ 
markable.  He  had  traded  in  dry 
goods,  and  no  naval-  or  military 
feores  whatever  had  palled  through 


his  hands :  but  he  was  faid  to  have 
adted  upon  com  million  from  the 
congrefs.  This  gentleman  was 
feized,  his  property  confifcated, 
and  himfelf  hurried  on  board,  to  be 
carried  to  England.  His  wife  ac¬ 
companied  him,  but  was  not  able 
to  obtain  even  a  bed  from  her  own 
houfe,  for  her  hufband  and  her- 
felf.  Mr.  Gouverneur  had,  in¬ 
deed,  no  chance  for  his  property, 
in  the  hands  of  the  admiral  and 
general :  for  they  choofe  to  con- 
fider  him  in  a  two-fold  light.  They 
confidered  hirn  as  a  Dutchman  and 
an  Englifnman :  as  a  Dutchman, 
they  confifcated  his  property ;  and 
as  an  Englifhman,  they  confined 
him  as  a  traitor,  and  fent  him  to 
England,  to  be  referved  for  the 
juftice  of  his  country.  But  the 
honourable  commanders  fhould  have 
known,  that  if  he  was  a  fubjedt  of 
this  country,  and  even  guilty  of 
high  treafon,  his  property  could 
not  be  confifcated,  until  a  jury  of 
his  countrymen  fhould  have  pro¬ 
nounced  him  guilty.  The  admiral 
and  general,  however,  went  to  work 
another  way  :  they  firft  confifcated 
and  made  fure  of  the  goods,  before 
they  knew  whether  Mr  Gouver¬ 
neur  could  be  convi&ed  or  not ; 
and  then  fubjedted  him  to  the  hard- 
fhip  of  four  or  five  months  clofe 
confinement  in  a  gaol,  with  the 
meaneft  and  moft  hardened  male¬ 
factors.  Mr.  Curzon  was  alfo  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner  :  and  of 
thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  fadts, 
evidence  was  ready  to  be  produc¬ 
ed  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  It  had 
been  pretended,  in  order  to  juftify 
the  confiscation  of  private  property 
at  St.  Euftatius,  that  the  Dutch  had 
been  partial  to  our  enemies,  and 
more  ready  to  fell  goods  to  them, 
than  to  us.  Had  this  been  the 
cafe,  it  would  not  havejuftified  the 
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conduct  of  our  commanders :  but 
this  was  not  the  fad.  The  Dutch 
fold  their  goods  to  all  nations,  and 
were  far  from  giving  any  preference 
to  our  enemies.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  Sir  George  Rodney  had  appli¬ 
ed  for  cordage  to  the  Dutch,  and 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  : 
but  the  fad  was,  that  at  that  time 
they  had  fcarcely  any  on  hand.  It 
might  be  proved,  by  books  which 
had  been  feized,  and  by  living  wit- 
neifes,  that  at  St,  Euftatius  the 
Englifh.  always  had  the  preference 
at  the  market ;  and  that  at  the 
time  admiral  Rodney  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  cordage  at  St.  Euftatius,  it 
was  fo  fcarce,  that  what  little  there 
was  fold  ten  per  cent,  dearer  than 
at  St.  KitFs. 

The  next  point  upon  which  Mr. 
Burke  expatiated,  was  the  fale 
of  the  goods  which  the  admiral  and 
general  thought  proper  to  confif- 
cate.  A  proclamation  was  iffued, 
promifing  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs 
to  all  purchafers,  together  with  fe- 
icurity  that  their  money  fhould  not 
be  taken  from  them,  and  that  they 
fhould  be  at  liberty  to  carry  away 
the  goods  they  fhould  purchafe  : 
a  promise  of  protection  and  fecurity 
which,  perhaps,  might  not  be 
thought  neceffary  from  any  but  the 
conquerors  of  St.  Euffatrus.  At 
the  public  fales  of  thefe  confifcat- 
ed  goods,  the  different  commodities 
were  difpofed  of  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper,  than  the  Dutch  had  be¬ 
fore  that  time  fold  fimilar  articles 
to  the  French ;  fo  that,  in  fa£t, 
the  only  apparent  ufe  that  the  con- 
quefl  of  St.  Euftatius  appeared  to 
have  been  of,  was,  that  the  French 
and  Americans  had  been  fupplied 
with  ftores,  by  the  Britifh  conque¬ 
rors,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  they  ufed  to  get  them 
from  the  Dutch.  However,  in  the 


glorious  buffnefs  of  the  fares  \ver6 
the  two  commanders  taken  up? 
from  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  February  to  the  beginning  of 
May ;  a  period  in  which  admiral 
Rodney  had  twenty-one  fail  of  the 
line  under  his  command,  and  three 
thoufand  veteran  troops  at,  St. 
Eufiadus ;  while  the  enemy  had 
not  fix  fail  at  Mamrdeo.  This 
furely  was  a  time  to  have  recovered 
fome  of  our  former  pofieffions,  or 
to  have  taken  others  from  the  ene¬ 
my  :  but  this  time  appeared  to 
have  been  loff,  by  the  attendance 
of  the  admiral  and  general  on  the 
fales  at  St.  Euflatius  ;  and  the  lofs 
of  Tobago  feemed  alfo  to  have 
arifen  from  the  fame  caufe, 

Mr.  Burke  added,  that  he  hoped 
a  proper  defence  of  their  conduct 
would  be  made  by  the  two  com¬ 
manders,  and  that  they  would  not 
fit  down  contented  with  their  own 
felf-approbation,  or  the  fupport  of 
their  friends  in  that  houie.  Self¬ 
acquittal  was  not  enough.  A  man 
might,  indeed,  fay, 

*— P  op  ulus  me  Jib  d at  ;  at  mihi  plan  do  % 
Et  domi  nummos  contemplor  in  area * 

But  fomething  was  due  to  the' 
public,  and"  to  juflice.  Evidence 
was  ready  to  be  produced  at  the 
bar  of  the  charges  brought  againff 
the  admiral  and  general  ;  and  their 
characters  could  not  be  cleared  but 
by  a  full,  and  fair,  and  open  in- 
veffigation  of  the  tranfaciions  in. 
which  they  had  been  concerned. 
It  might  be  difreputabie  to  ffand 
forth  as  the  accufer  of  mean  and 
petty  criminals  ;  but  it  could  not 
be  difnonou table  to  accufe  guilt  in 
ffars  gnd  ribbons  ;  that  preliimptu- 
ous  and  potent  guilt,  which  feemed 
to  think  itfelf  beyond  the  rpaeh  of 
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Sir  George  Rodney  now  rofe, 
and  endeavoured  to  defend  himfelf. 
He  laid,  th  at  when  he  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  aland  of  St.  Euftatius,  it 
was  for  the  purpofe  ot  cutting  off 
fupplies  from  the  enemy,  and  with 
the  fixed  refolution  not  to  grant 
any  terms  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
Dutch,  though *nominall}  the  friends 
of  this  country,  had,  during  the 
courfe  of  his  command  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  been  the  friends  of  our  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  to  punifh  and  check 
both,  nothing  had  appeared  more 
effectual  than  the  reduction  of  an 
ifland,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  animated  with  a  rooted  aver- 
lion  to  us,  and  the  moft  cordial  re- 
gard  for  our  enemies.  Among 
thofe  inhabitants  were  many  who, 
while  they  called  themfelves  Eng- 
lifhmen,  were  not  aftiamed  to  dift 
grace  themfelves  and  their  country, 
by  affifting  her  enemies  with  the 
means  to  wound  her.  Such  people 
had  deferved  no  favour,  and  to 
them  he  had  refolved  to  ffiew  none. 
That  St.  Euftatius  had  been  a  mart 
for  our  enemies,  in  preference  to 
us,  was  manifeft  from  this  circum- 
fiance  ,*  that  fome  weeks  before  the 
capture  of  the  ifland,  an  applica¬ 
tion  had  been  made  to  the  chief 
office  s  and  inhabitants,  to  treat 
with  them  about  the  purchafe  of 
fuch  materials,  as  were  requifite  for 
the  reparation  and  equipment  of  the 
Engliih  fleet.  Their  anlwer  was, 
that  as  no  articles  of  this  nature 
were  then  amongft  their  ftores,  they 
cojufd  not  in  the  leaft  affift  us.  That 
this  w. .  a  falfe  pretence,  was  plain¬ 
ly  feen  foon  after  the  fui-render  of 
the  ifland,  when  fuch  quantities  of 
naval  ftores  were  found  within  the 
magazines  and  warehoufes,  as 
could  not  have  been  heaped  toge¬ 
ther  in  fo  ffiort  a  fpace  of  time.  As 
to  the  outrages  which  it  was  pre- 


tended  had  been  committed  at  St, 
Euftatius,  he  could  declare,  that  if 
an  aft  of  inhumanity  had  been  com¬ 
mitted,  it  never  reached  his  ears. 
So  far  from  being  guilty  of  an  abufe 
of  power,  he  had  redrafted,  upon 
the  firft  complaint,  irregularities  and 
improprieties,  without  waiting  to 
examine  whether  they  were  frivo¬ 
lous  or  important.  But  when  he 
found  that  natives  of  this  kingdom, 
forgetful  of  their  allegiance  to  their 
king,  and  criminally  regardlefs  of 
the  ties  which  fliould  have  bound 
them  to  their  country,  had  funk 
the  reputable  ch  a  rafter  of  Englifh 
merchants  into  the  difgraceful  oc¬ 
cupation  of  a  felfifh  trader  ;  and 
were  unprincipled  aifociates  amongft 
the  Dutch,  in  traffic  with  thofe  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  rebellion  in  America, 
he  feized  and  lent  them  home,  to 
meet  the  juftice  of  the  lawf,  which 
they  had  daringly  offended.  Nor 
did  he  ever  imagine,  that  any  fel- 
low-fubjeft  would  have  ventured  to 
attack  him  for  his  conduft  in  this 
refpect.  Without  regard  to  the  in- 
ftnuations  that  had  been  thrown 
out,  that  he  had  been  aftuated  by 
mercenary  views,  the  fact  was,  that 
when  he  feized  all  the  property  on 
the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  it  was 
not  for  his  own  ufe.  He  thought, 
at  the  time,  that  it  would  all  belong 
to  the  king  ;  and  that  it  was  his  du¬ 
ty  to  fee  the  moft  made  of  it,  in  or¬ 
der  to  carry  it  into  the  public  trea- 
fury.  He  had  not  wifhed  for  a 
fhiiling  of  it,  nor  had  any  other 
idea  at  the  time,  but  that  the  whole 
belonged  of  right  to  his  country. 
He  had  written  to  this  purpofe  to 
the, firft  lord  of  the  treafitry  :  and 
therefore,  in  all  that  he  had  done 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  property 
at  St.  Euftatius,  it  was  for  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  not  tor  himfelf,  that  he 
had  been  afting.  It  was  pretended, 
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that  he  had  permitted  the  ftores 
and  proviiionf  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
enemy,  diredlly,  or  circuitoully 
through  the  neutral  iflands  :  but 
this  was  the  very  reverie  of  the 
truth;  for  he  had  given  orders, 
that  none  of  the  ftores  or  provisions 
fhould  be  fold,  but  fent  to  his  raa- 
jefty’s  yard  at  Antigua.  So  ftridt 
had  he  been  in  this  refpedt,  that 
he  was  not  Satisfied  with  examining 
the  clearance  of  every  (hip  that  went 
out ;  he  had  alfo  caufed  her  to  an¬ 
chor  under  his  fern,  and  had  her 
examined  by  commiifioned  officers ; 
and  if  ffie  had  more  provifions  on 
board  than  were  neceffary  for  the 
voyage,  they  were  always  taken  out. 
As  to  the  charge  brought  againft 
him,  that  he  had  remained  inadtive 
for  three  months  at  St.  Euftatius, 
his  anfvver  was,  that  matters  of  the 
higheft  confequence  had  made  his 
prefence  abfolutely  requifite ;  and 
though  he  had  ftaid  no  inconfider- 
able  length  of  time  upon  the  iiland, 
he  took  effectual  care  to  keep  the 
fleet  in  adtive  fervice,  and  planned 
fuch  enterprizes  as  he  imagined 
would  have  proved  of  infinite  ad¬ 
vantage  to  Great  Britain.  One  of 
thefe  was  an  expedition  againft  Su¬ 
rinam,  and  another  againft  Curaf- 
fou  ;  but  when  the  fquadrons  for 
this  purpofe  were  on  the  point  of 
failing,  he  received  intelligence, 
that  a  numerous  fleet  of  French  mer¬ 
chantmen,  under  convoy  of  twelve 
fhips  of  the  line,  were  obferved 
fleering  towards  the  iiland  of  Mar- 
tinico.  This  circumftance  immedi¬ 
ately  determined  him,  to  relinquilh 
all  thoughts  of  pointing  the  attack 
againft  two  fettlements,  which 
though  of  value  and  importance, 
were  of  lefs  confequence  than  the 
advantages,  which  muft  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  fuccefs  of  intercepting 
the  French  convoy,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  jun&ion  between  their  fleet 


then  on  its  courfe  from  Europe*, 
and  their  naval  armament  at  an¬ 
chor  in  Fort  Royal  Bay.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  he  inftantly  difpatched  a 
powerful  fquadron  to  Martinico, 
having  diredted  that  they  Ihould 
blockade  the  whole  iiland ;  whilft, 
at  the  fame  time,  feveral  fwift 
failing  veffeis  were  ftationed  at  the 
diftance  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty  leagues,  in  the 
tradt  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view 
of  gaining  a  quick  intelligence  of 
their  approach,  and  of  their  force* 
The  condudt  of  this  enterprise  was 
committed  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  an 
officer  as  Ikilful  and  intrepid  as 
any  in  the  naval  fervice  ;  and  the 
fubfequent  mifearriage  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  was  not  the  leaft  reflexion 
on  the  brave  commander,  who,  as 
far  as  unexpedted  incidents  per¬ 
mitted,  had  done  his  duty  to  the 
utmofi.  With  refpedt  to  Tobago, 
the  admiral  added,  that  the  lofs  of 
that  iiland  was  not  his  fault ;  for 
even  the  guns  that  he  had  fent 
the  year  before  for  its  deferfee, 
had  never  been  mounted.  On  the 
whole,  the  attacks  againft  his  cha~ 
radter  were  no  lefs  impotent  than 
wdeked  ;  and  it  would  ftill  remain 
invulnerable  to  all  the  lhafts  of 
envy,  malice,  and  detradtion.  He 
found  an  honourable  fhelter  from 
the  malignity  of  falfe  afperfions,  in 
the  favourable  opinion  of  a  graci¬ 
ous  prince,  and  in  the  approbation 
of  a  valiant,  free,  and  generous 
people. 

Major-general  Vaughan  declared, 
on  his  own  behalf,  that  he  was 
guiitlefs  of  every  charge  which  had 
been  advanced  againft  him,  as  one 
of  the  commanding  officers  at  the 
capture  of  St.  Euftatius.  So  far 
from  having  authorized,  or  coun¬ 
tenanced,  in  any  manner  whatfo- 
ever,  the  outrages  and  depredations, 
reported  to  have  taken  place  on  this 
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decafion,  he  had  checked  them  by 
example  and  by  influence ;  and 
liftening,  with  a  Arid  impartiality, 
to  all  complaints  of  violence  and  in- 
juftice,  had  endeavoured  to  redrefs 
them,  and  to  give  the  parties  aCtu- 
ally  aggrieved  the  moil  effedual  re¬ 
lief  within  his  power.  As  to  a  fug- 
geftion,  which  had  beenjcircuiated 
among  the  public,  that  he  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  immenfe  riches  at  the 
lurrender  of  this  fettlement,  he  af¬ 
firmed  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had 
not  gained  one  Angle  (hilling,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indiredly,  by  fair  means 
or  by  foul  means,  in  confequence  of 
the  proceedings  at  St.  Euflatius. 
One  of  the  reafons  for  locking  up 
the  warehoufes  in  that  ifland,  was, 
to  prevent  plundering,  from  which 
he  could  fcarcely  reflrain  even  the 
troops.  Fire  too  was  dreaded  in  a 
place  where  many  difaffeded  people 
lived,  and  who  thought  themfelves 
injured  by  a  confifcation  of  their 
property  for  treafon.  If  any  bad 
treatment  had  been  fhewn  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  it  was  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  or  orders,  or  approbation  ; 
and  when  grievances  were  complain¬ 
ed  of,  he  had  redreffed.  them.  It 
would  be  hard,  therefore,  to  make 
him  refponfible  for  the  condud  of 
ail  the  perfons  in  the  town.  As  to 
the  Jews,  it  was  manifeft,  that 
they  could  not  have  been  treated 
with  the  cruelty  that  had  been  re¬ 
prefen  ted,  becaufe  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  an  addrefs,  figned  by  the  warden 
and  rulers  of  that  people,  in  which 
they  exprefled  their  gratitude  for 
the  clemency  and  goodnefs  which 
he  had  evidenced  towards  them. 
Without  pretenfions  to  fuch  in¬ 
flexibility  of  difpofition  as  no  temp¬ 
tations  could  relax,  he  would  aflert, 
that  all  the  meafures  which  he  pur- 
fued,  w hi  1  lb  be  remained  upon  the 
Ifland,  were  flridly  confonanf  to 
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honour  and  integrity  ;  and  he  de¬ 
fied  the  bittereft  of  his  enemies  to 
prove,  that  he  had  fullied,  by  any 
ignominious  a£t,  the  character  which 
he  was  anxious  to  maintain,  through 
life,  in  all  capacities,  whether  as  aa 
officer  or  as  a  private  individual. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  lord 
North  confirmed  the  truth  of  what 
had  been  aflerted  by  admiral  Rod¬ 
ney,  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to 
his  lordfhip,  acquainting  him,  that 
he  confidered  the  valuable  feizure  of 
the  fiores  and  different  effeCts,  upon 
the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  as  the 
exclufive  property  of  the  crown* 
This  circumftance  was  treated  with 
extreme  contempt  by  Mr.  Burke* 
Was  this,  he  afked,  the  anfwer 
which  the  noble  lord  defigned  to 
pafs  upon  the  houfe  of  commons, 
for  the  purpofe  of  putting  a  flop  to 
the  propofed  inquiry  ?  Who  could 
have  expeefied  fuch  a  condudt  in  an. 
old  minifler!  Not,  indeed,  a  very 
great  minifler,  but  a  full-grown 
man  ! 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
this  debate,  on  both  Aides  the  ques¬ 
tion  ;  after  which  Mr.  Burke  again 
role,  and  obferved,  that  a  part  of 
the  defence  of  the  commanders  at 
St.  EuAatius  implied  in  it,  that 
their  prefence  was  abfolutcly  necef- 
fary,  to  hinder  fome  unprincipled 
inhabitants  from  Healing  the  effedrs 
confifcated  at  the  furrender  of  the 
place.  Thus,  officers  of  diflin- 
guilfied  rank,  admirals  and  generals 
defeended,  for  the  fir  it  time,  to 
the  humiliating  fituation  of  watch¬ 
men  flationed  at  a  magazine,  or 
warehouse,  to  fecure  the  merchan-% 
dize  from  plunder.  But  fatal  was. 
the  confequence  of  their  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  occupation.  Their 
fliameful  refidence  of  three  months 
at  St.  Euftatius,  had  enabled  the 
French  to  plunder  us  of  the  valuable 
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ifhmdof  Tobago,  The  infinuation 
that  had  been  thrown  out,  that  St, 
Eudatius  was  filled  with  traders, 
whole  excluiive  occupation  it  was  to 
iupply  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
with  military  and  naval  flores,  and 
various  articles  of  commerce,  could 
not  be  credited  by  any  man  who  re- 
col  ledted,  that,  long  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  the  ifland 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  con¬ 
cerns,  with  all  the  neighbouring 
fettlements,  and  with  the  fubjedtsof 
diiiant  dates.  But  mifreprefenta- 
tions  might  be  neceffary,  in  order 
to  furnifh  a  pretext  for  pillage  ;  and 
guilt  was  fird  imputed  to  the  opprefl- 
ed,  with  the  iniidious  view  of  co¬ 
vering  the  enormities  of  the  oppref- 
fors.  Not  to  have  proceeded  to  the 
lad  excels  of  rapine,  was  mentioned 
as  a  kind  of  virtue ;  and  the  captors, 
feizing  on  merchandize,  on  Bore’s, 
and  on  money,  feemed  to  a  flu  me  a 
merit  to  thcmfelvcs,  becaufe  they 
had  only  dripped  the  houfes  of 


their  moveables  :  and  they  confided 
ed  it  as  an  indance  of  their  bounty i 
that  they  had  neither  taken  down 
the  grates  of  kitchens  5  nor  violent¬ 
ly  torn  up  the  dones  of  cellars* 
He  concluded,  by  again  calling  up¬ 
on  the  houfe  to  proceed  to  the  in¬ 
quiry.  He  ftood  prepared,  he  faid,‘ 
with  an  authentic  date  of  fa£ts,  and 
with  indubitable  evidence,  which 
he  was  enabled  to  bring  diredtly  to 
the  bar ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
fupport,  in  all  refpedfs,  whatever 
he  had  advanced  concerning  the1 
tranfactions  at  St.  Eudatius. 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Burke,  on 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
idand,  did  great  honour  to  his  elo¬ 
quence,  and  to  his  humanity  •  but 
his  efforts  were  in  vain  ;  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  miniilry  to  op- 
pofe  any  farther  inquiry  into  the 
budnefs  ;  fo  that  his  motion  was  re¬ 
jected,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  163  to  89. 
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Debate  on  the  Number  of  Seamen  to  be  rafed  for  the  Service  of  the  fear 
1782.  Debate  on  a  very  important  Motion  of  Sir  James  Lowther,  that  it 
jhoidd  be  refolded  by  that  Houfe,  that  the  War  Carried  on  againf  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies  had  been  ineffectual  to  thePurpoJ'es  for  which  it  was  underta¬ 
ken,  and  that  all  farther  Attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans  by  Force  tnuft  he 
injurious  to  the  true  Jntcrefs  of  Great  Britain.  7 he  Motion  vigoroujly 
fut ported,  but  at  length  rejected,  in  confluence  of  a  Majority  voting  jer  the 
Order  of  the  Day. 

♦ 

ON  the  erth  of  December,  the 
houfe  being  i.11  a  committee 
of  fupply,  a  motion  was  made  by 
lord  Lifburne,  “That  \  00,000  fea- 
44  men,  including  21,721  marines, 

44  lhould  be  voted  for  the  fervice  of 
44  the  enfuing  year ;  and  that  four 
44  pounds,  per  man,  per  month, 

44  lhould  be  granted  for  the  fupport 
“  of  the  fame.”  In  conlequence 
of  this  motion,  a  debate  took  'place 

canety 


on  the  date  of  the  navy,  in  which 
it  was  afiertedon  the  part  of  admini- 
dration,  that  the  number  of  fea- 
men  then  actually  employed  amount¬ 
ed  to  ninety-nine  thoufanch;  that  the 
number  of  jfhips  of  the  line  in  com- 
m  iff  on  was  ninety-two  fail,  which 
was  fix  lefs  than  we  pofibffed  twelve 
months^  before ;  that  this  diminu¬ 
tion  waff* bccafioned  by  the  lofs  of  fix 
Ihips  of  the  line  during  the  hurri- 
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gancs,  and  by  the  accidents  of  war  ; 
but  that  the  whole  naval  ftrength  of: 
Great  Britain  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  five  veffels ;  and  that 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year  there 
would  be  an  addition  of  fourteen 
fail  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Huffey,  member  for  New 
Sarum,  moved  as  an  amendment  to 
lord  Lifburne’s  motion,  that  the 
number  of  feamen  voted  fliould  be 
iio,oco,  inftead  of  100,000.  He 
urged, in  fupport  of  this  amendment, 
that  the  members  of  adminiftration 
had  (hewn,  from  year  to  year,  a  cri¬ 
minal  inattention  refpecting  the 
ftate  of  the  navy  ;  and  that  their 
partiality  for  the  army,  and  their 
confequent  indifference  relative  to 
the  eitablifhrnent  of  a  formidable 
navy,  were  the  fources  of  thofe  ca¬ 
lamities  which  now  almoft  over¬ 
whelmed  the  Britifh  empire.  From 
the  mad  and  impotent  defire,  from 
the  baneful  plans  and  injudicious 
druggies  to  coerce  America,  had 
arifen  the  preference  given  to  the 
army  over  the  navy,  which,  at  all 
preceding  periods,  had  been  the 
great  defence  and  glory  of  this 
ifland.  It  was  a  juft  theme  of  in¬ 
dignation  and  reproach,  that  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  although  intruded  with 
immenfe  films,  the  treafure  of  a  de¬ 
luded  people,  fliould  neither  have 
collected  together  more  men  of  war, 
nor  have  redoubled  the  vigour  oftheir 
exertions.  Either  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty  had  made  but  little  ufe  of  the 
immenfe  fupplies  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  navy,  or  they  had  di¬ 
verted  them  into  improper  channels. 
It  was,  therefore,  neceffary  that  the 
parliament  fliould  interfere,  as  the 
navy  was  neglected  by  the  minifcers 
of,  the  marine  department.  For 
where  was  the  poffibility  of  re  Cor¬ 
ing  to  her  ancient  power,  her  hap- 
pinefs,  her  honour,  and  her  prehe- 
minence  among  the  nations,  the 
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finking  and  difmembered  empire  of 
Great  Britain,  unlefs  a  naval  arma¬ 
ment  were  inftantly  equipped,  more 
numerous  and  formidable  than  that 
which  the  prefent  miniftry  had  yet 
provided  to  defend  her  ? 

It  was  aflerted,  on  behalf  of  ad- 
miniftration,  that  the  propofed  a- 
meiidment  was  un neceffary,  becaufe 
the  admiralty  now  actually  employ¬ 
ed  every  feamen  whom  they  could 
poffibly  procure;,  that  the  admiral¬ 
ty  and  navy  boards  had  recurred  to 
every  poffible  exertion  for  ftrength- 
ening  and  augmenting  the  marine  ; 
and  that  before  the  expiration  of  the 
year  it  would  be  more  numerous  and 
powerful  than  it  was  at  prefent* 
The  houfe  at  length  divided  on  Mr* 
Hufley’s  amendment,  which  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  143  to  77  ; 
after  which  the  original  motion  pro¬ 
pofed  by  lord  Lifburne  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe. 

On  the  1 2th  of  the  fame  month, 
a  very  important  motion  was  made 
by  Sir  James  Lowther,  which  oe- 
caftoned  a  very  long  and  interefting 
debate.  That  gentleman’s  motion 
was,  44  That  it  fliould  be  refolved  by 
44  that  houfe,  that  the  war  carried 
44  on  againft  the  colonies  and  plan- 
44  rations  of  North  America  had 
44  been  ineffectual  to  the  purpofes 
4“  for  which  it  was  undertaken,  of 
44  affording  protection  to  his  majef- 
44  ty’s  loyal  l'ubjects  there,  and  of 
44  defeating  the  hoftile  intentions  of 
44  our  confederated  enemies  ;  and 
44  that  it  was  alfo  the  opinion  of 
44  that  houfe,  that  all  farther  at- 
44  tempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
44  to  obedience  by  force  would  be 
44  ineffectual,  and  mud  be  injuri- 
44  ous  to  this  country,  by  weaken- 
44  mg  her  powers  to  refill  her  an- 
44  dent  and  confederated  enemies.’* 
In  the  fpeech  by  which  he  introdu¬ 
ced  this  motion,  Sir  James  Lowther 
obferved?  that  the  late  fpeech  from 

the 
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the  throne  had  given  a  juft  alarm 
to  the  nation  ;  it  had  {hewn  them, 
that  the  miniftry  were  determined  to 
perfevere  in  the  American  war;  that 
they  had  a  bigotted  attachment  to 
it;  and  that  more  blood  and  more 
money  was  to  be  lavifhed  in  this  ru¬ 
inous  and  fatal  conteft.  The  men 
who  were  invelled  with  the  powers 
of  government  derived  no  advantage 
from  experience.  The  furrender  of 
one  army  only  gave  them  fpirit  to 
rifk  and  to  lofe  a  fecond  ;  and  the 
furrender  of  a  fecond  only  mitigated 
them  to  venture  a  third.  There 
was  no  end  of  lofs,  nor  of  madnefs. 
Adminiftration  went  on,  from  year 
to  year,  again  ft  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  England,  becaufe  they 
were  fupported  by  a  fet  of  men, 
whom  they  paid  for  that  purpofe  in 
thathoufe.  But  every  unprejudi¬ 
ced  and  uncorrupted  Englifhman  per¬ 
ceived  the  wretched  and  difgraceful 
fituation  of  his  country.  He  faw 
the  inferiority  of  our  fleets,  and  the 
inefficacy  of  our  armies.  The  me¬ 
lancholy  experience  of  feven  years 
had  afforded  too  much  evidence, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war  would  lead  to  irretriev¬ 
able  deftrudtion.  The  unexampled 
ignorance,  and  infamous  mifmanage- 
ment  of  the  miniftry,  were  now  vi- 
fible  to  all  the  world  ;  and  thofe  de¬ 
lations  which  had  ffieltered  and  en¬ 
riched  the  moft  unprincipled,  wvhilft 
they  afffidted  and  impoverifhed  the 
beft  citizens  of  the  empire,  had  loft 
the  power  of  impofing  on  the  awak¬ 
ened  underftanding,  and  of  amufing 
with  ideas  of  imaginary  Security  the 
wounded  feelings  of  an  irritated  na¬ 
tion.  When  every  hope  of  our  fuc- 
cefs  againft  the  colonifts  was  tied 
for  ever,  it  feemed  a  proof  of  mad¬ 
nefs  to  perfift  in  the  commiffion  of 
hoftilities,  which  might  remove  all 
opportunities  of  introducing  future 
peace  and  laftin.g  conciliation.  It 


was,  therefore,  the  indifpen  fable 
dutyof  that  houfe,  before  they  vot¬ 
ed  the  fupplies  requifite  for  the 
army,  to  come  to  fome  folemn  refo- 
fution,  in  order  to  mark  and  define 
their  idea  of  the  American  war ; 
and  to  convince  their  conftituents, 
that  they  were  awake  to  the  real  ti» 
tuation  of  the  country,  and  anxious 
to  execute  their  duty,  in  a  manner 
becoming  the  reprefentatives  of  a 
great  and  free  people. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Powys,  member  for  Northampton- 
fhire.  He  declared,  that  the  vote 
of  that  day  muft  either  accelerate  the 
ruin  of  Great  Britain,  or  prove  the 
inftrument  of  reftoring  it  to  its  ha¬ 
bitual  luftre,  to  all  its  former  power, 
and  to  the  plenitude  of  happinefs 
and  honour.  A  variety  of  pretexts, 
infidioufly  advanced  by  the  miniftry, 
and  too  creduoutiy  received  by  the 
majority  of  thathoufe,  had  {educed- 
them,  from  one  feffion  to  another, 
to  move  with  fatal  fteps  along  the 
path  to  national  deftrudtion.  They 
had  perfevered  in  the  American  war 
againft  the  voice  of  reafon  and  of 
wifdom,  againft  that  experience 
which  ought  to  have  taught  them, 
and  that  calamity  which  ought  to 
have  made  them  feel.  That  war  was 
the  idol  of  his  majefty’s  minifters, 
to  which  they  had  facrificed  the  in- 
ter'efts  of  the  empire,  and  almoft 
half  its  territories.  They  bad  bow¬ 
ed  before  it  themfelves,  and  had 
made  the  nation  bow.  They  had 
after  ted,  that  the  public  refources 
were  not  exhaufied  ;  and  they  had 
made  this  aflertion,  becaufe  they 
themfelves  found  no  diminution  of 
income.  Their  annual  incomes  arofe 
put  of  the  public  purfe ;  and  in  - 
ftead  of  diminifhing,  they  increased 
with  the  misfortunes,  and  with  the 
impoverifhment  of  the  country. 

It  would  be  ridiculous  to  imagine, 
Mr.  Powys  proceeded  to  obferve, 

that 
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that  any  of  tliofe  gentlemen  who 
had  formerly  conceived  hopes,  that 
the  Americans  would  be  compelled 
to  fall,  with  unconditional  fubmif- 
flon,  at  the  feet  of  England,  had 
hot  reiinquilhed  fuch  extravagant 
ideas.  They  could  not  remain  in- 
fenfible,  that  all  arguments  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war  againfl  the 
colonies  had  loll  their  force.  The 
conduct,  which,  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoililities,  was  denomina¬ 
ted  firmnefs,  had  now  degenerated 
into  the  gro fieft  obftinacy  :  an  ob- 
flinacy,  which  called  upon  all  ho- 
neft.and  independent  men  to  defert 
the  prefent  adminiltration,  unlefs  a 
change  of  meafures  were  adopted. 
As  to  the  perfeverance  of  the  minifl 
try,  in  their  attempts  to  vanquilh 
the  Americans,  that  was  not  in  it- 
felf  a  fubjecl  of  much  aflpni  fit¬ 
ment.  To  war  they  were  greatly 
indebted  for  the  poifeffion  of  their 
places,  for  the  enjoyment  of  im- 
inenfe  profits,  and  of  a  powerful 
and  far  extended  influence  ariling 
from  them.  Peace  would  over¬ 
whelm  them  with  infignificancy.  It 
would  ftrip  them  of  the  honours  and 
of  the  advantages  of  office.  It  would 
throw  them  front  the  feats  which 
they  had  filled,  to  the  difgrace  and 
to  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  This 
was  the  ground  of  their  ftruggle  for 
the  continuance  of  hoililities  againfl 
the  colonies.  That  fuch  men  fhould 
perfevere  in  fuch  iniquitous  and  fel- 
flflt  meafures,  was  not  extraordina¬ 
ry.  But  it  was  a  juft  caufe  for 
wonder,  that  they  Ihould  be  flip- 
ported  by  individuals  of  indepen¬ 
dent  principles,  and  independent 
fortunes.  It  could  not  be  deni¬ 
ed,  that  men  of  this  defcription 
were  ftill  amongft  the  friends  of 
the  minifiry  ;  and  fuch  gentlemen 
themfelves  only  could  d^Dlain,  what 
the  motives  were  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  an  attachment,  which  in  the 
1782. 


general  opinion  was  unexampled  and 
unacountable.  The  infidious  pre¬ 
tence,  that  it  was  necefiary  to  make 
war  againfl  the  coloniils,  as  the  foie 
means  of  gaining  from  them  a  re¬ 
venue  for  the  lei' vice  of  government, 
was  grown  at  length  too  flale  for 
impoiition.  That  idea  had  been 
dropt ;  and,  therefore,  could  not 
operate  as  a  reafon  for  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  meafures  of  the  rninifl 
try. 

The  caufe  certainly  did  not 
exift  in  the  convi&ion,  that  they 
had  entered  into  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful  alliances  :  for  moil  fevereiy 
had  the  nation  felt,  that  every  flate 
of  confequence  in  Europe  with-held 
its  fuccours,  and  left  11s  to  contend 
alone  againfl  a  multitude  of  ene¬ 
mies.  We  anight,  indeed,  fearch, 
but  we  fhould  fearch  in  vain,  for 
an  ally,  from  one  corner  of  the 
univerfe  to  the  other.  As  to  the 
American  war,  in  which  the  nri- 
niftr'y  fo  madly  perfifled,  it  was  not 
like  a  war  between  two  rival,  or  two 
neighbouring  Hates,  about  a  barrier, 
or  a  boundary  ;  a  conteft  which, 
however  it  ended,  could  not  detract 
much  from  the  importance  or  weight 
of  either.  It  was  a  war  in  which 
the  conclufion  of  every  campaign 
was  againfl  us  ;  in  which  we  weak¬ 
ened  no  enemy  by  our  efforts  ;  in 
which  we  had  fuffered  every  thing 
without  gaining  any  thing.  The 
American  war  had  been  a  war  of 
delufion  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  Every  promife  had  been, 
broken,  every  aflertion  had  been 
falfifled,  every  objedl  had  been  com¬ 
pletely  given  up.  The  miniftry  had 
laid  one  thing  one  day,  and  the 
next,  day  they  had  come  down  again, 
and,  with  grave  faces,  faid  what 
was  diredtly  contrary.  It  was  now 
a  war  of  this  fort,  then  a  war  of 
that  fort ;  now  a  war  of  revenue, 
then  a  war  of  fupremacy  ;  now  a 
C  war 
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war  of  coercion,  and  then  a  war  of 
friend  ill  ip  and  affedHon  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America.  But  it  was  time  to 
put  an  end  to  thefe  del  u  lions ;  not 
the  lead  profpedt  of  fuccefs  in  the 
war  now  remained  ;  the  period  was 
therefore  come,  when  it  was  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  that  the  parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  interfere,  in  order  to 
avert  that  ruin  with  which  this  un¬ 
happy  country  was  fo  immediately 
threatened.  Mr.  Powis  concluded 
by  obferving,  that  as  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  no  motion  could  be  lefs 
liable  to  any  juft  objections  than  the 
prei  ent,  he  not  only  gave  it  his  full 
concurrence.,  but  fhould  feel  the 
higheft  pleafure  if  it  received  the 
general  approbation  of  the  houfe. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  lord 
North,  who  faid,  that  if  it  was  a- 
greed  to  by  the  houfe,  it  muft  put 
an  end  to  the  American  war  in 
every  drape,  and  even  cripple  the 
hands  of  government  in  other  re- 
fpedts.  In  fad!,  it  would  prefcribe 
to  the  executive  power  the  manner 
of  continuing  the  war  in  general; 
and  would  confequently  point  out 
to  the  enemies  of  this  country  what 
were  to  be  the  meafures,  what  the 
fyftem,  and  what  the  mode  and 
operations  of  the  war.  If  this  mo¬ 
tion  were  carried,  it  would  clearly 
inform  the  enemy,  in  what  manner 
they  might  bell  point  their  opera¬ 
tions  again  ft  this  country  during  the 
next  campaign.  The  hands  of  the 
executive  power  would  alfo  be  tied 
up,  from  availing  itfelf  even  of  the 
rnoft  favourable  conjuncture  to  flrike 
a  blow  in  America.  It  would  ren¬ 
der  it  impracticable  to  carry  on  even 
a  war  with  the  other  powers  in  that 
part :  for  it  would  be  difficult,  and 
indeed  impoffible  to  fay,  what  would 
and  what  would  not  be  called  the 
American  war;  or  rather,  what 
would  not  be  called  a  war  to  reduce 


the  Americans  to  obedience.  The 
motion  declared,  that  all  farther  at¬ 
tempts  to  reduce  the  Americans  to 
obedience  bv  force,  would  be  in¬ 
effectual  and  injurious.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country  then  was  to  have 
its  hands  tied  up  by  fea  and  land. 
Great  Britain  muft  not  retain  any 
polls  in  the  colonies  ;  for  that  would 
be  conftdered  as  one  mode  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  reduce  the  Americans 
to  obedience  by  force.  But  was  it 
not  manifeft,  that  there  might  be  a 
neceffity  of  retaining  certain  polls  in 
America,  for  the  convenience  even 
of  carrying  on  the  war  again  It 
France  and  Spain  ?  If  the  prefent 
motion  were  acceded  to,  it  would 
operate  as  forcibly  as  a  vote  for  im¬ 
mediately  withdrawing  all  the  troops, 
o*-,  in  other  words,  for  totally  a- 
bandoning  the  war  again!!  America. 
But  were  the  members  of  that  houfe 
prepared  to  go  fuch  lengths  ?  Were 
they  ready  to  declare,  that  New 
York  and  its  dependencies  ought 
not  to  be  kept,  either  as  a  poll, 
whence  we  might  annoy  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  and  offer  affiftance  to 
our  Weft  India  iflands,  or  with  a 
conftderation  of  having  fomething 
in  our  hands  to  make  peace  with  ? 
Might  not  Rhode  liland  be  taken  as 
a  poft  in  the  enfuing  fummer,  if 
found  more  convenient,  more  ten¬ 
able,  and  more  ufeful  ?  Had  gen¬ 
tlemen  made  up  their  minds  re¬ 
lative  to  the  propriety  of  relinquifh- 
ing  Charles-Town  and  Halifax  r 
All  thefe  were  weighty  confidera- 
tions,  and  they  required  a  moil 
ferious  difcuffion  :  but  the  fuccefs  of 
the  prefent  motion  would  abfolutely 
exclude  them  from  all  title  to  at¬ 
tention. 

With  refpedt  to  the  American 
war  in  general,  his  lordfhip  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  it  had  been  ex¬ 
tremely  unfortunate ;  but  he  affirm-. 
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ted,  that  tRe  misfortunes  and  cala¬ 
mities  which  had  attended  it,  though 
of  a  moft  ferious  and  fatal  nature, 
were  matters  rather  to  be  deplored 
and  lamented,  as  the  inevitable  e- 
vents  of  war,  in  themfelves  perpe¬ 
tually  uncertain,  than  to  be  afcribed 
to  any  criminality  in  minifters.  He 
had  always  confidered  the  American 
War  as  a  war  of  the  mod  cruel  ne» 
ceffity,  but  at  the  fame  time  as  a 
war  founded  on  a  truly  Britifh  bads; 
a  war  commenced  for  the  fupport  of 
thejud  rights  of  the  crown,  and  of 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  In 
that  point  of  view,  and  in  that  only, 
ought  the  war  to  be  considered  ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view  it  might  be 
affirmed  to  be  in  its  origin  juft  and 
neceflary,  however  calamitous  the 
events  of  it  had  proved  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  He  would  alfo  venture  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  as  the  war  was  unfortu¬ 
nate  to  all  his  fel  low- fubj efts,  fo  it 
was  particularly  diftrefling  to  him- 
felf.  He  had  always  confidered  it 
as  the  heavied  calamity  of  his  life  ; 
and  if,  at  any  time,  a  facrifice,  not 
only  of  the  emoluments  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  but  even  of  the  whole  of  his 
private  fortune,  could  have  pur- 
chafed  for  his  country  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace,  he  would  have 
made  that  facridce  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs,  and  thought  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  offering  it  the  greated 
bleffing  which  could  poffibly  have 
befallen  him.  His  lordfhip  added, 
that  though  he  totally  difapproved 
of  the  motion  propofed  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  baronet,  yet  he  was  will¬ 
ing  to  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  it  would  not  be  wife  nor  right 
to  go  on  with  the  American  war  as 
we  had  hitherto  done ;  that  is,  to 
fend  armies  to  traverfe  from  the 
fouth  to  the  north  of  the  provinces 
in  their  Inter; or  parts,  as  had  been 
done  in  a  late  cafe,  and  which  had 


failed  of  producing  the  intended  and 
the  dedred  effefh 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  expreffed  his 
aftoniffiment,  that  the  miniffer  ffiould 
venture  to  infinuate  to  the  houfe, 
that  a  refolution  to  abandon  a  war 
in  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  was  a 
declaration  in  what  other  part  of  the 
world  it  was  intended  to  purfue  it® 
Surely  no  other  man  in  his  fenfes 
would  maintain  fo  ftrange  a  poll- 
tion.  When  we  were  engaged  with 
fo  many  enemies,  to  argue,  that 
declaring  we  would  not  continue  to 
fight  with  America,  was  to  give  no¬ 
tice  where  we  ffiould  attack  France, 
and  where  Spain,  and  where  Hol¬ 
land,  was  puerile  to  the  laif  degree® 
It  feemed,  however,  to  give  fome 
fatisfaflion  to  the  houfe,  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  now  to  be  the  opinion  of  ad- 
miniflration,  that  the  war  fliould  no 
more  be  carried  on  in  future,  by- 
marching  armies  through  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  America  ;  a  fyftem  unfor¬ 
tunately  prevalent  for  a  difgraceful 
length  of  time.  But  what  fecurity 
had  the  parliament,  or  the  nation, 
even  for  this  change  in  the  conduffc 
of  the  war  ?  Had  not  thefe  m mil¬ 
ters,  thefe  very  identical  rnmiffers, 
purfued  this  traverfmg  fcheme  from 
year  to  year,  againft  the  voice  and 
againll  the  wiffi  of  the  people  ?  Had 
not  the  fcheme  of  1781  been  the 
fcheme  of  1780?  Had  not  the 
fcheme  of  1780  been  the  fcheme  of 
1779  ?  Had  not  the  furrender  of  the 
army  at  Saratoga  led  to  the  furren¬ 
der  of  the  army  at  York-town  ?  Flad 
they  not  perfevered,  in  fpite  of  ex¬ 
perience,  in  oppoiition  to  all  that 
wifdom  could  teach  ?  They  had 
gone  againll  hope,  againft  reafon, 
againft  probability ;  and  they  now 
alked  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
plt  to  truft  them  farther.  Sir 
Fletcher  added,  that  from  the  per¬ 
nicious  tendency  of  the  American 
C  z  war. 
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War,  from  the  continual  decreafe  of 
our  trade  and  commerce  from  its 
commencement,  from  the  fruitlefs 
expenditure  of  fo  many  millions, 
from  the  lofs  of  fo  much  blood,  from 
the  diminifhed  and  degraded  hate  of 
the  empire,  he  had  not  a  doubt  left 
•upon  his  mind,  but  that,  at  the  pre- 
fent  period,  the  conftitutional  in¬ 
terference  of  that  houfe  was  abfo- 
lately  neceffary, 

Mr.  James  Grenville  reprobated 
the  whole  fyftem  of  adminiftration, 
and  oblerved,  that  no  event,  except 
a  difcontinuance  of  the  war  againft 
America,  could  fave  the  Britilh  em¬ 
pire  from  deftruftion.  He  begged 
permiffion  to  remind  the  houfe,  that 
when  his  illuftrious  relation,  the  late 
earl  of  Chatham,  adverted,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  not  long  before  his 
death,  to  the  difgraqeful  and  cala¬ 
mitous  event  at  Saratoga,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  prefixing  deities 
of  Great  Britain  appeared  to  have 
abandoned  her,  and  that  providence 
militated  againfl  her  arms,  and 
fpurned  with  indignation  at  her 
caiife.  Then  it  was  that  this  dif- 
tinguifhed  ftatefinan  alfo  exclaimed, 
64  What  !  has  fome  dreadful  inun- 
6‘  dation,  has  fome  tremendous 
5e  earthquake,  {wallowed  half  the 
“  empire,  that  the  nation  ftiould 

hand  thus  deprived  of  fenfe  and 
ii  motion  !5?  But  what  would  have 
been  the  feelings,  what  would  have 
been  the  expreffions  of  that  eloquent 
patriot,  had  he  lived  to  fee  a  fecond 
Saratoga  bufmefs,  f  ill  more  deftruc- 
five  and  terrible  in  its  confequences, 
than  that  which  was  then  before 
his  eyes !  His  fympathetic  bofom, 
which  beat  ever  in  unifon  with  the 
pulfe  of  the  commonwealth,  would 
have  been  too  full  for  utterance  on 
fo  calamitous  an  occafion.  Mr. 
Grenville  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  as  the  fecuriry  of  the  empire 


depended,  in  a  conilaerable  degree* 
on  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  motion^ 
he  fhould  give  it  his  hearty  concur¬ 
rence* 

Lord  Maitland  faid,  that  thofe 
men  who  had  brought  the  nation  to 
the  fate  in  which  it  was  at  prefent, 
had  come  into  life  at  a  time  when 
the  arms  of  their  country  were  car¬ 
ried  to  an  unprecedented  height  of 
fplendor  and  glory  ;  when  the  em¬ 
pire  was  under  the  benefit  of  wife 
councils,  and  of  a  vigorous  fyftem  ; 
great  and  refpecftable  abroad  ;  opu¬ 
lent  and  happy  at  home.  When 
her  trade  covered  every  fea,  and 
filled  every  port  in  the  world  ;  and 
when  her  navy  claimed  and  enjoyed 
the  proud  and  enviable  dominion  of 
the  feas.  They  came  into  life  with 
gay  profpedts,  and  with  plealing 
hopes ;  but  how  different  was  his 
fate,  and  the  fate  of  thofe  who  with 
him  entered  into  public  life  at  the 
prefent  moment  ?  They  came  into 
public  life  at  a  time,  when  their 
country  was  perhaps  upon  the  ev© 
of  diflblution  ;  when  it  certainly 
was  fallen  from  the  high  condition 
in  which  it  food  but  a  few  years 
before,  and  when  every  profpedt 
of  grandeur  was  vaniflied  ;  when 
every  incitement  to  great  and  lau¬ 
dable  ambition  was  extinguifhed  ; 
and  when  they  had  not  even  the 
confolation  to  believe,  that  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  their  youth  could  fnatcli 
their  country  from  impending  ruin. 
His  lordfhip  added,  that  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war  againft  America 
was  criminal  and  abfu'rd  beyond  ex- 
preftion ;  and  that  nothing  fhort  of 
its  immediate  difcontinuance  could 
fave  the  nation  from  irretrievable 
definition.  If  was,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  that  houfe,  to  raife  their 
finking  country,  which  lay  proftrate 
at  their  feet,  and  fought,  amidft 
the  bittere ft  hours  of  calamity,  their 
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mil  to  (hatch  tier  from  impending; 
mi  in. 

It  was  obfetved  by  Mr.  Calvert, 
that,  in  all  treaties  of  peace,  there 
were  two  contracting  parties ;  and 
that  if  one  party  in  the  war  was  not 
as  willing  to  make  peace  as  the 
other,  it  was  next  to  an  impoflibility 
for  a  fate  peace  to  take  place.  The 
prefent  motion  (truck  him  as  a  de¬ 
claration,  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  that  (he  would  lay  down  her 
arms  againft  the  Americans  ;  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  would  at  once  not 
only  mark  her  incapacity  to  reduce 
her  rebellious  colonies  to  obedience, 
but  prove  an  a £t  of  political  defpair, 
that  could  not  fail  to  increafe  the 
ardour  of  her  natural  foes,  and  lend 
a  fpirit  to  their  hoftile  enterprizes 
againii:  her,  which  mud  be  extreme¬ 
ly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  this 
country.  If  America  had  expreded 
a  pacific  difpofition,  the  meafure 
now  propofed  to  the  houfe  would  be 
lefs  injuftifiable  ;  but  as  the  cafe  was 
far  different,  he  conceived,  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  houfe  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  would  more  powerfully  cement 
the  union  between  France  and  A- 
merica,  and  render  the  diffolution 
of  it  utterly  impracticable. 

General  Burgoyne  fupported  the 
motion  ;  and  obferved,  that  declar¬ 
ing  a  defign  of  maintaining  polls  in 
America,  of  the  nature  of  New 
York,  was  declaring  a  defign  of 
offenfive  war ;  and  that  fuch  a  main¬ 
tenance  of  polls  would  prove  an 
improvident  and  a  prepoderous  war. 
The  great,  if  not  the  only  purpofe 
of  keeping  places  of  arms  upon  an 
enemy’s  coad,  and  efpecially  upon 
a  continent,  mud  be  for  offenfive 
1  war.  The  exceptions  to  this  max- 
j  jm  were  fo  few,  that  they  ferved  to 
confirm  it.  During  the  glorious 
adminidration  of  the  earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  a  place  of  arms  was  intended 


to  be  eftabliflied  at  St.  Malo’s;  and 
it  was  afterwards  edahlifhed  at  BeL 
lei  lie,  upon  a  more  extendve  view 
than  that  of  a  mere  inlet  into  the 
country.  It  made  a  powerful  diver- 
(ion,  and  drew  a  great  military  force 
from  Germany,  to  protect  the  whole 
range  of  coad  from  Bayonne  to 
Dunkirk,  which  was  threatened  by 
an  embarkation  from  that  place 
of  arms.  But  what  circumdance 
rendered  that  menace  againd  the 
French  coad  either  practicable  or 
formidable  ?  Our  dominion  of  the 
fea.  At  that  refplendent  aera,  our 
naval  flag,  in  dead  of  flying  for  re¬ 
fuge  to  our  own  channel,  rode  in 
the  very  bays  of  France  :  in  Qui~ 
beron  Bay,  and  others,  as  fecurely 
as  if  anchored  at  Spithead  ;  and  a 
few  frigates  would  have  convoyed 
an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  to 
any  o,ne  point  of  the  French  or  Spa® 
nidi  coafl.  This  then  could  be 
produced  as  a  jufl  precedent  for  a 
place  of  arms.  But  what  other 
precedents  exifled  ?  The  command 
of  a  (trait,  by  which  it  was  poflible 
either  to  give  an  inlet  for  commerce,, 
or  to  divide  the  ports  of  an  enemy. 
Of  fuch  a  nature  was  Calais,  which 
together  with  Dover,  kept  feparate, 
as  often  as  we  thought  proper,  the 
great  ocean  and  the  German  fear 
Such  alfo  was  Gibraltar;  a  place 
of  arms  that  gave  a  virtual  fuperi- 
crity  to  the  navy  of  England, 
though  with  an  inferior  number 
of  fliips,  as  feparating  the  ports  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  in  the  ocean,, 
from  their  ports  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  preventing  the  junction 
of  their  fleets.  But  New  York,  as 
a  place  of  arms,  could  anfwer  no 
poflible  purpofe  but  to  feed  an  inn 
practicable  war,  to  become  a  nefl> 
egg  for  more  millions  in  the  extra¬ 
ordinaries  of  the  army,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply  that  fvflem  of  contracts,  loans., 
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and  influence,  which,  after  having 
operated  to  the  lofs  of  every  depen¬ 
dence  of  the  country,  was  ready  to 
give  the  final  blow  to  the  laft  remains 
of  property  and  liberty  in  the  coun¬ 
try  itfelf. 

The  general  added,  that  he  had 
not  hitherto  touched  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  American  war.  The 
impracticability  of  it  was  a  fuffieient 
Juftification  for  fupporting  the  pre- 
fent  motion.  But  he  was  now  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  principle  of  the  A- 
merican  war  was  wrong,  though  he 
had  not  been  of  that  opinion  when 
he  formerly  engaged  in  the  fervice 
an  America.  He  had  been  brought 
to  this  conviction,  by  obferving  the 
uniform  conduct  and  behaviour  of 
the  people  of  America.  Paffion, 
and  prejudice,^  and  intereft,  might 
operate  fuddenly  and  partially  ;  but 
when  we  faw  one  principle  pervad¬ 
ing  the  whole  continent,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  refolutely  encountering  diffi¬ 
culty  and  death,  for  a  courfe  of 
years,  it  mull  be  a  firong  vanity 
and  prefumption  in  our  own  minds, 
which  could  only  lead  us  to  imagine 
that  they  were  not  in  the  right.  It 


was  reafon,  and  the  finger  of  God 
alone,  that  implanted  the  fame  fen- 
timent  in  three  millions  of  people. 
He  would  aflert  the  truth  of  the 
fact  againft  all  which  either  art  or 
contrivance  could  produce  to  the 
contrary.  He  was  l-.kewdfe  now 
convinced,  upon  comparing  the 
conduct  of  the  miniftry,  as  time 
had  developed  their  fyflem,  that  the 
American  war  formed  only  a  part 
of  a  general  defign  levelled  again fl: 
the  conllitution  of  this  country, 
and  the  general  rights  of  man¬ 
kind. 

After  fome  farther  debate,  Sir 
James  Lowther’s  motion  was  re¬ 
jected,  by  the  queftion  being  carri¬ 
ed  for  the  order  of  the  day,  by  a 
majority  of  220  to  179.  This, 
however,  was  a  majority  in  which 
the  miniftry  had  little  reafon  to 
exult ;  as  it  was  fufficiently  appa¬ 
rent,  from  the  numbers  who  voted 
againft  adminiftration,  that  the  un¬ 
influenced  feni'e  of  that  houfe  was 
clearly  and  decifively  againft  any 
farther  profecution  of  the  American 
war. 


CHAP.  IV. 


Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  Army  Efimates.  Notice  given  by 
Mr.  Burke  of  an  intended  Motion ,  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill ,  in  order 
to  obviate  Difficulties  arifng  from  the  prefent  Mode  of  exchanging  the  Amc 
rican  Prifoncrs.  L  he  Cafe  of  Mr.  Laurens,  late  P  ref  dent  of  the  Congrcfs, 
fated  to  the  Houfe ,  voith  Particulars  of  the  Hardships  fujfered  by  that 
Gentleman  in  the  Lower .  Motion  made  by  General  Bur goyne,  that  Copies 
of  all  Correfpondence  between  his  M ajeffy  s  Minifers ,  and  Commanders  in 
Chief  in  North  America ,  relative  to  the  Exchange  of  Prifoncrs,  fuould  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe. 


THE  wa,r  in  which  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  unhappily  now  en¬ 
gaged,  being  attended  with  expences 
of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  had  never 
been  known  at  any  preceding  pe¬ 


riod,  the  army  eftimates,  which 
were  laid  before  the  parliament,  na¬ 
turally  occafioned  much  difcuffion, 
and  were  a  copious  fubject  of  ani- 
madverfion  and  of  debate,  On  the 
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14th  of  December,  a- motion  was 
made  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 
44  That  a  number  of  land  forces, 
44  including  4175  invalids,  amount- 
44  ing  to  49,45  5  effective  men,  com- 
44  miifion  and  non -com  million  offi- 
44  cers  included,  be  employed  for 
44  the  year  1782.”  The  troops 
comprehended  in  this  motion  were 
thofe  employed  for  guards  and  gar- 
rifons  ;  and  in  the  fpeech  by  which 
the  motion  was  introduced,  the  fe- 
cretarv  informed  the  houfe,  that 
the  whole  force  of  the  army,  in¬ 
cluding  the  militia  of  this  kingdom, 
required  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1782,  would  amount  to  186,220 
men,  and  for  this  force  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  to  provide.  The  film  re¬ 
quired  for  thefe  troops,  for  pay, 
cloathing,  and  other  articles,  amount¬ 
ed  to  four  millions  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thouland  pounds.  This 
military  force  exceeded  that  of  the 
laid  year  by  4074  men  ;  and  the 
expence  was  confequently  greater 
by  29,067!.  i^s.  This  increafe 
was  occalioned  by  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  already  fent,  or  then 
going  to  the  Eall  Indies.  But  the 
expence  of  thofe  troops  was  to  be 
reimburfed  by  the  Eaff  India  com¬ 
pany. 

After  fome  farther  flatements  re¬ 
lative  to  the  military  force  of  the 
kingdom,  and  its  expence,  had  been 
made  by  th^  fecretary  at  war,  colo¬ 
nel  Barre  rofe,  and  with  great  ve¬ 
hemence  declared,  that  the  effimates 
of  the  army  which  were  laid  before 
that  houfe  were  fcandalcus  and 
evafive.  There  were  a  much  greater 
number  of  non-effedtive  men  than 
were  Hated  in  the  eftimates.  in 
fadt,  they  amounted  to  a  fifth 
part  of  the  army.  The  houfe 
fhould  alfo  recolledt,  that  the 
eflimates  lying  on  the  table  did 
r»or.  compofe  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
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pences  of  the  army  ;  for  extra- 
ordinaries  of  feveral  millions  were 
yet  to  come.  Neither  were  the  men 
under  the  feveral  defcripticns,  giv¬ 
en  by  the  fecretary  at  war,  the 
whole  number  of  military  force  em¬ 
ployed.  Other  troops  were  employ¬ 
ed,  folcly  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
mini  Her,  and  paid  irregularly  and 
unconflitutionally,  without  the  af- 
fent  or  knowledge  of  the  legislature. 
Thefe  were  the  provincial  corps  in 
America,  amounting  to  nine  thou¬ 
land  men  in  adtual  fervice,  the 
iiatement  of  which  force,  though 
it  had  been  called  for,  from  year  to 
year,  was  never  brought  into  the 
effimates.  But  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  houfe  peremptorily  to  iniiil, 
that  the  eifimates  of  the  provincials 
fhould  be  laid  upon  the  table,  with 
thofe  of  other  regiments  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  his  majefty.  The  prece¬ 
dent  was  alarming  to  an  extreme  : 
and  he  fhould  always  reprobate  the 
levying  of  an  army,  by  modes  fo 
manifeflly  repugnant  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conflitution.  To  what 
lengths  might  not  a  defpotic  prince 
proceed  agninft  the  liberties  of  his 
l'ubjedfs,  if  the  diredlicn  of  fuch  a 
military  force  were  intruded  folely 
in  his  hands  ?  The  conlfitution 
marked  out  and  limited  the  powers 
of  the  executive  branch  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  the  crown  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  beyond  the  line  which  the 
conflitution  had  prefcribed.  The 
conflitution  had  reffrained  the  crown 
from  either  railing  or  employing 
troops  without  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  this  particular  and  de- 
cifive  prohibition,  was  a  linking 
evidence  of  that  becoming  jealoufy, 
with  which  our  anceftors  regarded 
all  efforts  for  the  eflablifhment  of 
Handing  armies.  Much,  therefore, 
would  it  refledi  difgmce  on  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  that  houfe,  if,  at  the 
prefent  awful  and  alarming  juncture, 
they  {liquid  appear  lefs  anxious  than 
our  forefathers,  for  the  inviolable 
maintenance  of  the  great  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people. 

With  refpedl  to  the  army  eflD 
mates,  the  colonel  proceeded  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  many  infiances  they 
were  filled  with  fuch  abandoned  im- 
pofitions,  that  there  appeared  an  ac¬ 
tual  defign  to  treat  inquiries  from 
the  parliament  with  fovereign  con¬ 
tempt.  Several  regiments  of  which 
the  number  of  men  did  not  amount 
to  one  hundred,  were  fet  down  at 
(eight  hundred  ;  and  others,  not  hav¬ 
ing  more  than  fifty,  were  mentioned 
in  theefiimates  as  confiding  of  five, 
iix,  or  fev'en  hundred  men.  Indeed, 
too  large  a  part  of  the  armies,  for 
which  that  houfe  had  been  perfua- 
ded  to  give  their  votes,  exified  only 
upon  paper.  Amongfi:  other  regi¬ 
ments,  the  royal  Englifh  fufileers 
had  not  even  a  fourth  of  their  com¬ 
plement.  The  royal  Scotch  fufi¬ 
leers  were  in  a  vvorfe  predicament. 
Their  number  fell  fhort  of  even  one 
hundred  men.  The  fixtieth  regi¬ 
ment  was  ftated  as  amounting  to 
3500  men,  when  the  fad  was,  that 
it  did  not  confifi:  of  1  tjoo  ;  and  many 
others  might  be  enumerated  in  the 
fame  fituation.  The  ftatement  of 
the  efiimates  relative  to  garrifons, 
particularly  thofe  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  were  equally  delufive  and 
overcharged. 

Lord  George  Germain  faid,  that 
the  reafon  why  the  provincial  corps 
had  not  been  (included  in  the  efii¬ 
mates,  was,  that  fome  {bare  of  the 
public  money  might  be  fpared,  by 
avoiding  to  vote  an  efiablifhmentfor 
thefe  troops.  They  were  railed  and 
paid  in  a  manner  by  much  the  mod 
peconomical  for  the  nation.  They 
vvpre  folely  under  the  management 
pi  the  commander  in  chief :  and  an 
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officer,  called  the  infpedor* general 
of  the  provincial  corps,  regularly 
took  care  to  mufter  them  from  time 
to  time  ;  nor  was  a  fingle  man  paid 
for,  if  not  in  adual  employ.  His 
lordfliip  alfo  informed  the  houfe^ 
that  the  miniftry  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that,  confidering  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  and  the 
misfortunes  of  the  war,  it  would 
not  be  right  to  continue  any  longer 
the  plan  on  which  it  had  hithertq 
been  conduced;  and,  therefore, 
that  a  frefh  army  would  not  be  fent, 
to  Ripply  the  place  of  that  captured 
at  York-town  under  earl  Cornwal¬ 
lis. 

Sir  George  Savile  exp  relied.  the 
firongefi:  difapprobation  of  any  far¬ 
ther  profecution  of  the  American 
war,  or  of  railing  any  more  troops 
for  that  purpofe.  He  had  not  been 
in  town,  he  faid,  when  the  king’s 
fpeech  was  delivered,  nor  when  the 
addrefs  in  anfwer  to  it  was  agreed 
upon,  having  been  prevented  by  ill 
health.  But  when  he  read  the  roy¬ 
al  fpeech  in  the  country,  it  filled 
him  with  horror ;  becaufe  it  an¬ 
nounced  a  continuance  of  the  del- 
tractive  war  with  the  Americans. 
As  to  the  anfwer  to  the  fpeech,  ex¬ 
perience  had  convinced  him,  that 
the  addrefs  of  that  houfe-was  avowed 
to  mean  nothing,  that  it  was  an 
empty  form,  and  generally  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  echo  to  the  words 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  which 
was  alfo  the  fpeech  of  the  minifier. 
This  echo  had  always  been ;  and 
this  echo ,  would  perpetually  conti¬ 
nue  ;  ana,  in  fo  ridiculous  a  degree,, 
that  were  the  fpeech  from  the  throng 
a  repetition  of  the  line. 

What  beauties  does  Flora  dtfclofe ! 

the  echo  from  that  houfe  would 
fill  up  the  couplet,  and  reply, 

How  Jkvcet  are  her  jhiiles  upon 
Tweed  l 
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In  fad?  the  crown  and  the  two 
houfes  danced  a  minuet  together,  to 
a  tune  of  the  minifter’s  compofing. 
The  crown  led  off  one  way  ;  the 
two  houfes  in  a  limilar  hep  to  the 
pppoiite  corner  ;  then  they  joined 
hands,  and,  at  length,  finifhed  juft 
as  the  dance  began. 

Sir  George  then  adverted  to  the 
intimation  which  had  been  given  by 
the  miniftry,  that  a  change  was  to 
be  made  in  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  American  war.  This,  he  faid, 
was  in  fad  telling  the  houfe,  that 
they  were  determined  to  profeeute 
the  war  with  all  the  feeble  efforts  of 
which  they  were  yet  capable.  They 
did  not  intend  to  profeeute  it  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before  !  Why  ?  Be- 
paufe  they  could  not,  if  they  would. 
This  difability  reminded  him  of  g. 
Rory,  which  he  mud  beg  leave  to 
relate  to  the  houfe.  A  Lacedemo- 
n i a n,  during  the  time  of  aftion, 
having  plunged  into  the  fea,  laid 
hold  of  an  Athenian  galley  with  his 
right  hand.  It  was  immediately 
chopped  off.  He  then  catched  at 
the  veffel  with  his  left  hand,  and 
thatlikewife  was  cut  off.  The  per- 
fons  who  were  in  light,  and  who 
perceived  thefe  circumftances,  im¬ 
mediately  exclaimed,  44  you  will 
64  not  fare  once  more  attempt  to 
44  fallen  on  that  galley  ?”  Like  the 
Britifh  miniflry,  he  anfwered,  “No; 

not  in  the  fame  manner.”  What 
was  the  confequence  ?  He  feized  the 
■veffel  with  his  teeth,  and  kept  his 
.hold  until  the  enemy  ftruck.  off  his 
head.  Thus  it  was  with  the  minif- 
ter  and  his  colleagues.  They  had 
loft  the  two  hands  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire  ;  and  they  wanted  to  rifk  its 
head  upon  the  profecution  of  the 
fame  frantic  and  ineffectual  war. 
Every  unprejudiced  and  fenfible  ob¬ 
server  mu  ft  perceive,  that  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary  a  conduct  refembledj  if  it 


did  not  indicate,  the  violence  of  in- 
fanity.  And  could  that  houfe  fo  far 
forget  their  firmnefs,  their  dignity, 
and  their  wifdom,  as  not  effectually 
to  refill  its  influence ?  Would  they  mad¬ 
ly  entruft  lunaticks  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public  purfe  ?  Would 
they  place  the  fvvord  within  their 
hands,  and  bid  them  ufe  it  at  their 
own  diferetion  ? 

General  Conway  declared,  that 
he  entirely  difapproved  of  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  American  war  in  any 
form,  as  he  wifhed  that  it  might  to¬ 
tally  ceafe.  He  eagerly  deiired  the 
recall  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  and 
was  anxious  for  an  entire  and  imme¬ 
diate  prevention  of  thole  calamities, 
which  had  almoft  completed  the  def- 
trudion  of  the  empire..  He  confi- 
dered  an  avowal  of  the  independence 
of  America  as  a  fevere  misfortune, 
and  a  debafing  ftroke  againft  the 
fplendor,  the  importance,  and  the 
felicity  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  of  the 
two  evils  he  would  chufe  the  leaft, 
and  he  would  fubmit  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  America.  In  fhort,  he 
would  almoft  yield  to  any  circum- 
ftance  whatfoever,  rather  than  per- 
flft  a  day  longer  in  the  profecution  of 
fo  pernicious  a  war  Ideas  had  been 
ftarted,  relative  to  a  war  of  polls, 
gmong  which  New  York  had  been, 
particularly  mentioned.  But  on 
what  military  authority  did  the 
miniftry  prefume  to  think  that  New 
York  was  tenable  ?  What  garrifon 
would  be  able  to  maintain  it?  The 
diverftty  of  military  opinions  given 
on  this  fubjed,  ferved  rather  to  al¬ 
arm  than  to  convince.  To  fecure 
New  York,  the  po  Hellion  of  Long 
Ifland,  which  is  a  hundred  miles 
in  length,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  ; 
and  it  was  well  known  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  with  all  his  troops,  did  not 
conlider  himfelf  as  fecure. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  took  notice,  that  the 
minifter  had  four  years  before,  after 
the  furrenderof  the  Britifh  army  at 
Saratoga,  and  the  delivery  of  the 
refcript  from  France,  amufed  the 
houfe  with  declaring-  his  refolution 
to  alter  the  mode  of  the  war.  He 
then  talked  of  contracting  it,  and 
entertained  the  country  gentlemen 
with  expatiating  on  the  advantages 
of  what  he  then  termed  4  4  a  little 
64  war.”1  It  would  be  well,  how¬ 
ever,  to  recoiled!  how  well  his  lord- 
fhip  had  kept  his  word,  and  that 
the  little  war  had  been  fo  managed, 
that  we  had  loll  another  great  army, 
betides  finking  under  various  defeats 
and  irretrievable  calamities.  Lord 
North  replied,  that  it  was  impoifible 
for  him  then  to  fay,  whether  he  had 
•fpoken  fuch  words  four  years  ago  as 
were  then  imputed  to  him.  He  did  not 
recoiled!  that  he  had  ;  nor  if  he  had, 
did  he  recoiled!  in  what  manner  the 
words  were  ufed.  Poffibly  he  might 
have  faid  fomething  like  the  word?,  by 
way  of  aflertion  in  argument,  about 
the  time  of  the  convention  at  Sara¬ 
toga.  But  he  could  not  confide r 
himfelf  as  bound  by  any  arguments, 
in  a  debate  at  fo  great  a  distance  of 
time  ;  nor  was  it  altogether  parlia¬ 
mentary,  or  fair,  in  any  gentleman, 
to  refer  to  obfervations  in  a  debate 
fo  old,  and  fo  much  out  of  common 
recolledlion.  His  lordftip,  how¬ 
ever,  allured  the  houfe,  that  for 
the  future  there  would  be  no  internal 
war  in  America.  The  troops  would 
not  march,  like  thofe  of  earl  Corn¬ 
wallis,  through  the  country,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  it  to  fubmiffion. 
It  was  rather  intended  to  preferve 
fuch  polls  in  America,  as  might  fa¬ 
cilitate  and  co-operate  with  the  en- 
terprizes  ot  our  fleets,  than  to  profe- 
cute  the  war  offenlively  by  land. 

Mr.  William  Pitt,  in  a  very  keen 
and  farcaflic  manner,  pointed  out 
the  inconiiftent  language,  and  com 


tradidlory  aflertlons,  which  were  at 
different  times  made  ufe  of  by  the 
minifter  and  his  colleagues,  and 
fhewed,  that  no  dependence  was  to  be 
placed  on  any  thing  they  might  ad¬ 
vance.  There  was,  however,  one 
piece  of  information,  which  had 
fallen  from  the  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  which  at  leaft  deferved  not  to 
be  forgotten.  He  had  given  the 
houfe  to  underhand,  that  there  was 
a  clear  diftinclion  to  be  made,  be¬ 
tween  the  alfertions  which  he  ad¬ 
vanced  in  argument,  and  the 
folemn  aflurances  which  he  gave  as  a 
minifter.  His  alfertions  in  argu¬ 
ment,  it  feems,  were  different  from 
his  folemn  aflurances.  The  noble 
lord  evidently  admitted,  that  he  did 
advance  things  in  debate,  which,  as 
it  would  not  be  poffible  or  conveni¬ 
ent  for  himfelf  to  maintain,  it  would 
not  be  politic  or  fafe  for  the  houfe  to 
believe.  Mr.  Pitt  afterwards  pro* 
ceeded  to  reprobate,  as  bordering  on 
infanity,  the  idea  of  any  farther 
profecution  of  the  American  war, 
with  our  armies  in  captivity,  our 
fleet  confefledly  inferior  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  what  was  ftiil  worfe, 
confefledly  incapable  of  being  ren¬ 
dered  equal  to  it  in  point  either  of 
number  or  of  ftrength.  He  appeal¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  houfe,  whether  every 
description  of  men  did  not  deteftand 
execrate  the  American  war,  and  wilh 
moft  fervently  for  its  conclufion. 
When  fuch  a  load  of  deep  calamity 
was  prefling  with  intolerable  weight 
upon  us,  he  deemed  it  not  uncharit¬ 
able  to  implore  the  Almighty,  tq 
flrower  down  his  vengeance  upon 
thofe  minifters,  who  were  the  authors 
of  the  innumerable  evils,  which  had 
difgraced,  afflicled,  and  impoverifin* 
ed  this  once  profperous  and  formi¬ 
dable  empire,  but  now  humbled, 
defeated,  and  almpft  annihilated 
kingdom, 

la 


F0REIGN  HISTORY. 


In  the  conrfe  of  this  debate,  even 
the  pay-mailer  of  the  forces  declared 
his  conviction  of  the  total  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  fubduingthe  Americans 
by  force..  That  gentleman  obferv- 
ed,  that  he  was  not  alhamed  to  own, 
that  he  had  all  along  voted,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  minilter,  and  for  the 
profecution  of  the  American  war, 
with  the  hope,  that  this  country 
would  prove  able,  with  the  aflift- 
ance  of  her  fleets  and  armies,  to 
coerce  America,  and  reduce  the  co¬ 
lonies  to  obedience.  He  was  now 
thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  the  en- 
terprizewas  impracticable.  He  had 
formerly  declared,  that  he  would 
not  liften  to  any  fuggeifions  of  grant¬ 
ing  independence  to  America;  be- 
caufe  he  thought  this  country  ought 
to  recoil  at  it,  until  fhe  fliould  have 
felt  an  ignominous  overthrow  ;  un¬ 
til  we  '  had  been  beaten.  He  was 
forry  to  fay,  that  this  unfortunate 
moment  was  now  arrived  :  and, 
therefore,  he  conceived,  that  it  would 
now  be  as  much  madnefs  to  talk  of 
the  reduction  of  America  bv  force 

J 

of  arms,  as  before  it  would  have 
been  timid  and  unmanly  to  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  American  claim  of 
independence.  With  regard  to  the 
proper  method  of  proceeding,  that 
was  a  fubjeCt  upon  which  men  were 
far  from  being  agreed.  If  the  mea- 
fure  of  removing  all  our  troops  from 
New  York  and  its  dependencies  were 
refoived  upon,  it  feemed  impoffible 
to  carry  it  with  fafety  into  execu¬ 
tion,  uniefs  we  had  abetter  navy; 
and,  therefore,  the  attempt  could 
not,  on  the  principles  of  common 
policy,  be  juflified.  Mr.  Rigby 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  though 
it  fliould  be  determined  to  put  a 
Speedy  termination  to  the  war  again!! 
America,  yet  he  did  not  think,  con¬ 
sidering  that  France,  Spain,  and 
•Holland,  were  in  aCtive  enmity  to 
fpi'gst  Britain,  that  the  eflimates  e*f 


the  armv  were  too  large  for  the  ne» 
ceffities  of  the  fervice  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  he  fliould  vote  for  them. 

Earl  Nugent  expfefled  his  fur- 
prize,  that  there  fliould  now  be  any 
doubts  about  granting  independence 
to  America;  as  all  parties  were 
agreed  that  we  could  no  longer  car¬ 
ry  on  the  war.  No  difficulties  ought 
now  to  be  made  upon  the  fubjeCt. 
It  was  the  only  remaining  method 
of  being  again  upon  friendly  terms 
with  the  Americans,  which  might 
be  highly  beneficial  both  to  them 
and  to  us  :  and  it  was  an  event 
which  would  be  productive  of  no 
joy  to  our  enemies.  Who  could  en¬ 
tertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  rival 
powers  of  Europe  were  fecretly  de~ 
firous,  that  the  colonifts  fliould  con¬ 
tinue,  as  they  were  before,  depen¬ 
dent  on  fome  other  Hate  ?  Neither 
the  French,  nor  Dutch,  nor  Spani¬ 
ards,.  had  aided  them  in  their  hofli- 
lities  againft  us,  with  any  view  of 
leading  them  to  aCtual  independence. 
Their  chief  motive  for  engaging  in 
the  war  was  to  reduce  the  power  of 
Great  Britain.  The  independence 
of  America  would  be  the  ruin  of  the 
northern  crowns:  for  flie  would  then 
■fupply  all  Europe  with  thole  com¬ 
modities,  for  which  Europe  is  at 
prefent  obliged  to  refort  to  the  north. 
The  independence  of  our  colonies 
.muff  be  to  the  laft  degree  prejudici¬ 
al  to  Spain  ;.  for  their  independence 
would  be  the  forerunner  of  the  lofs  of 
her  own  colonies  ;  and  it  was,  there¬ 
fore,  obfervable,  that  though  Spain 
had  joined  France,  and  engaged  in 
war  againft  us,  flie  had  never  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  independence  of 
North  America.  The  Dutch  would 
be  ruined  by  this  independence  ;  for 
being  fuppl anted  by  the  Americans, 
they  would  ceafe  to  be  the  carriers 
of  the  world.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
renunciation  of  the  war  againft  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  avowal  of  her  inde¬ 
pendence, 
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pendence,  were  now  the  wife  ft  mea¬ 
sures  which  could  be  adopted  by 
Great  Britain. 

N  After  fome  farther  debate?  the 
motion  of  the  fecretary  at  war  was 
carried  by  a  conftderable  majority. 
He  then  moved,  44  That  a  fum  not 
*4  exceeding  1,242,835b  2s.  3d. 

fhould  be  granted  to  his  majefty, 
44  for  defraying  the  charge  of  49,45  5 
44  effective  men,  for  guards,  garri- 
44  fons,  and  other  his  majefty’s  land 
44  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey, 
44  and  Guernfey,  for  the  year  1782 
and  alfo,  44  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
*i  ing  1,315,523!.  5s.  icd.  .be 

44  granted  to  his  majefty,  for  main- 
44  taining  his  majefty’s  forces  and 
44  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and 
44  Africa,  including  thofe  in  garri- 
44  fon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar, 
44  and  for  provifion  for  the  forces  in 
44  North  America,  Nova  Scotia, 
44  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the 
44  Weft  Indies,  and  Africa,  for  the 
44  year  1782.”  Thefe  motions  were 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  as  were 
likewife  feveral  others  made  by  the 
fame  gentleman,  relative  to  the 
army  expenditure. 

On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month, 
Mr.  Burke  informed  the  houfe,  that 
lie  intended,  foon  after  the  recefs, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
In  order  to  obviate  fome  difficulties 
arifing  from  the  prefent  mode  of  ex¬ 
changing  the  American  pri loners  : 
a  mode  which  was  at  once  difgrace- 
ful  and  inconvenient  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  kingdom.  A  funda- 
mental  error  exifted  in  that  law, 
which  wa§  palled  every  year,  for 
the  purpofe  of  empowering  his  ma- 
jefty  tofeize  fufpeCted  perfons.  Mo¬ 
tives  of  humanity,  of  found  policy, 
and  of  common  fenfe,  called  loudly 
for  its  removal ;  and  the  only  effectu¬ 
al  remedy  would  be  the  introduction 
of  a  new  law,  eftablifhmg  a  regular 
tipn  totally  different  from  that  which 


now  prevailed.  He  was  led  to  the 
consideration  of  this  matter  by  two 
particular  cafes,  which  were  attend¬ 
ed  with  peculiar  hardfhip,  one  of 
which  was  that  of  Mr.  Laurens. 
Under  the  law,  which  he  had 
referred  to,  Mr.  Laurens  was  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Tower  ;  but  though 
it  might  feem  to  countenance  his 
commitment,  it  could  not  authorize 
the  hardfhips  to  which  that  very 
refpeClable  gentleman  was  expofed, 
and  the  rigours  that  he  buffered  in 
his  imprifonment.  When  Mr.  Lau-« 
rens  was  taken  at  fea  by  captain 
Keppel,  and  while  he  remained  on 
board  his  fhip,  he  was  treated  with 
every  mark  of  diftin&ion  which 
could  be  fuggefted  to  that  meritori¬ 
ous  officer,  by  reflecting  on  what 
his  prifoner  had  been,  and  what  he 
then  was.  He  treated  him  like  a 
man  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the 
greateft  commonwealth  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  ;  and  like  a  man,  who 
was  then  invefted  with  the  character 
of  ambafladqr  from  that  com¬ 
monwealth.  Captain  Keppel  had 
endeavoured  to  give  his  illuftrious 
prifoner  a  foretafteof  that  humanity, 
liberality,  and  tendernefs,  which  he 
hoped  ftill  characterized  his  country¬ 
men,  and  would  appear  the  ordina¬ 
ry  habits  of  the  people  to  whom 
Mr.  Laurens  was  ihortly  to  be  in¬ 
troduced.  But  the  moment  that  gen¬ 
tleman  touched  upon  this  inhofpit- 
able  fhore,  he  was  brought  before  a. 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  committed  a 
clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower.  His 
treatment  there  was  of  the  moft  ri¬ 
gorous  nature  :  he  was  denied  the 
only  and  the  bed  comforts  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  in  the  moment  of  d  iff  refs, 
the  light  and  frequent  vifitation  of 
his  neareft  and  moft  beloved  rela¬ 
tions.  Even  his  own  fon  had  not 
accefs  to  him,  except  in  the  view  and 
prefence  of  a  warder.  He  had  alfo 
been  impofed  upon  with  regard  to 
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Els  expences ;  and,  though  denied 
any  allowance  from  government,  he 
was  expected  and  aiked  to  pay  the 
moft  exorbitant  demands  under  the 
name  of  fees.  How  different  was 
the  treatment  of  prifoners  of  Tate 
even  in  the  Bailile  !  Within  that 
place,  although  regarded  as  the  mo  ft 
horrid  gaol  of  a  defpotic  government, 
theprovilion  was  ridiculoufly  grand, 
eoniidering  the  fuppofed  guilt  of 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  ferved  up.  It 
was  a  prevailing  idea,  that  when  any 
man  was  made  a  prifoner  of  ftate, 
as  his  iituation  precluded  him  from 
the  means  of  providing  for  himfelf, 
that  Rate,  from  a  principle  of  hu¬ 
manity,  provided  for  him  ;  and  that 
all  perfons  put  into  gaol  by  govern¬ 
ment,  were  at  the  expence  of  that 
government  fupponed  by  feme  fort 
of  eaol  allowance.  But  this  had 
not  been  the  cafe  with  Mr.  Laurens. 
Happening,  however,  fortunately, 
to  have  fums  of  money  due  to  him 
from  merchants  in  London,  with 
whom  he  had  dealt,  he  was  able  to 
fupport  himfelf  for  a  confiderable 
time.  But  at  length,  one  of  his  re- 
fourees  being  exhaulfed,  he  fent  a 
requifition  ro  be  allowed  the  ufe  of 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  in  order  to 
draw  a  bill  upon  another  of  his  cor* 
refpondents.  The  requifition  was 
denied,  and  that  in  the  moil  infult- 
ing  and  unpleafant  manner,  by  a  to¬ 
tal  filence  upon  it  for  three  months 
together.  At  laffc,  although  Mr. 

■  Laurens  was  refufed  an  opportunity 
of  providing  himfelf  with  money,  an 
officer  of  theTower  called  on  him  for 
a  large  lum,  demanding  of  him,  at 
one  time,  upwards  of  ninety  pounds 
for  fees.  Such  an  impoiition  would 
have  given  rife  to  the  choler  of  moil 
men  ;  but  with  Mr.  Laurens  it  be¬ 
came  a  matter  of  pleafantry.  Inftead 
of  expreffing  any  indignation  at  the 
groffiiefsof  the  infult,  he  only  faid, 
# 


44  Really,  friend,  if  you  make  fuch 
44  demands  upon  me,  I  can’t  afford 
44  to  flay  here.  I  mull  quit  my 
44  lodgings,  and  repair  to  fome  lefts 
4  4  expensive  place  of  reftdence.” 

But  all  thatjuilice,  all  that  repeated 
requiiitions  founded  on  principles  of 
the  cleareil  reafon,  could  not  eftedl, 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  obferve, 
had  on  a  fudden  been  brought  about 
by  a  ilar  that  had  arifen,  not  in  the 
Eaft,  but  in  the  W eft,  and  which 
had  warned  the  Britifh  miniilry  of 
the  danger  of  their  longer  perfe verg¬ 
ing  in  their  unmanly,  revengeful, 
and  rigid  treatment  of  Mr.  Laurens* 
This  was  no  other  than  the  news 
arriving, that  the  fon  of  Mr. Laurens, 
a  brave,  worthy,  and  accom  pi  idled 
officer  in  the  American  fervice,  had 
Earl  Cornwallis  in  his  cuftody,  and 
that  his  treatment  of  his  noble  pri¬ 
foner  was  diredtly  the  reverfe  of 
that  experienced  by  his  father,  who 
was  then  locked  up  in  that  Tower, 
of  which  Earl  Cornwallis  was  the 
conflable.  The  moment  advice  of 
this  circumftance  reached  the  minif* 
try,  they  became  as  full  ofcomplai- 
fance  to  Mr.  Laurens,  as  before 
they  had  been  full  of  feverity  £ 
though  he  was  dill  kept  in  dofe 
confinement.  Had  the  miniftry  been 
adluated  by  any  principles  of  real 
wifdom,  the  capture  of  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens  might  have  been  a  very  fortu¬ 
nate  circumftance  for  this  country. 
He  was  diftinguifhed  by  his  pei-fona! 
fagacity,  experience,  and  integrity, 
and  was  known  to  have  a  great  at¬ 
tachment  to  this  country  ;  and  might 
therefore  have  been  made  a  very  ufe- 
ful  inftrument  in  promoting  an  ac¬ 
commodation  with  America.  He 
was  greatly  revered  and  beloved  in 
America,  on  account  of  the  extent 
of  his  talents,  the  liberality  of  his 
mind,  and  the  amiablenefs  of  his 
character  j  and  had  for  a  long  time 
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been  extremely  anxious  to  prevent 
the  difmemberment  of  the  Britifh 
empire.  Such  was  the  man  whom 
the  minidry  oppreffed  ;  and  whom, 
though  overwhelmed  by  the  gout, 
and  labouring  under  a  complication 
of  complaints,  occalioned  principal¬ 
ly  by  the  hardfliips  ol  his  confine¬ 
ment,  they  could  ffiil  view  only  as 
an  objedi  for  perfecution.  So  that 
the  lurk,  the  favage  Arab,  the 
cruel  Tartar,  or  the  piratical  Alge¬ 
rine,  when  compared  to  the  Britifh 
minidry,  might  be  thought  hu¬ 
mane. 

Mr.  Burke  farther  remarked,  that 
the  (meat  and  fundamental  error  of 

O  , 

that  adt,  which  he  wifhed  the  par¬ 
liament  to  corredl  and  amend,  was, 
that  it  made  no  didindlions,  fuch  as 
wifdom  and  judice  required.  It  did 
not  point  out  the  great  and  adlive 
inftraments  of  criminality,  but  was 
confined  folely  to  didindlions  pure¬ 
ly  geographical.  Thus  it  depend¬ 
ed  not  on  the  enormity  of  each  cap¬ 
tive’s  fufpedled  guilt,  but  on  the 
place  where  he  was  taken,  and  the 
place  to  which  he  was  conveyed, 
whether  he  fliould  be  confidered  as  a 
traitor,  a  pirate,  or  a  mere  prifoner 
of  war.  It  was  to  put  judice  on  a 
more  equal  footing,  to  level  diflinc- 
tions  which  had  their  origin  in  op- 
preffion  and  barbarity,  and  to  render 
the  prifoners  of  war  taken  by  this 
country  certain  of  having  the  feve- 
rity  of  their  fate  foftened,  and  made 
fomewhat  tolerable,  by  that  tender 
and  mild  treatment  which  all  civi¬ 
lized  belligerent  powers  made  the 
rule  of  their  condudl  during  a  time 
of  hoflility,  that  he  fhould  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  his  intended 
bill.  The  aft  at  prefent  in.  being, 
was  confined  in  its  principle,  and 
produdlive  of  the  word  effedts.  In 
America,  the  prifoners  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Sates  were  exchanged  upon  an 


equal  and  a  liberal  principle  '  trie 
fpirit  of  the  law  operating  there  with 
equal  judice,  benevolence,  and  ho¬ 
nour.  The  fituation  being  changed, 
the  elfedt  of  the  fame  fiatute  inftant- 
ly  varied.  If  perfons,  whether 
officers  or  common  Tailors,  were  ta¬ 
ken  at  fea  on  the  American  coad, 
and  carried  into  New  York,  they 
were  certain  of  receiving  every  pof~ 
fible  indulgence,  and  every  ifretch 
of  that  civility  and  humanity,  which, 
until  the  prefent  war,  had  been,  at 
all  times,  the  glorious  charadleriitie 
of  the  Britifh  nation.  O11  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  American  prifoners  ar¬ 
rived  here,  they  wrere  not  treated  as 
prifoners  of  war,  but  fent  to  gaol,  ei¬ 
ther  under  commitments  as  pirates, 
or  on  a  charge  of  high  treafon. 

Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded  to  in¬ 
form  the  houfe,  that  another  griev¬ 
ance,  which  he  propofed  to  remedy 
by  his  intended  bill,  was  the  par¬ 
tiality  with  which  the  miniftry  a  died 
refpedting  the  exchange  of  thofe  Bri- 
tifh  officers,  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  It  was  in  Auguft  lad  that  he 
learnt,  that  the  congrefs  had  de¬ 
manded  general  Burgoyne  as  their 
prifoner.  He  had  not  formerly  been 
in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  gene¬ 
ral,  but  from  his  late  condudl,  and 
from  farther  acquaintance  with  him, 
he  had  conceived  for  him  much  ef- 
teem  and  friendfhip.  Some  time 
lince,  an  order  had  been  iffued  from 
the  army-office,  for  that  general  to 
return  to  the  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand  in  America.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  general,  in  the  then 
date  of  his  health,  would  look  up¬ 
on  fuch  an  order  rather  as  an  inti¬ 
mation  to  refign  his  military  hon¬ 
ours,  the  earnings  of  long  fervice, 
than  really  to  fet  out  for  America, 
where  his  prefence  could  not  be  of 
the  lead  ufe.  His  own  pride,  there¬ 
fore^ 
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fore,  loon  induced  him  to  give  up 
what  he  thought  was  all  that  was  de¬ 
li  red  of  him  ;  and  when  the  minif- 
try  had  got  what  they  wanted  of  him, 
lie  heard  no  more  from  that  quar¬ 
ter  about  going  to  America.  He 
foon,  however,  heard  of  it  from 
another  quarter  :  for  the  congrefs, 
finding  that  the  miniftry  of  Great 
Britain  would  not,  upon  any  terms, 
releafe  Mr.  Laurens,  had  required 
general  Wafhington  to  fummon  ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  to  return  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  fave  his  parole.  When 
this  was  urged  to  Sir  Henrv  Clin- 
ton,  that  officer  entered  into  a  treaty 
for  the  releafe  of  general  Burgoyne: 
but  as  the  latter  was  a  lieutenant- 
general,  and  no  American  officer  of 
that  rank  had  been  taken  priloner  by 
the  Britifh  army,  our  commander  in 
chief  could  not  of  courfe  exchange 
him  for  an  officer  of  equal  rank. 
Terms,  however,  were  entered  up¬ 
on  for  his  releafe  ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
that  one  thoul'and  and  forty  men 
fhould  be  given  for  his  ranfom.This 
might  be  regarded  as  a  fair  eftimate: 
it  was  taking  a  quantity  of  lilver  for 
a  piece  of  gold,  and  was  an  honed: 
exchange.  It  happened,  however, 
that  the  mini  dry  had  contrived  to 
render  the  propofed  exchange  im- 
pradicable,  and  that  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  means.  There  were  a  number 
of  men,  who  had  furrendered  on  ca¬ 
pitulation  to  the  Britidi  arms,  at  a 
place  called  the  Cedars,  foon  after' 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  That 
capitulation  the  congrefs  had  always 
refufed  to  ratify  ;  and,  in  every  fub- 
fequent  exchange  of  prifoners,  they 
uniformly  put  the  Cedar  men  afide, 
regarding  them  as  fo  many  counter¬ 
feit  halfpence,  and  refudng  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  them  other  than  as  bafe 
metal  and  coin  cl  no  value.  The 
commander  in  chief,  however,  by 
order  of  the  miniftry,  perlevered  in 
fcis  offer  of  thole  men  as  part  of  the 


one  thoufand  and  forty  ;  and  the 
congrefs  perfevered  in  refilling  them* 
So  that  no  releafe  having  taken  place, 
and  no  releafe  probably  being  in¬ 
tended  on  our  lide,  as  fuch  men 
were  offered,  the  confequence  that 
mull  enfu.e  was,  that  general  Bur¬ 
goyne  muff,  in  difcharge  of  his 
parole,  return  to  captivity,  if  fome 
method  of  preventing  it  could  not 
be  adopted. 

This  ftate  of  faffs,  Mr.  Burke 
faid,  coming  to  his  ears,  he  refold¬ 
ed  to  try  what  might  be  effeded 
by  private  friendfhip.  Accordingly 
he  renewed  his  correfponden.ee  with 
his  old  acquaintance  and  friend.  Dr. 
Franklin,  at  Paris  ;  a  correfpon¬ 
dence  interrupted  from  neceffity,  but 
not  from  choice,  on  either  lide,  and 
now  re-commenced  in  a  more  di« 
ftant  ftyle,  from  the  particular  litua- 
tion  in  which  Dr.  Franklin  and  he 
flood.  In  his  letter  to  the  dodor,  he 
ftated  the  lituation  of  general  Bur¬ 
goyne,  and  the  demand  made  by 
congrefs,  and  expreffed  an  earned; 
wifi),  that  he  would  obtain  his  im¬ 
mediate  exchange,  The  dodor  fpee- 
dily  returned  an  anfwer,  in  which 
he  obferved,  that  44  flnce  the  fool- 
44  ilh  part  of  mankind  could  not  fet- 
44  tie  their  difputes  without  wars,  it 
44  was  the  duty  of  the  wife  part  of 
44  mankind  to  ufe  their  endeavours 
44  to  alleviate  thofe  misfortunes  that 
44  attend  wars.”  Alter  fome  far¬ 
ther  remarks,  the  dodor  acquainted 
him,  that  he  had  not  heard  of  the 
order  of  congrefs,  for  general  Waffi- 
ington  to  fummon  general  Burgoyne 
to  return  to  America  ;  but  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  any  fuch  order  had 
beeniflued,  it  was  in  retaliation  for 
the  Britiffi  minifter’s  refufal  to  re¬ 
leafe  Mr.  Laurens.  The  dodor 
alfo  informed  him,  that  before  he 
had  clofed  his  letter,  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  difpatches  from  Philadelphia, 
with  a  refolution  of  congrefs  of  the 
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10th  of  June  la  ft,  authorizing*  him 
to  exchange  general  Burgoyne  for 
Mr.  Laurens.  He  added,  that  he 
had  no  communication  with  the  mi- 
Jiifters  of  the  court  of  St.  James's, 
and  therefore  requeued  that  Mr. 
Burke  would  negociate  the  bufinefs 
for  the  lake  both  of  the  general  and 
of  Mr.  Laurens.  The  bufinefs, 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  inform  the 
lioufe,  he  gladly  undertook ;  and 
accordingly  waited  on  fome  of  the 
miniflers,  and  their  friends  ;  but 
was  furprifed  to  receive  for  anfwer, 
that  general  Burgoyne  was  actually 
exchanged,  and  of  courfe  no  longer 
a  prifoner.  He  was  the  more  fur- 
prifed  at  this  information,  becaufe 
Ire  knew  that  it  mu  ft*  be  falfe  ;  as  it 
Was  not  po-iTible  that  the  congrefs, 


having  refolved  that  general  Bur- 
goyne  fliould  be  exchanged  for  Mr. 
Laurens,  fliould  enter  upon  any 
treaty  for  his  releafe,  till  they  Ihould 
firft  learn  what  had  been  the  iffue  of 
their  commiiiion  on  that  head  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  It  was,  therefore,  only 
•fporting  with  the  feelings  and  mif- 
foltunes  of  the  general  to  fay  that 
he  was  exchanged.  The  cruelty  of 
the  miniftry,  in  firft  ordering  him 
to  return  to  America,  and  perfifting 
in  diat  order  till  they  had  dripped 
fiim  of  every  military  honour,  and 
reward  of  hisfervices,  excepting  his 
rank  of  lieutenant-general,  could  be 
equalled  only  by  their  barbarity  in 
leaving  him  now  expofed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  congrefs,  by  refufing  to 
exchange  him  :  for  it  was  in  faff 
refufing  to  exchange  him,  wllenfuch 
men  were  offered  in  exchange,  as  it 
was  well  known  the  congrefs  would 
not  accept.  But  the  truth  was,  that 
the  general  had  been  perfecuted  by 
the  miniftry  with  the  moft  un abat¬ 
ing  animofity,  becaufe  he  had  ex¬ 
posed  the  abfurdity  of  all  their  rea¬ 
sonings  refpedting  the  number  and 


fidelity  of  the  friends  to  Great  BrD 
tain  in  America.  They  had  dealt 
in  a  variety  of  falfe  reprefentations 
of  this  kind,  by  which  they  had  been 
enabled  to  injure  and  deceive  the 
nation. 

General  Burgoyne  now  rofe,  and 
expreffed  in  very  ftrong  terms  his 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Burke,  for  the  ge^ 
nerous  manner  in  which  he  had  ef- 
poufed  his  caufe.  He  then  informed 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  waited,  with 
the  utmoft  patience,  until  every  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  Saratoga  con¬ 
vention,  down  even  to  the  ferjeants, 
were  exchanged?before  he  uttered  the 
leaf!  complaint,  or  took  any  one  ftep 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  his 
own  exchange.  He  had  adfed  in 
this  manner  for  two  reafons  :  the  firft 
was,  that  as  he  had  refigned  his 
commiftion,  and  thereby  put  him- 
felf  into  a  fituation,  which  rendered 
it  impolfible  for  him  to  be  of  any 
fervice  to  his  country  in  a  military- 
capacity,  he  thought  it  was  more 
proper  for  thofe  to  be  exchanged 
firft,  from  whofe  exertions  in  the 
field  the  nation  might  receive  advan¬ 
tage.  His  fecond  reaion  was,  that 
fooner  than  condelcend  either  to  feek, 
or  to  receive  the  fmalleft  favour 
from  the  hands  of  men  who  had 
heaped  the  grolfeft  injuries  upon  his 
head,  he  would  even  return  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  be  locked  up  in  the  gloomieft 
dungeon  which  the  congrefs  might 
alfign  him,  and  devote  liimfelf  as 
that  facrifice  vyhich  his  enemies  had 
long  endeavoured,  to  offer  up  to  their 
refen  tment. 

The  general  then  corroborated 
the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Burke  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Cedars  men.  The  mi¬ 
niftry,  he  faid,  well  knew  the  refo- 
lution  of  congrefs  refpe&ing  thefe 
men :  and,  therefore,  to  propofe 
them  in  exchange  for  him,  could  be 
calculated  only  to  delay  or  prevent 
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his  releafe.  But  it  was  furely  An¬ 
gularly  hard,  that  he  ffiould  be  the 
only  one  of  all  the  army  that  had 
iurrendered  at  Saratoga,  who  had 
not  been  included  in  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  and  reftored  to  liberty.  It 
was  an  injdftice,  beyond  all  example, 
that  every  officer,  and  every  man  in 
the  army,  ffiould  have  received  the 
■valuable  privilege  of  freedom,  and 
that  he  alone,  who  was  commander 
in  chief  on  that  occahon,  ffiould  Hill 
be  continued  a  prifoner. 

Lord  George  Germain  laid,  that 
when  he  had  affierted  that  general 
Burgoyne  was  releafed,  he -thought 
he  had  fpoken  on  very  good  grounds ; 
for,  in  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton,  he  had  been  informed,  that  a 
proper  number  of  men  had  been 
offered  lor  the  general’s  releafe,  and 
among  others  the  Cedars  prifoners ; 
that  at  laff  the  congrefs  feemed  to 
accede  to  the  propriety  of  admitting 
the  Cedars  men  in  the  exchange ; 
and,  therefore,  he  took  it  for  grant¬ 
ed,  that  by  this  t@ne  the  general  was 
releafed.  With  refpect  to  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens,  he  knew  of  no  ill  treatment 
which  that  gentleman  had  received. 
On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Laurens  had 
himfelf  acknowledged,  that  he  was 
treated  with  civility  and  kindnefs  ; 
and  had  particularly  expreffed  his 
gratitude,  for  an  indulgence  lately 
granted  him  of  persniffion  to  walk 
about  a  part  of  the  Tower  for  ex- 
ercife  ;  a  circumfhmce  to  which  he 
attributed  a  conftderable  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  health. 

Lord  North  alfo  maintained,  that 
there  was  no  juft  ground  for  the 
complaints  that  were  exhibited  re- 
fpefting  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens  :  and  Lord  Newhaven  fa  id,  that 
he  had  feen  general  Vernon,  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  Tower, 
within  the  Lift  three  days;  and  that 
he  had  converfed  with  him,  for  feme 
time,  upon  the  fubjeef  of  Mr,  Lau- 
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rens,  and  the  treatment  which  he 

had  received  ;  when  the  lieutenant- 

'  » 

governor  gave  him  to  underftand, 
in  the  moft  direft  and  explicit  terms, 
that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  ground, 
of  complaint,  and  that  Mr.  Laurens 
himfelf  had  declared  as  much. 

His  lord  (hi  p  alfo  remarked,  that 
it  ftruck  him  as  a  very  extraordinary 
circumftance,  that  an  honourable 
member  of  that  houfe  ffiould  ftand 
up  in  his  place,  and  not  only  avow 
his  correfpondence  with  a  declared 
rebel,  but  produce  the  proofs  of  it. 
For  his  part,  had  he  entered  into 
any  fuch  correfpondence,  he  ftiould 
have  fuppofed  his  inevitable  fate 
would  have  been,  his  being  taken 
into  cuftody,  and  lent  to  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Laurens  in  the  Tow¬ 
er.  Mr.  Burke  replied,  that  he  was 
too  poor  a  man  to  bear  the  expence 
of  a  lodging  in  the  Tower.  The 
apartments  in  that  place  would  bet¬ 
ter  fuit  the  noble  fortune  of  lord 
Newhaven.  As  for  himfelf,  he  was 
contented  with  an  humbler  dwelling' ; 
though  he  could  make  himfelf  hap¬ 
py  in  the  Tower,  or  in  any  prifon  lefts 
dignified,  if  two  fuch  men  as  Mr. 
Laurens  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  his 
companions,  or  even  if  they  honour¬ 
ed  him  with  their  correfpondence. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne,  44  That  an  humble  ad- 
44  drefs  ffiould  be  prefented  to  his 
44  majefty,  to  defire  that  he  would 
44  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  dire  ft, 
44  that  there  ftiould  be  laid  before 
44  that  houfe,  copies  of  all  corref- 
44  pondence  between  his  niajefty’sfe- 
44  cretaries  of  ftate,  and  the  fe- 
44  cretaries  at  war,  and  commanders 
44  in  chief  or  commiftaries,  for  the 
44  exchange  of  prifoners  in  North 
44  America,  relative  to  the  exchange 
44  or  releafe  of  prifoners,  ftnee  the 
44  fir  ft  daycf  January,  1781.”  The 
motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Fox, 
tmd  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 
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2)co'cifc  in  thr  lloufe  of  Peers ,  on  a  Motion  of  the  Marquis  of  RocklnghanU 
that  the  L.and  and  Malt  fax  Bill  Jhould  be  pofponed*  Debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  on  a  Motion  of  Sir  Grey  Cooper ,  that  the  Houfe  floould  be  ad¬ 
journed.  Petition  from  Mr.  Laurens ,  late  Prejident  of  the  Congrefs ,  pre- 

Re  cef* 


fatted  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr.  Burke. 

AS  confide rable  oppofition  had 
been  made  to  granting*  the 
fupplies  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
they  met  alfo  with  much  obftruc- 
tion,  and  occafioned  very  animated 
debates  in  the  Houfe  of  beers.  On 
the  iqth  of  December,  when  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  that  the  malt  and 
land-tax  bill  fhould  be  read  a  third 
time,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
bill  fhould  be  postponed  till  the  fir  ft 
Wednefday  after  the  parliamentary 
recefs.  The  prefting  call  for  fuch 
an  amendment,  his  lordfhip  laid, 
could  not  be  loft  on  thofe  who  felt 
for  the  calamitous  fituation  of  the 
empire,  arifing  from  a  let  of  minif¬ 
ters,  the  impotence  of  whofe  plans, 
and  the  confequent  inefficacy  of 
their  attempts  to  execute  them,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  total  want  of  early 
and  authentic  information,  had 
equally  expofed  them  to  the  fcorn 
of  Europe,  and  to  the  juft  abhor¬ 
rence  of  their  fellow-fubjedfs.  So 
defperate  was  the  ftate  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affairs,  that  nothing  fhort  of 
an  immediate  change  of  men  and  of 
meafures,  of  a  complete  tranfttion 
from  bad  to  good,  could  fave  us 
from  deft  ruction .  The  prefent  ad- 
miniftration  had  fhewn  themfelves  fo 
totally  unw'orthy  of  any  farther  con¬ 
fidence,  that  he  recommended  it  to 
their  lprdfliips  to  withhold  the  fup¬ 
plies,  for  a  fea fon able  time,  in  hope 
that  fuch  a  refufal  would  oblige 
thefe  minifters  to  withdraw,,  and  to 
make  room  for  men  more  likely  to 
ferve  their  country  with  fuccefs. 

His  lordlhip  then  enlarged  upon 


feme  late  naval  occurrences  ;  he 
took  notice  of  the  number  of  {hips 
of  the  line,  which  the  French  had 
lately  lent  to  the  Weft  Indies  from 
America  ;  and  obferving,  that  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  had  only  taken  nine¬ 
teen  with  him,  he  afked,  whether 
any  perfon  could  expedf  fuccefs  from 
fo  great  a  disparity  of  force  ?  He 
next  advened  to  the  recent  affair  of 
admiral  Kempenfelt  and  the  French 
fleet,  and  remarked,  that  the  minif- 
try  were  inexcu  fable  for  not  having 
font  out  a  more  powerful  fquadron, 
when  they  well  knew  the  ftrength 
and  number  of  the  French  arma¬ 
ment.  If  the  voice  of  reafon  might 
be  buffered  to  prevail  in  that  houfe, 
a  majority  would  not  hefttate  a  mo¬ 
ment,  to  withdraw  the  power  of 
difpofing  of  the  public  money  from 
thofe  minifters,  who  had  per  filled  in 
the  wild  and  ufelefs  diftipation  of 
the  paft  fupplies,  and  manifefted,  on 
all  oecaftons,  that  their  proceedings 
were  more  likely  to  annihilate,  than 
to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  poli¬ 
tical  exiftence  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  a  melancholy  truth,  that  no  folid 
benefit  whatfoever  had  arifen,  from 
the  thoughtlefs  and  too  long  con¬ 
tinued  generality  ot  the  parliament, 
who  had  voted  fuch  fums  as  were 
enormous  beyond  the  precedents  of 
any  former  sera.  Had  any  part  of 
thefe  grants  been  employed  in  ope¬ 
rations,  of  which  the  refult  was 
conqueft,  and  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  territories  of  the  empire  ?  Far 
otherwise.  The  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  were  miferably  curtailed ; 
the  fources  of  our  trade  were  drying 
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Up ;  and,  befides  numerous  other 
Ioffes^  America,  the  mod  valuable  of 
her  pofleffions,  was  gone  for  ever. 

Lord  Stormont  conlidered  the 
amendment,  propofed  by  the  noble 
marquis,  to  amount  to  a  direCt  ne¬ 
gative,  as  to  ail  the  fubftantial  ends 
propofed  by  a  bill  of  fupply ;  be¬ 
cause  in  faCt  it  would,  if  agreed  to, 
lufpend  every  power,  and  with  them 
of  courfe  all  the  effective  operations 
of  government.  The  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies  now  in  our  ports,  defined  for  va¬ 
rious  quarters  of  the  world,  muft  be 
locked  up  until  this  political  inter¬ 
dict  fhould  be  taken  off:  for  although 
much  might  be  hazarded  by  mlnifters, 
yet  if  the  nation,  or  the  fenfe  of  it 
declared  by  the  mouth  of  that  houfe, 
were  to  determine,  that  no  money 
fhould  be  granted,  and  consequently 
that  none  fhould  be  ilfued  for  a  certain 
period,  he  was  unacquainted  with 
that  miniffer,  who  would  have  fuf- 
ficient  confidence  to  take  upon  him 
the  expenditure  of  money,  the  ap¬ 
probation  or  difapprobation  of  which 
would  depend  upon  the  future  opi¬ 
nions  of  one  or  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament.  It  appeared  to  be  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  noble  marquis,  that  the 
prelent  minifiers  were  lupine,  neg¬ 
ligent,  and  incapable;  and  that  more 
vigorous  exertion?,  and  more  ani¬ 
mated  attempts,  were  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiTary  to  retrieve  our  affairs.  Surely 
then  it  was  improper,  that  the  wheels 
of  government  fhould  be  clogged, 
that  the  operations  of  the  executive 
power  fhould  be  arreffed  in  their 
progrefs,  that  the  means  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  country  fhould  be  kept  back, 
and  that  all  refources  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  at  a  dead  Hand,  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  con  felled,  that  the  ple¬ 
nitude  of  vigour  and  exertion  was 
abfolutely  necefifary.  He  muft,  there¬ 
fore,  retufe  his  aflent  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  which  had  been  propofed. 


S1 

The  motion  for  an  amendment 
was  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dos,  as  highly  judicious  and  necef- 
fary  at  fo  alarming  and  melancho¬ 
ly  a  crifis.  His  grace  contended, 
that  fo  glaring  were  the  blunders  of 
adminiftration,  and  fuch  their  ill 
fuccefs  in  managing  the  war,  that 
we  had  not  only  loft  the  refpeCt  we 
once  received  from  every  power, 
but  were  defpifed  beyond  defeription 
by  the  ftates  of  Europe.  His  grace 
alfo  faid,  that  the  Weft  India  iflands 
were  not  fafe  ;  he  had  himfelf  a  very 
confiderable  property  in  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  ;  but  he  had  the  moll 
authentic  private  information,  that 
this  ifland,  though  one  of  the  molt 
exterifive,  beft  peopled,  and  opulent 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  was  yet  far  from  being  in  a 
proper  ftate  of  defence.  The  only 
mealure  by  which  the  welfare  of  the 
nation  could  be  reftored,  was  by  a 
change  of  the  miniftry.  To  that 
the  people  looked  up  with  all  the 
eagernels  of  hope  and  expectation. 
The  people  had  a  right  to  infill  up¬ 
on  it.  It  was  their  general  wifh, 
and  in  decency,  as  well  as  in  jufticc, 
that  with  deferved  immediate  com¬ 
pliance.  The  miniftry  deceived 
themfelves,  if  they  imagined  that 
their  purchafed  majorities  in  both, 
houfes  could  long  fecure  them  in 
their  places.  After  fo  many  fh  a  use¬ 
ful  proofs  of  their  incapacity,  it 
could  not  be  ferioufly  fuppofed  that 
they  were  fit  to  be  trailed  with  frelh 
fupplies,  when  they  had  lavilhed 
away  former  grants  for  little  other 
purpofe,  but  to  corrupt  and  buy 
their  mercenary  dependents,  and  to 
feed  their  favourite  contractors. 

The  earl  of  Weftmoreland  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  prefent  motion  was 
one  of  the  moft  extraordinary, 
which  had  ever  been  fubmitted  to 
the  judgment  of  that  houfe ;  and  he 
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much  doubted,  whether  the  noble 
marquis  who  made,  and  the  noble  duke 
who  fupported  it,  could  give  it  counte¬ 
nance  by  referring  even  to  a  lingle  pre¬ 
cedent.  He  begged  their  lordfhips  to 
recoiled!,  that,  at  the  Revolution,  all 
the  public  revenues  were  alienated 
from  the  crown,  between  whom  and 
the  parliament  a  compact  took  place, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  latter 
pledged  themfelves  to  allow  the  for¬ 
mer  a  certain  annuity  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  civil  lid,  and  likewife 
to  grant  fuch  fupplies  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupporting  the  government, 
arid  of  defending  the  kingdom,  as 
the  date  of  affairs  might  from  time 
to  time  require.  Hence  it  appeared, 
that  the  parliament  were  bound  to 
grant  fome  fupply,  equally  during 
peace  and  war  ^  and  it  druck  him, 
as  a  mod  lingular  circumdance,  that 
when  the  occadons  of  the  date  were 
univerlaliy  acknowledged  to  prefs, 
beyond  example,  for  the  immediate 
fuccour&of  the  legiflature,  it  fhould 
be  deemed  an  ad  either  of  wifdom, 
or  of  neceffity,  to  withhold  the  ufual 
lupplies.  Large  fleets  and  armies 
were  now  preparing  for  foreign  fer- 
vice,  fome  for  the  Wed,  and  fome  for 
the  Faff  Indies.  Would  their  lord¬ 
fhips  agree  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  important  and  eflentiai  expe¬ 
ditions  ;  and  thus  accelerate  and  con¬ 
firm  that  public  ruin  which  was  appre¬ 
hended,  by  one  violent  ad  ;  the  ad 
of  withholding  the  fupplies,  and 
taking  away  the  vital  fpring  of  all 
the  motions  of  government  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  fome 
altercation  palled  relative  to  the  flate 
of  the  navy,  and  the  infuffieient 
force  with  which  admiral  Kempen- 
felt  had  lately  been  fent  out ;  but 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  at  length  rejeded,  without 
a  divifion. 

The  following  day  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  Houle  of  Commons  Tv 
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Sir  Grey  Cooper,  that  the  houfe, 
at  its  riling,  fhould  adjourn  to  Tues¬ 
day,  the  22dday  of  January  next: 
upon  which  Mr.  Byng  immediately 
rofe,  and  expreffed  his  aftonilhment 
and  indignation,  that  a  propofa! 
fhould  be  made  to  adjourn  for  fo 
long  a  time,  in  fo  critical  a  ftate  of 
public  affairs.  He  particularly  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  condition  of  the  navy  ; 
and  he  aliened,  that  there  had  been 
much  negligence  and  mifcondud  in 
the  admiralty  board,  relative  to  the 
late  expedition  under  admiral  Kem- 
penfelt.  W7hy  was  that  officer  dis¬ 
patched  with  only  twelve  Ihips  of 
the  line,  to  intercept  the  French 
convoy  from  the  Weft  Indies,  when 
all  the  world  knew  that  our  enemies 
had,  in  Breft  water,  above  three  and 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  completely 
equipped  and  in  full  readinefs  for 
fea ;  and  when  it  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  that  they  aCfually  oppofed 
nineteen  to  our  twelve  fail  of  the 
line  ?  An  immediate  and  find  in¬ 
quiry  ought  to  take  place,  that  the 
houfe  might  know  on  whom  to  fix 
the  cenfure  and  the  punifhment.  It 
would  ill  become  that  houfe,  to  fhew 
themfelves  fo  fond  of  eafe,  and  fo 
extremely  inattentive  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  as  to  retire,  by  ad¬ 
journments,  to  ihameful  inactivity, 
and  fink  into  a  total  difregard  of 
public  bufinefs.  Every  circumfiance 
waspreffing;  and  the  fenfe  of  ra¬ 
pidly  accumulating  misfortune  and 
difgrace,  called  for  the  mofi  unre¬ 
mitting  affiduity,  and  the  mofi  pow¬ 
erful  efforts.  The  fituation  of  the 
country  was  fo  new  and  unprece* 
dented,  and  called  for  fuch  extraor¬ 
dinary  exertions,  that  no  time  ought 
to  be  loft,  nor  a  fingle  hour  wafted 
in  unneceflary  adjournments. 

The  miniffer  faid,  that  he  could 
have  no  wifh  with  refpeCt  to  himfelf, 
fora  long  adjournment ;  fince,  whe¬ 
ther  the  houfe  wero  adjourned,  or 

not. 
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not,  he  could  not  be  far  diftant  from 
town  ;  but  he  thought  the  motion 
lor  adjournment  very  proper,  be- 
caufe  many  gentlemen  had  already 
gone  into  the  country,  under  the 
perfualion  that  the  houfe  was  to  be 
adjourned  ;  and  beeaufe  fome  relax¬ 
ation  from  buftnefs  was  ufual,  and 
even  neceffary. 

Mr,  Fox  aiked,  whether  the  mi- 
niftry  could  with  the  leaft  decency 
plead  in  favour  of  an  adjournment, 
under  the  prefen t  ignominious  and 
afflictive  fituation  of  affairs  ?  Could 
they  pretend,  that  it  was  either  po¬ 
litic  or  neceffary  to  adopt  this  mea- 
fure,  previously  to  the  inffitution  of 
an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  late 
rencounter  between  admiral  Kem- 
penfelt  and  the  French  commander  ? 
Of  all  the  examples  of  ignorance 
and  inattention,  fo  vilihle  through¬ 
out  the  management  and  conduct  of 
the  board  of  admiralty,  not  one  was 
more  Shameful,  or  more  detrimental 
to  the  country,  than  their  expofure 
of  a  gallant  officer  and  his  fleet  to 
perils,  from  which  it  was  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  efcape.  The  incapacity 
of  the  iirft  lord  of  the  admiralty 
could  not  ftand  forward  in  a  more 
criminal  and  glaring  point  of  view, 
than  that  arifmg  from  the  refult  of 
the  fervice  in  which  admiral  Kem- 
penfelt  >vas  engaged.  It  might  be 
admitted,  that  the  enterprize  was  a 
judicious  one  ;  and  that  the  princi¬ 
ple  and  the  exigency  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  .were  fufficient  justifications 
of  it,  although  admiral  Kempenfelt 
had  gone  out  with  even  a  Smaller 
force,  provided  the  admiralty  board 
could  bring  convincing  evidence  of 
the  impossibility  of  Sparing  more 
Ships.  But  this  could  not  be  done  : 
and  as  it  had  been  univerfally 
known,  that  the  French  would  fend 
put  a  large  Squadron,  as  the  convoy 
to  a  rich  and  numerous  fleet  of 
t ran  Spans,  defigped  for.  lucjh  inn 
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portant  purpofes,  it  was  highly  cri* 
minal  in  the  board  of  admiralty  not 
to  employ  a  larger  and  more  formid¬ 
able  armament  to  intercept  them. 
As  to  admiral  Kempenfelt,  there 
was  no  ground  whatever  for  throw¬ 
ing  the  flighted:  imputation  upon  his 
honour,  gallantry,  or  conduct.  FJe 
was  an  officer  of  great  naval  fkillT 
judgment,  and  refolution  ;  and,  con* 
fidering  the  circumftances  of  the  ac¬ 
tion,  and  the  exceeding  great  infe¬ 
riority  of  his  force,  had  executed 
his  duty  to  the  utmoft.  But  the  dis¬ 
graces  of  the  British  flag  called  upon 
the  houfe  to  go  into  an  inquiry  into 
the  management  of  the  navy.  The 
banishment  of  fo  many  brave  and 
experienced  officers,  the  inferiority 
ot  our  fleets  in  every  corner  of  the 
world,  the  lofs  of  fo  many  of  out 
Weil  India  iflands,  and  the  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  the  reft,  the  divisions 
and  diftrabHons  in  the  navy,  and  the, 
injuries  and  complaints  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  thefe  were  all  proper  fubjehls 
of  parliamentary  inveftigation.  In 
the  management  of  the  marine  de¬ 
partment,  there  had  been  fo  many 
inrtances  of  incapacity,  ignorance, 
or  treachery,  that  it  was  indifpenf- 
ably  neceffary  for  that  houfe  to  make 
immediate  application  to  the  crown, 
to  remove  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  from  his  ftation,  for  which 
he  had  been  proved  fo  utterly  unfit, 
by  a  variety  of  errors  and  calami¬ 
ties.  If  the  minifter  Should  attempt 
to  flop  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  he  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  an  accomplice  in 
his  guilt nor  could  any  thing  jufti- 
fy  attempt's,  by  whom  Soever  made, 
to  Shield  the  bafeft  criminality  from 
detection  and  from  punishment. 
With  regard  to  the  motion  of  ad  ¬ 
journment,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
the  majority  Should  feel  an  ea 
wiSh  to  carry  it.  The  talk,  to  whi 
they  were  condemned  in  that  hoc 
I)  3  in  u  li 
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mull  be  extremely  painful  to  any 
mind  endued  with  the  lead:  fallibi¬ 
lity.  They  were  called  upon  to 
vote  in  fupport  of  meafures,  which 
their  coniciences  difapproved,  and 
which  they  could  not  do  but  with 
regret  and  felf-reproaeh.  Their  vi¬ 
olent  regard  for  long  adjournments 
could,  therefore,  be  no  fubjeCt  of 
aftonifliment :  but  thole  who  vvilhed 
to  do  their  duty  to  their  country, 
mull  be  unwilling  to  negleCt  the 
public  buiinefs,  at  a  period  of  fo 
much  calamity  and  danger. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he  had 
not  the  lead  delire  to  prevent  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty ;  and  he  could 
add  farther,  that  Lord  Sandwich 
himfelf,  confcious  of  having  dif- 
charged  his  duty,  was  anxious  for  a 
full  inveftigaficn  of  every  particular 
relative  to  his  official  conduCl.  Af¬ 
ter  a  fair,  candid,  and  impartial  in¬ 
quiry,  it  would  fully  appear,  that 
the  firfl  lord  of  the  admiralty  had 
not  merited  that  load  of  obloquy, 
and  of  abufe,  which  had  been  fo  li¬ 
berally  heaped  upon  him. 

Lord  Mulgrave  defended  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  board  of  admiralty  ; 
and  afierted,  that  there  had  been  no 
official  negleCl  whatever  with  refpeCl 
to  the  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Kempenfelt.  On  the 
contrary,  great  exertions  had  been 
made  j  and,  whenever  the  truth 
came  out,  it  would  be  found,  that 
from  the  time  the  orders  of  govern¬ 
ment  were  fent  to  the  admiralty- 
office,  not  a  moment  was  loll  in 
getting  ready  the  fliips  intended  for 
that  fervice.  Nor  could  more  fliips 
be  fpared  for  the  expedition  under 
admiral  Kempenfelt,  becaufe  they 
were  wanted  for  other  fervices,  and 
particularly  to  go  to  the  Well  Indies 
under  admiral  Rodney,  who  was  at 
that  time  preparing  to  fail.  As  to 
the  noble  lord  who  prefided  at  the 


board  of  admiralty,  a  more  induf- 
trious,  indefatigable,  zealous,  and 
a&ive  man,  had  never  been  invelied 
with  that  office  ;  an  inquiry,  there¬ 
fore,  into  his  lordlhip’s  conduCl,  mull: 
redound  greatly  to  his  honour. 

Mr.  Bamber  Gafcoyne  alfo  vin¬ 
dicated  the  board  of  admiralty  ;  and 
obferved,  that  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  there  had  been  a 
liecefiity  for  fending  a  fleet  into  the 
North  Seas,  for  the  prote&ion  of  our 
homeward-bound  fleet,  and  for  the 
obftruction  of  the  Dutch  from  fup- 
plying  themfelves,  and  their  allies, 
with  naval  flores.  This  fervice  had 
been  effectually  performed,  though 
not  without  damage  to  our  fleet. 
The  fame  meafure  being  to  be  pur- 
fued,  the  fame  fleet  was  refitted, 
and  put  to  fea  with  the  utmoit  cele¬ 
rity  ;  and  as  a  large  fleet  was  juft 
arrived  from  thofe  feas  in  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  confiding  of  near  a  hundred 
fliips,  and  almofi:  an  equal  number 
expedited  daily  with  convoy,  it  was 
thought  abfoiutely  neceffary  to  have 
a  fleet  in  the  Downs,  as  well  as  a 
light  fquadron  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Texel,  to  watch  the  operations  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  proteCl  a  fleet  of 
fuch  importance  fo  the  naval  arma* 
ment  of  Great  Britain  :  and  the  ex¬ 
ertions  for  this  purpofe  had  never 
been  exceeded.  As  to  the  fleet  un¬ 
der  admiral  Kempenfelt,  it  had  look¬ 
ed  the  great  naval  force  of  France 
in  the  face  for  three  fucceffive  days, 
and  cut  off  a  very  large  and  impor- 
tant  part  of  their  convoy. 

After  fome  farther  debate,  the 
motion  of  Sir  Grey  Cooper  was  car¬ 
ried  without  a  divilion.  Mr.  Burke 
then  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  Mr.  Laurens,  under  the 
title  of  44  the  Reprefentation  and 
44  Prayer  of  Henry  Laurens,  a  na- 
44  tive  of  South  Carolina,  fome  time 
44  recognized  by  the  Britifli  com. 
u  miffio tiers  it;  America,  by  the 
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«<  flyle  and  title  of  his  excellency 
44  Henry  Laurens,  Prefident  of  Con- 
“  grefs,  now  a  dole  prifoner  in  the 
44  Tower  of  London 

The  petition  being  read  by  the 
clerk,  the  mini  her  difputed  the  truth 
of  the  affertions  it  contained  :  but 
Mr.  Burke  pledged  hitnfelf  to  prove 
every  allegation  comprehended  in  it. 
Mr.  Mansfield,  the  folicitor-gene- 
ral,  aflerted,  that  the  commitment 
of  Mr.  Laurens  was  not  only  law¬ 
ful,  but,  from  a  variety  of  confider- 
ations,  particularly  requifite ;  that 
the  miniftry  had  acted  with  much 
propriety,  when  they  treated  him  as 


Si' 

a  llate-prifoner ;  and  that,  by  re¬ 
garding  him  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
rhey  mult,  indirectly,  have  proved 
the  inftruments  of  reftoring  him  to 
liberty,  and  of  enabling  him  to  ac- 
complifh  thofe  pernicious  projects, 
which  were  entirely  defeated  by  his 
confinement  in  the  Tower.  The 
whole  procedure,  therefore,  upon 
this  occafion,  was  legal,  juft,  and 
politic ;  nor  was  it  neceffarv  to  in¬ 
troduce  any  annual  aft,  in  order  to 
afford  a  fandion  to  the  continuance 
of  his  detention.  The  houie  then 
adjourned  to  the  22 d  of  January, 
1782. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Affairs  of  Ireland.  Exertions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Kingdom  to  pro* 
cure  important  conjiiiutional  Reformations ,  and  to  affert  the  Independence 
of  their  oven  Parliament  on  that  of  Great  Britain,  Meeting  at  Dun • 
gannon ,  of  the  Representatives  o  f  the  Volunteers  of  the  Province  of  Uljler, 
Refolutions  of  that  Meeting,  Motion  made  by  Mr,  Grattan ,  in  the  Irijh 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  for  prefentivg  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty ,  declaratory 
of  the  Independence  of  the  Irijh  Parliament,  Phe  Motion  rejeHed.  A J'e- 
cond  Attempt  made  by  Mr*  Grattan ,  to  procure  a  Parliamentary  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Rights ,  crowned  veith  Succefs.  Liberal  Grant  of  the  drift  Par¬ 
liament  to  that  Gentleman  for  his  public  Services >  Laves faffed  in  Favour 
of  the  Roman  Catholics . 


WE  have  feen,  in  the  former 
volumes  of  our  work,  that 
the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  volun¬ 
teer  affbeiations  of  Ireland,  had  oc- 
cafioned  a  juft  attention  to  be  paid 
to  the  grievances  of  that  kingdom  ; 
that  fome  liberal  laws  in  favour  of 
the  Irifh  trade  and  commerce  were 
paired  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  that  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  alter  having  armed  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country  again  ft  fo¬ 
reign  enemies,  wifely  refolved  to  de¬ 
liver  themfelves  from  domeftic  evils, 


from  every  fpecies  of  nvinifferial  op- 
preffion,  and  to  obtain  fome  im¬ 
portant  conftitutional  reformations. 
They  even  determined  to  affert  the 
independency  of  their  own  parlia¬ 
ment  on  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
they  repeatedly  declared,  in  public 
meetings,  that  no  parliament,  but 
the  parliament,  of  Ireland,  was  com¬ 
petent  to  make  laws  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  kingdom. 

On  the  1 3th  of  November,  1781, 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  Irifh  houfe 
of  commons,  by  Mr.  Grattan,  for 
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leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain, 
amend,  and  limit  the  rautiny-a£t ; 
but  this  motion  was  readied  by  a 
large  majority.  The  following  month 
a  ftmilar  motion  was  made  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  by  lord  Arran  ;  but 
that  motion  was  aifo  rejected  ;  and  a 
very  fpirited  proteft  was  entered 
againft  the  rejection,  figned  by  fix 
peers.  It  was,  indeed,  manifeft, 
that  Inch  methods  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  to  influence  the  Irifh  parliament, 
that  they  were  not  fincereiy  difpofed 
to  promote  thofe  conftitutional  re¬ 
formations,  which  the  public  at 
large  were  fo  anxious  to  obtain-.  In 
confequence  of  this  conduct  of  the 
parliament,  the  volunteer  aflcciations 
thought  it  necefiary  to  give  the  moft 
decilive  evidence,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  not  to  be  trifled  with 
by  thofe  who  pretended  to  be  their 
representatives.  Accordingly  at  a 
meeting  of  the  reprefentatives  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  corps  of  vo¬ 
lunteers,  of  the  province  of  Ulfter, 
held-at  Dungannon,  on  the  i  $th  of 
February,  1782,  it  was  refolved, 
that  a  claim  of  any  body  of  men, 
other  than  the  king,  lords,  and  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland,  to  make  law?  to 
bind  that  kingdom,  was  unconftitu- 
tional,  illegal,  and  a  grievance ; 
that  the  powers  exereifed  by  the 
privy-councils  of  both  kingdoms,  un  ¬ 
der  colour  or  pretence  of  the  law  of 
Poynings,  were  unconflitutiona],  and 
a  grievance;  that  a  mutiny-bill,  not 
limited,  in  point  of  duration,  from 
feflion  to  feflion,  was  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  a  grievance ;  and  that 
the  ports  of  that  country  were,  by 
right,  open  to  all  foreign  countries, 
not  at  war  with  the  kinv  ;  and  that 
any  burthen  thereupon,  or  ob¬ 
it  ruction  thereto,  lave  only  by  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  was  unconfti- 
tutipnal,  illegal,  and  a  ■  grievance. 
It  having  been  aliened,  that  volun¬ 
teers,  as  fugh,  could  not,  with  pro¬ 


priety,  debate,  or  pttblifh  their  opi¬ 
nions  on  political  fubjedfs,  or  on 
the  condudt  of  parliament,  or  par¬ 
liament-men,  they  refolved,  that  a 
citizen,  by  learning  the  ufe  of  arms,, 
did  not  abandon  any  of  his  civil 
rights ;  and  they  declared,  that  it 
was  their  decided  and  unalterable 
determination,  to  feek  a  redrefs  of 
the  public  grievances,  and  to  ufe 
all  conftitutional  means  to  make  fuch 
their  purfuit  of  redrefs  fpeedy  and 
effectual.  They  knew,  they  Did, 
their  duty  to  their  fovereign,  and  were 
loyal ;  but  they  knew  themfelves,  and 
were  refolved  to  be  free.  They  fought 
for  their  rights,  and  no  more  than 
their  rights  ;  and,  in  fo  juft  a  pur¬ 
fuit,  they  fhould  doubt  the  being  of 
a  Providence,  if  they  doubted  of 
fuccefs. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  at  this  meeting,  alfo  thought 
proper  to  bear  their  teftimony  in 
favour  of  the  raoft  liberal  religious 
toleration.  They  declared,  that 
they  held  the  right  of  private  judg¬ 
ment,  in  matters  of  religion,  to  be 
equally  facred  in  others,  as  in  them¬ 
felves  ;  and,  therefore,  that  as  men, 
and  as  Iriflimen,  as  Chriftians,  and 
as  Proteftants,  they  rejoiced  in  the 
relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  againft 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-fub- 
jedis  ;  and  that  they  conceived  the 
meafure  to  be  fraught  with  the  hap- 
pieft  confequences  to  the  union  and 
profperity  of  the  inhabitants  ot  Ire¬ 
land. 

One  of  the  moft  firm,  vigorous, 
and  eloquent  afiertors  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land,  was  Mr.  Grattan;  who  had 
before  exerted  himfelf  in  oppofition 
to  the  perpetual  mutiny-bill.  That 
gentleman,  a  few  days  after  the 
meeting  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
volunteers  was  held  at  Dungannon, 
moved,  in  the  Irifh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  a  long  and  fpirited  addrefs  to 
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his  majefty,  declarative  of  the  rights 
of  Ireland,  and  aiferting,  that  no 
other  power  but  the  king*,  with  the 
lords  and  commons  ot  Ireland,  were 
competent  to  make  laws  for  Ire¬ 
land,  though  the  Britifh  parliament 
had  affumed  fuch  a  power.  This 
motion,  after  a  long  debate,  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  large  majority. 

This  repul fe  did  not  prevent  Mr. 
G  rattan  from  continuing  to  urge  his 
countrymen,  with  the  utmoft  ardour, 
not  to  deiiftfrom  their  attempts,  till 
they  had  obtained  the  object  of  their 
purfuit.  Accordingly,  on  the  1 6th 
of  April  following,  he  again  moved 
a  declaration  of  rights,  under  the 
form  of  an  addrefs  to  the  throne.  In 
ills  fpeech  on  this  occ.afion,  he  pro¬ 
nounced  an  animated  panegyric  on 
the  volunteers,  and  the  late  conduct 
of  the  Irifh  nation.  He  remem¬ 
bered  Ireland,  he  laid,  when  lhe 
was  a  child  ;  he  had  beheld  her 
progrefs  from  injuries  to  arms,  and 
from  arms  to  liberty.  The  Irifh 
were  no  longer  afraid  of  the  French, 
nor  of  any  kingdom,  nor  of  any  mi- 
niller  :  no  longer  a  divided  colony, 
but  an  united  land,  manifefting  it- 
felf  to  the  reft  of  the  world  in  fignal 
in  fiances  cf  glory.  If  men  turned 
their  eyes  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  they 
found  the  ancient  fpirit  expired  ;  li¬ 
berty  yielded,  or  empire  loft  ;  na¬ 
tions  living  upon  the  memory  of 
pall  glory,  and  under  the  care  of 
mercenary  armies.  But  in  Ireland, 
the  inhabitants  had  departed  from 
the  example  of  other  nations,  and 
had  become  an  example  to  them. 
They  had  exceeded  modern,  and 
equalled  ancient  Europe.  Liberty, 
in  former  times,  and  in  other  na¬ 
tions,  was  recovered  by  the  quick 
feelings,  and  rapid  impulfe  of  the 
populace ;  but  in  Ireland,  at  the 
prefent  period,  it  was  recovered  by 
an  act  of  the  whole  nation,  reafon- 
for  three  years  on  her  fitvmtion, 


and  then  refcuing  herfelf  by  a  fettled 
lenfe  of  right  pervading  the  land. 
The  meeting  of  the  military  dele¬ 
gates  at  Dungannon  was  a  great 
event  ;  it  was  an  original  meafure  ; 
and,  like  all  original  measures,  mat¬ 
ter  of  furprize,  until  it  became  mat¬ 
ter  of  admiration.  The  Englifli 
convention  parliament  was  not  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things,  nor  was 
the  manner  of  obtaining  the  great 
charter.  The  barons  met  king  John, 
not  in  parliament,  but  in  the  field, 
and  were  in  array  when  they  formed 
the  bans  of  Englifli  freedom.  Great 
meafures  fuch  as  thefe,  the  meeting 
of  the  Englifh  at  Runny  Mead,  and 
the  meeting  of  the  Irifh  at  Dungan¬ 
non,  were  original  tranfadfions,  not 
flowing  from  precedent,  but  con¬ 
taining  in  themfelves  precedent  and 
principle.  All  the  great  conftitu- 
tional  queftions  had  been  loft,  and 
the  public  caufe  had  been  loft,  if 
they  had  depended  only  on  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  they  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  people,  and  by  the  people 
would  be  preferved.  The  meeting 
at  Dungannon  had  refolved,  that 
the  claim  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
to  bind  Ireland  was  illegal  ;  and  this 
was  a  conftitutional  declaration.  The 
Irifh  volunteers  were  affociated  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  laws  ;  but 
the  claims  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
were  the  fubverfion  of  all  law.  The 
Irifh  volunteers  had  fupported  the 
rights  of  the  Irifh.  parliament,  againft 
thofe  temporary  truftees  who  would 
have  relinquished  them.  It  fnouldat 
the  fame  time  be  obferved,  that  Eng¬ 
land  had  no  reafon  to  fear  the  Irifh 
volunteers.  They  would  die  for  Eng¬ 
land,  and  her  majeftic  race  of  men. 
Allied  by  liberty,  as  well  as  by  al¬ 
legiance,  the  two  nations  formed  a 
conftitutional  confederacy.  The  per¬ 
petual  annexation  of  the  crown  was 
one  great  bond,  but  Magna  Charta 
\ya&  a  greater  bond.  It  would  be 
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eafy  to  find  a’  king,  but  impoffible 
for  the  Irifh  to  find  a  nation  who 
could  communicate  to  them  a  great 
charter,  lave  only  England  ;  and  it 
was  this  which  made  England  their 
natural  connection.  Ireland  was 
planted  by  Britifh  privileges,  as  well 
as  bv  Britifh  men  :  it  was  a  con- 
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neftion,  not,  as  had  been  falfely  af¬ 
fected,  by  conqueft,  but  by  charter. 
Every  true  Irilhman  would  lay,  Li¬ 
berty  with  England,  but  at  all  events 
liberty.  Thole,  therefore,  who 
would  make  the  connexion  quadrate 
with  the  fixed  paffion  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  contended  for  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  unity  of  empire. 
The  Irifh  nation  were  too  high  in 
pride,  character,  and  power,  to  buf¬ 
fer  any  other  nation  to  claim  aright 
to  make  their  laws.  England  had, 
indeed,  brought  forward  the  quef- 
tion,  not  only  by  making  laws  for 
Ireland  the  preceding  feffion,  but 
by  enabling  his  majefty  to  repeal  all 
the  laws  which  England  had  made 
for  America.  Had  fire  confented  to 
repeal  the  declaratory  act  againft 
America,  and  would  (lie  retain  the 
declaratory  aCt  againft  Ireland?  Was 
file  ready  to  acknowledge  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  America,  and  would 
file  not  acknowledge  the  liberty  of 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Ireland  ? 
But  if  Great  Britain  were  capable  of 
refit  ft  ng  to  repeal  the  declaratory  aCt 
againft  Ireland,  after  file  had  enabled 
his  majefty  to  repeal  that  which  was 
made  againft  America,  if  file  were 
capable  df  impofing  that  diftinftion, 
the  Irifli  nation  was  incapable  of 
fubmitting  to  it. 

After  fome  debate,  Mr.  Grattan’s 
motion  w'as  agreed  to,  without  a  di- 
vifion,  in  the  very  fame  feffion  in 
which  a  majority  of  that  houfe  had 
before  voted  againft  any  fuch  mea- 
fure  ;  fo  much  urere  the  Irifli  par¬ 
liament  enlightened,  by  the  fpirit 
winch  the  people  at  large  exhibited, 


and  by  the  various  public" refolutions 
of  the  armed  affociations.  In  thead- 
drefs,  which  was  agreed  to  on  this 
occafton,  it  was  declared,  that  his 
majefty’s  fubjefts  of  Ireland  were  a 
free  people  ;  that  the  crown  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  an  imperial  crown,  infepa- 
rably  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  on  which  connection  the 
intereft  and  happinefs  of  both  na¬ 
tions  effentially  depend;  but  that 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  a  diftinft 
kingdom,  with  a  parliament  of  her 
own,  the  foie  legiftature  thereof ; 
that  there  was  no  body  of  men  com¬ 
petent  to  make  laws  to  bind  that  na¬ 
tion,  except  the  king,  lords,  and 
commons  of  Ireland  ;  nor  any  other 
parliament,  which  had  any  autho¬ 
rity  or  power  of  any  fort  whatever 
in  that  country,  fave  only  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland.  They  allured 
his  majefty,  that  they  humbly  con¬ 
ceived  that  in  this  right  the  verv 
offence  of  their  liberty  exifted  :  it 
was  a  right  which  they,  on  the  pair 
of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  claimed 
as  their  birth-right,  and  which  they 
could  not  yield  "but  with  their  lives. 
They  declared,  that  they  confidered 
the  claims  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  aft  palled  for 
the  better  fecuring  the  dependency 
of  Ireland,  to  be  irreconcileable  to 
the  fundamental  rights  of  that  na¬ 
tion,  and  a  great  and  principal  caufe 
of  the  difeontents  and  jealouftes  in 
that  kingdom.  Among  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  Ireland,  they  likeivife  men¬ 
tioned,  the  perpetual  mutiny-aft, 
and  the  praftice  of  fuppreffing  their 
bills  in  the  council  of  Ireland,  or 
altering  the  fame  any  where.  They 
remained,  they  faid,  in  humble  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  redrefs  of  thefe  griev¬ 
ances  ;  and  they  added,  that  they 
had  a  high  fenfe  and  veneration  for 
the  Britifh  character,  and,  therefore 
conceived,  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  foupded  as 
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they  were  in  right,  and  tempered  by- 
duty,  muftjhave  excited  the  appro- 
bation  and  eitcem,  inflead  of  wound¬ 
ing  the  pride  of  the  Eritiili  nation  ; 
and  they  were  the  more  confirmed 
in  that  hope,  inafmuch  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  kingdom  had  never  ex- 
preifed  a  defire  to  fhare  the  freedom 
of  England,  without  declaring  a  de¬ 
termination  to  fhare  her  fate  like- 
wife,  Handing  and  falling  with  the 
Britifh  nation. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  Irifh 
parliament,  and  this  affertion  of  their 
independency,  occafioned  the  utmofl 
joy  and  exultation  in  that  country  ; 
and  fo  high  was  the  public  opinion 
of  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Grattan,  that 
the  parliament  voted  a  grant  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  for  purchafing  an 
efate  for  that  gentleman,  and  build¬ 
ing  him  a  manlion  :  a  far  more  ho- 
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nourable  reward,  than  any  thing  of 
a  iimilar  nature  could  have  been* 
which  had  proceeded  only  from  the 
influence  of  a  minifler,  or  the  will 
and  pleafure  of  a  prince. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  'civil 
liberty  of  Ireland  was  fo  much  en¬ 
larged,  the  principles  of  religious 
toleration  began  to  be  generally  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  and  this  circumfhmce  great¬ 
ly  contributed  to  unite  them  in  the 
fupport  of  their  common  rights. 
A6ts  were  pafTed  this  feilion  in  the 
Irifh  parliament,  by  which  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  were  delivered  from 
various  legal  penalties  and  difabili- 
ties,  by  which  they  were  enabled 
to  poffefs  landed  property,  allowed 
a  free  toleration  of  their  religious 
worfhip,  and  refcued  from  the  re¬ 
frain  ts  that  had  been  laid  upon  the 
education  of  their  children. 
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THE  diflatlsfadHon  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Holland,  at  the  con¬ 
duct  of  duke  Lewis  of  Brunfwick 
Wolfenbuttle,  field-marfhal  of  that 
republic,  and  fome  public  proceed¬ 
ings  thereupon,  have  already  been 
noticed  in  our  preceding  volume. 
‘The  placards,  which  were  pub  lifted 


to  prevent  all  pafquinades,  or  libels 
again!!  him,  were  far  from  producing 
their  intended  effedt.  Nevtf  attacks 
hill  appeared  from  the  prefs,  and 
new  placards  were  iffued  to  refrain 
them,  and  to  prohibit  their  publica¬ 
tion.  But  truth  will  force  its  way, 
notwkhftanding  all  the  efforts  of 
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power  and  of  authority.  Nor  were 
the  attempts  to  filence  and  to  fup- 
prefs  the  accufations  againft  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  confidered  by  impar¬ 
tial  men  as  affording  any  evidence  of 
his  innocence.  That  the  affairs  of  the 
republic  were  ill-managed,  and  its 
marine  fnamefully  negle&ed,  was 
iufficiently  apparent  to  all  Europe  ; 
and  it  was  not  eaiy  to  conceive,  that 
this  rnifmanaoementj  could  exift, 
without  fome  criminality  on  the  part 
of  tbofe  to  w  hom  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  were  entrufled.  In  a 
fpeech  made  in  the  affembly  of  the 
hates  of  Guelderland,  on  the  3d  of 
November,  i  7 8  r ,  by  baron  Vander 
Capellen,  lord  of  Marfch,  a  very 
fpirited,  eloquent,  and  enlightened 
fenator,  he  obferved,  that  it  was 
highly  proper  that  the  Dutch  nation, 
though  remarkable  for  their  pati¬ 
ence,  fhould  require  an  account  from 
their  adminiftration  of  the  caufes  of 
the  bad  Hate  of  their  affairs.  Dif- 
content  and  miffruft,  faid  he,  pre¬ 
vail  univerfally  ;  and  who  can  re- 
main  without  apprehenfion  of  the 
confequences  likely  to  refult  from  a 
general  diflfansfadtion  ?  Do  we  not 
hear  it  remarked,  from  the  higheft 
to  the  loweil,  how  unfortunate  it  is, 
that  after  having  paid,  for  feveral 
fucceffive  years,  exorbitant  fums  for 
the  building  of  ihips,  our  marine 
fhould  not  be  put  upon  a  proper 
footing  to  protect  our  trade  and  na- 
yigation  ;  and  that  commonly  our 
naval  forces  have  been  either  too 
far  afunder,  or  too  weak  to  make 
head  again ff  the  enemy  ;  from  which 
has  arifen  the  mod  fatal  confe- 
quences  ?  Has  not  the  bulk  of  the 
nation  a  right  to  complain,  that  the 
protection  has  been  refufed,  which 
alone  could  iecure  luch  an  exteniive 
trade,  as  has  been  authorized  by 
treaties  ?  We  have  been  promifed, 
indeed,  that  an  inquiry  would  be 
made  concerning  the  caufes  of  the 


exceffive  fupinenefs  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,  in  protecting  the  country  a- 
gain  ft  an  enemy  equally  vigilant  and 
formidable  ;  but  has  this  promife 
been  duly  fulfilled  ?  Are  we  now 
making  the  neceflary  preparations  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  a  more  decifive 
manner,  and  with  becoming  fpirit  ? 
Do  we  properly  oppofe  the  intrigues 
of  Great  Britain,  both  abroad,  and 
in  the  very  heart  of  our  own  coun¬ 
try  ?  But,  to  fpeak  with  more  clear- 
nefs  and  precifton,  are  not  all  the 
United  Provinces  unanimous,  in  at¬ 
tributing  the  principal  caufe  of  our 
difafters  and  misfortunes,  to  that 
conftant  influence  which  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  field-marfhal  of  this  ftate, 
has  ever  preferved  over  the  mind  of 
the  prince-ftadtholder  ?  Does  not  the 
whole  nation  infill  daily  more  and 
more  on  his  being  removed  ?  Are 
not  the  averfion  and  hatred,  which 
the  people  at  large  bear  to  him, 
wound  up  to  luch  a  pitch,  as  to 
make  it  equally  prudent  and  poli¬ 
tical  for  government,  to  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  the  people  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  the  faid  duke  has  not 
cleared  himfelf  to  the  nation  of  the 
charges  exhibited  againft  him,  by 
feveral  eminent  members  of  the 
union  ?  Can  the  nation  at  large  reft 
fatisfied,  with  that  kind  of  abfolu- 
tion  which  has  been  granted  him  by 
their  high  mightineffes,  in  fo  vague 
and  indefinite  a  manner  ?  Indeed, 
fince  the  duke  himfelf,  who  is  thought 
a  profound  politician,  may  eaflly 
conceive  that  his  prefence  is  far  from 
being  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  it  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  furprize  that  this  prince,  after 
the  example  of  other  ftatefmen,  has 
not  long  ago,  by  withdrawing  from 
the  republic,  fulfilled  the  unanimous 
wifh  of  the  people. 

The  baron  alio  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended,  in  this  fpee  h,  the  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  ftequifitmn  from  the 
French  king  of  a  loan  of  five  mil- 
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lions  of  fibrins  ;  and  he  like  wife 
urged  the  neceffity  of  entering  into 
a  treaty  with  the  thirteen  United 
Stares  of  America.  A  mean  con- 
defcenlion,  faid  he,  a  fawning  com¬ 
pliance  to  England,  ought  no  longer 
to  prevent  us  from  acknowledging 
the  independence  of  a  republic, 
which,  atter  our  own  glorious  ex¬ 
ample,  has  acquired  its  freedom  by 
arms,  and  is  daily  driving  to  fhake 
off  entirely  the  galling  yoke  of  our 
common  enemy.  Where  is  the  ob- 
ftacle  which  can  oppofe  our  entering 
into  a  treaty  of  the  drifted  amity, 
with  thofe  powerful  and  virtuous 
men,  who  certainly  refpeft  us  above 
all  other  nations,  and  have  given  us 
proofs  of  their  friendfhip  ?  How 
widely  do  we  differ  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  from  our  anceftors,  who,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  neceffity  they  were 
under,  of  aiding  in  conjunction  with 
the  foes  of  their  foes,  fil'd  joined 
iffue  with  the  Portuguefe,  when  they 
fhook  off  the  Spanifh  yoke  ?  Who 
does,  not  fee  at  once,  that  the  en¬ 
tering  into  an  union,  fo  evidently  ne- 
ceflary,  with  the  foes  of  our  foes, 
would  foon  reft  rain  the  fury  of  our 
enemies,  and  would  accelerate  the 
-conclufton  of  a  general  peace,  upon 
lafting  and  honourable  terms  ? 

The  general  diffatis faction,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
continued  to  increafe  in  every  part 
of  Holland  ;  fo  that  the  deputies  of 
Friezeland,  on  the  iith  of  March, 
1782,  in  a  letter  to  the  ftadtholder, 
expreffied  themfclves  to  the  following 
purpofe  :  <c  It  is  notorious  to  every 
member  of  the  date,  that,  in  the 
prefent  crifis  of  the  republic,  there 
prevails  amongft  all  orders  of  citi¬ 
zens,  an  univerfal  mi  draft  and  dif- 
content  refperiting  the  manner  in 
which  the  affairs  of  the  nation  have 
been  hitherto  conducted,  efpecially 
in  regard  to  We  navy  department. 
The  delays  this  has  experienced,  and 
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the  infignificant  protection  afforded 
to  trade,  previouily  and  confequent 
to  the  declaration  of  war  made  by 
the  court  of  England,  have  daily 
increaled  this  miftruft  and  difcon- 
tent.  Hence  has  proceeded  an  al- 
moft  univerfal  deteftation  againft  the 
perfon  and  adminidration  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  who,  being  looked 
upon  as  the  advifer  of  your  ferene 
highnefs,  is  conddered  as  the  caufe 
of  fuch  delays,  and  of  the  mal-ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs.  From  fuch 
'difpofitions  of  the  true  citizens,  the 
word  confequences  may  be  appre¬ 
hended  ;  and  fuch  as  are  every  way- 
prejudicial  to  public  tranquillity,  and 
the  lawful  condituticn  oi  this  repub¬ 
lic.  We,  therefore,  cannot  refrain 
from  intreating,  in  the  mod  triendly, 
but  earned  manner,  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  perfuade  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  not  to  meddle  with  the 
affairs  of  the  republic,  but  to  with¬ 
draw  himfelf  from  its  territories. ” 
The  ftadtholder  returned  an  anlVer, 
containing  general  affertions,  that 
the  d  uke  was  innocent  of  the  charges 
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brought  againft  him. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1781,  a 
memorial  was  p relented  to  the  States- 
General,  b)r  John  Adams,  elq.  as 
minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 
In  th  is  ftate-paper,  he  vindicated  the 
American  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dency,  and  affured  their  high  migh- 
t  incites  of  the  unalterable  refolutioa 
of  the  United  States  to  abide  there¬ 
by.  He  reprefented  it  as  the  intered 
of  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and 
efpecially  of  the  ftates-general,  to 
maintain  the  independence  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  he  pointed  out  the  political 
and  natural  grounds  of  a  commer¬ 
cial  connexion  between  the  two  re¬ 
publics  ;  and  informed  their  high 
mightmeffes,  that  he  was  inverted 
with  full  powers  from  the  cong'reis, 
to  treat  with  them  for  the  reciprocal 
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benefit  of  both  countries.  He  ob- 
ferved  in  his  memorial,  that  the 
American  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dency  was  not  the  eifedt  of  any  hid¬ 
den  paihon  or  enthufiafm  ;  but  a 
meafure  which  had  been  long  in  de¬ 
liberation  among  the  people,  ma¬ 
turely  difcufied  in  fome  hundreds  of 
popular  affemblies,  and  by  public 
writings  in  all  the  hates.  It  was  a 
meafure  which  the  congrefs  did  not 
adopt,  until  they  had  received  the 
pofitive  inftrudtions  of  their  confti- 
tuents  in  all  the  hates.  It  was  then 
unanimoufly  adopted  by  the  con¬ 
grefs,  fubferibed  by  all  its  members, 
tranfmitted  to  the  affemblies  of  the 
feveral  hates,  and  by  them  refpcc- 
tively  accepted,  ratified,  and  record¬ 
ed  among  their  archives  :  fo  that  no 
decree,  editft,  hatute,  placard,  or 
fundamental  law  of  any  nation,  was 
ever  made  w’ith  more  folemnity,  or 
with  more  unanimity  or  cordiality 
adopted,  as  the  a6I  and  content  of 
the  whole  people,  than  this  decla¬ 
ration  of  independence.  And  it  had 
been  held  facred  to  that  day  by  every 
hate,  with  fuch  unfhaken  firmnefs, 
that  not  even  the  final leh  had  e\rer 
been  induced  to  depart  from  it  ;  al¬ 
though  the  Englifh  had  wafted  many 
millions,  and  vaft  fleets  and  armies, 
in  the  ineffectual  attempt  to  invali¬ 
date  it.  On  the  contrary,  each  of 
the  thirteen  ftates  had  inftituted  a 
form  of  government  for  itfelf,  under 
the  authority  of  the  people  ;  had 
elected  its  legiflative  in  the  feveral 
branches  ;  its  executive  authority 
with  all  its  offices;  its  judiciary  de¬ 
partments  and  judges  ;  its  army,  mi¬ 
litia,  revenue,  and  fome  of  them 
their  navy  :  and  all  thofe  depart¬ 
ments  of  government  had  been  re¬ 
gularly  and  conftitutionally  orga¬ 
nized,  under  the  alfociated  fuper- 
intendency  of  congrefs,  for  five 
years  paft ;  and  had  acquired  a  con- 
fiftency,  folidity,  and  activity,  equal 
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to  the  oldeft  and  moft  eftablifhe'd 
governments.  Mr.  Adams  farther 
remarked,  that  if  there  was  ever 
among  nations  a  natural  alliance, 
one  might  be  formed  between  the 
two  republics  of  Holland  and  Ame¬ 
rica.  There  were  no  two  nations, 
whofe  worfhip,  doiftrine,  and  difei- 
pline,  were  more  alike  than  thofe  of 
the  two  republics  ;  and  although 
their  conftitutions  of  government 
were  not  perfectly  alike,  there  was 
yet  analogy  enough  between  them 
to  make  a  connection  natural  and 
eafy.  The  originals  of  the  two  re¬ 
publics  were  alfo  fo  much  alike,  that 
the  hiftory  of  the  one  feemed  but  a 
tranfeript  from  that  of  the  other  : 
fo  that  every  Dutchman,  intruded 
in  the  fubjed,  muff;  pronounce  the 
American  revolution  juft  and  necef- 
fary,  or  pafs  a  cenfure  upon  the 
greateft  actions  of  his  immortal  an- 
ceftors  ;  actions  which  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  and  applauded  by  mankind, 
and  juftified  by  the  decilion  of  hea¬ 
ven. 

The  memorial  of  Mr.  Adams  was 
taken  by  the  States-general  ad  refe¬ 
rendum  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  that 
flownefs  of  deliberation,  which  pre¬ 
vails  in  the  councils  of  the  republic, 
no  fpeedy  anfvver  was  returned. 
Many  publications,  however,  ap¬ 
peared  in  favour  of  a  treaty  with 
America,  and  aflerting  the  neceffity 
of  acknowledging  its  independence. 
On  the  9th  of  January,  1782,  Mr. 
Adarrls  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the 
States-general,  referring  to  his  me¬ 
morial,  and  demanding  a  categorical 
anfwer.  The  ftates  of  the  feveral 
provinces  thereupon  took  the  matter 
into  immediate  deliberation  ;  and  in- 
ftructed  their  feveral  deputies  in  the 
States-general,  to  concur  in  the  ad- 
miffion  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  quality  of 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  U- 
nited  States  of  North  America.  This 
was  done  by  a  refolution,  palled  by 
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their  high  mightinefles  on  the  19th 
of  April  following  ;  and  on  the  2 2d 
of  the  fame  month,  Mr.  Adams  was 
admitted  accordingly,  with  all  the 
ufual  ceremonies. 

The  diifenfions  and  commotions 
at  Geneva,  of  which  we  have  for¬ 
merly  made  mention,  not  only  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe,  but  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  mod:  ruinous  eonle- 
quences  to  that  republic.  By  the 
original  conditution  of  Geneva,  the 
fove reign  power  of  the  date  was  in- 
veded  in  the  general  council,  which 
confided  of  all  the  citizens  and  bour¬ 
geois  affernbled  together :  but,  by 
degrees,  the  magidrates  and  fenate 
had  greatly  increafed  their  own  pow¬ 
er,  and  diminifhed  the  privileges  of 
the  people.  Repeated  complaints 
were  made  by  the  people,  that  the 
magidrates  had  exceeded  their  au- 
thority,  and  encroached  upon  their 
privileges.  The  fenate  occalionally 
impofed  taxes,  without  the  confent 
of  the  general  council ;  and  the  fe- 
verity,  with  which  the  magidrates 
and  fenate  fometimes  punidied  thofe 
who  had  oppofed  and  cenfured  their 
attempts  to  extend  the  bounds  of 
their  authority,  had  contributed  to 
increafe  the  number  of  malcontents. 
Such  a  date  of  things  naturally  qc- 
cadoned  frequent  conteds  :  and  to 
prevent  a  continuance  of  dilputes, 
the  democratical  party  required  a 
regular  code  of  laws,  which  fhould 
be  for  the  rulers  the  foundation  of 
their  authority,  and  for  the  people 
the  known  dandard  of  their  obe¬ 
dience.  Mutual  confidence  was  go¬ 
ing  to  red  upon  this  bads  of  public 
order  and  common  fecurity,  when, 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  aridocratic 
party,  this  falurary  project  was  de¬ 
feated.  The  magidrates  not  only 
employed  the  mod  unjudifiable  prac¬ 
tices  for  the  fupport  of  their  autho¬ 
rity,  and  made  the  mod  exaggerated 
peprefentations  of  the  oppofition 
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made  to  them  by  the  other  citizens ; 
but,  rather  than  have  their  authority 
abridged,  thev  endeavoured  to  make 
foreign  powers  interfere,  and  in  this 
fatal  meafure  were  unhappily  fuc- 
cefsful.  The  interference  of  the 
court  of  France,  and  the  two  arido¬ 
cratic  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Bern, 
greatly  increafed  the  troubles  of 
the  republic.  Thefe  mediators 
could  not  agree  ;  and  the  French 
king,  in  1781,  declared  that  he 
fhould  leave  to  the  cantons  of  Zu¬ 
rich  and  Bern,  the  care  of  reftot  ing 
peace  to  the  republic  of  Geneva. 
However,  in  May,  1782,  a  body 
of  12,000  troops,  belonging  to  the 
king  of  France,  the  Swifs  Cantos s, 
and  the  king  of  Sardinia,  formed 
the  blockade  of  that  city.  In  this 
date  of  things,  the  citizens  were  at 
length  obliged  to  admit  the  troops 
within  their  walls  ;  and  the  mediat¬ 
ing  powers  prepared  a  new  code  of 
laws  for  the  republic  of  Geneva, 
but  fo  little  confident  with  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people,  or  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  republic,  that  prodi¬ 
gious  numbers  of  the  citizens  im¬ 
mediately  refolved  to  quit  their 
country,  and  to  feek  lbme  other  re¬ 
gion  where  freedom  might  be  en¬ 
joyed.  Many  of  the  houfes  which 
have  been  abandoned  by  the  citi¬ 
zens,  are  converted  into  barracks 
for  foldiers ;  and  a  great  part  of 
Geneva,  once  fo  flourifhing,  now 
affords  little  better  than  the  dreary 
reprefentation  of  a  defart.  It  is  a  juft 
fubjedt  of  regret,  that  the  ambition 
of  fome  individuals,  who  aimed  at 
a  degree  of  power  to  which  they 
had  no  juft  claim,  fhould  have  thus 
put  a  period  to  the  profperity  of  a 
republic,  which  bad  been  the  abode 
of  1b  much  liberty  and  happinefs. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon,  who  had 
formerly  relided  at  Geneva,  made 
fome  attempts  to  intereft  the  Britifh 
minidry  in  the  fate  of  that  repub¬ 
lic  ; 
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lie;  and  on  the  ioth  of  June,  this 
year,  a  letter  was  fent  to  that  noble¬ 
man,  from  the  commiffaries  of  the 
citizens  and  reprefentative  burgeffes 
of  Geneva,  in  which  they  expreffed 
their  acknowledgments  to  him  for 
his  fervices,  and  their  fenfe  of  his 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty 
and  judice,  and  to  the  common 
rights  of  mankind.  They  alfo  be- 
fought  his  lordfhip,  to  continue  to 
watch  over  the  fituation  of  a  little 
flate,  whole  druggies  mud  prove  in- 
terefting  to  all  in  whom  the  fine 
feelings  of  humanity  were  not  total¬ 
ly  extinguilhed,  and  which  was  on 
the  point  of  being  facriiiced  to  the 
principles  of  defpotifm.  His  lord- 
fhip,  in  reply,  tedided  much  regret, 
that  his  applications  to  the  Britilh 
mini  dry  had  been  hitherto  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  that  there  was  too  much 
reafon  to  fear  they  would  continue 
to  be  ineffeddual.  This  he  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  prefent  iituation  of 
Gi  •eat  Britain,  rent  by  divifions  at 
home,  and  furrounded  by  enemies 
abroad.  There  was,  indeed,  a  time, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  when  the  fleets  of 
England  were  the  (peaking  trumpets 
of  judice  to  the  whole  world.  At 
that  period  their  grievances  would 
have  been  lidened  to,  and  their  re- 
drefs  would  have  been  certain.  But 
there  was  a  fad  reverfe  in  the  affairs 
of  Great  Britain ;  which  was  no 
longer  in  a  capacity  to  fpeak  to  the 
enemies  of  the  liberties  of  mankind 
in  its  wonted  tone  of  authority. 

Many  of  thofe  citizens  of  Gene¬ 
va,  who  had  refolved  to  quit  their 
country,  after  it  ceafed  to  be  a  free 
republic,  formed  a  defign  of  fixing 
their  refldence  in  Ireland,  where 
they  expedited  to  meet  with  a  fpirit 
of  liberty  congenial  to  their  own. 
Agents  were  accordingly  employed 
to  procure  them  fettle  merits  in  that 
kingdom,  where  they  met  with  the 
mod  liberal  encouragement  from  the 


government,  from  the  nobility,  and 
from  the  nation  at  large.  And  at 
an  affembly  of  the  delegates  of 
thirty-four  different  corps  of  volun¬ 
teers  of  the  province  of  Leinder,  it 
was  unanimoufly  refolved,  “  That 
the  virtuous  citizens  of  Geneva, 
who  widied  for  an  afylum  in  that 
kingdom  from  the  hand  of  tyranny 
and  oppredion,  deferved  their  high- 
ed  commendation  ;  and  that  fuch  of 
them  as  eftablidied  themfelves  a- 
mongft  them,  fhould  upon  every 
occafion  receive  their  utmod  atten¬ 
tion  and  fiippon.’’ 

In  Germany,  the  emperor  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  employed  in  promot¬ 
ing,  by  a  variety  of  falutary  re¬ 
formations,  the  intered  and  happi- 
nefs  of  his  fubjedds.  'Ey  new  regu¬ 
lations,  which  have  lately  taken 
place,  his  imperial  majedy  has  fup- 
preffed  ail  thofe  religious  orders  of 
both  fexes,  who  devote  themfelves 
entirely  to  a  contemplative  life,  and 
are  totally  ufelefs  to  fociety  ;  fuch 
as  the  Carthufians,  the  Camaldules, 
the  Hermits,  the  Benediidines,  the 
Bernardins,  the  Dominicans,  the 
Francifcans  of  different  claifes,  the 
Minims,  and  others.  The  female 
religious  orders  which  have  been 
fuppreffed,  are  thofe  not  employed 
in  the  education  of  young  perfons 
of  that  fex ;  namely,  the  nuns  of 
Mount  Carmel,  of  St.  Clare,  of  St. 
Francis,  and  others.  An  edimate 
has  been  taken  of  their  effedds,  arid 
penfions  granted  to  them,  provided 
they  do  not  quit  the  Andrian  do¬ 
minions.  It  is  faid,  that  above  fifty- 
three  ufelefs  convents  have  been  fup¬ 
preffed  in  Audria  only,  and  that: 
great  treafures  have  been  dilcovered. 
But  the  ordinances  of  the  emperor 
in  favour  of  religious  toleration  have 
met  with  fome  oppofition  from  the 
bigotry  of  his  popidi  fubjedds,  and 
particularly  from  the  dates  of  Bra¬ 
bant. 

It 
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It  was  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1782,  that  the  pope  fet  out  from 
Rome,  on  his  projected  vifit  to  the 
emperor  :  a  viht  which  his  imperial 
majefty,  from  his  regard  for  the 
pope’s  health,  would  willingly  have 
excufed  his  holinefs  from  the  trouble 
of  undertaking.  But  zeal  for  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  holy  catholic  church,  and  a 
delire  to  put  fome  flop  to  the  heretical 
innovations  of  the  emperor,  induced 
Pius  VL  to  encounter  all  the  fa¬ 
tigues  cf  this  journey.  Before  he 
left  Rome,  he  fupprefled  the  bull 
tibi  Papa  ubi  Roma ,  that  in  cafe  he 
ihould  die  before  his  return,  the 
conclave  might  be  held  at  Rome. 
His  holinefs  took  with  him  all  his 
pontifical  garments,  the  tiara,  and 
two  rich  mitres,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  officiate  pontincally  in  the 
cathedral  of  Vienna.  He  alfo  took 
with  him  eight  hundred  gold  me¬ 
dals,  ffiruck  on  purpofe,  to  be  pre- 
fented  at  different  places,  on  the  one 
fide  of  which  were  feprefented  the 
apoftles  St*  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and 
on  the  other  his  own  head.  He 
arrived  at  Vienna  on  the  2  2d  of 
March.  His  imperial  majefty,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  archduke  Maxi¬ 
milian,  went  to  meet  his  holinefs 
through  Neuffiadt  to  Neukirken, 
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where  the  firft  interview  took  place. 
.After  Haying  fome  time  at  the  mi¬ 
litary  academy  at  Neukirken,  the 
holy  father  went  in  a  coach  with  the 
emperor,  and  was  received  without 
the  lines  by  a  detachment  of  noble 
Hungarian  and  Galician  guards, 
who  efcorted  him  in  the  midft  of 
an  innumerable  concourfe  of  people 
of  all  ranks,  forming  a  line  to  the 
entrance  of  the  imperial  palace, 
where  his  holinefs  arrived  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  On  defcending  from  the 
coach,  the  holy  father  was  received 
by  the  apoftolic  nuncio,  the  minif- 
ters  of  Hate,  the  privy  counfellors, 
and  chamberlains  ;  and  conduced 
by  his  imperial  majefty  and  the 
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archduke  Maximilian,  through  the 
grand  apartment,  to  the  oratory  of 
the  chapel  of  the  chamber,  where, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  court, 
a  folemn  Tc  Beam  was  performed, 
by  way  of  thankfgiving  for  the  hap¬ 
py  arrival  of  his  holinefs,  the  hoft: 
being  expofed.  The  following  day 
the  fovereigti  pontiff  paid  his  firls 
vifit  to  the  emperor,  and  the  arch¬ 
duke  Maximilian,  and  performed 
mafs  in  the  chapel  of  the  chamber. 
The  fame  day,  he  went  out  in  px 
coach,  accompanied  by  two  domef- 
tic  prelates,  preceded  by  two  crofter- 
bearers,  followed  by  the  mailer  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  efcorted  by 
the  noble  Hungarian  and  Galician 
guards  on  horfeback,  and  repaired 
to  the  church  of  the  Capuchin 
friars,  where,  having  paid  adora¬ 
tion  to  the  holy  facrament,  he  cele¬ 
brated  mafs  at  the  collateral  altar  of 
the  bleffed  Virgin,  His  holinefs  af¬ 
terwards  .defcended  to  the  tombs  of 
the  imperial  houfe,  and  prayed  be¬ 
fore  that  of  the  late  emprefs  Maria 
Therefa.  At  the  requeft  of  fome 
ladies  of  the  fuperjor  nobility,  he 
then  repaired  to  the  refedlory  of  the 
convent,  where  the  ladies,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  kifs  his  feet.  The  fame 
favour  was  afterwards  granted  to  the 
Capuchin  friars.  The  holy  father 
then  returned  to  the  apartments  of 
the  court,  where  he  gave  audience. 
On  Ea.fter-day,  he  celebrated  high- 
mafs  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen. 
From  the  great  eagernefs  of  all  pious 
Catholics  to  fee  the  love  reign  pon¬ 
tiff,  and  the  immenfe  crowd  that  at¬ 
tended  on  the  occafton,  many  per¬ 
iods  unfortunately  had  their  arms 
and  legs  broken.  As  this  was  a  cir- 
cum  fiance  with  which  the  pope  could 
not  be  unacquainted,  it  is  faid,  that 
fom6  devotees  had  a  firm  expedfa- 
tion,  that  his  holinefs  would  have 
healed  and  reftored  the  limbs  of 
t’nofe  perfons  who  had  met  with  ac-* 
cidents  in  confequenee  of  their  pious 
,E  ^uvioftty ; 
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curiofity  :  but  unluckily  nothing  of 
that  kind  happened. 

The  pope  and  the  emperor  had 
feveral  conferences,  in  one  of  which 
his  holinefs  is  faid  to  have  addrefied 
to  his  imperial  majefty  the  following 
obfervations  :  “I  have  neither  the 
power,  nor  the  will,  to  defend  by 
force  the  rights  which  the  fovereign 
pontiffs  formerly  enjoyed.  I  am  far 
alfo  from  pretending  to  oppofe  the 
execution  of  the  ordinances,  which 
tiny  potentates  judge  proper  to  give 
to  their  fubjedfs.  But  I  defire  that 
they  fhould  equally  refpedt  what¬ 
ever  appertains  to  the  holy  fee  for 
fo  many  ages,  its  immunities,  pre¬ 
rogatives,  and  rights.  It  will  be 
abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to 
avoid  degrading  the  pontifical  dig¬ 
nity,  that  the  catholic  courts  of 
Europe  fhould  irrevocably  fix,  in  a 
general  affembly  of  ambaffadors, 
that  part  of  the  ancient  rights  which 
they  are  willing  to  leave  to  the 
pope.”  The  m millers  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  powers  at  the  court  of  Vien¬ 
na,  Sir  Robert  Keith  for  England, 
the  count  de  Walmoden  for  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Hanover,  M.  de  Rietezei 
for  Pruftia,  and  the  count  de  W afenacr 
for  the  United  Provinces,  were  each 


of  them  conducted  to  the  pope’s  au¬ 
dience  as  private  gentlemen.  His  bo- 
linefs  con  ver fed  with  them  in  French, 
and  particularly  on  the  propriety  of 
vifiting  Italy,  in  order  to  acquire  a 
julf  tafie  for  the  ftudy  of  antiquities. 

Whatever  representations  or  re- 
monftrances  the  pope  might  make  to 
the  emperor,  during  his  Itay  at  Vien¬ 
na,  relative  to  the  late  regulations  of 
his  imperial 'majefty,  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  made  much  impref- 
lion  upon  the  latter.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  might  aim  oft  be  fufoedfed 
fiom  fome  circuit! fiances,  that  the 
emperor  had  rather  made  a  convert 
of  the  pope,  than  the  pope  of  the 
emperor.  For  after  the  pontiff’s 
return  to  Rome,  he  fummoned  all 
the  generals  of  the  different  rtli- 
gious  orders  to  that  city,  m  order 
to  give  them  new  iaftrudtions  and 
regulations  :  and  it  is  faid,  that  his 
holinefs  will  now  permit  but  one 
convent  of  men,  and  one  of  women, 
o Reach  refpedfive  order,  in  any  one 
kingdom  ;  into  each  of  which  only 
forty  perfons  are' to  be  admitted,  of 
the  age  of  twenty  five  years  ;  who 
fhall  neither  lofe  their  liberty,  nor 
their  eftates,  if  ever  they  fhould  be  in¬ 
clined  to  come  into  the  world  again. 


C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

Meeting  of  P arlia?nenl  after  the  Receft.  iJ lotion  made  by  Plr.  Fox,  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  Cafes  of  the  Want  of  Succcfs  of  his  Majejiy's  Naval  Forces * 
Mr.  Burke 'prefer  ts  to  the  Houfe  a  Petition  from  Mr.  Ho  ken ,  the  Jew,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  all  his  Property  by  the  Britijh  Commanders  at  the 
If  and  of  St.  Fuji  at  ids.  Miction  made  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond ,  that 
Papers  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Peers ,  relative  to  the  Execution 
of  Colonel  Haynes  in  South  Carolina.  The  Motion  rejected.  Reports  from 
the  Secret  Committee ,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caifes  of  the  War  in  the 
Carnatic ,  and  into  the  Condition  of  the  Britijh  Pojfejjims  in  thofe  Paris . 
Remarkable  Falls  fated  in  thofe  Reports ,  and  particularly  refpefling  Sir 
Thomas  R  umbo  Id,  late  Governor  of  Madras . 

HpHE  fir  ft;  debate,  of  any  con-  Chrifimas  recefs,  was  occafioned.  by 
1  fequence,  which  took  place  in  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  on  the 
the  houfe  of  commons,  after  the  23d  of  January,  1782,  “That  it 
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ftioiild  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
W&nt  of  fuccefs  of  his  majeity’s  na¬ 
val  forces  during  this  war,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  year  1781.”  Ill 
fupport  of  his  motion,  it  was  urged 
by  that  gentleman,  that  the  mea¬ 
sures  of  the  fir  if  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  been,  in  aimed  every  par¬ 
ticular,  liable  to  the  charge  of  ei¬ 
ther  negledt,  ignorance,  or  want  of 
policy.  Our  naval  armaments  were 
always  too  late  for  the  purpofes  they 
were  intended  to  ferve  ;  and  the  earl 
of  Sandwich  had  uniformly  neglect¬ 
ed  to  lend  fleets, ~ at  the  opening  of 
the  feveral  campaigns,  to  prevent 
the  junction  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niili  fquadrons  ;  nor  had  he,  at  the 
coneiufion  of  thofe  campaigns,  made 
any -at  tempts  to  attack  or  to  annoy 
their  feparated  force.  The  confe¬ 
derated  fieets,  amounting  to  iixty 
fail  of  the  line,  under  the  count 
d’Orvilliers,  had  appeared  in  the 
Channel,  with  every  mark  of  tri- 
iimph,  for  two  campaigns,  not  only 
un  re  filled,  but  even  ftmnned  by  our 
naval  armaments.  The  chevalier  de 
Ternay  had  alfo  been  fuffered  to 
proceed  unmolefted  with  his  fhips 
to  America,  when  he  tranfported 
thither  thofe  French  troops  which 
afterwards  ferved  under  general 
Wafhington,  and  aifified  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his  ar¬ 
my.  Captain  Moutray,  and  the 
large  fleet  of  Fail  and  Weft  India- 
men  under  his  convoy,  had  been 
betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  by  being  directed  to  repair  to 
Madeira ;  whereby  they  were  of 
nece  fifty  obliged  to  proceed  in  that 
track,  which  could  not  fail  to  con¬ 
duct  them  to  the  havai  armaments 
of  the  enemy.  Indeed,  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  had  added  uni¬ 
formly  as  the  ally  and  fer'vant  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and  fo  had  the 
reft  of  his  majefty’s  mfiaifters  ;  with¬ 
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out  whofe  aid,  the  wifdom  of  a 
Franklin,  the  valour  and  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  a  Maurepas,  the  vigilance 
of  a  Sartine,  the  craft  of  a  De 
Caiftres,  the  policy  of  America,  and 
all  the  vigour  and  refources  of 
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France  and  Spain,  though  doubly 
formidable  from  their  confederacy 
with  Holland,  could  never  have  at¬ 
tained  the  power  of  overwhelming 
our  once  invincible  dominions  with 
fo  much  difgrace  and  calamity. 

The  earl  of  Sandwich  was  defend¬ 
ed  by  captain  John  Luttrel ;  who 
maintained,  that  this  nobleman  had 
applied,  in  the  very  beft  manner,  the 
liberal  grants  of  parliament  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  navy  ;  and  he 
doubted  whether,  at  any  period  fince 
England  had  been  polled ed  of  a 
navy,  her  yards  had  ever  been  fo 
completely  filled  as  at  prefent,  with 
timber,  and  with  all  ftores  for  the 
purpofes  of  building  and  equip¬ 
ment.  The  greateft  evil,  he  fa  id, 
refpeding  our  fieets,  was,  that  the 
violence  of  difeontent,  jealoufy,  and 
party  rancour,  had  torn  the  bonds 
of  naval  union  afunder  ;  and  almoft: 
every  officer  had  ceafed  to  place  the 
flighteft  confidence  in  the  compa¬ 
nions  of  his  lervice.  But  as  to  the 
propofed  inquiry  into  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  naval  affairs,  the  pre¬ 
fent  wras  a  very  improper  time  for 
fuch  a  bufinefs.  Such  a  ferutiny 
mu  ft  neceflarily  involve  in  it  many 
of  the  naval  operations  of  the  war, 
in  which  the  nation  was  now  en¬ 
gaged  ;  and  there  would  be  occafion 
for  not  a  few  of  the  officers,  no vc 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  to  be  fummoned  before 
that  houfe.  A  period  fhould,  there¬ 
fore,  be  previoufly  put  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  war.  When  a  peace  took  place, 
the  houfe  might  have  every  perfon 
before  them,  who  could  be  a  party 
to  fuch  an  inquiry  ;  and  it  would 
then  be  a  fit  feafoa  to  punffti  delin- 
E  2  quency, 
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quency,  and  to  reward  merit.  Bat 
the  fa£t  was,  that  no  military,  or 
naval  inquiry,  inflituted  fiqee  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war, 
had  ended  either  fatisfaHorilv  for 

•j 

the  parties,  or  advantageoufly  for 
the  public. 

Lord  Sandwich  was  defended  by 
lord  North  and  lord  Mulgrave  ;  but, 
after  fome  farther  debate,  Mr.  Fox’s 
.motion  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 
He  then  moved,  that  the  propofed 
inquiry  Lou  Id  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  the 
Thurfday  following.  This  likewife 
was  agreed  to,  as  were  alfo  feveral 
other  motions  for  different  official 
papers,  requisite  for  the  purpofes  of 
the  inquiry.  But  the  farther  pro- 
fecution  of  the  bufinefs  was  after¬ 
wards  deferred  to  a  future  day. 

On  the  firft  of  February,  fome 
debate  took  place  relative  to  the 
ordnance  efdmates ;  in  which  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  a  very  improper  and 
extravagant  agreement  had  been 
made  by  the  board  of  ordnance 
with  a  gentleman  who  was  both  a 
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member  of  parliament  and  a  bank- 
diredtor,  relative  to  the  purchafe  of 
falt-petre ;  which  occafioned  fome 
fey  ere  obfervations  to  be  thrown  out 
upon  the  conduct  of  that  board. 
On  the  4th  of  the  fame  month, 
Mr.  Burke  prefented  to  the  houfe  a 
petition  from  Mr.  Hohen,  the  Jew, 
fome  of  whofe  misfortunes  he  had 
related  in  a  preceding  debate.  It 
was  Fated  in  this  petition,  that 
Hohen  was  of  the  Hebrew  nation, 
and  a  native  of  Amlterdam ;  and 
that  he  had  been  a  refident  of  St. 
Euflatius  from  the  year  1756.  That 
he  had  carried  on  a  reputable  and 
extenlive  trade,  until,  on  the  fur- 
render'  of  that  i Hand,  without  re- 
fi  fiance,-  to  Sir  George  Rodney  and 
general  Vaughan,  he  came  under 
the  protedtion  of  his  mra  jelly’s  go¬ 
vernment,  That,  after  having  de¬ 


livered  in  an  inventory  of  his  ef¬ 
fects,  in  obedience  to  the  procla¬ 
mation  publiffied  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  on  a  Bidden,  without  any 
crime  on  his  part  either  charged  01* 
fufpedted,  he  received  notice,  with¬ 
out  one  day’s  delay,  to  quit  the 
i Band,  where  he  had  been  fettled 
twenty-five  years,  where  his  whole 
fub dance  was  lodged,  and  where 
alone  he  could  tind  any  means  of 
fubfiflence.  On  this  precipitate  ex- 
pulfion  from  his  houfe  and  fettle- 
ment,  before  he  embarked,  to  go 
he  knew  not  whither,  he  was  obliged 
to  pals  through  a  weigh-houfe, 
where  his  trunk  was  rifled,  the  coat 
he  wore  ripped  open,  and  a  final! 
fum  of  money,  which  in  his  diflrefs 
he  had  fecreted  and  hoped  to  retain, 
in  order  to  preferve  him  from  famine 
in  his  exile,  was  taken  from  him, 
with  outrage  and  infult.  Stripped 
in  this  manner,  and  with  only  a  very 
few  pieces  of  his  own  money  re¬ 
turned  to  him,  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriflopher’s.  Be¬ 
ing,  after  fome  time,  permitted  to 
return  to  St.  Euflatius,  he  found  that 
his  flock  in  trade,  in  which  his  whole 
property  was  veiled,  had  been  fold 
by  public  auction  for  a  third  of  its 
real  price,  no  part  of  which  was  re- 
flared  to  him.  His  own  property 
amounted  to  4000I.  currency  in  va¬ 
lue.  befides  that  of  his  correfpond- 
ents,  lying  iu  his  poflellion,  to  an 
equal  amount.  Thus  was  he  deli¬ 
vered  from  banifliment,  for,  no  other 
purpofe,  than  to  behold  his  ware- 
houles  pillaged  of  all  his  goods,  and 
himfelf,  alter  a  life  of  long  and  la¬ 
borious  induflry,  fuddenly  reduced, 
in  his  old  age,  from  an  eafy  knd 
profperous  condition,  to  poverty  and 
abfolute  want.  It  was  farther  de¬ 
clared  in  the  petition,  that  his  trade 
at  St,  Euflatius  was  wholly  confined 
to  articles  of  what  are  called  dry¬ 
goods,  and  that  he  had  never  dealt 
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in  any  naval  ftores,  except  in  fome 
aifortments  of  fail-cloth,  or  in 
any  article  whatfoever  of  military 
f  ores ,  or  which  could  be  prejudicial 
to  this,  or  any  other  country  ;  and 
that  he  had  no  correfpondence  of 
any  kind,  or  any  intercourfe  what¬ 
foever,  with  his  majefty’s  enemies  in 
America.  Thefe  allegations  the  pe¬ 
titioner  offered  to  make  good  at  the 
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Dar  of  the  houfe,  from  the  juflice 
and  humanity  of  which  he  humbly 
folicited  relief.  The  caufe  of  this 
oppreffed  and  injured  Jew  was  plead¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Burke  with  his  ufual  elo¬ 
quence,  but  without  effedf,  though 
the  petition  was  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  fame  day  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  for  the  production 
of  papers  relative  to  the  execution 
of  colonel  Ifaac  Haynes,  who  had 
been  executed  in  Auguft,  1781,  in 
South  Carolina,  in  confequence  of 
the  determination  of  a  court  of  in¬ 
quiry,  cordifting  of  Britifh  officers, 
and  authorized  by  lord  Rawdon  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Balfour.  This  cafe 
his  grace  fated  to  be  a  proper  fubjed 
of  parliamentary  inquiry  ;  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  would  be  honourable 
to  that  houfe,  that  their  lordihips 
fhould  give  evidence!  to  all  the  world, 
that  they  would  not  give  the  leaft 
countenance  to  fuch  a  line  of  con¬ 
duct’ in  Britifh  officers,  as  might  ex- 
pole  to  reproach  our  national  pre¬ 
tentions  to  juflice  and  to  clemency. 
It  appeared,  that  this  execution  had 
excited  fo  much  indignation  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  general  Greene  had  iffued 
a  proclamation,  in  which  it  was 
dated,  that  44  Colonel  Haynes,  com¬ 
manding  a  regiment  of  militia  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  had  been  taken  prifoner, 
and,  after  a  rigorous  confinement  in 
the  prifon  of  the  provofl  at  Charles¬ 
town,  had  been  condemned  and  ex- 
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ecu  ted,  in  the  raofl  cruel  and  un- 
juftifiable  manner  ;  in  open  violation, 
of  a  cartel,  agreed  upon  between 
the  two  armies  for  the  releafe  and 
exchange  of  prifoners  of  war.” 
This  proclamation  alfb  contained 
menaces  from  general  Greene,  that 
he  would  hang  up  the  firft  Britifh 
officer  who  fliould  fall  into  his  hands, 
by  way  of  retaliation.  The  ground 
upon  which  colohel  Haynes  was  put 
to  death,  without  any  previous  trial, 
and  without  even  the  decifion  of  a 
court-martial,  and  without  being 
fuffered  to  make  any  legal  defence, 
was,  that  he  had  been  found  under 
arms,  and  employed  111  railing  a  re¬ 
giment  to  oppofe  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  though  he  had  become  a  fub¬ 
jed,  and  had  accepted  the  protection 
of  that  government  after  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Charles-town, 

The  proceedings  againft  colonel 
Haynes  appear  to  have  been  very 
harfli  and  lev  ere,  if  not  totally  in- 
defenfible  ;  and  the  duke  of  Rich*- 
m end’s  motion  was  vigoroufly  fup- 
ported  by  the  earl  of  Shelburne  ; 
but  it  was  rejected,  after  fome  de¬ 
bate,  under  the  pretence,  that  go¬ 
vernment  was  not  in  poffeffion  of 
any  official  information,  relative  to 
the  execution  of  colonel  Havnes  ; 
and  that  the  intelligence,  which  the 
duke  .  of  Richmond  had  received 
upon  the  fubjed,  was  chiefly  from 
American  news-papers,  andnotfuf- 
ficientlv  authenticated.  Some  at- 
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tempts  were  alfo  made  to  vindicate 
the  tranfadion  itfelf,  admiiting  the 
information  concerning  it  to  be  well 
grounded. 

As  the  execution  of  colonel 
Haynes  had  excited  fo  much  indig¬ 
nation  in  America,  and  occalioned 
fo  remarkable  a  proclamation  from 
general  Greene,  it  was  certainly  a 
very  proper  fubjed  of  parliamentary 
inquiry.  But  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  motion  gave  fo  much  offence 
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to  lord  Rawdon,  who  had  returned  ment  with  proper  fpint,  and  fpoken 
from  America,  and  afterwards  pafled  of  perfons  and  things  with  a  free- 
iome  time  in  Ireland,  that  on  that  dom  becoming  Britiili  lenators.  Such 
nobleman’s  return  to  England,  he  violent  and  unju  ft  liable  attempts  to 
lent  a  letter  to  his  grace,  complain-  hinder  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
ing  of  the  injury  he  had  done  him,  parliament,  ought  to  receive  fome 
couched  in  very  high  and  af-  powerful  check  from  the  wifdom 
fuming  language,  and  amounting  to  and  authority  of  the  legiflature. 
little  Ids  than  a  challenge.  After  On  the  6th  of  the  month,  a  re- 


fome  meffages  between  them,  the 
duke  at  length  agreed  to  make  a  de- 
claration  in  Ins  place,  in  the  houfe 
of  peers,  that  he  did  not  intend  any 
perfonal  attack  on  the  juftice  or  hu¬ 
manity  of  lord  Rawdon,  in  the 
ipeech  by  which  he  introduced  his 
motion  refpeding  the  execution  of 
colonel  Haynes.  There  was  not, 
indeed,  the  moil  diftant  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  duke’s  conduct 
had  been  the  rei’ult  of  any  private 
or  perfonal  malignity  ;  and  it  would 
have  been  more  honourable  to  his 
lordlhip  tp  have  publilhed  an  au¬ 
thenticated  ftate  of  fads,  and  there¬ 
by  cleared  himfelf  from  any  charges 
brought  a  gain  it  him  on  account  of 
the  cafe  oi  colonel  Haynes.  Indeed, 
the  conduct  of  his  lordlhip  on  this 
cccalion  had  in  it  much  more  of  the 
violence  ot  the  foldier,  than  of  the 
politenefs  and  urbanity  of  a  gentle¬ 
man.  His  lordlhip  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  only  proper  crite¬ 
rion  ot  right  and  wrong,  was  an 
appeal  to  the  fword.  More  than 
one  duel  had,  indeed,  lately  taken 
place,  on  account  of  parliamentary 
debates  :  but  inch  Gothic  and  fa- 
yage  praclkes  are  a  di  (grace  to  a 
polilhed  and  enlightened  £ge  and 
nation*  Perhaps  the  authority  of 
parliament  had  net  been  properly 
exerted,  in  thofe  recent  in  dances 
of  a  fimilar  kind  which  have  been 
referred  to,  in  which  challenges 
were  lent  to  members,  in  a  very  in- 
defenfible  manner,  on  no  other  ac¬ 
count,  but  becaufe  thofe  members 
had  difeharged  their  duty  in  parlia- 


port  was  brought  up  by  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland,  from  the  fe- 
cret  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  war  in  the 
Carnatic,  anefinto  the  condition  of 
the  Britilh  po Hellions  in  thofe  parts ; 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  to  the  houfe,  that  this  com¬ 
mittee  had  fpared  no  pains  whatever 
to  accomplifh  the  objedt  of  their  in? 
llitution,  and  had  extended  their 
researches,  as  far  as  their  privileges 
and  powers  would  permit  them,  in¬ 
to  a  variety  of  material  and  im¬ 
portant  points. 

From  the  report  which  was  now 
brought  up,  and  from  fome  others 
which  were  produced  afterwards,  it 
appeared,  that  a  proper  attention 
had  not  been  paid,  by  the  prefiden- 
cy  of  Madras,  to  thofe  fove reign 
princes  of  India,  whole  friendfhip 
or  enmity  was  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  that  fettiement,  and  to 
the  general  interefts  of  the  Britiili 
nation  in  Hindoflan.  An  amicable 
treaty  might  have  been  entered  into 
with  Hyder  Ally  ,  but  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  being  upon  friendly  terms 
with  this  able  and  ablive  prince, 
which  would  have  been  extremely 
advantageous  to  the  company,  was 
very  imprudently  neglebted.  He 
had  been  unneceilarily  exafperated, 
and  too  much  reafon  was  given  him 
to  complain,  that  former  treaties 
were  nor  oblerved  ;  and  before  the 
commencement  of"  the  war,  fome  of 
the  troops  of  the  Ball  India  com¬ 
pany  had  been  ordered  to  march 
through  his  country,  without  his 
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c®nfent.  The  treaties  of  the  com¬ 
pany  with  the  native  princes  ot  the 
country  were  not,  indeed,  adhered 
to  as  they  ought :  and  after  Ryder 
Ally  had  been  rendered  hoftiie,  and 
fufhcient  evidence  appeared  of  his 
deiign  to  attack  the  pofieliions  of 
the  company,  no  proper  meafures 
were  adopted  to  oppofe  his  opera¬ 
tions.  Eeiides  a  variety  of  particu¬ 
lars  refpecting  the  caufes  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  the  Carnatic,  it 
alio  appeared  from  thefe  reports, 
that  large  fums  had  been  extort’d 
from  fome  of  the  zemindars,  or  he¬ 
reditary  landholders,  in  Bengal,  to 
make  up  which  their  tenants  had 
been  cruelly  opprefied.  it  like  wife 
appeared,  that  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  as  governor  of  Madras,  had 
impofed  confiderable  hardfhips  on 
fome  or  the  zemindars,  and  fuch  as 
they  had  not  experienced  under 
former  governors,  and  wbich  were 
eventually  very  prejudicial  to  the 


interefts  of  the  Eaif  India  company  ; 
that  fome  of  his  tranfabtions  with 
the  principal  natives  had  been  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  private  ana  underhand 
manner;  that  he  had  violated  his 
ayreements  and  eontrabfs  with  the 
Eaft  India  company  ;  and  that  he 
had  difrep-arded  the  inftruftions  of 
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the  court  of  direbtors,  and  the  re¬ 
gulations  which  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  ellablifh :  that  he  had 
fent,  on  his  own  account,  in  differ¬ 
ent  (hips,  58,0001.  from  Madras  to 
China,  no  part  of  which  was  en¬ 
tered  on  the  boatfwain’s  books,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  cuflom  5  that 
he  had  alfo  tranfmitted  very  large 
fums  of  money  to  Europe,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  (hips,  in  a  private  and  irre¬ 
gular  manner,  and  without  the  ufual 
entries  ;  and  that  he  had  made  re¬ 
mittances  to  his  agents  in  England, 
at  fundry  times,  of  fums  of  money, 
which  in  the  whole  amounted  to 
more  than  150,000!. 


CHAP.  IX. 


Delate  on  a  Motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  that  it  Jhould  he  ref  object » 
that  it  was  derogatory  to  the  Honour  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers ,  that  Lord 
George  Germain  Jhould  he  raifed  to  a  Seat  in  that  Houfe.  P  he  Motion  re - 
jetted ,  by  the  Majority  voting  for  an  Adjournment.  Delate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  the  Management  of  the  Davy  in  the  Year  1781.  A  Dote 
of  Cenfure  moved  for  hy  Mr,  Fox.  Yhc  Motion  rejetted  hy  a  fnall  Majo¬ 
rity.  Motions  made  by  the  Dud  of  Chandos,  for  the  Produttion  of  Papers 
relative  to  the  Operations  of  the  Brit  if  Army  in  Aimer  ic  a.  Second  Debate 

in  the  Houfe  of  Peers ,  on  the  D  if  honour  fufained  by  that  Houfe ,  in  con - 
fequence  of  the  Promotion  of  Lord  Fife  omit  Sackville ,  Protejt  entered 
againfl  his  Advancement  to  the  Peerage, 


nPHE  ill  fuccefs  which  had  at- 
Jb  tended  the  American  war,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  occafioned 
it  to  be  thought  expedient,  that 
Lord  George  Germain  fhould  relign 
the  poll  of  fecretary  of  (fate  fo,  the 
American  department.  It  was,  how¬ 


ever,  refolved  by  his  majefly,  to  re-? 
ward  his  fervices ,  by  railing  him  to 
thm  peerage.  This  being  known, 
before  the  promotion  had  actually 
taken  place,  gave  rife  to 
a  debate,  in  the  houfe  Feb,  7. 
of  peers,  rather  of  a  fin- 
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gular  nature,  and  nor  very  honour¬ 
able  to  the  American  fecretary.  The 
marquis  of  Carmarthen  obferved  to 
the  houfe,  that  a  flrong  rumour  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  a  certain  perfon,  high  in 
office,  yet  labouring  under  the  fevere 
and  heavy  ftigma  of  the  conviction  of 
a  court-martial,  tor  di  [obedience  of 
orders  from  his  commanding  officer, 
and  not  hitherto  exonerated  from 
the  public  declaration,  that  he  was 
incapable  of  ferving  his  majefiy  in 
any  military  rank  whatever,  would 
very  fpeedily  be  called  up  into  that 
houfe.  He  had  not  the  leaf!  inten¬ 
tion,  his  lordfhip  laid,  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  abridge  the  crown  of  the  free 
exercife  of  its  indifputable  preroga¬ 
tive.  He  was  far  from  quefltoning 
the  right  of  the  crown  to  make  what 
number  of  peers'  it  pleated.  But 
the  foie  motive  of  his  addreffing 
their  lordfhips  upon  this  occafion 
was,  to  alarm  and  warn  them  of 
that  ignominy,  which  fo  ft  range  and 
unprecedented  a  creation  muff  bring 
upon  their  hitherto  unlullied  ho¬ 
nour.  He  trull cd,  that  thofe  indig¬ 
nant  feelings,  which  had  arifen  in 
his  own  breafl,  on  this  extraordina¬ 
ry  occafion,  were  congenial  with 
thofe  of  their  lordfhips ;  and  that 
here,  at  leaf!,  a  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  would  not  exift.  He  protefled, 
that  he  was  not  adUiated  by  any 
motive  of  either  a  political,  or  in¬ 
vidious,  or  perfonal  nature.  He 
looked  with  a  fincere  companion  on 
the  unhappy  individual,  whole  mi¬ 
litary  reputation  had  been  covered 
with  fitch  a  load  of  fhame ;  but  as 
it  had  been  thrown  upon  it  by  the 
cool,  deliberate  fentenee  of  a  court- 
martial,  and  by  fubfequent  public 
orders,  the  admiffion  of  the  perfoli, 
thus  criminated  and  punifhed,  into 
the  affembly  of  the  peers,  would 
(debafe  their  dignity,  and  contam¬ 
inate  their  honour.  If,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  revifion  of  faffs,  hated 
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during  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  the 
fentenee  had  been  done  away  on  the 
ground  of  its  extreme  feverity  ;  or 
if  the  deep  difgrace  which  it  affixed 
upon  the  perfon  who  was  the  objedl 
of  it,  had  been  removed  in  •  any 
manner  whatsoever,  he  fhould  then 
have  fuppofed,  that  ail  objections 
ceafed  to  exiii,  and  that  his  advance¬ 
ment  to  the  peerage  would  neither 
caff  a  ftain  upon  the  houfe,  nor  be 
a  violent  exertion  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive.  But  as  this  fentenee  remained 
in  full  force,  it  would  certainly  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  fufficient  reafori  to  induce 
their  lordfhips,  to  pafs  fuch  a  reio- 
lution,  as  might  exprefs  the  fenti- 
roents  they  had  formed  of  this 
lingular  creation.  Fie,  therefore, 
moved,  that  it  fhould  be  refolved, 
u  That  it  was  highly  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  that  houfe,  that  any 
perfon,  labouring  under  the  heavy 
cenfure,  comprehended  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fentenee  of  a  court-martial, 
and  public  orders  given  out  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  fhould  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  crown  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  be  railed  to  the  dignity  of 
a  peerage. 

SENTENCE. 
c£  This  court,  upon  a  due  confi- 
deration  of  the  whole  matter  before 
them,  is  of  opinion,  that  Lord 
George  Sackville  is  guiky  of  hav¬ 
ing  difobeyed  the  orders  of  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  whom  he 
was,  by  his  commiffion  and  infrac¬ 
tions,  directed  to  obey,  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  according  to  the 
rules  of  war ;  and  it  is  the  farther 
opinion  of  this  court,  that  the  laid 
Lord  George  Sackville  is,  and  he 
is  hereby  adjudged,  unfit  to  ferye 
his  majefiy  in  any  military  capacity 
whatfoever.” 

PUBLIC  ORDERS. 
u,  It  is  his  maj  pity’s  pleafure,  that 
the  above  fentenee  be /given  out  qi 

public 
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public  orders,  that  officers  being 
convinced,  that  neither  high  birth 
por  great  employments  can  fhelter 
.offences  of  fuch  a  nature  ;  and  that, 
feeing  they  are  fubjedt  to  cenfures 
pinch  worfe  than  death,  to  a  man 
who  has  any  fenfe  of  honour,  they 
may  avoid  the  fatal  confequences 
grifing  from  difobedience  of  or¬ 
ders.” 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  the 
chancellor,  as  irregular  and  difor- 
derly  ;  and  his  lord  hi  ip  obferved, 
that  it  would  be  exceedingly  op- 
preffive,  and  very  inconfiftent  with 
the  ufual  liberality  and  candour  of 
their  lordlhips,  to  annex  fo  ievere  a 
cenfure,  as  the  cenfure  of  that 
houfe,  to  the  fentence  of  a  court 
martial,  fuppofed  to  have  palled  up¬ 
on  a  certain  perfon  therein  named, 
at  a  particular  given  time ;  but  to 
all  which  fa  bis,  the  fitting  of  the 
court-martial,  the  declaration  of 
judgment,  or  the  public  orders, 
their  lordlhips  were,  in  point  of 
parliamentary  form ,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  entire  jlrangers . 

The  earl  of  Denbigh  alfo  oppofed 
the  motion  ;  and  faid,  that  he  hoped 
the  houfe  would  not  conlider  lord 
George  Germain  as  unworthy  of 
being  elevated  to  the  peerage,  when 
they  reflected,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  court-martial,  a  particular  fyf- 
tem  of  politics  prevailed  within  the 
cabinet ;  and  that,  in  the  finort  {pace 
of  lour  years  from  mat  period,  when 
new  minifters  were  appointed  for 
the  management  of  public  affairs, 
they  recommended  and  procured 
the  refforation  of  the  noble  lord, 
who  was  the  objebt  of  the  prefent 
motion,  to  his  feat  among  the  privy 
countellors  of  the  realm  ;  and  he 
had  fince  been  particularly  diflin- 
guifhed  by  his  fovereign,  and  chofen 
to  fill  the  pofl  of  fecretary  for  the 
American  department.  Thefe  cir- 
jpum  fiances  fufficiently  evinced  thg 


impropriety  of  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  queftion;  and  he, 
therefore,  deemed  it  neceffary,  to 
move  that  the  houfe  fnould  now  ad¬ 
journ. 

Lord  Stormont  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  ;  and  remarked,  that  there 
could  be  no  difqualilication  for  the 
peerage  finort  of  legal  dilability ; 
and  that,  of  courfe,  every  endea¬ 
vour  within  thofe  walls  to  infinuate, 
that  there  exifled  other  difqualifying 
principles,  with  refpedf  to  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  peers,  was  an  unconffitu- 
tional  infringement  upon  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  crown.  The  marquis 
replied,  that  when  the  noble  vifi- 
count  maima'ined,  that  there  was 
no  disqualification  tor  the  peerage 
fhort  of  legal  d liability,  he  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  forgotten  the  extent  to 
which  this  mode  of  reafoning  might 
easily  be  carried.  It  involved  with¬ 
in  its  tendency  the  ludicrous  po- 
fition,  that  it  was  legal  to  advance 
the  king’s  chimney-iweeper  to  the 
peerage;  and,  doubtlels,  the  right 
of  proceeding  even  to  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  a  creation,  was  inherent  in 
thg  prerogative  of  the  crown.  But 
did  it  follow,  that  fiuch  a  creation 
ought,  at  any  time,  to  take  place  ? 
He  was  by  no  means  of  opinion, 
that  the  houfe  of  peers  ought  never 
to  interpofe  in  oppofitiori  to  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  Their  lordfhips  were  the  he¬ 
reditary  counfellors  of  the  crqf.vn  ; 
and.  it  behoved  them  to  offer  Their 
advice  to  it,  on  all  neceffary  bcca- 
fions,  when  the  character,  the  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  dignity  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  were  on  the  point  of  being 
tarnifhed  and  impaired.  The  mi- 
niffrv,  his  lord  fin  p  added,  might 
get  rid  of  his  motion  lor  the  pre¬ 
fent,  by  an.  adjournment  ;  but  they 
would  enreyiouliy  deceive  them- 
felves,  if  they  imagined  that  they 
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fliould  completely  evade  it  by  fuch 
a  procedure  :  for  he  would  renew  it, 
in  different  fnapes,  from  day  to  day, 
until  fome  me  a  lure,  amounting  to  a 
decilion  on  the  cafe,  fliould  receive 
the  landtion  of  the  houfe. 

The  earl  of  Derby  aiked,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  portable,  that  any  of 
their  lordfnips  could  ferioufly  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  advancement  to  the 
peerage  of  a  perfon,  whole  military 
offences,  and  fubfequent  difgrace, 
were  entered  on  the  orderly  books 
of  every  Britifli  regiment  in  ex 'li¬ 
enee,  would  not  prove  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  infult  to  the  houfe,  and  a 
mockery  in  the  diilribution  of  ho¬ 
nours,  of  which  no  former  11  retch 
of  the  prerogative  could  furnifh  an 
example?  As  to  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  that  might  poffibly  be 
carried  to  an  improper  length  ;  and 
it  would  then  become  the  duty  of 
that  houfe  to  check  the  violence  of 
its  career,  and  to  fix  it  within  that 
boundary,  from  whence  it  could  not 
pafs  without  injuring  the  great  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  conditution. 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  faid,  that 
It  was  an  indubitable  doidrine,  that 
the  crown  poffeffed  a  right  of  exer- 
cifing  Its  prerogatives  in  their  fulled 
extent ;  nor  had  he,  although  con¬ 
vinced  that  his  idea  mud  appear  un¬ 
popular,  the  fmallell  objection  that 
the  king  fliould  be  his  own  minidcr. 
Perhaps,  a  kijig,  having  an  opinion 
of  his  own,  and  feeling  bis  inhered 
In  tke  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  ftalm,  might  act  with  more  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  general  weel,  than 
if  he  remained  the  type  of  a  mere 
king  of  the  Marattas.  As  poffibly 
fome  of  their  lordfhips  might  be  at 
a  lofs  to  know  what  a  king  of  the 
Marattas  adlltally  was,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  inform  them,  that  he  was 
merely  a  nominal  monarch  ;  that  he 
bad  his  Pec  hail')  an  efficient  cabi¬ 
net,  who,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
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pofes,  held  and  di reeded  the  reins  of 
government,  whild  they  kept  their 
fovereign  locked  up,  and  nearly  in 
a  date  of  ideotifm.  His  lordfliip 
declared,  that  in  every  moment  of 
his  lire,  he  had  ever  endeavoured  to 
treat  his  majedy  with  that  profound 
refpedt  due  to  his  perfon,  and  with 
that  reverence  fo  abfolutely  due  to 
his  fituation.  His  loyalty  had  re¬ 
mained  the  firmed  principle  in  his 
bofom  ;  and,  in  all  iituations,  and 
on  all  occafions,  he  had  dudioufly 
kept  the  duty  of  a  faithful  and  re- 
fpedtful  fubjedl  in  view.  He  might, 
therefore,  be  permitted  to  fay,  with¬ 
out  indecency,  that  when  the  pre¬ 
rogative  was  exe? cifed  to  its  fulled 
extent,  he  wifhed  alfo  to  fet  the  par¬ 
liament  free.  A  dronger  fym'ptom 
of  confirmed  defpotifm  could  not 
ex  id,  than  a  high-toned  prerogative 
prince,  and  a  fervile  and  corrupted 
parliament.  It  was  on  this  ground, 
therefore,  that  he  wifhed  anxioufly 
for  the  introdudlion  of  a  perredl  re- 
prefentation  of  the-  people ;  and 
when  this  important  point  Ihould  be 
accomplifhed,  he  fliould  look  for¬ 
ward  with  more  certainty  to  the  re¬ 
turn  of  fairer  proipedls.  It  feemed 
to  be  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  the 
houfe  of  peers  was  not  inverted  with 
the  power  or  controuling  the  mod 
violent  exertions  of  the  prerogative. 
But  this  idea  feemed  to  be  erro¬ 
neous.  The  lord-chancellor  Wed, 
a  learned  author,  and  of  no  incon- 
h denude  authority,  in  a  book  writ¬ 
ten  bv  him  concerning  the  rip'll t  of 
creating  peers,  had  edablifhed  upon 
drong  and  argumentative  deductions 
this  dodtrinc,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  was  poffeffed  of  latent  pow¬ 
ers,  which,  if  called  forth  by  occa¬ 
fions  particularly  driking,  and  duly 
and  fpiritedly  exercifed,  were  equal 
to  the  gorreilion  of  any  abufes  of 
the  prerogative,  to  which  the  crown 
might  wantonly  proceed.  It  was 

not 
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not  improbable,  but  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen 
might  determine  them,  at  forae  fu¬ 
ture  opportunity,  to  inve frigate  the 
nature,  the  extent,  and  the  poliible 
ufe  of  thofe  powers,  to  which  the 
lord-chancellor  Wed  io  pointedly 
and  judicioully  adverted.  His  lord - 
fliip  farther  obierved,  that  in  appoint¬ 
ing  the  per fon,  who  was  the  objeR 
of  the  motion,  to  the  office  of  iec ro¬ 
tary  of  flute  tor  the  American  de¬ 
partment,  and  en it U ding  him  with 
the  management  ot  the  war,  they  had 
in  faR  commenced  the  war  with  the 
grofieft  infait  to  America  that  could 
pofiibly  have  been  devifed.  Yet  it 
appeared,  that  fuch  indignitieswvere 
not  to  flop  here,  but  even  to  teach 
the  houfe  of  peers,  by  the  a  dm  ill  ton 
of  a  man  amongit  them,  with  whom 
any  corps  in  Europe  would,  in  their 
military  capacity,  refufe  to  affociate. 
If  the  adminiftration  had  determin¬ 
ed,  that  the  crown  fliould  thus  wan¬ 
tonly  diftribute  titles  to  the  unde- 
ferving,  it  might  be  iuftlv  laid,  that 
this  a fiii Red  and  intuited  empire  re- 
iembled  a  thip,  expo  fed,  without 
affiftance,  to  the  violence  of  the  tem¬ 
ped,  and  juft  linking  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean,  whild  the  captain,  re¬ 
tired  to  his  cabin,  was  engaged  in 
heaping  honours,  pendens,  and  re¬ 
wards,  upon  the  officers  around  him. 

The  marquis  of  Carmarthen’s 
motion  was  at  length  rejected,  by 
the  queilion  for  adjournment  being 
carried,  upon  a  divijion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  75  to  28. 

The  fame  day  a  debate  took  place 
in  the  Houfe  ot  Commons,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  relative 
to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  navy,  in  confequence  of  a  motion 
ot  Mr.  Fox.  That  gentleman  ob¬ 
ierved,  that  the  mere  examination  of 
the  papers,  which  had  been  laid  by 
order  before  the  houlc,  would  tho¬ 
roughly  convince  impartial  men, 


that  the  official  proceedings  of  the 
firit  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  of 
his  colleagues,  were  extremely  re- 
preheniible :  but  this,  examination 
had  been  purpofely  obflruRed,  by 
care  being  taken,  that  few  important 
papers  fhoukl  reach  that  houfe,  time 
enough  for  the  members  of  it  to  be¬ 
come  fo  far  maders  of  the  fubjedt,  as 
to  proceed,  without  the  toil  of  fub- 
fequent  enquiries,  to  inftant  and  ef¬ 
fectual  refolurions.  Mr.  Fox  then 
proceeded  to  ftate  a  variety  of  facts, 
tending  to  fliew,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tereff  of  the  nation,  that  the  earl  of 
Sandwich  fhould  be  immediately  re¬ 
moved  from  his  preiidency  at  the 
board  of  admiralty,  where  he  had 
become  the  inftruinent  of  fcattering 
calamity  and  difgrace,  through  near¬ 
ly  all  the  operations  which  were 
conn e Red  with  the  management  of 
the  buiinefs  of  the  navy.  He  com* 
plained,  that  the  moll  (hameful  neg¬ 
ligence  had  been  exhibited  by  the 
board  of  admiralty,  and  by  the  mi- 
niffrv  in  general,  in  not  ordering  In* 
Charles  Hardy  to  prevent  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain. 
Orders  were,  indeed,  afterwards  lent, 
to  admiral  Geary  to  prevent  this 
junftion;  but  thefe  orders  did  not; 
reach  the  admiral,  till  the  French 
and  Spanifh  armaments  had  aRuallv 
joined.  It  was  alio,  he  laid,  a  me¬ 
lancholy  and  an  opprobious  faR, 
that  from  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1779,  t0  t^‘c  dole  of  the  month 
of  February  1781,  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty  did  nor  flation  even  a  finale 
frigate  off  Bred,  for  the  purpofe  of 
watching  and  d hoovering  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  French.  The  count 
de  Graffe,  from  whole  intended  en- 
terprizes  the  worft  confequences  were, 
to  be  apprehended,  was  buffered  by 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  fail  off  with 
his  fleet  in  triumph  ;  which  greatly 
contributed  to  the  furrender  of  earl 
Cornwallis  and  his  army.  The  pa¬ 
pers 
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pers  on  the  table  afforded  a  decifive 
proof,  that  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  received  the  eariicft,  the 
fulled,  and  the  mod:  authentic  in¬ 
telligence  relative  to  the  equipment, 
the  force,  and  the  adfuai  dedination, 
of  the  naval  armaments  under  the 
count  de  Grade.  The  papers  tedi- 
iied,  beyond  the  reach  of  contradic¬ 
tion,  that  the  noble  earl  was  apprized 
of  nearly  the  ex  add  time,  when  it  was 
intended  by  the  French  court  that 
the  count  de  Grade  diould  fail  ;  yet 
not  a  dngie  preparation  had  been 
made,  either  for  blocking  up  the 
port  of  Bred,  or  giving  battle  to  the 
enemy  diredtly  fubfequenr  to  their 
departure  ;  though  admiral  Darby 
was  out  at  fea  with  thirty  drips  of 
the  line.  Monfieur  de  la  Mothe 
Piquet  had  alfo  been  fullered  to  de¬ 
part,  without  the  fm ailed  interrup¬ 
tion  from  our  fquadrons,  on  his  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition.  The  whole  na¬ 
tion  had  heard,  with  indignation, 
adonifhment,  and  concern,  how 
cafily  he  accomplished  the  capture  of 
the  St.  Eudatia  fleet;  a  fleet  laden 
with  all  the  valuable  plunder  of 
that  iiland.  The  fleet  under  ad¬ 
miral  Darby  was  at  that  time 
cruifing  near  the  coad  of  Ireland  ; 
vet  no  indruddions  were  fent  to  him, 
in  order  that  he  might  prepare  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  French  admiral,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  whofe  enterprize  was  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  St.  Eullatia  fleet.  Sir 
George  Rodney  had,  with  great 
juflice,  called  it  the  richeft  ever 
bound  for  England;  though,  in¬ 
deed,  when  it  was  recollected,  by 
what  abandoned  means  thefe  trea- 
fures  were  acquired,  no  perfon  in 
whofe  bread  the  feelings  of  huma¬ 
nity,  of  judice,  and  of  honour,  were 
nor  absolutely  Aided,  would  even  for 
a  moment  regret  the  lofs  of  them. 
Yet,  notvvithftanding  that  lpoils  fo 
bafely  won,  might  be  regarded  as 
contaminating  the  public  property 


with  which  the}/  would  afterwards 
intermingle,  dt  did  not  follow,  that 
the  fird  lord  of  the  admiralty  was 
lefs  criminal,  for  having  negiedded 
to  provide  in  time  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  convoy  from  the  Bland  of 
St.  Euftatius.  The  fame  fhamefui 
negligence  had  been  difplayed  in  the 
cafe  of  admiral  Kempenfelt :  for  at 
the  very  time  when  that  officer  was 
fent  out,  with  an  infufficient  fqua- 
dron,  to  intercept  the  Bred  fleet, 
about  twenty  fail  of  Britifh  men  of 
war  of  the  line  were  abfolutely  un¬ 
employed,  and  yet,  in  all  refpedds 
whatever,  prepared  for  fervice.  Af¬ 
ter  various  other  obfer rations,  Mr. 
Fox  moved,  that  it  fliould  be  re- 
folved,  44  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 
that  houfe,  that  there  had  been  a 
fhamefui  mifmanagement  of  the  na- 
val  affairs  of  Great  Britain,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  year  1781.”  FJe 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  if  this 
motion  palled,  he  fliould  follow  it 
up  with  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefly,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  difmiffion  of  the  earl  of 
Sandwich  from  pie  loyal  councils 
for  ever. 

Mr.  Fox’s  motion  was  fupported 
by  lord  Howe,  who  drongly  ex- 
prefled  his  abhorrence  of  the  fhame¬ 
fui  prodigality  of  lord  Sandwich,  and 
his  colleagues,  in  the  expenditure 
for  the  navy  ;  and  admiral  Keppel 
find,  that  as  he  was  thoroughly  con- 
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vinced  of  the  criminal  mifeondudt  of 
the  fird  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
his  afTociates,  in  their  mode  of  ma¬ 
naging  the  bufmefs  of  the  navy,  he 
fliould  give  his  full  concurrence  tp 
the  motion. 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  and  the 
earl  of  Sandwich  vindicated  by  lord 
Mulgrave,  and  lord  North  ;  and  it 
was  obferved  by  the  latter,  that  the 
fird  lord  of  the  admiralty  had,  on 
all  occafions,  approved  himfelf  the 
faithful  and  attiye  Fry  ant  of  tfle 
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crown,  and  the  fincere  and  ardent 
friend  and  lover  of  his  country. 
Nor  could  it,  his  lordfnip  faid,  be 
juftly  denied,  that,  lince  his  firft  en¬ 
trance  into  the  marine  department, 
he  had  procured  a  better  iupply  of 
timber,  and  augmented  the  fleet  of 
Great  Britain  with  a  more  eonfider- 
abie  number  of  fhips,  than  were  em¬ 
ployed  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  laft  wrar.  The  motion  was  at 
length  rejected,  upon  a  divifion, 
though  only  by  a  fmail  majority, 
the  numbers  for  it  being  183,  and 
again!!  it  20^. 

CJ  Sr  m 

On  the  1 1  th,  fundry  motions  were 
made,  by  the  duke  of  Chandos,  for 
the  production  of  papers  relative  to 
the  operations  of  the  Britifh  army  in 
America,  and  particularly  to  the 
furrender  of  earl  Cornwallis,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command.  Thefe 
motions  occafioned  debates  of  conli- 
derable  length,  but  which  were  not 
very  iriterefting.  Some  of  the  mo¬ 
tions  were  agreed  to,  and  others  re¬ 
jected. 

After  lord  George  Germain  had 
been  raifed  to  the  peerage,  and  had 
aCtually  taken  his  feat  in  the  houfe, 
under  the  title  of  lord  Viicount 
Sackville,  a  fecond.  debate  took  place 
■p,  1  p  relative  to  the  difhonour 
€  1  *  which  the  peers  fultained, 

by  his  admiffion  into  their  houfe.  It 
was  moved  by  the  marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then,  that,  4‘  it  was  reprehenlible  in 
any  minifter,  and  highly  derogatory 
to  the  honour  of  that  houfe,  to  ad- 
vife  the  crown  to  exercife  its  indif- 
pu table  right  of  creating  a  peer,  in 
favour  of  a  perfon  labouring  under 
the  heavy  cenfure  of  a  court-martial, 
as  contained  in  the  following  fen- 
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ience;”  which  was  particularly  Hated 
in  the  motion,  and  alfo  the  public 
orders  given  out  on  the  occafion  by 
the  late  king.  The  marquis  prefaced 
his  motion,  by  remarks  fimilar  to 
thole  which  be  had  made  in  the  for¬ 


mer  debate  ;  and  urged,  that  the 
houfe  or  peers,  being  a  court  of 
honour,  it  behoved  them  moll  care¬ 
fully  to  preferve  that  honour  uncon¬ 
taminated,  and  to  endeavour  to  mark 
out,  as  forcibly  as  poffible,  the  dif- 
approbation  which  they  felt  at  re¬ 
ceiving-  into  their  aftemblv,  as  a  bro~ 
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ther  peer,  a  perfon  ftigraatized  in  the 
orderly  books  of  every  regiment  m 
the  fervice. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  fupported 
the  motion ;  and  ohierved,  that  he 
could  not  help  conceiving,  that  al¬ 
though  there  was  not  a  right  of  elec¬ 
tion,  there  was  and  mull  be  a  right 
of  exclulion  veiled  in  that  houfe, 
when  the  admiffion  of  any  peer  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  again  ft  the  fenfe  of  their 
lordlhips.  His  judgment  of  this 
arofe  not  only  from  the  idea,  that 
that  houfe  was  poffefted  of  original 
rights,  as  independent  of  the  crown 
as  of  the  people  ;  but  from  the  eir- 
cumftance  of  that  houfe  being  the 
hereditary  counfellors  of  the  crown, 
again  11  the  fenfe  of  whom,  he  held,  the 
crown  could  not  of  right  exert  itfelf- 
His  lordfhip  declared,  that  he  con- 
lidered  the  admiffion  of  lord  Geo  r  pc 
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Germain  to  a  peerage,  to  be  no  lei's  an 
mfu  tier  able  indignity  to  that  houfe, 
than  an  outrageous  infult  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large.  It  was  an  indignity  to 
that  houfe,  becaufe  it  was  connedting- 
them  with  one  whom  every  foldier 
was  forbidden  to  affoeiate  with.  It 
was  an  infult  to  the  people ;  for 
what  had  the  perfon  railed  to  the 
peerage  done,  to  merit  honours  fu- 
perior  to  his  fellow-citizens  ?  He 
had  only  one  claim  to  any  kind  of 
promotion  ;  and  that  was,  that  he 
had  undone  his  country,  by  execut¬ 
ing  the  plan  of  that  accurfed,  invifi- 
ble,  though  efficient  cabinet,  from 
whom,  as  he  had  received  his  orders, 
fo  he  had  obtained  his  reward. 

Lord  Sackville  now  role  in  bis 
own  vindication  3  and  obferved*  that 
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with  refped  to  that  dignity,  which 
his  fovereign  had  graciouliy  confer¬ 
red  upoh  him,  and  which  it  was  not 
Tain  in  him  to  coniider  as  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  royal  approbation  of 
his  humble  fer vices,  he  mud  declare, 
that  he  neither  knew  by  whofe  ad¬ 
vice  he  had  been  raifed  to  it,  nor 
thought,  that,  in  a  point  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  the  recommendation  of  any 
rainifter  was  in  the  lead  needful. 
To  bedow  honours  was  the  peculiar, 
the  indisputable,  and  the  univerlally 
admitted  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
provided  that  the  parties  advanced  to 
them  were  competent  to  receive 
them.  Thus  attacked,  he  regarded 
it  as  his  duty  to  contend  that  he  was, 
in  all  re! pedis  whatfoever,  competent 
to  enjoy  that  peerage  to  which  his 
royal  mader  had  condefcended  to 
exalt  him  ;  and  he  was  not  merely 
willing,  but  eagerly  dedrous,  to  red 
the  whole  of  the  prefent  quedion, 
and  all  the  confluences  which  could 
poffibiy  accrue  from  it  to  himfelf,  on 
his  ability  to  prove,  in  any  manner, 
in  any  place,  at  any  time,  and  on 
any  occafion  which  might  arife,  that 
he  was  drictly  competent  to  retain 
fuch  honours  as  his  raaiedy  had 
thought  proper  to  bedow  upon  him. 
In  the  motion  now  fubmitted  to  the 
decifion  of  their  lorddiips,  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court-martial  was  dated 
as  the  ground  of  the  objedtion  again d 
his  elevation  to  the  peerage  ;  but, 
even  on  this  point,  he  was  prepared 
to  meet  the  argument,  and  to  inlid, 
that  fuch  a  fentence  did  not  amount 
to  any  legal  difability  whatfoever. 
Twenty- three  years  had  elanfed, 
fmee  the  court-martial  which  fat 
upon  him  had  pronounced  that  fen¬ 
tence,;  and  he  lhould  naturally  fup- 
pofe,  that  fuch  of  their  lorddiips,  and 
of  the  public  in  general, as  were  at  ail 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarly  nard 
and  unfair  circumdances  which  ac¬ 
companied  his  trial,  had  been  long 


accudomed  to  behold  this  bud  nefs  hi 
its  propey  point  of  view.  It  could 
not  be  neceffary,that  he  lhould  either 
remind  their  lorddiips  of  the  temper 
of  the  times* when  this  event  arofe, 
or  call  up  to  their  recollection  the 
predominancies,  at  the  period  to 
which  the  motion  referred,  of  cla¬ 
mour  and  of  faction  ;  the  violence 
with  which  the  torrent  had  been 
turned  againd  him  ;  and  that  unpa¬ 
ralleled  perfecution  to  which  he 
had  been  made  the  victim.  AlTailed 
by  an  excels  of  acrimony,  at  lead 
equal  to  any  that  a  Britifh  officer 
could  have  experienced  from  ene¬ 
mies  at  once  implacable  and  unhid,- 
he  was  condemned  unheard,  and 
pun  idled  previouily  to  his  trial.  In 
confequence  of  mere  rumours,  and 
the  inveterate  fuggedions  of  unprin¬ 
cipled  calumniators,  he  had  been 
dripped  of  all  his  military  honours 
and  emoluments ;  and  whild  his 
persecutors  were  not  called  upon  to 
exhibit  even  the  flighted  proof,  in 
the  fupport  of  vague  affiertions,  and 
virulent  inventive,  he  remained 
marked  out  to  the  world,  with  equal 
cruelty  and  injudice,  as  a  dele  nee  Ids 
objeCt,  and  as  a  fact  idee  which  it 
was  politic  to  offer  at  the  flu  me  of 
fabt ion.  In  thefe  circumdances,  it 
was  well  known,  that  he  had  chal¬ 
lenged  his  acc ufers  to  come  forward  ; 
that  he  provoked  enquiry  ;  and  that 
he  infilled  upon  a  trial.  He  was 
allured  at  the  time,  that  if  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  court-martial  lhould 
even  prove  capital,  it  would  be  car¬ 
ried  into  execution  ;  but  no  intima¬ 
tions  of  this  kind  could  dlfiliade  him 
from  infilling  that  a  trial  thou  Id  take 
place  :  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that: 
the  candour  and  equity  of  their  lord- 
fnips  would  lead  them  to  conclude, 
that  fuch  behaviour,  under  fuch  cir^ 
cumflancesj  could  only  refult  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  innocence.  As 
to  the  i fill c  of  the  trial,  he  was  well 
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aware,  that  it  behoved  him  to  re¬ 
main  iilent  concerning  the  court- 
martial  and  its  proceedings.  To  the 
fentence  of  it  he  had  fubmkted ; 
and,  as  the  refult  of  Rich  fub million, 
he  thought,  that  he  had  then  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  to  his  country,  and  to 
the  public.  At  the  prefent  moment, 
it  was  extremely  lingular,  that  al¬ 
though  neither  the  charge,  nor  the 
defence,  nor  the  evidence,  nor  m 
fhort,  any  one  part  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  on  the  trial  was  before  their 
lordfhips,  they  were  called  upon  to 
put  the  fentence  a  fecond  time  in 
force  a  gain  if  him.  Happy  fhould 
he  be,  if  there  could  be  a  complete 
reviiion  of  the  trial,  and  of  the  fen¬ 
tence  which  fucceeded  it  ;  and  if  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  could  fall 
under  the  inveifigation  of  their  lord¬ 
fhips.  He  trufted,  however,  that 
whilft  their  lordfhips  reflected  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial, 
and  the  fentence  with  which  it 
elofed,  they  would  carry  their  atten¬ 
tion  {fill  farther,  and  call  to  mind 
the  occurrences  which  had  taken 
place,  with  refpedf  to  himfelf,  fub- 
fequent  to  that  period.  In  1765, 
nor  more  than  four  years  alter  the 
trial,  he  was  appointed  to  an  office 
in  ad  mini  if  ration.  Previoufly  to  his 
acceptance  of  the  proportions  then 
made  to  him,  that  he  fhould  bear  a 
part  in  admmiffration,  it  was  agreed 
for  him  to  become  a  member  of  the 
council-board.  There  he  accord- 
ingly  took  his  feat ;  and,  thence¬ 
forward,  conlidered  fuch  a  cir- 
ctimifance  as  virtually  a  repeal  of 
the  fentence  of  the  court-martial. 
Throughout  the  courfe  of  ten  years 
had  he  remained  in  office,  and  a 
member  of  the  privy-council ;  yet 
never,  during  the  whole  period,  had 
he  heard  a  fmgle  fyllable.  advanced, 
with  refpedf  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  court-martial ;  and  lead  of  all 
@ould  he  fuppofe,  that  they  would 


be  brought  ap-aind  him  as  the 
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grounds  oi  a  dUqualification.  Seve¬ 
ral  years  had  expired,  iince  his  ma- 
jeify  was  pleafed  to  honour  him  writh 
the  pod  of  fecretary  of  date  for  the 
American  department ;  yet  never, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment 
until  the  prefent  hour,  had  he  heard 
a  (ingle  observation  exceptionable 
again  d  himfelf,  and  relative  to  the 
fentence  or  the  court  martial.  Such 
being  the  cafe,  the  liberal  difpodtion. 
of  their  lordfhips  would  certainly  in¬ 
cline  them  to  confider  it  as  an  hard- 
ffiip,  that  the  very  fentence  fhould  be 
urged  againif  him,  as  a  difqualifica¬ 
tion  for  his  enjoyment  of  a  peerage, 
which  was  not  regarded  as  a  difqua- 
lifieation,  either  for  a  feat  at  the 
board  of  privy-council,  or  for  the 
pod  of  fecretary  of  date  :  two  fix¬ 
ations  which,  nor  with  (landing  the 
acknowledged  dignity  and  confe- 
quence  of  the  members  of  the  upper 
houfe  of  parliament,  were  doubtlefs 
more  elevated  and  important  than 
that  of  any  nobleman  in  the  realm, 
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confidered  merely  in  that  particular 
capacity. 

His  lordfhip  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  the  juftice,  the  candour,  and  the 
generality  of  that  houfe  mud  render 
their  lordfltips  incapable  of  fancli Ty¬ 
ing,  confirming,  and  aggravating  a 
fentence  of  a  court-martial,  without 
having  before  them  every  particle  of 
the  cafe.  Such  a  proceeding  would 
render  the  military  law,  already,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  fuffieiently 
fevere,  dill  more  hard  and  fevere* 
by  annexing  to  its  judgment  the  cen- 
fare  of  a  civil  court  of  judicature* 
He  believed  he  was  not  lingular  in 
his  opinion,  that  the  part  of  the 
motion,  which  joined  to  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  court-martial  the  com¬ 
ment  unwarrantably  fuperadded  by 
the  executive  branch  of  govern¬ 
ment,  was  glaringly  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  juftice.  He  felr, 
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that  he  was  bound,  by  military  laws, 
to  fhew  a  full  fubmiffion  to  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court-martial  ;  and  thus 
far  he  had  fubmitted.  Butfurely  it 
could  not  be  the  ferious  opinion  of 
any  man  of  honour,  that  he  was 
affected  by  that  comment,  with  which 
the  executive  branch  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  through  the  channel  of  a 
judge-advocate,  hadi  taken  upon  it- 
felf  to  accompany  the  fentence.  It 
was  the  court-martial,  and  not  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government, 
by  whoip  he  had  been  tried ;  and, 
therefore,  the  former  alone  was  com¬ 
petent  to  pronounce  upon  his  con- 
dubi.  A  revifion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  court-martial  was  now  unat¬ 
tainable  ;  for  during  the  fpace  of 
twenty-three  years,  the  period  of 
time  which  had  elapfed  ftnce  the 
trial,  every  member  who  had  fat 
upon  it,  except  one,  had  been  dead 
and  buried.  An  attempt,  there¬ 
fore,  to  inveftigate  the  motives, 
which  actuated  the  feveral  members 
of  the  court,  was  abfolutely  ini' 
practicable.  His  lordihip  added, 
that  from  the  time  he  wars  called  to 
the  privy  council,  until  the  prefent 
hour,  and  efpecially  hnce  he  had 
filled  the  office  of  iecretary  of  hate 
for  the  American  department,  he  had 
endeavoured  to  ferve  his  king  and 
country  by  all  the  means  within  his 
power.  He  could  fafely  venture  to 
affert,  that  no  perfon,  holding  an  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  ftate,  had  given 
proofs  of  more  indefatigable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  more 
attachment  to  the  interefts  of  his 
country,  and  more  zeal  and  ardour 
in  his  endeavours  to  advance  its  wel¬ 
fare,  than  he  had  exhibited,  from 
the  hr  ft  hour  of  his  entering  upon 
the  poft  which  he  had  lately  filled, 
until  his  refignation  of  it.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  their  lordfhips 
would  be  of  opinion,  that  he  was 
fully  competent  to  receive  the  title 


which  his  fovereign  had  been  gra~ 
cioully  pleafed.  to  beftow  upon  him; 
and  that  it  was  neither  expedient, 
neceflary,  nor  becoming  for  that 
houfe  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  crown, 
or  to  oppofe  its  indifputable  prero¬ 
gative,  becaufe  it  had  advanced  an 
old  and  faithful  fervant  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  feat  among  their  lordfhips. 

The  dukq  of  Richmond  defended 
the  motion,  and  obferved,  that  it 
might  be  proper  for  their  lordfhips 
to  examine  how  far  it  belonged  in¬ 
dubitably  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  to  exercife,  without  reftraint, 
the  power  of  conferring  peerages ; 
and  alfo  to  inquire,  whether,  ad¬ 
mitting  that  the  prerogative  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  length  to  which  it  had 
been  carried  in  the  creation  of  the 
noble  vifeount,  it  was  either  expe¬ 
dient  or  proper  in  this  manner  to 
exert  it.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
points,  their  lordfhips  would  find, 
by  an  attention  to  the  ancient  pa¬ 
tents  of  the  peerage,  that,  from  the 
reign  of  Edward.  III.  to  the  time  of 
Henry  VII.  it  was  exprefsly  ftated, 
in  every  new  patent  of  the  creation 
of  a  peer,  that  fuch  creation  was 
made  with  the  confent  of  parliament ; 
nor  did  a  fingle  inftance  occur, 
during  the  whole  of  this  period,  of 
any  title  being  granted  without  the 
particular  acquiefcence  of  the  houfe 

of  lords.  After  the  reign  of  Hen- 
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ry  VII.  the  crown  carried  with  a 
confiderably  lefs  reftraining  hand 
this  exercife  of  the  prerogative ; 
and,  during  the  latter  acras,  it  had 
been  generally  regarded  as  an  incon- 
teftable  and  eftablifhed  right.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  antient 
principles  of  the  Bvitifh  conftitution 
had  fet  boundaries  to  reftrain  this 
exercife  of  the  prerogative ;  and 
that  formerly  a  legal  difability  was 
not  the  only  circumftance  which 
might  amount  to  a  difqualificauon 
for  the  peerage. 
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His  grace  then  proceeded  to  re- 
tiiark,  that  he  was  extremely  appre¬ 
hensive,  that  the  army  would  con- 
fider  the  advancement  of  the  noble 
vifcount  to  the  peerage,  as  an  infult 
to  themfelves,  and  that  they  would 
look,  with  indignation,  upon  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  impolitic  and  fo  dan¬ 
gerous,  as  that  of  heaping  the  high- 
eft  honours  in  a  civil  line,  upon  a 
perfon  who  had  been  degraded  from 
all  honours  in  a  military  line.  Some 
infinuatlotts  had  been  thrown  out, 
refpedting  the  decifion  of  the  court- 
martial,  which  were  far  from  being 
well  grounded;  When  the  court- 
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martial  took  place,  for  the  purpole 
of  determining  the  criminality  or 
the  innocence  of  the  noble  vifcount, 
the  times  were  not,  as  had  been  re- 
prefented,  remarkable  for  the  pre¬ 
dominance  of  clamour,  or  of  fac¬ 
tion,  On  the  contrary,  the  king¬ 
dom  was  engaged  in  a  juft  and  ne- 
ceflary  war ;  in  a  war  of  which  the 
iuccefles  were  at  once  glorious  and 
decifive.  Animated  by  the  triumph 
of  their  fleets  and  armies  over  the 
enemy,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  the  people,  far  from  being- 
rent  afunder  by  animofity  and  party- 
rage,  were  united  in  their  zealous 
wifhes  for  the  profecution  of  hofti- 
lities,  which  led,  on  our  fide,  to 
conquell,  honour,  and  national  prof- 
perity. 

The  duke  then  adverted  to  the 
circumftances,  which  attended  the 
behaviour  of  Lord  Sackville  at  the 
battle  of  Minden,  an  aCtion  in  which 
his  grace  was  himfelf  prefent.  He 
obferved,  that  their  lordfhips  were 
not  ignorant,  that  the  noble  vifcount 
refted  a  conflderable  part  of  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  his  behaviour,  at  the 
battle  of  Minden,  upon  the  fup- 
pofed  exiftence  of  a  linking  varia¬ 
tion,  in  the  orders  delivered  from 
prince  Ferdinand  to  the  commander 
of  the  cavalry.  It  was  uaderftood, 
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that  the  firft  order  was,  that  the  ca¬ 
valry  fhould  advance ;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  that  the  Britijh  cavalry  fhould 
advance.  Yet,  even  under  thefe 
fuppofed  contradictory  orders,  the 
fpirit  of  either  order  was,  that  the 
noble  lord  fhould  advance  ;  and, 
certainly,  the  diftance  being  fnort, 
he  enjoyed  a  fufficient  fpace  of  time 
for  obedience  to  his  inftru&ions. 
Lord  Southampton,  who  delivered 
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one  of  the  meflages,  was  now  pre¬ 
fent  in  the  houfe;  and  it  fliould 
feem,  that  he  had  no  choice,  on  this 
occafion,  but  to  acknowledge,  either 
that  he  did  not  properly  deliver  fuch 
orders  to  the  noble  vifcount,  or  that 
the  noble  vifcount,  having  properly 
received  them,  neglebted  to  obey 
them.  But  whatever  difficulties 
might  have  arifen,  during  the  en¬ 
deavours  to  determine  exadly  how 
much  time  had  actually  been  loft, 
in  confequence  of  the  non-compli¬ 
ance  of  the  noble  vifcount  with  the 
orders  which  he  received,  his  grace 
laid,  that  he  could  with  much  faci¬ 
lity  have  folved,  what  all  the  wit- 
nefles  examined  as  to  this  point  were 
not  able  positively  to  determine.  If, 
as  he  was  fummoned  to  appear  upon, 
the  trial,  his  depofttion  had  been 
called  for,  he  could  have  proved, 
becaufe  he  held  all  the  while  his 
watch  within  his  hand,  and  feldom 
cealed  to  look  at  it,  that  the  time 
loft  when  the  noble  vifcount  delayed 
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to  advance,  under  pretence,  that, 
receiving  fuch  contradictory  orders, 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  difcover 
whether  he  ought  to  advance  with 
the  vjhole  cavalry,  or  only  with  the 
Britifh  cavalry,  was  one  hour  and  a 
half.  It  was,  therefore,  extremely 
evident,  that  the  noble  lord  had  it 
in  his  power  to  have  brought  up  the 
cavalry,  from  the  diftance  of  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  by  joining  in  the  battle, 
they  might  have  rendered  the  vidto- 
S  ry 
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ry  more  brilliant  and  decifive.  But, 
before  the  arrival  of  this  cavalry, 
the  engagement  was  concluded. 
Such  was  the  teftimony,  his  grace 
laid,  which,  having  had  the  honour 
to  ferve,  at  the  battle  of  Minden, 
under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Br uni- 
wick,  he  rauft  have  borne,  if,  being 
fummoned,  the  members  of  the 
court-martial  had  thought  proper  to 
have  examined  him  on  the  trial. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  noble 
vifcount  could  have  little  reafon  to 
complain  of  the  fenfence  of  the 
court-martial,  of  the  orders  which 
followed,  or  of  the  lofs  of  his  com- 
miffion. 

His  grace  alfo  maintained,  that 
the  noble  lord  could  have  no  juft 
claim  to  any  promotion  on  account 
of  his  fervices  as  American  fee  ro¬ 
tary.  He  had,  indeed,  accepted  of 
that  office,  at  a  time,  when,  per¬ 
haps,  no  perfon  living  but  himfelf 
could  have  fubmitted  to  the  pain 
and  the  dil grace  of  filling  it ;  when 
Great  Britain  had  fcarceiy  a  fmgle 
inch  of  an  external  territory  which 
fire  could  call  her  own  ;  when  not  a 
fingle  chance  p relented  itfelf  for 
our  reducing  the  colonies  to  obe¬ 
dience  ;  when  every  hope  was  fled  ; 
and  when  calamities,  ruffling  upon 
calamities,  had  plunged  us  in  de- 
fpair.  Thefe  were  the  circumftances 
under  which  the  noble  vifcount  came 
into  office  ;  and  it  might,  indeed, 
be  admitted,  that  he  had  been  Effi¬ 
ciently  adventurous,  in  undertaking 
the  management  of  affairs,  with 
which  all  others  feemed  uninclined 
to  intermeddle.  But  as  he  had  not 
profpered  in  his  endeavours,  as  he 
had  fee u red  no  advantage  what¬ 
soever  for  the  public,  but  had  left 
thhm  in  a  fituarion  more  ignomi- 
nious  and  unfortunate  than  that  in 
which  he  found  them,  he  could  not 
make  the  llighteft  claims  upon  his 
country  for  either  thanks  or  appro¬ 


bation  ;  and  had  abundant  reafon  t© 
be  aftonifhe'd  at  his  good  luck,  that, 
having  nearly  filled  up  the  whole 
meafure  of  our  diftrefs,  and,  too 
probably,  torn  afunder  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  from  America,  he  ftiould  not 
only  efcape  from  all  inquiries  with 
impunity,  but  even  be  rewarded  by 
an  advancement  to  the  dignity  of 
the  peerage. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  the 
earl  of  Southampton  feemed  inclin¬ 
ed  to  vindicate  the  proceedings  of 
the  court-martial,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
noble  lord  who  was  the  fubjebt  of 
the  prefent  motion  ;  but  he  declined 
entering  into  any  circumftantial  nar¬ 
ration  of  fadts  refpedting  the  battle 
of  Minden.  The  earl  of  Shelburne 
fupported  the  motion  ;  and  obierv- 
ed,  that  there  was  a  fb  iking  inffanee 
of  the  interference  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  opposition  to  the  improper 
exercife  of  the  prerogative  with 
refpedt  to  the  creation  of  peers, 
in  the  allegations  of  incompetency 
againft  the  earl  of  Bedford,  in  the 
feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Fourth  ;  nor  was  their 
interference  lefs  manifeff,  when,  in 
the  Sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  they  objected  to 
a  creation  for  no  other  reafon  but 
becaufe  they  confiderCd  it  as  unne^ 
ceftary.  Another  memorable  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  oppofition  of  the  honfe 
of  lords  againft  the  improper  ad¬ 
vancement  of  pel  Ions  to  the  peer¬ 
age,  was  exhibited  in  the  cafe  erf  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  the  favourite 
of  James  I,  and  Charles  I.  who  was 
reprefented,  in  one  of  the  articles 
of  impeachment  againft  him,  as 
having  criminally  advifed  his  fove- 
reigns  to  augment,  by  frefti  crea¬ 
tions,  the  number  of  the  nobles  of  the 
realm.  It  could  not,  indeed,  rea- 
fonably  be  queftioned,  but  that  the 
parliament  had  a  right,  in  a  variety 
of  cafes,  to  complain  againft,  and 
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‘to  endeavour  to  oppofe,  the  immo¬ 
derate  and  detrimental  exercife  of 
the  prerogative,  in  the  advancement 
to  the  peerage  or  individuals  unwor¬ 
thy  to  enjoy  a  rank  fo  full  of  dig¬ 
nity,  of  confequence,  and  honour. 
The  prerogative  of  creating*  peers 
could  not  be  veiled  in  the  crown  for 
any  other  purpofe,  than  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  profperity  of  the 
people,  and  in  the  moment  of  its 
departure  from  this  important  end, 
it  ought  to  meet  with  the  conllitu- 
tional  opposition  of  parliament. 

The  motion  was  alfo  vigorously 
fupported  by  the  earl  of  Derby, 
and  by  the  marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham  ;  but  was  oppofed  by  lord  Stor¬ 
mont,  lord  Walfingham,  the  earl 
pt  Denbigh,  and  the  lord-chan¬ 
cellor.  It  was  maintained  by  the 
latter,  that  it  was  an  intolerable 
hardfhip,  that  the  fentence  of  the 
court-martial  Should  be  brought  for- 
ward,  in  order  t®  convert  it  into  a 
fecond  ground  of  crimination  ;  and 
that  the  houfe  Should  be  advifed, 
in  oppofition  to  their  ufual  juSHce, 
to  fandtify,  confirm,  and  even  ag¬ 
gravate  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial,  without  having  before  them 
every  particle  of  the  cafe.  It  was 
the  ufual  pradtice  of  that  houfe,  in 
cafes  where  inquiries  were  thought 
necefiary,  firfi  to  investigate  the 
point  in  question  with  cooinefs,  de¬ 
liberation,  and  impartiality  ;  to  Slate 
the  charge  ;  to  listen  attentively  to 
the  defence  ;  and  ultimately  to 
ground  their  proceedings  upon  the 
ascertainment  of  a  Series  of  fads, 
ot  which  the  formal  depofitkm  \vas 
immediately  before  them.  But  this 
could  not  now  be  laid  to  be  the  cafe* 
it  was  alfo  evident,  that  the  orders, 
fuperadded  to  the  Sentence  of  the 
court-martial,  were  cruelly  unjufti- 
fiable,  and  carried  to  a  ground  of 
crimination  whereon  the  former  ne¬ 
ver*  was  de  Signed  to  reft.  The  mi¬ 


nisters,  who  had  afiumed  the  liberty 
of  recommending  to  the  fovereign 
the  publication  of  fuch  extraor¬ 
dinary  orders,  were  guilty  of  hav¬ 
ing  driven  the  crown  into  the  per¬ 
petration  of  an  ad  of  violent  in¬ 
justice  ;  an  ad,  which  Strove  to  fix 
upon  the  noble  vifeount  a  Stigma 
more  indelible  and  Severe,  than  any 
which  was  conveyed  againSt  him 
either  in  the  charge  or  in  the  fen¬ 
tence.  The  charge  proceeded  to 
accuSations  which  were  capital  in 
their  nature.  Of  thefe  the  noble 
vifeount  was  acquitted  by  the  court- 
martial,  the  members  of  which  had, 
with  particular  circumfpedion,  tied 
down  the  fentence  to  a  description 
of  criminality  lei's  aggravated  in  its 
kind,  and  amounting*  Solely  to  a  dip 
obedience  of  orders.  From  what  a 
variety  of  caufes,  not  bordering  on 
the  extremes  of  guilt,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  not  in  the  leail  involved  in  it, 
might  difobedience  of  orders  be  dif~ 
covered  to  originate  ?  On  Some  par¬ 
ticular  occafions,  a  difobedience  of 
orders,  fo  far  from  meriting  a  pu¬ 
nishment,  might  entitle  the  perfon 
difobeying*  to  praife  and  rewards. 
Difobedience  of  orders  might  arife 
from  inadvertency,  from  incompe¬ 
tency  of  judgment,  or  from  an  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  military  profession. 
And  would  any  man  ferioufly  con¬ 
tend,  that  an  officer,  falling  under 
either  of  thefe  predicaments,  would 
deferve  to  be  covered  with  fo  much 
disgrace  as  was  now  attempted  to 
be  heaped  upon  the  noble  vifeount. 
The  chancellor  concluded  by  re¬ 
marking,  that  he  hoped  their  lord- 
Ships  would  confult  the  dictates  of 
their  vvifdom,  justice,  candour,  and 
humanity  ;  and,  as  the  natural  re- 
fult  of  thofe  dictates,  rejedt  a  mo¬ 
tion  which  militated  fo  violently 
againft  them. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  93  againft  2 8.  But  3 
F  2  prote  ft 
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proteft  was  entered,  figned  by  nine 
peers,  in  which  the  fentence,  and 
the  public  orders,  were  particularly 
Rated,  and  in  which  they  declared, 
that  they  46  could  not  look  upon  the 
railing  to  the  peerage  a  perfon  lo 
circumftanced,  in  any  other  light, 
than  as  a  meafure  fatal  to  the  inter- 
efts,  as  well  as  to  the  glory  of  the 
crown,  and  to  the  dignity  of  that 
houfe,  intuiting  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  Sovereign,  and  like  wife  to 
every  furviving  branch  of  the  11- 


luftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick  ;  re* 
pugnant  to  every  principle  of  mili¬ 
tary  difcipline,  '  and  di redly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
honour  of  that  houfe,  and  to  that 
honour  which  has  for  ages  been 
the  glorious  charaderidic  of  the 
Britilh  nation,  and  which,  as  far 
as  could  depend  on  them,  they 
found  themfelves  called  upon,  not 
more  by  duty  than  inclination,  to 
tranfmit  pure  and  unfullied  to  pof- 
terity.” 


C  H  A  P.  X, 

Debate^  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  relative  to  the  Mutiny  AH.  Remarks  on 
the  Promotion  of  General  Arnold  in  the  B ritijh  Service .  Motion  made  by 
General  Burgoyne ,  that  an  Amendment  Jhould  be  made  in  the  Mutiny- aB , 
in  order  to  render  it  praBicable  for  him  to  be  brought  to  Trial .  The  Motion 
withdrawn.  Debate  on  a  renewed  Motion  of  Mr.  Fox ,  relative  to  the 
Mi  [management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy . 


ON  the  19th  of  February,  a 
debate  took  place,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  relative  to  the 
Mutiny-ad,  in  confequence  of  a 
motion  made  by  the  fecretary  at 
war.  It  was  obferved  by  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  that  the  ad  for  the  punilh- 
ment  of  mutiny  and  defertion  was 
hitherto  fo  limited  in  its  power, 
that,  although  it  invefted  the  crown 
with  the  important  right  of  making 
articles  of  war,  it  did  not  take  the 
proper  cognizance  of  fome  military 
crimes  committed  within  the  don-u¬ 
nions  of  Great  Britain,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  iflands  of  Jerfey, 
Guernfey,  Alderney,  Sark,  and 
Man.  For  offences  perpetrated  in 
thofe  parts  againft  the  martial  law, 
no  punishment  as  yet  extended  to 
either  life  or  limb  :  a  circumftance 
which  had  efcaped  the  general  at- 
ention,  until  the  trial  of  lieutenant- 
governor  Corbett,  when  it  was  dif- 


covered,  that  no  military  ad  of 
guilt,  committed  on  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey,  was  punifhable  with  death  ; 
and  the  utmoft' penalties  which  could 
be  inflided,  on  deliqucncies  of  this 
nature,  amounted  only  to  difmiffion. 
But  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  no 
place  ought  to  prove  a  fhelter,  from 
the  ftroke  of  juffice,  to  cowards  and 
to  traitors.  Impreffed  with  this 
idea,  he,  therefore,  begged  leave  to 
propofe  to  the  houfe,  that  a  claufe 
fliould  be  added  to  the  mutiny-ad, 
for  the  purpofe  of  punifhing  with 
death  all  thofe  who  might,  hereaf¬ 
ter,  either  defert  to  the  enemy,  at 
any  time,  or  fly  from  them  in  the 
day  of  battle,  or  fh  a  me  fully  furren- 
der  their  military  truft,  or  give  up 
any  fortrefs,  town,  citadel,  or  poll 
Committed  to  their  charge,  or  abet 
and  encourage  others  to  become 
guilty  of  the  like  crimes  and  mifde- 
mea nours,  in  Great  Britain,  the 
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Inlands  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Al¬ 
derney,  Sark,  and  Man,  as  well  as 
every  other  part  of  the  dominions 
belonging  to  his  majeily. 

Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  he 
fhould  not  agree  to  the  amendment 
propofed  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 
until  he  perfectly  underilood  its 
meaning ;  and  knew  the  length  to 
which  it  was  relolved  to  carry  it. 
Reformations  of  any  kind,  he  faid, 
came  with  an  aukward  grace  from 
the  prefent  miniHlers,  who,  as  poli¬ 
tical  delinquents,  appeared  deter¬ 
mined  never  to  reform  themfelves. 
To  heap  rewards  upon  the  coward 
and  the  traitor,  and  yet  make  laws 
to  punifh  puliilanimity  and  peril- 
dioufnefs,  was  fo  ridiculous  an  in- 
confillency,  that  it  could  only  pro¬ 
voke  laughter,  if  the  refult  of  it 
did  not  render  it  a  theme  for  indig¬ 
nation  and  abhorrence.  A  recom- 
penfe  wras  now  at  hand,  for  every 
kind  of  guilt  which  either  feemed, 
or  really  proved  ferviceable  to  the 
wretched  views  of  an  abandoned 
minifiry  ;  and  preferments,  honours, 
and  creations,  were  multiplied,  in 
proportion  to  the  di  (grace  and  cal  a-* 
mity  with  which  the  nation  had 
been  overwhelmed.  As  a  return 
for  the  decline  ol  power,  opulence, 
and  commerce,  the  nation  had  been 
amufed  with  augmentations  of  the 
peerage,  and  with  the  advancement 
of  obnoxious  individuals  to  the 
highelf  dignities  of  the  realm. 

Mr.  Burke  then  adverted  to  the 
cafe  of  general  Arnold  ;  and  ob~ 
ferved,  that  the  claufe,  which  the 
fecretary  at  war  was  fo  anxious  to 
add  to  the  mutiny-abl,  would  fcarce- 
ly  operate  as  an  incentive  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  convert,  to  perfevere 
in  the  difcharge  of  duties,  which 
had  but  little,  unlefs  it  were  their 
novelty,  to  recommend  them.  No 
man  coulds  venture  to  deny,  that 
Mr,  Arnold  had  accepted  of  a  com- 
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mand  from  thofe  who  were  called 
rebels ;  that  he  had  received  from 
them  his  pay ;  and  had  proved 
faithlefs  to  the  trull  which  they  re¬ 
po  fed  in  him  :  thus  becoming,  in 
the  full  meaning  of  the  expreffion, 
a  rebel  to  rebels.  Could  it  be  fe- 
rioufly  believed,  that  fuch  a  perfon 
either  merited  a  fingle  grain  of  con¬ 
fidence,  or  would  be  worked  upon, 
by  any  laws  whatever,  to  ferve  with 
ftridt  fidelity  the  people  and  the 
fovereign  againfl  whom  he  was  be¬ 
fore  in  arms,  and  to  whom  he  fled, 
in  the  very  micift  of  a£ts  of  treache¬ 
ry  to  the  dates  whole  caufe  he  had 
deferted  ?  A  promotion  of  confe- 
quence  in  the  Britifli  army  had, 
however,  been  bellowed  upon  this 
man,  whofe  con  duel  had  been  marked 
by  glaring  firokes  of  cruelty  and 
perfidioufnefs,  and  which  had  fur- 
nilhed  an  indubitable  proof,  that  he 
who  would,  on  one  fide,  have  fa- 
crificed  an  army,  was  too  dangerous 
a  man  to  be  entrufled  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  troops  belonging  to  the 
oppoiing  party.  But  with  the  fame 
prodigal  hand  with  which  great  mi¬ 
litary  honours  were  fcattered,  with¬ 
out  dillindlion,  at  lead  as  much  up¬ 
on  the  worthlefs  as  the  worthy,  civil 
dignities  and  preferments,  ol  the  firfl 
confequence  in  the  nation,  were  be¬ 
llowed  on  men,  much  more  confpi- 
cuous  for  their  good  fortune  than, 
their  merit,  and  fome  of  whom  had 
no  inconliderable  lhare  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  thofe  meafures,  which 
teuded  to  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of 
their  country. 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  made  fome  remarks 
relative  to  the  cafe  of  general  Ar- 
nold,  and  to  the  advancement  of 
Lord  George  Germain  to  the  peer¬ 
age.  With  refpedt  to  the  former, 
he  faid,  that  he  felt  confiderable 
apprehenfions  when  he  heard,  that 
this  convert  from  the  Americans 
had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
F  3  bri- 
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b r i g a d'er-gene r ?.l  j  but  when  rend- 
ing  a  Gazette,  publifhed  foon  after 
this,  extraordinary  event,  he  difco- 
vered,  with  how  unbounded  a  free- 
dom,  the  fame  charaAer  difperfed 
his  panegyrics,  and  feattered  his 
abufe  and  cenfure,  upon  thofe  Bn- 
tifh  officer  whom  he  prefamed  to 
make  the  objects  either  of  the  one 
or  of  the  other,  he  felt  a  diffeient 
and  a  new  fenfa'ion  ;  and  he  fhu  dr 
dered  at  the  predicament  in  which 
his  gallant  countrymen  hood,  when, 
In  their  military  capacity,  they  were 
marked  out,  without  meriting  fo  ig¬ 
nominious  a  degradation,  lor  eithei 
the  applaufe  or  the  reproaches  of 
general  Arnold.  Being  little  accuf- 
toined  to  regard  military  men  in  a 
light  favourable  to  the  principles  of 
the  confutation,  he  had,  hitherto, 
confide  red  them  with  tear  and  jea- 
loufy  ;  but  they  were  now  become 
much  lets  objects  of  his  apprehen- 
licn  than  of  his  pity.  However, 
as  fuch  officers  as  general  Arnold 
were  employed,  the  amendment  to 
the  mu'tiny-bjll,  propofed  by  the 
fecretarv  at  war,  might  be  very  ne- 
cefTary,  As  Mr.  Arnold,  in  the 
chamber  of  an  American  officer, 
had  treacheroully  abandoned  the 
command  with  which  he  was  en- 
tr lifted,  and  as  he  was  now  reward¬ 
ed  with  an  active  military  promo¬ 
tion  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  he  might 
not  improbably  proceed  hereafter  to 
iimilar  tranfgreffions,  and  facrifice 
our  own  troops  for  lucre  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  Hence  might  originate  the 
propofed  amendment  for  the  mutiny- 
bill  ;  urdefs,  perhaps,  it  took  its 
rife  from  a  recollection  of  the  battle 
of  M  infen,  and  the  circumftances 
which  at! ended  a  late  advancement 
to  a  feat  in  the  fir  ft  affembly  of  the 
feed  fata  re.  After  ferae  farther  de- 
bate,  the  amendment,  propofed  by 
the  fecretarv  at  war,  was  agreed  to 
£>y  the  houie. 
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By  the  mutity-biil,  no  officer  Is 
liable  to  be  tried  for  any  offence 
committed  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  Bluing  of  the  warrant 
for  fuch  trial.  When  this  claufe 
came  to  be  read,  general  Burgoyne 
moved,  that  the  following  words 
flioold  be  added  as  an  amendment 
«  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  on¬ 
ly  excepted,  who,  by  being  a  pri¬ 
soner  under  the  convention  with  the 
enemy,  and  engaged  to  the  enemy 
by  a  fpecial  parole,  has  been  pre¬ 
cluded  from  taking  his  trial  within 
the  term  of  three  years.”  The  ge¬ 
neral  obferved,  that  it  was  not  poffi- 
ble  that  the  military  law,  under  its 
prefent  powers  of  extenlion,  could 
reach  him  for  any  delinquencies,  of 
which  he  might  have  been  fuppofed 
guilty,  during  the  campaign  which 
clofed  with  the  convention  of  Sara¬ 
toga.  But,  from  the  day  of  his  re¬ 
turn  to  England,  he  had  courted,, 
provoked,  and  purlued,  by  all  the 
means  within  his  power,  an  inquiry 
relative  to  every  particular  of  his 
conduct  throughout  the  wholfe  of 
that  campaign.  He  was  ftili  ar¬ 
dently  deiirous  of  being  brought  tq 
a  trial,  and  that  the  fulleft  invefti- 
gation  of  his  military  condudf  in 
America  fhould  take  place  ;  and 
that  it  might  be  effected  by  an 
act  of  parliament  on  purpofe,  if 
other  means  were  infufneient. 

The  motion,  for  a  particular  ex¬ 
ception  in  the  limitation  claufe  of 
the  mutiny-adt,  in  the  cafe  of  ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne,  was  oppoied  eveiy, 
by  that  gentleman’s  friends,  as  a 
dangerous  precedent.  Very  high 
compliments,  however,  were  be- 
flowed  upon  the  general  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate  :  but  it  was  ob¬ 
ferved  by  Mr.  Dunning,  that  the 
claufe,  as  propofed  by  Mr.  Eur- 
goyne,  would  fall  extremely  fhort 
of  that  efficacy  to  which  he  meant 
that  it  fhould  reach.  No  power 
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whatfoever,  not  even  the  omnipo¬ 
tence  of  parliament,  could  place  the 
general  within  the  confideration  of 
the  mutiny-bill.  He  had  exceeded 
the  time  prefcribed  by  it,  and  no 
reference  could  bring  him  back 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  law. 
He,  therefore,  hoped,  that  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  would  withdraw  a 
motion,  which  could  not,  confidently 
with  any  legal  principle,  take  place 
as  to  himfelf,  whole  capture  hap¬ 
pened  in  1777,  and  who  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  amenable  to  a  trial,  after 
the  expiration  of  three  years  from 
that  period. 

The  following'  day  another  de¬ 
bate  took  place,  on  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  navy  in 
the  year  1781,  in  co'nfeq uence  of 
a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  fimilar 
to  one  that  he  had  formerly  made, 
and  of  which  we  have  already  given 
an  account;  but  which  he  now  re¬ 
newed,  in  order  that  it  might  Hand 
recorded  upon  the  journals  of  the 
houfe ;  which  Was  not  the  cafe  be¬ 
fore,  the  motion  having  been  nega¬ 
tived  in  a  committee.  It  was  his 
with,  he  faid,  not  merely  to  con-- 
vince  the  nation,  and  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  but  alfo  to  deliver  down 
to  poderity,  an  authentic  evidence 
of  the  faff,  that  after  a  year,  during 
the  courfe  of  which  the  naval  opera¬ 
tions  of  Great  Britain  were  wretched¬ 
ly  planned,  and  fatally  conducted,  ex¬ 
citing  the  adonifhment  of  all  man- 
kind,  fuch  public  virtue  was  Bill 
remaining  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  that  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people  brought  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  mifmanagement  of 
the  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  his  col¬ 
leagues,  under  the  ferious  and  de¬ 
liberate  difeuffion  ot  that  affembly, 
and  that  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  honed  and  independent  mem¬ 
bers,  awakened  to  a  full  fenfe  of 
what  was  owing  to  their  con  flit  it¬ 


ems  and  to  their  country,  with  noble 
and  unfullied  patriotifm,  fupported 
the  motion,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
folving,  that  they  were  not  blind  to 
that  which  all  the  world  confidered 
with  furprize,  if  not  with  indigna¬ 
tion.  Indeed,  at  a  period  lefs  pro¬ 
fligate  and  corrupt  than  the  prefent, 
adminid ration  would  not  have  dared 
to  keep  the  earl  of  Sandwich  in  his 
place,  for  even  a  fingle  day,  after 
the  lad  division  upon  the  motion, 
which  was  now  again  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe.  In  better  times,  a 
minority  like  that  which  had  ap¬ 
peared  on  that  divilion,  would  have 
had  all  the  effedt  of  a  majority. 
Bu  t  the  mini  hers  now  carried  things 
with  fo  imperious  and  infolent  a 
hand,  that  they  fcrupled  not  to  dy 
in  the  face  of  the  people.-  That 
the  bulk  of  the  kingdom  regarded 
the  miniilerial  conduct  of  the  drft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  abhorrence,  could  not  b& 
doubted  by  thole  who  ferioufly 
confidered  of  whom  the  minority, 
on  that  memorable  occadon,  were 
formed  ;  a  minority  which  abfo- 
lutely  declared  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
people,  and  were  equal  to  the  fulled: 
evidence,  that  it  was  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  nation,  that  the  affairs 
of  the  navy  were  fhamefully  mil- 
managed  by  the  minider  of  that  de¬ 
partment,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1781  ;  and  that  he  ought 
immediately  to  be  removed  from 
the  office  of  lird  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty. 

* 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  foifie 
of  the  fame  particulars  were  dif- 
cufied,  refpeefing  the  management 
of  the  navy,  which  had  been  can- 
vaffied  in  the  preceding  debates  ; 
and  of  which,  therefore,  we  fhall 
not  now  make  any  repetition.  But 
fundry  other  topics  were  introduced, 
of  which  it  may  be  proper  that  we. 
fhould  take  fome  notice* 
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It  was  contended  by  earl  Nugent, 
on  behalf  of  lord  Sandwich,  that 
the  points  of  naval  malmanagement, 
alleged  again#  that  nobleman,  were 
of  fuch 'a  nature,  that  none  could 
be  confidered  as  competent  to  decide 
upon  them,  who,  to  a  perfect  fami¬ 
liarity  with  profeffional  and  techni¬ 
cal  practice,  had  not  added  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  maritime  af¬ 
fairs,  and  of  the  comparative  im¬ 
portance  of  the  different  objedfs. of 
the  war.  His  lordfhtp  alfo  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  noble  earl,  who  pre- 
fided  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  had 
difcovered  fuch  an  a&ive,  indefati¬ 
gable,  and  fortunate  attention  to 
the  execution  of  his  duty,  that  he 
merited  net  the  confute  and  refent- 
ment,  but  the  refpect  and  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  country.  In  particular, 
it  was  well  known,  that,  atthepre- 
fent  period,  the  king’s  yards  con¬ 
tained  more  timber,  than  they  had 
been  flocked  with  at  any  preceding 
epoch,  fince  Great  Britain  became 
the  miff  refs'  of  a  navy.  If  the  en¬ 
terprises  of  our  fleets  were  not 
crowned  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  men 
of  fanguine  hopes  had  been  accuff 
tomed  to  expect,  the  circumffance 
fhould  be  ailribed  folely  to  the 
chance  of  war,  and  to  thofe  inter¬ 
ventions  which  the  noble  earl  could 
not  forefee,  and  for  which  ccnfe- 
quently  he  was  not  refponffble.  His 
lordfhip  alfo  enrneffly  recommended 
unanimity  to  the  heufe  ;  and  wifhed 
that  the  members  of  it,  throwing 
alide,  upon  the  prefent  oecafion,  all 
unbecoming  contention  for  places 
and  for  power,  and  too  ffroiig  a  pro- 
penfity  for  cenfuring,  where  not  a 
ground  for  finding  fault  exifted,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  where  there  was 
much  to  praife,  would  ffruggle  to 
bxtinguifh  all  diflenfion  ;  that  they 
would  ad  with  the  united  force  of 
the  colleded  talents  of  the  king¬ 
dom  •  and  not  increafc,  by  violent 
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and  ineffectual  difputes,  the  danger 
of  a  fltuation,  which  cried  aloud  for 
help  from  every  quarter  where  it 
was  poffible  to  procure  it. 

(General  Conway  defended  the 
motion  ;  and  remarked,  that  there 
were  occafions,  and  the  prefent  was 
one  of  them,  in  which  the  unani¬ 
mity  fo  much  recommended,  was  an 
attainment  of  all  others  the  lead  to 
be  defired.  Thofe  who  felt  a  vir¬ 
tuous  anxiety,  for  the  prelervation 
of  their  country  ,  could  not  wifh  for 
unanimity  under  the  prefent  m miff- 
try,  who,  with  an  inflexible  and  at¬ 
rocious  perverfenefs,  ftili  profecuted 
thofe  meafures,  which  had  reduced 
this  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin® 
Under  'fuch  circumftances,  unani¬ 
mity  muff  become  criminal,  and 
contention  was  a  virtue.  At  the 
prefent  alarming  and  difgraceful  pe¬ 
riod,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  honell: 
man,  not  to  coalefce  with  the  mi™ 
ni'ffers,  but  to  oppofe  them.  Poli¬ 
tical  unanimity  fhould  be  fuppreffed, 
until  the  effablifhment  of  thofe  poli¬ 
tical  fy Items,  in  which  vvifdom,  for¬ 
titude,  and  juftice,  might  prevail, 
and  lead  the  nation  back  to  its  ha¬ 
bitual  fplendor,  profperity,  and  ho¬ 
nour.  Unanimity  had  often  been 
recommended  in  that  houle  ;  and  on 
fotne  of  thefe  occafions,  even  the 
advocates  of  the  prefent  miniffry 
had  ventured  to  mention  the  admff 
niff  ration  of  the  earl  of  Chatham. 
But  was  it  poffible,  that  men  of  any 
ciafs  could  have  forgotten,  the  wide 
and  the  amazing  difference  between 
the  afpebt  of  the  prefent  times,  and 
the  complexion  of  thofe  under  the 
refplendent  and  luccefstul  admi- 
niffration  of  that  great  ftatefman  ? 
"Ihen,  indeed,  had  unanimity  arifen 
to  its  utmoft  height.  The  gallant 
efforts  of  our  fleets  and  armies  were 
crowned  with  vibtory  :  freffi  territo¬ 
ries  were  added  to  the  dominion's  of 
the  empire  ;  the  vigour  and  the  ex¬ 
tent 
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Sent  of  commerce  increafed  beyond 
the  precedent  of  any  former  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  the  Englifh  hiftory  ; 
and  the  nation  rofe,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  glorious  war,  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  uninterrupted  peace,  of 
opulence,  felicity,  and  honour.  But 
as  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  fuch  had 
been  their  mifconduht,  their  folly, 
and  their  obilinacy,  and  inch  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  their  mea~ 
f u res,  that  the  Britifh  empire  was 
covered  with  fhame  and  with  mif- 
fortune. 

Sir  Horace  Mann  fpoke  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  queltion,  and  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
board  of  admiralty  might  have  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  with  much  more 
vigour  and  effedt,  than  they  had 
hitherto  difcovered,  in  providing  for 
the  fupport  and  the  increafe  of  our 
fleets  ;  and  that  if  they  had  co¬ 
operated  to  this  important  end,  by 
all  the  means  which  fell  within  their 
grafp,  the  Britifh  navy  would  not 
have  loft  that  illuftrious  pre-emi¬ 
nence,  which  was,  in  former  times, 
fupported  by  the  fuperiority  of  its 
power,  and  by  the  frequency  of  its 
conquefts.  The  unanimous  opinion 
of  pcrfons  on  the  continent,  from 
which,  fir  Horace  faid,  he  had 
lately  arrived,  was,  that  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  marine  of  England 
were  miferably  negledted.  When 
he  converfed  abroad,  in  relation  to 
this  fubject,  with  an  imperial  officer, 
the  latter  obierved,  that  the  English 
nation,  in  ccnfequence  of  thofe  fa¬ 
tal  rrieaiures  in  which  their  miniftry 
fo  obftinately  perfevered,  was  de¬ 
graded  in  the  eyes  of  every  foreign¬ 
er  of  fenfe  and  underftanding.  At 
former  periods,  the  mere  name  of 
an  Englifhman  procured  a  man  re- 
ip  ect  abroad,  and  operated  as  pow¬ 
erfully  as  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
'  tion  ;  but,  fince  the  prefent  fyilem 

of  adininiftration  prevailed,  fir  Ho- 
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race  faid,  he  had  himfelf  expe« 
rienced  the  melancholy  reverfe. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  ihould  he  a- 
fhamed  to  return  to  his  conftituents, 
without  being  able  to  allure  them, 
that  he  had  voted  in  fupport  of  the 
motion,  for  ceni  tiring  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  William  Pitt  folemnly  pro- 
tefted,  that,  in  his  heart  and  con¬ 
fidence,  he  firmly  believed,  that  the 
minifter  of  the  marine  department 
had  been  guilty  of  fcandalous  ne¬ 
glect  in  his  attempts  to  iuperintend 
the  great  bufinefs  of  the  navy.  In¬ 
deed,  on  this  occafion,  but  one  fin- 
cere  opinion  could  exift ;  and  every 
member  of  the  houfe,  in  fpite  of 
thofe  connexions,  thofe  interefts, 
thofe  perfonal  prejudices,  and  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  motives,  which  often 
warped  men's  condudt  within  thofe 
walls,  mull  think  alike  concerning- 
the  mifmanagement  fo  vifibly  pre¬ 
dominant  in  a!i  the  meafures  of  the 
board  of  admiralty.  They  who 
properly  attended  to  the  papers  on 
the  table,  mu  ft  be  compelled  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  nothing  ihort  of  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  minifter  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  department,  from  that  poll, 
which  he  was  incapable  of  filling, 
either  with  credit  to  himfelf,  or 
with  advantage  to  his  country,  could 
retrieve  the  iall  from  fhame  and 
from  misfortune.  Thofe  who  ex¬ 
amined,  thoroughly  and  impartial¬ 
ly,  into  the  particulars  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  muft  confider  him  as  one  of 
the  chief  authors  of  the  calamity 
and  the  diigrace  of  this  devoted 
country  ;  as  an  obftacle  to  the  rc- 
efiablifhment  of  its  profperity  and 
fplendor,  and  as  a  dangerous  minif¬ 
ter,  the  continuance  of  whofe  in¬ 
fluence  muft  overwhelm  the  ftate 
with  irretrievable  deftrudtion. 

Lord  Howe  aliened,  that  the  fav- 
ings  which  might  have  been  made, 
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during  a  preceding  courfe  of  years, 
out  of  the  Turns  voted  by  parliament 
for  the  maintenance  of  teamen, 
amounted  to  four  millions  fieri  mg  ; 
with  which  money  the  board  of 
admiralty  might  have  conftrucled 
fifteen  or  twenty  men  of  war  of  the 
line.  The  navy  extraordinaries,  for 
the  prefent  year,  alfo  furpufted,  in 
an  aftonifhing  degree,  and  fuch  as 
could  not  juftly  be  accounted  for  by 
any  particularity  of  circutnffances, 
all  thofe  of  any  former  aera  whatfo- 
ever.  They  were  greater  than  in 
the  laft  year  by  the  enormous  fum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  _thoufand 
pounds.  It  was  certain,  that,  by 
judicious  management,  our  fleets 
misrht  have  been  rendered  more 
powerful  and  numerous ;  and  it  was 
alfo  m.anifeft,  that  the  men  of  war, 
of  which  Great  Britain  was  a&ualiy 
poftcifcd,  were  not  employed  for 
thofe  important  and  beneficial  pur- 
pofes,  to  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  mini  her  of  the  marine  depart¬ 
ment  to  have  applied  them. 


The  lord-advocate  of  Scotland 
vindicated  the  earl  of  Sandwich  ; 
and  entered  into  fome  minute  dif- 
quifitions  refpedling  the  condudl  of 
the  board  of  admiralty.  Thefe 
were  ridiculed,  in  a  very,  farcallic 
manner,  by  Mr.  Dunning ;  who 
complimented  the  learned  lord  upon 
his  exhibiting  fuch  finking  evidence 
of  his  being  equally  a  great  lawyer 
and  an  accomplifhed  feaman.  The 
extreme  accuracy  and  depth  of  his 
refearches  into  maritime  affairs  muff,, 
Mr.  Dunning  faid,  have  aftonifhed 
the  houfe  :  luch,  indeed,  were  his 
nautical  accompliflfments,  that  if, 
for  any  length  of  time,  he  fnould 
continue  on  his  courfe,  improving' 
as  rapidly  towards  the  clofe  of  it 
as  at  the  time  of  its  commence¬ 
ment,  it  would  not  prove  at  all 
furprizing,  were  he  to  gain  and  to 
deferve  the  appellation  of  the  firft 
great  naval  advocate  of  England. 
After  a  long  debate,  the  motion  was 
rejected,  by  a  majority  of  2 36  to 
21  7. 


CHAP.  XI. 

T)  co  ate  on  a  Motion  of  General  Conway,  that  an  Addrefs  f could  he  prefer  ted 
■v  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Majefly ,  hefeeching  him  to  take  into  his 
mnfidiration  toe  Calamities  of  the  American  war,  and  to  .adopt  the  proper 
Meafuresfor  putting  a  flop  to  any  farther  Proflecution  of  it.  The  Motion 
loii  only  by  a  fling te  Hole.  The  Budget  opened  by  the  Minifler.  Up  wards 
oj  \ twenty -two  Millions  required  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1782.  A 
■foanpropofled  of  Thirteen  Millions  Five  Hundred  Thoufland  Bounds .  The 
M  infer  s  Rcquifltions  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe . 


r1PHE  ruinous  tendency  of  the 
JL  >  American  war  was  now  fo 
ftrikingly  apparent,  that  it  became 
necefiary  for  thofe,  who  had  a  juil 
fenfe  of  the  dangerous  fituaticn  of 
their  country,  who  wiftied  well  to 
its  interefts,  or  even  to  prevent  its 
deitrudtion,  to  exert  their  moil  vi¬ 


gorous  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  fo 
fatal  a  conteft.  Accordingly  on  the 
2 2d  of  February,  a  motion  was 
made  by  general  Conway,  “  That 
an  humble  addrefs  fnould  be  pre- 
iented  to  his  majefty.,.,  earneftly  im** 
ploritrg  his  majefty,  that,  taking 
into  his  royal  confideration  the 
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many  and  great  calamities  which 
had  attended  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war,  and  the  heavy  burthens  there? 
by  brought  on  his  loyal  ami  affection¬ 
ate  people,  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  liflen  to  the  humble  pray¬ 
er  and  advice  of  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  that  the  war  on  the  continent 
of  North  America  might  no  longer 
be  purfued  for  the  impracticable 
purpofe  of  reducing  that  country  to 
obedience  by  force :  and  expreifing 
their  hope,  that  the  earned:  defire, 
and  diligent  exertion,  to  reflate  the 
public  tranquillity,  of  which  they  had 
received  his  majefiy’s  moil  gracious 
affurances,  might,  by  a  happy  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  the  revolted  colonies, 
be  forwarded  and  made  effectual ;  to 
which  great  end,  his  majeily’s  faith¬ 
ful  commons  would  be  ready  mod 
chearfully  to  give  their  utmod  abid¬ 
ance.”  In  the  fpeech  by  which  he  in¬ 
troduced  this  motion,  the  general  afk- 
ed,  Whether  it  were  podible  to  avoid 
reprobating  that  horrid  war,  of 
which  the  char  after  i  die  features 
were  cruelty  and  tyranny,  and  of 
which  the  progrefs  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  in  characters  of  blood  ?  Could 
any  man,  who  uttered  the  real  fen- 
timents  of  his  heart,  refrain  from 
execrating  thofe  hodilities,  which 
had  been  the  caufe  of  the  fruitlefs 
wade  of  millions  of  the  public  trea- 
fure,  and  of  the  lofs,  more  dreadfully 
irreparable,  of  thoufands  of  men 
who  were  the  flower  of  the  Britidi 
fleets  and  armies  ?  That  individual, 
who,  having  contemplated  the  pre¬ 
fent  ignominious  and  unfortunate 
{ituation  of  affairs,  could  dill  plead 
in  favour  of  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  mud  be  a  mere  body  without  a 
jfoul ;  devoid  of  every  feeling  which 
dignifies  mankind,  and  which  places 
them  above  the  level  of  the  brute 
creation.  He  mud  be  deeped  in 
folly,  and  in  barbarity,  who,  hav¬ 
ing  traced  the  footdeps  of  this  fran¬ 
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tic  war,  in  all  the  violence  of  defo- 
iation,  in  the  mercilefs  demolition 
of  towns,  and  in  the  murder  of 
private  families,  in  favage  outrages 
through  every  quarter  of  America, 
and  in  the  quick  increafe  of  the  in¬ 
terior  calamities  of  this  devoted 
ifland,  would  not  with  ardour  wifh 
for  the  return  of  reconciliation,  and 
think  that  it  was  fcarcely  podible  to 
buy  it  at  too  dear  a  price.  All 
hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  war,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  were  now  at 
an  end.  Notwithdanding  the  in- 
fidious  representations  that  had  been 
made  of  the  date  of  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  fact  was,  that  not  a  lingle 
friend  to  the  Britifh  government 
could  be  dilcovered,  ainongd  the 
inhabitants  of  North  America,  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
Whatever  real  friends  there  might 
have  been  to  the  Britifh  minider, 
they  had  been  converted,  by  the 
depredations,  the  rapes,  and  the 
murders,  of  which  the  Britifh  troops 
had  fo  frequently  proved  guilty, 
into  malignant  enemies.  We  had, 
indeed,  at  prefent,  no  object  to  con¬ 
tend  for :  tor  if  it  could  be  admit¬ 
ted,  for  a  moment,  even  for  the 
fake  of  argument,  that  it  were  pof- 
fibie  we  might  conquer  at  the  lad, 
what  benefits  would  repay  the  drug¬ 
gie  for  the  victory  ?  We  fhould  then 
only  gain  a  defart,  a  country  depo¬ 
pulated  by  the  war,  which  our  def- 
potifm  and  barbarity,  our  avarice 
and  ambition,  our  antipathy  for 
freedom,  and  our  paidon  for  injus¬ 
tice,  had  kindled  in  her  bofom. 
But  all  expeditions  of  this  kind' 
were  in  the  highed  degree  vain  and 
abfurd  ;  though  he  had  received  in¬ 
telligence,  the  general  find,  from  a 
perfon  lately  arrived  from  America, 
in  whole  veracity,  experience,  and 
difcernment,  he  could  implicitly 
confide,  that  the  people  of  that 
country,  although  in  arms  againd 
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us,  were  frill  anxious  for  the  acccm- 
plifhinent  of  peace.  He  was  alfo 
allured,  that  certain  individuals,  at 
no  considerable  diftance,  were  irn- 
powered,  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
srrefs,  to  treat  with  the  minifters  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  attainment  or 
fo  effential  an  object.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  were  not  unknown  to 
government  j  and  a  noble  lord,  who 
had  lately  retired  from  the  office  of 
fecretary  of  ft  ate  for  the  American 
department,  had  been  particularly 
applied  to  on  this  interefting  occa- 
fion.  What  reafon  could  the  mi- 
nifters  affign,  why  they  had  neglect¬ 
ed  to  improve  this  fingular  advan¬ 
tage,  and  feemed  to  fpurn  at  all 
ideas  of  negotiation  ?  Could  it  be 
poffible,  that  a  feries  of  ignomi¬ 
nious  mifearriages  and  defeats,  had 
not  yet  operated  as  a  cure  for  the  in¬ 
human  and  deffrudfive  love  of  war  ? 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  that  it  behoved  the  minifters 
to  negociate  for  peace,  almoft  on 
any  terms.  But  as  they  had  hither¬ 
to  done  nothing  of  this  kind,  it  was 
indifpenfibly  neceffary  that  the  par¬ 
liament  ffiould  interfere,  and  put  an 
immediate  end  to  a  war  fo  calami¬ 
tous,  fo  fatal,  and  fo  deftruCtive. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  lord 
John  Cavendifh,  who  remarked, 
that  the  American  war  had  been  a 
war  of  malice  and  refentment,  with¬ 
out  either  dignity  in  its  conduct, 
probability  in  its  objeCt,  or  juftice 
in  its  origin.  It  had  been  deftruc- 
tive  to  Great  Britain  in  all  its  con- 
fequences,  it  had  reduced  us  to  the 
ignominious  alternative  of  either 
laying  down  our  arms,  or  perlifting 
in  a  conflict,  which  muff  inevitably 
lead  us;!to  irrecoverable  ruin.  But 
though  almoff  all  men  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  necefiity  of  putting 
an  end  to  this  unhappy  war,  yet  it 
was  obfervable,  that,  during  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  leffion,  the 


minifters  had  worded,  with  fuel* 
artful  circuiiifpeCtion,  their  intima¬ 
tions  to  the  houfe  concerning  the 
intended  mode  of  profecuting  the 
war  amiinft  America,  that  no  man 
could  difeover  what  their  real  fen- 
timents  were  upon  the  fubjeCE  They 
feemed,  however,  determined  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  war  in  l'ome  mode  or 
other ;  though  the  madnefs  of  their 
condudf,  and  their  perfeverance  in 
hoftilities,  of  which  even  the  fuc- 
ceffes  were  accompanied  by  difafters, 
would  give  a  fanCtion  to  the  idea, 
that  they  fuppofed,  in  conformity 
to  the  fentiment  of  the  Greek  poet, 
that  the  whole  was  not  fo  much  as 
the  half',  and  that  they  ffill  deter¬ 
mined,  becaufe  a  portion  of  the 
Britifh  empire  had  been  difinem- 
bered,  by  the  calamities  of  war,  to 
try  experiments,  and  to  fee  whether 
an  additional  amputation  might  not 
impart  frefh  vigour  to  the  mutilated 
remainder.  But  it  was  high  time 
that  the  parliament  fhould  interfere, 
and  by  an  immediate  application  to 
the  crown,  prevent  the  farther  pro- 
fecution  of  thefe  frantic  projects. 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  the  new  fe¬ 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  American 
department,  now  rofe,  and  declared, 
that  peace  with  America  was  one  of 
the  fit  It  whiles  of  his  heart ;  and 
that  no  perfon  whatsoever  could  feel 
a  mope  fincere  anxiety  for  the  return 
of  it  than  himfelf.  It  was  not  his 
opinion  at  any  period,  either  before 
or  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  that  force  alone  could  have 
brought  back  the  colonies  to  their 
obedience ;  but  he  had  conceived, 
that  Inch  judicious  exertions  of  our 
fleets  and  armies  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe,  as  would  have  afforded  a 
tull  protection  to  the  friends  of  go¬ 
vernment,  might  have  accelerated 
that  reconciliation,  for  the  accom- 
plilhinent  of  which  all  parties  were, 
fo  exceedingly  defirous.  That  there 
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were  numbers  in  America,  who 
were  attached  to  our  caufe,  he 
could  affert  from  indifputable  au¬ 
thority.  There  was  reafon  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  power  of  the  l'word, 
with  all  its  naturally  expedled  effi¬ 
cacy,  would  not  have  mote  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  re-urliori  of  America 
with  Great  Britain,  than  the  abhor¬ 
rence  and  deteftation,  with  which 
a  very  conliderable  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  former  regarded  the 
oppreffive  tyranny  of  the  congrefs. 
As  to  the  firft  mode  of  conducing 
the  naval  and  military  operations 
again!!  America,  he  had  been  once 
of  opinion  that  it  was  the  mod  eli¬ 
gible  ;  but  he  now  confefTed,  that 
he  regarded  it  as  abfolutely  requi- 
flte  to  profecute  hoifilities  by  fuch 
means  as  were  diilimilar  from  the 
pad.  A  driking  change  of  circum- 
llances  had  taken  place,  and  thefe 
of  courfe  demanded  a  change  of 
meafures.  The  war,  now  raging- 
in  America,  was  not  fo,  properly  a 
war  againd  the  colonies,  as  with 
France.  The  American  army  was 
now  led  on  by  French  generals,  and 
incorporated  with  French  troops. 
Not  lefs,  therefore,  might  it  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  French  war  in  America, 
than  the  lad  war  had  been  regarded 
as  a  French  war  in  Germany.  In 
order  to  obtain  peace  with  America, 
we  mud  vanquifh  the  French.  A 
conqueii  of  this  nature  would  ine¬ 
vitably  root  out  the  faction  now  pre¬ 
valent  in  that  unhappy  country  ;  a 
faction,  vfhich  had  continued  in  re- 
fidance  to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom,  either  from  motives  of 
ambition,  or  from  a  diflike  to  mo¬ 
narchy.  That  this  faction,  how¬ 
ever  powerful,  was  lefs  numerous 
than  the  party  of  the  loyalids,  ap¬ 
peared  from  advices  received  from 
the  mod  relpedtable  authorities. 
However,  at  the  prefent  juncture, 
gdminidration  were  confcious  of  the 


neceffity  of  contracting  the  fcale  of 
war  in  North  America  ;  and  for  the 
truth  of  this  alTertion,  the  houfe 
need  not  depend  on  the  mere  decla¬ 
rations  of  the  fervants  or  the  crown. 
They  might  difcover,  from  the  ar¬ 
my  edimates  which  were  lying  on 
the  table,  that  though  the  nation 
had  experienced  a  fevere  calamity, 
in  consequence  of  the  capture  of 
the  array  in  Virginia  under  earl 
Cornwallis,  yet  no  intention  had 
been  conceived  of  fending  out  frefli 
military  forces  in  order  to  replace  it* 
No  man,  wrho  reflected  on  this  cir- 
cumdance,  could  entertain  a  doubt* 
but  that  it  was  the  real  defign  of  ad- 
minidration  to  draw  into  a  narrow 
compafs  the  future  operations  of  the 
war  againd  the  colonies.  The  re¬ 
verie  happened  after  the  convention 
of  Saratoga.  The  iofs  of  our  army, 
on  that  calamitous  occafion,  was  al- 
mod  immediately  repaired,  and  the 
military  edimates  increafed  in  their 
amount,  proportionably  to  the  mil- 
fortune  which  had  given  rife  to  the 
alarming  diminution  of  our  military 
force.  Thus,  equally  after  the  cap¬ 
ture  at  Saratoga,  and  after  the  fur- 
render  at  York-town,  the  miniftry 
difcovered  by  the  edimates,  that,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  preferve  the  fame  extended 
ground  of  war  ;  and,  in  the  fecond, 
to  reduce  it  within  a  fmaller  circle. 
He  knew  not  that  any  overtures  had 
been  made  relative  to  pacification ; 
and  he  was  confident,  that  all  his 
fellow-mi  aiders  affented  to  the  idea, 
that  re-union  with  America  was  de¬ 
voutly  to  be  wifhed  for ;  and  that, 
in  this  laudable  difpofition,  they 
would  attend  to  all  propofals  which 
might  appear  of  fuflicient  weight 
and  authority  to  deferve  their  no¬ 
tice.  But  as  to  the  motion  now  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  it  only  tended  to  en¬ 
feeble  and  to  impede  the  efforts  of 
the  executive  power  to  obtain,  by 
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proper  means,  the  re-edablifhment 
of.  that  peace  which  was  fo  ardently 
defired. 

The  fpeechof  the  new  American 
fecretary  was  attacked  by  Mr.  Burke 
with  his  ufual  wit  and  eloquence. 
He  remarked,  that  the  obfervations 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  convinced  him,  that  he  was,  in 
the  drifted:  meaning  of  the  exp  re  i- 
fions,  the  minifterial  heir,  the  iuc- 
ceffor,  and  the  reflduary  legatee,.  of 
that  noble  vifcount,  who,  quitting 
his  political  life,  had  now  ceafed 
from  an  exigence  in  the  iecretary- 
iliip  of  date  for  the  American  de¬ 
partment.  He  had  entered  into  full 
pofTeffion  of  all  the  parliamentary 
doCfrines,  the  qualities,  the  antipa¬ 
thies,  the  refentments,  and  the  ob- 
ftinate  adherence  to  every  former 
and  deftruftive  plan,  for  which  the 
meafures  of  his  noble  predecefior 
were  fo  particularly  and  fo  fatally 
confpicttous.  Thefe  affets  were,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  a  mine  of  wealth  ;  yet 
far  from  inexhauftible  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  it  behoved  this  frefh  inheritor 
to  beware  of  prodigality  ,  nor  wade, 
for  fear  of  fatal  conlequences,  the 
treafure  which  had  fo  fortunately 
devolved  to  him.  The  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was,  doubtlefs, 
an  old  member  converted  into  a 
young  minider  ;  yet,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  metamorphofis,  he  was  fo 
truly  the  fame  thing  in  the  fame 
place,  that  juftly  might  it  be  laid 
ot  him,  Alter <et  idem  nafcitur.  That 
no  difference  fhould  exift  between 
fuch  celebrated  minifterial  charac¬ 
ters,  could  fcarcely  prove  a  matter 
of  adonifhment  to  thofe  who  recol¬ 
lected  that  he  dudied,  not  merely  at 
the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  but  abfolutely 
in  contact  with  him  ;  and  that,  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  an  apprenticefliip  to  the 
American  war,  a  war  at  lead  pro¬ 
ductive  of  one  new  datefman,  and 
mod  amazingly  fertile  in  the  growth 


of  new  peers,  he  could  fcarcely 
avoid  delivering  the  fentiments  of 
the  noble  vifcount,  by  whofe  fide, 
he,  for  a  length  of  time,  was  ge¬ 
nerally  feated.  Being  of  the  cater¬ 
pillar  fpecies,  he  had  remained 
within  the  foft  and  Aiken  folds  of  an 
extremely  valuable  employment,  till, 
having  burd  his  ligaments,  he  flut¬ 
tered  forth  the  minider  of  the  day  : 
an  in  fed,  as  to  exteriors,  tranf- 
formed  ;  but,  inwardly,  and  at 
heart,  the  fame.  As  to  the  late  fe¬ 
cretary,  he  appeared  uniformly  to 
have  deceived  both  himfelf  and  the 
nation.  He  had  been  fo  wedded  to 
the  prefent,  unnatural,  mad,  and 
unavailing  conflict  with  our  injured 
and  exafperated  fellow-fubjeCts,  that 
he  had  conftantly  amufed  himfelf 
with  (anguine  expectations  of  fueh. 
decifive  victories,  as  mud  abfolutely 
have  brought  it  to  a  concluflon,  at 
once  glorious  and  beneficial  to  Great 
Britain,  and  ignominious  and  humi¬ 
liating  to  the  colonies.  On  this  ex¬ 
travagant  delufton  had  he  feaded  his 
imagination,  even  at  the  difgracefui 
period  when  the  captivity  of  earl 
Cornwallis,  and  the  troops  under 

his  command,  became  abfolutely  in- 
*  « 

evitable  :  and  his  right  honourable 
lucceffor  appeared  to  be  haunted  by 
limilar  phantoms  of  the  brain. 

Mr.  Burke  afterwards  proceeded, 
in  a  more  ferious  and  direCt  manner, 
to  defend  the  motion  of  general 
Conway ;  and  he  obferved,  that  if 
the  miniftry,  relinquifhing  thofe 
arts,  by  which  they  ufually  attempt¬ 
ed  to  impofe  upon  the  houfe,  would 
candidly  declare  the  real  fentiments 
and  feelings  of  their  hearts,  they 
mud  confefs,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies,  in  arms  againft  Great 
Britain,  whom  they  had  ventured 
to  rep  refen  t  as  a  contemptible  ban¬ 
ditti,  were  men  ;  men,  in  the  no* 
blell  fignification  of  the  word  ;  who, 
having  armed  for  the  defence  of 

their 
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their  Invaded  rights  and  liberties, 
would  either  perifh  in  the  caufe,  or 
never  fheathe  the  fword,  until  they 
Ihotild  have  carried  into  full  accom- 
pliihment  the  purpofe  of  their  draw¬ 
ing  it,  indeed,  who  was  there  who 
could  ferioully  venture  to  affert,  that 
perfeverance  in  this  unequal  conflict 
with  America  was  not  the  height  of 
madnefs,  the  frantic  a£t  of  abfolute 
defpair  ?  It  behoved  the  parliament, 
and  it  behoved  the  people  at  large, 
with  firmnefs  to  infid,  that  this  de  • 
flru&ive  war  fhould  inftantly  be  re- 
linquiflied.  Were  we  fo  infatuated 
as  to  precipitate  ourfelves,  without 
a  druggie  to  efcape,  into  the  gulf 
of  ruin  ?  Nothing  could  now  lave 
us  but  putting  an  immediate  end  to 
the  American  war ;  to  effectuate 
this  was  the  object  of  the  prefent 
motion  ;  and  it  fhould  therefore  meet 
with  his  warmed  fupport. 

Mr.  Adam  oppoied  the  motion, 
and  afferted,  that  a  concurrence  in 
it  would  not  only  be  unprecedented, 
but  impolitic  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  It  would  amount  to  an 
abfolute  interference  of  the  legida- 
tive  with  the  executive  power  ;  an 
interference  repugnant  to  the  great 
principles  of  the  constitution.  It 
ihould  aifo  be  remembered,  that  no 
revolution  -in  the  national  affairs 
could  judify  a  public  declaration, 
that  the  calamities  which  furround- 
ed  us  had  rendered  us  incapable  of 
continuing  the  war.  Avowals  of 
this  alarming  nature  amounted  to  a 
confeffion,  that  we  were  plunged 
into  an  impotent  inferiority,  by  fea 
and  land,  to  thofe  combined  and 
formidable  powers  which  were  in 
arms  for  our  dedruclicn.  Remarks 
fo  injudicious  could  only  ferve  to 
fink  us  in  the  edimation  of  all  the 
dates  of  Europe,  and  would  even 
render  our  enemies  lefs  inclined 
to  peace  than  they  were  at  pre¬ 
fent. 


The  motion  was  alfo  oppofed  by 
lord  North,  by  the  paymader  of 
the  forces,  and  by  the  fecretary  at 
war  ;  but  was  vigorouily  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  feveral  other  gen¬ 
tlemen.  On  a  dividon,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  motion  193,  and 
againd  it  19.;.  Thus  was  it  rejected 
only  by  a  dngle  vote ;  fo  that  though 
the  oppodtion  had  not  carried  their 
point,  they  had  nearly  obtained  a 
victory ;  and  little  doubt  could  be 
entertained  of  the  fpeedy  downfal 
of  the  minidry.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Fox  immediately  gave  notice,  that 
the  queftion  refpetting  the  farther 
profecution  of  the  American  war, 
would  be  brought  before  the  houfe 
again,  in  another  form,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days. 

After  this  debate,  dome  alterca¬ 
tion  arofe  between  lord  North  and 
colonel  Barre,  relative  to  the  time 
of  opening  the  budget ;  and  feveral 
expreffions,  which  were  made  ufe  of 
by  the  minider,  refpedting  the  colo¬ 
nel,  occafioned  him  to  be  called  to 
order  by  the  fpeaker,  who  declared 
that  his  lordfhip’s  words  were  high¬ 
ly  diforderly.  The  minider  there¬ 
upon  made  fome  conceffions,  which 
were  accepted  by  the  colonel  as  a 
fufficient  apology,  and  thus  the  af¬ 
fair  terminated. 

The  25th  of  the  month  was  the 
day  fixed  by  the  minider,  and  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  the  houfe,  for  opening 
what  is  called  the  budget  ;  and  on 
that  day  his  lordfnip  dated  the  year¬ 
ly  accounts  of  the  nation,  confiding 
of  the  feveral  heads  of  fupply,  ana 
ways  and  means,  as  well  thofe  ex- 
iding  as  thofe  projefled,  in  order  to 
fliew  how  they  both  dood,  and  as 
a  ground  of  judjdcation  for  pro- 
pofmg  a  loan,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year,  tie  accompanied  his 
datement  of  the  feveral  amounts 
with  explanations,  as  to  the  caufes 
of  their  exceeding,  or  falling  fhort, 
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of  the  expences  of  the  preceding- 
year  for  the  fame  fer vices.  He  be¬ 
gan  with  the  navy,  and  Hated  the 
vote  of  100,000  ieamen  and  their 
wages,  the  vote  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
pences  of  the  navy,  the  vote  for 
building  fhips,  for  repairs,  and  other 
extra  works,  and  the  feveral  votes- 
exifting  or  projefled,  the  amount  of 
which  had  been  applied  to  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  navy  debt.  The 
whole  of  the  fu-pply,  already  voted 
for  the  navy,  he  hated  to  amount 
to  upwards  ot  eight  millions. 
In  the  fame  manner  he  then  re¬ 
cited  all  the  Supply,  granted  and 
to  be  granted,  for  the  army  fervice, 
the  total  of  which  exceeded  feven 
millions.  He  next  recited  the  fe¬ 
veral  votes  for  the  ordnance  fervice, 
to  pay  off  exchequer  bills,  and  for 
mifcellaneous  Cervices  exi fling  or 
projected,  arguing  upon  each,  and 
making  the  l'upply  required  for  the 
year  to  amount  to  upwards  of  twen¬ 
ty-two  millions.  His  lordfhip  having 


fmilhed  the  head  of  fupply,  went* 
into  a  fimilar  explanation  of  the 
ways  and  means,  and  recapitulated 
the  amount  of  the  land  tax,  the 
malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry-tax, 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  furplus  of 
the  finking  fund,  and  to  refult  from 
other  ways  and  means  that  were  to 
be  expeded.  He  then  compared 
the  amount  of  the  ways  and  means 
with  the  amount  of  the  fupplies, 
and  informed  the  houfe,  that  it 
would  be  neceflary  he  fhould  pro- 
pofe  a  loan  of  thirteen  millions  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which 
would  leave  a  furplus  of  eighty-two 
thoufand  pounds,  over  and  above 
the  known  exigencies  of  the  vear. 
After  this  he  went  into  a  difcullion 
of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  ne^o- 
dated.  An  umnterefting  debate  of 

O 

fome  length  then  took  place,  af¬ 
ter  which  the  minifler’s  propo- 
fitions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe. 


C  H  A  P.  XII. 

A  fccond  Motion  made  ly  General  Conway,  againjl  any  farther  Profecution  of 
the  American  War.  The  Motion  agreed  to  ly  the  Houfe .  A  fuitahlc  Ad - 
drefs  prefcnted  to  the  King.  His  Majejly's  Jnfiver.  Afecond  Addrcfs  to 
his  Majcfly .  Refolution  of  the  Houfe,  in  Confequence  of  a  Motion  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Conway ,  that  all  thofe  would  be  confulered  ly  that  Houfe  as  Enemies 
to  his  Majejly  ana  this  Country ,  who  Jhould  advife ,  or  ly  any  Means  at¬ 
tempt,  the  farther  Profecution  of  ojfenfve  War  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America ,  for  the  Purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted  Colonies  to  Obedience  ly 
Force.  Motions  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers ,  by  the  Duke  of  Chandos ,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Surrender  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  his  Army. 


THE  important  motion,  which 
had  been  made  by  general 
Conway  on  the  2  2d  of  February, 
and  which  was  then  fo  nearly  car¬ 
ried  againft  the  miniftry,  was  again 
revived,  in  a  fomewhat  different 


form,  on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
month,  agreeably  to  the  intimation 
given  by  Mr.  Fox.  On  that  day  a 
petition  from  the  city  of  Hon  don 
was  prefers  ted  to  the  houfe,  folicit- 
ing  the  houfe  to  interpofe  in  fuch  a 

manner^ 
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fhamier,  as  fhould  prevent  any  far¬ 
ther  profecution  of  the  American 
war  :  after  which  general  Conway 
moved,  that  it  fhould  be  refolved, 
s<  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that 
houfe,  that  the  farther  profecution 
of  offenfive  war  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonies  to 
obedience  by  force,  would  be  the 
means  of  weakening  the  efforts  of 
this  country  againd  her  European 
enemies,  and  tend,  under  the  pre¬ 
sent  circumflances,  dangeroufly  to 
increafe  the  mutual  enmity,  fo  fatal 
to  the  in  ter  efts  both  of  Great  Britain 
and  America,  and,  by  preventing  a 
happy  reconciliation  with  that  coun¬ 
try,  to  fruffrate  the  earned:  defire 
gracioufly  expreffed  by  his  majefty 
to  reftore  the  bleffings  of  public 
tranquillity. ” 

In  the  fpeech,  by  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  this  motion,  the  general  took 
notice  of  l'ome  objedtions  that  had 
been  made  to  his  former  motion, 
under  the  idea,  that  it  was  uncon- 
ftitutlonal  in  that  houfe  to  interfere 
with  its  advice,  in  thofe  things 
which  especially  and  indifputably 
belonged  to  the  executive  power. 
But  objections  of  this  kind,  he  find, 
none  could  be  hardy  enough  to 
make,  who  were  at  all  verfed  in  the 
hiffory  of  parliament.  The  misfor¬ 
tune  was,  that  the  mini  dry,  and 
many  members  of  parliament,  could 
not  find  time  enough  to  look  into 
the  Journals  of  the  Houfe.  They 
confined  their  ffudy  entirely  to  one 
book,  in  the  contents  of  which  they 
were  certainly  well  verfed.  The 
book  to  which  he  referred  was  the 
red  book,  the  Court  Calendar.  It 
was  in  that  they  found  the  greated 
comfort,  amufement,  and  affidance. 
It  was  there  they  found  the  calen¬ 
dar  of  their  faints,  whofe  patronage 
they  experienced  on  all  occafions. 
But  if  they  could  haye  fpared  a 
i  .7  3  2, 


fmall  portion  of  their  time  for  the 
reading  of  the  Journals,  they  would 
have  found  that  all  the  objections 
againd  his  motion,  which  arofe  from 
the  idea  of  its  militating  againlf  the 
principles  of  the  Conditution,  were 
wholly  groundlefs.  For  it  appeared 
from  the  Journals,  that  from  the 
days  of  Edward  Ilf.  down  to  the 
prefent  reign,  parliament  had  at  all 
times  given  advice  to  the  crown,  in 
matters  relating  to  war  and  peace. 
In  the  reign  of  Btichard  II.  it  was 
frequently  done  ;  and  alfo  in  that 
of  Henry  IV.  One  remarkable  in¬ 
dance  of  this  was  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  when  that  prince  coiv 
fulted  his  parliament,  refpetiting  the 
propriety  of  fupporting  the  duke  of 
Britanny  againd  France,  and  alfo 
of  declaring  war  againd  the  latter; 
and  he  told  his  parliament,  that  it 
was  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
hear  their  advice  on  thefe  heads, 
that  he  called  them  together.  In 
the  reign  of  James  I.  the  parlia¬ 
ment  interfered  repeatedly  with  their 
advice  refpeCtingthe  Palatinate,  the 
match  with  Spain,  and  a  declaration 
of  war  againd  that  power.  In  the 
time  of  Charles  I.  there  were  fimilar 
interferences ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
his  fon,  Charles  II.  the  parliament 
•made  repeated  rentondrances,  but 
particularly  in  1674  and  1675,  on 
the  fubjecd  of  the  alliance  with 
France,  which  they  urged  ought  to 
be  renounced,  and  at  the  fame  time 
recommended  a  drift  union  with  the 
United  Provinces.  To  fome  of  thefe 
remonftrances,  indeed,  anfwers  were 
returned  not  very  fatisfadtory ;  and 
the  parliament  were  informed,  that 
they  were  exceeding  the  line  of  their 
duty,  and  encroaching  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  1  But  fo 
little  did  the  commons  of  thofe  days 
relifh  thefe  anfwers,  that  they  ad. 
drefied  the  king  to  know  who  it'  was 
that  had  adVifed  his  majedy  to  re- 
G  turn 
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turn  fuch  anfwers  to  their  loyal  and 
conditutional  remonhrances.  In  the 
reign  of  king  William,  repeated  in- 
ftances  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Journals,  of  advice  given  by  parlia¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  Irifh  war,  and 
the  war  on  the  continent.  The  like 
occurred  frequently  in  the  reign  ot 
queen  Anne;  that  princefs,  in  an 
addrefs  from  the  parliament,  was 
advifed  not  to  make  peace  with 
France,  until  Spain  (hould  be  fe- 
cured  to  Aufrria  ;  and  a'lfo,  not  to 
Confent  to  peace,  until  Dunkirk 
fhould  be  demolifhed.  In  fliorr,  it 
was  manifeil,  from  the  whole  hiflory 
of  Englifh  parliaments,  that  it  was 
ever  confidered  as  conditutional  for 
parliament  to  interfere,  whenever  it 
thought  proper,  in  all  matters  fo 
important  as  thofe  of  peace  and 
war. 

The  general  urged  other  argti- 
ments  in  fupport  of  his  motion, 
which  was  leconded  by  lord  Al- 
thorpe  ;  and  petitions  from  the 
mayor,  burgeffes,  and  commonalty 
of  the  city  of  Briftol,  and  from  the 
merchants,  tradefmen,  and  inha¬ 
bitants  of  that  city,  again  if  the 
American  war,  were  read.  A  de» 
bate  enfued,  of  confklerable  length, 
into  the  particulars  of  which  we 
{hall  not  enter,  as  we  have  had  fuch 
repeated  occafion  to  date  the  argu¬ 
ments  for  and  againd  the  American 
war.  In  order  to  evade  coming  to 
any  immediate  determination  on  the 
qyedibn,  a  proportion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Wallace,  the  attorney-general, 
that  a  truce  fhould  be  entered  into 
with  America  ;  and  that  a  bill  fhould 
be  prepared  to  enable  his  majedy  *s 
miniders  to  treat  on  this  ground  : 
•and  under  the  pretence  of  allowing 
time  for  this  meafure,  he  moved, 

that  the  prefect  debate  dnould be 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight-,”  The 
•houfe  divided  upon  this  motion, 
oc-hen  there  appeared  for  it  21  5,  and 
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againd  it  234 ;  fo  that  there  was  a 
majority  of  nineteen  againd  the  mb 
nidry.  The  original  motion  of  ge¬ 
neral  Conway  was  then  put,,  and 
carried  without  a  divifioii.  The  ge¬ 
neral  immediately  followed  up  his 
hrd  motion  with  another,  for  an  ad¬ 
drefs  to  the  king,  in  which  the 
American  war  was  fpoken  of  p re¬ 
el  fely  in  the  fame  terms  made  ufe 
of  in  the  motion,  and  in  which  his 
majedy  was  folicited  to  put  a  dop  to 
any  farther  profecution  of  offendve 
war  againd  the  colonies.  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  alfo 
refolved,  that  the  addrels  fhould  be 
preferred  to  his  majedy  by  the 
whole  houfe.  The  addrefs  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  prefented  on  the  fird  of 
March,  when  his  majedy  returned 
an  anfwer,  in  which  he  declared, 
that  there  were  no  objects  nearer  to 
his  heart  than  the  eale,  happinefs, 
and  profperity  of  his  people  ;  and 
that  the  houfe  of  commons  might 
be  allured,  that,  in  purfuance  of 
their  advice,  he  fhould  take  fuch 
meafures  as  fhould  appear  to  him  to 
be  mod  conducive  to  the  refioratioa 
of  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  revolted  colonies,  fo  effentia! 
to  the  profperity  of  both  ;  and  that 
his  efforts  fhould  be  directed,  in  the 
mod  effectual  manner,  againd  our  , 
European  enemies,  until  fuch  a 
peace  could  be  obtained,  as  fhould 
confid  with  the  intereds  and  perma¬ 
nent  welfare  of  his  kingdoms. 

This  parliamentary  determinati¬ 
on,  againd  any  farther  profecution  1 
of  the  American  war,  was  a  mod  1 
important  event.  It  appeared  to 
render  a  change  of  meafures,  and 
of  counfels,  immediately  and  ab~ 
folutely  neceffary  ;  and  it  diffufed 
no  inconfiderabie  degree  of  joy 
throughout  the  kingdom,  as  if  had 
io  manned  a  tendency  towards  the 
accelerating  that  peace,  which  the 
intereds  of  the  nation  fo  indifpen- 

fably  j 
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fably  required ;  and  as  almoft  all 
men  were  now  become  weary  of  that 
unhappy  conteft  with  the  colonies, 
which  had  been  productive  of  no¬ 
thing  but  national  calamity  and  dif- 
' grace,  an  enormous  weight  of  taxes, 
and  an  immenfe  augmentation  of  the 
public  debt. 

But  though  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  addrefting 
his  majefty  againft  any  farther  pro- 
fecution  of  the  American  war,  gave 
general  fatisfaCITon,  yet  the  royal 
anfwer  was  not  thought  fuffieiently 
explicit.  It  was,  therefore,,  obferved 
by  general  Conway,  in  the  houfe  ot 
commons,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
that  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  fuppprt- 
ed  by  the  houfe,  in  his  defire  of  fe- 
curi.ng  the  nation  againfi  the  poffi- 
bility  ot  a  doubt,  that  the  American 
war  was  not  now  completely  con¬ 
cluded.  Something,  perhaps,  might 
yet  be  wanting,  to  confirm  the  re¬ 
solution  of  the  houfe  of  the  27th 
of  February  ;  fomethfng  by  which 
minifters  mightbe  foexprefsly  bound, 
that  however  defirous  of  evafion, 
they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power 
to  evade  the  injunction  of  that  houfe. 
He,  there  tore,  moved,  “  That  an 
humble  addrefs  (liould  be  presented 
to  his  majefty,  to  return  his  majefty 
the  thanks  or  that  houfe,  for  his 
gracious  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  pre- 
fiented  to  him  on  Friday  laft,  and 
for  the  affurances  he  had  been  pleafed 
to  give  them  ot  his  intention,  in 
puriuance  of  the  advice  of  that 
houfe,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  appear  moll  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  betweenGreat 
Britain  and  the  revolted  colonies ; 
and  that  his  efforts  fhould  be  direct¬ 
ed  in  the  moft  effectual  manner 
a  gain  ft  our  European  enemies,  until 
fuch  a  peace  could  be  obtained,  as 
fhould  con  lift  with  the  permanent 
welfare  and  profperity  of  his  king¬ 
doms  :  tfehat  houfe  beings  convinced, 


that  nothing  could,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  this  country,  fo 
effentially  promote  thofe  great  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  majefty’s  paternal  care 
for  his  people,  as  the  meafures  which 
his  faithful  commons  had  moft  hum¬ 
bly,  but  earneftly  recommended  to 
his  majefty.55  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  neminc,  coniradicentc. ;  aftcq 
which  the  general  made  a  fecond 
motion,  that  it  (liould  be  refolved  by* 
that  houfe,  That,  after  the  folemii 
declaration  of  the  opinion  of  that 
houfe,  in  their  humble  addrefs  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  on  Friday  laft,. 
and  his  maiefty’s  aflurance  of  his 
gracious  intention,  in  purfuance  ot 
their  advice,  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  fhould  appear  to  his  majefty  to  be 
moft  conducive  to  the  reftoration  of 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  revolted  colonies,  fo  often  rial  to 
the  profperity  of  both,  that  houfe 
would  con  fide  r  as  enemies  to  his 
majefty,  and  this  country,  all  thofe 
who  fhould  endeavour  to  fruftrate 
his  majefty  *s  paternal  care  for  the 
eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  people,  by 
advifing,  or  by  any  means  attempt¬ 
ing,  the  farther  profeeution  of  of¬ 
ten  live  war  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  for  the  purpofie  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonies  to  obe- 
dience  by  force.’5  The  motion  was 
leconded  by, lord  Althorpei 

It  was  obferved  by  lord  North, 
that  though  he  fhould  not  oDDofe 
the  general  s  motion,  he  confide  reft 
it  as  entirely  urinecefiary.  In  his 
opinion,  it  had  fur  its  objeCt  only 
to  ftrengthen  that  which  was  fufti- 
ciently  ftrong.  already.  The  majo¬ 
rity  of  that  houfe  had  refolved,  that 
peace  fhould  be  made  with  America  ; 
they  had  carried  up  a  cbrrefpondent 
•  addrefs  to  his  majeffy,  to  which  an 
anfwer  had  been  returned,  which  he 
confidered  as  fatisfadlory.  He  waff 
not  of  the  difpofition  of  thofe  who 
complained  of  majorities  in  that 
G  2  houfe  j 
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houfe;  who  condemned  them  ;  and, 
by  factious  and  feditious  mifrepre- 
fentations,  held  them  out  to  the 
public  in  the  mod  odious  colours.  A 
majority  of  that  houfe  was,  in  par¬ 
liamentary  language,  the  houfe  itlelf. 
It  could  never  make  him  change  a 
fingle  opinion,  yet  he  bowed  to  that 
opinion  which  was  fantdioned  by  the 
majority.  Though  he  might  not  be  a 
convert  to  {uch  opinion,  dill  he 
held  it  to  be  his  indopenfable  duty 
to  obey  it,  and  never  once  to  lofe 
fight  of  it,  in  the  advice,  which,  as 
a  fervant  of  the  crown,  he  fhould 
have  occadon  to  give  his  fovereign. 
It  was  the  right  of  that  houfe  to 
command  ;  it  was  the  duty  of  a  mi- 
nider  to  obefi  its  refolutions.  Par¬ 
liament  had  already  exp  relied  its  de- 
f  res,  or  its  orders ;  and  as  it  was 
fcarcely  podible,  that  a  minider 
fhould  be  found  fufficiently  hardy, 
daring,  and  infamous,  to  advife  his 
fovereign  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
his  parliament,  fo  he  could  not  think 
that  the  prefent  motion,  which  mud 
fuppofe  the  exidence  of  fuch  a  mi¬ 
nider,  could  be  at  all  neceffary. 
After  fome  debate,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  without  a  divid^n. 

The  following  day  a  motion  was 
made  by  the  attorney-general,  u  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable 
his  majedy  to  conclude  a  truce  or 
peace  with  the  revolted  colonies  in 
America.”  The  motion  was  ridi¬ 
culed  by  Mr.  Fox,  on  account  of  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  came,  but 
210  ferious  oppofition  was  made 
to  it. 

On  the  oth  of  the  month,  after  a 
number  of  papers  had  been  read, 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  relative  to 
thefurrender  of  earl  Cornwallis  and 
the  army  under  his  command,  the 
two  following  motions  were  made 
by  the  duke  of  Chandos.  Fird, 
That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that 
huufe,  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
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the  capture  of  the  army  under  ear! 
Cornwallis,  in  Virginia,  appeared  to 
have  been  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
naval  force,  to  cover  and  protect 
the  fame.”  Secondly,  “  That  the 
not  covering  and  protecting  the  ar¬ 
my  under  earl  Cornwallis,  in  a 
proper  manner,  was  highly  blameable 
in  thofe  who  advifed  and  planned 
the  expedition.”  After  fome  de¬ 
bate,  the  motions  were  rejected,- 
upon  a  dividoii,  by  a  majority  of 
72  to  37. 

The  fame  day,  lord  North  gave 
notice  in  the  houfe  of  commons* 
that  it  would  be  neceiFary  for  him 
to  podpone,  tor  fome  days,  laying 
before  the  houfe  the  new  taxes, 
which  were  to  pay  the  infereft  of 
the  loan  :  upon  which  he  was  fe- 
verely  attacked  by  Mr.  Burke,  who 
obferved,  that  it  was  fome  what  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  the  noble  lord 
fhould  now  come  forward,  and  in¬ 
form  them  he  was  not  prepared  with 
his  taxeq  to  pay  the  intered  fora 
loan  which  had  been  voted  above  a 
week.  If  the  noble  lord,  who,  by 
the  nature  of  his  office,  could  pro¬ 
cure  every  information  podible,  was 
not  prepared  with  refpeCt  to  the 
taxes  he  meant  to  produce,  was 
it  reasonable  or  jud  to  fuppofe,  that 
perfons  totally  unacquainted  with 
them,  could,  with  any  degree  of 
judice  to  their  condiments,  vote 
thofe  taxes  at  fird  fight  ?  He  had 
been  lately  taking  a  view  of  the 
tteffed  fruits  of  the  noble  lord’s  ad- 
minidration ;  and  he  had  found* 
that  we  were  loaden  with  ten  new 
taxes,  viz.  beer,  wine,  foap,  leather, 
houies,  coaches,  pod-chaifes,  pod- 
horfes,  damps,  and  fervants.  If 
was,  indeed,  no  wonder,  that  the 
minider  fhould  be  at  a  lod  about 
new  taxes  ;  for  what  frefh  burthen 
could  he  add  to  this  unhappy  na¬ 
tion  ?  We  were  already  taxed,  if 
we  rode,  or  if  we  walked  ;  if  we 
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ft  aid  at  home,  or  if  we  went  abroad  ; 
if  we  were  mailers,  or  if  we  were 
fervants  ;  if  we  drank  wine,  or  if  we 
drank  beer  ;  and,  in  fhort,  we  were 
taxed  every  way  pofiible.  In  the 
coutfe  of  the  noble  lord’s  adminif- 
tration,  we  had  expended  one  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  money,  and  facri- 


ficed  many  thoufand  valuable  lives  ; 
all  which  had  not  produced  the  lea  ft 
benefit  to  the  nation  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  had  been  employed  in  de¬ 
priving  the  nation  of  thirteen  colo¬ 
nies,  to  which  might  be  added  the  lofs 
of  Senegal,  Penfacola,  Minorca,  and 
Ibme  of  our  bell  Weft  India  iflands. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Delate  on  a  Motion  of  Lord  John  Cavendiff ,  intended  to  precede  others ,  im¬ 
puting  the  public  Calamities  to  the  fVant  of  Korefight  and  Ability  in  his 
Maj fly's  M infers.  The  Motion  rejected,  upon  a  Divijion ,  by  a  Motion 
for  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  carried  by  a  fmall  Majority .  New  Taxes 
propofed  by  the  Minifcr .  A  Motion  made  by  Sir  John  Rous ,  declaring 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  have  no  farther  Confidence  in  the  Minij- 
ters  veho  had  the  Dire  A  ion  of  public  Affairs ,  rejected  by  a  fmall  Majority . 
A  Jimilar  Motion  intended  to  have  been  made  by  the  Karl  of  Surrey ,  but  voiih- 
dra-mj  in  ConJ'equence  ojc  a  Declaration  of  Lord  North. 


Notwithstanding  the 

majority  which  had  lately  ap¬ 
peared  againft  the  miniftry  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  the  perni¬ 
cious  confequences  which  had  at¬ 
tended  their  meafu res,  they  ftill  dis¬ 
covered  a  great  unwillingnefs  to  re¬ 
tire  from  power  ;  and  the  fir  ft  lord 
of  the  treafury,  in  particular,  feem- 
ed  determined  not  to  refign,  till  he 
fhould  be  compelled  to  it  by  the 
moft  ablbhue  neceffity.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  oppofition,  however, 
continued  to  employ  the  moft  vigo¬ 
rous  efforts,  in  order  to  eftedtuate  a 
change  of  adminiftration.  On  the 
8th  of  March,  a  motion  was  made, 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  lord 
John  Cavendifh,  that  it  fhould  be 
refolved,  “  That  it  appeared  to  that 
houfe,  that  fmee  the  year  1775, 
upwards  of  one  hundred  millions  of 
money  had  been  expended  on  the 
army  and  navy,  in  a  fruitlefs  war.” 
He  alfo  informed  the  houfe,  that  if 
4m  motion  were  carried.,  he  meant 


to  follow  it  up  tvith  the  three  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions : 

64  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  houfe,  that  during  the  above 
period  we  have  loft  the  thirteen  co¬ 
lonies  of  America,  which  anciently 
did  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  (except  the  pofts  of  New 
York,  Charles-town,  and  Savannah), 
the  newly  acquired  colony  of  Florida, 
many  of  our  valuable  Weft  India 
and  other  iflands,  and  thofe  few  that 
remain  are  in  the  moft  imminent 

it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  Great  Britain  is  nt  prefen  t  en- 
gaged  in  an  expen  five  war  with 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  with¬ 
out  a  ftngle  ally. 

u  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  the  chief  caufe  of  all  thefe  mif- 
fortunes  is  want  of  forefight  and 
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ability  in  his  majefty’s  minifters.,>' 

In  the  fpeech  by  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  his  motion,  his  lordfhip  ob- 
ferved,  that  when,  he  re  He  died  on 
G  3  the 
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fhe  lingular,  the  alarming,  and  the 
Calamitous  fituation  of  our  country, 
he  felt  himfelf  impelled  by  every 
Principle  of  duty  to  his  conffituertts, 
^nd  by  every  emotion  of  regard  for 
the  remaining  part  of  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  to  call  the  lerious 
attention  of  that  houie  to  the  real 
'Hate  of  public  affairs.  The  great 
and  fplendid  empire  of  Britain  was 
nearly  overturned ;  calamity,  dd- 
grace,  and  difafler,  were  pouring 
upon  u s  from  every  quarter  ;  and 
the  meafure  of  our  misfortunes  was 
likely  to  be  foon  completed,  by  the 
lofs  of  all  cur  dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica, and  the  Weft  Indies.  When 
he  looked  round  for  the  caufes  of 
our  calamities,  the  flrff  thing  that 
ilruck  him  was,  the  profufi'on  with 
which  the  public  fnpplies  had  been 
voted  The  fums  already  voted  for 
the  prefent  difaftrous  and  'difgracefi.il 
war,  under  the  three  heads  of  navy, 
army,  and  ordnance,  amounted  to 
the  immenfe  total  of  one  hundred 
millions.  To  this  hum  might  be 
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added  the  difference  between  the 
navy  debt  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1774,  and  that  ol  the  prefent  year ; 
which,  with  a  few  items  Hill  to  ‘be 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year,  would  {Well  the  total,  to  one 
hundred  and  three  millions.  The 
taxes,  which  the  war  had  made  it 
heceflaxv  to  impofe,  already  exceed¬ 
ed  three  millions  annually.  In  the 
fail  glorious  war  we  had  been  led  oh 
from  vidorv"  to  victory,  from  con- 
queft  to  conqueil  ;  and  the  taxes  laid 
on,  during  the  war,  amounted  to  no 
more  than  2,  500,000!.  What  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  , the  fonts  !  What  a  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  confecfuences  of  the 
expenditure  of  both  !  At'  the  end  of 
the  laft  war,  the  whole  world  was 
fit  our  feet ;  and  there  was  not  in 
the  world  a  navy  but  our  own.  In 
this  difgraceful  war,  we  had  already 
fpent  infinitely  more'  money,  and 
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purchafed  nothing  but  loflcs  and 
di (grace.  America  was  gone,  Mi¬ 
norca  was  no  more  in  ouf  po  He  Hi  on, 
■and  our  dominion  in  the  W-eff  Indies 
was  nearly  annihilated  ;  while  our 
navy  was  every  where  inferior  to 
that  of  our  numerous  and  combined 
enemies. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by' Mr. 
Powys,  member  for  Northampton- 
{hire;  who  remarked,  that  the  noble 
lord,  to  whom  the  chief  direction 
of  public  affairs  was  at  prefent  en- 
trailed,  had  made  a  declaration,  that 
if  parliament  fhould  withdraw  its 
confidence  from  him,  he  would  re- 
flgn,  That  period  was  come  ;  the 
confidence  of  parliament  was  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  it  was  therefore  necef- 
fary  that  he  fhould  retire  from  pow¬ 
er.  And  whenever  the  happy  mo¬ 
ment  fhould  arrive,  in  which  the 
noble  lord,  to  the  unfpeakable  joy 
of  the  nation,  fnouid  reallv  go  to 
his  fovereign  to  refign  his  employ¬ 
ments,  he  hoped  he  would  not  for¬ 
get.  to  lay  before  the  king  a  fair  re- 
prefentation  of  the  flourishing  Hate 
in  which  he  found  his  majeffy’s  em¬ 
pire,  when  the  government  of  it  was 
intruded  to  his  hands,  and  the  ru¬ 
inous  condition  in  which  he  was 
about  to  leave  all  that  remained 
of  it. 

The  fecretary  at  war  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  the  fad  dated  in  the  motion 
before  the  houfe,  that  an  hundred 
millions  had  been  expended  in  the 
war,  was  unquestionably  true  ;  but 
if  ill  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  very 
impolitic  in  parliament  to  come  to 
fuch  a  refoiutiono  it  would  tend  to 
make  known  to  cur  enemies  every 
feerct  relative  to  our  finances,  with 
which  they  were  not  already  fully 
acquainted  ;  and  it  would  express  a 
degree  of  impatience  under  our  dif- 
trefles,  which  muff  neceffafily  be 
detrimental  to  us  in  a  negociation 
for  peace.  To  ffate  our  heavy  and 


ao 


FOREIGN 

accumulated  expences,  would  argue 
a  moil  heart-felt  wearinels  of  rhe 
War  ;  and,  of  courfe,  would  imply 
an  impatience  to  get  rid  of  it.  From 
iuch  a  preliminary  to  peace,  no 
good  was  to  be  expedited.  It  would 
declare  to  the  enemy,  that  being 
lick  of,  and  exhauited  by  the  war, 
we  were  ready  to  purchase  peace  on 
any  terms.  This  would  be  danger¬ 
ous  language  to  hold  to  an  enemy  ; 
and  the  more  true,  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous.  As  to  the  war  in  which  we 
were  engaged  with  America,  it  was 
undoubtedly  unfuccefsful  :  but  it 
was  not  on  that  account  the  lefs 
j u it  in  its  principle.  It  was  under¬ 
taken  to  defend  the  rights  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  general  voice  of  the 
people  had  concurred  in  the  juftice 
ol  that  meafure.  If  we  found  our- 
ieives  now,  after  a  tedious  and  un¬ 
fuccefsful  war,  obliged  to  relinquilh 
the  objedt  of  it,  we  were  exactly  in 
the  fame  lituation  in  which  the  moil- 
wife  and  powerful  nations  had  Hood 
in  their  turn.  Auilria,  and  the  hodfe 
of  Bourbon,  had  ftood  in  iimilar  pre¬ 
dicaments  with  the  empire  of  Great 
Britain.  Each,  approaching  to  the 
plenitude  of  power,  became  expofed 
to  the  attacks  of  bolls  of  enemies, 
who  never  reded  till  they  had  ac- 
compiifhed  at  lead  a  tranfient  dimi¬ 
nution  of  their  fplendour  and  im¬ 
portance.  This  country,  in  its  turn, 
was  humbled ;  and  in  its  turn  would, 
doubtlefs,  rife  again  to  its  accuf- 
tomed  grandeur.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  difapproved  of  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord ;  and  therefore  moved, 
“  for  the  order  of  the  day.5’ 

The  motion  of  Lord  John  Cavers.-* 
difli  was  alfo  opppofed  by  the  fecre- 
tary  of  date  for  the  American  de¬ 
partment  ;  who  remarked,  that  the 
French,  the  Spaniards,  the  Dutch, 
and  the  Americans,  endeavoured  to 
conceal  the  real  datement  of  their 
(applies  for  war  ;  and,  certainly, 
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they  would  conlider  the  man  either 
as  a  knave  or  an  ideot,  who  ffiould 
advife  them  publicly  to  declare  that 
their  refources  were  exhaufted  ;  that 
they  felt  it  impoffible  to  devii'e  the 
acfoiutely  wanted  number  of  pro¬ 
ductive  taxes ;  that  thofe  already  le- 
vied  had  funk  the  people  into  the 
deeped  mifery ;  that  their  armies 
were  daily  wading*  ;  their  fquadronS 
rapidly  decreafing  ;  their  arts,  their 
manufactures,  and  their  commerce, 
withering  at  the  root ;  and  that 
peace  only,  immediate  peace,  could 
lave  them  from  perdition.  It  Was 
true,  that  our  enterprizes  by  fea  and 
land  had  frequently  mi  (carried  :  but 
did  it  follow,  that  the  cabinet  who 
planned  the  naval  and  military  ope¬ 
rations  ffiould  be  considered,  from 
the  moment  of  their  failure,  as  cri¬ 
minal  and  refponfible  ?  Was  it  cer¬ 
tain,  that  thofe  directed  to  carry 
them  into  execution  were  in  no  re- 
fpebt  cenfurable  ?  He  did  not  mean 
tQinfinuate,  that  the  officers  of  either 
the  fleet,  or  the  army,  were  in  the 
lead  to  blame  ;  but  he  maintained, 
that  it  was  a  very  fallacious  poiition, 
that  whenever  a  plan  does  not  fuc- 
ceed,  the  miniders  who  fuggeded  it 
are  abfolutely  refponfible  for  all  the 
confequenees.  In  a  variety  of  cafes, 
neither  the  cabinet  deviling  enter¬ 
prizes,  nor  the  commanders  and  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  marine  and  military  de¬ 
partments  di reeded  to  conduc'd  them, 
and  tailing  in  the  attempt,  had  me¬ 
rited  the  leal!  difiip probation.  The 
bed  concerted  projects  mud  fall  be¬ 
fore  the  will  of  Providence,  againd 
which  the  mod  drenuous  exertions 
of  human  fortitude  and  wifdom  were 
impotent  and  unavailing.  The  an- 
nals  of  all  nations,  both  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  and  the  earlier  ayes,  were  filed 
with  records  of  calamities  in  war, 
which  human  penetration  could  not 
forefee ;  and,  therefore,  they  were 
inevitable.  As  to  the.  Eaoiipn  of  the 
Ll  4  noble 


noble  lord,  it  was  improper  in  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  views,  and  muft  therefore  meet 
with  his  difapprobation.  It  would 
call:  an  unjuft  cenfure  upon  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  would  be  making  a  very 
impolitic  reprefen  ration  of  the  ftate 
of  our  affairs  to  the  world  at  large. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Bnrl<e,  who  obferved,  that  it 
was  not  fo  much  the  idea  of  the 
noble  lord,  with  whom  it  originated, 
to  lay  before  the  public  the  ddcrip- 
tion  of  calamities,  with  which  they 
were  too  well  acquainted,  as  to  point 
out  the  caufes  and  the  authors  of 
their  fufferings,  and  to  inculcate  the 
opinion  that  an  immediate  change 
of  men  might,  probably,  bring  on 
a  falutary  change  of  meafures.  The 
conduct  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
had  been  invariably  criminal  from 
the  firft  hour  of  their  adminiftradon 
to  the  prefent,  which  ought  to  be, 
But,  moft  unfortunately,  was  not 
the  laft.  All  public  documents,  re* 
la  rive  to  the  difpofition  of  the  fb 
nances,  exhibited  an  iniquitous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  tni (management,  the 
profufion,  and,  in  fhort,  the  gene¬ 
ral  enormities  of  an  unprincipled 
adminiftradon.  Among  the  many 
exorbitant  charges  in  the  papers  on 
the  table  of  that  houfe,  he  found 
that  the  fum  of  57,000!.  was  let 
down  in  the  year’s  expences  for  pre¬ 
fects  to  Indians,  and  other  fums  for 
iervices  performed  by  them,  the 
whole  amounting  to  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  He  was,  there¬ 
fore,  rather  of  opinion,  that  thefe 
Indian  lavages  fet  too  high  a  value 
upon  their  labours ;  for  it  appeared, 
that  for  this  great  fum  they  had 
only  mail  acred  twenty-five  women 
and  children.  Either  the  Britiffi  ad- 
miniftration  were  too  generous  to 
their  refpeftable  and  conlpaffianafe 
allies,  or  thefe  good  creatures  had 
etiimated  the  blood  of  females,  and 
Qt  uifimtSj  at  prices  more  exorbitant 
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than  what  they  ufually  demanded, 
Mr.  Burke  alio  pointed  out  l'undry 
other  inftances  of  great -extravagance 
in  the  expenditure  for  the  war  ;  and 
then  adverted  to  a  declaration  which 
had  formerly  been  made  by  the  mi¬ 
ni  fter,  that  he  would  never  quit  his 
office,  until  he  could  quit  it  with 
honour.  The  nation  then,  Mr. 
Burke  faid,  had  the  fulleft  reafon 
to  rejoice,  and  might  congratulate 
themfelves  upon  the  glorious  pro- 
fpeH  of  participating,  for  a  length 
of  time,  in  all  the  bleflings  which 
muft  inevitably  refult  from  his  con¬ 
tinuance  in  power  ;  for  if  the  noble 
lord  did  not  retire,  till  he  could  quit 
the  helm  of  government  with  ho¬ 
nour,  he  would  remain  in  it  from 
the  prefect  moment  to  the  hour  of 
his  death. 

After  a  debate  of  confiderabte 
length,  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  ; 
when  the  numbers  for  it  appeared 
to  be  22  6,  and  again  ft  it  216;  lo 
that,  on  this  occalion,  there  was  a 
majority  of  ten  In  favour  of  adrab 
nift  ration. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  the  month,  lord 
North  propofed  to  the  houfe  his  new 
taxes,  which  were,  a  new  duty  on 
fmall  beer,  an  additional  duty  upon 
tea-licences,  a  duty  of  three  far¬ 
things  per  pound  on  foap,  an  addi¬ 
tional  import  duty  on  tobacco,  an 
additional  duty  on  brandy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  duty  on  fait,  a  duty  on  me¬ 
dicinal  falts,  an  annual  duty  on  all 
fums  of  money  injured  on  houfe  a 
and  goods  from  fire,  a  duty  on  in¬ 
land  bills  of  exchange,  on  all  places 
of  public  entertainment,  and  on  the 
carriage  ot  goods.  Some  of  thefe 
tax$s  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
but:  others  of  them  were  vehemently 
oppoied,  both  in  the  houfe,  and  out 
of  it. ;  particularly  the  tax  on  foap, 
on  the  carriage  of  goods,  and  on 
|nacc£  of  public  entertainments. 

They 
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They  were,  indeed,  ifo  much  dif- 
liked,  that  they  contributed  greatly 
to  increafe  the  unpopularity  of  the 
roinifter,  and  were  finally  rejected 
by  the  houfe. 

A  few  days  after,  another  motion 
was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 

March  15.  ^  Sir  Jol“  Rou,» 
3  member  ror  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Suffolk,  the  defrgn  of  which 
was  to  accelerate  a  change  ol  ad- 
miniflration.  It  was  moved  by  that 
gentleman,  that  it  fhould  be  re- 
folved,  “  That  that  houfe  (taking 
into  confideration  the  great  fums 
voted,  and  the  debts  incurred,  tor 
the  fervice  of  the  army,  navy,  and 
ordnance,  in  this  unfortunate  war, 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  millions  ;  and  finding  that 
the  nation,  notwithftanding  thefe  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertions,  had  loft  thir¬ 
teen  ancient  colonies  belonging  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  the 
newly  acquired  province  of  Weft 
Florida,  and  the  ifiands  of  Domi¬ 
nica,  St,  Vincent,  Grenada,  Toba¬ 
go,  and  Minorca,  beftdes  feveral 
commercial  fleets  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  the  wealth  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  that  we  were  if  ill  involved 
in  war  with  three  powerful  nations 
in  Europe,  without  one  fingle  ally) 
could  have  no  farther  confidence  in 
the  minifters,  who  had  the  direction 
cd  public  affairs.”  In  the  l'peech, 
by  which  he  introduced  this  motion, 
Sir  John  Rous  obferved,  that  he 
was  originally  much  attached  to  the 
noble  lord  who  took  the  lead  in  the 
prefent  adminiftration,  and  had  fup- 
ported  many  of  his  meafures  ;  but 
he  confidered  it  as  wife  and  honeft 
to  leave  the  minifterial  ftandard  of 
the  noble  lord,  when  the  detefted 
fyftem  ot  his  politics  was  upon  the 
point  of  plunging  the  empire  of 
Great  Britain  into  irrecoverable  ca¬ 
lamity  and  fhame ;  a  period,  at 
■wjiich  Jr  was  impoljible  fbf  any 
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man,  who  knew  the  nature  of  his 
duty  to  the  prince,  and  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  who  difdained  the  turpitude 
of  fwerving  from  its  di&ates,  to 
continue  the  lupporter  of  thofe  ex¬ 
ecutive  fervants  of  the  crown,  who, 
having  perfifled  in  a  frantic  war, 
difiipating,  without  fervice,  an  enor¬ 
mous  portion  of  the  public  treafure, 
and  fpilling,  to  as  little  purpofe,  the 
blood  of  thoufands  of  our  choiceff 
mariners  and  foldiers,  were  ftill  far¬ 
ther  from  the  attainment  of  their 
objedft  than  when  they  firft  entered 
upon  hoftilities  againft  the  colonies 
of  America,  Neither  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  nor  the  nation 
at  large,  had  any  confidence  in  the 
prefent  executive  fervants  of  the 
crown ;  and  they  ought,  therefore^ 
to  be  immediately  removed  from  of¬ 
fice. 

A  long  debate  enfued,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  Sir  James  Marriof, 
judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty, 
made  a  fpeech  in  oppofition  to  the 
motion,  in  which  he  introduced 
fundry  topics,  and  urged  various 
arguments  in  fupport  of  adminiftra¬ 
tion.  Among  other  things,  he  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  American  war  was 
juft  in  its  origin  ;  and  to  fhew  that 
it  was  fo,  he  informed  the  houfe, 
that  though  it  had  been  frequently 
pretended,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies  were  not  reprefented  in 
the  Britifh  parliament,  yet  the  faff 
was  otherwife  ;  for  they  were  ac¬ 
tually  reprefented.  The  firft  colo¬ 
nization,  by  national  and  fovereign 
authority,  he  remarked,  was  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  colony  of  Virginia. 
The  grants  and  charters  made  of 
thofe  lands,  and  of  all  the  fubfe- 
quent  colonies,  were  of  one  tenor, 
and  expreffed  in  the  following  terms  : 
u  To  have  and  to  hold  of  the  king 
or  queen’s  majefty,  as  part  and  par¬ 
cel  of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Green¬ 
wich,  within  the  county  of  Kent, 
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reddendum,  a  certain  rent  at  our  caf- 
tle  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  &c.5?  So  that 
the  inhabitants  of  America  were,  in 
fa£f,  by  the  nature  of  their  tenure, 
reprefented  in  parliament  by  the 
knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  county 
of  Kent.  This  curious  legal  diico- 
very,  that  the  American  colonies 
were  part  and  parcel  of  the  manor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich,  though  delivered 
by  the  learned  judge  with  all  proper 
gravity  and  folemnity,  yet  excited 
fomuch  merriment  in  the  houfe,  that 
it  was  with  great  difficulty,  for  tome 
time,  that  the  fpeakcr  could  preferve 
stay  kind  of  order. 

Lord  North  endeavoured  to  vin¬ 
dicate  his  own  adminiftration.  He 
affirmed,  that  it  could  not  be  de¬ 
clared  with  truth,  by  that  houfe, 
that  the  lofs  of  the  American  colo¬ 
nies,  or  of  the  Weft  India  iflands, 
or  our  other  national  calamities,  ori¬ 
ginated  from  the  meafures  of  the 
preient  adminiftration.  The  repeal 
of  the  American  ftamp-adf,  and  the 
palling  of  the  declaratory  law,  took 
place  before  his  entrance  into  office. 
As  a  private  member  of  parliament, 
he  gave  his  vote  in  favour  of  both  5 
but,  as  a  minifter,  he  was  not  re- 
fponfibie  for  either.  When  he  ac¬ 
cepted  his  poll,  the  times  were 
Scarcely  lefs  violent  than  the  pre- 
ient.  He  approached  the  helm, 
when  others  had  deferted  it ;  and, 
handing  there,  he  had  ufed  his  ut- 
moft  efforts  to  a  in  ft  his  country.. 
That'  the  American  war  was  juft 
and  requiftte,  and  profecuted  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupporting  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  the  Britifh  legifla- 
ture,  was  a  pofition  for  the  truth  of 
which  he  would  ever  contend,  w  hi  1ft 
he  enjoyed  the  power  of  arguing  at 
all  upon  the  fubjedl.  As  to  peace, 
he  not  only  wiihed  molt  earneftly 
for  it,  but  alio  for  the  formation  of 
fuch  a  miniftry,  as  might  at  once 
prove  welcome  to  the  country,  and, 


with  unanimous  cordiality,  co-ope¬ 
rate  for  the  welfare,  and  the  honour 
of  the  ft  ate.  It  was  not  an  attach¬ 
ment.  to  the  honours  and  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office  which  had  kept  him 
fo  long  in  place  ;  and  he  fhould  dif- 
daiil  to  throw  impediments  in  the 
way  of  any  honourable  and  falutaiy 
coalition  of  parties,  though  for  the 
adjuftment  of  an  adminiftration, 
from  which  he  might  perceive  him- 
felf  excluded.  The  houfe  at  length 
divided  upon  the  queftion,  when 
there  appeared  for  it  227,  and  againft 
it  236  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  majority 
of  nine  in  favour  of  adminiftration. 

Notvvithftgnding  this  fee  mi  ugly, 
favourable  determination,  it  was  fo 
well  known  that  the  miniftry  could 
not  ftand  their  ground,  that  four  days 
after,  a  fimilar  motion  n/r  , 
to  that  made  by  Sir  x9‘ 

John  Rous,  was  to  have  been  made 
by  the  earl  of  Surrey  ;  but  when  his 
lordfhip  was  about  to  rife  for  that 
purpofe,  lord  North  addrefled  him- 
felf  to  the  fpeaker,  and  endeavoured 
to  gain  the  attention .  of  the  houfe* 
This  occafioned  fount  altercation,  it 
being  contended  by  many  members, 
that  the  earl  of  Surrey  ought  to  be 
heard  firft.  But  lord  North  being 
at  length  fullered  to  proceed,  he  ob- 
ierved,  that  as  he  underftood  the 
motion  to  be  made  by  the  noble 
earl  was  fimilar  to  that  made  a  few 
days  before,  and  the  objedt  of  which 
was  the  removal  of  the  minifters, 
he  had  fuch  information  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  houfe,  as  muff,  he 
conceived,  render  any  fuch  motion 
now  unneceffary.  He  could  with 
authority  allure  the  houfe,  that  his 
majefty  had  come  to  a  full  deter¬ 
mination  to  change  his  minifters. 
Indeed,  thole  perfons,  who  had  lor 
lome  time  conducted  the  public  af¬ 
fair8.’  were  no  longer  his  majefty’s 
minifters.  rI  hey  were  not  now  to 
be  conhbcrei  gs  men  holding  the 
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ferns  of  government,  and  tranfadl- 
ing  meafures  of  {late,  but  merely 
remaining  to  do  their  official  duty, 
till  other  minifters  were  appointed  to 
take  their  places.  The  fooner  thole 
ne  w  miniflers  were  appointed,  his 
lordfnip  declared,  that,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  the  better  it  would  be  for 
the  public  bufmefs,  and  the  general 
interefls  of  the  nation.  He  returned 
thanks  to  the  houfe,  for  the  many 
in  {lances  of  favour  and  indulgence 
which  he  had  received  from  them, 
during  the  courle  of  his  adminiilra- 
tion  ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  con¬ 
fide  red  himfelt  as  refponfible,  in  ail 
fenfes  of  the  word,  for  every  c  ire  urn- 
fiance  of  his  miniilerial  condudl, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  ready  to  anfvver 
to  his  country,  whenever  he  fhould 
be  called  upon  for  that  pufpofe. 
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The  earl  of  Surrey  informed  the 
houfe,  that  the  motion,  which  he 
intended  to  have  made,  was  defimi- 

„  O 

ed  to  declare  to  the  nation,  and  to' 
all  Europe,  that  the  miniflry  were 
not  difmiffed-,  becaufe  they  wanted 
to  avoid  the  fatigues  of  office,  but 
becaufe  the  parliament  had  totally 
withdrawn  from  them  their  good 
opinion,  and  their  confidence,  and 
were  determined  no  longef  to  per¬ 
mit  the  perpetration  of  thole  violent 
abufes  of  their  trull,  to  which, ‘with 
impunity,  and  to  the  difgrace  and 
detriment  of  the  flare,  they  had  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time  proceeded. 
His  lordfhip,  however,  agreed,  in 
conlequence  of  the  declaration  of 
lord  ‘North,  to  wave  his  intended 
motion;  and,  after  feme  farther  de¬ 
bate,  the  houfe  adjourned. 
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Complete  Change  of  the  A dminif  ration*  Peace  the  firjl  QbjeH  of  Attention  to 
the  Neva  Miniflry *  The  neeejfary  Steps  for  its  Attainment  immediately 

adopted .  Overtures  ?nade  to  the  States- general.  Negociations  for  a  general 
Peace  commenced  at  Paris.  An  Offer ,  from  his  Britannic  Majejiy ,  to 
acknowledge  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America .  Debate  in 


e  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  Affair 
fion  made  by  Mr *  Kden ,  for  repealin 
land ,  of  the  (jth  of  George  I.  The 

AT  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1782,  no  profpeet  ap¬ 
peared  of  any  change  in  the  admi- 
hiflration.  Notwithflanding  the  very 
vigorous  and  able  oppofition  which 
was  maintained  in  parliament,  there 
did  not  feem  to  be  any  rational  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  material  alteration  in 
that  fyflem  of  public  meafures, 
which  had  been  fo  pertinacioufly 
adhered  to,  and  which  had  proved 
fo  deftrufilive  in  its  confequences. 
But,  by  degrees,  the  calamities  oc- 
caiioned  by  the  American  war,  the 


of  Ireland ,  in  C onfequence  of  a  Mo- 
■  the  Declaratory  Law,  ref  e Bin g  Ire- 
Motion  withdrawn* 

enormous  weight  of  taxes,  and  the 
diminution  of  the  value  of  pro¬ 
perty,  opened  the  eyes  of  many 
of  thofe  country  gentlemen,  who 
had  generally  voted  with  the  rai- 
nffiry.  They  law  the  dangers  to 
which  the  nation  was  expofed,  they 
felt  the  preffure  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens,  and  they  delerted  the  {land- 
ard  of  adminif ration.  The  mipfl- 
teriai  majorities  of  courfe  began  to 
diminifh,'  the  oppofition  became 
much  increaled  in  numbers,  and  a 
complete  revolution  in  the  admi- 

milratkm 
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Ugiffration  was  at  length  effected.  Of 
fome  of  the  circumftances  which 
preceded  this  great  event,  we  have 
already  given  an  account ;  but  the 
private  negotiations  with  the  fo- 
vereign,  relative  to  the  arrangements 
in  the  new  mini  dry,  were  naturally 
of  fo  private  a  nature,  and  have  been 
fo  vanoufly  reported,  that  of  thefe 
trail  factions  we  cannot  a  ttempt  to 
.give  a  minute  or  particular  narra¬ 
tion.  It  is  fuppofetj ,  that  the  great 
perionage,  whofe.  concurrence.  was 
neceflary  in  this  important  political 
•revolution,  experienced  no  ordinary 
degree  of  agitation  of  mind,  on  be¬ 
ing  in  a  manner  compelled  to  make 
i©  total  a  change  in  his  councils. 

For  it  is  underftQod,  that,  on  this 
occaflon,  the  leading  members  of  op- 
pofnion  were  united  together  with 
great  firmnefs.  and  would  agree  to 
bo  coalition  with  any  of  the  oppolite 
party,  excepting  only  with  the  noble 
lord  who  was  in  veiled  with  the  office 
of  chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  On 
the  2, 7th  and  30th  of  March,  the 
following  arrangements  took  place  in 
the  adminiffration  :  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  was  appointed  firlt  lord 
of  the  treafury  ;  lord  John  Caven- 
dirh,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ; 
the  earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox, 
principal  fecreraries  of  Hate  ;  lord 
Camden,  prelident  of  the  council ; 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  mailer  of 
the  ordnance  ;  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
lord  privy -ha  1  ;  admiral  Keppel, 
firfl  lord  of  the  admiralty ;  general 
Conway,  commander  in  chief  of  all 
the  forces  in  Great  Britain  ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Townlhend,  fecretary  at 
war  ;  Mr.  Burke,  paymaster  of  the 
forces;  and  colonel  Barre,  treafurer 
of  the  navy.  Other  offices  and  ho¬ 
nours  were  likewife  conferred  on 
different  members  of  the  oppolition, 
and  fome  were  raifed  to  the  peerage, 
particularly  admiral  Keppel,  lir 
if  ktcher  Norton,  and  Mr,  Dunning. 
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So  complete  and  radical  a  change 
of  thole,  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  was 
entruffed,  gave  great  fatisfaCtiori  to 
a  very  large  part  of  the  nation,  and 
afforded  the  molt  flattering  hopes 
to  thole  who  had  a  ffneere  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  interelts  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  So  many  men  of  diftinguilhed 
abilities,  and  who  profefled  fuch  pub- 
lic-fpirited  principles,  had  never  be¬ 
fore  been  united  in  ad  mini  ft  rati  on  ; 
they  came  into  power,  indeed,  at  a 
period  when  the  nation  was  in  a 
fltuation  extremely  calamitous,  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  dangerous  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  fuch  a  miniffry,  if  they  con¬ 
tinued  united,  could  not  but  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  lignal  advantages  to  the 
nation. 

The  firli  buflnefs  in  which  the  new 
miniffry  engaged,  was  the  taking 
fuch  meafures  as  were  proper  to  ef¬ 
fectuate  a  general  peace.  No  time 
was  loll  in  the  purfuit  of  this  great 
objedt,  or  in  taking  the  neceflary 
Heps  for  its  attainment.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  having 
offered  her  mediation,  in  order  to 
reltore  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  Holland,  Mr.  fecretary  Fox, 
within  two  days  after  his  entrance 
into  office,  wrote  a  letter  to  Monf. 
Simolin,  the  Ruffian  mini  ft  er  in 
London,  informing  him,  that  his 
majefly  was  ready  to  enter  into  a 
negociation,  for  the  purpofe  of  letting 
on  foot  a  treaty  of  peace,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  that  which 
was  agreed  to  in  1674,  between  his 
majefiy  and  the  republic  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  that  in  order  to  facilitate 
fuch  a  treaty,  he  was  willing  to  give 
immediate  orders  for  a  fufpenlionof 
hoftilities,  it  the  Hates- general  were 
difpofed  to  agree  to  that  meafure. 
In  another  letter,  dated  May  4, 

1  782,  in  anfwerto  one  received  from 
the  Ruffian  miniffer,  Mr.  Fox  took 
notice  of  the  late  change  in  his  ma- 
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jefiy’s  councils,  and  obferved,  that 
jiis  majcfty  was  willing  to  allow  to 
fhe  Dutch  the  entire  liberty  of  na¬ 
vigation,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
1-674,  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  republic  ;  a  treaty,  by  which 
the  principles  of  the  armed  neutra¬ 
lity  were  eftabli filed,  in  their  wideft 
ixtent,  to  all  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  ;  and  that  his  majefty  would 
accept,  as  the  bafis  of  a  feparate 
peace  between  him  and  the  ftates- 
general,  a  free  navigation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principles  demanded  by 
her  imperial  majefty,  in  her  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  28  th  of  February,  1 780. 

But  the  flares  of  Holland  did  not 
'  appear  inclined  to  a  feparate  peace ; 
®or,  perhaps,  would  it  have  been 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  found 
policy,  if  they  had  agreed  to  any 
proportions  of  this  kind.  However, 
immediately  after  the  change  of  minif- 
try,  n.egociations  for  a  general  peace 
were  commenced  at  Paris.  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  was  invefted  with  full  powers  to 
treat  with  alL  the  parties  at  war  ; 
and  was  alfo  directed  to  propofe  the 
independency  of  the  thirteen  United 
Provinces  of  America,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  inftead  of  making  it  a  con¬ 
dition.  of  a  general  treaty.  Admiral 
Pigby  and  general  Carleton  were 
alfo  directed  to  acquaint  the  Ame¬ 
rican  congrefs  with  the  pacific  views 
of  the  Britifli  court,  and  with  the 
offer  that  was  made  to  acknowledge 
the  independency  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  change  of  the  miniftry, 
the  earl  of  Carlifle  was  removed 
from  the  office  of  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and  the  duke  of  Portland 
was  appointed  in  his  ftead  ;  and  on 
the  8th  of  April,  a  debate  011  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  took  place  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  It  was  opened 
by  colonel  Liutrell,  who  obferved, 
that  he  had  been  encouraged  to  hope, 
in  confequence  of  an  interview  with 


which  he  had  been  honoured  with 
two  members  of  the  new  admioi- 
ftration,  that  all  the  means  which 
either  wifdom,  liberality,  jitftice,  of 
an  ardent  zeal  for  the  inviolable  pri¬ 
vileges  of  England  and  Ireland  could 
poffibly  fuggeft,  Would  be  recurred 
to,  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
difputes  fubiifting  between  the  two 
kin  adorns.  He  was  informed,  that 
the  prefent  miniftry  intended  to  treat 
a  point  of  fuch  extreme  importance, 
in  that  manner  which  fliould  be  the 
moft  conducive  to  the  advancement 
of  the  mutual  profperity  and  honour 
of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain ;  and 
that  they  only  wifned  for  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  a  few  days,  in  older  that 
they  might  invefliqgte  every  parti¬ 
cular  t"-  .he  bottom,  and  thence 
proceed  to  the  moft  conciliating  and 
beneficial  meafures.  Fie  was  fen- 
fible,  that  it  was  requisite  to  give 
the  minifters  a  fufficient  time  deli¬ 
berately  to  dlgeft,  and  cautioufly  to 
prepare,  their  plans  refpetfting-  the 
concerns  of  Ireland.  In  the  mean 
while,  as  he  perceived  114  the  houfe 
a  right  honourable  gentleVnan,  who 
held  a  very  important  poft  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  who  was  in  fa£t  the  prime 
minitler  of  that  kingdom,  he  hoped, 
that  he  would  favour  the  houfe  with 
fatis factory  information  refpedting 
the  affairs  of  that  country,  and  with 
his  opinion  what  fteps  it  would  be¬ 
come  the  Britifli  parliament  to  take, 
for  the  purpofe  of  removing  from 
Ireland  all  caufe  of  complaint,  and 
of  entirely  reconciling  her  to  this  her 
filler  kingdom. 

Mr.  Eden,  fecretary  to  the  earl  of 
Carbide,  as  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  who  had  haftily  arrived 
from  that  kingdom,  in  confequence: 
of  the  change  of  adminiftration,  novt 
rofe,  and  remarked,  that  if  he  had 
not  been  called  upon  to  deliver  his 
fenti'ments,  he  ffiould  have  regarded 
it  as  a  duty  which  he  owed  both 
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to  Great  Britain  and  to  Ireland,  as 
a  fervant  of  the  public,  and  as  a 
member  of  parliament  in  both  king¬ 
doms,  to  ftate,  with  candour  and 
with  franknefs,  whatfoever  he  knew 
refpecting  the  prefent  pretenfions 
and  fituation  of  Ireland.  In  a  ipeech 
of  couiiderable  length,  he  then  gave 
the  houfe  an  account  of  various 
tranfadlions  in  that  kingdom,  .which 
have  already  been  noticed  in  our 
hiftory.  lie  alio  remarked,  that 
though,  m  confequence  oi  the  acts 
palled,  in  the  year  17S0,  .Iieland 
had  emerged  from  laws,  which,  lor 
a  length  of  time,  had  fettered  all  her 
induftry  and  commerce  ;  yet  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  opulence  of  the  king¬ 
dom  was  not  equal  to  thofe  fanguine 
expectations,  which  were  entertained 
by  multitudes,  amidft  their  firib  and 
too  deceiving  golden  dreams,  of  the 
extenfive  benefits  which  would  ac¬ 
company  a  free  trade  ;  and,  there- 
fore,  they  looked  back  with  dread 
upon  the  Englifh  laws,  and  refolved 
to  a  Bert  the  independency  of  their 
own  parliament  upon  that  of  Great 
Britain.  It  was  at  a  critical  period, 
that  the  earl  of  Carlifle  had  been 
appointed  to  the  poll  of  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland ;  but  his  lordfliip  had 
diligently  attended  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  and  manufacturing  interefts  of 
that  nation,  and  had  fo  conducted 
himfeif,  as  to  gain  the  gobd  opinion 
of  the  people.  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  univerfally  determined  to  af- 
fert  the  legiflative  independency  of 
Ireland.  He  fbould  not  enter  into 
an  inquiry,  whether  this  was  a 
queftion  of  right,  or  of  power.  It 
had  undoubtedly  been  exercifed,  in 
a  multitude  of  inftances,  for  a  long- 
period  of  years.  It  was,  however, 
become  impoffible  to  exercife  it  lon¬ 
ger  ;  nor,  perhaps,  could  any  be¬ 
nefit  refult  from  it,  fince  the  fyftem 
of  retraining  Irifli  commerce  had 
been  wifely  difcontlnued.  Every 
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enlightened  country  was  beft- go¬ 
verned  by  its  own  laws.  If  the 
maintenance  of  this  legiflation  were 
a  mere  queftion  of  pride,  he  fhould 
contend  againft  it  ;  and,  indeed, 
England  had  loft  all  pretenfions  to 
pride.  It  might,  indeed,  deferve 
consideration,  whether  any  new  com¬ 
pact  between  the  two  countries  could 
now'  be  fettled,  to  prevent  any  re¬ 
paration  of  interefts,  in  tranfactions 
of  war  and  peace  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions  ;  or  any  introduction  of  laws 
in  Ireland  adverfe  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain.  He  was,  however,  con¬ 
vinced,  from  what  he  knew  of  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  that  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  act 
of  the  6th  of  George  I.  as  aliened 
a  right  in  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  Jaws  to  bind 
the  kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland, 
He,  therefore,  now  moved,  44  That 
“  leave  fliould  be  given  to  bring  in 
44  a  bill,  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
44  act,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  bet-. 
44  ter  fecuring  the  dependency  of 
44  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the 
44  crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  de~ 
44  dares,  that  the  king’s  majefty,  by 
44  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of 
44  the  lords  fpifitual  and  temporal, 
44  and  commons  of  Great  Britain  19 
44  parliament  aftembled,  had,  hath, 
44  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full 
44  power  and  authority  to  make  laws 
44  and  ftattites,  of  fufficient  force 
44  and  validity  to  bind  the  kingdom 
44  and  people  of  Ireland.” 

The  Ipeech  of  Mr.  Eden  was  fo 
plaufible,  that  it  did  not  at  firft  ap¬ 
pear  to  make  any  unfavourable  im- 
preflion  on  the  houfe.  But  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  Eox  rofe,  and  made  a  very 
able  fpeech,  in  which  he  feemed  to 
give  the  fulleft  conviction  to  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  houfe, 
that  Mr.  Eden’s  motion  was  only  a 
manoeuvre  to  embarrafs  the  new  ad- 
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yninift ration  ;  and  that  this  gentle¬ 
man’s  conduct  was  extremely  repre- 
henftble,  in  making  a  motion  of  fo 
important  a  nature,  in  the  preient 
critical  date  of  affairs  in  Ireland, 
without  having  previoufly  confulted 
any  of  the  preient  executive  fervants 
of  the  crown,  or  even  uttered  a  fingle 
fyllable  upon  the  fubjecff  to  any  one 
member  of  adminiftration.  Mr.  Fox 
alfo  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Eden  to 
the  earl  of  Shelburne,  in  which  that 
gentleman  refuted  to  communicate 
his  fentiments,  on  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  Ireland,  to  the  new  miniders, 
under  pretence  that  they  had  ill 
treated  the  earl  of  Carlille  M  If 
Mr.  Eden,  the  fecretary  obferved, 
^  had  thought  proper  to  confult  any 
of  the  prelent  rniniders,  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  any  meafure  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  rafpefting  Irifh  affairs,  he 
might  have  difcovered,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  fhort  period  which 
had  elapfed,  fubfequent  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  prefent  miniders  on 
their  refpesftive  offices,  they  had  di¬ 
rected  their  moft  ferious  and  ft  rich: 
attention  to  the  alarming  date  of 
Ireland  ;  and  that  it  was  not  from 
the  lead  averlion  to  do  ample  judice 
to  the  filter-kingdom,  that  they  had 
not,  on  the  fil'd  day  of  their  appear¬ 
ing  within  that  houfe  as  miniders, 
propofed  meafures,  in  their  opinion, 
expedient  and  beneficial,  calculated 
to  conciliate  the  affcdHons  of  the 
Irifh,  and  terminate  the  uneafinefles, 
the  jealoufie?,  and  the  tumults, 
which  had  fubfided,  and  continued 
to  fubfid,  in  that  oppreffed  and  ir¬ 
ritated  country.  It  was  not  from 
the  lead  want  of  inclination  to  put 
Ireland  in  pofTeffion  of  all  her  abfual 
rights,  that  they  had  not  yet  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  decifive  fteps  ;  but  be- 


*  This  letter  may  be  found  among  the 
work,  p„  iqS,  149. 


caufe  they  difdained  to  imitate  one 
of  the  mod  reprehensible  points  of 
conduct  in  their  predeceffors,  who 
had  catched,  with  equal  eagernefs 
and  want  of  policy,  at  the  expedient 
of  the  minute,  and  fought  rather  to 
patch  up  a  prefent  difficulty,  on  any 
terms  whatever,  than  to  meet  it 
fairly,  to  fathom  its  depth,  ,and  to 
difcover,  and  immediately  purfue, 
the  mod  fubdantial  and  lading  modes 
of  remedying  a  real  evil,  and  pre¬ 
venting  its  return.  It  was  with  a 
view  to  fettle  the  conditution  of  the 
two  countries,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
fhould  prove  perfectly  fadsfadiory  to 
England  and  to  Ireland,  and  fhould 
proirife  to  give  a  lading  harmony 
to  both,  that  his  majefty’s  rai Riders 
paufed  upon  the  fubjedt ;  and  not 
from  any  unfriendly  difpodtions  to¬ 
wards  Ireland,  or  from  any  idea  that 
her  claims  were  either  uni  nil  or  ab- 
furd,  or  from  the  mod  didant  in¬ 
tention  of  lettinp-  them  remain  un- 

O 

fatisfied.  After  feme  farther  de¬ 
bate,  Mr.  Eden  agreed  to  withdraw" 
his  motion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr, 
Crewe,  member  for  Chediire,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  44  for  the  bet- 
44  ter  fecurincr  the  freedom  or  dec- 

o 

44  dons  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
44  liament,  by  difabling  certain  of- 
44  deers,  employed  in  the  collection. 
44  or  management  of  his  maje  fly’s 
44  revenues,  from  giving  their  votes 
44  at  fuch  elections.”  The  motion 
was  fupported  by  Mr,  Fox,  who  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  it  was  highly  neceffaiy 
that  not  an  hour  fhould  be  lod,  in 
giving  the  public  the  dronged  proof, 
that  his  majtdy’s  miniders  were  fin- 
cerely  determined  to  make  fuch  re¬ 
forms  as  were  neeedary,  and  to  en¬ 
force  that  fydem  of  government 
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which  they  had  repeatedly  called  for 
when  not  in  place.  He  alfo  laid, 
that  he  thought  it  right  to  take  the 
prefent  opportunity  of  declaring, 
that  though  he  thought  but  very  in¬ 
differently  of  the  flatc  of  the  nation 
a  fortnight  ago,  his  opinion  of  it 
was  much  worfe  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment.  His  fufpicions  of  the  negli¬ 
gence,  and  fcandalous  mifmanage- 
ment  of  his  maje fly’s  late  minifters, 
were  now  matured  into  ripe  judg¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  was  forry  to  have 
found,  that  things  were  infinitely 
worfe  than  he  had  imagined,  and 
that,  bad  as  they  had  been  deferibed, 
the  defeription  given  to  that  houfe, 
by  him  and  others,  from  time  to  time, 


fell  infinitely  lliort  of  the  real  fed* 
ation  of  affairs  ;  which  fit  nation  was 
fo  manifeftly  imputable  to  the  neg¬ 
lect  of  the  late  minifters,  that  he 
fhould  not  think  that  their  fucceffors 
adted  either  fairly  or  honeftly  by  the 
houfe,  or  by  the  people,  if  they  did 
not  inllitute  inquiries ;  and  fuch  in¬ 
quiries  as  would  give  the  country  a 
corredt  ftate  of  the  condition  ill' 
which  public  matters  really  ftood. 

Mr.  Crew’s  motion  was  agreed  to, 
as  was  alfo  another  made  by  Sir  Phi¬ 
lip  Jennings  Clerke,  that  the  bill 
for  excluding  contractors  from  the 
houfe  of  commons  fhould  be  re¬ 
committed  ;  after  which  the  houfe 
adjourned. 
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Mejfage  from  the  King  to  both  Houfes ,  relative  to  the  Affairs  of  Ireland » 
Meafurcs  adopted  to  conciliate  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  King * 
do: m.  The  Adi  of  the  6th  of  George  L  for  fecuriug  the  Dependency  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  *Ci  oven  of  Great  Britain ,  repealed ,  Dif¬ 
eontents  in  Scotland* 


The  new  miniftry  were  fo 
much  determined  to  give  the 
.mofl  fatisfadfory  evidence,  that  no 
delay  was  intended  in  adjufting  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  or  in  giving  every 
reafonable  fatisfadtion  to  that  king¬ 
dom,  that  on  the  day  immediately 
fubfequent  to  that  on  which  Mr. 
Eden  made  his  motion  for  repealing 
the  declaratory  law  of  the  6th  of 
George  I.  the  following  meftage  from 
the  king  was  delivered  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  Mr.  fecretary  Fox  : 
“  His  majefty  being  concerned  to 
find,  that  difeontents  and  jealoufies 
are  prevailing  among  his  loyal  fub- 
jeefts  in  Ireland,  upon  matters  of 
great  weight  and  importance,  ear- 
neftly  recommends  to  this  houfe,  to 
take  the  fame  into  their  meft  feriout 


confidenttion,  in  order  to  fuch  a 
final  adjuftment  as  may  give  a  mu¬ 
tual  fatisfadtion  to  both  kingdoms. 
On  pre fenting  this  melfage,  Mr. 
Fox  laid,  that  he  hoped  the  houfe 
would  give  credit  to  his  majefty’s 
minifters  on  the  fubjedt  of  Ireland, 
and  believe  that  they  had  not,  during 
the  fhort  interval  they  had  been  in 
office,  in  any  fhape  negledted  to  take 
into  their  confideration  the  very  fe~ 
ripus  apd  alarming  condition  of  that 
country ;  nor  fiiouid  they  fufpedt, 
that  the  prefent  meffage  was  brought 
down,  in  confequence  of  the  very 
lingular  motion  that  had  been  made 
in  the  houfe  the  day  before.  His 
majefty  was  moll  earneftly  defirous 
of  fettling  the  difeontents  and  jea¬ 
loufies  that  flibfilkd  in  the  minds  of 

his 
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I113  fubje&s  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  The  meafures,  which  his 
Majelty’s  minifters  conceived  necef- 
fiary  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent  in¬ 
fiance,  and  which  he  was  to  pro- 
pofe  to  the  houfe,  would  require 
much  ferious  difcuffion.  He  in¬ 
tended  to  move  for  an  humble  ad* 
drefs  to  his  majefty,  to  allure  him, 
that  they  would,  without  delay,  take 
into  their  mod  ferious  confideration 
this  important  fubjedt,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  aftift  his  majefty’s  earned 
and  gracious  wilhes,  to  reftore  Con¬ 
fidence  and  harmony  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  his" delire,  that  the  houfelhould 
be  urged  to  any  haliy  and  precipi¬ 
tate  meafure,  which  might  heal  the 
differences  fo'r  a  time,  without  put¬ 
ting  a  final  flop  and  conclulion  to 
the  bufinefs.  The  houfe  would 
perceive,  in  the  pretenfions  of 
the  Irilh,  exprelfed  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  people,  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  contained  no  I'efs  than  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  it  com¬ 
prehended  not  only  the  commercial 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  kingdom, 
but  alfo  the  legifiative  powers  and 
royalty.  The  moil  important  ob¬ 
jects  were  therefore  embraced,  and 
both  nations  were  moll  materially 
concerned  in  the  difcuffion  and  let- 
tlement  of  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 
quence.  They  were  topics  upon 
which  the  houfe  would  fee  his  ma¬ 
jefty  could  not  decide,  without  the 
affiftance  of  his  parliament ;  nor, 
indeed,  could  it  be  done,  without 
the  concurrence  and  operation  of 
both  parliaments*  To  come  to  the 
bufinefs,  therefore,  with  propriety, 
and  in  a  manner  which  would  give 
effedt  to  their  proceedings,  they  mull 
have  full  and  authentic  information ; 
and  both  parliaments  mud  take  time 
in  their  deliberations,  and  affift  each 
other  in  the  progrefs  and  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  bufinefs.  The  hafty 


ftep,  propofed  by  a  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  the  preceding  day* 
would  have  been  moll  unwile  and 
impolitic.  It  was  the  duty  of  go¬ 
vernment  to  come  to  the  matter  for 
pollerity,  as  well  as  for  the  prefent 
day ;  and  in  quieting  the  exifting 
jealoufies,  to  eftablilh  fuch  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  relation  and  confiitution  as 
ffiould  prevent  future  difeontents 
from  ariiing.  He  believed  it  would 
be  eafy  for  the  king’s  minifters  to 
do  as  their  predeceflbrs  had  done,  to 
patch  up  a  temporary  ceffation  of 
claims,  and  leave,  to  thofe  who  were 
to  come  after  them,  all  the  dangers 
of  an  unfettled  confiitution,  for  the 
mean  advantage  of  clearing  them- 
felves  from  difficulties,  which  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  meet  with, 
fairnefs ;  but  they  confidered  it  as 
their  duty  to  come  with  determined 
minds  to  the  main  queftion,  and  fet¬ 
tle  the  true  quality  and  nature  of 
the  relationlliip  which  fubfifis  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  to  afeer- 
tain  their  difiindt  conftitutions,  and 
to  eftablilh  fuch  an  union  and  con¬ 
nection  between  them,  as  fliould  en¬ 
dure  for  ages,  Mr.  Fox  concluded 
with  moving  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  which  was  agreed  to,  nc« 
mine  contradicente . 

Two  days  after,  the 
fame  mefiage  was  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  by  the  earl 
of  Shelburne.  After  it  had  been 
read,  his  lordikip  obferved,  that  it 
would  be  highly  criminal  in  any  mb 
nifter,  not  to  take  the  earlieft  oppor¬ 
tunity  OtTubmuting  to  the  contider- 
ation  of  their  lordfhips,  the  very 
alarming  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland ;  but  that  it  would  be  ftiil 
more  criminal  in  him,  who  had  f» 
often  accufed  the  late  adminiftration 
of  the  mod  lliameful  negledt  on  that 
head.  He  thought  it  unnecefiary  to 
remind  their  lordfhips  of  the  feverai 
motions  that  had  been  made  in  that 
H  houfe, 
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houfe,  in  order  to  prevent  .affairs 
from  coming  to  that  criiis  in  Ire¬ 
land,  of  which  his  majefiy’s  mefiage 
conveyed  an  intimation.  That  cri- 
fis  which  he  had  forefeen,  which  he 
had  fo  often  foretold,  and  which  he 
had  fo  often  attempted*  but  in  vain, 
to  prevent,  was  now  arrived.  The 
queilion,  therefore,  now  was,  How 
the  difcontents  of  Ireland  might  be 
removed  ?  When  that  country  call¬ 
ed  for  a  free  trade,  to  which  the 
certainly  had  a  good  right,  England 
thought  proper  to  make  conceilions, 
and  great  conceilions  they  were. 
It  might,  therefore,  have  been  ex- 
peXed,  that  the  late  fervants  of  the 
crown  would  have  availed  themfelves 
of  thofe  conceilions  fo  far  as  to  fti- 
pulate  for  fome  fyftem,  which  fhould 
In  future  fecure  the  political  connec¬ 
tion  of  both  countries.  But  that 
opportunity  was  loll,  and  that  con¬ 
nexion,  which  had  lafled  io  long, 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
England  and  Ireland,  was  brought 
into  great  danger.  Nothing,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  wanting,  on  the 
part  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  now 
honoured  with  his  majefty’s  confi¬ 
dence,  to  bring  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  a  happy  iillie,  to  the  mutual 
fatisfaXion  of  both  countries.  It 
was  not,  however,  proper  to  deceive 
their  lordfnips  ;  it  was  neceffary  to 
inform  them,  that  the  talk  was  both 
delicate  and  difficult ;  for  the  negli- 
gence  of  their  predeceffors  in  office 
had  railed  up  obftacles,  which  a  vi¬ 
gilant  adminifiratioii  would  have 
prevented.  It  was,  however,  hill 
a  fubjeX  of  eonfolatiori,  that  there 
exifled  in  Ireland  a  fund  of  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  England,  which 
no  misfortune  or  calamity  of  the 
latter  had  been  able  to  fhake*  He 
could  allure  their  lordfhips,  that 
Ireland  had  not  the  lead  inclination 
to  look  elfewhere  for  friendffiip  and 
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connexions.  The  people  of  th&t 
country  were  at  once  the  brethren 
and  the  children  of  England.  It 
was  to  England  alone  that  they 
looked  up,  nor  did  there  exiff  among 
them  an  ideri  of  reparation :  deter¬ 
mined  to  hand  or  fall  With  her,  they 
wifhed  to  have  no  friends  but  the 
friends  of  England  ;  and  to  hold  all 
thofe  for  enemies,  whom  England 
fhould  have  to  contend  with.  Though 
they  had  claims  upon  this  country* 
which  they  appeared  uninclined  to 
relinquish,  and  though  they  were 
fleady  to  their  purpofes,  yet  he  was 
happy  to  inform  their  lordfhips,  that 
they  blended  moderation  with  their 
ileadirtefs ;  and  to  keep  them  in 
this  favourable  difpofition  would  be 
the  great  objeX  of  his  maje fly’s 
ministers.  His  lordflup  concluded 
by  moving  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
his  majefly,  for  his  gracious  mefiage, 
which  was  agreed  toby  the  houfe. 

It  was  only  five  days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  royal  mefiage  re- 
fpeXing  Ireland  to  the  Britifh  houfe 
of  peers,  that  the  Irifh  houfe  of 
commons,  in  confequence  of  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Grattan,  agreed  to  a 
declaration  of  rights,  in  which  they 
afierted  in  the  flrongeft  manner,  that 
no  parliament,  excepting  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland,  had  any  power 
or  authority  in  that  kingdom.  Of 
this  declaration  of  rights,  a  more 
particular  account  hath  already  been 
given  in  a  preceding  chapter,  which 
was  peculiarly  appropriated  to  the 
affairs  of  Ireland. 

On  the  iSth  of  May,  the  Britifh 
houfe  of  commons  was  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  ift 
order  to  take  into  confideration  the 
affairs  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Fox  made 
a  fpeech  upon  the  oecafion,.  in  which 
he  took  notice,  that  if  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great-Britain  were  n%? 
about  to  make  greater  conceffions  to 
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Irekifd,  than  fame  members  of  that 
houfe  might  think  proper,  they  had 
been  reduced  to  that  neceffity  by  the 
fcondudt  of  the  late  miniilry.  Some 
years  ago,  When  very  modeft  and 
reafonable  requi  fit  ions  had  been 
made  by  the  Irifn  nation^  in  a  very 
humble  manner,  to  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  a  deaf  ear  was  not  only 
turned  to  the  prayer  of  their  peti¬ 
tion,  but  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  came  down  himfeif,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  a  negative  vote  to 
what  was  then  defired  by  Ireland. 
But  afterwards,  when  the  Irifh  vo¬ 
lunteers  were  affembled,  and  became 
formidable,  the  fame  minifter,  who 
had  before  oppdfed  their  humble 
claims,  thought  it  neeelTary  to  make 
iome  handfome  amends  for  his  pad: 
error,  by  coming  to  the  houfe,  and 
voluntarily  granting  four  times  as 
much  as  he  had  denied  before. 
This  naturally  fuggefted  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland,  by  what  means  they 
might  be  fute  of  being  liftened  to 
with  due  attention,  and  that  humi¬ 
lity  and  moderation  were  not  the 
qualities  that  would  infure  them 
fuccefs,  whenever  they  either  a  feed 
br  claimed  what  they  imagined  to 
be  their  j  ufi  rights. 

Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  his  oWn  opinion  of  the  rights  of 
Ireland  had  always  been,  that  Ire¬ 
land,  being  a  part  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  vvas  entitled  to  the  full  and 
equal  participation  of  ail  the  bene¬ 
fits  and  all  the  immunities  enjoyed 
in  England,  and  which  were  cqnfo- 
tiant  to  the  principles  of  the  Britifh. 
conliitution.  But  fuch  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  late  mini  Hers 
with  refpedt  to  Ireland,  and  with 
refpedt  indeed  to  the  government  of 
all  the  dependencies  of  the  Britifli 
empire,  that  they  feemed  totally  to 
have  forgotten  that  conftitution$  of 
which  we  fo  much  boafted  ;  and 
while  fomething  like  a  fpirit  of  free- 


dom  prevailed  in  the  iflatld  of  Gtedt 
Britain,  they  appeared  to  take  a& 
much  care  as  poffible  to  exert  the 
utmoil:  oppreftion  and  tyranny  over 
thole  unhappy  fubjedts,  vvhofe  place 
of  refidence  was  either  in  Ireland* 
or  aerofs  the  Atlantic.  His  ideas 
of  Ireland  were  exactly,  and  had 
been  uniformly,  the  fame  as  his 
ideas  of  America.  He  thought  it 
abfurd  and  unjuft  for  this  country  to 
pretend  tolegiflate  for  another,  with* 
out  the  fulleonfent  and  concurrence 
of  that  other,  and  in  cafes  to  which 
its  own  internal  legiflation  was  per¬ 
fectly  applicable,  and  completely 
appofite.  In  point  of  competency 
fo  to  legiflate,  this  country  could 
not  poffibly  be  fufficiently  qualified, 
beeaufe  it  nluft  neceftarily  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  a  variety  of  local  circum- 
fiances,  noon  a  knowledge  of  which 
alone  a  competency  for  internal  le* 
giflation  could  be  founded.  But 
even  were  this  country  ever  fo  com* 
petent,  full  the  argument  remained, 
that  it  had  no  right  to  legiflate  for 
another  country  agalnft  the  eon  lent, 
and  without  the  concurrence  of  that 
country  ;  nor  could  it  at  any  time 
fo  legiflate  to  any  good  purpofe 
whatever.  As  to  Ireland,  he  made 
no  fcruple  in  the  moft  unequivocal, 
explicit,  and  exprefs  terms  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  conftdered  her  prefent 
claims  to  be  fubftantially  juft  •  and 
that  he  felt  himfeif  inclined  to  move 
the  refolutions  which  he  was  about 
to  propofe,  m  favour  of  Ireland,  as 
much  on  the  ground  of  jufiice,  as 
on  the  ground  of  prudence:  on 
which  latter  ground,  he  believed,  all 
men  would  concur,  who  thought  at 
ail  on  the  prefent  fttuation  of  affair's 
with  refpedi  to  war  with  foreign, 
powers,  and  other  obvious  eircum- 
ftances.  After  making  a  variety  o£ 
other  obfervations,  Mr.  Fox  moved, 
that  it  fhould  be  refolved,  u  That  it 
was  the  opinion  of  that  houfe,  that 
Hz*  ■  the 
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the  aX  of  the  6th  of  George  I. 
intituled,  An  ad  for  the  better 
fecuring  the  dependency  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  ought  to 
be  repealed.” 

After  a  debate  of  conliderable 
length,  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  agreed 
to,  nemine  contradicente ;  as  was  alio 
the  following*,  made  by  the  fame 
gentleman,  that  it  fhould  be  refold¬ 
ed,  “  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 
that  houfe,  that  it  was  indifpenf- 
able  to  the  intereft  and  happinefs 
of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  con¬ 
nexion  between  them  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  by  mutual  confent  up¬ 
on  a  folid  and  permanent  footing.” 
The  fame  motions  were  alfo  made 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  fame  day, 
by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  who  point¬ 
ed  out  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of 
coming  to  fuch  refolutions,in  an  able 
fpeech.  The  motions  were  oppofed 
by  lord  Loughborough,  but  after 
fome  debate,  they  were  agreed  to  by 
She  houfe. 

An  aft  was  afterwards  paffed,  by 
which  the  aX  of  the  6th  of  Georg*e 
3.  for  feettring  the  dependency  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  was  repeal¬ 
ed  :  which  was,  in  faX,  a  renunci¬ 
ation,  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  of  any  right  to  legiflate 
for  Ireland.  The  perpetual  mutiny 
bill  was  alfo  repealed  in  Ireland, 
and  -.mother  paffed  of  a  temporary 
nature.  The  appellant  iurifdiXion 
of  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers,  in  Irifh 
caufes,  was  likewife  given  up.  Thefe 
meafufes,  however,  did  not  give 
univerfal  fatisfaXion  to  the'Irifti  na¬ 
tion  ;  though  their  parliament  ap¬ 
peared  fausfied,  and  voted  twenty 
thoufand  feamen  for  the  Britifh  na¬ 
vy  ;  and  alfo  declared,  in  addreffes 
to  his  majefy,  that  “They  could 
not  entertain  a  doubt,  but  that 
the  independence  of  the  legifta- 


ture  of  that  kingdom,  both  as  ta 
internal  and  external  objedts, 
would  be  inviolably  maintained.” 
But  it  was  contended  by  fome,  and 
particularly  by  Mr,  Henry  Flood, 
that  the  declaratory  law  of  the  6th 
of  George  I.  ought  not  merely  th 
have  been  repealed,  but  the  legal 
principle  of  right  fhould  alfo  have 
been  formally  renounced.  Mr* 
Flood  became  very  popular  in  Ire¬ 
land,  in  confequence  of  the  zeal 
and  eloquence  which  he  difplayed  in. 
fupport  of  this  opinion ;  and  Mr. 
Grattan's  popularity  was  fomewhat 
diminifhed,  becaufe  he  contended, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  ffatute  of  the 
6th  of  George  I.  with  its  concomi¬ 
tant  circum fiances,  amounted  to  a 
full  and  unequivocal  renunciation 
of  the  claims  of  the  British  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  that  nothing  farther  was 
neceffary  to  lecure  the  rights  of  Ire* 
land  from  future  violation. 

As  difeontents  had  lately  prevail¬ 
ed  thoughout  almoft  every  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions,  lb  it  alfo  ap¬ 
peared  about  this  time,  that  even 
Scotland  was  not  entirely  free  from 
fome  degree  of  national  diffat  is  fac¬ 
tion.  One  aX  was,  indeed,  paffed 
this  year,  which  gave  much  plea- 
fure  to  the  Highlanders':  this  was 
an  aX,  which  repealed  fo  much  of 
an  aX,  which  was  made  in  the  19th 
year  of  king  George  II.  as  reft  rain¬ 
ed  the  ufe  of  the  Highland  drefs. 
This  repeal  was  the  more  grateful 
to  them,  becaufe,  they  faid,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  country  rendered  the 
mode  of  their  ancient  drefs  the  moil 
convenient  and  ufeful  that  could  be 
adopted.  But  in  a  public  meeting 
ot  fome  of  the  natives  of  the  High¬ 
lands,  affembled  in  the  Gaelifh 
church  at  Edinburgh,  they  ftill  com¬ 
plained  of  the  cqth  aX  of  the  firfb 
fellion  of  the  fir  ft  parliament  of  king 
George  I,  which  di farmed  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Scotland,  redding  with- 
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in  certain  counties  and  limits  therein 
defcribed :  and  they  folicited  the 
marquis  of  Graham  to  adopt  the 
proper  meafures  for  procuring  its 
repeal.  The  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men  of  Edinburgh  alfo  aifembled 
together  in  that  city,  on  the  firft  of 
Auguft,  1782,  to  confider  of  a  plan 
for  a  conflitutional,  fafe,  and  ufeful 
defence  for  Scotland.  On  that  oc- 
cafiort,  the  earl  of  Glencairn  gave  a 
view  of  the  defencelefs  date  of  that 
country  ;  and  held  forth,  in  ftrong 
language,  the  right  they  had  to  an 
equal  and  conflitutional  defence  with 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  kingdom. 
He  laid,  that  the  laid  Scotch  militia 
bill  had  not  been  loft  fo  much  by 
the  averfion  of  the  Engli/h  members 
to  the  plan,  as  by  the  fupinenefs  of 
the  Scotch  members,  and  their  back- 
wardnefs  to  bring  forward  and  fup- 
port  the  meafure.  He  pictured  the 
English  militia  as  a  ftanding  army, 
and  oppreffivej  but  affirmed,  that 
a  Scotch  national  defence  might  be 
formed  without  thefe  difad  vantages. 
Fie  ftated  the  example  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  which,  by  a  conflitutional  and 
well  ordered  internal  defence,  had 
fupported  her  liberty,  and  had  been 
always  too  formidable  for  foreign 
invaiion.  Other  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  approved  of  a  national  de¬ 
fence  being  formed,  but  disapproved 
of  its  being  on  the  plan  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  militia,  which,  they  faid,  was  in 
fa£l,  not  a  militia,  but  a  ftanding 
army,  and  oppreffive  to  the  country, 
without  the  benefic  arifing  from  a 
ftanding  army.  A  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  farther,  profecu- 
tion  of  the  bufinefs,  but  the  opinions 
were  fo  various  upon  the  fubjedt, 
that  no  plan  was  propofed  that  met 
with  general  approbation. 
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The  ejection  of  one  of  the  ftxteen 
reprefentatives  of  the  Scottiffi  nbbi- 
lity,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Lou- 
don,  which  came  on  at  Holyrood- 
houle  on  the  4th  of  July,  17 82, 
likewife  occafioned  feme  noife  in 
Scotland.  The  candidates  were  the 
earls  of  Buchan  and  Lauderdale. 
The  latter  was  chofen  by  a  majority 
of  33  to  11.  It  was  affirmed  by 
lord  Buchan,  that  lord  Lauderdale 
was  fupported  by  mini  fieri  a  1  influ¬ 
ence,  and  that  the  latter  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  firft  lord 
of  the  treafury,  which  was  delivered 
by  a  king’s  meftenger,  and  in  which 
the  minifter  exprefled  his  delire  of 
promoting  lord  Lauderdale’s  intereft. 
That  nobleman  peremptorily  denied 
having  received  any  fuch  letter,  and 
no  evidence  of  the  fadt  was  pro¬ 
duced.  But  the  earl  of  Buchan  after¬ 
wards  addrefled  a  letter  to  the  peers 
of  Scotland,  in  which  he  faid,  that 
it  was  well  known,  whatever  the 
friends  of  the  miniftry,  or  the  ene-v 
mies  of  the  conftitution  might  pre¬ 
tend,  that  the  elections  of  the  peers 
of  Scotland  had  been  continually  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  fuccellive  minifter* 
of  ftate  ever  ftnee  the  Union,  and  in 
the  late  cafe  as  much  as  ever,  though 
not  fo  glaringly,  and  with  more  cau¬ 
tion.  He  alfo  declared,  that  he 
would  never  again  enter  the  walls  of 
Holyrood-houfe  as  a  peer  of  Scot¬ 
land,  or  accept  of  a  feat  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  on  what  he  did  not  reckon 
an  honourable  footing ;  and  that  he 
fhould  no  longer  come  among  the 
Scottifh  peers  as  eledlors,  or  confider 
himfelt  as  any  longer  connected  with 
them,  except  as  a  relation,  a  friend, 
and  a  fellow-citizen  of  a  country, 
which  poflefled  his  warmeft  affec¬ 
tions. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

$  chafes  in  the  TIoufe  of  Commons  on  Eaf  India  Affairs «  Sundry  Reft 
lutions  on  that  Subject  monied  for  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland \ 
and  General  Smithy  Chairmen  of  the  Secret  and  Select  Committees ,  agreed  tQ 
by  the  Houfe.  Votes  of  Cenfiire  againft  Warren  Haffings,  Efq.  Governor 
of  Bengal,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Calcutta.  An  Adi  faffed  to  refrain  Sir  Ihomas  Rumbold ,  and  other s9 
from  going  out  of  the  Kingdom ,  or  alienating  their  Effects.  A  Variety  of 
other  Reflations ,  relative  to  Eaf  India  Affairs,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe . 


TH  E  affairs  of  the  Eaff  India 
company,  and  the  condition 
of  their  poffbffions,  {till  continued 
to  be  a  frequent  fubjedt  ot  parlia¬ 
mentary  conlideration  and  difeufiion. 
On  the  9th  of  April,  a  motion  was 
made  by  the  lord-advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  “  That  the  feveral  reports 
which  had  been  made  from  the  fe- 
cret  committee,  appointed  in  the  laft 
and  prelent  feffion  ol  parliament,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaff  India 
company,  lliould  be  referred  to  the 
conlideration  of  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.”  But,  previoufly  to 
his  making  this  motion,  the  lord- 
advocate,'  who  was  chairman  of  the 
fee  ret  committee,  entered  into  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  caufe  and  prog-refs  of  the 
calamities,  which  attended  the  Bri- 
tiih  poffeffiqns  in  the  Eaff  Indies, 
and  into  a  view  of  the  p refen t  ftate 
of  affairs  in  that  country.  The 
tran  factions  there,  he  faid,  might 
he  the  better  underffood,  if  a  retro- 
fpedf  were  made  as  far  back  as  to 
the  year  1765,  a  period  which  was 
a  remarkable  epoch  in  the  annals  of 
our  Eatkwn  politics,  as  it  was  the 
year  when  lord  Clive  went  out  a 
fecond  rime  to  India.  When  that  no¬ 
bleman  arrived  in  that  year  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  he  foupd  chat  the  British  pof- 
feffions  in  the  north  of  that  country 
confuted,  riot  only  of  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa, 
btft  alfo  of  the  province  of  Suiah 


Dowlah,  the  nabob  of  Qude,  ac¬ 
quired  by  conqueft.  So  far,  howevers 
was  lord  Clive  from  being  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  was  good  policy  to  keep 
too  extenfiye  a  territory,  and  aim 
ffill  farther  to  increafe  it  by  military 
exploits  and  exertions,  that  he  put 
Sujah  Dowlah  again  in  poffeflion  of 
his  province,  confidering  our  re¬ 
maining  pofieffions  in  Hindoftan, 
with  thofe  upon  the  coaffs  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  and  Bombay,  as  fufficient 
for  all  the  purpofes  which  could 
contribute  to  the  real  benefit  of 
Great  Britain.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  this  covmtry,  if  that 
policy  had  been  adhered  to,  and  if 
we  had  continued  to  aft  defenfively 
only,  and  to  have  been  on  good 
terms  with  the  princes  ot  the  coun¬ 
try,  inffead  of  carrying  on  often  live, 
military  operations,  with  a  view  to 
conqueft.  There  were  four  princi¬ 
pal  powers  in  India  whofe  territories 
bordered  upon  ours  :  the  Maratta 
ftates,  the  dominions  of  Hyder  Ally, 
the  dominions  of  the  Niz-am  of  the 
Decan,  and  the  dominions  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar.  Befides  thefe,  there 
were  feveral  inferior  powers,  and 
particularly  the  nabob  of  Arcot* 
and  the  rajah  of  Tanjore.  As  to 
Hyder  Ally,  it  was  well  known,  that 
we  were  now  at  war  with  that  enter- 
prifing  and  formidable  prince.  The 
Nizam  of  thq  Decan,  inferior  in 
point  of  power  only  to  j^Iyder  Ally, 

though 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


though  not  an  open  enemy,  was  too 
lukewarm  an  ally  to  merit  our  con¬ 
fidence  ;  but  he  had  been  fhamefully 
and  unwifely  irritated,  by  a  crimi¬ 
nal  endeavour  to  withhold  from  him 
a  tribute  not  lefs  his  right,  than  any 
part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  was 
the  right  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  The  endeavour,  at  any  time, 
to  deprive  this  potentate  of  his  pro¬ 
perty,  mull  bring  indelible  difgrace 
upon  thofe  who  attempted  it ;  bur, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  folly  became 
united  with  the  crime.  For  this  un¬ 
juft  attempt  was  made  at  the  very 
period,  when  Hyder  Ally  had  en¬ 
tered  the  Carnatic,  and  when  it  mult 
have  behoved  us,  in  order  to  obtain 
his  fuccour,  to  cultivate  the  friend- 
fhip  and  the  attachment  of  the  Ni¬ 
zam.  But  fuch  had  been  our  con¬ 
duct  towards  this  prince,  that  he  had 
affirmed  the  Englifh  to  be  a  nation 
whom  no  promifes  could  bind,  nor 
.any  rules  of  juftice,  honour,  or  faith 
reftrain  ;  he  had  therefore  been  in¬ 
duced  to  invite  the  natives  to  atft 
againft  us ;  and  had  declared,  that 
no  Indian  was  fafe  while  the  Englifli 
had  an  inch  of  territory  in  the  Eaft. 
We  were  likewife  in  a  ftate  of  vio¬ 
lent  hoftility  againft  the  Marattas, 
and  had  but  little  reafon  to  expebt 
affiftanee  from  the  rajah  of  Berar. 
The  prelidency  of  Bombay  had  en¬ 
tered  into  a  negotiation  with  Rago- 
bn,  a  perfon  who  had  pretenftons  to 
be  a  ruler  of  the  Maratta  ftates, 
promiiing  to  feat  him  in  the  go- 
yernment,  if  he  would  give  up, 
when  fo  feated,  certain  territories  to 
the  company.  With  this  treaty 
they  entered  upon,  the  war;  and, 
foon  after  the  prelidency  of  Bengal 
formed  a  treaty  of  exadlly  the  fame 
kind  with  Moodagee  Boofia,  the 
rajah  of  Berar,  offering  to  feat  him 
in  thp  government  of  the  Marattas, 

:  if  he  would  cede  certain  diftricfts. 
i  This  doubly  dealing  was  difcovered, 


and  Moodagee  Boofia  refented  it  as 
infidious  and  unfaithful.  Such,  in¬ 
deed,  was  the  miferable  iffue  of  our 
guilty  condubf,  that  we  were  under 
the  neceffity  of  humbling  ourfelves 
before  thofe  powers  whom  we  had 
offended,  praying  them  to  interfere, 
and  negotiate  for  a  peace.  As  to 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  rajah 
of  Tanjore,  they  had  been  reduced 
by  our  conduff  to  the  utmoft  extre¬ 
mities  of  diftrefs,  and  had  it  not 
even  in  their  power  to  affift  us ;  fo 
that  without  being  able  to  receive 
fuccours  from  any  one  ferviceable 
ally,  we  were  engaged  in  war  againft 
feveral  of  the  moft  formidable  pow¬ 
ers. 

The  lord-advocate  then  proceeded 
to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the 
ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  company  in  the  different  preft- 
deneies.  He  began  with  an  account 
of  the  revenue  of  Bombay,  which, 
he  declared,  fell  ffiort  of  its  neceflary 
civil  and  military  invellments  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually, 
which  was  always  drawn  from  Ben¬ 
gal.  As  to  the  revenue  of  the  Ma¬ 
dras  prefideney,  it  appeared,  that, 
upon  an  average  of  twelve  years, 
from  the  year  17-67  to  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1779,  there  had  been  eight 
years  of  peace,  and  four  of  war ; 
and,  during  the  war,  the  revenue 
did  not  reach  to  the  amount  of  the 
civil  and  military  inveftments ; 
though,  in  time  of  peace,  there  was 
an  excels  qf  revenue  amounting  to 
nearly  one  half  as  much  as  the  ex- 
pence.  But  the  rnoft  lucrative  poff 
feffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies  were  thofe 
of  Bengal,  which  of  all  the  Britiffi 
poffieffions  in  India  was  the  moft  fer¬ 
tile  and  produblive,  Such,  how* 
ever,  had  been  the  expences  of  the 
Maratta  war,  that  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral  had  been  obliged  to  contract 
fo  large  a  debt,  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  invellments  for  Eng- 

K  4,  lapd 


BRITISH  AND 


land  muft  be  wholly  or  partially 
fufpended.  Mr.  Haftings  had  prov¬ 
ed  himfelf,  in  many  inftances,  a  very 
meritorious  fervant  of  the  company  ; 
but,  the  lord-advocate  faid,he  could 
not  help  wifhing,  that  every  fervant 
of  the  Rail  India  company  would 
confider,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  firft 
aim  of  his  life  to  prove  himfelf  a 
faithful  hevvard  to  the  company,  and 
that  he  had  no  right  whatever  to 
fancy  he  was  an  Alexander,  or  an 
Aurengzebe,  and  to  prefer  frantic 
military  exploits  to  the  improvement 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
Country, 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  the 
lord-advocate  threw  out  fume  hints, 
in  order  to  recommend  taking  from 
the  Eafl  India  company,  and  plac¬ 
ing  under  the  direction  of  the  crown, 
the  entire  management  of  our  terri¬ 
torial  poffefiions  in  the  Eaft.  But  this 
idea  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Fox,  as  inconfiftenr  with  a  juft  regard 
to  the  conftitittion  of  this  country.  A 
meafure  of  this  kind,  he  faid,  wonia 
afford  to  government  fuch  ample 
means  of  corruption,  and  of  undue 
influence,  as  might  in  the  end  over¬ 
throw  the  whole  confdtution,  and 
deprive  us  of  our  heft  and  deareft 
rights  ;  and,  on  this  account,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  prudent 
to  leave  the  appointment  of  its  own 
iervants  to  the  company  ;  but,  not- 
with  Handing,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  them,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
punifh  and  remove  thofe,  who,  from 
their  mifeondudt  in  their  govern¬ 
ment,  fhould  be  found  to  deferve  it. 
After  fome  farther  debate,  the  lord- 
advocate’s  motion  was  agreed  to  by 
the  ho ufe. 

The  followingday,  general  Smith, 
who  was  chairman  of  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  India  affairs,  moved,  that 
the  reports  of  that  committee  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Whelp  ho.pfe  ;  and  on  this  occafipp. 


he  obferved,  that  by  the  evidence 
produced  to  the  committee,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  there  had  been  a  variety 
of  great  abufes  in  India,  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  might  be  feen  by  a 
perufal  of  the  reports.  He  alfo  took 
notice,  that  fir  Elijah  Irnpey,  his 
majefty’s  chief  juftice  in  India,  had 
fo  far  derogated  from  the  character 
of  a  judge,  as  to  accept  a  place  from 
the  Eaft  India  company,  which 
made  him  under  their  controul,  and 
confequently  deprived  him  of  that 
independence,  which  ought  to  con* 
ffitute  the  charadfer  of  a  judge.  If 
in  England,  where  we  enjoyed  the 
bleffing  of  trials  by  jury,  and  the 
duty  of  a  judge  was  nothing  more 
than  to  explain  points  of  law,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  for  that  judge  to 
be  independent ;  how  much  more 
was  it  neceffary  for  a  judge  to  be 
independent,  who  had  the  foie  ma* 
nagement  of  all  affairs  of  law  and 
juffice  ?  The  fa dt,  indeed,  was,  that 
juftice  had  been  fo  partially  admini- 
ftered  in  India,  that  feveral  worthy 
and  refpedfable  perfons  had  been  im» 
prifoned  *  from  the  length  of  their 
confinement,  their  e Hates  had  been 
ruined  ;  and  fome  had  died  in  jail, 
not  being  able  to  extricate  them* 
felves.  but  parliament,  it  was  hop¬ 
ed,  was  competent  to  red  refs  thofe 
grievances,  ,and  to  punifh  the  of¬ 
fenders.  The  general’s  motion  was 
agreed  to,  after  a  fhart  debate. 

On  the  2  zd  of  the  fame  month, 
the  houfe  being  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  on  India  affairs, 
came  to  furtdry  relolutions,  fome  of 
which  particularly  related  to  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  company,  in  confe¬ 
ct  u  epee  of  motions  from  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland.  Two  days 
after,  the  houfe  refolved,  in  conie- 
quence  of  a  motion  of  general 
Smith,  “  That  Warren  Haftings, 
elq.  governor-general  of  Bengal,  and 
fir  Elijah  Irnpey,  knight,  chief  juf- 
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Sice  of  the  fupreme  court  of  Fort  fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bart.  and  ' 
William,  in  Bengal,  appeared  to  Peter  Perring,  efq.  from  going 
have  been  concerned,  the  one  in  out  of  the  kingdom  for  the  fpace 


giving,  the  other  in  receiving,  an 
office  not  agreeable  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  ot  the  a <t  of  the  1 3th 
year  of  his  prefent  majeity,  intitu¬ 
led,  44  An  act  tor  eitablifhing  certain 
regulations  for  the  better  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eafi  India 
company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Eu¬ 
rope;5’5  which  unjuflifiable  traniac- 
tion  between  them  was  attended  with 
circumfiances  oi  evil  tendency  and 
example.55  It  was  alio  refo’ived, 
that  the  powers  given  to  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  and  council  of  Bengal 
by  the  above  mentioned  a <t, 44  ought 
to  be  more  diftinctly  alcertained  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  re¬ 
duce  into  one  act  the  feverai  acts  of 
parliament  made  to  regulate  the  Eaft 
India  company  ;  and  farther  to  ex¬ 
plain  and  amend  the  fame,  and  alfo 
to  make  new  regulations  and  provi- 
fions  to  the  fame  end.’5  Votes  of 
cenfure  were  alfo  palled  againft  Lau¬ 
rence  Sullivan,  efq.  chairman  of  the 
Raft  India  company,  for  having  neg¬ 
lected  to  tranfmit  to  India  the  act 
for  explaining  and  amending  the  act 
for  the  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  and  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  certain  perfons  imprifoned  at 
Calcutta,  under  judgments  of  the 
fupreme  court ;  and  for  having  im- 
pol'ed  an  oath  of  fecrecy  upon  Mr. 
Wilks,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Eafl 
India  company,  efpecially  retrain¬ 
ing  him  from  giving  information  to 
a  felect  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
fommon$. 

A  few  days  after,  the  houfe  came 
»  z  to  fundry  refolutjons,  in 
-Pu  9*  confequence  of  motions 
made  by  the  lord-advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  tending  to  criminate  fir  Tho¬ 
mas  Rumbold  ;  and  a  bill  was  after¬ 
wards  brought  in  4 4  for  retraining 


of  one  year,  and,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament,  and 
for  difcovering  the  etate  and  ef¬ 
fects  of  fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bart, 
Peter  Perring,  and  John  Whitehill* 
efqrs.  and  for  preventing  the  trans¬ 
porting  or  alienating  of  the  fame.5* 
This  bill  pafied  through  both  houfes, 
and  received  the  royal  afient.  An 
addrefs  was  alfo  prefented  from  the 
houfe  to  the  king,  requeting  his 
majefty  to  recall  fir  Elijah  Impey 
from  India,  to  anfwer  for  his  con- 
dint.  And  a  bill  was  likewife 
brought  in  44  for  in  tiding  pains 
and  penalties  on  fir  Thomas  Rum¬ 
bold,  for  bigh  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanours.” 

On  the  28th  of  May,  the  houfe 
of  commons  came  to  a  variety  of 
other  resolutions,  relative  to  Eaft 
India  affairs,  in  confequence  of  mo-» 
tions  of  the  lord-advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  which  were  grounded  on 
reports  of  the  fecret  committee. 
Among  thefe  refoiutions  were  the 
following  :  44  That  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  which  have  con* 
veyed  to  their  fervants  abroad  a 
prohibitory  condemnation  of  all 
Ichemes  of  conqueft  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  dominion,  by  prelcribing 
certain  rules  and  boundaries  for  the 
operation  of  their  military  force* 
and  enjoining  a  firict  adherence  to 
a  fyftem  of  defence  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  treaty  of  Illahabad, 
were  founded  no  lefs  in  wifdom  and 
policy,  than  in  juftice  and  modera¬ 
tion. 55 

44  Thgt  every  tranfgreffion  of 
thofe  orders,  without  evident  necef- 
fity,  by  any  of  thb  feverai  Britifh 
governments  in  India,  has  been 
highly  reprehenfihle,  and  has  tended 
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So  a  chief  degree  to  weaken  the  force 
and  influence,  and  to  diminifh  the 
jrefources  -of  the  company  in  thole 
parts,' ” 

44  That  every  interference  as  a 
party  in  the  domeftic  or  national 
quarrels  of  the  country  powers,  and 
all  new  engagements  with  them  in 
often  five  alliance,  have  been  wifely 
and  providently  forbidden  by  the 
company  in  their  commands  to  their 
administrations  in  India.’*" 

46  That  every  unneceftary  or 
avoidable  deviation  from  thofe  well- 
advifed  rules  ihould  be  followed  with 
very  fevere  rep  re  hen  lion  and  pu  nifti- 
moot  for  it,  as  an  inftance  of  wilful 
difobedience  of  orders,  and  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  difturb  and  deftroy  that  irate 
iff tranquillity  and  peace  with  all  their 
neighbours,  the1  prefervation  of 
which  has  been  recommended  as  the 
fir  ft  principle  of  policy  to  the  Britifti 
governments  in  India.5’ 

44  That  the  maintenance  of  an 
inviolable  character  for  moderation, 
jrood  faith,  and  for  up  u  Ions  regard  to 
treaty,  ought  to  have  been  the  firm- 
pie  grounds  on  which  the  Britifh 
governments  ihould  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  eftablifh  an  influence  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  other  Europeans, 
over  the  minds  of  the  native  powers 
in  India  and  that  the  danger  and 
■dilcredit  ariling  from  the  forfeiture 
of  this  pre-eminence,  could  not  be 
compeniated  by  the  temporary  fuc- 
cels  of  any  plan  of  violence  or  in- 
juftice.”  " 

44  That  as  any  eftential  failure  in 
the  executive  conduct  of  the  fu- 
preme  council,  or  prefidencies,  would 
myke  them  juftly  liable  to  the  mo  ft 
ferious  animadversions  of  the  ir  fupe- 
riors ;  fo  Ihould  any  relaxation,  with¬ 
out  fufficient  caufe,  in  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  of  good  government,  on  the 
part  of  the  directors  themfelves, 
bring-  upon  them,  in  a  heavier  de¬ 
gree,  the  refemment  of  the  legifla- 
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tive  power  of  their  country,  whkk 
alone  can  interpofe  an  effectual  coc- 
redfion  to  the  general  mifrule.” 

“  That  the  oonduCt  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  their  fervants  in  India,  to 
the  king  and  Nudjiff  Cawn,  with 
refpect  to  the  tribute  payable  to  the 
one,  and  the  ffipend  to  th-e  other, 
and  with  refpect  to  the  transfer  of 
the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Illaha*- 
bad  to  the  vifier,  was  contrary  to 
policy  and  good  faith ;  and  that 
fuch  wife  and  practicable  meafures 
Ihould  be  adopted  in  future,  as  may 
tend  to  redeem  the  national  honour, 
and  recover  the  confidence  and  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  princes  of  India,” 

44  That  the  company’s  fervants* 
in  their  prefidency  of  Bombay,  were 
guilty  of  very  notorious  inftances  of 
difobedience  to  the  orders  of  their 
employers,  as  well  in  the  proceed- 
ings  againft  the  nabob  of  Broach,  as 
in  the  commencement  of  the  Marat- 
ta  war,  by  the  feizure  of  the  illands 
of  Salfette  and  Coraoja.” 

u  That  in  forming  an  offenlive 
alliance  with  Ragoha,  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Bombay  violated  the  orders 
of  the  company  againft:  any  connec¬ 
tions  of  that  nature,  and  againft  any 
interference  in  the  quarrels  of  the 
native  powers :  that  they  undertook, 
without  a  certainty  of  an  adequate 
revenue,  or  a  fufficient  military 
force,  and  without  proper  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  fuperior  govern¬ 
ment  upon  which  they  were  to  de¬ 
pend  for  fan  Clio  n  and  fupport,  to. 
place  that  chief  9W  the  Mufnud  at 
Poona,  and  thereby  to  involve  them- 
ielves  in  a  war  with  the  ruling  mini- 
fters  of  the  Mara tta  ftate  ;  wdiile  Ra«? 
gob  a  him  fed  was  pot  iti  the  mean, 
time  able  to  give  the  company  le- 
cure  pofteffion  of  any  of  the  grants 
he  had  made  to  them  for  the  pur^ 
chafe  of  their  affiftance.” 

44  ’I  hat  if  is  the  opinion  of  this 
hpufe,  That  the  motives^  its  well  as 
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fuccefs  of  the  Nizam’s  inftigations,  to 
form  and  animate  a  confederacy  of 
the  great  country  powers  againft  the 
Britifh  poffefiions  in  India,  and  the 
calamitous  events  which  enlued,  may 
be  properly  attributed  both  to  the 
unjuftifiable  proceedings  again  ft  the 
Maratta  government,  and  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Madras  prefidency,  in 
regard  to  the  Pelhcufh  and  Guntoor 
circar.” 

u  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  it  mu  ft  be  reckoned  a- 
anongft  the  additional  mifchiefs, 
which  have  arifen  chiefly  from  the 
improvident  war  with  the  Marattas 
to  the  company’s  affairs,  that  the 
military  force  of  the  Carnatic  had 
been  weakened  by  reinforcements 
fent  to  the  Malabar  coaft  ;  that  the 
Bengal  government  have  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  fupporting,  on  their 
confines,  the  army  of  a  power,  con¬ 
federated  (however  involuntarily)  a- 
gainft  them  ;  that  they  have  been 
obliged  to  Cue  for  the  mediation  of 
the  fame  power  (the  rajah  of  Berar), 
have  fubmitted  to  a  refufal,  and  pur- 
chafed  at  laft  an  uncertain,  becaufe 
apparently  an  unauthorized,  treaty, 
on  rnoft  extravagant  and  diffionour- 
able  conditions,  with  his  fan  rajah 
Chirnnagee  ;  and  finally,  that,  be¬ 
ing  burthened  with  the  expences  of 
a  variety  of  diftant  expeditions, 
while  their  allies  are  in  diftrefs,  and 
their  tributaries  under  oppreffion, 
there  is  alfp  gn  alarming  deficiency 
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in  their  own  refources  of  revenue 
and  commerce,  by  the  accumulation 
of  their  debt,  and  the  reduction  of 
their  inveftment.” 

44  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
honfe,  that  the  attempt  made  by  the 
government- general,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1781,  to  form  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  alliance,  offenfive  and 
defenfive,  with  the  Dutch  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  company,  by  the  means,  and 
upon  the  terms  ftated  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  their  council,  was  un¬ 
warranted,  impolitic,  extravagant, 
and  unjuft. ” 

In  fome  of  the  other  refolutions* 
which  the  houfe  came  to  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  conduct  of  the  directors 
of  the  Eaft  India  company,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  was  cenfured  as  indefen- 
fible,  as  well  as  that  of  their  fervants 
and  agents.  It  was  alfo  refolved, 
44  That  Warren  Haftings,  efq.  go¬ 
vernor-general  in  Bengal,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hornfby,  efcp  preiident  of  the 
council  at  Bombay,  having,  in  fun- 
dry  inftances,  aCted  in  a  manner  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  honour  and  policy 
of  this  nation,  and  thereby  brought 
great  calamities  on  India,  and  enor¬ 
mous  expences  on  the  Eaft  India 
company,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  faid  company,  to  pur- 
fue  all  legal  and  effectual  means  for 
the  removal  of  the  faid  governor- 
general  and  prefident  from  their  faid 
offices,  and  to  jecall  them  to  Great 
Britain,” 
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Meffage  from  the  King  to  both  Houfes ,  «/*//«*  to  the  Retrenchment  of  the 
Civil  Lift  Expenditure ,  W  the  EJiabliJhment  of  a  Syftemof  public 
O  Economy.  An  A  A  pajfed  for  excluding  Cuftom-houfe  and  Excife- officers 
from  voting  at  Elections  of  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  An  Adi 
pajfed  to  exclude  Contractors  from  being  Members  of  that  Houfe.  The  Or¬ 
ders  and  Reflations  of  the' Houfe  of  Commons ,  refpe  cling  the  Middlefex 
Election,  expunged  from  the  Journals  of  that  Houfe.  An  ACl  pajfed  for 
abolijbing  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Board  of  Works,  and  the  great  Ward¬ 
robe  ;  for  abelijhing  the  Offices  of  third  Secretary  of  State ,  Treafurer  of 
the  Chamber ,  Cofferer  of  the  Houfhold ,  the  Lords  of  Police  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  various  other  Offices  ;  and  for  making  provfton  for  the  Dif  • 


charge  of  the  Civil  Lift  Debt. 

IT  loom  appeared,  from  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  new  mini  (try,  that 
they  really  intended  to  make  fome 
retrenchment  in  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  to  reform  various  abufes, 
of  which  they  bad  complained  when 
out  of  office.  On  the  1 5  th  of  April, 
the  following  meffage  from  his  raa- 
jefty  was  prefen  ted  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  : 

«  GEORGE  R  . 

,  *4His  roajeby,  taking  into  con- 
deration  the  fupplies  which  have 
been  given  with  fo  much  liberality, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  uncommon 
firmnefs  and  fortitude  by  his  people, 
in  the  prefent  extenfive  war,  recom¬ 
mends  to  his  faithful  commons  the 
conlideration  of  an  effe&ual  plan  of 
ceconomy  through  ail  the  branches 
of  the  public  expenditure  ;  towards 
which  important  object  his  majefly 
has  taken  into  his  a6Iual  coniider- 
ation,  a  form  and  regulation  in  his 
civil  ebablifhment,  which  he  will 
fhortly  caufe  to  be  laid  before  this 
houfe,  defiring  their  abidance  towards 
carrying  the  fame  more  fully  into 
execution*  His  majefly  has  no  re¬ 
serves  with  his  people;  on  whole 
affections  he  refls  with  a  fure  re¬ 
liance,  as  the  bed  fupport  of  the 


true  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown 
and  government  ;  and  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  his  bed  refource  upon 
every  emergency,  fo  he  regards 
them  as  the  mod  folid  and  liable 
fecurity  for  an  honourable  provifion 
for  his  perfon  and  family. ?? 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr. 
Burke,  for  an  addrefsto  his  majefly, 
in  anfwer  to  the  royal  meffage ;  and 
on  this  occafion  that  gentleman  pro¬ 
nounced  a  very  high  panegyric  on 
the  royal  virtues.  He  alfo  obferved, 
that  the  dyle  of  his  majefty’s  mef¬ 
fage  was  the  true  dyle  in  which  a 
Britifh  king  ffiould  fpeak  to  a  Britifli 
people;  for  by  fuch  language  and 
conduct  it  was,  that  the  bleffings  of 
union  would  be  rebored  among  us, 
and  that  foreign  nations  would  ad¬ 
mire  and  envy  the  conditution  of  a 
nation,  where  the  interebs  of  the 
king  and  people  were  fo  happily  in¬ 
terwoven  ;  and  where  differing,  as 
well  as  enjoyment,  were  reciprocal. 
It  was  by  this  conduct  that  a  Britifh 
king  would  acquire  more  true  fplen- 
dor,  and  more  fubdantial  power, 
than  by  the  prefervation  of  places, 
which  added  to  the  dangerous  in¬ 
fluence,  but  not  to  the  folid  drength 
of  the  government.  Thofe  eftab*? 
lifhments  and  places ,  to  which  bis 

ntajeby 
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mjefty  evidently  pointed  in  his 
royal  meflage,  were  fubverfive  of 
ills  true  power  ;  for,  by  the  main- 
tenance  of  thefe,  the  aggrandize¬ 
ment  and  real  welfare  of  the  hate 
were  prevented* 

The  motion  for  an  add  refs  to  the 
king  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Powys, 
and  was  alfo  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox ; 
who  remarked,  that  his  majefly’s 
prefent  minifters  moll  anxioufly 
wifhed  for  the  countenance  and  fup- 
port  of  the  country  gentlemen,  but 
they  •delired  it  no  longer  than  while 
they  a  fled  in  ftriCt  conformity  toths 
principles  which  they  had  main¬ 
tained  when  out  of  place.  An  ad- 
drefs  was  then  agreed  to,  at  the 
clofe  of  which  it  was  laid,  that  64  a 
king  of  Great  Britain  cannot  have 
fo  perfect  or  fo  honourable  a  fe- 
cunty  for  every  thing  which  can 
make  a  king  truly  great  and  truly 
happy,  as  in  the  genuine  and  na¬ 
tural  fupport  of  an  uninfluenced 
and  independent  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.” 

A  royal  meflage  exaCtly  fimilar  was 
communicated  the  fame  day  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  by  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne  ;  and hislordihip obferved  upon 
the  occaiicn,  that,  in  the  generality 
of  cafes,  the  meflages  from  the  throne 
had  been  confldered  as  the  language  of 
the  minifter  ;  but,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  he  could  positively  affirm, 
that  the  meflage  now  delivered  to 
their  loidfliips  was  a  deviation  from 
the  common  practice,  and  compre¬ 
hended  the  voluntary  words  of  a 
confiderate  and  gracious  fovereign, 
proceeding  from  his  heart ;  and, 
therefore,  calling  for  the  grateful 
thanks  and  zealous  loyalty,  not  only 
of  the  parliament,  but  of  the  whole 
people.  It  was  the  fullefl  and  moft 
brilliant  evidence  of  the  true  dig¬ 
nity,  the  happily- directed  wifdom, 
and'  the  tender  feelings  of  a  benefi¬ 
cent  and  parental  prince-  The  pub- 
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lie  had  long  ardently  defired  the 
confummation  of  fuch  a  meafure  ; 
and,  doubtlefs,  it  would  meet  with, 
the  unanimous  applaufe  of  the  col¬ 
lective  body  of  the  nation.  The 
parliament  would  naturally  give  it 
their  warmeft  patronage ;  the  fob- 
jeCts  of  fo  liberal  a  monarch  would 
fervently  rejoice  over  the  royal  pro- 
mife  for  the  introduction  of  cecono- 
my ;  and  the  univerfal  gladnefs. 
Which  mull  arife  throughout  the 
kingdom,  would  grow  redoubled  at 
the  recollection,  that  the  fuccefs  of 
fuch  a  fyflem,  as  was  recommended 
in  the  meflage,  could  not  fail  to  add 
confiderably  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
exalted  perfonage  from  whom  it  had 
proceeded.  This  fyflem,  which 
certainly  embraced  a  variety  of  ob¬ 
jects,  might  feem,  upon  a  tranflent 
view,  almoft  inexplicably  compli¬ 
cated  ;  yet,  at  a  nearer  approach, 
and,  after  a  minute  and  full  invefli- 
gation,  all  impediments  whatfoever 
would  fink  be  tore  it.  The  leading 
point  was  an  oeconomical  reform,  of 
which,  the  favings  would  be  applied 
faithfully  to  tiie  ufes  of  the  flate  ; 
and  thus,  at  one  fortunate  and  pro¬ 
perly  directed  firoke,  every  refource 
of  influence,  derogatory  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  conftitution,  and  deflruc- 
tive  in  its  refult  to  this  country, 
would  be  totally  cut  up  by  the 
roots.  His  lordfhip  concluded  with 
moving  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma* 
jefty,  which  was  agreed  to  without 
any  debate. 

The  following  day  a  debate  took 
place  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on 
Mr.  Crewe’s  bill  for  excluding  cuf- 
tom-houfe  and  excife-officers  from 
voting  at  elections  of  members  oif 
the  houfe  of  commons.  It  was 
urged  by  Mr.  Crewe,  among  other 
reafons  in  fupport  of  his  bill,  that 
the  perfops  who  were  the  objeCts  of 
it  would  not  be  found  to  murmur 
a  gain  ft  any  of  its  principles.  There 

was, 
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tvas,  indeed,  much  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  revenue  officers,  far  from 
being  difpleafed,  would  flievv  them- 
felves  better  fatisfied  with  the  bill 
than  any  other  fet  of  people  what¬ 
ever.  In  fa6f,  they  were  kept  in  a 
great  degree  of  flavery  with  regard, 
to  the  excrcife  ttf  their  votes  at  elec¬ 
tions  for  reprefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment;  and  they  were  grievoully  op- 
prefied  if  they  ventured  to  difobey 
the  fniniflerial  mandates.  A  late 
inftance  of  this  had  occurred  In  the 
cafe  of  a  man,  who  had  grown  old 
in  the  faithful  fervices  of  the  re¬ 
venue  during  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
five  years,  but  who  was  turned  out 
of  his  employment,  only  becaufe  he 
had  not  voted  at  an  election  as  he 
had  been  directed  by  a  clerk  to  the 
commiffioners  of  excile.  But  the 
great  and  leading  objeCt  of  the  bill 
was  to  corredt  that  baneful  influ¬ 
ence,  fo  long  complained  of  at  elec¬ 
tions  for  members  parliament, 
and  which  it  behoved  the  houfe  par¬ 
ticularly  to  refrain. 

The  bill  was  f  rongly  opp'  hd  by 
lord  Nugent,  who  obferved,  that 
there  were  near  40,000  officers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  collection  ot  the  reve¬ 
nues  ;  and  he  urged  the  injuftice  of 
disfranchising  fo  great  a  number  of 
men,  againft  whom  no  charge  had 
been  proved.  The  bill  was  alfo  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Rofewarne,  Mr.  Per- 
cival,  Mr.  Penton,  and  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port  ;  but  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend,  Mr.  Frederick 
Montagu,  fir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke, 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  by  Mr.  alderman  Sawbridge.  It 
at  length  pa  fled  both  houfes,  and 
-received  the  royal  afent. 

The  bill  for  excluding contradfors 
from  being  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  did  not  meet  with  much 
oppofition  in  that  houfe,  excepting 
from  lord  Nugent  and  alderman 
Harley  ;  but  it  was  more  vigorously 
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oppofed  in  the  houfe  6f  peers,  a frf 
cfpecially  by  the  lord-chancellor, 
who  difcovered  a  great  animofity  a- 
gainft  all  plans  of  reformation  infc 
troduCed  or  countenanced  by  the  new 
minifry  ;  and  if  themrguments  ufed 
by  the  noble  lord,  on  this  occafon,- 
were  totally  defituteof  folidity,  they 
were  at  leaf  charaCterifed  by  much 
art  and  fubtilty.-  The  bill  was  alfa 
oppofed  by  lord  Mansfield,  and  by 
Dr.  PorteuS,  bifiop  of  Ghefer.  It 
was  obferved  by  that  right  reverend 
prelate,  that  he  had  difcovered  no 
proofs  whatever  of  corruption  in 
thofe  members  of  parliament  who 
were  contractors ;  and  he  urged  to 
the  houfe  the  neceliity  of  yielding 
to'  the  dictates  of  the  fpint  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  of  Chriftian  charity, 
which  nittft  recoil  from  the  idea  of 
eenfuring,  punifliing,  and  condemn¬ 
ing  men  upon  the  mere  ground  of 
probability.  -  The  bill,  however,  was 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
the  earl  of  Shelburne,  lord  Camden* 
and  others ;  and  having  palled  both 
houfes,  received  the  royal  afent; 

On  the  third  of  May,  after  fom® 
debate,  it  was  ordered  by  the  houfe' 
of  commons,  that  44  all  the  declar¬ 
ations,  orders,  and  resolutions  of  that 
houfe,  rcfpeCting  the  election  of 
John  Wilkes,  efq.  to  be  eieCted  a 
member  to  ferve  in  the  faid  parlia¬ 
ment,  Should  be  expunged  from  the 
journals  of  that  houfe*  as  being  fub- 
verfive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole 
body  of  electors  of  the  kingdom.’* 
Mr.  Wilkes  congratulated  his  con¬ 
stituents,-  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  on  the  occa- 
fon  ;  and  obferved,  in  a  public  let¬ 
ter  to  them,  that  44  an  upright  fe- 
nate  had  now  aflerted  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  an  injured  people .  againft 
the  encroachments  of  power,  and 
decided  in  favour  of  their  fair  an-d 
juft  claim  to  a  ffiare  in  the  legifla- 
ture,”  Thefc  la  ft  proceedings  of 
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flie  houfe  of  commons,  he  laid,  were 
««  the  only  atonement,  which  could 
be  made  under  a  good  government, 
for  a  violation  ol  their  franchifes, 
and  the  injuries  of  former  flagiti¬ 
ous  adminift  rations/* 

On  the  13th  of  June,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  Mr.  Burke,  tc  for  enabling  his 
rnajefty  to  difcharge  the  debt  com 
traded  upon  the  civil  lilt  revenues  ; 
and  for  preventing  the  fame  from 
being  in  a r rear  for  the  future,  by 
regulating  the  mode  of  payments 
out  of  the  faid  revenues,  and  by 
fuppreffing  or  regulating  certain  of¬ 
fices  therein  mentioned.55  This 
bill  Was  in  many  refpecffs  fimilarto 
thofe  which  Mr.  Burke  had  before 
brought  in,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  his  majefty’s  civil  eflablifliment, 
and  for  the  promotion  of  public 
©economy,  which  had  been  rejected 
In  two  preceding  feflions  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  in  feme  particulars  this 
bill  differed  from  the  former.  It 
was  propofed  by  this  new  bill,  that 
the  board  of  trade,  the  board  of 
works,  and  the  great  wardrobe, 
fhould  be  aboliihed  ;  together  with 
the  office  of  third  fecretary  of  date, 
and  alfo  the  offices  of  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  cofferer  of  the  houfe  - 
hold,  the  lords  of  police  of  Scot¬ 
land,  the  paymafler  of  the  penfions, 
the  mafter  of  the  harriers,  the.  maf- 
ter  of  the  flag-bounds,  and  Ax  clerks 
to  the  board  of  green  cloth.  Vari¬ 
ous  other  divings  were  to  be  made 
bythis  bill,  to  the  amount,  in  the 
whole,  of  about  72,368/.  per  annum. 

Unfortunately,  however,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  arrear  due»on  the 
civil  lifl  amounted  to  295,877/.  1  Sr. 
4 d.  and  for  the  payment  of  this  debt 
provifion  was  made  by  the  bill.  It 
was  the  more  mortifying  to  the  na¬ 
tion.  to  have  this  royal  debt  to  pay, 
as  fo  liberal  and  ample  an  allowance 
had  been  before  made  for  the  fup- 
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port  of  his  majefly  ;  as  the  kuig’4 
debts  had  been  before  repeatedly  li¬ 
quidated  by  grants  from  parliament ; 
and  as  there  was  no  appearance  of 
any  fplendor  in  the  royal  houie- 
hold,  adequate  to  fucff  enormous 
expences,  or  any  evidence  that  th^ 
great  Turns  raifed  from  the  people, 
and  granted  to  the  crown,  had  bees 
employed  for  the  honour  of  the 
prince*  or  for  any  beneficial  purpofe 
whatever. 

Mr.  Burke’s  bill  palled  the  houfe 
of  commons,  without  much  oppo- 
fition  ;  but  was  very  flrongly  op- 
poled  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  the 
chancellor  and' lord  Loughborough*, 
It  was-,  however,  zeaipufly  defended 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  and  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  ;  and,  having  pall¬ 
ed  both  houfes,  received  the  royal 
affient.  This  aft,  together  with 
thofe  which  had  been  palled  before* 

for  excluding  contractors  from  the 
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houfe  of  commons,  and  preventing 
cuflpm-|iou(e -officers  and  exclfemca 
from  voting  at  elections,  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  reduce,  in  a  very  confi- 
derable  degree,  the  undue  influence 
of  the  crown.  They  were  certainly 
very  important  a£ts ;  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  confonaat  to  the  principles 
avowed  by  the  new  miniflers  when 
out  of  office and  they  afforded  a 
ftrong  evidence  to  the  nation  of  the. 
lincerlty  of  their  profeffions,  and  the 
upilghtnefs  of  their  views. 

As  the  chancellor  continued  very 
influflrioully  to  oppofe  any  bills  of 
confiitutional  reformation,  that  were 
introduced  into  the  houfe  of  peers, 
his  conduft  natural \y  became  an 
occnfional  fubjeCt  of  animadverfion  ; 
and  he  met  with  feme  attacks  from 
thofe  peers,  who  wrere  defirous  of 
availing  themfelves  of  the  prefect 
favourable,  but  very  unufual  dif- 
pofition  in  the  government,  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  general  wifhes  of  the 
people,  aud  to  eflablifh  fuch  laws  as 
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Should  give  additional  fecurity  to 
their  rights,  and  render  the  parlia¬ 
ment  more  independent,  and  lefs  li¬ 
able  to  any  undue  influence  of  the 
crown.  A  bill  having  palled  the 
commons,  for  disfranchifmg. certain 
voters  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade, 
in  confequence  of  a  great  number  of 
fhamelefs  inftances  ot  bribery,  which 
had  lately  appeared  at  that  place, 
the  bill  was  very  Hrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  by  the  chancellor,  and  every 
poflible  difficulty,  refpe&ing  form 
and  order,  thrown  in  its  way,  with 
a  view  of  retarding  its  progrefs : 
which  occafioned  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  to  charge  the  chancellor  with 
indifcriminately  oppofmg  every  mea- 
fure  of  regulation,  or  improvement, 
which  was  laid  before  the  houfe. 
But  the  chancellor,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates  on  the  fame  bill,  re¬ 
ceived  a  hill  more  fevere  rebuke 
from  lord  Fortefcue.  That  noble¬ 
man,  finding  that  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  endeavours  to  eflablifli  the 
neceflary  fads  refpeding  corruption 
having  been  pra&ifed  in  the  borough 
of  Cricklade,  were  in  part  fruftrated 
by  the  interferences,  and  legal 
doubts,  and  difficulties,  and  diftme- 
tions,  of  the  chancellor,  and  lord 
Loughborough,  rofe  up,  and  made 
fome  very  pointed  and  farcaftic  re¬ 
marks.  He  faid,  that  what  he  had 
long  dreaded  was  now  adually  come 
to  pafs  ;  namely,  that  the  dignity 
of  that  houfe  would  be  lowered  and 
tarnilhed  by  the  profufion  of  lawyers 
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which  time  might  oecafioii&lly  iff* 
troduce  into  its  It  was  no  longer  a 
houfe  of  lords,  or  peers  •  it  was 
converted  into  a  mere  court  of  law* 
where  all  the  folid  and  honourable 
principles  of  truth  and  juftice  were 
fhamefully  facrificed  to  the  low  pet- 
tyfogging  chicanery  and  quibbles 
ufed  in  Weflminfler-hall.  That  once 
venerable,  dignified,  and  augufl  af- 
fembly,  now  refembled  more  a 
meeting  of  attornies  than  a  houfe 
of  parliament.  It  brought  Arongly 
to  his  recollection  a  Cornifli  court, 
where,  for  the  want  of  barriflers, 
attornies  are  permitted  to  aflame  that 
character.  With  refpe£t  to  the 
learned  lord  on  the  woolfack,  and 
who  had  now  for  fome  time  prefided 
in  that  houfe,  hefeemed  to  be  fraught 
with  nothing  but  contradictions,  and 
diftindtions,  and  law  fubtilties.  As 
to  himfelf,  lord  Fortefcue  faid,  he 
had  not  attended  a  minifter’s  levee, 
till  very  lately,  for  the  laffc  forty*, 
years ;  and  he  would  fupport  the 
prefent  mini  Ary  no  longer  than  he 
thought  they  deferved  it.  But  as 
they  came  into  office  upon  the  moA 
honourable  and  laudable  of  all  mo¬ 
tives,  the  approbation  of  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation,  it  therefore 
filled  his  breaA  with  indignation, 
when  he  beheld  fuch  men,  day  after 
day,  thwarted  and  oppofed  by  men, 
who,  he  would  again  repeat,  refem¬ 
bled  more  a  fet  of  Cornifli  attornies* 
than  members  of  that  houfe. 
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IS!  aval  and  Military  Tranfailions  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  The  I /land  of  Nevis 
taken  by  the  French .  Skirmifnes  between  the  EngliJJj  and  French  Fleets • 
St.  Chriftopher's  taken  by  the  French .  Signal  Ficlory  obtained  by  the  Britijh 
Fleet ,  under  Admiral  Rodney ,  over  the  French  Fleet ,  wider  the  Cotnmand  of 
the  Count  dc  Graft}.  Lofs  of  the  Royal  George }  and  other  Britijh  Shipsa 
I  he  Ifland  of  Minorca  taken  by  the  Spaniards.  Lofs  of  the  Bahama  Ijlands * 
Gallant  Defence  of  Gibraltar  by  General  Elliott .  Defer  udlion  of  ten  batter 
ing  Ships  o  f  the  Spaniards ,  by  Captain  Curtis .  Gibraltar  relieved  by  Lord 
Howe.  Fires  at  Conjlantinople . 


fT  will  be  proper  that  we  fhould 
now  turn  the  attention  of  the 
reader  to  fome  naval  and  military 
tranfactions,  which  took  place  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  17 82,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
ftiil  continued  to  be,  in  a  conflder- 
able  degree,  the  theatre  of  war.  On 
the  14th  of  January,  the  ifland  of 
St.  Nevis  furrendered  to  the  arms  of 
his  mg$  Chriftian  majefly.  The  moil 
liberal  terms  were  granted  to  the 
inhabitants,  by  the  marquis  de 
Bouille  and  the  count  de  Grade. 
The  merchants,  planters,  and  inha¬ 
bitants  in  general,  had  their  private 
property  {beared  to  them ;  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  council  fhould  con¬ 
tinue,  and  the  affembly  of  the  ifland 
be  chofen  as  uliial  ;  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  fhould  have  the  free  exercife 
of  their  religion  ;  and  that  all  officers 
of  the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of 
:  judicature  (liquid  retain  their  offices, 
and  jullice  be  adminiflered  in  the 
forms  already  eflablifhed  on  the 
illand,  particularly  in  that  of  trial 
(by  juries.  Eight  thouiand  French 
troops,  with  a  formidable  train  of 
artillery,  were  alfo  landed  about  the 
fame  time  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Ghrifto- 
I  pher.  Admiral  Hood  attempted  to 
f  relieve  the  ifland  with  twenty-two 
fail  of  the  line  ;  upon  which  he  was 
attacked  three  feveral  times  by  the 
count  de  Grade,  with  twenty-nine 
1782, 


fail  of  the  line,  whom  he  beat  off 
with  lofs  ;  but  of  the  Engiifh  about 
80  were  killed,  and  260  wounded. 
After  the  French  had  landed  at  St. 
Chriftopher’s  brigadier-general  Fra¬ 
zer,  who  commanded  on  the  ifland, 
drew  in  his  cut-polls,  in  confequence 
of  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  and 
took  poll  on  Brimftone-hill.  Sir 
Samuel  Flood  thereupon  fen't  an  of¬ 
ficer  to  general  Frazer,  with  offers 
of  affiflance  ;  and  the  officer  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  general  Preicott,  who 
had  embarked  with  the  28th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  two  companies  of  the 
13th,  from  Antigua,  at  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  re  quell.  On  their  landing 
on  the  ifland,  general  Frazer  fens 
tiie  following  meffage  to  general 
Prefcott  :  “  That  as  he  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  come  with  troops  to 
his  affiflance,  he  fhould  doubtlefs 
be  glad  of  the  honour  of  feeing 
him  ;  but  he  was  in  no  want  of 
him,  or  his  troops. ”  Admiral  Hood 
then  propofod  to  general  Prefcott, 
that  he  fhould  rake  a  poll  on  the 
ifland  in  the  vicinity  of  Baffeterre, 
and  offered  to  land  a  body  of  ,2400 
men.  General  Prefect  anfweyed9 
that  he  did  not  think  it  practicable 
to  maintain  a  pod,  but  wifhed  to  have 
fome  Antigua  troops  put  on  fhore, 
and  alio  the  69th  regiment.  They 
were  accordingly  landed  on  the  28th 
of  the  month  :  they  immediately  got 
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into  action,  and  drove  the  enemy 
with  confiderable  lofs.  General 
Prefcott  remained  on  ftiore  with  his 
troops  ail  night,  and  next  morning 
the  marquis  de  Bouille  appeared  at 
the  head  of  upwards  of  4000  _  men. 
But  the  French  commander  did  not 
think  proper  to  attack  general  Fref¬ 
cott  ;  and  it  being  judged,  that  no 
valuable  purpofe  could  be  anfvvered 
bv  the  continuance  of  the  Britifli 
troops  on  fliore,  they  were  reim- 
barked.  In  the  mean  time,  general 
Frazer  had  been  joined  by  major- 
general  Shirley,  with  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  the  illand  ;  and  the 
liege  continued  five  weeks.  Bnm- 
ftone-hill  was  very  firong  by  nature, 
but  the  fortifications  were  old,  and 
In  a  ruinous  ftate  ;  fo  that  notwith- 
llanding  the  high  tone  which  gene¬ 
ral  Frazer  had  at  firft  aflumed,  he 
was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  1 2th 
of  February.  The  gafrifon  were 
allowed  to  march  out  with  the  hon¬ 
ours  of  war  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland  were  lecured  in  the  pof- 
lellion  of  their  eftates  and  property, 
in  their  privileges  and  exemptions, 
and  in  the  exercife  of  their  religion. 
In  the  fame  month  Demerara  and 
Ifiequibo,  with  feveral  Englifh  vef- 
ieis,  were  alfo  taken  by  the  French. 

On  the  19th  of  the  lame  month, 
admiral  Rodney  arrived  in  the  Weil 
Indies,  and  took  the  command  of 
the  fieet  there  ;  where  a  formidable 
French  fleet  was  already  afiembled, 
with  a  great  number  of  troops,  an 
attempt  being  meditated  on  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica.  A  partial  addon 
between  the  two  fleets  took  place  on 
the  9th  of  April  following,  in  which 
the  Alfred,  a  feventy-four  gun  fliip, 
loft  her  commander,  captain  Bayne, 
the  Royal  Oak,  a  fliip  of  the  fame 
number  of  grins,  was  difabled,  and 
feveral  other  {hips  fullered  damage. 
Sixteen  of  the  Knghfli  {hips  were  fo 
becalmed,  that  they  could  take  no 


part  in  the  addon.  The  Barflem* 
a  fhip  of  ninety-eight  guns,  on  board 
of  which  was  fir  Samuel  Hood,  had 
at  one  time  feven  Ihips  firing  011 
her,  and  generally  three ;  by  which 
eight  men  were  killed,  and  twenty- 
two  wounded.  One  of  the  French 
ftfips  loft  her  tore-mad,  and  two 
others  received  fo  much  damage, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  bear  away 
to  Guadaloupe  to  refit.  But  on  the 
1 2th  of  the  fame  month  a  general 
addon  took  place,  and  admiral  Rod¬ 
ney  obtained  a  very  iignal  and  com¬ 
plete  viffory  over  the  French  fleet, 
which  was  commanded  by  the  count 
de  Grade.  The  Britifh  fleet  con¬ 
fided  of  thirty-feven  {hips  of  the 
line,  and  the  French  of  thirty-four. 
The  engagement  commenced  at  fe- 
veil  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
continued  with  unremitting  fury  till 
half  pad  fix  in  the  evening.  It  is 
faid,  that  no  other  fignal  was  made 
by  the  admiral,  but  the  general 
one  for  addon,  and  that  for  clofe 
fight.  Sir  George  Rodney  was  on 
board  the  Formidable,  a  fliip  of 
ninety  guns  ;  and  the  count  de 
Grade  was  on  board  the  Ville  tie  Pa¬ 
ns,  a  fliip  of  no  guns,  which  was 
a  prefent  to  the  French  king  from 
the  city  of  Paris.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  addon,  the  Formidable  fired 
nearly  eighty  broadfides  ;  and  for 
three  hours  the  admiral’s  {flip  was 
involved  in  fo  thick  a  cloud  of 
fmoke,  that  it  was  almod  invifible 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  red  of 
the  fieet.  The  van  diviiion  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  was  commanded  by  fir 
Samuel  Hood,  and  the  rear  divifion 
by  rear-admiral  Drake  ;  and  both 
thele  officers  greatly  didinguifhed 
themfelves  in  this  important  addon. 
But  the  deci five  turn  on  this  memor¬ 
able  day  was  given  by  a  bold  ma¬ 
noeuvre  of  the  Formidable,  which 
broke  the  French  line,  and  threw 
them  into  confufion.  The  firft 
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French  fhip  that  (truck  was  theCas- 
far,  a  fevehty-fovir  gun  (hip,  the 
captain  of  which  fought  nobly,  and 
fell  in  the  adtion.  It  is  faid,  that 
when  (he  (truck,  (lie  had  not  a  foot 
of  canvas  without  a  (hot-holfe.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  foon  after  (lie  was  taken 
pofleffion  of,  (Ire  took  fire  by  acci¬ 
dent,  and  blew  up,  when  about  two 
hundred  Frenchmen  periflied  in  her, 
together  with  an  Englifh  lieutenant, 
and  ten  Englifh  feamen.  But  le 
Glorieux  and  le  Hedfor,  both  ieven- 
ty-four  gun  drips,  were  alfo  taken 
by  the  Britifh  fleet ;  together  with 
FArdent,  of  fixty-four  guns  ;  and 
1  a  French  (even ty- four  gun  drip  was 
-  alfo  funk  in  the  engagement.  It  was 
;  a  very  ciofe  and  hard  fought  addon 
f  on  both  (ides,  but  the  French  fleet 
(  was  at  length  totally  defeated.  It 
[Was  aimed;  dark  when  the  Ville  de 
Paris  (truck,  on  board  which  the 
count  de  Grade  had  fought  very 
gallantly,  and  was  wounded  in  the 
iadHon.  Five  thoufand  flve  hundred 
[troops  were  on  board  the  French 
[fleet,  and  the  havock  among-  thefe 
was  very  great,  as  well  as  among  the 
.  French  feamen.  The  Englifh  had 
[.’230  killed,  and  759  wounded.  Cap¬ 
s' :ain  Blair,  who  commanded  the  An- 
:  on,  and  feveral  other  officers,  were 
:  tilled  in  the  adtion  ;  and  lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Manners,  who  commanded  the 
IRefolution,  died  of  his  wounds  on 
lis  return  home.  On  the  19th  of 
he  fame  month,  a  fqriadroh  which 
was  detached  from  the  main  fleet, 
under  the  command,  of  fir  Samuel 
a  food,  captured  the  Cato  and  the 
o’afen,  two  French  men  of  War,  of 
|  xty-four  guns  each,  and  alfo  1’Aim- 
ble,  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  the 
-eres  of  eighteen.  About  the  fame 
:  .me  alfo  the  fleet  under  admiral 
arrington  took  from  the  French, 

I  ff  Ufhant,  le  Pegafe,  of  feventy- 
)ur  guns,  FAdtionnaire,  of  fixt-y- 
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four,  and  teh  fail  of  veffels  under 
their  convoy. 

The  vidlory  obtained  by  admiral 
Rodney,  over  the  French  fleet,  was 
a  very  fortunate  circumftance  both 
for  his  interelf,  and  his  reputation. 
Before  this  event,  the  new  miniffry 
had  appointed  admiral  Pigot  to  l'u.- 
perfede  him  in  the  command  in  the 
Well  Indies ;  and  it  was  underltdod, 
that  they  meant  to  fet  on  foot  a 
rigid  inquiry  into  the  tranfadfions 
at  St.  EultatiUs.  But  the  fplendor 
Of  his  vidlory  put  an  end  to  all 
thoughts  of  that  kind  ;  he  received 
the  thanks  of  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  tor  his  IcrviCes  ;  arid  was  cre¬ 
ated  an  Englifh  peer,  by  the  title  of 
baron  Rodney,  of  Rodriey-Sfoke,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  was  alfo  created  baron  Hood, 
of  Catherington,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  ;  and  rear-admiral  Drake, 
and  captain  Affleck,  were  created 
baronets  of  Great  Britain.  Some 
attempts  were  alfo  made,  in  the  hoitfe 
of  commons,  to  procure  a  vote  of 
cenfure  again  11  the  new  miniflry,  fo 
having  recalled  lord  Rodney  ;  but 
the  motions  made  for  this  ptirpofe 
were  rejedled  by  the  majority. 

The  count  de  Grade,  after  his 
defeat,  was  received  on  board  the 
Barfleur  man  of  war,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  landed  on  the  bland  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  where  he  was  treated  with 
great  refpedt.  After  continuing  there 
feme  time,  he  was  conveyed  to  Eng¬ 
land,  arid  accommodated  with  a  luite 
of  apartments  at  the  Rov'al  Hotel,  in 
Pall-mall.  His  fword*  which  he 
had  delivered  up,  according  to  the 
ufual  cilfiom,  to  admiral  Rodney, 
was  returned  to  him  by  the  kimr. 
This  etiquette  enabled  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  court,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived,  by  their  majefiies  and  the 
royal  family,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to 
his  tank.  From  the  time  of  his  ar- 
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3'iVcil  in  London  to  bis  departure, 
which  was  on  the  12th  of  Aug u ft, 
1782,  he  was  viftted  by  many  per¬ 
sons  of  the  firft  rafnion  and  diftmc- 
tion,  and  was  much  employed  in 
paying  viftts  to  the  great  officeis 
of'ftate,  and  fotne  of  the  principal 
nobility  of  the  kingdom,  by  whom 
he  was  entertained  in  a  very  iumptu- 
ous  and  holpitabie  ftyle.  He  received, 
indeed,  every  mark  of  civility  which 
the  Britilh  nation  could  beftow,  and 
was  treated  with,  much  refpedt  even 
by  the  common  people,  from  the 
opinion  that  was  generally  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  valour  and  merit. 

The  vidtory  of  admiral  Rodney, 
though  it  entirely  truftrated  the  de~ 
figns  of  the  French  againft  Jamaica, 
and  was  in  itfelf  a  very  fplendid  ac¬ 
tion,  was  not,  however,  followed  by 
thofe  beneficial  confequences,  which 
by  many  were  expended.  None  of 
the  Eritifh  if  lands,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  French  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  were  afterwards  re-captured  ; 
though  it  was  hoped,  that  this  would 
have  been  the  refult  of  our  n  val  fu- 
periority  in  thofe  feas.  It  WTas  alfo  an 
unfortunate  circumftance,  that  fome 
of  thofe  {hips,  which  were  taken  by 
admiral  Rodnev,  were  afterwards  loft 
at  lea  ;  and  particularly  that  fine  fiiip 
the  Ville  de  Paris,  !e  Glorieux,  and 
le  Hedfor.  Another  Eritifh  man 
of  war,  the  Centaur,  of  feventy-four 
guns,  was  alfo  funk  in  lat.  48  deg. 
33  min.  and  long.  43  deg.  20  min. 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1782,  in 
coniequence  of  the  difabled  itate  to 
which  it  was  reduced  by  fome  very 
violent  ftorms.  Before  the  fhip  funk, 
the  officers  and  crew  had  fuftained 
great  hardfhips,  and  moft  of  them 
went  down  with  the  (hip  ;  but  the 
lives  of  captain  Inglefield,  the  com¬ 
mander,  and  ten  other  officers  and 
feamen,  were  prelerved  by  their  get¬ 
ting  on  board  a  pinnace.  But  even 


this  was  leaky,  and  when  they  went 
into  it,  they  were  nearly  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Weftern  ocean,  without 
compafs,  without  quadrant,  without 
fail,  without  great  coat  or  cloak,  all 
very  thinly  clothed,  in  a  gale  of 
wind,  and  with  fcarcely  any  pro- 
viiions.  After  undergoing  the  moft 
extreme  hardfhips  and  fatigues,  for 
fixteen  days,  they  at  length  reached 
the  ifland  of  Fayall,  one  of  the  A- 
zores.  They  were  fo  much  reduced, 
by  want  of  food,  and  mcefTant  la¬ 
bour,  that  after  they  had  landed, 
fome  of  the  ftouteft  men  belonging, 
to  the  Centaur  were  obliged  to  bej 
fupported  through  the  ftreets  of 
Fayali.  The  Jamaica  homeward 
bound  fleet  were  alfo  difperfed,  this 
year,  by  a  hurricane,  off  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  when  the  Ramil— 
lies,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  feveral  l 
merchantmen,  foundered. 

The  Britifh  navy  alfo  fuftained, 
about  this  time,  a  confiderable  lofs 
at  home,  by  the  Royal  George,  of 
ico  guns,  being  overfet  and  funk, 
at  Portl mouth.  This  melancholy, 
accident,  which  happened  on  the 
29th  of  Auguft,  was  occafioned  by 
a  partial  heel  being  given  to  the 
iliip,  with  a  view  to  cleanfe  and 
fweeten  her;  but  the  guns  on  one 
fide  being  removed  to  the  other,  or 
at  leaft  the  greater  part  of  them, 
and  her  lower  deck  ports  being  not 
laftied  in,  and  the  (hip  thwarting  on 
the  tide  with  a  fquatl  from  the  north- 
weft,  it  filled  with  water,  and  file 
funk  in  the  fpa£e  of  about  three  mi- 1 
nines.  Ad m Lrtl Ke m pen t c  1 1,  a  very  1 
brave  and  meritorious  officer,  other 
officers,  upwards  of  400  feamen,  and 
200  women,  befides  many  children, 
perifhed  in  her. 

Among  the  lofies  which  Great 
Britain  fuftained,  during  this  year, 
the  lofs  of  Minorca  muff  not  be 
forgotten.  That  ifland  was  furrefi- 
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dered,  to  the  king-  of  Spain,  on  the 
6th  of  February,  1782,  after  a  fiege 
of  17 1  days.  The  gar ri foil  of  fort 
St.  Philip  con  filled  of  2692  men  ; 
and  the  Span'fh  army,  which  was 
landed  on  the  iiland,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  duke  de  Crillon,  a- 
shounted  to.  16  00,  At  the  time  of 
the  furrender,  the  gneateffc  part  of 
the  gar  ri  foil  was  afhidfed  with  a  mod 
inveterate  icurvy,  and  there  were 
but  a  fmall  number  who  were  really 
fit  to  do  duty.  During  the  courfe 
of  the  fiege,  the  duke  de  Crillon 
attempted  to  bribe  general  Murray, 
the  governor,  in  hopes  to  prevail 
upon  him,  by  fuch  corrupt  means, 
to  deliver  up  the  fortrefs  :  but  to 
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the  private  proportion  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  the  general  returned  a  very 
fpirited  and  indignant  anfwer,  ex- 
prellive  of  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  infult 
that  was  offered  him.  The  duke  de 
CrillorPs  anfwer  to  the  firft  article 
of  capitulation  was  in  the  following 
terms  :  44  The  garrifon  fliall  be  pri- 
foners  of  war  ;  but,  in  confideration 
of  the  conftancy  and  valour  which 
general  Murray  and  his  men  have 
fhewn  in  their  brave  defence,  they 
fhall  be  permitted  to  go  out  with 
their  arms  fnouldered,  drums  beat¬ 
ing,  lighted  matches,  and  colours 
flying,  till  having  marched  through 
the  midft  of  the  army,  they  fhall  lay 
-down  their  arms  and  colours  ;  and, 
moreover,  being  delirous  of  giving 
a  proof  of  my  high  efieem  for  the 
general,  he  fliall  be  allowed  a  co¬ 
vered  boat.” 

After  the  return  of  general  Mur¬ 
ray  to  England,  a  charge  was  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  him,  confiding  of 
twenty-nine  articles,  by  fir  William 
Draper,  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Minorca.  A  court-mar¬ 
tial  was  thereupon  held,  who  at 
length  came  to  this  determination, 
that  44  upon  the  whole,  it  appeared 
tc>  the  court,  from  tire  evidence,  that 


lieutenant-general  Murray  did  con¬ 
duct  himfelf  with  great  zeal,  cou¬ 
rage,  and  firmnefs,  in  the  defence 
of  fort  St.  Philip  ;  that  the  place 
was  not  half  garrifoned  ;  had  not 
any  proipedf  of  relief ;  and  was  not 
given  up  till  it  was  become  from, 
the  enfeebled  irate  of  the  garrifon^ 
no  longer  tenable  ;  and  that  feverat 
of  the  articles  of  the  charoe,  which 
had  been  preferred  againft  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Murray,  were  frivo¬ 
lous  and  ill-founded.”  But  of  two 
of  rhe  articles  the  general  was  found 
guilty  :  the  firft  of  thefe  was,  that 
44  lieutenant-general  Murray  iffued 
an  order  on  the  1  5  th  day  of  October, 
1782,  tending-  to  dishonour  and  difi- 
grace  fir  William  Draper,  and  to 
prevent  him  from  doing  his  duty7  as 
lieutenant-governor.”  The  court 
declared  themfelves  to  be  of  opinion, 
44  That  firWilliam  Draper  was  found¬ 
ed  in  this  article  of  complaint,  as  it 
did  appear  to  them,  that  the  order 
to  which  this  complaint  referred, 
did  tend  to  difhonour  and  difgrace 
him.”  -The  fecond  article  was, 
44  Exacting  a  large  fum,  by  an  arbi¬ 
trary  impolition  on  all  auctions,  to 
the  great  lofs  of  the  parties  concern¬ 
ed  in  them  ;  and  notwith handing 
he  agreed  to  take  a  fixed  allowance 
from  government,  in  lieu  of  all  per¬ 
quisites.”  The  court  declared  them¬ 
felves  to  be  of  opinion,  44  That  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Murray  was  guilty  of 
that  article ;  and  they7  adjudged, 
that  he  fhould  be  reprimanded  in 
fuch  manner  as  his  majefty  fhould 
think  fit  to  diredf,  for  having  taken 
a  perquifite  improperly,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  apparent  intention  of 
government,  when  a  fixed  allowance 
was  made  for  fatistying  all  contin¬ 
gencies.”  The  court-martial  after¬ 
wards  acquainted  lieutenant-general 
Murray,  and  hr  William  Draper, 

44  That  the  king  had  declared  his 
royal  approbation  of  the  opinion  of 
I  3  the 
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the  court-martial,  upon  every  point ; 
but  that,  in  consideration  as  well 
of  the  zeal,  courage,  and  firmnefs, 
with  which  lieutenant-general  Mur¬ 
ray  appeared  'to  the  court  to  have 
con du died  himfelf,  in  the  defence  of 
fort  St.  Philip,  as  of  his  former  long 
and  approved  fervices,  his  majefty 
had  been  pleaded  to  difpenfe  with 
any  other  reprimand,  in  refpedt  of 
the  mifconduct  whereof  he  had  in 
two  inftances  been  found  guilty, 
than  that  which  the  fentence  of  the 
court-martial  in  it;elf  virtually  con¬ 
veyed  :  and  that  his  majefty  had,  at 
the  fame  time,  exprefled  much  con¬ 
cern,  that  an  officer  of  fir  William 
Draper’s  rank,  and  difiinguifhed 
cha rafter,  Should  Suffer  his  judgment 
to  be  fo  far  perverted,  by  any  fenle 
of  perfonal  grievance,  as  to  view  the 
general  conduct  of  his  Superior  of¬ 
ficer  in  an  unfavourable  light;  and, 
in  confequen.ee,  to  exhibit  Several 
charges,  which  the  court-martial, 
after  a  diligent  investigation,  had 
deemed  to  be  frivolous,  or  ill-found¬ 
ed.” 

In  May,  this  year,  the  Bahama 
iflands  were  invefted  by  don  Juan 
Manuel  ce  Cagigal,  governor  of  the 
Havannah,  with  three  frigates,  and 
Sixty  fail  of  tranfports,  on  board  of 
which  were  2300  troops.  As  thefe 
iflands  were  incapable  of  making  any 
material  defence,  they  were  furren- 
dered,  by  capitulation,  on  the  8th 
of  the  month. 

Ait  Gibraltar,  which  Bill  continued 
to  be  vigoroullv  be  Sieged,  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  British  arms  was  no¬ 
bly  fuftained  by  general  Elliott. 
Tftrit  gallant  governor,  agreeably  to 
his  general  cufrom  during  the  Siege, 
permitted  the  Spaniards,  without 
interruption,  to  bring  their  works 
nearly  to  perfection,  and  then  al¬ 
most  totally  demolished  them.  At 
Sc*,  en  o’clock  in  the  morning-,  of  the 
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tip  oi  September,  a  heavy,  fire  corn- 
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menced  from  the  English  batteries, 
with  carcafes,  hot  Shot,  ^and  Shells, 
upon  the  Spanish  advanced  works  and 
batteries.  The  firing  was  attended 
with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  by  ten 
o’clock  a  SpanjSh  battery,  called  the 
Mahon  'battery,  confifting  of  fix 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  one  adjoin- 
ing  of  two  guns,  were  fet  on  Sire  ; 
and,  by  five  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  were  entirely  confumed,  with 
gun-carriages,  platforms,  and  maga¬ 
zines,  bomb  proof.  Part  of  the 
communication  to  the  eaStern  paral¬ 
lel,  and  the  trenches  and  parapet  for 
mufquetry,  in  front  of  the  battery, 
were  alfo  destroyed.  A  thirteen  gun 
battery,  next  the  bay,  was  likewife 
fo  much  damaged,  being  on  fire  in 
Several  places,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  reduced  to  the  neceSfity  of  tak¬ 
ing  down  one  half  of  i.t.  Their  lofs 
was  very  considerable,  as  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  Stop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  laid  them  open  to  a  fevere 
and  well-direcfted  fire  from  the  gar* 
rifon.  The  next  morning,  by  day¬ 
break,  the  Spaniards  opened  a  new 
Sixty-four  gun  battery,  with  all  their 
mortars,  and  continued  to  fire  with¬ 
out  intermission  from  thence,  as  well 
as  from  their  lines ;  their  whole  ar¬ 
tillery  amounting  to  about  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  Sixty  mortars. 
But  notwithstanding-  this  apparently 
formidable  attack,  little  impreflion 
was  made  upon  the  British  works. 
Se  v  e  r  a  1 1  u  cce  Sfi  ve  ca  n  non  ad  es ,  tho  u  gh 
without  effebt,  were  alfo  made  upon 
the  Britifh  works,  by  a  fquadron, 
confifting  of  feven  fail  of  the  line 
Spanish,  and  two  French,  with  a 
large  frigate  and  xebeque.  Sixteen 
Spanish  gun-boats  likewife  came 
over  from  Algeziras,  formed  in  a 
line,  and  fired  upon  the  garrifon  ; 
but  the  English  batteries  obliged 
them  to  retire  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour. 

On  the  13th  of  ihe  fame  month,  q 

very 
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very  formidable  attack  was  made 
againft  Gibraltar,  with  ten  Spanifh 
battering  fhips,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Moreno.  Thefe  batter¬ 
ing  fliips  were  of  different  fizes,  from 
1400  to  600  tons  burthen.  Their 
guns,  which  in  all  amounted  to  212, 
were  brafs  twenty-fix  pounders,  and 
entirely  new.  The  proportion  of 
men,  on  board  tliefe  fliips,  was  thir- 
tv-fix  for  each  of  the  guns,  exclusive 
of  officers,  and  the  mariners  for 
working  the  fhips.  The  Spaniards 
had  alfo  coliedted,  from  different 
ports,  about  three  hundred  large 
boats,  to  be  employed  in  carrying 
their  troops,  or  any  other  fervices 
con  netted  with  their  operations  a- 
gainfi  the  fort  refs.  At  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Spanifh  admi¬ 
ral’s  fhip  was  placed  about  one  thou- 
fand  yards  from  the  king’s  baftion, 
and  commenced  his  fire.  The  others 
were  fnortly  afterwards  polled  to  the 
north  and  fouth,  at  fmall  diftances 
afunder,  and  began  their  cannonade. 
The  Englifh  batteries  opened  as  the 
enemy  came  before  them  ;  and  the 
fire  was  very  heavy  on  both  tides. 
Red  hot  fliot  were  fent  with  fuch 
precifion  from  the  garrifon,  that  in 
the  afternoon  the  fmqke  was  feen  to 
ifine  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
Spanifli  admiral,  and  from  another 
fhip  ;  and  men  were  feen  labouring 
to  extinguish  the  fire  by  the  ufe  of 
fire  engines.  Their  efforts,  how¬ 
ever,  were  ineffectual  ;  for  by  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  Spanifh 
admiral,  and  feveral  others,  were  in 
flames.  The  conlufion  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  was  now  fufficiently  manifeft ; 
and  the  numerous  rockets  thrown 
up,  from  each  of  their  fhips,  were 
a  demonffration  of.  the  greatnefs  of 
their  diffrefs.  Their  fignals  were 
immediately  anfwercd  from  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  fleet ;  and  attempts  were  made 
to  bring  away  the  men,  it  being  im- 
|K)ffible  to.  remove  the  fliips.  Twelve 
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Englifh  gun-boats,  each  carrying  a 
twenty-four  or  eighteen  pounder, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Ro¬ 
ger  Curtis,  then  advanced,  and  were 
fo  drawn  up  as  to  flank  the  line  of 
the  Spanifh  battering  fliips,  while 
they  were  alfo  extremely  annoyed 
by  an  exceilively  heavy  and  well  di¬ 
rected  fire  from  the  garrifon.  The 
fire  from  the  Englifh  gun-boats  was 
kept  up  with  fuch  vigor  and  effedt, 
that  the  Spanifli  boats  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  approach  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  abandoned  their  fliips,  and  the 
men  left  in  them,  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Englifh,  or  to  the  flames.  The 
feene  now  became  extremely-  dread¬ 
ful  :  great  numbers  of  men  were 
feen  a  mid  it  the  flames,  fome  upon 
pieces  of  wood  in  the  water,  others 
appearing  in  the  fhips  where  the 
fire  had  as  yet  made  but  little  pro- 
grefs,  all  expreffing  by  fpeech  and 
gefture  the  deepeft  diilrefs,  and  all 
imploring  affiftance.  The  whole 
formed  a  fpedfacle  of  horror  not 
eafily  to  be  deferibed.  The  Spaniards 
now  became  objedls  only  of  com- 
paifion,  and  every  exertion  was  ge~ 
neroufly  made  by  the  Englifh  to 
relieve  them  from  their  diffrefs. 
The  blowing  up  of  the  Spanifli 
fliips,  as  the  fire  got  to  the  maga¬ 
zines,  and  the  firing  of  fome  of  their 
cannon,  as  the  metal  became  heated 
by  the  flames,  rendered  this  a  very 
perilous  employment.  But  the  Bri- 
tifii  feamen  now  difeovered  as  much 
ardour,  in  employing  every  effort 
for  relieving  their  enemies  from 
their  prefent  fhocking  lituation,  as 
they  had  difplayed  an  hour  before 
in  labouring  to  conquer  them.  In 
conlequence  of  thefe  generous  exer¬ 
tions,  thirteen  Spanifh  officers  were 
laved,  and  344  men.  Their  lofs, 
however,  mull;  have  been  very  great ; 
many  were  killed  on  board  the  fhips, 
and  in  boats,  many  were  drowned, 
and  many  perifned  in  the  flames. 

I  4  Capui\\ 
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Captain  Curtis  difplayed  great  gal¬ 
lantry  on  this  memorable  day;  and 
the  whole  traniadlion  was  highly 
honourable  to  the  Englifh,  who  ex¬ 
hibited  at  the  fame  time  the  moil 
dauntlefs  intrepidity,  and  the  moil 
generous  humanity.  On  the  i ith 
of  OTober  following,  the  St.  Mi- 
chad,  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of  72 
guns,  was  driven  from  her  anchors 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  captured, 
under  the  walls  of  Gibraltar,  by  cap¬ 
tain  Curtis. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  vifeount 
Howe,  w ith  t h i rty- fo u  r  fh ips  o t  the 
line,  befides  frigates  and  miniports, 
fet  fail  from  Portfmouth,  in  order 
to  throw  fuccours  into  Gibraltar. 
He  arrived  off  cape  St.  Vincent  on 
the  ninth  of  October,  and  fooii  after 
learnt,  that  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain,  coniifling  of  fifty 
fail  of  three  and  two  decked  fhips, 
had  taken  a  flation,  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  in  Gibraltar  bay.  This  cir- 
cumlhnce,  however,  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  lord  Howe  from  affording  the 
moil  effectual  relief  to  the  garrifon. 
The  Britifh  fleet  entered  the  Straits 
oh  the  1  ith  of  the  month  ;  and  fume 
very  tempeftuous  wreather  enfued, 
which  greatly  damaged  the  com¬ 
bined  fleet,  but  did  not  do  much 
injury  to  the  fleet  of  lord  Howe. 

I  he  Triomphant,  a  Spanifh  Snip  of 
74^'uns,  run  a-ground  on  Europa 
Point  ;  by  the  generous  exertions 
of  general  Elliott,  the  crew  were 
laved  ;  after  which  he  took  out  the 
provifions  and  ammunition,  and  by 
firing  red  hot  balls  on  the  {hip,  funk 
her  to  the  bottom.  La  Majellueux, 
a  Frencn  man  of  war,  narrowly 
efcaped  the  fame  fate  ;  but  loll  her 
mainmafl,  and  was  towed  by  a  frigate 
into  Algeziras.  On  the  i8th°  of 
October,  lord  Plowe  fent  in  his  flore- 
flups  and  victuallers,  and  landed  a 
nn-ge  fupply  of  powder  for  the  gar- 
nfon,  and  a  reinforcement  of  about 

2 ■  1  1  ' 


H  AND 

1400  troops.  On  the  2cth  of  the 
month,  a  partial  adion  took  place, 
off  the  Strait’s  mouth,  between  the 
Britifh  fleet,  confiding  of  thirty-four 
fnips  of  the  line,  and  the  combined 
fleet,  which  now  confided  of  forty- 
five  fall  of  the  line.  On  board  the 
Britifh  fleet,  fixty-eight  men  were 
killed  in  the  adion,  and  208  wound¬ 
ed.  The  French  and  Spaniards 
fludiouily  avoided  a  clofe  engage¬ 
ment,  and  after  a  cannonade  of  five 
hours,  hauled  their  wind,  having 
the  weather-gage,  and  bore  away 
with  all  the  fail  they  could  crowd. 
Lord  Howe,  being  to  leeward,  had 
it  not  in  his  power  to  force  them  to 
an  adion  again  ;  and  having  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  great  objed  of  his  en¬ 
terprise,  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  re¬ 
turned  again  to  England,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  thanks  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament  for  his  Cervices. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  by 
different  conflagrations,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  iplendid  city 
of  Conflantinople  was  reduced  to 
allies.  On  the  9th  of  February,  fix 
hundred  houfes,  in  this  city,  were 
confumed,  and  about  fifty  perfons 
lofl  their  lives.  By  another  fire, 
which  happened  on  the  ipth  of 
j  une,  feven  thoufand  houfes  were 
deflroyed,  befides  mofques,  and  o- 
ther  public  buildings.  On  the  23d 
of  July,  another  fire  broke  out  in 
this  city,  in  a  quarter  called  Balat- 
ta,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Jews.  It 
raged  with  great  violence*  for  near 
fifteen  hours,  it  rpread  through  one 
of  the  mofl  crowded  parts  of  the 
city,  and  feveral  thoufand  houfes 
were  deflroyed.  Another  cooha- 
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gration,  one  of  the  greatefl  that  ever 
happened,  took  place  on  the  2 2d  of 
Augufl,  and  continued  during  fixty- 
two  hours,  without  intermilfion, 
with  fuch  fury,  that  one  of  the  larg- 
eft  palaces,  the  habitation  of  the  aga 
of  the  janizaries,  difappeared  in  lefs 
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than  ten  minutes.  The  flames  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  fea  to  fea,  and  burnt 
even  the  interior  of  the  Seven 
Towers,  at  the  oppofite  extremity  of 
the  city.  In  this  direction  the  fire 
raged  three  miles  In  length,  through 
the  rielieit  and  belt  inhabited  ftreets, 
on  the  front  i'ometimes  upward  of 
a  mile  broad,  and  i'ometimes  lei's, 
according  to  the  irregular  hilly  fitu- 
atlon  of  the  city.  In  i’ome  places  it 
extended  in  different  directions,  fo 
that  at  one  time  there  appeared  no 
lefs  than  eleven  dift'mdi  conflagra¬ 
tions,  moil  of  which  ceafed  only  at 
the  fea-fide,  after  confuming  the 
very  wharfs.  It  is  flip  poled,  that 
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by  tnefe  different  fires  at  leaf!  thirty 
thoufand  houl'es  were  confirmed,  be- 
fides  fifty  mofques,  and  other  public 
edifices.  Great  numbers  of  perfons 
periihed  in  the  flames,  and  many 
were  driven  by  them  into  the  fea, 
and  drowned.  It  was  imagined,  that 
fome  of  thefe  conflagrations  were 
occafioned  intentionally,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  very  general  dilcon- 
tent  which  prevailed  among  the  po¬ 
pulace  againit  the  government.  In 
order  to  pacify  them,  the  grand  vi¬ 
zir  was  depofed,  and  fent  into  exile, 
and  Jejen  Mehemmet  was  appointed 
his  fucceifor. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Meetings  in  different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ,  for  the  Purpofc  of  obtaining  a, 
more  equal  Reprefentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament .  Debate  in  the 
Houfe  o  f  Commons ,  on  a  Motion  of  Mr,  William  P itt,  that  a  Committee 
foould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Reprefentation  in  Par - 
Lament.  The  Motion  rejected  upon  a  Divifion .  Circular  Letters  fent  to 
the  Magijlrates  of  principal  Towns,  relative  to  railing  Corps  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Kingdom.  Reports  of  the  Commifioncrs  appointed  to  examine , 
take ,  and  fate  the  public  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom ,  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons .  A  Bill  prefented  by  the  Earl  of  Abingdon  to  the.  Houfe 
of  Peers ,  affecting  the  Right  of  the  B ritijh  Parliament  to  pafs  Laws  to 
regulate  and  controul  the  external  Commerce  or  foreign  Trade  of  Ireland, 
and  all  other  Parts  of  the  Britiff  Dominions .  The  Bill  rejected  by  the 
Houfe. 


OR  a  conflderable  time  paft, 
public  meetings  had  been  oc- 
cafionally  holden,  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  in  which  the  Hate  of 
parliamentary  reprefentation  was  a 
fubjedt  of  difeuffion,  in  which  its  in- 
adequatenefs  was  ftrongly  pointed 
out,  and  in  which  fpirited  resolutions 
were  entered  into  relative  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  more  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people.  Many  meetings  of 
this  kind  took  place  in  the  courfe 
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of  the  year  1782,  In  the  metropolis, 
and  in  different  counties,  cities,  and 
towns  of  the  kingdom.  On  the  iff 
of  February,  at  a  common-hall  of 
the  livery  of  the  city  of  London,  at: 
Guildhall,  it  was  refolved,  44  That 
the  unequal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  the  corrupt  flare  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  perverflon  thereof, 
from  its  original  inffitution,  had  been 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  unjuft 
war  with  America,  of  the  confe- 

quent 
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quent  difmemberment  of  the  Britilli 
empire,  and  of  every  grievance  of 
which  the  natien complained.  That 
thefe  grievances  could  never  be  re¬ 
moved,  until  the  right  of  the  people 
to  their  conflitutional  fhare  in  the 
JEnglifh  government  fhoukl  be  re- 
ellablilhed,  by  a  fair  and  equal  re- 
prefentation  in  parliament,  and  a 
frequent  eledtion  of  their  repre- 
ientatives,  according  to  ancient 
nl age.  That  a  committee  of  the 
livery  of  London  fhoukl  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
reiloration  of  thefe  rights  ;  and  that 
the  laid  committee  fhould  take  the 
moll  effedlual  methods  for  obtaining 
a  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
cledlion  of  the  reprefentatives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  ufage  ;  and  that, 
for  thefe  purpofes,  they  Ihouid  con¬ 
cur  and  correi'pond  with  other  com¬ 
mittees  throughout  the  kingdom.” 
Similar  refolutions  were  made  at 
other  meetings,  and  by  other  bodies ; 
and,  in  particular,  the  committee  of 
affectation  for  the  county  of  York 
exerted  themfelves  with  much  fpirit 
and  ability  in  the  management  of 
this  bulinefs,  and ,  publifhed  feveral 
addreiles  to  the  public  on  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl. 

Thefe  exertions  of  the  people  at 
length  caufed  the  matter  to  become 
in  fome  degree  an  object  of  difcuffion 
in  the  houfe  of  commons;  It  was 
introduced  into  that  affernbly  on  the 
7th  of  May  1782,  by  Mr.  William 
Pitt.  That  gentleman  then  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  reprefentation  of 
the  commons  in  parliament  was  a 
matter  lb  truly  interelling,  that  it 
had  at  all  times  exited  the  regard  of 
men  the  moil  enlightened  ;  and  the 
defeats,  which  they  had  found  in 
that  reprefentation,  had  given  them 
reafon  to  apprehend  the  moll  alarm¬ 
ing  confequenees  to  the  conllitution. 

1  hat  the  frame  of  our  conhitution 
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had  undergone  material  alterations', 
by  which  the  commons’  houfe  of 
parliament  had  received  an  improper 
and  dangerous  bias,  and  by  which, 
indeed,  it  had  fallen  fo  greatly  from 
that  direction  and  effedt  which  it 
tvas  intended,  and  ought  to  have  in 
the  conllitution,  he  believed  \t  would 
be  idle  for  him  to  attempt  to  prove. 
It  was  a  fadl  fo  plain  and  palpable, 
that  every  man’s  reafon,  if  non  his 
experience,  muft  point  it  out  to  him. 
He  had  only  to  examine  the  quality 
and  nature  of  that  branch  of  the 
conllitution,  as  originally  ekablifhed, 
and  to  compare  it  with  its  ’prelbnt 
flare  and  condition.  That  beautiful 
frame  of  government,  which  had 
made  us  the  envy  and  admiration  of 
mankind,  in  wrhich  the  people  were 
entitled  to  hold  lb  dillinguifhed  a 
fhare,  was  fo  far  dwindled  and  de¬ 
parted  from  its  original  purity,  that 
the  reprefentatives  ceafed,  in  a  gregfc 
degree,  to  be  connected  with  the 
people.  It  was  the  effence  of  the 
conllitution,  that  the  people  had  a 
fhare  in  the  government  by  the 
means  of  reprefentation  ;  and  its 
excellency  and  permanency  mult 
refult  from  this  reprefentation  being 
equal,  eafy,  pradticable,  and  com¬ 
plete.  When  it  ceafed  to  be  fo  ; 
when  the  reprefentative  ceafed  to 
have  connexion  with  the  conhituent, 
and  was  either  dependant  on  the 
crown,  or  the  ariftocracy  ;  there  was 
then  a  defedt  in  the  frame  of  repre- 
fentation,  and  it  was  not  innovation, 
but  recovery  of  conllitution,  to  re¬ 
pair  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  farther  obferved,  that  it 
was  not  now  his  intention  to  enter 
into  any  inquiry  refpebling  the  pro¬ 
per  mode  of  reform,  or  to  confider 
what  would  moil  completely  tally 
and  fquare  with  the  original  frame 
of  the  conllitution.  All  that  he  at 
prefent  intended  was,  to  move  for 
the  inftittuion  of  a  committee,  to  be 
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coir; po fed  of  fuch  men  as  the  houfe 
fhould,  in  their  wifdom,  felebt,  as 
the  rnoiL  proper  and  the  bed  quali¬ 
fied  for  invedigatiijg  this  fubjebl, 
and  making  a  report  to  the  houfe, 
of  the  bed  means  of  carrying  into 
execution  a  moderate  and  fuhdantial 
reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  But  though  he  would  pot 
preis  any  particular  propofition  upon, 
tfie  houfe,  he  dill  thought  it  his 
duty  to  date  fome  fabts  and  cjrcum- 
dances,  which,  in  his  opinion,  made 
this  ohjebt  of  reform  eflentiaily  ne- 
ceflary.  He  believed,  indeed,  that 
there  was  no  member  ot  that  houfe, 
who  would  not  acknowledge,  that 
the  reprefentation,  as  it  now  dood, 
was  incomplete.  It  \yas  perfebtly 
underdood,  that  there  were  fome 
boroughs  under  the  influence  of  the 
treafury,  and  others  totally  poflefled 
by  them.  It  was  inanifefl,  that  fuch 
boroughs  had  no  one  quality  of  re¬ 
prefentation  ip  them.  They  had  no 
fiiare  nor  concern  in  the  general  in- 
tereds  of  the  country  ;  and  they  had 
in  fact  no  dake  for  which  to  appoint 
their  guardians  in  the  popular  aflem- 
bly.  The  influence  of  the  treafury 
in  fome  boroughs  was  alfocontefted, 
not  by  the  electors  of  thole  bo¬ 
roughs,  but  by  fome  one  or  other 
powerful  man,  who  aflumed  or  pre¬ 
tended  to  an  hereditary  property  of 
what  ought  only  to  be  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  debtors.  The 
interefls  of  the  treafury  y/ere  con- 
fidered,  as  well  as  the  intereds  of 
the  great  man,  the  lord,  or  the  com¬ 
moner,  who  had  conoebtions  with 
the  borough  ;  but  the  intereds  of 
the  people,  the  rights  of  the  elec¬ 
tors,  were  the  only  things  that  never 
were  attended  to,  nor  taken  into  the 
account.  Would  any  man  fay,  tbatin 
this  cafe  there  was  the  mod  didant 
idea  or  principle  of  reprefentation  ? 
There  were  other  boroughs,  which 
had  flow  in  fabl  no  ablual  exigence, 
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but  in  the  return  of  members  to  the 
houfe.  They  had  no  exidence  in 
property,  in  population,  in  trade,  or 
in  weight  of  any  kind.  There  were 
hardly  any  men  in  fuch  boroughs 
who  had  a  right  to  vote  ;  and  they 
were  the  flaves  and  the  fubjebts  of 
perfons  who  claimed  the  property  of 
the  boroughs,  and  who  in  fabl  made 
the  returns.  This  alfo  was  no  re¬ 
prefentation,  nor  any  thing  like  it. 
Another  fet  of  boroughs,  and  towns, 
claimed  to  themfelves  the  right  ot 
bringing  their  votes  to  market.  They 
had  no  other  market,  no  other  pro¬ 
perty,  and*  no  other  dake  in  the 
country,  than  the  property  and  price 
which  they  procured  for  their  votes. 
Such  boroughs  were  the  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  of  all  others.  So  far  from 
confulting  the  intereds  of  their 
country,  in  the  choice  which  they 
made,  they  held  out  their  borough  to 
the  bed  purchafer  ;  and,  in  fabl, 
fome  of  them  belonged  more  to  the 
nabob  of  Arcot,  than  they  did  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain.  They  were 
towns  and  boroughs  more  within  the; 
jurifdibtion  of  the  Carnatic,  than  the 
limits  of  the  empire  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  it  was  a  fabl  pretty  well 
known,  and  generally  underdood, 
that  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  no  lefs 
than  feven  or  eight  members  in  that 
houfe.  Such  boroughs  were  mani- 

o 

fedly  fources  of  corruption  ;  they 
gave  rife  to  an  inundation  of  cor¬ 
rupt  wealth,  and  corrupt  members, 
by  which  no  intered  of  the  people 
ot  this  country  was  promoted ;  and 
fuch  boroughs4  ought  to  be  abo- 
lifhed. 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  remark,  that 
there  was  no  man  in  that  houfe  who 
had  more  reverence  for  the  condi- 
tution,  and  more  refpebl,  even  for 
its  vediges,  than  himfelf.  But  he 
was  afraid,  that  the  reverence,  and 
the  enthudafm,  which  Englifhme;i 
entertainec]  lor  the  cpiiditution, 
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would,  if  not  fuddenly  prevented, 
he  the  means  of  deftroying  it  ;  for 
fuch  was  their  enthufiafm,  that  they 
would  not  even  remove  its  defedts, 
for  fear  of  touching  its  beauty.  He 
admired  the  one  lb  much,  fo  gfeat 
was  his  reverence  for  the  beauties 
of  that  confiitution,  that  he  wifhed 
to  remove  thole  defeats,  as  he  clearly 
perceived,  that  they  were  detects 
which  altered  the  radical  principles 
of  the  confiitution  ;  and,  therefore, 
it  would  not  he  innovation,  but  re¬ 
covery  of  confiitution,  to  remove 
them.  That  a  reform  of  xk  2  prefent 
parliamentary  reprefentation  was  in- 
difpenfably  necefTary,  was  the  fen- 
liment  of  fome  of  the  fir  ft  and  great- 
eft  characters  in  the  kingdom  ;  and 
he  Ihould  alfo  take  the  liberty  to 
ebferve,  that  he  well  knew  it  to  be 
the  fentimenr  of  his  much  honoured 
father,  the  late  earl  of  Chatham. 
His  lordfhip  was  firmly  of  opinion, 
that  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation 
was  abfolutely  r.equifite  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  liberties  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  He  conluded  with 
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moving,  “  That  a  committee  Ihould 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  to  report  to  the  houfe 
their  obfervations  thereon.”  The 
motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  alder¬ 
man  Sawbridge. 

Sir  George  baville  zealoufly  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  and  declared  it 
to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  houfe 
might  as  well  call  itfelf  the  repre- 
fentative  of  France  as  of  the  people 
of  England  ;  for  the  meafures  of 
the  la  te  mini  dry  had  certainly  re¬ 
ceived  the  fan £1  ion  of  that  houfe, 
although  they  had  as  univerfally 
been  reprobated  by  the  country  at 
large.  He  had  a  large  tree,  he  laid, 
growing  fome  time  fince  on  his 
eftate,  which  bore  many  green  leaves 
on  the  trunk  of  it,  and  feemed  to 
be  in  a  flourilhing  ftate ;  but,  on 


looking  at  the  tree,  there  appeared  a 
hole  or  two,  which  he  looked  far¬ 
ther  into,  and,  on  a  ciofe  infpedion, 
he  found  the  tree  was  rotten  within ; 
the  inlide  was  mere  touchwood.  He 
had  the  rotten  part  dug  out,  and 
now  the  tree  formed  a  commodious 
place,  in  which  a  dozen  perfons 
might  dine  with  plea  lure.  Fie  com¬ 
pared  the  prefent  confiitution  to  this 
tree  ;  it  appeared  found,  but  on.  an 
infpedtion  it  would  be  found  like  the 
tree,  rotten  at  the  heart.  The  na¬ 
tion  was  certainly  in  a  very  bad 
ftate,  though  a  more  equal  parlia¬ 
mentary  reprefentation  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  remove  fome  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  evils. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  though  it 
might  be  admitted,  that  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  houfe  of  commons  the  people 
were  virtually  reprelented  ;  yet  a 
virtual  reprefentation  was  only  a 
mere  fuccedaneum  for  an  equal  re- 
prefentation.  That  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  not  to  be  collected  from 
the  votes  of  that  houfe,  was  plain  ; 
for  in  all  the  great  queftions  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country  it  had  appeared, 
that  the  county  members,  who  were 
moft  likely  to  be  independent,  had 
uniformly  voted,  in  a  proportion  of 
five-fix ths,  for  the  interefts  of  the 
community,  but  had  been  over¬ 
powered  by  the  members  for  the 
rotten  boroughs,  who  had  totally 
defeated  every  guod  end  that  could 
be  propofed. 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  remarked,  that  the 
duke  of  Richmond  had  la  ft  year  in¬ 
troduced  a  bill  into  the  other  houfe 
of  parliament  for  an  equal  repre¬ 
fentation  ;  he  could  not,  he  laid, 
lubfcribe  to  all  the  parts  of  that 
bill  ;  but  he  was  convinced,  that  the 
noble  peer  meant  it  for  the  public 
good  ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  him  as  the  moft  able  and  fit 
man  to  bring  about  a  reform  of  any 
of  which  this  country  could  boaft. 
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It  bad  been  laid,  that  to  add  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  counties  would  be  in- 
creaiing  the  ariftocratic  influence. 
He  acknowledged,  that  it  would, 
and  yet  he  confeffed  himfelf  to  be  a 
friend  to  that  meafure*  But  he 
would  with,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
under  flood,  notto  mean  the  influence 
©f  peers,  but  to  confider  the  monied 
intereft  as  the  aristocratic  part. 
Thofe  men  who  bad  flakes  to  lofe 
ought,  and,  he  trufled,  would  be 
the  mod  anxious  to  preferve  them. 
It  had  been  fuggefled,  that  the  army 
and  navy  ought  to  be  excluded  that 
houie ;  but  he  was  of  a  different 
opinion.  It  was  his  with,  in  order 
to  make  that  houie  perfect,  that  it 
fhould  contain  the  landed,  the  navy, 
the  army,  the  monied,  and  in  iliort 
every  intereft.  This  was  not  the 
cafe  .at  prefent.  The  county  of 
Middlefex,  in  particular,  was  fo  lit¬ 
tle  reprefented,  that  although  it  con¬ 
tained  one  eighth  part  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  electors  of  Great 
Britain,  although  it  paid  one  fixth 
part  of  the  land-tax,  and  a  full  third 
of  all  other  taxes,  yet  it  had  not 
more  than  a  fifty-ftfth  part  of  the 
reprefentation ,  Some  reform ,  '  ,.e re- 
fore,  was  indifpenfably  neeeiFary  ; 
and  he  fhould,  therefore,  vote  for  the 
prefent  motion. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by  fe- 
veral  other  gentlemen,  but  was  op¬ 
posed  by  the  lord -advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  who  declared  his  conviction 
that  it  could  be  productive  of  no 
good.  The  conflitution,  he  faid, 
had  exifted  for  ages  pure,  and  it 
was  not  now  a  proper  time  to  think 
of  altering  it.  Mr.  Powys  alfo  op- 
pofed  the  motion,  as  of  a  pernicious 
tendency.  The  conflitution,  he 
faid,  in  its  prefent  form,  had  flood 
the  teft  of  many  ages,  and  had  been 
the  envy  of  all  the  world.  But  he 
could  not  fee  any  good  purpofe  that 
could  be  anfwered  by  the  prefent 
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motion  ;  for  it  would  not  affift  go¬ 
vernment  in  a  {hip,  a  man,  or  a 
guinea,  towards  carrying  on  the 
war  with  vigour,  or  towards  eftab- 
liihing  that  much  wiflied-for  objeCt, 
peace.  The  motion  was  likewife 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Pitt ;  and  by  fome  gentlemen  the 
idea  of  equal  representation  was 
treated  as  extravagant,  impracticable, 
viflonary,  and  abfurd.  After  fome 
farther  debate,  the  motion  was  re¬ 
jected,  by  the  queftion  being  car¬ 
ried  for  the  order  of  the  day,  by  a 
majority  of  161  to  141. 

On  the  10th  of  the  fame  month, 
a  debate  took  place,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  relative  to  circular  letters 
which  were  written  by  the  earl  of 
Shelburne,  as  fecretaryof  flate,  ad- 
dreflc-d  to  the  lord-mayor  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  other  magiftrates  of  capital 
towns  in  England  and  Scotland,  con¬ 
taining  heads  and  recommendation 
of  a  plan  for  railing  corps  in  the 
principal  towns  of  Great  Britain*. 
It  was  thought  by  fome,  that  this 
was  a  dangerous  meafure,  as  it  was 
putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  of  which  they  might  make 
a  bad  ufe,  and  fuch  as  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Others,  however,  thought, 
at  leaft  without  doors,  that  by 
the  plan,  propofed  by  the  noble 
earl,  the  corps  to  be  railed  would 
have  been  too  much  under  the 
direction  of  the  crown,  and  not 
under  fuch  regulations  as  were 
neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  But  an 
aCt  was  afterwards  palled,  partly 
grounded  upon  this  plan,  entitled, 
44  An  aCt  for  the  encouragement 
and  difciplining  of  fuch  corps  or 
companies  of  men,  as  (hall  volun- 


*  See  Principal  Occurrences  in  tills  vo¬ 
lume,  p.  27,  28,  29.  and  Public  Papers , 
p.  163,  164, 
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tarily  enroll  themfelves  for  defence 
of  their  towns  or  coafts,  or  for 
the  general  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
during  the  prefent  war.” 

On  the  19th  of  June,  the  feventh 
report  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  from  the  commiffioners 
appointed  to  examine,  take,  and  date 
the  public  accounts  of  the  kingdom. 
I11  this  report,  and  in  thofe  wThich 
had  preceded  it,  the  commiffioners 
difplayed  great  abilities  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fubjedt.  They  had 
manifeflly  employed  coniiderable  in- 
duflty  in  the  difcharge  of  the  trud 
repofed  in  them  ;  and  their  reports 
were  drawn  up  with  much  perfpi- 
cuity  and  judgment,  and  were  re¬ 
plete  with  very  valuable  and  im¬ 
portant  information.  It  appeared 
from  thefe  reports,  that  large  fums 
of  the  public  money  had  been  left 
in  the  hands  of  pay-mabers,  and 
treafurers,  unaccounted  for,  fome- 
times  for  many  years,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  nation  ;  that  their 
accounts  were  in  fome  cafes  never 
brought  to  any  final  adjuftment  ; 
and  that  the  modes  of  fettling  the 
public  accounts  were  in  many  re- 
f  pedis  improper,  and  unneceflarily 
intricate  and  tedious.  It  alfo  ap¬ 
peared  from  thefe  reports,  that  the 
fees,  perquifltes,  and  profits  of  cer¬ 
tain  public  officers  were  exorbitant ; 
that  perfons  even  under  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  fecond  clerks,  and  who 
yet  never  attended  any  bufinefs 
whatever,  received  more  than  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  and 
that  others,  in  higher  offices,  who 
never  performed  the  lead  fervices  to 
the  public,  nor  even  aftedled  to  per¬ 
form  any,  had  incomes  to  a  much 
greater  amount.  It  likewife  ap¬ 
peared,  that  there  had  been  the 
mod  fharneful  and  profligate  wade  of 
the  public  money  in  North  America, 


under  the  pretence  of  the'  extraoffi 
binaries  of  the  army. 

A  vote  of  approbation  of  the  com 
dubt  of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts 
was  padPed  by  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  fome  other  votes  relative 
to  regulations,  which  the  houfe  de¬ 
clared  ought  to  be  adopted,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  reports  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners.  But  thefe  votes-  have 
not  yet  produced  much  efleCt,  nor 
has  any  adequate  remedy  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  thefe  abufes.  It  may  how¬ 
ever  be  hoped,  that  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  will  not  long  luffer  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  ufelefs  places,  with  enormous 
falaries,  to  which  no  duties  are  an¬ 
nexed  ;  and  that,  whoever  may  be 
their  minihers,  they  will,  with  their 
ancient  fpirit,  infift  on  an  abolition 
of  thefe  abufes,  before  they  quietly 
fubmit  to  the  impofition  of  new 
taxes,  and  new  burthens. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  a  bill  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  peers  by 
the  earl  of  Abingdon,  refpebfing  the 
relative  fituation  of  Ireland  and 
Great  Britain,  and  aderting  the 
right  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to 
pafs  laws  to  regulate  and  controul 
the  external  commerce  or  foreign 
trade  of  Ireland,  and  all  other  parts 
of  the  Britifh  dominions.  The  earl 
declared,  that  as  the  feffion  was  fa 
far  advanced,  he  did  not  mean  regu¬ 
larly  to  move  it  till  the  fubfequent 
feffion  ;  and  therefore  fliould  now 
only  move,  that  the  bill  fhould  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  infpeblion  of 
their  lordfhips.  But  the  bill  v/as 
thought  fo  impolitic  at  the  prefent- 
period,  that  nothing  was  laid  in 
favour  of  it  by  any  but  the  noble 
mover  ;  and  even  bis  motion  for  its 
being  laid  upon  the  table  was  re¬ 
jected  as  informal,  as  no  leave  had 
been  given  for  its  being  brought 
into  the  houfe. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham .  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  appointed 
firjl  Lord  of  the  Trcafury ,  Refignation  of  Mr .  Fox ,  Lord  John  Cavendijh , 
Mr,  Burke ,  rzvd  other  Gentlemen  in  Office,  Mr.  Fox  fates  in  the  Hou/e 
ef  C o?n77ion s  the  Reafons  for  his  Refignation.  Obfermations  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ,  Speech  from  the  Throne .  Pro¬ 


rogation  of  P arh ament. 

GREAT  expectations  had  been 
formed  of  the  national  bene¬ 
fits  which  might  refult  from  the  af- 
fociated  labours  of  fo  many  able 
men,  as  thofe  of  whom  the  new 
miniflry  was  compofed  ;  but  it  was 
early  forefeen,  that  their  {lability 
deoended  upon  their  union  ;  and 
fome  apprehenfions  were  formed  of 
differences  among  them,  on  account 
of  a  fuppofed  diverhty  of  fentiment 
qo  certain  points.  But  it  was  hoped, 
that  a  regard  to  their  common  in- 
tereii,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  which  could  not  be  effentially 
promoted  but  by  theit  unanimity, 
would  have  prevented  their  having 
any  fuch  open  oil  agreements,  as 
might  be  injurious  to  the  public 
fiervice.  But  an  event  which  un¬ 
fortunately  took  place,  on  the  iff 
of  July,  1782,  the  death  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  firfl  lord 
of  the  treafury,  by  occafioning  an 
open  difunion  in  the  cabinet,  in 
a  great  degree  leffened  the  hopes 
that  had  been  formed  of  impor¬ 
tant  national  benefits  from  the 
newmdminiilration.  The  rank,  for¬ 
tune,  and  great  perfonal  and  par¬ 
liamentary  influence  of  the  marquis, 
had  railed  him  to  the  high  flation 
in  wffiich  he  had  been  placed  ;  and 
the  mildnefs  and  moderation  of  his 
temper,  and  his  amiable  manners, 
had  greatly  contributed,  during  his 
life,  after  he  came  into  office,  to 
prevent  any  open  variance  in  the 


cabinet  ;  though  there  had  been 
fome  appearance  of  diffatisfadtion, 
and  difference  of  ooinion.  But  the 
death  of  the  marquis  afforded  am¬ 
ple  fcope  for  the  workings  of  ri- 
vaifliip  and  contention.  The  earl 
of  Shelburne  obtained  from  his  ma- 
jefty  the  office  of  firfl  lord  of  the 
treafury,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
marquis  ;  an  appointment  which 
gave  great  offence  to  fome  of  his 
colleagues,  and  more  particularly  to 
Mr.  Fox.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  wifh  of  that  gentleman, 
and  of  others  con  needed  with  him, 
that  the  duke  of  Portland  fhould 
have  been  appointed  firfl  lord  of  the 
treafury,  and  that  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne  and  himfelf  fhould  have  con¬ 
tinued  joint-fecretaries  of  date.  How¬ 
ever  this  might  be,  it  is  certain, 
that  the  elevation  of  the  earl  to  the 
treafury  gave  fo  much  offence,  that 
Mr.  Fox,  lord  John  Cavendifh,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  and 
two  or  three  more,  immediately  re- 
figned  their  places  ;  and  they  pro¬ 
bably  expedled  that  others  in  office 
would  have  refigned  with  them. 
But  fome  of  the  other  members  of 
the  cabinet,  though  little  attached 
to  lord  Shelburne,  yet  appeared  to 
confider  the  refignation  of  Mr,  Fox 
as  too  precipitate  an  aed,  and  there¬ 
fore  continued  to  retain  their  offices  ; 
and  thole  who  were  perfonally  con- 
needed  with  the  earl,  naturally,  and 
of  courfe,  continued  in  their  fiations. 

His 
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His  lordffiip  alfo  attached  to  his  in* 
tereft  Nl  r.  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  late 
earl  of  Chatham.  That  gentleman, 
tho*  at  a  very  early  time  of  life,  had 
already  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
in  parliament,  and  was  prevailed 
upon,  at  this  very  critical  period, 
to  accept  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  in  the  room  ot  lord 
John  Cavendifh. 

On  the  i  oth  of  j uly,  Mr.  Fox,  hav¬ 
ing  then  redgned  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate,  dated  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  fome  reafons  tor  bis  con- 
duff.  He  obferved,  that  he  con- 
lidered  his  relignation  as  a  neceffary 
liep,  when  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
cabinet,  which  was  divided  upon 
points  that  he  regarded  as  of  the  ut- 
mod  importance.  Without  trea¬ 
chery  to  his  country,  he  could  not 
remain  in  power,  when  fuch  opini¬ 
ons  were  held,  and  fuch  a  fydem 
was  to  be  begun,  as  appeared  to  him 
to  be  dangerous,  if  not  fatal.  Fie 
retired,  therefore,  to  prevent  dif- 
union,  to  prevent  that  didraddon  in 
the  public  councils,  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  fo  ruinous.  He  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  anfwer  to  his  coun¬ 
try  for  his  conduct,  in  having  with¬ 
drawn  himfelf  from  a  cabinet,  which 
had  been  formed  by  the  dr  winds  and 
opinion  of  the  country,  at  fo  critical 
and  alarming  a  period.  When  he 
went  into  that  cabinet,  he  conddered 
himfelf  as  pledged  to  his  country 
for  the  fydem  he  purfued.  He  was 
in  that  particular  situation,  which 
demanded  from  him  the  mod  ex¬ 
plicit,  fair,  and  diredt  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding.  It  was  his  difpofition  fo 
to  ad  ;  and  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty  to  his  king  and  country,  he 
was  mod  anxioufly  felicitous,  that 
the  principles  upon  which  the  mi- 
mdry  cattle  in,  fhould  be  mod  reli- 
giouily  and  implicitly  obferved. 
W  hat  then  was  to  be  done,  when, 
to  his  plain  and  evident  convidion , 
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thefe  principles  were  departed  from 
by  fome  of  thofe  mimbers  ?  It  was 
his  immediate  duty  to  retire  from 
a  iituation,  in  which  he  could  no 
longer  ad  with  honour  to  himfelf, 
as  he  could  no  longer  ad  with  fer- 
vice  to  his  country.  Who..;  he  faw,  - 
that  there  was-  no  profped  of  thofe 
principles  being  any  longer  purfued, 
upon  which  the  admiruftration  bad 
been  framed  ;  when  he  was  farther 
confirmed  in  his  opinion,  by  feeing 
that  his  immediate  friends  were  e~ 
qually  alarmed,  and  faw  with  the 
fame  eyes  that  he  did  ;  he  then  felt* 
it  to  be  hisdmmediate  duty  to  retire 
from  his  pod,  and  indantly  to  come 
forward,  and  declare  the  lufpicions 
which  he  entertained,  and  to  warn 
that  houfe  againtt  the  fydem  which, 
was  fo  be  revived.  Fie  felt  it  to  be 
his  peculiar  duty  to  obferve  the 
con'd ud  of  the  men,  who  were  ap- 
pointed  to  fill  the  offices  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  for  having  to  anfwer  to  that 
houfe  for  the  exact  fydem  which 
they  had  pointed  out,  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  minidry,  ot  which  he 
made  one  ;  and  having  declared, 
that  he  fhould  certainly  depart  from 
that  cabinet,  whenever  that  cabinet 
fhould  depart  from  the  fydem,  he 
did  now  think  it  his  duty  to  come 
forward,  and  to  declare,  that  he  had 
left  his  Iituation,  and  had  refigned, 
becaufe  he  believed  that  the  day  was 
come,  when  the  fydem  was  to  be 
abandoned,  when  new  opinions  and 
a  new  fydem  were  to  be  formed,  or 
rather  when  an  old  one  was  to  be 
revived.  Fie  could  nor,  for  obvi¬ 
ous  reafons,  enter  into  a  detail  of 
the  matters  which  had  given  rife  to 
this  difference  between  himfelf  and 
others  who  had  retired,  and  thofe 
who  remained  in  the  councils  of  the 
king.  Fie  could  only  fay,  that 
there  were  feveral  points  on. which 
they  had  mod  materially  differed  ; 
and  he  fliould  have  conddered  him¬ 
felf 
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felf  as  guilty  of  the  moft  direct  trea¬ 
chery  to  his  country,  if  he  had,  af¬ 
ter  this  difference,  continued  any 
longer  to  hold  out  his  name  and 
lupport  to  an  adminiftration,  which 
was  not  purluing  the  line  chalked  out 
for  them  by  that  houfe,  and  by  the 
people  o t  England.  His  lunation 
was  fo  peculiar  in  that  houfe,  that 
he  fnould  have  been  particularly 
unpardonable,  if  he  had  been  mean 
enough  to  lubmit  to  continue  in  a 
fftuation,  which  he  could  not  hold 
for  the  fervice  of  his  country.  For 
it  was  to  him  in  particular  that  that 
houle  would  look,  as  from  his  litua- 
tion  he  had  to  come  down  with  the 
meafures  of  the  cabinet;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  he  felt  it  to  be  indifpenfably 
neceffary  that  he  jdiould  come  for¬ 
ward,  and  ring  the  alarum  bell,  and 
i  :ell  this  country,  that  the  principle 
Jn  which  they  had,  with  due  deli¬ 
beration,  formed  this  adminiftration, 
yas  abandoned,  and  that  the  old 
yftein  was  to  be  revived,  moft  pro¬ 
bably  with  the  old  men,  or  indeed 
with  any  men  that  could  be  found. 
\s  to  himfelf,  he  had  certainly 
lot  quitted  the  ftation  which  he  had 
lately  held  without  reluctance.  He 
f  vas  not  infenfible  to  thole  diftinc- 
ions  which  it  gave  him.  He  was 
neither  incapable  of  vanity,  nor  of 
mbition.  He  had  the  vanity  to  be 
’leafed  with  the  applaufe  of  the  good 
nd  virtuous,  and  he  had  the  am- 
'ition  to  be  ferviceable  to  his  coun- 
ry.  But  there  were  confiderations 
uperior  both  to  his  vanity  and  his 
mbition,  the  confiderations  of  duty 
nd  of  confidence.  A  fenfe  of  the 
uty  which  he  owed  to  that  houfe, 
nd  to  his  country,  had  induced  him 
)  warn  them  of  the  danger  which 
e  law  approaching  ;  and  he  had 
ie  confolation  of  refleding,  that  if 
is  country  was  to  be  ruined  by  a 
•  mcwal  of  that  fyftem,  which  it 
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had  been  the  labour  of  years  to  de« 
molifh,  it  was  not  owing  to  him. 
It  was  from  fuch  confiderations  as 
thefe,  that  though  in  circumftances, 
in  point  of  fortune,  by  no  means 
enviable,  he  had  relinquilhed  the 
pomp,  the  profits,  and  the  patron¬ 
age  of  office.  But  thefe  were  not 
the  deareit  of  the  facnfices  which 
he  had  made  :  he  had  alfo  the  mif- 
fortune  to  lofe,  for  a  time,  the 
friends  that  were  deareft  to  him  upon 
earth  ;  the  men  whom  of  all  others 
he  moft  loved  and  revered,  becaufe 
they  were  the  men  whom,  of  all 
others,  he  conceived  to  have  the 
pureft  hearts,  and  the  moft  upright 
intentions.  But  they  were  loft,  he 
faid,  only  for  a  time  ;  becaufe  he 
was  convinced,  that  the  profeftions 
which  had  been  made  to  them,  and 
thedelufions  which  had  been  held 
out,  though  they  had  impofedupoji 
them  now,  could  not  long  deceive 
them.  Their  fagacity  would  at  laffe 
penetrate  through  the  difguife,  and 
the  arts  of  thofe  by  whom  this 
country  was  now  to  be  governed  1 
and  they  would  come  over  to  his 
opinion,  though,  perhaps,  not  till 
they  had  given  a  fan 61  ion  by  their 
names  to  an  adminiftration,  that 
would  more  fatally  undo  the  coun* 
try,  than  any  that  ever  was  formed, 
or  fuffered  to  exift  in  Great  Britain, 
d  here  were  men,  who  thought  no- 
thing  of  promifes  which  they  had 
made  ;  of  engagements  into  which 
they  had  entered  ;  of  the  principles 
which  they  had  maintained  ;  or  of 
the  fyftem  on  which  they  had  fet 
out.  They  were  men,  whom  neither 
promiles  could  b.-nd,  nor  principles 
of  honour  fecure  :  they  would  aban¬ 
don  fifty  principles  for  the  fake  of 
power,  and  forget  fifty  promifes, 
when  they  were  no  longer  neceliary 
to  their  ends.  He  had  no  doubt, 
but  that  to  fecuHe  them  Pelves  in  the 
power  which  they  had  by  the  la- 
K  hour 
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bour  of  others  obtained,  they  would 
now  drive  to  ftrengthen  themfelves 
by  any  means  which  corruption 
could  procure;  and  he  expeeded  to 
fee  that,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  they 
would  be  joined  by  thole  men, 
whom  that  houfe  had  precipitated 
from  their  feats.  He  had,  however, 
this  confidence,  that  though  this 
new  fydem  might  go  on  for  days, 
weeks,  months,  or  for  years,  it 
mud,  like  the  lad,  crumble  into 
atoms,  as  all  adminidrations  and 
fydems  mud  do,  which  were  not 
founded  in  public  virtue  and  in  hon¬ 
our. 

General  Conway  lamented,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  had  jud  addreffed  the  houfe, 
and  others,  who  on  the  late  mod 
important  change  had  taken  an  adtive 
and  refponfible  (hare  in  the  adini- 
nidration  of  this  country,  fhould 
now  have  withdrawn  themfelves 
from  it,  and  at  fueh  a  moment  have 
fo  confiderably  weakened  that  go¬ 
vernment,  which  was  fo  drongly 
and  fo  powerfully  fupported  by  the 
people.  He  had  not  himfelf  de¬ 
parted  from  that  cabinet,  becaufe  he 
did  not  feel  that  there  was  the  mod 
remote,  the  dualled  appearance  of 
defalcation  from  the  principles  on 
which  they  were  formed,  and  with 
which  they  entered  into  office.  It 
was,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that 
it  was  very  natural  to  expect,  that 
in  a  cabinet  competed  of  eleven 
men,  all  with  ftrong,  manly,  and 
independent  minds,  there  would  be 
ihades  of  difference  in  their  opinions ; 
but  thefe  fhades  of  difference  would 
be  uneffenual  and  unimportant,  as 
they  all  agreed  on  the  great  outline, 
objedh,  and  end  which  was  in  view, 
and  only  differed  about  the  means 
of  obtaining  it.  Excepting  thefe 
Email  and  nice  fhades  of  difference, 
he  knew  or  no  d i fa g ree  uem  a n d 
d> vidian  in  me  cabinet,  which  ought 
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to  have  induced  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  to  refign  his  place, 
and  to  withdraw  his  powerful  talents 
and  great  influence  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country,  to  the  effab- 
lilhjnent  of  which  he  had  fo  much 
contributed,  He  declared,  that  it 
he  had  any  reafon  or  ground  for 
thinking,  that  there  was  a  defalcation 
from  principle,  and  that  there  was 
any  juft  ground  for  apprehending* 
that  the  earl  of  Shelburne  would 
not  purfue  with  diredtnefs  the  fyftem 
upon  which  they  had  come  into 
office,  he  would  not  flay  for  a  day, 
for  an  hour,  in  that  cabinet.  This- 
was  his  avowed  and  determined  re- 
folution,  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
his  country  for  the  performance  of 
that  promife.  But  it  was  not  the 
quality  of  his  heart  to  inquire,  with 
fcrupulous  nicety,  what  men  were 
to  carry  good  meafures  into  execu¬ 
tion.  Provided  the  meafures  were 
good,  it  was  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference  to  him,  whether  thev  were 
executed  by  this  man,  or  that  man, 
and  whether  any  particular  miniffer 
was  called  a  Shelburnrte,  or  a  Rock- 
inghamite.  All  this  was  indifferent 
to  him,  and  had  been  fo  through 
life.  But  he  knew  of  no  deviation 
in  the  prefent  cabinet  from  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  they  had  entered  into 
office.  Their  firft  principle  was, 
“  That,  they  fhould  offer  to  America 
unlimited,  unconditional  indepen¬ 
dence,  as  the  balls  of  a  negociation 
for  peace.”  The  houfe  would  give 
credit  to  his  affertion,  that  it  had 
for  years  been  his  opinion,  that  this 
was  the  thing  to  which  we  were  ap¬ 
proaching  ;  but  that  he  had  always 
declared  it  to  be  a  great  evil  ap¬ 
proaching,  and  that  whenever  it  did 
come,  it  would  ccfme  as  an  evil.  He 
was  now  brought  to  feel  the  ne- 
celfi  ry  of  granting  this  independence ; 
and  this  was  the  fir'll  great  principle 
on  which  the  prefent  adminiftration 
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had  come  into  power,  and  bad  be¬ 
gun.  to  a£b  Had  this  principle  been 
abandoned  ?  He  conceived  not  ; 
and  that  the  noble  perfon,  who  was 
now  fir  ft  lord  of  the  treafury,  did 
not  differ  about  this  principle.  There 
might  be  fomc  difference  about  the 
means  by  which  the  object  was  to 
be  obtained  ;  but  it  was  a  difference 
that  was  very  immaterial.  The  le- 
cond  principle  was,  u  That  they 
fhould  eftablifh  a  fyftem  of  oeconomy 
in  every  department  of  government ; 
and  that  they  fhould  adopt  the  fpi- 
lit,  and  carry  into  execution,  the 
proviiions  of  the  bill  of  reform  in¬ 
troduced  into  that  houfe  by  Mr. 
Burke.5’  Was  this  principle  aban¬ 
doned,  or  had  there  been  any  fyrnp- 
toms  whatever  of  there  being  a  de- 
fign  to  depart  from  it  ?  T  he  third 
principle  was,  44  That  they  would 
annihilate  every  kind  of  influence 
over  every  branch  of  the  legifla- 
ture.”  This  alfo  was  a  principle, 
which,  he  allured  the  houfe,  the 
cabinet  was  ferioufly  inclined  to 
carry  into  execution,  and  he  knew 
of  no  divifioii  whatever  about  it. 
The  fourth  principle  was,  4i  That 
they  fhould  continue  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  fecure  to  it,  the 
freedom  as  now  fettled  by  parlia¬ 
ment;  and  that  they  fhould  do  this 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  and  decifivc 
way.”  In  all  thel'e  principles,  there¬ 
fore,  he  conceived  that  there  was  no 
deviation,  and  no  caufe  either  of 
apprehenfion  or  of  jealoufy  ;  and 
he  was  determined  to  continue  in  his 
place,  fo  long  as  thefe  principles  were 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  Fox  role  in  reply,  and  aflert- 
•ed,  that  there  had  been  differences 
!  in  the  cabinet,  and  fuch  as  had  made 
i;  him  ftrongly  inclined  to  refign,  even 
before  the  death  of  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham.  It  had  been  laid  by 
*  the  honourable  general,  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  to  give 


full,  unconditional,  and  unlimited 
independence  to  America.  He  would 
not  take  upon  him  to  fay  what  was 
now  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  ;  but 
he  could  allure  the  houle,  that  it 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet, 
when  he  had  made  the  determination 
to  refign.  But  if'  it  was  now  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  cabinet,  he  congratu¬ 
lated  his  countrymen  on  the  conic- 
quences  of  his  refignation  ;  for  he 
had  been  able  to  do  more  towards 
the  deliverance  of  his  country,  by 
refigning  his  poft,  than  he  was  able 
to  e rlcct,  with  all  the  force  of  ar¬ 
gument,  when  he  remained  in.  It 
fhewed  him,  that  it  was  pollible  for 
him,  in  the  prefent  moment,  to 
ferve  his  country  more  in  that  houfe 

j  . 

than  in  any  other  place.  He  had 
never  heard  in  the  cabinet,  from  the 
earl  of  Shelburne,  the  political 
creed  which  had  been  ftated  by  the 
honourable  general ;  and  there  were 
other  material  points,  be  tides  the 
independence  of  America,  in  which 
he,  and  others  of  the  cabinet,  dif¬ 
fered  from  that  nobleman.  One  of 
thefe  related  to  Eaft  India  affairs  : 
the  earl  was  inclined  to  fereen  from 
juftice,  and  from  pimiihment,  thofe 
delinquents  who  had  deftroyed  our 
poffeffions  in  the  Eaft,  and  involved 
us  in  all  the  calamities  which  that 
houfe  had  fo  honourably  endea¬ 
voured  to  remove.  Mr.  Fox  added 
fomc  levere  reflections  on  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  carl  of  Shelburne,  and 
affigned  bis  appointment  to  the  office 
of  fir  ft  lord  of  the  treafury,  as  an 
additional  reafon  for  his  refignation. 
His  lordfhip  was,  he  faid,  a  giant  in 
proraifes,  but  a  pigmy  in  perfor¬ 
mance.  There  was  a  n  extrav  agance 
and  a  profulion  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  made  his  promife«,  and  a 
magnanimity  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  broke  them.  He  was  a 
man,  who  would  declare  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  oug  u  to  be 
K  z  diiui.ii'fhcd  5 
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dimimfhed  ;  but  who  would,  at  the 
lame  time,  threaten  them  with  a 
revival  of  the  king’s  negative,  when¬ 
ever  they  attempted  to  move  any 
bills  of  retrenchment.  In  Dior t,  he 
was  a  man,  whole  qualities  were 
exactly  the  revcrfe  of  thole  of  his 
predeceffor.  It  might,  perhaps,  be 
a  Iked,  why  he  came  into  office 
with  the  earl  of  Shelburne  at  all,  if 
he  entertained  Inch  ienfiments  con¬ 
cerning  him  ?  To  this  he  multan- 
fwer,  that  he  had  ftrong  objections 
to  it  from  the  fir  ft  ;  and  with  refpeCf 
both  to  him,  and  to  another  noble 
perfon,  the  chancellor,  the  only 
thin?  that  could  make  him  fubmit 
to  affociate  with  them  in  office,  was, 
the  fatisfa&orv  pledge  which  he  had 
tor  the  integrity  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  in  the  late  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  being  at  the  head  of  it. 

Mr.  Burke  alio  e  op  relied,  m  very 
ftrong  terms,  his  dillke  of  the  earl 
of  Shelburne ;  and  the  fame  day 
i'ome  debate  took  place,  relative  to 
two  penfions  which  had  been  grant¬ 
ed,  before  the  death  of  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham,  one  to  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning,  now  created  lord  Afhburton, 
and  the  other  to  colonel  Barre.  Mr. 
Pox  and  Mr.  Burke  both  fpoke  hon¬ 
ourably  of  the  gentlemen  on  whom 
thefe  penfions  were  conferred,  and 
admitted  that  they  had  concurred  in 
the  grant  of  thole  penfions  :  but 
Mr,  Fox  remarked,  that  ir  fhould  be 
attended  to  by  iha.t  houfe,  and  re¬ 
membered  by  the  pebple,  that  the 
only  favours  which  had  been  con¬ 
ferred,  and  the  only  deviations  from 
the  principle  of  ceconomy  which 
had  taken  place,  during  the  ihort 
miniftry  of  the  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  had  been  in  favour  of  the 
friends  of  the  earl  of  Shelburne. 

Some  plautible  reafons  were  urg¬ 
ed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  in 
fupport'of  thefe  penfions  ;  but  they 
W-ue  net  iolid ;  nor  did  ;hey  give 


fatisfaClion  to  impartial  men,  not- 
withftanding  the  acknowledged  me¬ 
rit  of  the  gentlemen  on  whom  the 
penfions  were  conferred.  A  miniftry, 
brought  in  on  great  and  public  prin¬ 
ciples,  ffiould  have  adhered  to  thofe 
principles  ;  and  not  have  hazarded 
their  credit  with  the  nation,  by  con¬ 
ferring  oenfions  even  on  the  moff 
meritorious  of  their  friends.  It  was 
of  infinite  importance  to  maintain 
their  reputation  with  the  people  ; 
and  this  could  hardly  be  done,  by 
giving  penfions  to  fome  of  their  own 
party,  almoft  as  foon  as  they  came 
into  office.  Such  grants  as  thefe, 
made  by  minifters  whofe  eloquence 
again  ft  penfions  was  fo  ftrongly  in 
every  man’s  memory,  and  to  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  themfelves  difplayed 
equal  eloquence  on  the  fame  fub- 
jeCt,  were  not  likely  to  increafe  the 
public  confidence  in  the  new  admi- 
niftratian,  or  to  convince  mankind 
that  their  principles  and  condudt 
were  perfectly  fuitable  to  their  pro- 
feffions. 

The  following  day  the  duke  of 
Richmond  expreffed,  in  the  houfe 
ot  peers,  his  great  concern  for  the 
death  of  the  late  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  That  nobleman,  he  ob- 
ferved,  was  the  bond  of  union  which 
kept  all  parties  connected.  It  was 
he  who  cemented  ail  deferiptions  of 
men,  and  preferved  unanimity  in 
council.  He  alfo  expreffed  much 
regret  at  the  refignations  which  had 
lately  taken  place,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  lord  John 
Cavendifh.  Flis  grace  afterwards 
affigned  fome  reafons  why  he  had 
nor  followed  the  example  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  had  re  fig  ned  their 
places.  He  had  not  yet,  he  faid, 
oMerved  any  deviation  from  the 
pr’incipleson  which  the  new  miniftry 
came  into  power.  He  law  no  rea- 
ion  why  he  fhould  withdraw  himftlf 
from  councils,  which,  he  conceived, 
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were  governed  by  the  letter  and  As  to  the  office  of  fird  lord  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  original  dipulation  of  trCafury,  that  was  mold  certainly 
the  cabinet  with  the  king.  As  to  within  his  grafp  when  the  fird  ar- 
the  noble  lord,  who  now  prelided  at  rangements  were  forming  ;  but  he 
the  board  of  treafury,  fo  long;  as  he  had  before  facrificed  that  objedt,  and 


fhould  conduc'd  the  meafures  of  his* 
adminifl ration  on  the  p'incip'es  on 
which  they  came  into  office,  io  long 
he  ffiould  give  him  every  lupport  in 
his  power  ;  but  the  moment  he 
fhould  difcover  in  him  an  intention 
to  abandon  thofe  principles,  from 
that  moment  he  would  hand  fore- 
moil  in  the  moll  determined  oppo- 
iition  to  his  adminiilration.  He  held 
it  to  be  his  duty,  and  that  of  the 
parliament,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  minifters,  and  not  to  fuf- 
fer  a  fingle  adt  of  theirs  to  pafs  1111- 
examined. 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  now  role, 
and  declared  himfelf  perfedtly  fatif- 
fied  with  being  fupported  on  the 
terms  hated  by  the  noble  duke.  It 
was  from  his  meafures,  not  from 
his  prornifes,  that  he  expedied  to 
derive  fupport  ;  and  if  they  ffiould 
not  be  found  to  deferve  it,  he  would 
not  repine  at  not  finding  it.  He 
lamented,  lie  faid,  as  much  as  any 
man,  the  death  of  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  ;  and  healfo  lamented 
the  lots  which  the  cabinet  muh 
fuhain,  by  the  retreat  of  two  moh 
refpedtable  perfons  ;  the  one  re- 
fpedlable  by  the  uncommon  fple  11- 
dor  of  his  abilities,  and  the  other 
by  bis  unimpeached  integrity  and 
chahity  of  charadler.  But  hill  he 
would  not  think  fo  ill  of  the  other 
eight  miniders,  who  remained  in 
the  cabinet,  as  to  fuppofe  that  they 
were  not  as  attached  to  principle,  and 
as  zealous  in  the  fupport  of  it,  as  thole 
two  gentlemen  ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  public  might  red  {a ti slic'd, 
that  while  they  continued  in  office, 
t h ere  co uld  b e  no  de pa r t  u  r.e  i  r o  m  t  h  o fe 
great  principles,  which  had  formed 
jfjie  balls  of  their  ad  mi  11  i  dr  a  tie  n. 


given  way  to  the  marquis,  though 
he  had  now  accepted  of  the  pod,  as 
that  nobleman  was  no  more.  His 
acceptance  of  that  pod  was,  in¬ 
deed,  the  only  feafon,  with  which 
he  was  acquainted,  for  the  refigna- 
tion  of  a  right  honourable  gentle- 
man,  who  had  lately  held  the  office 
of  fecretary  of  date.  But  he  had  al¬ 
ways  dood  tip  for  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  and  mud  therefore  i  nil  if 
upon  the  right  of  the  king  to  ap¬ 
point  his  own  lVrvants.  If  the 
power,  which  others  wiffied  to  af- 
fume„  of  veding  in  the- cabinet  the 
right  to  appoint  to  all  places,  and 
filling  up  all  vacancies,  fhould  once 
be  edabliffied,  the  king  mull  then 
referable  the  king  of  the  Marattas, 
who  had  nothing  of  fovereignty  but 
the  name.  In  that  cafe,  the  mo¬ 
narchical  part  of  the  conftitution 
would  be  abforbed  by  the  arido- 
cracy,  and  the  conditution  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  be  no  more.  It  was 
his  adherence  to  thefc  principles 
that  had  drawn  upon  him  fome  re¬ 
cent  attacks,  and  fadened  upon  him 
the  imputation  of  defigns  which  he 
had  never  harboured.  His  lordship 
alfo  took  fome  notice  of  the  penfions 
which  had  been  complained  of,  and 
particularly  that  granted  to  colonel 
Barre,  which,  he  declared,  originat¬ 
ed  not  with  him,  but  with  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham.  But  this  afi* 
fenion  was  afterwards  flatly  contra- 
d idled ;  and,  as  it  appears,  upon  good 
grounds. 

His  lordfhip  likewife  remarked, 
that  he  had  been  charged  with  in¬ 
confidence  rcfpedling  America.  To 
clear  himfelf  of  this,  lie  afterted, 
that  he  flill  held  the  fame  principles 
in  refpebt  to  American  independence, 
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which  he  at  firft  imbibed.  .  He  had 
been,  and  yet  was  of  opinion,  that 
whenever  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  acknowledged  that  point, 
the  fun  ot  England’s  glory  was  let 
for  ever.  Such  were  the  fentiments 
lie  polIeHed  on  a  former  day,  and 
fuch  were  the  fentiments  he  fill 
held.  It  was  the  opinion  of  lord 
Chatham,  as  well  as  of  many  other 
able  ftatefmen.  Other  noble  lords, 
however,  thought  differently  ;  and 
as  the  majority  of  the.  cabinet  fup- 
ported  them,  he  acquiefced  in  the 
meafure,  diflenting  from  the  idea; 
and  the  point  was  fettled  for  bring¬ 
ing  the  matter  into  the  full  difcuf- 
iion  of  parliament ;  where  it  would 
be  candidly,  fairly,  and  impartially 
debated.  The  independence  of  A- 
merica  threatened  the  ruin  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  it  a  peace  were  patched 
up  with  France,  it  would  give  that 
proud  enemy  the  means  of  yet 
trampling  upon  this  country.  The 
fun  of  England’s  glory  he  wifhed 
not  to  fee  let  for  ever.  He  looked 
for  a  fpark  at  leaf  to  be  left,  which 
might  in  time  light  us  up  to  a  new 
day.  But  if  independence  were  to 
be  granted,  if  parliament  deemed 
that  meafure  prudent,  he  forefavv  in 
his  own  mind  that  England  was  un¬ 
done.  He  wifhed  to  God,  that  he 
fad  been  deputed  to  the  congrefs, 
that  he  might  plead  the  cauie  of 
that  country  as  well  as  of  this;  and 


that  he  might  excrcife  whatever 
powers  he  poilelTed,  as  an  orator,  to 
fave  both  from  ruin,  by  bringing 
f:be  congrefs  to  a  convidtion,  that 
if  their  independence  was  fgned, 
their  liberties  were  gone  for  ever, 
peace,  his  lordfhip  obferved,  was  a 
derivable  object ;  but  it  muft  bean 
honourable  peace,  and  not  a  hu- 
niiliatjng  one,  dictated  by  France, 
or  iniifcd  on  by  America.  It  was 
vC;y  true,  tnat  this  kingdom  was 
p/jt  in  a  fjourifhipg  fate  ;  it  was  im- 


poverified  by  war.  hut  if  we  were 
not  rich,  it  was  evident  that  France 
was  poor  If  we  were  f  raitene-d  in 
our  finances,  the  enemy  were  ex- 
haulled  in  their  refources.  This 
was  a  great  empire  :  it  abounded 
with  brave  men,  who  were  able 
and  willing  to  fight  in  a  common 
caufe.  The  language  of  humilia¬ 
tion,  therefore,  fhould  not  be  the 
language  of  Great  Britain.  His 
lordfhip  added,  that  he  was  not 
afhamed  nor  afraid  of  thofe  expref- 
lions  going  to  America.  There 
were  numbers,  great  numbers  there, 
who  were  of  the  fame  way  of  think¬ 
ing,  in  refpedt  to  that  country  be¬ 
ing  dependent  on  this ;  and  who, 
with  him,  perceived  ruin  and  inde¬ 
pendence  to  be  linked  together. 

Thefe  obfervations  made  by  the 
earl  of  Shelburne,  refpediing  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  America,  muft  ap¬ 
pear  very  extraordinary,  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  this  fpeech  of 
his  lordfhip  was  made  fome  time 
after  general  Carleton,  and  admiral 
Digby,  were  diredted  by  that  mini- 
ftry,  of  which  his  lordfhip  was  a 
part,  to  write  a  letter  to  general 
Wafhington,  acquainting  him  — 
“  That  his  majefty,  in  order  to  re¬ 
move  all  obftacles  to  that  peace, 
which  he  fo  ardentlv  wilhed  to  re- 

j 

fore,  had  commanded  his  minifers 
to  diredt  Mr.  Grenville,  that  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  thirteen  united 
provinces  fhould  be  propofed  by 
him  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  inftead  of 
making  it  a  condition  of  a  general 
treaty.”  After  fo  public  an  act  as 
this,  it  naturally  excited  afionifti- 
ment  in  the  Americans,  when  they 
found  that  the  firft  minifter  of  Eng- 
land  publicly  fpoke  of  tlie  indepen¬ 
dence  of  America  as  a  doubtful 
matter,  and  which  was  yet  to  be 
dilcufted  in  parliament.  There  was 
an  appearance  of  duplicity  in  this 
condudtj  which  alarmed  the  A  meri- 

cans, 
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cans,  and  drew  from  them  the  mod 
fevere  reproaches.  In  particular 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  author  of  the 
celebrated  treatife,  called  “  Com¬ 
mon  Senfe,”  in  a  letter  to  lord 
Shelburne,  which  was  firfl  printed 
at  Philadelphia,  expreffes  himfelf  in 
the  following' terms :  “The  ma¬ 
nagement  of  lord  Shelburne,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  his  views,  is  a  caution 
to  ns,  and  mu  ft  be  to  the  world, 
never  to  regard  Britifh  aifurances. 
A  perfidy  fo  notorious  cannot  be  hid. 
It  ftands  even  in  the  public  papers 
of  New  York,  with  the  names  of 
Carleton  and  Digby  affixed  to  it. 
It  is  a  proclamation,  that  the  king 
of  England  is  not  to  be  believed  : 
that  the  fpirit  of  lying  is  the  go¬ 
verning  principle  of  the  miniftry. 
It  is  holding  up  the  character  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  public  in¬ 
famy,  and  warning  all  men  not  to 
credit  them.  Such  is  the  confe- 
quenee  which  lord  Shelburne’s  ma¬ 
nagement  has  brought  upon  his 
country  T 

On  the  nth  of  July,  forne  alter¬ 
cation  took  place  in  both  houfes 
concerning  the  earl  of  Shelburne, 
and  feveralafiertions  which  had  been 
made  by  that  nobleman,  the  truth 
of  which  was  ftrongly  contefted.— 
But  the  farther  profecution  of  thefe 
difputes  was  prevented,  by  the  par¬ 
liament  being  prorogued  on  that 
day.  In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
made  by  his  majefty  on  this  occa- 
fion,  he  declared,  that  “  his  ardent 
den  re  of  peace  had  induced  him  to 
take  every  meafure  which  promifed 
the  fpeedieft  accompliftiment  of  his 
willies  ;  and  that  he  would  continue 
to  exert  his  bell  endeavours  for  that 
purpofe.”  But  it  was  added,  that 
“  if,  for  want  of  a  correfpohding  dif- 
polition  in  his  enemies,  he  fhould 
be  difappointed  in  the  hope  he  en 
tertained  of  a  fpeedy  termination  of 
the  calamities  of  war,  he  relied  on 


the  fpirit,  affe&ion,  and  unanimity 
of  his  parliament  and  people,  to 
fupport  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
and  the  interefts  of  his  kingdoms  ; 
not  doubting  that  the  bleffing  of 
heaven,  which  he  devoutly  implored 
upon  his  arms,  would  enable  him  to 
obtain  fair  and  reafonable  terms  of 
pacification.  The  mod  triumphant 
career  of  victory  would  not  excite 
him  to  aim  at  more  ;  and  he  favv  no 
realon  which  ffiould  induce  him  to 
think  of  accepting  lets.” 

A  few  days  after  the  prorogation 
of  parliament,  on  the  i  yth  of  the 
fame  month,  at  a  general  meeting 
of  the  debtors  of  Weftminfter,  af- 
fembled  in  Weftminfter-hall,  Mr. 
Fox  again  Hated  his  reafons  for  re- 
ftgning  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
Hate.  The  reafons  affigned  by  him 
were  iimilar  to  thofe  which  he  had  be¬ 
fore  advanced  in  parliament,  and  very 
different  judgments  were  formed 
concerning  them.  Many  thought 
his  conduct  too  precipitate  ;  others 
thought  the  reafons  which  he  urged 
for  his  refignation  fully  fatis  factory  ; 
and  fame  imagined,  that  he  had  rea- 
fons  for  his  co.ndu.6t,  from  circum® 
fiances  which  had  pafted  in  the  cabh 
net,  but  which,  asaprivy  counfellor, 
he  could  not  clearly  and  explicitly  ex® 
plain  to  the  world.  The  able,  elo¬ 
quent,  and  fpirited  oppoiition  which 
he  had  made  in  parliament,  for  a 
feries  of  years,  to  the  pernicious 
meafures  of  the  late  miniftry,  had 
naturally  rendered  him  extremely 
popular  ;  and  there  was  an  apparent 
opennefs  and  manlinefs  In  his  con- 
duff,  which  greatly  interefted  many 
in  his  favour.  His  throwing  up  an 
honourable  and  lucrative  pcft,  at  a 
time  when  he  was  well  known  to  be 
diftrefied  in  his  pecuniary  circum- 
ftanccs,  alfo  appeared  a  bold  and 
difinterefted  ftep,  and  charadteriftic 
of  the  vigour  and  independence  of 
his  mind.  But  there  were  many 
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who  thought  of  him  lefs  favourably  ; 
and  whatever  doubts  might  be  en¬ 
tertained,  at  that  particular  period, 
concerning  the  views  and  motives 
by  which  he  was  aftuated,  the  con- 


dud  of  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  fmcehis  refignation,  has  Suf¬ 
ficiently  fecured  him  from  the  fnf- 
picion  of  pure  and  difinte  reded  pa- 
triotifm. 


CHAP.  XXL 

American  Affairs.  Arrival  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  at  New  York.  Notice 
ffven  to  General  Wajbington ,  by  General  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby ,  of 
the  Nevociations  for  a  general  Peace ,  and  of  his  Majefly s  Intention  to 
acknowledge  the  Independency  of  the  Thirteen  Provinces.  Execution  of 
Captain  Huddy  in  America .  Reflation  formed  to  execute  a  Brit  if  Officer 
hy  way  of  retaliation.  Provifonal  Articles  of  Peace  figned  at  Paris ,  by 
the  Britijh  and  American  Commiffi oners ,  in  which  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonics  are  acknowledged  to  be  Free,  Sovereign,  and  Independent  States. 
TranfaHions  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Pillory  obtained  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote  over 
Hyder  Aliy.  Other  military  Actions .  Engagements  between  the  Engl  fo¬ 


und  French  Fleets . 

AS  no  rational  expectation  re¬ 
mained  of  a  lubjugation  of 
the  colonies,,  after  the  capture  of  the 
army  under  earl  Cornwallis,  the 
military  operations  that  fucceeded 
in  America  were  of  little  confe- 
quence.  Some  inconiiderable  actions 
and  Ikirmifhes  did,  indeed,  take 
place,  after  that  event  ;  in  which  the 
refugees  chiefly  didmguifhed  them- 
felves,  and  difeovered  an  inveterate 
animofity  againd  the  Americans. 
On  the  5th  of  May,  1782,  fir  Guy 
Carleton  arrived  at  New  York,  be¬ 
ing  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Britifh  troops  in  America,  in  the 
room  of  hr  Iienry  Clinton.  Two 
days  after  his  arrival,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  general  Wafhington,  ac¬ 
quainting  him,  that  admiral  Digby 
was  joined  with  himfelf,  in  a  com- 
miffion  to  treat  of  peace  with  the 
people  of  America,  tranfmitting  to 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  lome  papers 
tending  to  manifed  the  pacific  difpo- 
iition  of  the  government  and  people 
of  England  towards  thole  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  He  alfo  defined  a  paffiport  for 


Mr.  Morgan,  who  was  appointed  to 
tranfmit  a  fimilar  letter  of  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  congrefs.  General  Wafh¬ 
ington  declined  fending  any  paffiport, 
till  he  had  taken  the  opinion  of  the 
congrefs  upon  that  meafure  ;  and  by 
them  he  was  directed  to  refufe  any 
paffiport  for  filch  a  purpofe.  How¬ 
ever,  another  letter  was  fient  to  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  dated  the  fecond 
of  Augufi,  figned  by  fir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  and  rear-admiral  Digby,  in 
which  they  informed  him,  that  they 
were  acquainted,  by  authority,  that 
negociatipns  for  a  general  peace  had 
already  commenced  at  Paris  ;  that 
Mr.  Grenville  was  inverted  with  full 
powers  to  treat  with  all  the  parties  at 
war ;  and  was  then  at  Paris  in  the 
execution  of  his  commiffion.  They 
farther  informed  him,  that  his  ma¬ 
jefly,  in  order  to  remove  all  obflacles 
to  that  peace  which  he  fo  ardently 
wifhed  to  reftore,  had  commanded 
his  minifters  to  diredt  Mr.  Grenville, 
that  the  independency  of  the  thir¬ 
teen  provinces  fhould  be  propofed 
by  him,  in  the  fir  ft  indance,  indead 
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making  it  the  condition  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  treaty.  Bat  fome  jealoafies 
were  entertained  by  the  Americans, 
that  it  was  the  defign  of  the  Britifh 
court  either  to  difunite  them,  or  to 
bring  them  to  treat  of  a  peace,  fe- 
parately  from  their  ally  the  king  of 
France  :  they  therefore  refolved,  that 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who  fhould 
prefume  to  make  any  feparate,  of 
partial  convention  or  agreement, 
with  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  with  any  comnliffioner  or  com- 
miffioners  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  ought  to  be  coniidered  and 
treated  as  open  and  avowed  enemies 
of  the  united  hates  of  America  ;  and 
alfo,  that  thofe  hates  could  not,  with 
propriety,  hold  any  conference  or 
treaty  with  any  commiffioners  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  they 
fhould,  as  a  preliminary  thereto, 
either  withdraw  their  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies,  or  eife,  in  pofitive  or  exprefs 
terms,  acknowledge  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  thefaid  hates.  They  like- 
wife  refolved,  that  any  propolitions 
which  might  be  made  by  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  in  any  manner 
tending  to  violate  the  treaty  fubfift- 
ing  between  them  and  the  king  of 
France,  ought  to  be  treated  with 
every  mark  of  indignity  and  con¬ 
tempt. 

An  affair  which  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  this  year,  and  which  ex¬ 
cited  much  attention  both  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  in  Europe,  may  not  im¬ 
properly  be  mentioned  here.  Cap¬ 
tain  Huddy,  an  American  officer  of 
the  Jerfey  militia,  was  attacked  in 
a  fmall  fort  on  Tom’s  river,  by  a 
party  of  refugees  in  the  Britifh  pay, 
was  made  prifoner,  together  with 
his  company,  carried  to  New  York, 
and  lodged  in  the  provolf  of  that 
city.  About  three  weeks  after  he 
was  taken  out  of  the  provoft  down 
to  the  water-lide,  put  into  a  boat, 
and  brought  again  upon  the  Jerfey 
1782. 
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fhore,  find  fhefe  hanged.  The  rea- 
fou  affigned  for  this  Was  fome  cruel¬ 
ties  which,  the  refugees  alleged, 
had  been  committed  by  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  *  but  the  Americans  were  fo 
much  exafperated  at  this  t  ran  faction, 
that  ftrong  applications  were  made 
to  general  Waftiirigton  upon  the  fuh- 
jeCt,  who  thereupon  reprefented  the 
cafe  to  fir  Henry  Clinton,  and  de¬ 
manded,  that  the  refugee  officer, 
who  ordered  and  attended  the  exe¬ 
cution,  and  whofe  name  was  Lip- 
pencott,  fhould  be  delivered  up  as  a 
murderer;  declaring,  that,  in  cafe 
of  refufalj  fome  Britifh  officer  fnould 
fuffer  in  his  head.  This  demand 
not  being  complied  with,  lots  were 
caff  to  determine  whichof  the  Britifh 
officers  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  fhould  be  made  the  viCtirri  on  the 
occafion.  The  lot  fell  upon  captain 
Afgill,  of  the  guards,  Who  was  im« 
mediately  put  into  confinement,  and 
kept  for  a  long  time  in  a  ftate  of  very 
painful  fufpenfe  ;  for  the  requifkion 
of  general  Wafhington,  refpeCting 
the  delivering  up  of  Lippencott, 
though  it  was  not  complied  with, 
had  not  yet  been  abfolutely  refuted. 
News  of  the  very  critical  fituation, 
of  captain  Afgill  arriving  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  his  mother,  lady  Afgill,  under 
the  deepef!  affliction,  wrote  a  moffc 
pathetic  letter  to  the  French  minifter, 
the  count  de  Vergennes,  foliciting 
his  intereif  with  general  Wafhington 
in  behalf  of  her  fon.  This  letter 
produced  the  defired  effeCt ;  even 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  ge- 
neroufly  interefled  themfeives  in 
captain  Afgill’s  favour  ;  and  by  their 
directions  a  letter  was  written  by  the 
count  de  Vergennes  to  general  Wafli- 
ington,  foliciting  that  the  captain’s 
life  might  be  lpared.  In  confe- 
qhence  of  this  powerful  application, 
an  order  was  iffued  by  the  congrefs, 
that  captain  Afgill  fhould  be  let  at 
liberty.  This  order  was  notified  to 
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the  captain,,  in  a  very  polite  letter 
from  general  Wafhington. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  town 
of  Savannah,  and  the  whole  pro- 
yince  of  Georgia,  were  evacuated 
by  the  king’s  troops ;  as  was  alfo 
Charles-Town,  South  Carolina, 
about  the  dole  of  the  year..  In  the 
mean  time,  the  negociations  for 
peace  being  continued,  provilional 
articles  of  peace  were  ligned  at 
Paris,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
by  the  commiffioner  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty,  and  the  American  com* 
miffioners,  in  which  his  majefty  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  united  colonies  of 
New  Hampshire,  MalTachufets  Bay, 
Rhode  Iiland  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  Connedicut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Dela¬ 
ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor¬ 
gia,  to  be  u  free,  fove reign,  and 
independent  hates.”  Such  was  the 
end  of  the  conteft  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  colonies ; 
a  conteft  in  which  the  former  had 
expended  upwards  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  money,  and  many  thou- 
fand  valuable  lives,  and  had  obtained 
In  return  nothing  but  difgrace  and 
lofs  of  territory ;  but  by  which  the 
latter  was  raifed  to  an  independent 
rank  among  the  nations,  which  may 
be  produdive  of  more  important  con- 
fequences  than  can  yet  be  forefeen. 

It  will  now  be  necelTary  that  we 
fhould  give  an  account  of  fome  tranf- 
adions  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  In  the 
preceding  volume  of  our  work,  we 
took  notice  of  the  vidory  obtained 
by  lir  Eyre  Coote  over  Hyder  Ally, 
on  the  1  ft  of  July,  1781.  That 
able,  judicious,  and  fpirited  Englifh 
commander,  had  employed  the  moll 
vigorous  exertions,  in  order  to  fup- 
port  the  Britifh  interefts  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  and  in  confequence 
of  the  vidory  which  he  had  obtained 
©ver  Hyder,  the  Tanjore,  Trim- 
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chinopoly,  and  other  fouthern  coun¬ 
tries,  were  freed  from  the  enemyT 
depredations,  and  Trinchinopoly 
from  an  immediate  ftege,  which  Hy¬ 
der  had  refolved  to  undertake  againft 
it.  General  Coote  afterwards  ef- 
feded  a  junction  with  a  detachment 
of  Britifh  troops  from  Bengal ;  and 
on  the  20th  of  Auguft  laid  ftege  to 
Tripaftbre,  which  furrendered  by 
capitulation  on  the  23a  of  the  fame 
month.  On  the  26th,  another  ac¬ 
tion  took  place  between  the  Britilh 
troops,  under  the  command  of  fir  Eyre 
Coote,  and  Hyder  Ally’s  army.  The 
latter  was  in  poffeffion  of  many  ftrong 
and  advantageous  polls,  rendered 
the  more  formidable  by  the  nature 
of  the  country  lying  between,  which 
was  interfeded  by  very  deep  water- 
courfes.  The  conflid  lafted  from 
nine  in  the  morning  till  near  fun-fet, 
when  the  company’s  troops  had 
driven  the  enemy  from  all  theit 
ftrong  polls,  and  obliged  them  to 
retreat  with  precipitation,  leaving 
them  in  full  pofleftion  of  the  field  of 
battle.  The  lofs  of  the  Englilh  or 
this  occafion  was  heavier  than  on  the 
ill  of  July,  and  that  of  the  enemy 
lefs,  owing  to  their  being  more  ad» 
vantageoully  polled.  General  Stuart 
loft  his  leg  by  a  cannon  fhot  in  the 
adion,  and  colonel  Brown,  and  cap* 
tain  Hiftop,  two  very  brave  and  va¬ 
luable  officers,  were  both  killed  in 
the  adion.  On  the  27th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  following,  the  two  armies 
engaged  again,  when  Hyder  was  once 
more  defeated,  with  conliderable  lofs 
both  in  cavalry  and  infantry  ;  while 
of  the  Britilh  army  not  more  than  one 
hundred  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Owen  greatly 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  011  the  23d  of 
Odober,  by  very  gallantly  refilling, 
with  a  fmall detachment,  the  united 
efforts  of  the  whole  of  Hyder’s  army, 
and  by  conduding  a  very  able  re¬ 
treat.  On  the  4th  of  November  the 
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Englifh  laid  fiege  to  Chittore,  which 
capitulated  on  the  ioth.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  who  was  thought,  by  his  own 
troops,  to  be  too  ready  on  every  oc¬ 
casion  to  expofe  his  own  perfon,  was 
wounded  in  reconnoitring  this  Diace. 

In  the  mean  time,  major-general 
fir  Hedtor  Monro  was  Sent  to  take 
the  command  of  the  company’s 
troops  in  the  Tanjore  country,  and 
to  co-operate  with  a  fquadron  under 
the  command  of  hr  Edward  Hughes, 
in  an  attack  on  the  Dutch  fettlement 
of  Negapatam,  The  garrifon  was 
reinforced  by  a  large  detachment  of 
Hyder  Ally’s  troops,  and  the  forti¬ 
fications  were  conhderably  ftrength- 
ened  by  new  works.  However,  the 
place  Surrendered,  by  capitulation, 
on  the  1 2th  of  November,  though 
the  garrifon  conhfted  of  about  8000 
men ;  but  not  more  than  500  of  them 
were  Europeans.  Immediately  after 
the  capture  of  this  place,  Hyder 
Ally’s  troops  evacuated  all  the  forts 
and  ftrong  polls  they  held  in  the 
Manjore  country  ;  and  the  Poly  gars, 
or  petty  princes,  in  the  Marawar  and 
Tnnavilly  provinces,  who,  at  the 
inftigation  of  Hyder,  had  rebelled 
againft  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  taken  up  arms  againft  the  Eng¬ 
lifh,  returned  to  their  obedience  on 
the  heft  terms  they  could  make  for 
thernfelves.  Trincomale,  on  the 
iftand  of  Ceylon,  was  alfo  taken  by 
fir  Edward  Hughes,  on  the  1  ith  of 
January,  1782,  together  with  two 
Hutch  fhips,  richly  laden,  which 
were  in  the  harbour,  and  feverai 
fmall  veftels. 

A  few  davs  before  this  tranfadlion 
« 

general  Meadows  arrived  at  Bom¬ 
bay  with  a  reinforcement  of  land 
forces,  convoyed  by  three  fail  of  the 
line  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  January, 
Tel  lie  her  ry,  which  had  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  been  befteged  by  Hy- 
der  Ally’s  forces,  was  relieved  by 
major  Abingdon.  That  officer  com¬ 


pletely  routed  the  befiegers,  killed 
about  400  men,  and  took  1  coo  pri- 
foners,  among  whom  was  their 
leader,  Saddos  Cawn,  a  brother-in- 
law  ol  Hyder  Ally,  with  upwards  of 
fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  ele¬ 
phants,  a  large  quantity  of  fhot, 
powder,  andftores,  in  their  redoubts 
and  batteries,  and  treafure  to  the 
amount  of  three  lacks  of  rupees. 
But  on  the  1 8th  of  February,  co¬ 
lonel  Braithwaite,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  company’s  troops,  was 
attacked,  near  the  banks  of  the  Col- 
leroon,  by  Hyder  Ally’s  fon,  Tippo 
Saib,  and  Monf.  Laliy,  who  com¬ 
manded  fome  French  troops,  and 
totally  defeated.  The  whole  de¬ 
tachment,  confifting  of  about  2000 
infantry,  250  cavalry,  eighteen  offi¬ 
cers,  and  a  field  train  of  thirteen 
pieces,  were  either  captured  or  de¬ 
ft  roved.  The  French  afterwards 
laid  fiege  to  Cuddalore,  which  fur- 
rendered  to  the  forces  under  Monf. 
Duchemin,  on  articles  of  capitula¬ 
tion. 

About  this  time  a  ceflation  of 
hoftilities  took  place  between  the  Eaft 
India  company’s  troops  and  the  Ma- 
rattas  :  but  on  the  14th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  a  French  fleet,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Monf.  Suffrein,  confiding 
of  twelve  ffiips  of  the  line,  anchored 
three  leagues  to  the  windward  of 
Fort  St.  George.  This  fleet  was 
alfo  accompanied  with  tranfports, 
on  board  of  which  were  upwards 
of  three  thoufand  French  troops, 
brought  for  the  afiiftance  of  Hyder 
Ally.  One  of  admiral  Hughes’s 
fhips,  the  Ills,  took  the  Laurifton, 
one  of  the  French  tranfperts,  of  about 
leoo  tons,  having  on  board  feverai 
officers,  and  near  200  foidiers,  with 
a  very  large  quantity  of  artillery,  and 
other  military  ft  ores,  and  i;o,ooolb. 
of  powder.  On  the  17th  of  the 
fame  month  an  abtion  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  two  fleets,  in  which  fir 

Edward 


PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 

lot  the  Year  1782* 


j  A  N  U  4  R  Y, 

i,«  rX“'HIS  being*  New  Year’s -day, 
j[  there  was  a  drawing-room 
at  St.  James’s,  at  which  were  pre- 
fent  their  majeEies,  the  prince  of 
Wales,  the  princefs~-royal,  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  with  the  dukes  of 
Quenfberry  and  Argyle,  the  lords 
BathurE,  Brudenell,  and  Clarendon, 
and  many  others  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  At  two  o’clock,  the  ode 
was  performed,  as  ufuaj,  in  the 
great  council-chamber. 

Admiralty-Office,  Jan*  i,  1782. 
Extra  A  of  a  Letter  from  capt.  Cald- 
nvell,  commander  of  bis  majefifs 
ffiip  Agamemnon ,  to  Mr,  Stephens, 
dated  g pith  cad,  Dec,  30,  1781. 

Pleafe  to  acquaint  my  lords 
rommiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  with 
he  arrival  here  of  his  maje fly’s  fhip 
ander  my  command,  with  five  prizes. 
We  were  detached  with  la  Prudente 
)y  rear-admiral  Kempenfelt,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  alter  the  French  convoy  (with 
1  view  of  falling  in  with  fome  of 
heir  tranfports  or  trading  veiTels 
hat  may  have  feparated  from  them) 
vhich  the  feet  under  his  command 
ell  in  with  on  the  12th  inllant. 

On  the  z$th  at  noon,  in  latitude 
.6.  30.  N.  Scilly  N.  46  E.  diflance 
00  leagues,  we  took  five  fail  from 
iourdeaux,  bound  to  Martinico, 
biefly  laden  on  the  French  king’s 
[ccount,  and  were  intended  to  have 
oined  M.  de  Guichen, 


There  are  three  king’s  officers 
among  the  prifoners,  one  captain  of 
foot,  and  two  of  artillery. 

2,  On  Monday  noon  Henry  Lau¬ 
rens,  Efq.  late  prefident  of  the  con- 
grefs  of  America,  was  brought  from 
the  Tower  of  London  by  the  deputy 
governor  thereof,  in  confequence 
of  an  order  from  the  feeretary  of 
Hate,  before  earl  Mansfield,  at  his 
lordlhip’s  chambers  in  Serjeants-inn, 
Chancery-lane. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Lau  ¬ 
rens,  the  lord  chief  juftice  informed 
him,  that  he  would  have  his  liberty 
reflored  to  him,  upon  his  givin’o* 
proper  fecurity,  that  he  would  be 
forthcoming  within  fix  months  after 
his  being  fummoned  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Mr.  Laurens  immediately 
exprefTed  his  readinefs  to  do  this, 
and  faid  that  he  had  thofe  about  him 
who  would  enter  into  any  recogniz¬ 
ance  that  fhould  be  required,  forthe 
due  performance  of  the  conditions 
on  which  his  enlargement  was  to  be 
granted.  Accordingly  the  fecurity 
required  was  inEantly  given  for  Mr. 
Laurens’s  future  appearance,  re- 
ferving  to  him  his  allegiance  to  the 
feven  united  provinces  of  America  ; 
and  Mr.  Laurens  was,  in  confe¬ 
quence,  immediately  difcharged  out 
of  cufiody. 

11.  His  majeEy’s  proclamation, 
dated  this  day,  relative  to  the  di- 
Eribution  of  prizes,  contains  the  fol¬ 
lowing  orders :  “  That  the  firE  cap- 
(A  2)  tg.in 
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tain  to  the  admiral  and  commander 
in  chief  of  our  fleet,  and  alfo  the  firft 
captain  to  the  flag-officer  appointed, 
or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  to  com- 
mand  a  fleet  or  lquadron  of  20  {flips 
of  the  line  of  battle,  whether  all  our 
own  fhips,  or  united  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice  with  thole  of  our  allies,  fhall, 
in  the  diftribution  of  prizes,  under 
or  by  virtue  of  fprmerproclamations, 
nnd  each  ol  them,  which  fhall  be 
taken  by  the  fleeter  lquadron  under 
the  command  of  fuch  admiral  and 
commander  in  chief,  or  fuch  flag- 
officer  refpebfively,  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  a  flag-officer,  and  fhall 
be  entitled  unto  a  part  or  {hare  of 
fuch  prizes  as  the  junior  flag-officer 
of  fuch  fleet  flnd  fquadron  :  but  our 
will  and  pleafure  is  that  this  our 
proclamation  be  without  prejudice 
to  any  queftion  touching  the  diftri- 
bution  of  prizes  taken  before  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof.  And  where¬ 
as  we,  judging  it  reafonable  that  the 
phyficians  appointed  to  fleets  or 
fquadrons  of  our  fhips  of  war  fhould 
be  entitled  to  11’ are  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  ot  prizes,  agreeably  to  their 
Situation  ;  we  have  thought  fit  to  de¬ 
clare,  order,  and  diiedl,  that  every 
phyfician  appointed,  or  hereafter  to 
be  appointed,  to  a  fleet  or  fquadron 
of  our  fhips  of  war,  fhall,  in  the  &i- 
ibnbution  cf  prizes  under  or  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  former  proclamations,  and 
each  of  them,  which  fhall  hereafter 
be  taken  by  the  Tnip  in  which  he 
flt all  ferve,  or  in  which  fuch  fhip’s 
company  fhall  be  entitled  to  fhare, 
be  cl  ailed  with  the  lea  lieutenants, 
with  refpedl  to  the  eighth  part  of 
fuch  prizes^  which,  by  our  fiid  pro¬ 
clamations,  is  allotted  to  the  captains 
or  marines  and  land  forces,  lea  lieu¬ 
tenants  and  mailers  on  board,  and 
be  allowed  to  fhare  equally  with 
them  ;  provided  luch  phyfleian  be 
p dt pally  on  board  at  the  time  of  the 
faking  of  fuch  prizes,” 


Whitehall,  Jan.  12.  1781% 
ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  major-gen'* 
Chriftie ,  to  lord  George  Germain , 
one  of  his  maje.jW  s  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  /late ,  dated  Barbadoes , 
Dec.  15,  1781.  Received  by  the 
Ranger  /loop  of  war. 

It  is  with  real  grief  I  am  obliged 
to  communicate  to  your  lordlhip  the 
difagreeable  news  of  the  capture  of 
St.  Euftatius  and  St.  Martin’s,  on  the 
26th  and  27th  ult.  by  a  handful  of 
the  enemy,  not  exceeding  300  men, 
landed  from  three  frigates  and  fome 
fmali  craft  at  Jenkin’s  bay,  at  the 
back  of  the  ifland,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille, 
without  the  fmallefl  oppofltion  from 
the  garrifons  ;  the  former  confin¬ 
ing  of  723,  and  the  latter  of  63 
effective  men,  Including  officers. 

14.  This  day  the  feflions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailev,  when  eleven  con- 
vidfs  received  feptence  of  death. 

15.  John  Fowler,  who  was  to 
have  been  executed  laft  week, but  was, 
then  refpited  at  the  gallows, was  this 
day  carried  in  a  cart  from  Newgate 
and  hanged  at  Tyburn. 

By  letters  from  different  quarters 
it  appears,  that  the  favage  pradfice 
ol  plundering  the  wrecks  of  fhips 
call  away  on  the  wefiern  c.oafts  of 
England,  and  on  Ireland,  flill  pre¬ 
vails.  Two  remarkable  inftances 
that  have  lately  happened,  are  me¬ 
lancholy  proofs  of  its  exiftence. 
The  fhip  Carharina,  lately  flranded 
on  Skerr  Sands,  near  Bridge-end, was 
attacked  by  the  populace,  and  de¬ 
fended  by  the  fheriff  and  gentlemen 
in  the  neighbourhood,  on  which  a 
battle  enfued,  in  which  three  per¬ 
sons  were  killed,  and  many  wounded, 
among  whom  was  the  fheriff  himleif. 
Six  of  the  ringleaders  were  fecured, 
and  it  is  hoped  will  be  feverely  pin 
nifhed.  A  like  attempt  was  made 
to  plunder  the  LancafferWitch,  late¬ 
ly  flranded  in  Galway-bay,  when  a 
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party  of  the  66th  regiment,  with 
molt  of  the  revenue  officers,  march¬ 
ed  to  protect  the  wreck,  when  the 
country  people  prelied  fo  hard  upon 
the  foldiers  that  they  were  obliged 
to  fire  in  their  defence,  when  one  or 
two  were  (hot  dead,  and  more  than 
twelve  wounded  ;  whereupon  the 
mob  difperfed,  and  the  goods  laved 
were  lodged  n  the  king’s  warehoufe, 

1 6,  This  morning  as  the  poft-boy 
who  drives  the  Chefier  mail  was 
going  out  of  town,  he  was  hopped 
near  High  gate  by  three  footpads* 
who  led  the  horfes,  with  the  mail 
cart,  down  a  lane,  and  then  taking 
out  fuch  bags  as  they  chofe,  and  fet- 
ting- the  horfes  loofe,  tied  the  boy  in 
the  cart,  and  went  off  in  a  fingle 
horfe  chaife  that  was  there  waiting 
for  them.  The  bov  being  loon  af- 
ter  found  lyy  fome  of  the  men  be¬ 
longing  to  Bow-ftreet,  who  were  out 
all  night  on  the  watch*  they  firff  re¬ 
leafed  him,  and  then  went  in  purfuit 
of  the  thieves,  whom  they  traced  to 
town  as  far  as  Uoper  Moorfields, 
where  they  picked  up  ome  bags  that 
the  robbers  had  dropped,  finding 
them fe ives  purfued. 

-i 

And  this  evening  the  Chefier  mail 
for  London  was  ftojen  off  the  horfe 
at  Bilfton,  between  Wolverhampton 
and  Birmingham,  whiift  the  rider 
went  into  a  public-houfe,  and  was 
found  in  the  Street  of  Bilfton  on 
Thurfday  morning,  when  the  New¬ 
port,  Sheffnall,  Shrewfbury,  Welch- 
pool,  and  Wolverhampton  bags  were 
milling. 

O 

1 8.  The  Gazette  of  this  day  con¬ 
tains  a  lift  of  fourteen  French  prizes* 
taken  by  the  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  rear-admiral  Kempenfelt, 
on  board  of  which  were  1062  fol¬ 
diers,  and  548  feamen. 

19.  Laft  night  between  elevenund 
twelve  o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at 
Mr.  Woodmafon’s,  ftationer,  in 
Leadenhall-flreet,  which  burnt  ib 


furioufiy,  no  water  being  to  be  had 
for  upwards  of  half  an  hour*  that  it 
greatly  alarmed  the  whole  neigh-*., 
bourhood.  The  dwelling  -  houfefi 
warehoufe,  ftack  in  trade,  and  houfe- 
hold  furniture  of  MtvWoodmafon 
were  entirely  confumed  ;  but. by  the 
alfiduity  of  the  firemen,  the  flanges 
were  at  lafi  got  under  about  three 
o’clock  next  morning.  Three  other 
ho  fifes  only  were  damaged.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  artillery  company 
attended,  and  were  very  ufelul  in 
keeping  off  the  mob.  Bur  what  ren¬ 
ders  this  accident  very  deplorable  is, 
that  Mr.  Woodmafon.’s  whole  family 
of  (even  children  peri  filed  in  the 
flames,  owing  to  the  fire’s  breaking 
out  in  the  tecond  floor  diredfly  under 
the  nurfi-ry,  by  which  th$  Fair-cafe 
was  loon  confumed,  and  all  polfibL 
lity  both  of  help  or  retreat  entirely 
cut  off 

20.  Copy  of  a  lot  ter  written  by  gen . 
Murray ,  governor  of  Minorca ,  /# 
tbs  due  de  Crillon ,  commander  ift 
chief  of  the  Spanijh  forces  at 
M ah  oil . 

Fort  St.  Philip OH.  16,  1781* 
Sir, 

When  your  brave  anceftor  was 
defined  by  his  fovereign  to  affaffinate 
the  duke  de  Guile,  he  returned  the 
anfwer  which  you  fliould  have  done 
when  the  king  of  Spain  charged  you 
to  affaffinate  the  character  of  a  man 
whole  birth  is  as  illuftrious  as  vour 
own,  or  that  of  the  duke  de  Guile.  I 
can  have  no  farther  communication 
with  you  but  in  arms.  If  vou  have 
any  humanity,  pray  lend  cloathing 
to  your  unfortunate, prifoners  in  my 
poffellion  ;  leave  it  at  a  diftance  to 
be  taken  up  for  them,  becaufe  I  will 
admit  of  no  contadl  for  the  future, 
but  bach  as  is  hoftile  in  the  moll  in¬ 
veterate  degree* 

I  am,  Sir, 

•  Y our  obedient  humble fervantj 
Jam  Murray. 
(A  3)  P.S, 
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F.  S.  Your  foldiers  do  not  aft 
with  that  honour  they  ihould  do, 
they  having  attempted  to  corrupt 
one  of  my  drummers  yefterday,  who 
was  at  your  firft  pod. 

Anfwer  from  the  duke  dc.  Crillon » 
Mahon y  Odl,  1 6,  1781. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  places  us  each  in 
our  proper  ftation  ;■  it  confirms  me 
in  the  efteem  I  have  always  had  for 
you.  I  accept  with  pleafure  your 
lafl  propofition,  and  am, 

Your  excellency’s  nioft  humble 
And  obedient  fervanr, 

B.  B.  Due  DE  Crillon. 

Your  drummer  fhould  not  have 
mixed  himfelf  with  the  foldiers  from 
my  firft  poft ;  I  fhall  give  orders  to 
punifh  thole  who  have  committed 
the  offence  you  complain  of.  I  lend 
the  clothes  for  the  priioners  in  your 
poffeftion  > 

B. B.  Due  de  Crillon. 

22.  This  day  the  bodies  of  fix 
of  Mr.  Woodmafon’s  children,  who 
fuffered  in  the  late  dreadful  fire  in 
Leadenhall-flreet,  together  with  the 
body  of  the  fon  of  Mr.  Noble,  the 
breeches-maker,  who  lived  next  door, 
were  dug  out  of  the  ruins,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  St.  Peter’s  church.  After¬ 
wards  the  remains  of  the  feventh 
child  were  found  after  a  long  fearcb, 
and  carried  to  the  fame  place  for  in¬ 
terment. 

23.  Yefterday  at  one  o’clock,  earl 
Cornwallis  arrived  in  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  accompanied  by  general  Arnold 
and  his  family. 

24.  This  day,  general  Arnold, 
lately  arrived  in  town  from  New- 
York,  being  at  court  for  the  firft 
time,  was  introduced  to  his  majelly, 
and  gracioufly  received. 

The  fame  day,  the  colonels  Tarle- 
ton,  Leake,  and  major  Dundas, 
were  at  court  at  St.  James’s,  and  in¬ 
troduced  to  his  majeffy. 

25.  Thin  day  came  on  in  the  court 


C  1  P  A  L  [January* 

of  King’s  Bench  the  important  quef- 
tion  between  the  captors  of  the  ill  arid 
of  St,  Euftatius  and  the  Britifii  claims 
ants  of  property  in  that  iflarni,  whe-' 
ther  their  claims  fhould  be  determin¬ 
ed  in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  or 
whether  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
fhould  prohibit  that  jurifdiction  from 
proceeding  in  the  fuits  iiiftituted  in 
the  Admiralty,  and  leave  the  claim- 
ants  to  purfue  their  remedy  againfl 
Sir  G.  Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan, 
in  the  courts  of  common  law.  This 
queffion  drew  the  attention  of  the. 
firft  gentlemen  of  the  profeftion  of 
the  law,  and  was  maintained  with 
equal  ability  on  both  fides  ;  but  was 
at  length  determined  in  favour  of 
the  Admiralty  courts  by  earl  Mans¬ 
field.  His  lordfhip  faid,  that  the 
Englifli  language  could  not  ftate  in 
clearer  terms  than  the  legislature  faid 
and  underftood,  that  the  jurifdiftion 
was  in  the  Admiralty. 

2  7.  Yefterday  a  cartel  fhip  with 
300  French  priioners  on  board,  part 
of  the  regiments  of  Acquitaine  and 
Soiffoin,  which  were  taken  by  adm„ 
Kempenfelt  in  clearing  Mount  Bat¬ 
ten,  in  Plymouth  Road,  fell  to  lee¬ 
ward,  miffed  flays,  and  drove  upon 
the  reef  of  rocks  at  the  eaft  end  of  it. 
The  poor  unfortunate  priioners,  who 
were  but  the  minute  before  huzza¬ 
ing  in  the  highefl  fpirits,  were  now 
funk  in  the  deepeft  diftrefs  ;  many 
of  them  wringing  their  hands  as  if  on 
the  point  of  periflimg.  Some  that 
could  fwim  reached  the  boats  that 
had  put  off  to  their  aftiftanee.  Six 
boys  got  out  the  yard,  and  attempt¬ 
ed  to  reach  the  fhore,  but  were  dalli¬ 
ed  againfl  t  a  rock,  and  the  boat  in- 
flantly  ftaved  ;  the  next  wave  that 
fucceeded  call  the  lads  on  the  fhore, 
who  found  means  to  crawl  up  the 
rocks,  and  were  faved.  A  cutter 
that  attended  the  cartel  got  out  all 
the  boats,  and  with  the  aftiftanee 
that  inilantly  came  from  the  fliore 
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took  aim  oil  every  man  on  boards  not 
more  than  two  or  three  being  miff¬ 
ing,  who  it  was  fuppofed  in  the  hur¬ 
ry  had  Hipped  between  the  boats. 

28.  Vienna ,  j  an.  19.  The  Ga¬ 
zette  of  this  city  has  the  following 
notification,  viz. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 

J  O 

rhofc  who  have  hitherto  kept  out  of 
their  country >  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
ligion  they  profefs,  that  his  majefty 
pardons  them,  on  condition  that  they 
return  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1782, 
promifing  that  they  fhail  enjoy  the 
fame  benefits  as  thofe  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  religion,  had  quitted  the 
place  of  their  birth,  and  taken  up 
their  abode  in  other  provinces  be- 
longing  to  his  faid  majefty. 

FEBRUARY. 

1  ^  Yefterday  a  common-hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  for  the  purpofe  of 
coniidering  the  report  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  went  up  to  his  majefty  on 
the  bufinefs  of  the  petition,  addrefs, 
and  remonftrance  voted  at  the  laft 
common- ha  11. 

Lord  Hertford’s  letter  to  the 
lord-mayor,  containing  his  majefty’s 
refufal  to  receive  the  remonftrance 
on  the  throne,  was  read,  and  the 
lord-mayor’s  anfvver.  After  which 
the  common-hall  came  to  feveral  re- 
folutions,  among  which  were  the 
following* : 

Refolved,  that  whoever  advifed 
the  king  to  deviate  from  the  accuf- 
tomed  mode,  admitted  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  of  receiving  the  livery  of 
London,  fitting  on  his  throne,  is  an 
enemy  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  citizens  of  this  great  capital 
of  the  Britxfh  empire. 

Refolved,  that  the  unequal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  the  cor¬ 
rupt  ftate  of  parliament,  and  the 
perverfion  thereof,  from  its  original 
infti  ration,  have  been  the  principal 
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caufes  of  the  unjuft  war  with  Ame¬ 
rica,  of  the  consequent  difmember* 
ment  of  the  Britifti  empire,  and  of 
every  grievance  of  which  we  com- 
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plain. 

Refolved,  that  thefe  grievances 
can  never  be  removed,  until  the 
right  of  the  people  to  their  confti- 
tutional  fhare  in  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  fhail  be  re-eftablifhed,  by  a  fair 
and  equal  reprefentation  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  a  frequent  eledtion  of  their 
reprefentatives,  according  to  ancient 
ufage. 

Refolved,  that  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  reftorationof  thefe  rights, 
a  committee  of  the  livery  of  London 
be  appointed. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  committee 
do  take  the  moft  effectual  methods  for 
obtaining  a  more  equal  reprefenta¬ 
tion  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
and  a  frequent  election  of  the  repre¬ 
fentatives,  according  to  ancient  u- 
fage,  and  for  thefe  purpofes  do  con¬ 
fer  and  correfpond  with  other  com¬ 
mittees  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Whitehall,  Feb.  2,  1782* 
ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  the  right  hon.  lord  George, 
Germain ,  one  of  his  ?najefy  s  princi¬ 
pal fecret  aries  of  fate ,  dated  Ne- w- 
Tork ,  Dec.  1 1,  1781. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  Stewart  to  earl  Cornwallis, 
with  its  inclofures,  dated  September 
the  9th,  the  day  after  the  adtion  at 
Eu taw  Springs. 

.i  O 

ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-col . 
Stewart  to  earl  Cornwallis ,  dated 
Eutaw ,  September  9,  1781. 

My  Lord, 

With  particular  fatisfa&ion  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  your  lord  {hip, 
that  on  the  8th  inft.  I  was  attacked 
by  the  rebel  general  Greene,  with 
all  the  force  he  could  colledt  in  this 
Province  and  North-  Carolina  ;  and, 
after  an  obftinate  engagement,  which 
(A  4)  lafted 
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lafted  near  two  hours,  I  totally  de¬ 
feated  him,  and  took  z  iix-pounders. 

Soon  after  I  had  the  honour  of 
writing  your  lordfhip  from  Thom- 
fon’s,  I  received  information  of 
Greene’s  having  moved  with  the 
rebel  army  towards  Camden,  and 
eroded  the  Wateree  near  that  place  ; 
and,  from  the  belt  intelligence  I 
could  collect,  was  on  his  march  to 
Friday’s  Ferry  on  the  Congaree. 

The  army  under  my  command 
being  much  in  want  of  neceffaries, 
and  there  being  at  the  fame  time  a 
convoy  with  provinons  on  the  march 
from  Charles-Town,  which  would 
have  neceffavilly  obliged  me  to  make 
a  detachment  of  at  lead  400  men 
(which  at  that  time  I  could  ill  af¬ 
ford,  the  army  being  much  weaken¬ 
ed  by  licknefs)  to  meet  the  convoy 
at  Martin’s,  56  miles  from  my  camp  ; 
the  diftance  being  fo  great,  a  fmall- 
cr  efcort  was  liable  to  fall  by  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  which  are  very 
numerous. 

I  therefore  thought  it  advifeable 
to  retire  by  flow  marches  to  the  Eu- 
taws,  where  I  might  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  receiving  my  fupplies, 
and  difencumber  myfelf  of  the  lick, 
without  rifking  my  efcorts,  or  buffer¬ 
ing  myfelf  uybe  attacked  at  a  difad- 
vantage,  fliould  the  enemy  have 
eroded  the  Congaree. 

Notwithffanding  every  exertion 
being  made  to  gain  intelligence  of 
the  enemy’s  fltuation,  they  rendered 
it  impoffible,  by  way-laying  the  by¬ 
paths  and  pafles  through  the  different 
iwamps  ;  and  even  detained  different 
flags  of  truce  which  I  had  lent  on 
public  bufinefs  on  both  ffdes. 

About  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning 
I  received  intelligence  by  two  de- 
ierters,  who  left  general  Greene’s 
camp  the  preceding  evening  about 
feven  miles  from  this  place  f  and, 
from  their  report,  the  rebel  army 
con  lifted  of  near  4000  men,  with 
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a  numerous  body  of  cavalry,  and 
four  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time  I  received  in¬ 
formation  by  major  Coffin,  whom  I 
had  previoufly  detached  with  140 
infantry  and  50  cavalry,  in  order  to 
gain  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  that 
they  appeared  in  force  in  his  front, 
then  about  four  miles  from  my 
camp. 

Finding  the  enemy  in  force  fo 
near  me,  I  determined  to  fight  them, 
as  from  their,  numerous  cavalry,  a 
retreat  feemed  to  me  to  be  attended 
with  dangerous  confequences  :  I  im¬ 
mediately  formed  the  line  of  battle, 
with  the  right  of  the  army  to  the 
Eutaw  branch,  and  its  left  croffing 
the  road  leading  to  Roache’s  planta¬ 
tion,  leaving  a  corps  on  a  command¬ 
ing  fltuation  to  cover  the  Charles- 
Town  road,  and  to  aeff  occaffonally 
as  a  refer ve. 

About  nine  o’clock  the  atffion  be¬ 
gan  on  the  right,  and  boon  aftei- 
became  general. 

Knowing  that  the  enemy  were 
mu/:h  fuperior  in  numbers,  and  at 
the  fame  time  finding  that  they  at¬ 
tacked  with  their  militia  in  front,  in¬ 
duced  me  not  to  alter  my  petition, 
unlefs  I  faw  a  certain  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  it ;  fox  by  moving  for¬ 
wards,  I  expofed  both  flanks  of  the, 
army  to  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which 
I  faw  ready  formed  to  take  that  ad¬ 
vantage,  particularly  on  the  left, 
which  obliged  me  to  move  the  re- 
ferve  to  fupport  it. 

By  fome  unknown  mi  flake,  the 
left  of  the  line  advanced,  and  drove 
their  militia  and  North  Carolinians 
before  them  *  but  miexpedfediy  find¬ 
ing  the  Virginian  and  Maryland  lines 
ready  formed,  and  at  the  fame  time 
receiving  a  heavy  fire,  occafioned 
fome  confufion.  It  was,  therefore, 
neceflary  to  retire  a  little  diftance, 
to  an  open  field,  in  order  to  form, 
which  was  inftantly  done,  undar 
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cover  of  a  heavy  and  well-directed 
fire,  from  a  detachment  of  New- 
York  volunteers  under  the  command 
of  major  Sheridan,  whom  I  had  pre- 
vioufly  ordered  to  take  poft  in  the 
houfe,-  to  check  the  enemy,  fhould 
they  attempt  to  pafs  it. 

The  adtion  was  renewed  with  great 
fpirit ;  but  I  was  forry  to  find  that 
a  three-pounder,  polled  on  the  road 
leading  to  Roache’s,  had  been  dis¬ 
abled,  and  could  not  be  brought  off 
when  the  left  of  the  line  retired. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army  being 
compofed  of  the  flank  battalion,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  major  Majori- 
banks,  having  repulfed  and  drove 
every  thing  that  attacked  them, 
made  a  rapid  move  to  their  left,  and 
attacked  the  enemy  in  dank  ;  upon 
which  they  gave  way  in  all  quarters, 
leaving  behind  them  two  brafs  fix- 
pounders,  and  upwards  of  200  kill¬ 
ed  on  the  field  of  adtion,  and  fixty 
taken  prifoners,  amongft  whom  is 
colonel  Walhington  ;  and,  from  eve¬ 
ry  information,  about  800  wounded, 
although  they  contrived  to  carry 
them  off  during  the  adtion.  The 
enemy  retired  with  great  precipita¬ 
tion  to  a  firong  fituation,  about  fe- 
ven  miles  from  the  field  of  adtion, 
leaving  their  cavalry  to  cover  their 
retreat.  The  glory  of  the  day  would 
have  been  more  complete,  had  not 
the  want  of  cavalry  prevented  me 
from  taking  the  advantage  which 
the  gallantry  of  my  infantry  threw 
in  my  way. 

I  omitted  to  inform  your  lordfiiip, 
in  its  proper  place,  of  the  army’s 
having  for  fome  time  been  much  in 
want  of  bread,  there  being  no  old 
corn  or  mills  near  me.  I  was  there¬ 
fore  under  the  neeefiity  of  fending 
out  rooting  parties  from  each  corps, 
under  an  officer,  to  colledt  potatoes 
every  morning  at  day-break;  and 
unfortunately  that  of  the  flank  bat¬ 
talion  and  buffs,  having  gone  too 
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far  in  front,  fell  into  the  enemy’s 
hands  before  the  adtion  began,  which 
not  only  weakened  my  line,  but  in- 
created  their  number  of  prifoners. 

Since  the  adtion,  our  time  has 
been  employed  in  taking  care  of  the 
wounded  ;  and  finding  that  the  ene¬ 
my  have  no  intention  to  make  a  fe- 
cond  attack,  I  have  determined  to 
cover  the  wounded  as  far  as  Monk's 
corner  with  the  army. 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to 
lieutenant- colonel  Cruger,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  front  line,  for  his  con- 
dudt  anti  gallantry  during  the  adtion  : 
and  to  lieutenant-colonel  Allen,  ma¬ 
jors  Dawfon,  Steward,  Sheridan,  and 
Coffin,  and  to  captains  Kelly  and 
Campbell,  commanding  the  differ¬ 
ent  corps  and  detachments ;  and 
every  other  officer  and  foldler  ful¬ 
filled  the  feparate  duties  of  their  fta- 
tions  with  great  gallantry  :  but  t«# 
major  Majoribanks,  and  the  flank 
battalion  under  his  command,  I  think 
the  honour  of  the  day  is  greatly  due. 
My  warm  eft  praife  is  due  to  captain 
Barry,  deputy  adjutant-general,  ma¬ 
jor  of  brigade  Coxon,  lieutenant 
Ranken,  affiftant  quarter-mafter  ge¬ 
neral,  .  and  to  adding  major  of  brigade 
Roorback,  for  the  great  affiftance 
they  rendered  me  during  the  day. 

I  hope,  my  lord,  when  it  is  con¬ 
fide  red  that  fuch  a  handful  of  men 
were  attacked  by  the  united  force  of 
generals  Greene,  Sumpter,  Marion, 
Sumner  and  Pickens,  and  the  legi¬ 
ons  of  colonels  Lee  and  Walhington, 
driving  them  from  the  field  of  battle, 
and  taking  the  only  two  fix-pound¬ 
ers  they  had,  delerves  fome  merit. 

Inclofed  are  the  returns  of  the 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  of  his 
majefty’s  troops. 

From  the  number  of  corps  and  de¬ 
tachments  which  appears  to  have 
been  engaged,  it  may  be  fuppofed 
our  force  was  great ;  but  your  lord- 
ft  lip  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the 
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army  was  mucb  reduced  by  ficknefs, 
and  otherwife.  I  hope  your  lord- 
fhip  will  excufe  any  inaccuracy  that 
may  be  in  this  letter,  as  I  have  been 
a  good  deal  indifpofed  by  a  wound 
which  I  received  in  my  left  elbow, 
which/,  though  flight,  from  its  fitua- 
tion  is  troublefome.  It  will  give  me 
mo  ft  lingular  pleafure  if  my  conduct 
meets  with  the  approbation  of  his 
majefiy,  that  of  your  lordlhip,  and 
my  country. 

(Total  of  the  killed,  4 wounded ,  and 
miffing,  in  the  army  commanded  by 
lieutenant- colonel  filler  under  S  t  ew  - 
art,  in  the  action  at  Rut  anus,  Sep¬ 
tember  8 ,  1 7  8 1 . 

Three  commiffioned  officers,  6  fer- 
jeants,  i  drummer,  75  rank  and  file 
killed;  1 6  commiffioned  officers,  20 
ferjeants,  2  drummers,  3  1 3  rank  and 
file,  wounded;  10  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  15  ferjeants,  8  drummers, 
224  rank  and  file,  miffing, 
j Names  of  officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
sniffing > 

Cavalry.  Cornet  V  anhorne, 
wounded. 

Flank  Battalion.  Lieut.  Huck- 
man,  19th  regiment  light  infantry, 
killed ;  lieut.  lord  Edward  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  19th  regiment,  ditto ;  lieut. 
Anketie,  3  th  regiment,  wound¬ 
ed. 

The  Buffs.  Lieut.  Bukvvith,  kill¬ 
ed  ;  hon.  major  Leilie,  wounded  ; 
lieut.  Douglas  Hamilton,  miffing 
and  prifoner. 

63d  Regiment.  Lieut.  Campbell 
and  Lloyd,  and  enfign  Murray, 
wounded ;  capt.  St.  Leger,  miffing, 
wounded  and  prifoner ;  lieut.  Bea- 
croft,  miffing  and  prifoner. 

64th  Regiment.  Lieut.  Graham 
and  Cofwell,  wounded  ;  enfign  La- 
ton,  miffing,  wounded  and  prifoner, 
fince  dead ;  capt.  Strong,  miffing 
and  prifoner. 

84th  Regiment.  Capt.  Robert 
Campbell,  wounded. 
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New  Jerfcy  Volunteers.  Captain* 
Barbarie  and  lieut.  Troup,  wounded; 
lieut.  Troup  fince  dead. 

iff  Battalion  Delancey’s.  Lieut. 
Cunningham,  miffing  and  prifoner. 

Provincial  Light  Infantry.  Capt. 
Shaw,  wounded,  fince  dead  ;  capt* 
Bulkirk,  lieut.  Cox,  and  enfigti 
Montgomery,  wounded ;  lieut.Evans, 
enfigns  Reed  and  Blaaw,  adjutant 
Murray,  miffing  and  prifoners. 

Staff.  Capt.  Barry,  miffing,  wound¬ 
ed  and  prifoner,  deputy-adjutant-ge¬ 
neral. 

(Signed)  M.  Coxon,  Major  of 
Brigade. 

8.  This  being  the  day  appointed  for 
a  folemn  faff,  the  fame  was  obferved 
as  ufual.  Their  majefUes  attended 
divine  fervice  at  the  chapel-royal, 
and  heard  a  fermon  preached  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Kaye,  fub- almoner. 

The  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  preach¬ 
ed  a  fermon  on  the  fame  occafion  in 
Weltminfter-abbey,  before  the  lord 
chancellor,  five  temporal,  and  ten 
fpi ritual  lords.  As  did  the  rev.  Dr* 
Dampier  before  the  fpeaker  and  fe« 
veral  members  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  at  St.  Margaret’s  church. 

12.  On  Wednefday  laft,  the  6th 
inflant,  the  floor  fuddenly  gave  way 
in  a  room  adjoining  to  the  mufic* 
hall  in  Filhamble-ftreet,  Dublin,  at 
a  moment  when  upwards  of  400 
perfons  were  affembled,  to  confider 
of  a  proper  perfon  to  reprefent  the 
city  in  parliament ;  and  the  whol^ 
company,  excepting  a  few  perfons 
neareft  the  fides,  fell  with  it  to  the 
depth  of  twenty  feet.  The  fhrieks 
and  groans  of  the  miferable  croud 
who  lay  crufhing  each  other  are  not 
to  be  defcribed.  No  perfons  were 
killed  outright ;  but  very  few  es¬ 
caped  without  hurt.  The  horror  of 
fuch  a  lcene,  where  fo  many  people 
lay  crufhed  together  with  legs,  arms, 
and  joints  broken  or  diflocated,  fur- 
paffes  all  defcription. 
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22.  This  day  was  tried  before  the 
tight  hon,  earl  Mansfield  an  ablion 
of  crim.  con.  wherein  fir  Richard 
Woriley,  bare,  was  plaintiff,  and 
Maurice  George  Billet,  eiq.  defend¬ 
ant.  The  jury,  in  (lead  of  io,oool. 
fued  for,  gave  only  one  fliilling  da¬ 
mages. 

24.  On  the  10th  of  this  month  a 
dreadful  hurricane  arofe  at  Corunna 
in  Spain,  by  which  more  than  thirty 
veffels  perifhed.  The  lea  fwelled 
to  a  tremendous  height,  and  many 
lioufes,  warehoufes,  &c.  were  waffl¬ 
ed  away. 

26.  This  day  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  ten  convibts 
received  fentence  of  death. 

0 
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2.  This  day  an  order  was  ilTued 
from  the  privy  council,  for  the  en¬ 
largement  of  Melf.  Gouverneur  and 
Curzon  from  their  confinement,  on 
condition  of  their  giving  bail  for 
their  appearance,  limilar  to  that  en¬ 
tered  into  lome  time  fmee  by  Mr. 
Laurens. 

Admiralty -Office^  March  2,  1782. 
Lx  trail  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore 

f oh  n ft  one  to  Mr,  Stephens ,  dated  on 

hoard  the  Diana ,  at  Spit  be  ad,  Feb, 

28,  1782. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you  of  my  arrival  at  Spithead  in  his 
rnajefty’s  frigate  Diana,  after  a  pat- 
fage  of  eight  days  from  Lifbon. 

We  have  brought  lieutenant  Reid 
of  the  Romney,  who  commanded 
the  D^nkbaarheyt  prize  taken  in 
Saldanay-bay,  together  with  Mr. 
Virgin,  a  Swedifli  officer,  midfhip- 
man  and  volunteer  in  the  Jupiter, 
who  was  likewife  faved  from  the 
laid  prize,  together  with  John  Doit- 
man,  John  Belfour,  Philip  Hodge, 
George  Lufignie,  and  Thomas  Roe, 
William  Richardfon,  William  Boyer, 
a^d  David  Fell.  They  report  that 
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the  Dankbaarheyt,  after  lofing  all 
her  mails  on  the  28th  of  January 
near  the  channel,  had  the  pumps 
choaked  on  the  29th,  that  file  gra¬ 
dually  filled  with  water  to  the  upper 
deck,  and  was  on  the  point  of  fink¬ 
ing  on  the  30th  at  dark,  when  they 
left  her  in  a  fmall  boat  during  a  hard 
gale  of  wind.  That  the  crew  had 
prepared  a  raft,  and  taken  every 
precaution  with  coolnefs  and  ablive 
intrepidity  ;  but  from  all  circum* 
fiances  I  can  entertain  little  hopes 
that  thev  could  furvive. 

j 

The  fmall  boat  was  forced  to  keep 
right  before  the  wind,  which  then 
blew  from  N.  N.  E.  Next  morn¬ 
ing,  at  ten  o’clock,  after  running 
about  eighty  miles  to  the  fouthward, 
the  weather  became  temperate,  and 
they  were  taken  up  by  a  Swedifh 
brig  bound  to  Leghorn,  who  was 
prevailed  upon,  by  a  premium  given 
by  a  bill,  to  run  off  the  bar  of  Lif¬ 
bon,  and  to  fend  them  into  the  Ta¬ 
gus  by  a  fifiiing  boat. 

1  1.  This  day  the  river  Clyde  rofe 
higher  than  has  ever  been  known 
in  the  memory  of  man.  In  Glaf- 
gow  the  waters  reached  half  way 
up  the  Salt  Market. 

Admiralty -Office  i  March  12,  1 782. 

This  morning  captain  Henry  Ed¬ 
win  Stanhope,  late  of  his  majefty’a 
fliip  the  Rufiel,  arrived  here  from 
rear  admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  bart« 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Barfleur,  Bafie-Terre  Road,  the 
7th  of  laft  month,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  extract : 

The  defign  of  the  count  de  Grafie 
was  moil  undoubtedly  againft  Bar- 
badoes,  could  he  have  got  to  wind¬ 
ward  ;  but,  failing  of  that,  owing  to 
firong  eafferly  winds,  and  a  lee  cur¬ 
rent,  he  bent  his  courfe  to  this 
ifiand. 

The  moment  his  views  were  made 
known  to  me,  I  quitted  Carlifle- 
Bay,  and  got  oft*  Englifii  Harbour, 

with. 
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with  all  the  hafte  in  my  power  ; 
where  I  could  only  hear  of  a  formi¬ 
dable  attack  being  made  upon  St* 
Chriftopher’s,  without  any  certain 
information  of  the  enemy’s  fea  or 
land  force.  I  anchored  in  St.  John’s 
road,  and  the  Prudent  having  join¬ 
ed  me,  I  failed  on  the  23d  in  the 
evening  with  twenty-two  fail  of  the 
line,  and  was  dole  off  the  fouth-eaft 
end  of  Nevis,  at  daylight  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  directed  the  fquadron 
to  be  formed  in  order  of  battle,  with 
a  defign  of  attacking  the  enemy  at 
anchor,  if  I  faw  it  pradiicable  to 
any  advantage.  But  the  fignal  for 
the  line  a-head  was  no  fooiier  thrown 
out  than  rear-admiral  Drake  made 
that  for  fpeaking  with  me,  and 
brought  to  ;  I  did  the  fame,  and 
foon  learnt  he  only  repeated  the  fig- 
nal  of  the  Alfred  in  the  rear;  and 
that  that  (hip  had  run  on  board  the 
Nyfnphe,  and  aim  oft  cut  her  afun- 
der.  It  was  reported  to  me  that 
each  had  received  fo  much  damage, 
as  to  be  unable  to  keep  the  fea.  I 
immediately  ordered  a  fiirvey  on 
both,  and  was  happy  to  find  the  Al¬ 
fred  could  be  put  in  a  date  for  pre- 
fent  fervice  in  the  courfe  of  the  day 
and  following  night ;  bu  ttheNymphe 
could  not.  I  therefore  United  the 
troops  file  had  on  board,  to  another 
frigate,  and  ordered  her  to  Englifh 
Harbour  where  fhe  arrived  fafe.  This 
misfortune  to  the  Alfred,  obliged 
me  to  remove  her  from  being  the 
leading  fliip  into  the  center  of  my 
line,  and  to  place  the  St.  Alban’s  in 
her  room.  That  morning  the  look- 
out  frigate  a-head  fell  in  with  and 
took  a  very  large  king’s  cutter  of 
16  fix  pounders,  but  leven  months 
old  ;  and  commanded  by  a  knight 
of  Malta,  She  is  named  L’Efpion  : 
fhe  came  from  Martinique  about 
thirty  hours  before,  and  was  full  of 
fhells  and  other  ordnance  ftores.  In 
the  afternoon  the  count  de  Grade 
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quitted  this  road,  and  kept  a  few 
miles  to  leeward  of  me  the  whole 
night. 

At  daylight  we  plainly  difcovered 
33  fail  of  the  enemy’s  Blips,  29  of 
which  of  two  decks  formed  in  a  line 
a-head.  I  made  every  appearance 
of  an  attack,  which  threw  the  count 
de  Grade  a  little  from  the  fhore ; 
and  as  I  thought  I  had  a  fair  prop¬ 
ped!:  of  gaining  the  anchorage  he 
left,  and  well  knowing  it  was  the 
only  chance  I  had  of  faving  the  ifland, 
if  it  was  to  be  faved,  fpuflied  for  it* 
and  fucceeded,  by  having  my  rear 
and  part  of  the  center  engaged. 

The  enemy  gave  a  preference  to 
commodore  Affleck  ;  but  he  kept  up 
fo  noble  a  fire,  and  was  fo  fupported 
by  his  feconds,  captain  Cornwallis 
and  lord  Robert  Manners,  that  the 
loft  and  damages  fuftaiiied  in  thofe 
Blips  were  very  trifling,  and  they 
very  much  preferved  the  other  Blips 
in  the  rear.  The  Prudent  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  her  wheel  Biot 
to  pieces  the  firft  broadfide,  which 
occafioned  her  lofs  to  exceed  that  of 
'any  other  Blip. 

W ould  the  event  of  a  battle  have 
determined  the  fate  of  the  ifland,  1 
would,  without  hefitation,  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy,  from  my  know¬ 
ledge  how  much  was  to  be  expedted 
from  anEnglifli  fquadron,  command¬ 
ed  by  men,  amongft  whom  is  no 
other  contention  than  who  fhould  be 
mod  forward,  in  rendering  Services 
to  his  king  and  country.  Herein  I 
placed  the  utmofi:  confidence,  and 
fliould  not,  I  fully  trull,  have  been 
difappointed. 

I  anchored  his  majefty’s  fquadron 
in  a  clofe  line  a-head  ;  but  commo¬ 
dore  Affleck  having  acquainted  me, 
that  the  Bedford  had  driven  off  the 
bank,  I  ordered  her  into  the  van. 

Next  morning, about  eight  o’clock, 
I  was  attacked  from  van  to  rear, 
with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy, 
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(29  fail)  for  nearly  two  hours,  with¬ 
out  having  the  leaft  vifibie  impref- 
hon  made  upon  my  line.  The 
French  fhips  then  wore,  and  Food 
oft'  again,  and  in  the  afternoon  be¬ 
gan  a  fecond  attack  upon  my  cen¬ 
ter  and  rear,  with  no  better  mccefs 
than  before  :  fince  which  the  count 
de  Grafle  has  kept  at  a  fafe  diftauce. 
Many  of  the  French  fhips  mult  have 
buffered  very  confiderably,  and  the 
Ville  de  Paris  was  upon  the  heel 
all  the  next  day,  covering  her  ihot 
holes. 

By  information  from  the  fhore, 
the  French  fhips  have  lent  to  St. 
Euftatius  upwards  of  1  co  wounded 
men. 

I  think  my  lit  nation  perfectly  fe- 
cure  here  aga.inft  the  enemy’s  prefent 
forge,  fupeiior  as  it  is  ;  and  am  hap¬ 
py  to  find,  by  a  letter  I  have  receiv¬ 
ed  from  governor  Shirley,  that  Brim- 
ftone-hill,  to  which  his  excellency 
retired,  is  in  the  molt  peifedt  iecu- 
rity.  I  have  not  a  thought  of  mov¬ 
ing,  and  think  the  count  de  Grade 
will  not  venture  to  attack  me  again, 
unlefs  he  fhould  attempt  fomething 
by  ftre-veffels,  which  I  am  prepared 
again  ft  as  much  as  poffible.  If  there¬ 
fore  Brim fton e-hill  can  hold  out, 
which  I  have  not  a  doubt  of,  the 
marquis  de  Bouille,  (who  landed 
with  8000  men  upon,  the  ifiand)  as 
well  as  the  count  de  Grade,  will, 

I  think,  be  glad  to  retire.  When 
1  lent  an  officer  to  Brimllone-hiil, 
he  was  accompanied  by  general 
Prefcott,  (who  embarked  with  the 
28th  regiment,  and  two  companies 
Qt  the  13th,  from  Antigua,  at  my 
requeft,  knowing  well  Briinllone- 
hiil  and  every  part  of  the  ifiand)  who 
brought  the  following  meftage  from 
that  brave  old  foidier  gen.  Frafer: 
‘4  That  as  he  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  come  with  troops  to  his  affift- 
ance,  he  fhould  doubtlefs  be  glad 
**  of  the  honour  of  feeing  him  j  but 
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il  that  he  was  in  no  want  of  him  or 
“  his  troops.5'  Upon  my  being 
made  acquainted  with  this  fpirited. 
meftage  from  general  Frafer,  I  pro- 
poled  to  general  Prefcott  his  taking 
a  poll  on  fhore  in  the  vicinity  of  Baffe 
Terre,,  and  offered  to  land  two  bat¬ 
talions  of  marines,  of  700  each,  rank 
and  fde,  with  the  bpth  regiment, 
which,  with  the  28th  regiment, 
and  the  two  companies  of  the  13th, 
would  make  a  body  of  2400  men. 
His  anfwer  was,  he  did  not  think 
it  pradfi cable  to  maintain  a  poft,  but 
was  fanguine  in  his  withes  to  be  put 
on  fhore,  with  his  Antigua  troops 
and  the  69th  regiment.  They  were 
accordingly  landed  on  the  28th,  im¬ 
mediately  got  into  abtion ,  and  drove 
the  enemy  with  confiderable  lofs, 
He  remained  on  fhore  all  night,  and 
next  morning  the  marquis  de  Bouil¬ 
le  appeared  at  the  head  of  upwards 
of  4000  men  ;  but  not  caring  to 
attack  general  Prefcott,  on  a  hill  he 
pofieftfed  juft  to  the  eaftward  of  Fri¬ 
gate-Bay,  where  he  landed,  led  his 
troops  back  to  his  encampment  un¬ 
der  Brimftone-Hill :  and  as  it  then 
appeared  to  me,  that  no  folid  pur¬ 
pose  could  be  anfwered  by  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  our  troops  on  fiiore,  l 
fubmitted  it  to  the  general’s  confi- 
deration,  whether  it  would  not  be 
advifeable  to  reimbark,  and  he  rea¬ 
dily  concurring,  all  were  taken  off 
that  evening  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man.  The  general  had  about  forty 
killed  and  wounded  in  his  fkirmifh 
with  the  Irifh  brigade. 

General  Skene  landed  with  the 
69th  regiment,  and.  had  his  full  (hare 
in  putting  the  enemy  to  the  rout. 

All  communication  being  now  cut 
oft  with  Brimftone-Hill,  I  thought, 
it  expedient,  as  did  the  general  alfo, 
to  fend  him  and  the  Antigua  troops 
back,  and  they  failed  in  the  Con¬ 
vert  and  Fortunee  on  the  jft  in- 
ftant;. 


On 
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On  that  day  the  Tifiphone  joined 
me,  and  I  propofe  fhall  return  to 
England  with  an  account  of  the  li¬ 
quation  of  things  here,^  which  I 
think  it  of  importance  their  lordfhips 
fhould  know. 

I  fend  the  copy  of  my  line  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  an  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.  I  have  much  pleafure  in 
telling  you,  his  majefty’s  ihips  under 
$ny  command  are  very  immaterially 
'•injured  in  their  mails  and  yards, 
perfectly  healthy,  and  the  people  in 
the  higheft  fpirits. 

The  count  de  Grade  appeared  one 
day  with  thirty-two  two  decked  fnips 
(the  whole  of  the  prefent  force  in 
this  country),  and  another  with  only 
twenty-nine,  fo  that  I  imagine  two 
or  three  are  eonftantly  watering  at 
Old  Road. 

otal  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard 
his  majcfy's  jhips  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Sam.  Hood ,  hart,  in  an  action 
with  the  French  feet  on  the  25  th 
and  zbth  of  Jan.  1782. 

Killed  72 - Wounded  244. 

Officers  killed. 

Mr.  Cha.  Martin,  mailer  of  the 
Kefolution. 

Mr.  John  Chartres,  mailer  of  the 
Prudent. 

Officers  wounded. 

Lieut.  Elliot,  of  the  Ajax. 

Lieut.  Forfter,  of  Marines,  Centaur. 
Lieut.  Parey,  of  the  Montagu. 

Mr.  Raven,  Mailer  of  the  Montagu. 
Capt.  Strickland,  of  Marines,  Pru¬ 
dent. 

Lieut.  Griffiths,  of  Marines,  Pru¬ 
dent.  Sam.  Hood. 

Me  turn  of  killed  and  wounded  of  his 
maje/iy's  6c)th  regiment  on  the  2 B,/6 
.of  January,  1782. 

JCilled.  Captain  Rofs,  1  lerjeant, 

6  rank  and  idle. 

Wounded.  Capt.  Cunningham,  lieu¬ 
tenants  Brown  and  Clark,  enlisrn 
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Chambers,  1  lerjeant,  21  rank  and 
flip.  Sam.  Hood. 
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14.  Yeflerday  the  following  ma¬ 
lefactors  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
Edmund  Harris,  for  burglary,  Joh n 
Lucas,  for  robbery  on  the  highway, 
James  Riley,  for  robbing  on  the 
highway,  fhooting  at  Mr.  Ellingv, 
ham,  and  wounding  him  in  the 
back,  and  John  Coleman,  for  rob¬ 
bing  Mr.  Davanes,  in  the-  footpath 
leading  from  Pancras  to  Kentifh 
town. 

15.  A  flout  Dutch  privateer  was 
obferved  hovering  off  Sunderland,  in 
wait,  as  was  fuppofed.  lor  the  col¬ 
liers  that  were  juft  ready  to  fail  * 
when  the  towns -people  procured 
fome  guns  and  put  them  on  board 
two  empty  veifels,  which  they 
manned  with  a  number  of  refolute 
fellows,  who  ran  the  Dutchman  on 
board  before  he  was  prepared,  and 
without  lofing  a  man  boarded  and 
brought  him  into  harbour. 

22.  This  day  thirty-eight  of  tbs 
Carmarthen  militia  were  caft  away 
on  the  banks  of  Barn  liable,  and  all 
perifhed  except  two.  They  were  re¬ 
turning  from  their  furl ows  when  this 
unhappy  accident  happened. 

Whitehall,  March  26,  1782. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable 
general  Murray ,  governor  of  Mi¬ 
norca,  to  the  earl  of  HUfborough , 
one  of  his  majefy-s  principal  fee  ro¬ 
taries  of  fate ,  received  hy  captain 
Don ,  March  19. 

Minorca ,  February  16,  1782, 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your 
lordfhip,  that  Fort  St.  Philip’s  was 
fur  rendered  to  his  catholic  mnjefly 
the  15th  inftant.  The  capitulation 
accompanies  this.  I  flatter  myfelf 
all  Europe  will  agree  the  brave  gar- 
rifon  {hewed  uncommon  heroifm, 
and  that  thirft  for  glory,  which  has 
ever  diftinguifhed  the  troops  of  my 
royal  mailer.  Our  neceffiiry  guards 
required  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
men,  the  night  before  the  capitula¬ 
tion  j 
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tion  ;  the  whole  number  able  to  car¬ 
ry  arms  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and 
ifixty  only,  of  courfe  there  were  none 
for  piquet,  and  a  defedl  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy  to  relieve  the 
guards,  as  is  evident  by  the  returns. 
The  moft  inveterate  fcurvy,  which  I 
believe  ever  has  infedted  mortals,  re¬ 
duced  us  to  this  fituation.  The  re¬ 
ports  of  the  faculty  fully  .explain  the 
dreadful  havock  it  made,  and  that 
three  days  farther  obftinacy  on  my 
part  muft  have  inevitably  deftroy- 
ed  the  brave  remains  of  this  gar- 
rifon,  as  they  declare  there  was  no 
remedy  for  the  men  in  the  hofpitals, 
but  vegetables  ;  and  that  of  the  fix 
hundred  and  fixty  able  to  do  duty, 
five  hundred  and  iixty  were  actually 
tainted  with  the  fcurvy,  and,  in  all 
likelihood,  would  be  in  the  hofpitals 
in  four  days  time.  Such  was  the  un¬ 
common  fpirit  of  the  king’s  foldiers, 
that  they  concealed  their  diforders 
and  inability  rather  than  go  into  the 
,  hofpitals ;  feveral  men  died  on  guard, 
after  having  flood  fen  try  ;  their  fate 
,  was  not  ditcovered  till  called  upon 
tor  the  relief,  when  it  came  to  their 
turn  to  mount  again.  Perhaps  a 
more  noble,  nor  a  more  tragical 
fcene,  was  never  exhibited,  than  that 
\  of  the  march  of  the  garrifon  of  St. 
Philip’s  through  the  Spanifh  and 
French  armies.  It  con  lifted  of  no 
more  than  fix  hundred  old  decrepid 
foldiers,  two  hundred  feamen,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  of  the  royal  ar¬ 
tillery,  twenty  Corficans,  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  Greeks,  Turks,  Moors,  jews, 
&cc.  The  two  armies  were  drawn  up 
in  two  lines,  the  battalions  fronting 
each  other,  forming  a  way  for  us  to 
march  through  :  they  confided  of 
fourteen  thoufana  men,  and  reached 
from  the  glacis  to  George-Town, 
where  our  battalions  laid  down  their 
arms,  declaring  they  furrendered 
them  to  God  alone,  having  the  con- 
fblation  to  know,  the  vidtors  could 


not  plume  themfelves  in  taking  an 
hofpital.  Such  was  the  diftreffing* 
figures  of  our  men,  that  many  of 
the  Spanifh  and  French  troops  are 
laid  to  have  fired  tears  as  they  pafied. 
them  :  the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  the 
baron  de  Falkenhayn  declare  it  is 
true :  I  cannot  aver  this,  but  think 
it  was  very  natural :  for  my  own 
part,  I  felt  no  uneafinefs  on  this  oc- 
cafion  but  that  which  proceeded  from 
the  miferable  diforder  which  threat¬ 
ened  us  with  aeftru&ion.  Thanks 
to  the  Almighty,  my  apprehenfions 
are  now  abated ;  the  humanity  of 
the  due  de  Crillon  (whofe  heart  was 
moft  fenlihly  touched  by  the  mifi- 
fortunes  of  fuch  brave  men)  has  gone 
even  beyond  my  wiflies  in  providing 
every  thing  which  can  contribute  to 
our  recovery.  The  Spanifh  as  well 
as  the  French  furgeons  attend  our 
hofpitals.  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  baron  de  Falkenhayn,  who 
commands  the  French  troops.  We 
owe  infinite  obligations  to  the  count 
de  Crillon :  they  can  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  by  any  of  us.  I  hope  this 
young  man  never  will  command  an 
army  againft  my  fovereign,  for  his 
military  talents  are  as  confpicuous 
as  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart. 

Lifts  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
with  the  number  of  our  guns  which 
were  deftroyed  by  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
tering  artillery,  which  confifted  of 
109  pieces  of  cannon,  and  36  mor¬ 
tars,  are  inclofed.  I  ftiall  wait  here 
<  Ktil  I  fee  the  laft  man  of  my  noble 
garrifon  fafely  and  commodioufly 
embarked.  If  my  accompanying 
them  in  a  tranfport  to  England, 
could  be  of  the  ifnalleft  fervice  to 
any  of  them,  I  would  chearfuliy  go 
with  them  by  fea ;  but  as  I  can  be 
of  no  farther  ufe  to  them  after  they 
are  on  board  fhip,  1  trull  his  ma- 
jelly  will  approve  of  my  going  , to 
Leghorn  to  bring  home  with  me  my 
wife  and  my  children,  who  fled  to 
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Italy  the  evening  of  the  day  the 
Spanifh  army  landed  on  the  ifiand. 

My  aid  de  camp,  captain  Don, 
will  have  the  honour  to  prefent  this 
letter  to  your  lordftiip.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  moll  minute 
circumifance  relative  to  the  lieg*e,  is 
an  intelligent,  diilinguifhed  officer, 
and ,  is.  furniflied  with  copies  of  all 
the  papers  I  have,  which  he  will  lay 
before  your  lordffiip,  if  requiiite. 

The  captains  Savage,  Boothby, 
and  Don,  of  the  5 1  ft  reg.  lieutenant 
Mercier,  of  ditto,  lieutenant  Botti- 
cher,  of  Goldacker’s  regiment,  and 
lieutenant  Douglas,  the  engineer, 
are  exchanged  for  the  officers  we 
made  prifoners  at  Cape  Mola. 

Colonel  Pringle  and  his  nephew 
lieutenant  Pringle,  are  to  be  left 
hoftages  until  the  tranfports  return, 
agreeably  to  the  capitulation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  truth  and  regard, 

My  Lord, 

Your  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient 
and  moll  humble  fervant, 

Ja.  Murray. 

P.  S.  It  would  be  unjuft  and  un¬ 
grateful,  was  I  not  to  declare,  that 
from  the  beginning  to  the  lafl  hour 
of  the  fiege,  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  artillery,  and 
likewife  the  featnen,  diftinguifhed 
themfelves.,  I  believe  the  world  can¬ 
not  produce  more  expert  gunners 
and  bombardiers  than  thole  who 
ferved  at  this  fiege,  and  I  am  fure 
the  failors  fhewed  uncommon  zeal. 
It  is  necefiary  likewife  to  declare, 
that  no  garrifon  was  ever  nourifhed 
with  better  fait  provifions,  of  all 
kinds,  than  we  had  fent  to  us  from 
England  ;  frefh  vegetables  we  could 
not  have;  but  we  had  plenty  of 
peafe,  good  bread  and  rice,  with 
currants  and  raifins ;  and  left  in  the 
fort  fix  months  full  allowance  of  all 
kinds,  although  a  magazine,  con¬ 


taining  fix  months  more,  was  bstrnt 
by  the  enemy’s  ffiells. 

Ja.  Murray. 

The  firfi:  articles  of  a  capitulation 
which  were  propofed  by  general 
Murray  were  rejected  by  the  duke 
de  Crillon  in  the  following  terms. 

The  order  which  I  have  from  my 
court  forbidding  me  to  liften  to  any 
capitulation,  except  under  the  ex- 
prefs  condition,  that  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  St.  Philip’s  fhall  be  prifoners  of 
war,  I  am  under  the  obligation  to 
return  his  excellency  general  Mur¬ 
ray  the  articles  which  he  propofes  to 
me  ;  but  ]  am  very  forry  I  have  not 
an  opportunity  to  make  known  to 
him  my  defive  for  the  prefervation  of 
his  men,  and  particularly  the  efieem 
with  which  his  perfon  and  his  brave 
garrifon  have  infpired  me. 

B.  B.  Due  de  Crjxlon1* 
Mahon ,  February  4,  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  morning* 

Farther  articles  of  capitulation  propofed 
by  his  excellency  general  Murray  to 
his  excellency  the  duke  de  Crillon , 
dated  Fort  St.  Philip’ February 
2,  1782,  at  eight  o’clock  at  night ; 
voith  the  anfwers  of  the  duke  de 
Crillon  to  the  lajl  articles  propofed  by 
general  Murray ,  dated  Mahon ,  Fe¬ 
bruary  1,  1782,  at  ten  at  night. 
Article  1.  As  his  excellency  the 
duke  de  Crillon,  by  the  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  of  his  fovereign,  cannot  receive 
the  garrifon  but  as  prifoners  of  war, 
his  excellency  the  honourable  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  James  Murray  con- 
lents  to  furrender  the  garrifon  agree- 
bly  to  the  duke  de  Crillon’s  infiruc- 
tions  from  his  court ;  but  he  experts 
the  duke  de  Crillon  will  allow  the 
garrifon  to  march  out  of  it  with  all 
the  honours  of  war  he  has  requited 
in  th^  fecond  article  of  thofe  he  fent 
to  the  duke,  which  is  by  no  means 
incompatible  with  his  excellency’s 
inftrudtions,  and  will  tend  more  to 
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bis  glory,  for  certainly  no  troops 
ever  gave  greater  proofs  of  heroifm 
than  this  poor  worn-out  garrifon  of 
St, Philip’s  caftle,  who  have  defended 
them  {elves  almoft  to  the  laft  man, 

Anfwer.  The  garrifon  (hall  be 
prifoners  of  war ;  but,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  conftancy  and  valour 
which  general  Murray  and  his  men 
have  fhown  in  their  brave  defence, 
they  {hall  be  permitted  to  go  out 
with  their  arms  ffiouldered,  drums 
beating,  lighted  matches,  and  co* 
lours  hying,  till,  having  marched 
through  the  mid  ft  of  the  army,  they 
{halt  lay  down  their  arms  and  co¬ 
lours  ;  and  moreover,  being  de.fi r- 
0113  °*  .giving  a  proof  of  my  high 
efteetn  for  the  general,  he  {hall  be 
allowed  a  covered  boat. 

ll.  Gene  ral  Murray  defires  the 
garrifon  may  be  allowed  to  return  to 
England,  prifoners  of  war,  in  tranf- 
ports  furnifhed  by  the  king  of  Spain, 
but  paid  by  the  king  of  England  ; 
and  that  the  troops  fhall  be  victual¬ 
led,  while  they  remain  on  the  ifland, 
till  the  transports  are  got  ready  for 
them,  and  during  their  pail  age  to 
Great  Britain,  out  of  the  {lores  of 
the  garrifon,  at  the  fame  allowance 
for  each  man  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  receive  :  the  troops  of  the 
garrifon  are  likewife  to  be  allowed 
to  take  their  bedding  with  them  into 
the  tranfports. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

HI.  That  the  Corficans,  Greeks, 
&c.  are  to  be  tranfported  to  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  likewife  victualled  out  of 
the  {lores  of  the  garrifon,  at  the 
ufual  allowance :  the  tranfports  at 
the  expence  of  England. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

I V .  I  hat  the  general  thinks  that 
the  officers  fhould  follow  the  fate  of 
their  men,  and  therefore  will  not 
permit  any  officer  to  go  home  by 
land,  but  thole  whofe  health  requires 
it :  that  his  own  will  not  admit  of  a 
long,  fea -voyage ,  and  therefore  he 
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hopes  the  duke  de  Crillon  will  allow 
him  and  his  l'uite  to  go  to  Marfeil- 
les,  and  from  thence  to  England  ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  has  the  king 
of  France’s  pallport. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

V.  That  the  duke  de  Crillon 
may  depend  upon  it,  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  St.  Philip’s  {hall  not  lerve  dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  unlefs  they  are  regu¬ 
larly  exchanged)  or  a  cartel  fettled 
betwixt  the  belligerent  powers,  which 
may  liberate  them  from  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  not  ferving,  during  the  war. 

Anfwer.  The  confidence  which 
I  have  in  the  honour  of  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip, 
does  not  fuffer  me  to  doubt  of  their 
keeping  their  promife  not  to  ferve 
againft  Spain  and  her  allies,  until 
they  have  been  exchanged  by  Spain* 
either  man  for  man,  or  by  means 
of  a  cartel,  in  cafe  any  ftiould  be 
eftabliihed  bv  their  Catholic  and 
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Britannic  majefties,  for  the  officers 
{hall  be  prifoners  of  war  on  their  pa¬ 
role  of  honour,  given  in  writing  un¬ 
der  their  hands.  With  regard  to  the 
foldiers,  a  lift  of  their  names  muft 
be  made  out,  their  officers  fhall  ex¬ 
plain  to  them  the  obligation  they 
have  contracted  of  not  ferving  during 
the  war  till  they  have  been  ex- 
changed,  and  fit  all  warn  them  of  the 
penalty  of  death  they  will  be  pu- 
nifhed  with,  if  guilty  of  breaking 
the  obligation. 

VI;  That  the  duke  de  Criilon’s 
known  humanity  leaves  general  Mur¬ 
ray  no  doubt  that  his  excellency  will 
be  happy  to  allow  vegetables,  and 
every  poffible  refrefhment  to  be 
bought  in  the  markets  of  the  ifland, 
which  can  contribute  to  the  recovery 
of  the  fick  of  the  garrifon, 

Anfwer.  —  Granted. 

VII.  That  he  has  as  little  doubt 
that  his  excellency’s  generolity  will 
not  admit  of  allowing  the  officers, 
foldiers,  and  artificers  of  the  garrifon 
to  be  plundered  of  their  baggage, 
LB)  and 
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and  mal-treated  by  the  befieging  ar¬ 
my  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  propofes 
to  put  the  duke  de  Crillon  immedi- 
diately  in  pofTeffion  of  Marlbro’, 
Charles-Fort,  Queen’s  Redoubt,  and 
the  Kane  Lunette. 

An  fiver. — Granted. 

VIII.  That  the  Englifh  garrifon 
(hall  remain  poffeffed  of  the  other 
out-works  till  the  day  they  embark  ; 
and  that  no  infults  may  be  offered 
them  by  the  Spanifh  foldiers. 

Anfwer.  The  whole  garrifon 
fhall  early  to-morrow  morning  quit 
the  place,  to  be  conducted  to  Alcot, 
where  they  fhall  remain  till  they  are 
embarked,  and  every  attention  fhall 
be  paid  them,  which  their  defence 
and  valour  deferve. 

IX.  Hoftages  to  be  delivered  on 
both  fides  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  preceding  articles. 

Anfwer.  In  confequence  of  the 
zd  and  3d  preceding  articles,  which 
treat  of  the  tranfports  that  are  to  he 
furnifhed  by  Spain,  his  excellency 
general  Murray  fhall  name  fome 
principal  officers,  who  fliall  remain 
as  ho ff ages  till  the  return  of  the  faid 
tranfports. 

Mahon ,  Feb .  6,  1782. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

J.Mu  rray.B.B.Ducde  Crillon. 

Le  Bar.de  Falkenhayen, 
Mar.  de  Camp. Comm, 
les  Troupes  Francoiies. 

Felix  Buch. 

El  Marq^df.  CasaC  agigal. 

Don  Orazio  Borghese. 

El  Conde  de  Adjuentes. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  dur¬ 
ing  the  Jiege  of  Fort  St.  Philip's^, 
from  the  I  9/A  of  Auguf ,  1781,  to 
the  ^.th  of  February  1  1782,  inclufve » 
Killed.  Two  officers,  three  ferjeants, 
54  rank  and  file.  Total  59. 
Wounded.  1  $  officers,  10  ferjeants, 
124.  aank  and  file.  Total  149. 
Killed. — Marine  corps.  Lieutenant 
Davis  and  Crew. 


Wounded. —  51ft  reg.  colonel  Prin¬ 
gle, 'capt.  Savage,  lieutenants  Ful¬ 
ler  and  Hull,enfign  Naper. — 61ft 
ditto,  capt.  Muet.  —  Goldackers, 
lieut.  Botticher.— Royal-artillery, 
capt.  Fade,  lieutenants  Irwin  and 
Woodward.— Engineers,  Lieuts. 
D’Arcy  and  Johnfon. —  Marine 
corps,  captain  Harman,  lieutenant 
Hodges.— Coriicans,  capt.  Colle. 

Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 
HofpitalySt.  Philip*  sGaf tie )  Feb.  1 , 1782 
Sir, 

From  the  extraordinary  increafe 
of  the  fick  in  the  garrifon,  and  the 
little  progrefs  we  make  in  reducing 
that  evil,  we  judge  it  neceffary, 
both  on  account  of  the  public  fer~ 
vice,  as  well  as  our  own  credit,  to 
inform  your  excellency,  that  the  pre¬ 
vailing  difeafe,  the  fcurvy,  amongft 
the  troops  is  got  to  fuch  an  alarming 
height,  as  feems  to  us  to  admit  oi 
no  remedy  in  our  prefent  fituation  : 
every  means  has  been  tried  to  palli¬ 
ate  this  formidable  malady,  but  the 
daily,  and,  we  may  fay,  the  hourly 
falling  down  of  the  men,  baffles  all 
our  endeavours.  The  different  re¬ 
turns  of  the  fick  will  fflew  your  ex¬ 
cellency  the  truth  of  this  alfertion  s 
we  are  forry  to  add,  that  it  does  not 
appear  to  us,  that  any  one  now  in 
the  hofpiral  will  be  able  to  do  the 
fmalleff  duty  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumffiances,  where  no  vegetable  food 
is  to  be  had,  or  free  air. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Bee. 
(Signed)  Geo.  Monro,  Phyfx- 
cian-genera!. 

Wm,  Fellow^  Sur¬ 
geon-general. 

D.  M4Neille,  Surg. 
to  the  Naval  Hofpiral. 

R.  I.  Grimschel,  Sur* 
geon,  Pr.  Er. 

Rabille,  Goldacker’s. 

S.  Ford,  Royal  ArtiL 

Jas.  Hall  51ft  Reg. 

&  his  Excellency  the  Governor* 

Jd~ 


Admiralty -Office,  TV! arch  26,  1 78 2. 
Captain  Emeriti,  late  of  his  majefy* s 
ffiip  Sold  ay ,  arrived  this  morning 
at  this  office,  with  dif patches  to  Mr, 
Stephens,  from  rear-admiral  fir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood,  hart .  of  which 
lowing  are  extracts  : 

Barfleur ,  at  Sea,  Feb.  22,  1782. 
From  the  very  firong  a  flu  ranees 
governor  Shirley  gave  me  of  Brim- 
Hone-hill  being  in  a  Hate  of  the  moil 
perfedt  fecurity,  and,  from  the  fpi- 
rited  and  encouraging  meflage  fent 
by  general  Frafer  to  general  Pref- 
cott  on  the  24th  of  lad:  month,  I  had 
not  the  fm  all  eft  doubt  of  relieving 
the  ifland,  after  I  got  poffeffioii  of 
the  enemy’s  anchorage  at  Baffe-terre- 
road  ;  and  the  governor  having  ex- 
preffed  a  wifh  for  an  able  fea-officer 
and  a  few  feamen,  I  fent  captain 
Curgenven  and  lieutenant  Hare  (late 
of  the  Solebay)  who  were  eager  vo¬ 
lunteers,  with  thirty  men  in  two 
boats  to  endeavour  to  throw  them 
into  the  garrifon  in  the  night.  The 
oars  were  muffled,  and  every  pre¬ 
caution  ufed  that  not  the  lead:  noife 
fiiould  be  made  to  give  an  alarm  ; 
but  upon  putting  the  boat’s  Herns  to 
the  fhore,  volley  after  volley  of  muf- 
quetry  were  fired  at  them,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  return.  Two  nights 
after,  the  man  I  fil'd  fent  upon  the 
hill,  and  whom  captain  Curgenven 
took  with  him,  thought  he  could 
make  his  way  alone  to  the  garrifon  ; 
he  made  the  trial  in  a  fmall  canoe, 
bu  t  was  forced  to  return,  having 
been  fired  at  from  every  part  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  land.  On  the  fame  even¬ 
ing  lieutenant  Fayhie,  of  the  Ruffel, 
was  put  on  fhore  in  Red  Flag  Bay, 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland.  Mr. 
Fayhie,  knowing  every  acceffible 
ath  to  the  hill,  was  fanguine  in  his 
opes  of  being  able  to  reach  the 
garrifon ;  but  after  waiting  two 
nights,  found  it  iihpoffible,  and  re¬ 
turned. 


Upon  the  fignal’s  being  made  from 
the  hill,  on  the  8th,  that  the  enemy^s 
batteries  had  been  fuccefsful  in  da- 
magi ng  the  works  and  buildings,  that 
the  garrifon  was  reduced,  and  Ihort 
of  ordnahee  fiores,  I  was  eager  to 
make  farther  trials  to  get  dn  officer 
upon  the  hill;  and  captain  Curgen¬ 
ven  again  offering  his  fervice,  as  well 
as  captain  Bourne  of  the  marines,  I 
fent  them  away  that  evening  in  a 
fmall  boat,  towed  by  another  near 
the  place  they  expefted  to  land  ;  and 
after  being  oh  fhore  about  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  captain  Curgenven  returned* 
and  ordered  the  boats  on  board  ;  but 
neither  fucceeded  in  reaching  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  both  were  made  prifoners 
in  different  places. 

About  the  time  thefe  officers  left 
the  Barfleur,  lieutenant  Fayhie  was 
again  landed  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ifland,  being  defirous  of  making  an¬ 
other  trial  ;  but  as  he  is  not  yet  re¬ 
turned,  and  I  have  heard  nothing 
from  him,  1  conclude  he  was  taker! 
prifoner. 

I  was  extremely  defirous  of  getting 
an  officer  into  the  garrifon  juft  to 
fay,  I  was  very  confident  the  count 
de  Graffe  was  weary  of  his  fituation  ? 
and  as  the  marquis  de  Bouille  was 
deftroying  every  fort  and  magazine 
at  Baffe-Terre,  and  blew  up  theif 
very  foundations,  I  was  perfuaded 
he  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  and  that  if 
the  hill  could  holdout  ten  days  lon¬ 
ger,  the  ifland  mufi  be  faved. 

But  I  am  much  concerned  to  fay, 
that  captain  Robinfon  of  the  15th 
regiment,  in  the  evening  of  the  13th, 
came  on  board  the  Barfleur,  to  en¬ 
quire  for  general  Prefcott,  being 
charged  with  a  letter  for  him  from 
governor  Shirley  and  general  Frafer, 
acquainting  him  of  their  having 
furrendered  the  garrifon  to  the 
arms  of  the  French  king  that  morn* 
ing. 

(B  2)  The 
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The  information  I  got  from  cap-, 
4ain  Robinfon  is  as  follows 
4t  That  he  was  font  to  Monf.  S.  Si¬ 
mon  at  feven  in  the  evening  of  the 
1 2th,  to  propofe  a  ceffation  of  arms : 
at  the  fanie  hour  another  officer  was 
lent  on  the  fame  errand  to  the  mai- 
quis  de  Bouille  ;  and  fo  eager  was 
the  marquis  to  get  poffeffion  of  the 
hill,  that  he  granted  all  that  was 
afked,  and  the  terms  were  agreed  to 
at  his  (captain  Robinfon’s)  return  to 
the  .garrifon  at  midnight. ”  I  en¬ 
quired  it  -no  article  was  ftipulated 
for  my  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  date  of  the  garrifon  before  the 
furrender  took  place ;  and,  to  my 
very  great  furprile,  was  anfwered  in 
the  negative. 

On  the  14th  the  enemy’s  fleet  an¬ 
chored  off  Nevis,  confiding  of  the 
Villede  Paris,  fix  fnips  of  80  guns, 
twenty -three  of  74 ,  and  four  of  64  : 
one  64  was  at  Old  Road,  and  an¬ 
other  at  Sandy-Point  ;  the  Triom- 
phant  and  Brave  had  joined  from 
Europe. 

Under  this  lituation  of  things,  I 
had  no  longer  any  buiinefs  in  Bafle- 
Terre  Road,  efpecially  as  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  get  guns  and  mor¬ 
tars  upon  a  height  that  would  annoy 
the  fhips  in  the  van  ;  aud  I  left  it 
that  night,  unperceived  1  imagine, 
as  not  one  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  was 
to  he  feen  in  the  morning. 

With  fo  vaft  a  fiiperiority  a  gain  ft 
me,  1  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to 
endeavour  to  join  fir  George  Rodney 
as  faff  as  I  was  able  ;  and  as  it  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  king’s 
fervice,  that  X  fhould  carry  his  ma- 
jefly’s  fquadron  to  him  in  as  per  left 
a  date  as  poffible,  I  judged  it  necei- 
fary,  in  order  that  every  fliip  fhould 
be  under  fail  as  nearly  as  poffible  at 
the  fame  moment,  for  the  better 
preferring*  a  compaft  body,  to  give 
directions  for  the  lquadron  to  cut, 
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in  which  rear-admiral .  Drake  mod 
readily  concurred,  and  thought 
highly  expedient  from  the  expect¬ 
ation  there  was  of  being  attacked  ; 
the  enemy’s  fhips  being  not  more 
than  five  miles  from  us,  and  their 
lights  very  didinftly  feen. 

Except  governor  Shirley’s  letter, 
and  the  meffage  general  Prefcott’s 
officer  brought  from  general  Frafer 
of  the  24th  of  lad  month,  I  never 
heard  a  fyllable  from  Brimdone- 
Hill,  or  from  any  one  perfon  in  the 
ifland  ;  and  what  is  dill  more  extra¬ 
ordinary  to  tell,  the  garrifon  in  all. 
probability  could  not  have  been  re¬ 
duced  but  lor  the  8  brafs  24  pound 
cannon,  2  thirteen  inch  brafs  mor¬ 
tars,  i50ofhells,  and  6000  twenty- 
four  pound  cannon-balls  *the  enemy 
found  at  the  foot  of  the  Hill,  which 
government  had  lent  out,  and  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  would 
not  give  a  proper  affi dance  for  getting 
up  :  for  the  enemy’s  ffiip  with  the 
fhells  was  funk,  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  more  than  four  or  five  of 
a  day  could  be  fifhed  up  ;  and  L’Ef- 
pion,  in  which  were  all  the  fhells 
that  could  be  got  from  Martinique, 
was  taken  by  one  of  my  advanced 
frigates,  dole  under  Nevis,  in  the 
morning  I  did  appeared  off  the 
iiland. 

i  underdood  the  terms  of  the  fur- 
render  have  been  founded  on  the 
articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon 
at  the  reduftion  of  Pominique.  This 
is  all  X  am  able  to  tell  you  for  their 
lordfhips  information  :  and  I  am  far 
from  meaning,  in  the  mod  didant 
manner,  to  fugged  that  the  garrifon 
could  have  held  out  a  fingle  day 
longer,  as  I  am  told  the  works  arid 
buildings  were  a  heap  of  ruins,  and 
that  no  farther  defence  could  be  made 
with  the  lead  probable  profpeft  of 
luccefs. 

I  anchored  his  Majedy’s  fquadron 

in- 
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in  St.  John’s  Road  on  the  19th,  af¬ 
ter  fun-fet,  and  failed  again  this  noon 
to  feek  iir  George  Rodney  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  get  a  fupply  of  water. 
The  Fortune  and  Pegafus,  which  I 
left  to  watch  the  French  fleet,  have 
this  inflant  joined,  and  report  that 
36  fail  of  the  line  quitted  Bafleterre 
Road  yeflerday  morning,  with  up¬ 
wards  of  50  fail  of  brigs,  floops, 
and  fchooners,  and  fleered  for  Mar¬ 
tinique. 

£ xfraB  of  another  Letter  from  Sir 

Samuel  Hood ,  alfo  dated  February 

22,  1782. 

jufl  as  I  was  getting  under  fail 
from  St.  John’s  Road,  I  received 
theinclofed  papers  from  captain  Day, 
of  his  majefly’s  (loop  Surprize. 
Surprize ,  Car  life  Bay ,  Barbados 
Feb.  12 ,  1782. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Edgar  arrived 
here  the  1  ith,  at  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  giving  an  account  that  a 
French  fquadron  had  entered  the  ri¬ 
ver  Demerara,  and  that  our  fhips 
were  gone  up  to  Fort  I  Hand.  He 
was  charged  with  difpatches  from 
captain  Tahourden,  which  he  has 
deftroyed  ;  but  has  delivered  me  a 
Journal  of  his  proceedings. 

I  am,  &c.  Geo,  Day. 
Fo  Sir  Samuel  Hood ,  &c,  &c. 

ExtraB from  the  Journal  tranf?nitted 
in  the  Letter  aforementioned . 

Friday,  the  1  ft  of  February,  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Mr. 
Bocker,  a  Dutchman,  informed  me, 
that  Demarara  had  capitulated  on 
Thuriday,  the  31ft,  about  three  in 
the  afternoon. 

27.  Cooper  Hall,  for  robbing  the 
north  mail,  was  this  day  executed  at 
Nottingham  gallows,  purfuant  to 
his  fenience.  He  was  bred  a  flioe- 
maker,  and  at  that  bufinefs  he  fome- 
times  worked  as  a  journeyman,  at 
other  times  in.  the  line  of  a  mailer; 
fometimes  lie  ferved  as  a  waiter  at 
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the  afTe mb ly- room,  and  fometimesas 
a  gentleman’s  fervant.  He  firil  con¬ 
ceived  the  defign  of  robbing  the  mail 
in  October  laft ;  and  thought,  that 
if  he  could  make  himfelf  mailer  of 
200I.  he  fhould  be  made  tor  ever. 
He  artfully  laid  his  plot,  but  when 
he  fucceeded  in  the  firil  Hep.  he  was 
bewildered  in  the  next.  On  the  24th 
of  November  laft,  he  fet  out  from 
Newark  to  meet  the  poft-boy  coming 
from  the  north.  The  night  was 
cold  and  dark,  which  favoured  his 
defign.  When  he  heard  the  mail- 
cart  approaching,  he  turned  his  face 
about,  and  pretended  he  was  bound 
for  Newark,  and  prayed  the  boy  to 
take  up  a  traveller  who  was  benight¬ 
ed  ;  to  which,  after  fome  hefitation, 
the  boy  confented.  As  they  chatted 
along,  he  pulled  a  bottle  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  afked  the  boy  if  he 
would  take  a  fup,  which  the  lad 
readily  accepted.  Fie  had  previoufly 
prepared  this  draught  with  opium, 
which  loon  laid  the  lad  fail  aileep, 
and  then  he  opened  the  mail  and 
took  out  five  bags,  which  he  carried 
home,  and  examined  them  at  his 
leifure.  But  in  endeavouring  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  bills  he  was  icon  detefled, 
and  on  the  fulleft  evidence  convicted. 
From  his  former  character,  and  in- 
genuous  confeilion,  he  got  that  part 
of  his  fentence  remitted  by  which  he 
was  ordered  to  be  hung  in  chains. 

29.  The  Court  of  Admiralty  Sef- 
fions  was  opened  this  day  at  the  Old 
Bailey  by  fir  J.  Marriot,  for  the  trial 
of  offences  committed  on  the  high 
feas,  when  the  noted  Luke  Ryan  and 
Thomas  Coppinger  were  put  to  the 
bar,  and  arraigned  for  the  capture  of 
two  brigs  underaforeigneommiflion, 
they  being  natural  born  fubjects  of 
this  realm.  Ryan  was  found  guilty, 
and  Coppinger  acquitted. 

Edw.  M‘Cater,  Nicholas  Field, 
and  Edw.  D alley  were  indidled  for  a 
like  offence  ;  of  whom  the  find  was 
(B  3)  found 


PRINCIPAL 


2$ 

found  guilty,  the  two.  lad  were  ac¬ 
quitted  for  want  of  evidence. 

John  Smith,  Daniel  Cafey,  P. 
Faren,  with  eight  others,  were  in¬ 
dited  for  mutiny,  and  running  away 
with  the  Queen  Charlotte  fhip  of 
war,  on  the  9th  of  Augulf  laft,  three 
days  after  die  failed.  Their  com¬ 
plaint  was  the  non-payment  of  their 
bounty  money.  The  mutiny  was 
plainly  proved,  and  the  three  above 
iiamed  mutineers  were  found  gjuijty. 

APRIL. 

a,  Yefterday’s  Gazette  contains  a 
letter  from  captain  Pole,  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  lhip  Succefs,  of  32  guns,  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  by  which 
their  lordlhips  are  informed  of  the 
capture  of  the  Santa  Catalans,  don 
Mig.  j  aeon,  commander,  of  34  guns, 
26  long  Spanifh  twelves  on  the  main 
deck,  and  8  {ix-pounders  on  the  quar¬ 
ter  deck.  Captain  Pole  was  hand¬ 
ing  for  the  Gut  with  the  Vernon 
doreftiip,  when  he  difeovered  a  fail 
clofe  hauled,  which  the  haze  and 
lofty  poop  much  magnified.  The 
fail  foon  tacked  and  gave  chace.  At 
a  little  after  live  he  headed  a  Spanifli 
enfign  with  a  broad  pendant,  and 
fired  a  gun.  At  fix,  being  within 
random  hot,  a-dern,  the  Succefs 
wore,  and  hemmed  for  her  lee  bow, 
till  fhe  had  juh  diftance  fuflicient  to 
weather  him,  then  hauled  clqfe  a- 
thwart  his  fore-foct,  giving  him  her 
whole  fire  within  lefs  thanpihol-fhot, 
paffed  clofe  ro  windward  engaging, 
whilh  the  enemy,  expending  the  Suc¬ 
cefs  to  leeward,  were  firing  their  lee 
guns  into  the  water.  The  diforder 
the  firft  fire  of  the  Succefs  threw  them 
into,  they  aid  not  recover.  We  then 
wore,  fays  captain  Pole,  and  placed 
ourfelves  to  great  advantage,  which 
our  fuperiority  of  failing  allowed  us 
to  do,  fupporting,  without  inter- 
piflion?  a  mod  aftonilhing,  clofe, 
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and  well-diredled  fire,  at  never  more 
than  half  a  cable  diftance,  till  the 
enemy  ftruck,  which  was  about  20 
minutes  pad  eight.  Don  Mig.  Ja- 
con  is  a  captain  in  the  line,  hath  a 
didinguilhing  pendant  as  fuch,  and 
had  a  very  exadt  defeription  of  the 
Succefs  lent  him,  whom  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  directed  to  look  out  for. 
He  had  been  cruiling  three  weeks  for 
us ;  chaced  us  twice  with  4  fquadron 
of  four  and  fix  fail,  from  whom  he 
parted  but  two  days  before,  Lieut? 
Qakley,  who  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  prize,  was  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  clearing  the  wreck  ;  but  to  no 
purpofe,  lire  was  fo  mifembly  torn, 
that  captain  Pole  gave  orders  to  fet 
her  on  fire,  and  fhe  blew  up  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after.  Capt.  Pole 
is  la  villa  of  his  praifes  on  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  his  officers,  and  drip’s  com¬ 
pany.  Having  286  prifoners  on 
board,  a  difeovery  was  made  of  a  de¬ 
li  gn  they  had  of  riling,  which  was 
happily  prevented. 

4,  Information  was  received,  that 
on  the  3d  of  February  laft,  a  dread¬ 
ful  fire  broke  out  at  Kingftpn  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  occafioned  by  tfie  careleflh 
nefs  of  a  Negro  woman  employed  in 
ironing  linen.  A  ftrong  wind  from 
the  North  prevailing,  the  flames  were 
aimed  inftantly  communicated  to  the 
adjoining  houfes,  and  jncreafed  its 
progrefs  fo  rapidly,  that  a  feene  of 
horror  enfued,  of  which  none  but 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
fituation  can  have  an  adequate  idea. 
The  conflagration  was  truly  dread-  i 
ful,  accelerating  the  deftmedion  of  j 
the  mod  valuable  fpot  in  the  Wed 
Indies.  By  this  calamity,  in  the 
fpace  of  about  feven  hours,  upwards  , 
of  eighty  houfes  and  dopes  were  to^ 
tally  dedroyed,  and  'more  than 
T.g  0,000  totally  annihilated. — A 
poor  Negro  girl  in  the  houfe  wherp 
the  fire  began,  having  been  chained 
to  a  largg  weight  for  fome  mi  die- 
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meaner*  unhappily  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

13.  Yefterday  the  lord -mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  recorder,  and  a- 
hout  150  common-councilmen,  with 
the  chamberlain,  town-clerk,  city- 
remembrancer,  and  other  city  of¬ 
ficers,  went  to  St.  James’s,  and  pre- 
iented  the  following  addrels  to  his 
majefly  :  ,  ' 

Lo  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majejty : 

'The  humbU  acldrefs  of  the  lord- 
mayor ,  aldermen ,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London ,  in  common- 
council  ajfembled . 

44  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

44  We,  your  majefty’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  lord-mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  -  council  af- 
fembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
throne  with  lentiments  of  the  moll: 
fincere  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
your  royal  perfon  and  family,  and 
humbly  to  exprefsour  warm  eft  thanks 
to  your  majefly,  for  having  gra- 
cioufly  complied  with  the  wifhes  of 
your  people,  in  making  a  change 
in  your  majefty’s  councils,  and  taking 
thofe  perfons  into  your  confidence 
who  are  refpedted  by  their  country 
for  their  conllitutional  principles  and 
diflinguiflied  abilities,  and  whofe  en¬ 
deavours  we  trufl,  with  the  blefling 
of  Providence,  will  red  ore  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  your  majefty’s  crown,  union 
among  your  people,  and  promote  the 
intereft  and  profperity  of  all  your 
dominions. 

V  Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix.” 

To  which  his  majefly  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer  : 

44  The  aflurances  given  me  by  the 
city  of  London  of  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  my  perfon  and  family, 
cannot  fail  of  giving  me  the  higheft 
fadsfadtion— the  dignity  of  my  crown 
—  the  union  of  my  people  -  and  the 
interefts  and  profperity  of  all  my  do- 
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minions,  mud  ever  be  the  principal 
objedts  of  my  care.” 

St.  fames’s,  April  19. 

A  chapter  of  the  moft  noble  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Garter  having  been  flam- 
mo  ned  to  meet  this  day,  the  knights 
companions,  with  the  officers  of  the 
order  hereafter  mentioned,  all  in 
their  mantles,  attended  the  fovereign. 
in  his  own  apartment,  and  being 
called  over  by  Garter  king  of  arms, 
a  proceffion  was  made  from  thence  to 
the  great  council-chamber  in  thefol- 
lowing  order,  Garter  going  no  far¬ 
ther  than  the  door,  not  having  been 
fworn. 

Earl  Gower— Duke  of  Grafton 
Duke  of  Marlborough 
M.  of  Rockingham — E.  of  Hertford 
D.  of  Northumberld. — D.  Montagu 
Plis  R.  H.  Duke  of  Cumberland 
His  R.  H.  Prince  of  Wales 
Black  Rod— -The  Regifter— Garter 
The  Sovereign. 

The  fovereign  and  knights  com¬ 
panions  being  feated,  black  rod  ac¬ 
quainted  the  fovereign,  that  Ralph 
Bigland,  efq.  Garter  principal  king 
of  arms,  attended  at  the  door,  and 
humbly  prayed  to  be  admitted  to 
take  the  oath  of  office,  as  chief  of¬ 
ficer  of  arms  of  that  moft:  noble  or¬ 
der  ;  and  Garter  being  introduced 
in  his  mantle  by  black  rod,  and 
kneeling  down  near  the  fovereign* 
the  oath  was  adminiftered  to  him  by 
the  regifter,  officiating  in  th§  ab¬ 
le  nee  of  the  chancellor:  after  which 
his  majefly  was  pleafed  to  put  the 
gold  chain  and  badge  of  office  about 
Garter’s  neck,  who,  having  killed 
his  majefty’s  hand,  withdrew. 

The  regifter  then  acquainted  the 
fovereign,  that  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
cliefter  attended  at  the  door,  and 
humbly  befought  his  majefly  that  he 
might  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath 
of  prelate  of  this  moft  noble  order,  as 
enjoined  by  the  ftatutes.  Then  the 
bilhop  in  his  mantle,  being  intro- 
(B  4)  duett} 
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duced,  by  the  fovereign’s  command, 
between  Garter  and  black  rod,  Gar¬ 
ter  carrying  his  badge,  he  was  duly 
fvvorn,  and  in  veiled  with  the  enligns 
of  the  order  ;  and  having  alfo  killed 
his  majefty’s  hand,  he  withdrew. 

The  regifter  then  fignified  to  the 
chapter,  the  fovereignfs  pleafure  for 
filling  up  the  four  vacant  flails. 

The  knights  companions  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  fut- 
frages  being  collected  by  the  re¬ 
gifter,  and  p relented  to  the  fo¬ 
vereign,  his  royal  highnefs  prince 
William  Henry,  hfs  majefty’s  third 
fon  (now  out  of  the  kingdom),  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

i  Garter  and  black  rod  were  then 
fent  to  introduce  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  who  being  knighted 
by  his  majefty  with  the  fword,  he 
withdrew. 

Then  his  grace  the  duke  of  De¬ 
vonfhire,  and  afterwards  the  earl  of 
Shelburne,  were  feparately  intro¬ 
duced  and  knighted  with  the  like  ce¬ 
remonies. 

The  chapter  then  proceeded  to  a 
fecond  election,  and  the  fuffrages  be¬ 
ing  collected  as  before,  the  duke  of 
Richmond  was  declared  duly  defied. 
His  grace  was  thereupon  received  at 
the  door  of  the  chapter  room  by  the 
two  junior  knights,  and  conduced 
between  them  to  the  fovereign,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  Charter,  bearing  the  en- 
figns  on  a  cufhion,  and  black  rod. 

Garter  prefenting  the  garter  to 
the  fovereign,  his  majefty  delivered 
it  to  the  two  fenior  knights,  who 
buckled  it  upon  his  grace’s  left  leo- 
the  regifter  reading  the  admonition! 

,  Harter  then  prefented  the  ribbon 
With  the  George  to  the  fovereign, 
and  bis  grace  kneeling  down,  the 
fovereign,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
two  fenior  knights,  put  it  over  his 
flioulder,  and  regifter  in  the  mean 
time  pronouncing  the  admonition  ; 
3nd  the  duke  having  killed  his  mg! 


jefty’s  hand,  and  federally  fainted 
all  the  knights  prefent,  he  with¬ 
drew. 

The  chapter  proceeded  to  a  third 
election,  the  duke  of  Devonfhire  was 
declared  duly  elected,  and  his  grace 
was  introduced,  and  invefted  with 
the  garter,  ribbon  and  George,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  duke  of 
Richmond  had  been  ;  and  the  like 
formalities  having  been  obferved,  he 
withdrew* 

The  chapter  now  proceeded  to 
the  fourth  eleftion,  when  the  earl 
of  Shelburne  was  declared  duly 
elected  ;  and  hislordlhip  having  been 
introduced,  and  invefted  with  the 
garter,  ribbon  and  George,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  dukes  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Devonfhire  had  been,  alfo 
withdrew. 

Garter  then  calling  over  the 
knights,  a  proceffion  was  made  back 
to  his  majefty’s  apartment,  in  the 
order  as  before,  except  that  the  pre- 
late  walked  next  before  the  fo¬ 
vereign. 

D ublln  Cafile ,  Apri 1 15,  17  82, 

The  duke  of  Portland,  who  em¬ 
barked  at  Holyhead  haft  night,  ar¬ 
rived  lafe  in  this  harbour  this  morn¬ 
ing;.  His  grace  was  received  at  land¬ 
ing  by  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
fheriffs,  and  commons  of  the  city  ot 
Dublin.  The  foot  forces  in  garrifoa 
lined  the  ftreets  through  which  his 
grace,  attended  by  a  fquadron  of 
dragoons,  proceeded  to  the  Gallic  ; 
and  the  council  having  met  at  three 
o'clock,  his  grace  was  introduced  in 
form  to  lord  Carliile,  who  received 
him  fitting  under  the  canopy  of  ftate 
in  the  prefence  chamber,  from 
whence  a  proceffion  was  made  to  the 
council  chamber,  where  his  grace’s 
commiffion  was  read,  and  the  oaths, 
adminiftered  to  him.  After  which 
his  grace,  having  received  the  fword 
from  lord  Carliile,  the  great  guns  in 

his  majefty’s  Phoenix  Park  were  fired, 
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and  anfwered  by  the  regiments  on  up,  I  made  the  iignal  for  a  general 
duty,  which  were  drawn  up  in  Cob  ^hace  ;  the  enemy  at  fitch  a  didance 
leo-e  Green.  His  grace  then  repaired  that  I  could  but  juft  difcover  them 
to  the  prefence  chamber,  where  he  from  the  Britannia’s  mail  head  at 


received  the  compliments  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion,  upon  his  fate  arrival  to  take 
upon  him  the  government  of  this 
kingdom. 

20.Yefterday  a  delegation  of  the  no¬ 
minal  and  chartered  governors  of  the 
royal  hofpitals  met  at  Guildhall,  con¬ 
futing  of  aldermen  Alfop  and  Har¬ 
ley  on  one  fide,  and  aldermen  Crofby, 
Townfend,  and  Sainfoury  on  the 
other,  together  with  feveral  other 
members  of  the  hofpital  committee, 
to  fettle  the  long  depending  difpute 
refpedting  the  right  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  direction  of  thofe  noble 
charities,  when  the  fame  was  ami¬ 
cably  adjufted  to  the  fatisfadbon  of 
all  parties,  and  an  a<ft  of  parliament 
was  agreed  on  to  be  framed,  on  a 
mutual  footing,  under  the  infpedlion 
of  the  recorder  and  common  ferjeant, 
for  the  fetting  aftde  all  former  con¬ 
tentions  both  in  law  and  equity,  on 
certain  ultimate  conditions,  and  to 
put  the  charities  on  a  permanent 
ft  ate. 

Admiralty  -  Office,  April  27,  1782. 
Esc  trail  of  a  letter  from  the  honour  able 

(vice  admiral  Barrington  to  Mr. 

Stephens ,  dated  on  board  the  Bri¬ 
tannia ,  at  It.  Helen's,  the  2fh  of 

April ,  1782. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  my  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
on  the  20th  inftant,  TJfhant  bearing 
N.  E,  half  E.  23  leagues,  at  one 
P.  M.  I  perceived  the  Artois,  capt. 
Macbride,  wjth  a  fignal  out  for  dif- 
covering  an  enemy’s  fleet,  but  at 
fuch  a  diftance  that  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  1  could  diftinguifh 
the  colour  of  the  flag  ;  it  was  then 
calm?  but  a  breeze  foon  fpringing 


three  o’clock.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
evening  feven  of  our  fhips  had  got  a 
good  diftance  a  head  of  me,  the  Fou- 
droyant,  capt.  Jervis,  the  foremoft  ; 
and  in  the  night,  it  coming  to  blow 
ftrong  with  hazy  weather,  after  hav¬ 
ing  loft  his  companions,  at  47  mi¬ 
nutes  after  twelve,  brought  the  Pe- 
gafe  of  74  guns  and  700  men  to  a 
clofe  adtion,  which  continued  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  Fou- 
droyant,  having  laid  her  on  board 
on  the  larboard  quarter,  the  French¬ 
man  ftruck.  My  pen  is  not  equal 
to  the  praife  that  is  due  to  the  good 
condudf,  bravery,  and  difcipline  of 
capt.  Jervis,  his  officers,  and  feamen, 
on  this  occafton  :  let  his  own  modeft 
narrative,  which  I  herewith  inclofe, 
fpeak  for  itfelf. 

The  next  morning  foon  after  day¬ 
break,  the  wind  then  at  fouth  blow¬ 
ing  ftrong,  it  fluffed  in  an  inftant  to 
weft,  and  with  fuch  violence  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  I  could  carry  my 
courfes  to  clear  Ufhant  and  get  the 
channel  open,  which  being  accom¬ 
pli  fired  by  noon,  I  brought  to  and 
remained  fo  until  the  evening  of  the 
2 2d,  to  colledf  the  fquadron. 

By  the  accounts  of  the  prifoners 
there  were  eighteen  fail,  ladeirwith 
ftores,  proviflons,  and  ammunition, 
under  the  convoy  of  the  Protedfeur- 
of  74,  Pegale  74,  L’Andromache 
32,  together  with  L’Adfionaire,  a 
two-decker,  armed  en  flute,  all  bound 
for  L’lile  de  France.  They  left  Breft 
the  19th  inftant. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  give  their 
lordfhips  a  particular  account  of  the 
number  of  prizes,  but  mult  refer 
them  to  that  they  may  receive  as 
they  arrive  in  port,  though  i  believe 
there  are  ten  at  lea  ft* 

fin*  ; 
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Proceedings  of  his  majefty* s  fjif  under 

my  command  from  the  loth  inf . 

Near  fun-fet  on  the  20th,  I  was 
near  enough  to  difcover  that  the  ene¬ 
my  confided  of  three  or  four  {hips 
of  war,  two  of  them  at  lead;  of  the 
line,  with  feventeen  or  eighteen  fail 
under  their  convoy,  and  that  the 
latter  difperfed  by  lignal.  At  half 
pad  nine  I  obferved  the  {mailed  of 
the  fhips  of  war  to  fpeak  with  the 
head  moil,  and  then  bear  away.  At 
a  quarter  pad  ten,  the  dernmodline 
of  battle  {hip,  perceiving  we  came  up 
with  her  very  fad,  bore  up  alfo.  I 
purfued  her,  and  at  47  minutes 
after  twelve  brought  her  dole  to 
aedion,  which  continued  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour,  when,  having  laid 
her  aboard  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
the  French  fhip  of  war  Le  Fegafe, 
of  74  guns  and  700  men,  command¬ 
ed  by  the  chevalier  de  Cillart  fur- 
rendered. 

The  difeipline  and  good  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  will  bed  appear  by  the 
date  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
of  the  damages  fudained  in  each  fhip. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
only  two  or  three  people  with  my- 
felf,  are  {lightly  wounded  ;  but  I 
learn  from  the  chevaiier  de  Cillart, 
Le  Pegafe  differed  a  very  great  car¬ 
nage,  and  was  materially  damaged 
in  her  mads  and  yard,  the  mizen- 
maii:  and  foretop-mad  having  gone 
away  foon  after  the  atdion  ceafed. 

It  blew  fo  ftrong  yederday  morn¬ 
ing,  that  I  with  didiculty  put  eighty 
men  on  board  the  prize,  but  received 
only  forty  prifoners  in  return,  in 
performing  which  I  fear  two  of  our 
boats  were  lod.  The  difabled  date 
of  the  prize,  togetherwith  the  drong 
wind  and  heavy  fea,  induced  me  to 
make  the  fignal  for  immediate  af- 
iidance,  which  commodore  Elliot 
fupplied,  bv  making  the  Queen’s 
iignal  to  affid  the  difabled  fhip. 
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At  eight  o’clock  lad  night  they 
bore  S.  8,  W.  four  miles  didance  of 
us:  we  lay-to  till  ten,  in  hopes  of 
their  joining,  but  not  perceiving 
them,  we  bore  up,  and  ran  N.  E. 
twenty -three  miles  till  day -light, 
when,  feeing  nothing  of  them,  we 
b rough t-to,  and  at  half  pad  eight 
made  fail  to  join  the  fquadron. 

By  all  I  can  learn  from  the  pri¬ 
foners,  this  lmall  fquadron,  com- 
pofed  of  Le  Protefteur,  Monfteur  de 
Soulange,  commodore,  Le  Pegafe, 
and  L’Andromaque  frigate,  was  mak¬ 
ing  a  fecond  attempt  to  proceed  on 
an  expedition  to  the  Ead  Indies, 
lbme  of  the  troops  having  been  be¬ 
fore  captured  under  that  dedlnation 
by  the  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  rear-admiral  Kempenfelr,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  above  mentioned  drips 
of  war. 

Foudroyant ,  J.  Jervis. 

April  23,  1782. 

N.  B.  Advice  has  been  received, 
that  the  Pegafe  of  74  guns  is  arrived 
at  Spithead,  and  the  following  fhips, 
part  of  the  abovementioned  captures, 
at  Plymouth  : 

La  Fidelite,  with  178  troops  &  dores. 
La  Bellonne,  147  troops  &  dores. 
La  Lionne,  180  troops  &  dores. 
Due  de  Chartres,  dores  and  arms. 

Here  follows  a  lid  of  prizes  takei^ 
by  his  majedy’s  flips  employed  ii\ 
North  America,  from  November  1 1, 
1781,  to  March  23,  1782,  contain¬ 
ing  thirty-leven  veffels  of  different 
descriptions. 

28.  On  the  24 d  of  lad  month, 
Pius  the  Vlth,  fovereign  Romasa 
pontiff',  arrived  at  Vienna.  His 
imperial  majedy,  with  his  royal 
highnefs  the  archduke  Maximilian, 
met  his  holinefs  at  Neukirken,  where 
the  brd  interview  took  place.  After 
dopping  l'ome  time  at  the  Military 
Academy,  the  holy  father  went  into 
a  coach  with  the  emperor,  and  was 
eicorted  by  the  Hungarian  and  Ga-. 
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lician  guards  to  the  Imperial  pa¬ 
lace,  where,  n  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  court,  Te  Deum  was  per¬ 
formed  Dy  way  of  thankigiving  for 
the  happy  arrival  of  his  holinefs, 
the  hod  beiu g  all  the  while  expofed. 
Soon  alter  which,  his  holinefs  re¬ 
tired  to  the  apartments  provided  tor 
him,  where  in.  the  evening  he  gave 
.audience, 

M  A  Y. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
month  the  weather  was  uncommonly 
fevere,  not  in  England  only,  but  al- 
molt  over  all  Europe.  At  Vienna 
the  froic  continued  fo  rigorous,  that 
jthe  vines  were  thought  to  be  ma¬ 
terially  hurt.  In  Italy  fuch  a  fall 
,of  fnow  as  has  never  been  remem¬ 
bered.  in  Ruffia  many  thoufands 
pe  riffled  of  a  iicknefs  owing  to  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon.  In  Sweden, 
men  and  cattle  perifhed  for  want  of 
food.  In  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
cattle  died,  or  were  killed  for  want 
.of  fodder.  In  Abort,  the  extreme  fe- 
yerity  of  the  weather  was  generally 
felt. 

3.  A  proclamation  was  this  day 
Blued  for  granting  a  free  pardon  to 
all  fmugglers  and  others  under  pro- 
fecution  or  liable  to  profecution,  out¬ 
lawry,  inprifon,  or  beyond  fea,  for 
any  penalties  incurred  by  the  illegal 
practices  of  clandefiinely  running 
prohibitedor  uncuftomed  goods,  who 
fhould  on  or  before  the  firil  day  of 
July  next,  voluntarily  enter  them- 
ielves  as  failors  on  board  any  fbips 
belonging  to  the  royal  navy,  or  who 
ihould  procure  one  fit  and  able  lea- 
man,  and  one  lit  and  able  landman, 
as  fubfiitutes  to  ferve  for  him,  her, 
or  them,  provided  the  penalty  to 
which  fuch  perfons  are  liable  do  not 
exceed  the  fum  of  500I.  thofe  above 
and  under  2000I.  to  find  two  fit  and 
able  feamen  and  two  fit  and  able  land- 


men  ;  and  thofe  above  2000I.  to  find 
three  fit  and  able  feamen,  and  three 
fit  and  able  landmen ;  upon  which 
conditions  all  fpecified  offences  are  to 
be  forgiven.  Likewife  his  majeily’g 
pardon  to  all  deferters  who  fhould 
furrender  before  the  17th  of  June* 
Admiralty -Office,  May  7,  1782* 
Extra  ft  of  a  letter  from  lord  Charles 
Fitzgerald,  captain  of  his  majc fly's 
Jhip  la  :‘rudentc,  to  Mr .  Stephens * 
dated  Kin f ale,  April  27,  1782. 

44 1  parted  company  from  the  fqua- 
dron  under  the  command  of  vice- 
admiral  Barrington  on  the  20th  of 
this  month  at  night,  in  chace  of  the 
enemy’s  convoy,  four  of  which  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  % 
and  being  on  my  return  to  Spithead’ 
m  lat,  49*  17,  I  made  fail  after  3 
cutter,  which  I  came  pp  w;th  off 
Cape  Clear,  after  thirty-fix  hours 
chace,  the  moft  of  the  time  within 
gun-fhot  of  her.  She  is  called  Le 
Marquis  de  Caffries,  French  pri¬ 
vateer,  pierced  for  twenty-two  guns, 
mounted  eighteen  fix-pounders,  with 
a  complement  of  one  hundred  and 
live  men,  and  had  been  out  two  days 
from  Morlaix.”  v 

10.  At  a  court  of  aldermen  held 
yefterday,  fummoned  in  confequence 
of  a  lettei  the  lord-mayor  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  earl  of  Shelburne 
one  of  his  majeffy’s  principal  fecrel 
taries  of  date,  and  at  a  court  of  lieu¬ 
tenancy  held  immediately  afterwards 
upon  the  like  oecafion,  theHaid  let¬ 
ter  was  read,  and  alfo  the  following 
circular  letter  and  heads  of  a  plan 
therein  cnclofed : 

Whitehall,  May  7,  1782. 

44  Sir, 

44  His  majeffy  has  commanded  me 
to  exprefs  his  firm  reliance  upon  the 
fpirit  and  loyalty  of  his  people,  and 
his  royal  confidence,  that,  during 
this  feafon  of  difficulty  their  utmoff 
endeavours  will  not  be  wanting  to  give 
unqueltionaple  proofs  of  t^eir  attach¬ 
ment 
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inent  and  emulation  for  his  fervice  ; 
and  fore  feeing,  that  by  wife,  dre- 
mious,  and  timely  preparations,  he 
may  not  only  difappoint,  or  defeat 
any  hoftile  attempts,  but,  by  ap¬ 
pearing  ftrong  and  united  at  home, 
he  may  be  enabled  to  make  the  more 
powerful  efforts  for  maintaining  his 
honour  and  the  public  iutereds  a- 
hroad,  and  thereby  lay  the  lured 
foundations  for  a  lafe,  an  honour¬ 
able,  and  a  lading  peace  ;  and  as 
the  poptiloufnefs  of  the  principal 
towns  and  cities  of  Great  Britain, 
naturally  offers  the  greateff  facility, 
as  well  for  forming  into  corps,  as 
for  learning  the  military  exercife, 
without  lofs  of  time,  interruption 
of  labour,  or  any  conliderable  fa¬ 
tigue,  his  majeffy  has  commanded 
me  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  inclol'ed 
propofitions,  which  have  been  fub- 
mitted  to  his  majeffy,  as  at  lead;  a 
temporary  plan  for  augmenting  the 
domeffic  force  of  the  nation,  which 

f 

being  adopted  or  improved,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  circum fiances  and  litua- 
tioti  of  the  town,  of  which  you  are 
the  chief  magiftrate,  may  tend  to  the 
immediate  formation  of  a  great  and 
refpectable  addition  to  the  national 
force  at  home,  on  the  mod  natural 
and  conftitutional  principles. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  have  his  ma¬ 
te  fly’s  commands  to  fignify  to  you 
his  defire  and  recommendation,  that 
you  fhould  take  the  fame  into  im¬ 
mediate  coniideration,  and,  after 
having  confidered,  report  to  me 
whatever  obfervatvons  may  occur  to 
you  for  the  carrying  into  execution 
a  plan,  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to 
give  fecurity  to  your  own  perfons 
and  property,  and  to  the  general 
f«nfe  of  the  kingdom. 

o 

I  am,  Sir, 
your  mod  obedient, 

humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Sheleurke, 


[May, 

Heads  of a  plan for  raijing  corps  in  fede¬ 
ral  principal  towns  in  Great  Britain* 

1.  The  principal  towns  in  Great 
Britain  to  furnifh  one  or  more  bat¬ 
talions  each,  or  a  certain  number  of 
companies,  each,  in  proportion  to1 
their  fize  and  number  of  inhabitants. 

2.  The  officers  to  be  appointed 
from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  or  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  towns,  either  by  commif- 
fion  from  his  majedy,  or  from  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  chief  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rate  of  the  town  in  which  the 
corps  are  railed. 

3.  They  are  to  be  poiTeded  off 
fome  certain  edate  in  land  or  money, 
in  proportion  to  their  rank, 

4.  An  adjutant  or  town-major 
in  each  town  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majedy. 

5.  A  proper  number  of  ferjeants 
and  corporals  from  the  army  to  be 
appointed  for  the  corps  in  each  town, 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 

6.  The  laid  ferjeants  and  cor¬ 
porals,  as  well  as  the  adjutant,  or 
town-major,  to  be  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  pay. 

7.  The  men  to  exercife  fre¬ 
quently,  either  in  battalions,  or  by 
companies,  on  Sundays,  and  on  all 
holidays,  and  alfo  after  their  work 
is  over  in  the  evenings. 

8.  Arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  furnifhed  at  the 
expence  of  government,  if  required. 

9.  Proper  magazines,  or  dore- 
houfes,  to  be  chofen,  or  eredled  in 
each  town,  for  keeping  the  faid 
arms,  &c, 

10.  The  arms  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  to  be  delivered  out  at  times 
of  exercife  only,  and  to  be  returned 
into  the  ftorehoufes  as  foon  as  the 
exercife  is  nnilhed. 

i'.  The  adjutant,  or  town-ma-* 

[  to  be  always  prefent  at  exercife, 
and  to  fe«  that  the  men  afterwards 

march 
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march  regularly,  and  lodge  their 
arms  in  the  ftorehoufes. 

12.  Proper  penalties  to  be  in¬ 
flicted  on  fuch  as  ab-fent  themfelves 
from  exercife,  as  alfo  for  dilobedi- 
ence  of  orders,  infolenc.e  to  their 
officers,  and  other  diforderly  be¬ 
haviour. 

13.  The  above  corps  not  to  be 
obliged,  on  any  account,  or  by  any 
authority  whatever  to  move  from 
their  refpedtive  towns,  except  in 
times  of  adtual  invaflon  or  rebellion. 

14.  His  majeily  (hall  then  have 
power  to  order  the  faid  corps  to 
march  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain, 
as  his  fervice  may  require. 

1  They  are  on  fuch  occafions 
to  act  either  feparately,  or  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  maj city’s  regular 
forces,  and  to  be  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fuch  general  officers  as  his 
majefty  Aral!  think  proper  to  ap¬ 
point. 

16.  Both  officers  and  men  to 
receive  full  pay  as  his  majelfy’s  other 
regiments  of  foot  from  the  day  of 
their  march,  and  as  long-  as  they 
frail  continue  on  fervice  out  of  their 
towns*. 

17.  They  are  to  be  fubject  to 
military  difeipline,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  his  majefty’s  regular  forces, 
during  the  faid  time  of  their  being 
fo  called  out,  and  receiving  govern¬ 
ment’s  pay. 

18.  All  officers  who  fhouid  be 
difabled  in  actual  fervice  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  half  pay,  and  all  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  private  men 
difabled,  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
Chelfea  hofpital. 

19.  The  widows  of  officers  kill¬ 
ed  in  the  fervice  to  have  a  penfion 
for  life. 

On  Thurfday  exprefles  were  fent 
to  the  different  magiftrates  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  towns  in  England,  with  fimilar 


letters  to  thofe  addrdfed  to  the  lord* 
mayor  of  London. 

15.  The  electors  of  Weflniinfler 
met  purfuant  to  an  advertifement  for 
that  purpofe,  in  the  great  hall,  aider- 
man  Sawbridge  in  the  chair. 

Lord  Surry  moved  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  his  m  a  jelly,  for  liltening 
to  the  voice  of  his  people  in  remov¬ 
ing  his  late  miniflers,  and  taking  in¬ 
to  his  confidence  miniflers  who  were 
of  found  principles,  and  who  were 
approved  by  the  people.  Mr. Wood 
feeonded  the  motion,  and  it  was  car¬ 
ried  unanimoufly. 

Major  Cartwright,  after  a  long 
fpeech,  moved,  “  That  for  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  reprefentatives  to  be 
chofe.n  by  a  fmall  number  of  the 
people,  is  a  great  grievance,  fubver- 
fve  of  the  conltitution,  &c, — and 
that  unremitted  diligence  be  ufed  to 
obtain  an  effectual  reform,  &c.” 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
voted  to  Mr.  fecretary  Fox,  for  his 
conduct  before  and  iince  his  com¬ 
ing  into  office  ;  to  William  Pitt, 
Efq.  for  his  motion  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  7th  infh  for  taking 
into  confideration  the  reprefentation 
of  the  country  ;  and  to  Mr.  Elliot, 
and  other  members  of  burgage  te¬ 
nures,  who,  contrary  to  their  pri¬ 
vate  interelf,  joined  and  fupported 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the  motion. 

Thanks  likewife  were  voted  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  for  his  attempt 
two  years  ago  to  bring  on  luch  a  re¬ 
formation. 

18.  This  day  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  three  pri- 
foners  received  lenience  of  death, 
viz.  Francis  Cundv,  for  a  burglary 
in  the  houfe  of  John  Beilis,  on  Saf¬ 
fron-hill,  and  Healing  two  filver 
watches,  &c.  Anne  Carter,  for  Heal¬ 
ing  twenty-eight  yards  of  printed 
callico,  the  property  of  Richard' 
Wilcox,  ccnvibfs  of  this  feffion ;  and 
Richard  Carrol,  a  blind  lad,  who 

Was 


#  1  ime  of  fervice  to  be  named. 


was  convicted  in  February  feffion  for 
a  burglary,  and  left  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges. 

Laft  night,  about  ten  o’clock,  as 
Mr,  Herd,  of  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
was  returning  to  Iflington  (where 
he  had  lodged  for  fome  time  paft  at 
Canonbury-houfe),from  town, where 
he  had  been  detained  later  than  ufual, 
in  fettling  matters  relative  to  a  niece, 
who  was  to  have  been  married  the 
next  day  to  captain  Beil,  who  ac¬ 
companied  him  ;  in  their  way  from 
the  Shepherd  and  Shepherdefs  they 
were  attacked  by  five  footpads,  who 
with  a  blunderbufs  blew  off  all  the 
upper  part  of  Mr.  Herd’s  fkull. 

Admiralty -Office,  May  18,  1782. 

Lord  Cranfton,  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  his  majefty’s  fliip  the  For¬ 
midable,  and  captain  Byron,  of  the 
Andromache,  in  which  Blip  his 
lordfhip  came  paflenger,  arrived  ear¬ 
ly  this  morning  with  difpatches  from 
admiral  Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney, 
bart.  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s  fhips 
at  the  Leeward  Iftands,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
'  phens,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies. 

Formidable ,  at  Sea ,  1 4 April,  1782. 

Sir, 

It  has  pleafed  God,  out  his  of  divine 
providence,  to  grant  to  his  majefty’s 
arms  a  moft  complete  victory  over 
the  fleet  of  his  enemy,  commanded 
by  the  count  de  Grafle,  who  is  him- 
felf  captured  with  the  Villede  Paris, 
and  four  other  fhips  of  the  fleet,  be- 
iides  one  funk  in  the  addon, 

This  important  vidtory  was  ob¬ 
tained  the  12th  infl.  after  a  battle 
which  lafted  with  unremitting  fury 
from  feven  in  the  morning-  till  half 
paft  fix  in  the  evening,  when  the 
letting  fun  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
teft. 

Both  fleets  have  greatly  fuffe red  ; 
but  it  is  with  the  higheft  fatisfadtion 
I  can  a  flu  re  their  lordfliips,  that 


I  F  A  L  [May, 

though  the  mafts,  fails,  rigging,  and 
hulls  of  the  Britifh  fleet  are  damaged, 
yet  the  lofs  of  men  has  been  but 
fmall,  confidering  the  length  of  the 
battle,  and  the  clofe  adtion  they  fo 
long  fuftained,  and  in  which  both 
fleets  looked  upon  the  honour  of  their 
king  and  country  to  be  moft  efienti- 
ally  concerned. 

The  great  fupply  of  naval  ftores 
lately  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies  will, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  foon  repair  all  the 
damages  his  majefty’s  fleet  has  fuf¬ 
tained. 

The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  of  the  fleet  I  have  the 
honour  to  command  has  been  fuch, 
as  muft  for  ever  endear  them  to  all 
lovers  of  their  king  and  country. 

The  noble  behaviour  of  my  fecond 
in  command,  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  who 
in  both  adtions  moft  confpicuoully 
exerted  himfelf,  demands  my  warm- 
eft  encomiums  ;  my  third  in  com¬ 
mand,  rear-admiral  Drake,  who, 
with  his  divifion,  led  the  battle  on 
the  1 2th  inft.  deferves  the  higheft 
praife ;  nor  lefs  can  be  given  to  com¬ 
modore  Affleck  for  his  gallant  be¬ 
haviour  in  leading  the  centre  divi¬ 
fion. 

My  own  captain,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  merits  every  thing  I  can 
polfibly  fay  ;  his  unremitted  dili¬ 
gence  and  adfivity  greatly  eafed  me 
in  the  unavoidable  fatigue  of  the 
day. 

In  fhort,  I  want  words  to  exprefs 
how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  meritorious 
condudt  of  all  the  captains,  officers 
and  men,  who  had  a  fhare  in  this 
glorious  vidtory,  obtained  by  their 
gallant  exertions. 

The  enemy’s  whole  army,  confift- 
ing  of  5500  men,  were  on  board 
their  fhips  of  war  :  the  deftrudtion 
among  them  muft  be  prodigious,  as 
for  the  greateft:  part  of  the  adtion, 
every  gun  told  ;  and  their  lordfliips 
may  judge  what  havock  muft  have 

been. 
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been  made,  when  the  Formidable  flourifh  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe* 
fired  near  eighty  broadfides.  is  the  moft  ardent  wilh  of  him  who 

Enclofed  I  have  the  honour  to  has  the  honour  of  being,  with  great 
fend  for  their  infpedtion  the  Britifh  regard,  Sir, 


and  French  lines  of  battle,  with  an 
account  of  the  hilled  and  wound¬ 
ed,  and  damages  fufiained  by  his 
majefty’s  fleet. 

Lord  Cranflon,  who  afted  as  one 
of  the  captains  of  the  Formidable 
during  both  actions,  and  to  vvhofe 
gallant  behaviour  I  am  much  in¬ 
debted,  will  have  the  honour  of  de¬ 
livering  thefe  difpatches :  to  him  I 
muff  refer  their  lordfhips  for  every  Le  Glorieux 
minute  particular  they  may  wifh  to  Le  Cefar 
know,  he  being  perfectly  mailer  of  L’Hector 
the  whole  t  ran  faction.  L’Ardent 

That  the  Britifli  flag  may  for  ever  One  funk,  name  unknown 
LINE  of  B  A  T  T  L  E. 

The  Royal  Oak  to  lead  on  the  flarboard  tack,  and  the  Marlborough 

on  the  larboard. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  Divifion. 


your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  Rodney* 

Philip  Stephens ,  Efq* 

A  lijl  o  f  the  French  Jhips  taken . 
Guns. 

Had  on  board 
LaVillede Paris  no  in  the  adtion 

1500  men. 
Men.  Soldiers. 


74 

74 

74 

64 


750 

750 

75° 

6$o 


150 

150 

1 

100 


Rate.  Ships, 

Third  Royal  Oak 

—  Alfred 

— - —  Montagu 

-  Yarmouth 

— *  Valiant 

Second  Barfleur 

Third  Monarch 

- —  Warrior 

«- -  Belliqueux 

~ -  Centaur 
Magnificent 
—  Prince  William 


Commanders. 

Captain  Burnet 

— - -  Bayne 

« — -  Bowen 

— - - *  Parry 

— — —  Goodall 

i  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  hart.  f 
Captain  Knight  y 

— — -  Reynolds 

- - -  Sir  James  Wallace 

— — —  Sutherland 
— — —  Inglefield 

— - — -  Lin  zee 

Wilkinfon 


Guns.  Mem 


74 

74 

74 

64 

74 

90 

74 

74 

64 

74 

74 

64 


600 

600 

600 

500 

767 

600 
60a 
5°  o 
650 
600 
500 


Frigates.  4  Lizard.  -j*  La  Nymph.  Champion  to  repeat  fig* 

nals.  Zebra.  Aledto, 

Sir  Georqe  Brydges  Rodney,  bart.  Commander  in  Chiefs  divifion. 


- -  Bedford 

• . .  Ajax 

* — —  Repulfe 
« — —  Canada 
—  St.  AlbarPs 
Second  Namur 

— —  Formidably 

—  puky 


{Commodore  Affleck 
Captain  Graves  J 

r--  Charrin^ton 

— - - -  Dumerelq 

* - -  Hon. Wm.  Cornwallis 

—  Inglis 
- — -  Fenfhaw 
f  Sir  G.  B.  Rodney,  bart. 

<  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  bt. 
(.Captain  Symons 
- — -t—  Gardner 


74 

617 

74 

55° 

64 

500 

74 

600 

64 

500 

90 

750 

90 

750 

90 

75° 

\ 
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Rate.  Ships. 

Third  Again emnon 

■  —  Refolution  — — * 

Prothee  — - — — 

«—  Hercules  — ’ 

—  America  1 — — y— 

Frigates,  f  Convert.  Endymion 
Flora  to  repeat  fignals.  Alert. 


Commanders. 

Captain  Caldwell 
— -  Rt.  Hon.  Ld.  R.  Manners 
— — — —  Buckner 


[May, 

Guns.  Men. 
64 


Savage 


74 

64 

74 

64 


500 

"600 

500 

6cq 


Ruffel 
f  Prudent 
Fame 
Anfon 
Torbay 


Second  Prince  George 

Third  PrincefTa 

—  Conqueror 

■  -  Nonluch 

— — —  Alcide 

Arrogant 
Marlborough 


S.  Thompfon  64  500 

Alarm.  Andromache,  f  Fortunee. 
f  Sybil,  f  Pegafus.  f  Salamander. 
Rear-Admiral  Drake’s  Divifion. 

Snumarez 
Bark  lay 
Barber 
Blair 
Gidoin 
Williams 


C  Fr.  S.  Drake,  Efq. 

(  Captain  Knatchbuli 

— — -  Balfour 

— —  Trufcott 

— — - -  C.  Thompfon 

— . . .  Cornifh 

Penny 


74 

64 

74 

64 

74 

90 


600 

500 

600- 

500 

600 


74 

64 

74 

74 

74 


75° 

600 

577 

500 

600 

600 

6oo 


Frigates,  f  Germain,  f  Blaft.  Triton.  Eurydice  to  repeat 

lignals.  4  Santa  Monica. 

AH  accidental  frigates  to  be  oppofite  the  center  divifion. 

N.  B.  Thofe  marked  4  not  with  the  fleet  during  the  adions. 

A  lift  of  the  French  fleet  in  Port  Royaly  April  2,  1782. 


La  Ville  de  Paris 

Guns. 
1 10 

L’Augufle 

80 

Le  Due  de  Burgogne 

80 

Le  Languedoc 

80 

*  LeSt.  ETprit 

80 

$  Le  Couronne 

80 

Le  Neptune 

80 

S*'Le  T  riomphante 

80 

Le  Zete 

74 

Le  Glorieux 

74 

Le  Citoyen 

74 

Le  Souverain 

74 

Le  Magnanime 

74 

Le  Cefar 

74 

Le  Hedor 

74 

S^Le  Brave 

74 

74 

Le  Pluton 

Le  Hercule 

74 

Le  Scipion 

74 

Le  Burgogne 

74 

&  Le  Deflian 

74 

S  L,e  Dauphin  Royal 

74 

S  Le  Magnafique 

74 

Guns. 

64 


*  Le  Reflechie 
Le  Bien  Aime 
Le  Sceptre 
Le  Northumberland 
Le  Conquerant 
Le  Marfeillois 
Le  Palmier  - 
L’ Ardent 
L’Eveille 
Le  Caton 
Le  Jafon 

Le  Fier,  armee  en  flute 
Le  Minotaur,  ditto 
Le  Sagittaire 
L’Experiment 
Total .  Thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line, 
two  fifty  gunfhips,  thirteen  frigates, 
feven  armed  brigs  of  the  king’s,  two 
firefliips,  one  cutter. 

*  Out  of  repair. 

S  *  Joined  at  St.  Kitt’s. 


74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

64 

64 

64 

64 

54 

74 

54 

5° 


S  Arrived  with 
vo  y. 


the  Brelt  eem 
Re- 
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-Return  of  the  killed  and  ‘wounded  in 
the  Jhips  under  the  command  of  Sir 
George  Brydges  Rodney ,  W.fL  &c. 
&c\  on  the  gth  and  12 th  of  April, 
1782. 

Royal  Oak,  captain  Burnett. — Mr, 
Gw-atkin,  firft  lieutenant,  killed  ; 
captain  of  marines  wounded  ;  7 
feamen  killed,  29  wounded'. 

Alfred,  captain  Bayne-r-capt.  Bayne 
killed  ;  eleven  feamen  killed,  forty 
wounded. 

Montagu,  capt.  Bowen. — Mr.  Wm. 
Cade,  mailer,  killed  ;  lieutenants 
Breedon  and  Buchan,  of  marines, 
wounded  ;  1  i  feamen,  killed,  29 
wounded. 

Yarmouth,  captain  Parry.- — 14  fea¬ 
men  killed,  33  wounded. 

Valiant,  capt.  Goodali. — Mr.  Rich. 
Wimbleton,  2d  lieutenant,  killed  : 
Mr.Wm.  Brown,  5th  lieutenant, and 
Mr.  Backhoufe,  m after,  wounded  ; 
9  feamen  killed,  26  wounded. 

Barfleur,  Sir  Samuel  flood,  baft* 
captain  Knight.  —  10  feamen  kill¬ 
ed,  17  wounded. 

Monarch,  captain  Reynolds. —  16 
feamen  killed,  33  wounded. 

Warrior,  captain  Sir  James  Wallis. 
—Mr.  Stone,  mailer,  wounded  ; 
3  feamen  killed  ;  20  wounded. 

Belhqueux,  captain  Sutherland.— 
Four  feamen  killed  ;  10  wounded. 

Centaur,  capt.  Inglefield.  —  No  re¬ 
turns,  having  a  prize  in  tow,  and 
not  joined. 

Magnificent,  capt.  Linzee.  —  Capt. 
Bagg  of  marines  wounded ;  6 

feamen  killed,  10  wounded. 

Prince  William,  captain  Wilkinfon. 
-  None  killed  or  wounded. 

Bedford,  commodore  Affleck,  captain 
Graves.— 17  feamen  wounded. 

•Ajax,  captain  Charrington*  —  Mr. 
John  Elliot,  full  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Thomas  Roffiter,  pilot,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  9  feamen  killed,  38  wounded. 

Repulfe,  capt.  Dumarefq. — Captain 
of  marines,  and  mailer, wounded; 
3  feamen  killed,  9  wounded. 

1782. 


Canada,  hon.  William  Cornwallis. 

— 12  feamen  killed,  23  wounded. 
St.  Albans,  captain Xnglis — 6  feamen 
wounded. 

Namur,  captain  Fanfhaw* — 6feameii 
killed,  2 ^  wounded. 

Formidable,  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  hart.  &c.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  bart.  firfb  captain,  capt. 
Symons,  the  right  honorable  lord 
Cranllon.  —  Lieut.  Beie  killed  ; 
capt.  Bell  and  lieut.  Harris,  of 
marines,  wounded ;  14  feamen 
killed,  37  wounded. 

Duke,  captain  Gardner  —  lieutenant 
Cornell,  Mr.  Cooper,  mailer, 
Mr.  Scott,  boatfyvain,  wounded; 

13  feamen  killed,  37  wounded. 

Agamemnon,  captain  Caldwell - - 

lieutenants  Incledon  and  Brice, 
wounded  ;  the  latter  lince  dead  ; 

1 4  feamen  killed ;  2  2  wounded. 
Relolution,  captain  the  right  hon. 

lord  Robert  Manners. — The  right 
hon.  lord  Robert  Manners  wound¬ 
ed  ;  4  feamen  killed,  34  wounded* 
Prothee,  captain  Buckner — Mr. Tho¬ 
mas  Love,  mailer,  wounded  ;  five 
feamen  killed,  2  3  wounded. 

Her  cuies,  captain  Savage. — Lieut* 
Hobart  killed,  captain  Savage 
wounded;  6  feamen  killed,  18 
wounded. 

America,  captain  S.  ThompfoU.—— 
Lieut.  Collowhill  killed,  lieut. 
Trelawney  wounded. 

Ruifel,  captain  Saumarez. — 10  lea5* 
men  killed,  29  wounded. 

Fame,  captain  Barber.  —  3  feamen 
killed,  2  wounded. 

Anfon,  captain  Blair. —Capt.  Blair 
killed  ;  2  feamen  killed,  13 

wounded. 

Torbay,  capt.  Gidoin. — Lieutenant 
Mounier  of  marines  killed  ;  9 
leamen  killed,  2  wounded. 

Prince  George,  captain  Williams.— 
9  feamen,  killed  24  wounded. 
Princeffa,  Francis  Samuel  Drake, 
efq.  captain  Knatchbull. — Lieu* 
tenants  Dundafs  and  M‘Doual1? 
(C)  and 
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and  lieutenant  Laban,  of  marines, 
wounded;  3  feamen  killed,  19 
wounded. 

Conqueror,  daptain  Balfour. — feven 
feamen  killed,  23  wounded. 
Nonfuch,  captain  Trufcott. — three 
feamen  killed,  three  wounded. 

Alcide,  captain  C.  Thompfon. - — 

No  returns,  having  a  prize  in 
tow,  and  not  joined. 

Arrogant,  captain  Cornifh.— -None 
killed  or  wounded. 

Marlborough,  captain  Penny.  —3 
feamen  killed,  16  wounded. 

Total  230  killed - 75 9  wound¬ 

ed. 

Formidable ,  at  Sea ,  April  14,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  mud  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  ac¬ 
quaint  their  lordfhips,  that  notwith- 
fla tiding  the  difpolition  I  had  made 
of  his  majefly’s  fleet  under  my 
command,  which  wrere  flationed  to 
windward  of  the  French  iflands  in  a 
line  flretching  from  the  latitude  of 
.Defiada  to  the  latitude  of  St.  Vin¬ 
cent’s’,  with  a  line  of  frigates  to 
windward,  which  their  lordfhips  may 
perceive,  by  the  difpolition  of  the 
fleet  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe, 
and  which  difpolition  was  thought 
by  every  officer  of  the  fleet  to  be  fuch 
as  to  render  it  impoffible  for  any 
convey  bound  to  the.  French  iflands 
to  efcape,  yet,  notwith Handing  the 
vigilance  of  every  captain  and  of¬ 
ficer,  “the  enemy  found  means  to 
efcape  by  making  the  ifland  of  De¬ 
fiada,  and  creeping  clofe  under  Gua- 
daloupe  and  Dominique,  they  ar¬ 
rived  fafe  in  the  Bay  of  Fort-Royal 
on  the  20th  and  21ft  of  March. 

Information  having  been  given  me 
of  this  unlucky  event,  l  thought  it 
my  duty  to  return  to  the  Bay  of  Gros 
lilet,  St  Lucia,  where  I  had  ordered 
the  flore-lhips,  victuallers,  and  trade 
bound  to  Jamaica  to  rendezvous. 

On  my  arrival  in  that  Bay  every 
difpatch  poliible  was  made  in  refit- 
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ting  the  fleet,  and  taking  in  flores- 
and  provilions  to  five  months  of  all 
fpecies  for  the  whole  fleet :  a  watch¬ 
ful  eye  being  kept  the  whole  time  on 
the  French  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Fort- 
Royal,  as  I  knew  that  count  aeGrafle 
would  haflen  the  refitting  his  fleet, 
and  take  the  firfl  opportunity  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  place  of  his  deflina- 
tion.  ^ 

On  the  5th  of  April  I  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  em¬ 
barking  their  troops  on  board  the 
fliips  of  war,  and  concluded  they  in¬ 
tended  to  fail  in  a  very  few  days, 

Capt.  Byron  of  the  Andromache, 
an  acflive,  brifk,  and  diligent  officer, 
watched  their  motions  with  fuch  at¬ 
tention,  that  on  the  8th  inftant  at 
day-light  he  made  the  lignal  of  the 
enemy’s  coming  out,  and  Handing 
to  the  north-weft.  1  inflantly  made 
the  fignal  to  weigh,  and  having 
looked  into  the  bays  of  Fort-Royal 
and  St.  Pierre’s,  where  no  enemy’s 
fhips  remained,  I  made  the  fignal 
for  a  general  chace,  and  before  day¬ 
light  came  up  with  the  enemy  under 
Dominique,  where  both  fleets  were 
becalmed,  and  continued  fo  for  fome 
time.  The  enemy  firfl  got  the  wind 
and  Hood  towards  Guadaloupe  ;  my 
van  divifion  under  that  gallant  officer 
rear  admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  re¬ 
ceived  it  next  and  Hood  after  them. 
At  nine  the  enemy  began  to  can¬ 
nonade  my  van,  which  was  returned 
with  the  greatefl  brifknel's. 

The  baffling  winds  undyr  Dorrfi- 
nique  did  not  permit  part  of  the 
center  divifion  to  get  into  adfion  with 
the  enemy’s  rear  till  half  pafl  eleven, 
and  then  only  the  fhip  next  to  me  ill 
the  line  of  battle. 

1  heir  lordfhips  may  eafily  imagine 
the  mortification  it  mufl  have  been  to 
the  fixteen  gallant  officers  comnjand- 
ingthe  fhips  of  the  rear,  who  could 
only  be  fpe&ators  of  an  adtion  in 
which  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
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jbin,  being  detained  by  the  calms 
under  Dominique. 

The  enemy’s  cannonade  ceafed 
Upon  my  rear’s  approach,  but  not 
before  they  had  done  confiderable 
damage  to  the  (hips  of  the  van,  and 
difabled  the  Royal -Oak  and  Mon¬ 
tagu,  and  his  majefty  had  loft  a 
gallant  officer,  viz.  captain  Bayne, 
of  the  Alfred,  and  a  number  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  teamen  ;  but:  fuch  was  the 
Ready  behaviour  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  the  Blips  of  the  van,  that  the 
enemy  received  more  damage  than 
they  occasioned. 

The  night  of  the  9th  the  Beet  lay- 
to  to  repair  their  damages.  The 
loth  they  continued  to  turn  to  wind¬ 
ward  under  an  eafy  fail,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Beet  continuing  to  do  the  fame, 
and  always  had  it  in  their  power  to 
come  to  addon,  which  they  cauti- 
oufly  avoided,  and  rendered  it  im~ 
poiiible  for  me  to  force  them  in  the 
iimation  they  were  in,  between  the 
Saints  and  the  Bland  of  Dominique. 
On  the  nth  of  April,  the  enemy 
having  gained  confiderably  to  wind¬ 
ward*  and  the  wind  blowing  a  frefh 
and  Beady  gale,  I  made  the  Bgnal 
for  a  general  chace  to  windward, 
which  continued  the  whole  day. 
Towards  funfet,  fome  of  the  head- 
moft  lliips  of  the  Beet  had  approach¬ 
ed  near  to  one  of  the  enemy’s  Blips 
that  had  received  damage  in  the  late 
aCfion,  and  had  certainly  taken  her, 
if  the  count  ae  Grafle  had  not  bore 
down  with  his  whole  Beet  for  her 
protection,  which  brought  him  fo 
near,  that  I  flattered  myfelf  he  would 
give  me  an  .opportunity  of  engaging 
him  the  next  day.  With  that  view 
I  threw  out  the  Bgnal  for  the  form 
of  failing,  and  flood  with  the  whole 
fleet  to  the  fouthward  till  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  then  tacked, 
and  had  the  happinefs  at  day-light 
to  find  my  moft  Sanguine  defire  was 
near  being  accomplifhed,  by  my  hav- 
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ing  it  in  my  power  to  force  the  ene- 
my  to  battle,  b  ot  one  moment  was 
loft  in  putting  it  into  execution  :  the 
confequence  has  been  fuch  as  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent  in  my 
former  letter  of  this  day  ,■  and  can 
fay  no  more  than  that  too  much 
praife  cannot  be  given  to  the  gallant 
officers  and  men  of  the  fleet  I  had 
the  honour  to  command.  1  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  great  regard, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  Servant, 

G.  B.  Rodney. 

N.  B«  L6rd  Cranfton  and  captain 
Byron  relate^  that  the  CaTar,  one  of 
the  captured  Blips,  Boon  after  flie 
was  taken  pofieffion  of,  took  fire  by 
accident  and  blew  up,  dnd  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people  on  board 
her  unfortunately  periflied  ;  and  that 
lord  Robert  Manners  died  in  his 
paflage  home  in  the  Andromache. 

Admiralty  -Office ,  Way  l8. 
Captain  Ball ,  late  of  bis  majefy’*  s  Jhip 
the  Superb,  arrived  early  on  the 
16  th  in  ft  ant,  with  dif patches  fro?r& 
vice-admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes * 
K.  B .  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
niajeftf  's  fhips  in  the  Eafl  Indies ,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  extra  hi. 

Ex  trail  of  a  letter  from  vice-admiral 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  to"  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  dated  on  board  the  Superb , 
in  Trine amale  Bay ,  the  l  fib  of 
January,  1782. 

1  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  you 
for  their  lordfliips  information,  by 
letter  of  the  iSth  of  OClober  laft, 
in  which  I  informed  their  lordfliips, 
that  major-general  Sir  HeClor  Mon¬ 
ro,  K.  B.  was  fent  to  take  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  company’s  troops  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  and  to  co-operate 
with  his  majefty’s  fquadron  under 
my  command,  in  the  attack  of  Ne- 
gapatam  ;  that  X  was  in  hopes  we 
fliould  be  able  to  reduce  it7  although 
{Q  2) 
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the  garrifon  was  reinforced  by  a  large 
detachment  of  Hyder  Ally’s  troops, 
and  the  fortifications  coniiderably 
ffirengthened  by  new  works  :  that  it 
was  true  the  feafon  for  military  ope¬ 
rations  on  the  coafl  was  far  advanc¬ 
ed,  and  the  fhift  of  the  monfoon  at 
hand  ;  but  that  for  a  place  of  fo 
much  confequence  to  the  company’s 
and  national  intereds  as  Negapa- 
tam  truly  was,  fomething  mull  be 
rifqued.  Accordingly  the  company’s 
troops  appeared  at  Nagore  on  the 
fea  coaft,  on  the  2  ill  of  October,  and 
major-general  Sir  Hector  Munro  im¬ 
mediately  landed  from  the  Superb, 
to  take  the  command  of  them  ;  the 
fame  day  the  whole  corps  of  marines 
of  the  fquadron,  amounting  to 
44.3,  officers  included,  landed,  and 
joined  the  company’s  troops,  and 
on  the  22d  a  battalion  of  teamen 
from  the  fquadron,  conlilling  of 
S27,  including  officers,  was  alfo 
landed  :  the  whole  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  captains  Thomas  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  of  his  majelly’s  fhip  Active, 
captain  Alexander  IVPCoy,  of  the 
Exeter,  and  capt.  Henry  Reynolds, 
of  the  Comhudion  fi re-fhip,  with 
orders  to  co-operate  with  major-gen. 
Sir  Hcftor  Mumo  to  the  utmoft,  in 
all  mcafures  for  the  attack  of  the 
place  :  in  the  mean  time  the  heavy 
cannon  for  the  attack,  confiding  of 
four  eighteen  pounders  and  two 
twelve  pounders  iron  guns  from  the 
transports,  with  twelve  eighteen 
pounders  from  the  {hips-  of  the  fqua¬ 
dron,  two  ten  inch  and  fix  five  and 
a  half  inch  mortars,  with  their  car¬ 
riages,  a  proportionable  number  of 
ffiot,  {hells,  powder,  and  every  eflen- 
tial  {lore  were  landed  through  a  great 
furf  by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron, 
and  on  rafts  or  catamarans,  made  for 
that  purpofe,  with  incredible  fatigue 
to  the  men,  and  equal  fpirit  and  ala¬ 
crity,  under  the  fuperintendence  of 
capt.  Ball,  of  the  Superb,  who  had 


great  merit  in  this  department  of  fe« 
vere  duty. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  the  Itrong  lines  which  the 
enemy  had  thrown  up,  flanked  by 
redoubts,  to  cover  and  defend  the 
approach  to  the  town,  were  .{formed 
and  carried  by  our  troops,  in  which 
the  feamenand  marines  bore  a  prin¬ 
cipal  part,  and  diftinguiffied  them- 
felves  for  Ready  and  determined 
bravery. 

On  the  3d  of  November  the  ge¬ 
neral  opened  ground  again!!  the  north 
face  of  the  fort,  and  the  approaches 
were  carried  on  with  great  rapidity, 
in  which  the  Teamen  and  marines 
worked  with  readinefs  and  effebt. 
On  the  5  th  I  moved  with  a  part  of 
the  fquadron  nearer  the  fort  on  the 
flank  of  our  lines,  and  on  the  6th 
landed  early  in  the  morning,  to  con¬ 
cert  with  the  general  the  be  ft  means 
of  carrying  on  the  liege  with  vigour, 
and  returned  on  board  the  Superb 
the  fame  evening. 


On  the  7th  a  battery  of  ten 
eighteen-pounders,  within  300  paces 
of  the  walls  of  the  place,  being  rea¬ 
dy  to  open,  1  thought  proper  to  fend 
a  fummons,  jointly  with  the  general, 
to  the  governor  to  advife  him  to  ca¬ 
pitulate,  which  he  abfolutely  refufed 
to  do. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  fiege,  th» 
enemy  made  two  defperate  Tallies 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  garrifon, 
but  were  both  times  beat  back  into 
the  town  with  much  lofs.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  10th,  the  breaching 
battery  being  ready,  four  eighteen 
pounders  were  got  into  it,  and 
opened  on  the  face  of  the  baflion  in¬ 
tended  to  be  breached,  with  good 
effebt.  In  the  night  four  more  eigh¬ 
teen  pounders  were  got  into  the  fame 
battery,  and  all  opened  on  the  breach 
bafdon  at  day-light,  Toon  after  the 
enemy  demanded  a  parley,  and  fent 
out  two  commiffioners  to  the  general 
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in  camp  with  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  the  general  did  me  the  honour 
to  fend  off  on  board  the  Superb.  In 
the  mean  time  hoftilities  ceafed  on 
both  fides,  and  early  on  the  morn¬ 
ing'  of  the  1 2th  I  landed,  and  went 
to  camp,  and,  with  the  general,  re¬ 
ceived  the  commiffaries  there  about 
ten  o’clock,  when  the  capitulation 
was  agreed  to,  and,  after  being  lent 
into  the  town  to  be  ratified  by  the 
governor  and  his  council,  was  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  general  and  myfelf 
at  two  o’clock,  and  the  gates  of  both 
the  town  and  citadel  were  put  in  pof- 
fellion  of  our  troops. 

Here  follow,  in  the  Gazette,  the 
articles  of  capitulation  between  vice- 
admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K,  B. 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefiy’s 
fquadron  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  major- 
general  Sir  Hedtor  Munro,  K.  B« 
commander  of  the  India  compa¬ 
ny’s  land  forces,  and  Reynier  Van 
Vliffiengen,  governor  of  Negapatam, 
and  director  for  the  affairs  of  the  Ne- 
therland  India  company  on  the  coaff 
of  Coromandel,  and  his  council,  the 
principal  of  which  are  the  follow¬ 
ing  : 

The  officers  and  garnfon  of  Ne¬ 
gapatam  fhall  march  out  at  the  China 
Gate  with  their  arms,  baggage,  co¬ 
lours  flying,  drums  beating,  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  lighted  match, 
and  neceffiaries.  -  Granted  ;  but  to 
pile  their  arms,  and  lay  down  their 
colours  and  drums  fo  loon  as  they 
pafs  the  gate.  If  by  neceffiaries  is 
meant  the  foldiers  neceffiaries,  they 
will  be  allowed  them. 

All  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  gar- 

f  O 

rifon  fhall  be  fubfifted  at  the  hon. 
Englifh  Eaft  India  company’s  ex- 
pence,  and  lent  on  board  Englifh 
fhips  as  conveniently  and  expediti- 
oully  as  polfible  to  Columbo  or  Ba¬ 
tavia.  - - All  officers  and  foldiers 

who  furrender  prifoners  of  war  will 
be  maintained,  and  a  particular  ac- 
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count  of  the  expenee  kept,  in  order 
that  the  ffates  general,  or  Dutch  Eaffi 
India  company  may  hereafter  make 
it  good  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany. —This  article  to  be  granted 
in  no  other  form. 

The  garnfon  confided  in  all  of 
about  Boco  men,  of  which  about.  3  00 
were  Europeans,  regular,  and  militia, 

7 co  Malayes,4,  o  :  feapoys,  and  2  300 
of  Hyder  Ally’s  troops,  of  whom 
1  coo  were  cavalry,  and  ran  away  on 
the  lirft  charge  at  the  attack  of  theu 
enemy’s  lines,  and  never  came  near 
the  place  after,  but  kept  at  a  dip 
ftance,  plundering  and  burning  the 
villages ;  and  moft  of  the  Malayes 
and  feapoys  threw  away  their  arms, 
and  deferted  the  garnfon  through  the 
W eftern  Gate,  in  the  night  between 
the  f  ith  and  j  2th,  during  the  truce. 

The  fquadron  loft  in  this  fervice 
17  feamen  killed,  and  27  wounded  ; 
13  marines  killed,  and  29  wounded  ; 
moft  of  the  wounded  have  fince  died 
of  their  wounds,  and  many,  both  fea¬ 
men  and  marines, were  carried  off  fud- 
denly  by  violent  cramps  and  fpafma 
brought  on  by  wet  and  fatigue. 

From  the  12th  to  the  2.9th  of  Nc 
vember,  the  weather  was  fo  tempet 
tuous,  that  it  was  with  the  greatelr 
difficulty  and  rifque  I  could  embark 
fome  of  the  military  prifoners  from 
the  port  of  Nagore  to  windward  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  ffiip  the  Adtive, 
and  the  company’s  fnow  Panther  ; 
and  on  the  19th,  there  being  every 
appearance  of  an  approaching  gale 
of  wind,  the  fquadron  put  to  lea, 
and  flood  to  the  N.  E.  under  their 
courfes  until  the  weather  became 
more  moderate,  and  the  whole  re¬ 
turned  to  Negapatam  Road  on  the 
23d,  except  the  company’s  fhips 
Neptune  and  Royal  Admiral, 

On  the  24th  and  23  th,  the  wea¬ 
ther  being  more  moderate,  I  was 
enabled  to  embark  the  whole  of  the 
feamen  and  marines,  who  had  done 
(C  3)  duty 


duty  oji  {bore  during  the  fiege,  on 
board  their  refpedtive  {hips ;  and  the 
remaining  part  of  the  military  prifon- 
£i*s  being  embarked  on  ooard  the 
Adlive  and  Panther,  they  failed  for 
Madrafs  on  the  4th  of  December. 

From  that  period  to  the  end  of  the 
pnonth,  we  experienced  all  the  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  monfoon  weather,  much 
wind,  hegvy  rams,  and  now  and 
then  a  fair  day,  of  which  we  took 
the  advantage  to  get  provilions  and 
water  on  board  the  fliips,  and  em¬ 
bark  the  Dutch  company’s  civil  fer- 
yants  from  the  late  governor  down¬ 
ward,  in  all  56,  on  board  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fhip  Rochford,  and  (he  failed 
with  the  in  for  Madrafs  on  the  23d 
of  the  month. 

A  detachment  of  the  company’s 
land  forces  being  granted  me  for  the 
purpofe  cf  garri toning  Trincamale, 
if  taken,  confining  of  an  officer  and 
30  European  and  native  artillery, 
and  about  coo  volunteer  feapoys, 
tinder  a  captain  and  live  fubalterns, 
they  were  embarked  on  board  the 
fliips  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  (hip  Effiex,  accordingly  ;  and 
|  failed  with  his  majefty’s  fliips  and 
transports  as  per  margin  *  from  Ne- 
gapatam  Road?the  idol  this  month, 
and  arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  4th, 
where  I  found  captain  Montagu  in 
his  majefly’s  fhip  the  Sea-hprfe,  who 
had  been  ftationed  oft  this  place  ever 
fince  the  21k  of  Augufl  laid,  t  o  block 
lip  the  Dutch  fliips  in  the  harbour. 

On  the  5th  in  the  morning,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  difembark  the  troops  with  all 
the  boats  in  the  fquadron,  fix  large 
chillingas,  and  four  large  rafts  or 
catamarans ;  the  chillingas  and  ca¬ 
tamarans  were  brought  from  Nega- 

patam  for  this  purpofe.  The  rrfa- 

;  .  —  _ _ _ r ’  '  _ _ _ 

*  Superb,  Monarca,  Exeter,  Wor¬ 
cester,  Burfcrd,  Elagle,  Combuftion 
jn refill p,  Nymph  (loop,  E Ilex  com- 
P any -fhip.  Expedition  brig. 
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rifles,  with  two  Ax  pounder  field 
pieces  mounted,  a  detachment  of 
artillery*  and  two  companies  of  fea¬ 
poys  as  pioneers,  landed  firft,  about, 
three  miles  from  Trincamale  fort, 
without  any  refinance  ;  the  battalion 
of  feamen,  confiding  of  the  fame 
number  of  officers  and  men  as  at  the 
attack  of  Negapatam,  were  landed 
immediately  after  the  marines,  and 
joined  them?  the  Company’s  fea¬ 
poys  followed  them,  and  the  whole 
were  landed  before  dark,  under  the 
command  of  captain  John  Gell,  of 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Monarca,  affilfed 
by  captain  Montagu,  of  the  Sear 
horfe,  and  captain  Reynolds,  of  the 
Combuftion  fireffiip.  The  feamen  and 
marines,  with  the  guns  and  pioneers, 
immediately  formed,  and  marched 
forward  tovvardTrincamale  tort ;  and 
the  fame  night  the  grenadier  compa¬ 
ny  of  marines,  with  the  guns,  made 
themfelves  matters  of  the  fort,  by 
puffing  refohnely  on  through  the 
gateway,  while  the  governor  was 
drawing  upon  paper  the  terms  of 
capitulation  which  he  meant  to  pro¬ 
pose.  In  this  tort,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  only  place  where  pro- 
vitions  and  ftores  couid  be-  landed 
from  the  fliips,  were  found  ten 
iron  guns  of  different  calibers,  and 
three  officers,  with  forty  men  were 
made  prifoners  ;  and  I  learned 
from  the  prifoners,  that  the  ene¬ 
my’s  whole  remaining  ftrength  was 
drawn  into  Oflenburgh  fort,  on  the 
top  of  a  high  hill  which  commanded 
the  harbour,  and  had  an  open  com¬ 
munication  with  their  fliips. 

On  the  6th  we  began  to  land  the 
requifite  ftores,  provisions  and  bag- 
for  the  troops  at  Trincamale 
fort  ;  and  on  the  7th  the  field  offi¬ 
cers,  with  major  Geils,  the  engineer, 
were  employed  in  reconnoitring  to 
find  the  bell  road  to  the  Heights, 
On  the  bth,  the  whole  marched  to¬ 
ward  a  high  hill  which  commanded 

Often- 
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Oftenburgh  fort,  on  the  top  of  which 
the  enemy  had  a  poll:  with  an  offi¬ 
cer’s  guard.  This  poll  a  detachment 
of  feamen  and  marines  drove  the 
enemy  from,  on  the  fame  night,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  it  within  200  yards 
of  Often  burgh  fort ;  and  I  ordered 
colonel  Gell  to  fend  the  following 
fummons  of  furrender  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  the  morning  of  the  9th. 

Superb^  in  Trine  am  ale  bay , 
Sir,  Jan*  9>  1782. 

As  I  am  perfectly  informed  of  the 
weaknefs  of  your  fort,  and  the  very 
fmail  number  of  men  you  have  to 
defend  it  againft  the  fliips  and  troops 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  and  the 
E aft  India  company  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  of  whole  great  fuperiority, 
both  in  proportioned  numbers  and 
difcipline,  you  cannot  be  ignorant : 
I  am  induced  from  motives  of  hu¬ 
manity,  in  order  to  avoid  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  and  of  regard  to  you 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  to 
prevent,  if  in  my  power,  the  dif- 
treffes  and  calamities  that  may  be¬ 
fall  you  and  them,  to  demand  of 
you  the  immediate  furrender  of  fort 
Oftenburgh  and  its  dependencies, 
with  the  fhips  and  veffiels  in  Trin- 
camale  harbour,  on  fuch  terms  as 
appear  to  me  reafonable  and  confid¬ 
ent,  and  you  and  I  may  agree  upon  : 
for  this  purpofe  I  give  you  two 
hours  from  the  time  this  fummons 
is  delivered  to  you,  to  deliberate  and 
return  me  an  anfwer.  If  you  agree 
to  furrender  on  capitulation,  com- 
miffioners  are  immediately  to  be  fent 
on  your  part  to  colonel  Gell,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  forces  on  finore,  who 
will  fend  them  in  iafety  to  me  ;  but 
if  you  rejeeft  the  offer  now  made  you, 
you  yourfelf  will  be  the  caufe  of  lives 
loft,  and  moredifadvantageous  terms 
at  a  latter  day.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
moll  obedient  humble  fervant. 

(Signed)  Edw.  Hughes. 
.Albert us  Homced ,  Efq. 

Governor  of  Fort  Ofenburgh • 
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To  which,  in  about  two  hours,  I 
received  the  following  anfwer  : 

Jan.  9,  1782. 

Honoured  excellency, 

In  anfwer  to  your  excellency’s 
letter  of  fummons  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  received  by  me  but  now  a 
little  before  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning ;  I  have  to  inform  you9 
that,  by  every  poffibie  means  in  my 
power,  it  is  my  duty  to  be  faithful 
to  my  inafters,  and  for  that  reafon  I 
have  refolved  not  to  furrender  fort 
Oftenburgh,  but  to  defend  it  to  the 
laft,  againft  all  attempts  that  may  be 
made  to  take  it. 

I  am,  honoured  excellency, 
your  excellency’s  humble 
fervant, 

(Signed)  Albertus  Homoed* 
Vice-admiral  Sir  Edward 


Hughes K.  B .  &c. 

Major  Geils,  who  carried  the 
fummons,  reported  to  me,  that  it 
was  his  opinion  the  place  might  be 
taken  by  aflault ;  and  I  was  more 
difpofed  to  this  mode  of  attack,  as 
heavy  cannon  for  battery  could  not 
get  up  the  hill  without  much  labour 
and  iofs  of  time,  which  laft  I  could 
not  afford  ;  but,  being  deftrous  not 
to  rifque  a  repulfe,  I  wrote  another 
fummons  to  the  governor  as  follows  : 

Superb  in  Z1  rincamale  bay ,  Jan* 
9,  1782. 

Sir, 


I  have  received  the  honour  of 
your  anfwer  of  this  date  to  my  fum¬ 
mons  of  the  9th  of  this  month,  and 
am  greatly  furprifed  at  your  impru¬ 
dence  in  expollng  the  lives  of  the 
few  men,  women,  and  children,  flint 
up  with  you  in  fort  Oftenburgh  to 
the  certainty  of  a  florin,  which  no 
duty  you  owe  your  employers  can 
warrant. 

My  former  attachment  to  you 
and  your  family,  as  well  as  other 
acquaintances  at  this  place,  induces 
me  to  warn  you  of  the  imminent 
(C  4)  danger 
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danger  you  run  of  this  fate,  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  defend  a  place  not  de¬ 
fensible,  and  you  fee  the  Enghftt 
troops  in  poileflion  of  the  heights 
which  command  the  fort :  if  after 
this  friendly  advice  you  perhft  to  re¬ 
fute  the  furrender  of  the  place  on 
reafonable  terms,  which  I  now  offer 
you,  you  mull  take  the  confequence, 
without  laying  any  a£t  of  inhumanity 
to  my  charge,  I  am  with  regard, 

Sir,  your  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervdnt, 
(Signed)  Edw.  EIughes, 
Hlbertus  Homos d,  Ejq. 

Governor  of  Port  Qfenburgh. 

And  determined,  if  the  governor 
refufed  to  capitulate,  and  the  major 
continued  in  his  opinion  of  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  taking  the  fort  by  af- 
fault,  to  order  it  to  be  alfaulted, 
being  fully  fatisfied  of  the  fteadinefs 
and  bravery  of  our  men,  and  that, 
jf  practicable,  they  would  fucceed. 
The  governor  lent  me  the  following 
anfwer  to  my  fecond  fummons  : 

Ofcnburgb ,  Jan.  10,  1782. 
Moft  generous  Sir, 

Your  excellency’s  letter  of  yefter- 
day  was  delivered  into  my  hands  this 
morning  at  ten  o’clock,  in  anfwer  to 
which  I  am  to  acknowledge  your 
excellency’s  good  will  to  me  perfon- 
ally,  and  all  the  people  in  this  place  ; 
but,  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  in¬ 
forming  your  excellency,  that  mv 
orders  from  my  Ihperiors  is  to  defend 
the  place  where  I  now  command  to 
the  la  ft.  If  I  failed  in  this  J  could 
not  anfwer  to  them  for  my  conduct, 
and  that  I  leave  to  your  excellency’s 
confideration.  I  am,  with  much 
refpedt,  moft  generous  Sir,  your 
excellency  s  moft  humble  fervant 
„  (Signed)  Albert  us  Homoed. 

Hh  excellency  the  generous,  brave 
and  illuflmous  hir  Edward 
Hughes ,  K.  B.  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Britannic  majefy's 
J qua  dr  on  i?i  Erincamati  bay. 


Major  Geils  perfifting  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  lower  part  of  the  fort 
might  be  taken  by  aliault,  although 
not  fo  clear  refpedting  a  cavalier 
very  high,  mounting  fix  pieces  of 
cannon,  the  aflault  was  ordered,  and 
the  neceftary  difpofition  was  made 
for  the  attack,  to  begin  at  day  light 
in  the  morning  of  the  nth;  and 
accordingly  the  forming  party,  corn-! 
pofed  of  450  fearnen  and  marines, 
and  their  officers,  with  each  flank 
covered  by  a  company  of  pioneers, 
and  20  fearnen  carrying  the  foaling 
ladders,  and  armed  with  cutlasfles 
with  a  referve  of  three  companies  of 
fearnen,  and  three  companies  of  ma¬ 
rines,  with  two  field  pieces  to  flip- 
port  it,  followed  by  the  company’s 
troops,  advanced  at  day  light  to¬ 
wards  the  fort,  and  the  ferjeant’s 
party  in  front  getting  in  at  the  era* 
brafures  un perceived  by  the  enemy, 
was  immediately  followed  by  the 
whole  of  the  {forming  party,  who 
foon  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
works,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of 
the  fort ;  and  all  the  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour  immediate  fur- 
rendered. 

In  this  aflault  I  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  lofe  lieutenant  George  Long, 
my  fecond  lieutenant,  a  moft  wor¬ 
thy  and  deferving  officer,  who  was 
killed  in  advancing  bravely  to  the 
aflault  at  the  head  of  his  company, 
and  alfo  twenty  non-commiftioned 
and  private  fearnen  and  marines  ; 
lieutenant  Wolfeley,  who  command¬ 
ed  a  company  of  fearnen;  lieutenant 
Samuel  Orr,  of  the  marines,  who 
commanded  their  grenadier  compa¬ 
ny,  and  did  duty  as  brigade  major; 
and  forty  non-commiflioned  and  pri¬ 
vate  fearnen  and  marines  were  wound¬ 
ed.  The  enemy  loft  but  few  men, 
as  they  moftly  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  their  forfeited  lives  were 
{pared  by  that  difpofition  to  mercy 
which  ever  diftinguifhes  Britons. 

?rU 
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Prif oners  taken  in  the  garrifon. 

The  governor,  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  three  enfigns,  250  Eu¬ 
ropean  infantry,  one  captain -lieu¬ 
tenant  and  engineer,  two  fubalterns, 
50  European  artillery,  3$  feamen 
from  the  fhips,  and  ten  artificers,  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant,  two  enfigns, 
Malay  es.  . 

In  the  harbour  we  found  two  of 
the  enemy’s  fhips,  one  of  the  com-? 
pany’s,  the  other  private,  both 
richly  laden,  and  feveral  fmall  vef- 
fels  of  no  confequence. 

As  the  knowledge  of  thefe  fuc- 
tefies,  by  which  the  Dutch  are 
driven  entirely  from  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  and  a  fair  beginning- 
made  towards  getting  poffeffion  of 
ail  their  valuable  fettiements  on  the 
if  land  of  Ceylon,  may  be  attended 
ytdth  many''  good  confeq.uenc.es  to 
the  public,  I  have  ordered  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  floop  the  Nymph,  captain 
John  Sutton,  commander,  late  my 
nrft  lieutenant,  to  proceed  to  Eng¬ 
land  immediately  ;  and  I  have  de¬ 
livered  to  captain  Henry  Ball,  my 
captain  in  the  Superb,  who  has  been 
of  infinite  ufe  to  thefervice  in  fuper- 
intending  the  landing  the  heavy 
guns,  ftores,  provifions,  and  other 
articles,  both  at  Negapatam,  and  at 
this  place,  my  letters  tor  their  lord- 
fhips,  and  the  earl  of  Hillfborough, 
with  the  colours  of  the  citadel  of 
Negapatam  and  of  fort  Oftenburgh, 
which  I  requeft  their  lordfhips  will 
permit  him  to  lay  tit  his  majelly’s 
feet. 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  vice-admiral 
Sir  Edward  Hughes ,  K.  B.  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  his  rnajefy  s  flips 
and  vejfels  in  the  Eaf  Indies ,  to  the 
earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Superb , 
in  Tr incarnate  bay,  Jan,  1  7,  1)82. 
I  am  happy  to  obferve  to  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  fall  of  Negapatam 
fully  anfwered  my  expectations,  for, 
immediately  after  fjy  derAlly ’s  troops 


evacuated  all  the  forts  and  ftrong 
pods  they  held  in  the  Man j ore 
country,  and  the  Polygars,  or  petty 
princes,  in  the  Marawa  and  Tri- 
navilly  provinces,  who,  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  Hyder,  had  rebelled 
againft  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  taken  up  arms  againft  us,  are 
returning  to  their  obedience  on  the 
beft  terms  they- can  make  for  them- 
felves. 

19,  Yefterday  a  proclamation  of¬ 
fering  a  reward  of  50c!.  for  appre¬ 
hending  Thomas  Lewen,  efq.  late 
fecretary  to  the  council  at  Ma- 
d'rafs,  was  pubiftned  in  the  London 
Gazette. 

23.  On  this  day  the  earl  of  Dal- 
houfie,  his  majefty’s  high  comm  if* 
fioner  to  the  church  of  Scotland, 
opened  that  aftembly  with  an  elegant 
fpeech,  to  which  a  fu  it  able  anfwer 
was  returned  by  tlje  reverend  Mr* 
Principal  M‘Cormic,  of  Saint  An¬ 
drew’s,  their  moderator.  —  There 
was  afterwards  fome  debate  in  drawr 
ing  up  the  addrefs  to  be  preferred 
to  his  majefty,  it  being  propoied  by 
the  reverend  Mr.  Porteous,  of  Glaf- 
gow,  to  exprefs  their  ft  rife  of  his 
majefty’s  goodnefs  in  taking  into 
his  fervice  men  of  the  higheft  abili¬ 
ties,  poffeffing  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  &c.  This  was  warmly  op- 
pofed  on  the  ground  of  impropriety  ; 
they,  as  an  ecclefiaftical  body,  hav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  do  with  political 
matters ;  it  therefore  palled  in  the 
negative. 

28.  This  day  the  powder  mills  on 
Hounilow-heath  accidentally  blew 
up,  by  which  three  perfons  loll  their 
lives,  and  a  fourth  was  dangeroully 
wounded. 

Dublin ,  May  28.  Yefterday  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  attended 
by  lord  Charlemont,  went  in  irate  to 
the  houfe  of  peers,  to  announce 
the  concurrence  of  his  majefty  and 
the  Britilh  parliament  in  the  re¬ 
paration 
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bled,  impreffed  with  fentiments  of 
the  warm  elf  attachment  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  perfon  and  government, 
and  zeal  for  the  honour  of  your 
crown  and  profperity  of  all  your  ma- 
jefty’s  dominions,  beg  leave  humbly 
to  approach  your  throne*  with  the 
molt  hearty  congratulations  for  the 
late  glorious  fuccelfes,  with  which  it 
has  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to 
blefs  your  maj,e  fly’s  arms  in  different 
quarters  of  the  world. 

44  We  trufl  thaf,  under  the  Weir¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  Providence,  the  va¬ 
lour  of  your  majefly’s  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies,  directed  by  the  wifdom  of  your 
councils,  and  the  good  conduct  of 
thole  able  commanders  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  fet  over  them,  will  purfue 
the  important  advantages  already 
obtained  with  vigour  and  fuccefs. 

44  And  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
we  {hall  have  the  heartfelt  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  the  fplendor  of  your 
crown  reflored,  the  wonted  fuperi- 
ority  of  your  royal  navy  over  all 
your  enemies  re-eflablifhed,  and  the 
general  tranquillity  and  welfare  of 
the  Bridlh  dominions  completely  fe- 
cured,  by  terminating  a  glorious  and 
fuccefs  fill  war,  wi  th  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace. 

44  Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

44  William  Rix.” 

To  the  above  addrefs  his  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  return  the  following 
moft  gracious  anfwer : 

44 1  return  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  loyal  and  affeblionate  con- 
gratulations  upon  the  late  glorious 
fuccefs  in  different  quarters  of  the 
world.  The  intrepid  valour  of  my 
fleets  and  armies,  and  the  conduct 
and  courage  of  my  officers,  were 
never  more  confpicuous  than  they 
have  appeared  on  the  late  occafions. 
It  is,  however,  to  the  bleffing  of 
Almighty  God  that  we  owe  thefe 
victories. 


[June, 

44  I  trull  that  the  vigorous  exer- 
tions  of  a  firm  and  united  people, 
together  with  the  new  refources  that 
have  prefented  themfelves  to  increafe 
my  force  both  by  fea  and  land,  and, 
above  all,  the  divine  protection  of  my 
juft  caufe,  will  enable  me  to  termi¬ 
nate  the  war  upon  fair  and  honour¬ 
able  terms.  My  good  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  may  be  allured  of  my  conftant 
attention  to  their  commerce  and 
happinefs.” 

Whitehall^  June  8,  1782. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant  gene* 
ral  Sir  Eyre  Coate, }  knight  of  the 
Bath ,  dated  Fort  St.  George,  Ja?iu - 
ary  28,  !  782,  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ,  one  of  his 
majefy's  principal  fecrctaries  of 
fate ,  June  4. 

After  the  aCtion  with  Hyder  Ally, 
on  the  1  ft  of  July,  my  next  objeCt 
was  to  march  to  the  northward,  in 
order  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Bengal  detachment,  and  in  the  way 
to  relieve  Vandiwafh,  which  was  in- 
vefted  by  a  detachment  under  Tippo 
Saib,  who  had  begun  to  raife  bat¬ 
teries,  and  to  make  other  necefiary 
preparations  for  a  liege.  My  move¬ 
ments  had  the  defired  effeCt,  as  Tip¬ 
po  Saib,  upon  hearing  of  my  ap¬ 
proach,  drew  off,  and  took  the  route 
by  Gin  gee,  by  which  road  Hyder 
was  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  moved  to¬ 
wards  Arcot. 

On  the  26th  of  July  I  arrived  with 
the  army  at  the  Mount,  marched  a- 
gain  on  the  31ft,  and  on  the  3d  of 
Auguft  happily  effected  the  junction 
with  the  Bengal  detachment,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Mount  on  the  5th, 
where  the  whole  encamped. 

On  the  16th  the  whole  army 
marched  from  the  Mount. 

On  the  20th  I  laid  fiege  to  Tripaf- 
fore,  and  on  the  2  2d  in  the  morning 
it  furrendered  on  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  The  acquifition  was  of  confe- 
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quence,  and  happening  at  the  time 
it  did,  was  a  moil  fortunate  one,  as 
the  advance  of  Hyder’s  army,  com¬ 
ing  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged,  had 
in  that  very  moment  appeared  in 
fight,  and  there  only  remained  in 
camp  one  day’s  rice. 

By  means  of  the  paddy  which  we 
found  in  the  fort,  I  was  enabled  to 
ferve  out  a  few  days  fubliftence  to 
the  troops  ;  and  hearing  that  Hyder 
was  in  full  force,  at  the  difiance  of 
about  iixteen  miles,  I  refolved  to 
march  towards  him ;  but  before  1 
could  attempt  it,  I  found  it  neceffary 
to  draw  feme  rice  from  Pondamalee ; 
which  having  done,  I  marched  on 
the  26th,  in  order  to  engage  the 
enemy,  as  the  only  hope  that  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  left,  from  whence  we  might 
fiand  a  chance  of  furmounting  our 
difficulties. 

Hyder,  on  my  advancing,  thought 
proper  to  fall  back  a  few  miles  to  the 
ground  on  which  he  had  defeated  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Baillie, 
where  he  took  up  a  very  flrong  poli¬ 
tico;  and,  influenced  from  afuperlti- 
iious  notion  of  its  being  a  lucky  fpot, 
had  determined,  as  I  was  informed 
by  my  intelligence,  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  a  fecond  battle.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  marched,  on  the  27th  in  the 
morning,  towards  him  ;  and  as  re¬ 
ported,  about  eight  o’clock,  we  dif- 
covered  his  army  in  order  of  battle, 
and  in  full  force  to  receive  us,  and 
in  poffeffion  of  many  flrong  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofls,  rendered  the  more 
formidable  by  the  nature  of  the 
country  lying  between,  which  was 
interfeCted  by  very  deep  water- 
courfes.  In  Ihort,  nothing  could 
be  more  formidable  than  the  fituation 
of  the  enemy,  and  nothing  more  ar¬ 
duous  than  our  approach.  To  pre- 
fent  a  front  to  them,  I  was  obliged 
to  form  the  line  under  a  very  heavy 
cannonade  from  feveral  batteries,  as 
well  as  from  the  enemy?s  line,  which 
galled  us  exceedingly,  and  was  a 


very  trying  fituation  for  the  troops* 
who  bore  it  with  a  firmnefs  and  un* 
daunted  bravery  which  did  them  the 
highefl  honour,  and  fhewed  a  valour, 
not  to  be  furpaffed  by  the  firft  ve¬ 
terans  of  any  nation  in  Europe.  The 
conflict  lafled  from  nine  in  the  morrif 
mg  till  near  fun-fet,  when  we  had 
drove  the  enemy  from  all  thel? 
flrong  pofls,  and  obliged  them  to  re¬ 
treat  with  precipitation,  leaving  us 
in  full  poffeffion  of  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  Our  lofs  on  this  occafion  was 
heavier  than  on  the  ifl  of  July,  and 
that  of  the  enemy  lefs,  owing  to  their 
having  fheltered  themfelves  under 
cover  of  banks  of  tanks,  and  other 
grounds  which  they  poffeffed  favour¬ 
able  for  that  purpole.  General  Stuart 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  leg  by 
a  cannon  fliot,  whilfl  bravely  con¬ 
ducting  the  fecond  line  to  the  fupport 
of  a  poii:  which  I  had  occupied  at  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement, 
and  on  which  the  enemy  had  kept  up 
a  very  fevere  fire.  The  fame  fhot 
alfo  carried  away  the  leg  of  Colonel 
Brown ;  and,  havingcaufed  his  death, 
deprived  the  company  of  a  very  old 
and  faithful  fervant,  and  the  army 
of  an  able  and  experienced  officer. 
Captain  Hiflop,  one  of  my  aid  de 
camps,  a  very  aCtive  and  fpirited 
officer,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  fhot. 

O11  the  27th  of  September,  near 
Sholingur,  I  difcovered  Hvder’s  en¬ 
campment,  and,  from  the  difpofition 
Which  I  could  perceive  he  had  made 
of  his  troops,  I  was  fatisfied  that  he 
meant  to  give  battle.  It  was  about 
noon  when  I  gave  the  orders  for 
ftriking  our  encampment,  and  for  the 
army  to  march.  My  orders  were 
obeyed  with  a  degree  of  expedition 
and  alacrity  beyond  all  expectation  ; 
for  although  the  enemy  were  polled 
at  lead:  live  miles  off,  from  whence 
they  did  not  advance  nearer,  the  ar¬ 
mies  were  engaged  before  four 
o’clock,  and  by  evening  Hyder  was 
completely  routed. 

Our 
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bled,  impreffed  with  fentiments  of 
the  warm  eft  attachment  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  perfon  and  government, 
and  zeal  for  the  honour  of  your 
crown  and  proiperity  of  all  your  ma* 
jelly’s  dominions,  beg  leave  humbly 
to  approach  your  throne-,  with  the 
moft  hearty  congratulations  for  the 
late  glorious  fucceifes,  with  which  it 
has  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to 
blefs  your  majefty’s  arms  in  different 
quarters  of  the  world. 

“  We  truft  thap  under  the  bleff- 
ing  of  the  fame  Providence,  the  va¬ 
lour  of  your  majefty’s  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies,  directed  by  the  wifdom  of  your 
councils,  and  the  good  conduct  of 
thole  able  com  m  an  ders  y  ou  have  been 
pleafed  to  let  over  them,  will  purfue 
the  important  advantages  already 
obtained  with  vigour  and  fuccefs. 

44  And  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
we  lhall  have  the  heartfelt  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  the  fplendor  of  your 
crown  rellored,  the  wonted  fuperi- 
ority  of  your  royal  navy  over  all 
your  enemies  re-eftablifhed,  and  the 
general  tranquillity  and  welfare  of 
the  Rriftlh  dominions  completely  fe- 
cured,  by  terminating  a  glorious  and 
fuccefsful  war,  with  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace. 

44  Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

44  William  Rix.” 

To  the  above  addrefs  his  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  return  the  following 
moft  gracious  anfwer: 

44 1  return  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  loyal  and  affedlionate  con¬ 
gratulations  upon  the  late  glorious 
fuccefs  in  different  quarters  of  the 
world.  The  intrepid  valour  of  my 
fleets  and  armies,  and  the  conduct 
and  courage  of  my  officers,  were 
never  more  confpicuous  than  they 
have  appeared  on  the  late  occafions. 
It  is,  however,  to  the  bleffing  of 
Almighty  God  that  we  owe  tlicfe 
victories. 


44  I  truft  that  the  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  of  a  firm  and  united  people, 
together  with  the  new  refources  that 
have  p  relented  themfelves  to  increafe 
my  force  both  by  fea  and  land,  and, 
above  all,  the  divine  protection  of  my 
juft  caufe,  will  enable  me  to  termi¬ 
nate  the  war  upon  fair  and  honour¬ 
able  terms.  My  good  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  may  be  allured  of  my  conftant 
attention  to  their  commerce  and 
happinefs.” 

Whitehall ,  June  8,  1782. 
Fxtraffi  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant  gene* 
ral  Sir  Eyre  Coote ,  knight  of  the 
Bath ,  dated  Fort  St.  George,,  Janu¬ 
ary  28 ,  1782,  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ,  one  of  his 
majefy  s  principal  fecrctaries  of 
fate ,  June  4. 

After  the  action  with  Hyder  Ally, 
on  the  1  ft;  of  July,  my  next  objedt 
was  to  march  to  the  northward,  in 
order  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Bengal  detachment,  and  in  the  way 
to  relieve  Vandivvalli,  which  was  in- 
vefted  by  a  detachment  under  Tippo 
Saib,  who  had  begun  to  raife  bat¬ 
teries,  and  to  make  other  necelfary 
preparations  for  a  liege.  My  move¬ 
ments  had  the  deftred  effedt,  as  Tip¬ 
po  Saib,  upon  hearing  of  my  ap¬ 
proach,  drew  off,  and  took  the  route 
by  Gun  gee,  by  which  road  Hyder 
was  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  moved  to¬ 
wards  Arcot. 

On  the  26th  of  July  I  arrived  with 
the  army  at  the  Mount,  matched  a- 
gain  on  the  31ft,  and  on  the  yd  of 
Auguft  happily  effedted  the  j  undiion 
with  the  Bengal  detachment,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Mount  on  the  5th, 
where  the  whole  encamped. 

On  the  1 6th  the  whole  army 
marched  from  the  Mount. 

On  the  20th  I  laid  ft ege  to  Tripaf- 
fore,  and  on  the  2 2d  in  the  morning 
it  furrendered  on  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  The  acquifttion  was  of  confe- 
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€[uence,  and  happening  at  the  time 
it  did,  was  a  moft  fortunate  one,  as 
the  advance  of  Hyder’s  army,  com¬ 
ing  to  the  relief  of  the  beheged,  had 
in^that  very  moment  appeared  in 
fight,  and  there  only  remained  in 
camp  one  day’s  rice. 

By  means  of  the  paddy  which  we 
found  in  the  fort,  I  was  enabled  to 
ferve  out  a  few  days  fubfiftence  to 
the  troops  ;  and  hearing  that  Hyder 
was  in  full  force,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  iixteen  miles,  I  refolved  to 
march  towards  him  ;  but  before  I 
could  attempt  it,  I  found  it  neceffary 
to  draw  forae  rice  from  Pondamalee ; 
which  having  done,  I  marched  on 
the  26th,  in  order  to  engage  the 
enemy,  as  the  only  hope  that  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  left,  from  whence  we  might 
.ftand  a  chance  of  liirmounting  our 
difficulties. 

Hyder,  on  my  advancing,  thought 
proper  to  fall  back  a  few  miles  to  the 
ground  on  which  he  had  defeated  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Baillie, 
where  he  took  up  a  very  ftrong  poli¬ 
tico;  and,  influenced  from  a fuperfti- 
tious  notion  of  its  being  a  lucky  fpot, 
had  determined,  as  I  was  informed 
by  my  intelligence,  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  a  fecond  battle.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  marched,  on  the  27th  in  the 
morning,  towards  him  ;  and  as  re¬ 
ported,  about  eight  o’clock,  we  dis¬ 
covered  his  army  in  order  of  battle, 
and  in  full  force  to  receive  us,  and 
in  poffeffion  of  many  ftrong  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofts,  rendered  the  more 
formidable  by  the  nature  of  the 
country  lying  between,  which  was 
interfered  by  very  deep  water- 
courfes.  In  fhort,  nothing  could 
be  more  formidable  than  the  fituation 
of  the  enemy,  and  nothing  more  ar¬ 
duous  than  our  approach.  To  pre- 
fent  a  front  to  them,  I  was  obliged 
to  form  the  line  under  a  very  heavy 
cannonade  from  feveral  batteries,  as 
well  as  from  the  enemy?s  line,  which 
.failed  us  exceedingly,  and  was  a 


very  trying  fituation  for  the  troops* 
who  bore  it  with  a  firmnefs  and  un¬ 
daunted  bravery  which  did  them  the 
higheft  honour,  and  fliewed  a  valour, 
not  to  be  furpaffed  by  the  firft:  ve¬ 
terans  of  any  nation  in  Europe.  The 
conflict  lafted  from  nine  in  the  mornt* 
ing  till  near  fun-fet,  when  we  had 
drove  the  enemy  from  all  their 
ftrong  pofts,  and  obliged  them  to  re¬ 
treat  with  precipitation,  leaving  us 
in  full  poffeffion  of  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  Our  lofs  on  this  occafton  was 
heavier  than  on  the  ift  of  July,  and 
that  of  the  enemy  lefs,  owing  to  their 
having  flickered  themfelves  under 
cover  of  banks  of  tanks,  and  other 
grounds  which  they  poflefted  favour¬ 
able  for  that  purpofe.  General  Stuart 
had,  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  leg  by 
a  cannon  ftiot,  whilft:  bravely  con¬ 
ducting  the  fecond  line  to  the  fupport 
of  a  poll  which  I  had  occupied  at  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement, 
and  on  which  the  enemy  had  kept  up 
a  very  fevere  fire.  The  fame  ftiot 
alfo  carried  away  the  leg  of  Colonel 
Brown ;  and,  havingcaufed  his  death, 
deprived  the  company  of  a  very  old 
and  faithful  fervant,  and  the  army 
of  an  able  and  experienced  officer. 
Captain  Hiflop,  one  of  my  aid  de 
camps,  a  very  aCtive  and  fpirited 
officer,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ftiot. 

O11  the  27  th  of  September,  near 
Sholingur,  I  ditcovered  Hvder’s  en¬ 
campment,  and,  from  the  difpofition 
which  1  could  perceive  he  had  made 
of  his  troops,  I  was  fatisfied  that  he 
meant  to  give  battle.  It  was  about 
noon  when  I  gave  the  orders  for 
flunking  our  encampment,  and  for  the 
army  to  march.  My  orders  were 
obeyed  with  a  degree  of  expedition 
and  alacrity  beyond  all  expectation  ; 
for  although  the  enemy  were  polled 
at  leaft  five  miles  off,  from  whence 
they  did  not  advance  nearer,  the  ar¬ 
mies  were  engaged  before  four 
o’clock,  and  by  evening  Hyder  was 
completely  routed. 

Our 
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Our  lofs  on  this  occafion  was  very 
trifling,  whilft  the  enemy’s  was  very 
confiderable  both  in  cavalry  and  in¬ 
fantry.  We  had  but  one  fubaltern 
officer  killed,  none  wounded,  and  a 
bout  ico  rank  and  file  killed,  wound¬ 
ed  and  miffing. 

After  relieving  Vellore*on  the  4th 
of  November,  which  in  four  or  five 
days  more  mu  ft  either  have  been  e~ 
vacuated  or  given  up  to  the  enemy, 
I  proceeded  to  Chittor,  to  which  t 
laid  liege  on  the  8th,  and  it  capitu¬ 
lated  on  the  icth. 

Vellore  being  once  more  in  dif- 
trefs  for  pro vi lions,  it  was  neceffiiry 
that  the  army  fnould  again  march  to 
its  relief. 

Having  made  our  arrangements, 
the  army  marched  on  the  2d  inftant 
towards  Vellore,  The  enemy  had 
affembled  in  force  on  the  weftern 
banks  of  the  Poni  river,  but  on  our 
approaching  near,  which  was  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  they  decamped, 
and  retreated  with  precipitation  to¬ 
wards  Lallapet ;  and  left  us  to  take 
up  their  ground  in  quiet,  diftant  a- 
botit  twelve  miles  from  our  place  of 
deftination.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  at  ten  o’clock,  when  the  army 
was  crofting  a  deep  morafs,  our  rear 
and  left  flank  were  attacked  by  a  di¬ 
ftant  cannonade  from  the  enemy, 
whofe  different  manoeuvres  were  evi¬ 
dently  with  a  view  to  impede  our 
progrefs  to  Vellore,  and  to  attack 
our  baggage  and  convoy.  Having 
been  completely  foiled  in  all  their 
attempts'to  that  end,  they  thought 
proper  to  retire  about  three  -O’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  after  having  kept 
up  a  heavy  fire  tor  about  four  hours. 
O  ur  lofs  or  this  occafion  was  killed, 

1  lieutenant,  19  native  non-com- 

miffioncd  rank  and  file,  and  four 
holies. - Wounded,  2  lieutenants, 

2  European  rank  and  file,  1  Soube- 

dan,  and  3  c;  non  -  com  mi  ill  on  ed  na¬ 
tive  rank  and  file _ -Miffing,  1 
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European  rank  and  file,  4  natives^ 
and  1  horfe. 

After  the  enemy  had  retired,  I 
profecutea  my  march,  and  encamped 
for  the  night  within  about  four  miles 
of  Vellore.  We  arrived  there  the 
following  morning,  being  the  nth* 
the  very  day  to  which  I  had  been 
pre-advifed  by  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  garrifon  the  provifions 
would  laft.  A  halting  day  had  be^ 
come  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  re- 
frefhment  of  the  troops,  and  draught 
and  carriage  cattle,  having  come  up¬ 
wards  of  feventv  miles  in  five  days, 
fo  that  I  did  not  commence  my 
march  back  until  the  1 3th,  on  which 
day  Hyder  appeared  in  full  force, 
and  chofe  again  to  make  an  attack 
by  a  diftant  cannonade,  when  our 
army  was  crofting  the  fame  martby 
ground  where  he  attacked  11s  on  the 
10th  in  going.  About  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  whole  had  got 
clear  over  the  fwamp,  and,  having 
polled  the  baggage  with  a  proper 
guard,  I  formed  the  line,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  enemy  with  all  the 
expedition  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  admit  of ;  upon  which  the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  retreated  with 
precipitation.  We  purfued  them 
till  dark,  and  not  without  execu¬ 
tion,  as  we  kept  up  an  advancing  fire 
upon  them.  It  being  impoffible  to 
do  more,  we  returned  to  our  ground 
of  encampment,  where  we  arrived 
about  midniyht.  Our  lofs  on  this 
occafion  was  very  trifling,  only  t 
officer  wounded,  and  about  60  rank 
and  file  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing'. 

Col.  Crawford,  of  his  majefty’* 
73d  regiment,  having  had  my  leave 
to  return  to  Europe,*  will  have  the 
honour  of  delivering  your  lordfhip 
this  letter. 

\  fhould  do  injuftice  to  the  high 
fenfe  I  entertain  of  col.  Crawford’s 
merit  as  an  officer,  did  l  omit  on 
this  occafion  mentioning  hoW  much 

h* 
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he  has  acquitted  himfelf  to  my  fatis- 
faftion,  and  with  honour  and  credit 
to  himfelf,  in  the  whole  courie  ol  a 
moft  trying  campaign.  He  was  next  in 
command  to  me  at  the  battle  of  Sho- 
lingur,  on  which  occaiion  his  con¬ 
duct  was  deferving  of  the  higheft  ap- 
cP 

aC  e 

I  have  had  occaiion  to  make  a 
favourable  mention  of  lieut.  folonel 
Owen  for  diilinguilhed  condudt  in 
refilling,  with  a  fmall  detachment, 
the  united  efforts  of  the  whole  of 
Hyder’s  army.  Permit  me  the  li¬ 
berty  of  once  more  recurring  to  him 
as  an  officer  of  great  military  abili- 
ties,  he  has  acquitted  himfelf  to  my 
highe ft  fatisi action ,  and  has  rendered 
efientiai  fervices  to  the  public  in  the 
courfe  of  the  campaign. 

Admiralty-office,  June  18,  1782. 
Captain  Domct ,  of  his  majefy  s  Jloop 
the  Ceres ,  arrived  at  this  office  on 
Sunday  morning ,  with  dif patches 
from  Lord  Rodney  to  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens  ;  of  which  the  following  are 
extraHs. 

Formidable ,  off  cape  Fiber  oon,  St. 

Domingo ,  April  26,  1782. 
Since  my  lad  difpatches  of  the 
,20th  of  April  by  the  Eurydice,  I 
am  happy  to  congratulate  their 
lordfhips  on  the  capture  of  two 
more  line  of  battle  Ihips,  and  two 
frigates,  taken  by  the  fquadron  I 
had  detached  under  the  command 
of  rear-admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  : 
and  inclofed  have  the  honour  to  fend 
a  lift  of  the  ihips  taken,  and  a  return 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
his  majedy’s  ihips  that  attacked 
them. 

1  am  now  with  the  fleet  off  cape 
Tiberoon,  and  propofe  leaving  rear- 
adm.  Sir  Sam.  Hood  with  twenty-five 
fail  of  the  line,  or  as  many  ihips  as 
are  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  fea,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at 
cape  Francois ;  and  fhail  go  myfelf 
with  |he  crippled  iliips  to  port  Royal, 


in  order  to  hailen  their  refitting,  and 
to  take,  care  that  no  delay  be  made. 
Lift  of  French  fnps  of  war  captured 
on  the  igth  of  April ,  178 2,  by^a 
fquadron  of  his  majefiy*  s  fnps  under 
the  command  of  rear-admiral  Sir 
Samuel  Hood ,  Bart. 

Caton,  64  guns,  650  men,  excluiive 
of  troops. 

Jafon,  64  guns,  609  men,  excluiive 
of  troops. 

L’Aimable,  32  guns,  (twelve-pound* 
ers)  290  men. 

Ceres,  18  guns,  160  men. 

Retu  rn  of  hilled  and  wounded  on  board 
his  majejly  s  fnps  Valiant  and 
Magnificent,  on  the  U)th  of  Aprit% 
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Killed.  Wounded* 
Valiant  2  6 

Magnificent  4  8 

Sam.  Hood. 

Formidable ,  Fort  Royal  Harbour 9 
Jamaica ,  May  5,  1782. 
Since  my  letter  of  the  26th  of 
April,  acquainting  their  lordfhips 
of  my  being  off  cape  Tiberoon,  and 
that  1  fhould  leave  a  ftrong  fleet  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
Sir  Samuel  Hood  to  watch  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  combined  fleets  at  cap© 
Francois;  you  will  pleafe  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  that  1  arrived  in  this 
bay,  with  fuch  fhips  as  were  in  the 
moll  diftreffed  condition  on  the  29th 
ot  lad  month  ;  fince  which,  every 
difpatch  pofiible,  both  day  and 
night,  has  been  ufed  towards  refit¬ 
ting  them. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  Ville  de 
Paris  of  104  guns,  the  Glory  of  74, 
the  Heflor  of  74,  the  Cato  of  64* 
the  jafon  of  64,  the  Ardent  of  64, 
the  Amiable  of  32,  and  the  Ceres, 
(which  I  lhall  fend  with  this  ex- 
preis)  are  ail  fafe  arrived  in  this  har¬ 
bour. 

It  is  with  concern  I  acquaint  their 
lordfhips  that  the  Csefar  of  74  guns, 

and 
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and  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  beft 
fhips  belonging  to  the  French  fleet, 
was  burnt  in  the  night  of  the  aCtion, 
and  upwards  of  400  men,  with  a 
lieutenant  and 1  50  Englifh  Seamen, 
perilhed  with  her,  notwithstanding 
every  affiftance  poffible  was  given. 
This  fatal  accident  was  owing  to 
the  extreme  bad  discipline  of  the 
French  feamen,  all  of  whom,  upon 
their  fnip’s  hr  iking,  were  guilty  of 
every  enormity  and  dhobedience  to 
their  officers. 

By  what  I  can  learn  from  the  pri¬ 
soners,  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Diadem  that  funk  in  the  aCtion. 

18.  This  day  a  mo  ft  fevere  ftorm 
of  thunder  and  lightning  ftruck  ,the 
city  of  London  and  its  Suburbs  with 
terror.  It  was  followed  by  a  lumi¬ 
nous  phenomenon,  which  appeared 
in  the  weft,  in  the  form  of  a  fpear, 
and  continued  viftble  near  five  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  on  its  disappearing,  that 
part  of  the  firmament  became  beau¬ 
tifully  illuminated  with  an  immenle 
number  of  rays,  projecting  from  a 
point,  and  fpreading  like  a  fan,  till, 
growing  fainter  and  fainter,  they 
wholly  difappeared.  Seen  from  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  it  affumed  different 
forms.  One  of  the  heavieft  claps  of 
the  thunder  burft  over  a  houfe  in  the 
Borough,  and  forced  down  the  roof, 
Split  the  Stack  of  chimneys  from  top 
to  bottom,  tvvifted  the  iron  work  of 
a  cafement  in  Several  fhapes,  and 
lifted  the  door  of  an  upper  room  off 
the  hinges,  removing  it  to  a  consi¬ 
derable  diftance.  A  water-fpout 
burft  near  Clapham  common. 

The  feme  day  a  moft  awful  ftortn 
pf  thunder  and  lightning  ftruck  the 
inhabitants  in  Thornbury,  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  and  its  neighbourhood, 
.with  terror.  A  ball  of  fire  fell  up- 
.on  the  church,  broke  down  one  of 
the  pinnacles,  and  covered  the  pave¬ 
ment  within  with  mortar  and  {bat¬ 


tered  ftones.  At  Pilton,  near  Wells, 
the  fame  ftorm  very  much  damaged 
the  church,  killed  a  poor  man  that 
was  tolling  the  bell,  and  two  oxen 
that  were  grazing  in  an  adjacent 
field. 

dCrieJie,  June  18.  The  emperor 
has  within  fome  time  paft  Shewed 
great  marks  of  his  attention  to  this 
place,  by  advancing  four  millions 
of  florins  to  the  merchants  of  this 
town  for  the  increafe  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  not  only  in  Alia,  but  in  Af¬ 
rica,  and  alfo  in  America  ;  and  has 
alfo  promifed  them  every  Succour  in 
his  power  which  their  circumftances 
appear  to  require. 

ic).  Information  is  received  from 
Ruftia,  that  on  the  27th  of  laft 
month  a  fire  broke  out  in  that  part 
of  Peterfburg  where  the  general 
market  is  fituated,  and  in  lefs  than 
four  hours  a  Square  of  near  a  mile 
was  burnt  to  the  ground.  All  the 
fhops  where  the  different  articles 
of  pro vi {ions  were  fold,  the  butche¬ 
ry,  fifhery,  and,  in  fliort,  the  whole 
aggregate  of  edible  commodities,  by 
which  the  city  was  Supplied,  all  pe~ 
rifhed  in  one  common  conflagration, 

20.  The  three  gold  medals  left  by 
Sir  William  Browm,  to  be  annually 
given  by  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  were  this  year  determined 
in  favqpr  of  Mr.  Goodall  and  Mr. 
Becher,  Scholars  of  king’s  college* 
The  medals  for  the  Greek  ode  and 
epigrams  to  the  former ;  and  thar. 
for  the  Latin  ode  to  the  latter.  Sub¬ 
ject's  for  the  odes,  Adpacem ;  for  the 
epigrams,  Stans  pede  in  uno . 

The  annual  prizes  given  by  the 
members  for  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  were  determined  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Smith  of  St.  John’s,  and  Dr. 
Damp'.er  of  King’s,  Senior  bache¬ 
lors  ;  Dr.  Pedley  -of  St.  John’s,  and 
Dr.  Douglas  of  Benet  college,  mid¬ 
dle  bachelors. 
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Subject  for  the  fenior  bachelors  was, 
XJirum  auElor itati  Sacrarum  Liter  a- 
rnm  confirmanrt 'a  inferviat  mythologia 
Gnsca. 

For  the  middle  bachelors, 
Uirum  ad  emendandos  magis ,  an 
€ orrumpendos  civium  mores  confer  at 
mujica . 

This  day  the  following  gentlemen 
had  the  degree  of  do&or  in  medicine 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  imiver- 
fity  of  Edinburgh,  after  going 
through  the  ufual  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  exercifes : 

From  Holland,  Mr.  John  Theod. 
Wander  Kemp ~--de  Vita ,  et  Vivica - 
i  done  mater  its  humanism  corpus  confi- 
uentis .  From  the  W.  Indies,  Mr. 
Harper  Hall — de  Melcsna .  From 
.reland,  Mr.  Andrew  Sayers— 

;  Menorrhagia ;  Mr.  Edward  Hart— 
ie  Morbis  Mammarum  compledlens . 
3f  G.  Britain,  Mr,  Wm.  Gourlay 
•—de  Eryfp elate ;  Mr.  Wm.  Corp-— 

7e  Phtkiji  Puhnonali ;  Mr.  John  Ra- 
[  ulphus  Fenwick— Plethora  ;  Mr. 
leo,  Paro n—de  Typho  Greviore  Pe~ 
h chiali ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Stokes—— 

/  lere  Pephlogijticato. 

29.  This  day  were  admitted  to  the 
blowing  degrees  in  the  univerfity 
F  Cambridge  :  d  odors  in  divinity ; 
ohn  Jenner,  of  Jefus  college  ;  Jas, 
urflem,  of  Pembroke-hall.  Doctors 
phyfic  ;  Cha.  Grove,  of  St.Jojin’sj 
)hn  Caulet,  of  the  fame,  and  Hen. 
opping,  of  King’s. 

JULY. 

1.  A  communication  was  opened 
s  tween  Dover  and  Calais,  and  four 

aglifh  and  four  French  veil  els  ap- 
r  inted  to  fail  alternately  from  each 

rt. 

2.  This  day  the  anniverfary  com- 
emoration  of  founders  and  bene- 
\  for  s  was  celebrated  in  the  theatre 
:  Oxford,  when  the  anniverfary 
;  'ech,  baited  to  the  occafion,  was 
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fpoken  by  the  rev.  Dr*  Ban di nail, 
univferfity  orator  •  after  which,  the 
Englilh  elfay  on  original  compofition s 
and  the  Latin  verfes  on  Columbus , 
to  which  the  chancellor’s  prizes  had 
been  previoufly  adjudged,  were  pub¬ 
licly  recited  ;  the  former  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Robertfon,  chaplain  of  Chrift 
church ;  and  the  latter  by  Mr. 
James,  of  Queen’s  college.  The 
fame  day,  in  full  convocation,  Jas. 
Price,  M.  A.  was  created  doctor  in 
medicine. 

Dover,  July  5.  Yefterday  even¬ 
ing,  about  half  paft  nine  o’clock, 
their  royal  highnelfes  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Glouceiter  anived  at  the 
Ship  inn,  where  they  flipped  and 
dept,  and  this  day  at  twelve  o’clock 
embarked  on  board  one  of  the  paf- 
fage  yachts  for  Calais.  Their  royal 
highnelfes  were  faluted  by  the  can¬ 
non  at  the  caftle  and  forts. 

5.  This  day  the  rev.  Bennet  Allen 
furrendered  himfelf  at  the  feflions- 
houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
and  Robert  Morris,  efq;  were  in- 
d  if  ted  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Lloyd  Dulany,  efq.  Mr.  Allen  was 
fuppofed  to  have  a  confiderable  fhare 
in  the  management  of  the  Morning 
Poll,  in  which  paper,  about  three 
years  ago,  wras  interred  an  article 
highly  refle&ing  on  the  character 
of  Daniel  Dulany,  brother  to  the 
deceafed,  which  produced  a  chal¬ 
lenge,  in  which  the  challenger 
was  the  fufferer.  Mr.  Morris  afted 
as  fecond  to  Mr.  Allen  in  the  duel. 

The  jury  brought  in  a  verdift  of 
Bennet  Allen,  guilty  of  manfiaught- 
eronly.  Robert  Morris,  not  guilty. 

Mr.  Motris  was  immediately  dif- 
charged,  and  the  Recorder  palled 
fentence  on  Mr,  Allen,  of  one  ilfil- 
ling  fine,  and  fix  months  imprifon- 
ment  in  Newgate. 

6.  This  day  came  on  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  the  trials  of  George  and 
JofephWefton,  for  robbing  the  Brif- 
(U)  tol 
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tol  mail,  when  both  were  acquitted 
on  that  indi&ment,  for  want  of  fuf- 
ficient  legal  evidence  ;  but  being  af¬ 
terwards  indidled,  the  one  for  for¬ 
gery,  the  other  on  the  black  a 61, 
they  were  both  found  guilty.  They 
appeared  to  be  two  of  the  moft  art¬ 
ful  villains  that  have  appeared  at 
any  time  this  Gentury,  and  have 
robbed  the  country  of  an  immenfe 
fum. 

Nine  other  ctonvidb  received  fen- 
tence  of  death  in  the  courfe  of  this 
fedions. 

1 1.  The  difpute,  that  has  for 
fome  years  fublibed  between  the 
common-council  of  London  and  the 
acting  governors  of  the  royal  foun¬ 
dations  of  St. Bartholomew’s, Chrib’s, 
Bridewell  and  Bethlem,  and  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  hofpitals,  is  now  finally  ad- 
j  tided  by  articles  of  agreement,  made 
between  the  Lord-Mayor,  commo¬ 
nality,  and  citizens  ot  London,  and 
the  prelidents,  treafurers,  and  feve- 
ral  other  perfons,  now  a  thing  as  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  faid  feveral  hofpitals, 
which  have  been  ratified  and  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  a61  of  parliament, 
that  received  the  royal  affent  on 
Friday  lad,  the  principal  articles 
whereof,  in  favour  of  the  common- 
council  are,  that  at  the  fird  court  of 
common -council  to  be  held  after  the 
2 id  day  of  December  next,  48  per- 
i'ons  fhall  be  nominated,  being  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  common -council  of  the 
city  of  London,  out  of  which  num¬ 
ber  twelve  fnall  be  fent  to  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  hofpital,  !  2  to  the  united 
hofpitals  of  Bridewell  and  Bethlem, 
1 2  to  Chrid’s  hofpital,  and  1 2  to  St. 
'Thomas’s  hofpital,  to  be  governors 
thereof  refpedtively,  and  fuch  names 
ihall  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
faid  hofpitals,  and  in  the  lid  of  the 
governors  thereof  refpeftively,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  fhall  be  fo 
fent ;  and  fhall  from  thenceforth  be 
governors  in  all  matters  relating  to 
she  faid  hofpitals,  for  fo  long  a 


[Juty. 

time  as  they  fhall  con  f  inite  to  be 
members  of  the  faid  court  of  com¬ 
mon-council,  or  fhall  be  re~ele6t- 
ed  as  fuch  members  of  the  faid 
court :  and  as  often  as  any  one  or 
more  of  the  faid  twelve  members  of 
the  faid  court  of  common-council 
fhall  die,  or  ceafe  to  be  members  of  .: 
the  faid  court,  the  common-council 
fhall  nominate  another  perfon  in  the 
place  of  him  fo  dying  or  ceafing  to  1 
be  a  member,  and  fhall  fill  up  all 
future  vacancies  which  fhall  happen, 
fo  as  that  12  members  of  the  court  : 
of  common  council  and  no  more,  fo 
nominated  and  fent  to  the  faid  feve¬ 
ral  hofpitals,  may,  for  the  time 
being,  be  governors  of  the  faid  hof¬ 
pitals.  Provided  that  nothing  fhall 
prejudice  the  rights,  of  fuch  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  court  of  common  council 
as  are  now  governors  of  any  of  the 
laid  hofpitals,  or  fhall  hereafter  be¬ 
come  fo,  by  eledion  or  nomination 
of  the  governors  of  fuch  hofpital,  in  1 
the  manner  heretofore  ufed  and 
accudomed,  over  and  above  and 
befides  the  12  members  of  the  laid' 
court,  who  fhall  be  governors  by 
virtue  of  this  agreement. 

Florence ,  July  1 !.  On  the  £th  of: 
this  month  an  ordonnance  of  the 
grand  duke  was  publiihed,  which 
totally  abolifhes  the  tribunal  of  the  1 
inquifition  in  the  grand-duchy  of 
Tufcany. 

12.  We  hear  from  France,  that  on 
the  28th  of  lad  month,  at  the  village  ' 
of  Versify  and  its  neighbourhood,  in 
the  diftridf  or  Senonois,  after  fome 
fevere  claps  of  thunder  and  a  rumbling 
noife  like  the  flourilh  of  a  thoufand 
drums,  there  fell  a  dorm  of  hail, 
the  dones  of  which  were  as  large  as 
an  ordinary  apple,  with  a  hard  fub- 
ftance  in  the  middle  crydallized,  by 
which  feveral  perfons  were  dange- 
roufly  wounded,  and  all  the  game 
and  fruits  of  the  earth  deftroyeeb 
This  was  fucceeded  by  fo  dreadful 
’  a  fall  of  rain,  that  in  lefs  than  two 
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hours  the  inhabitants  were  obliged 
to  take  refuge  on  the  tops  of  their 
houfes,  while  the  torrent  below  car¬ 
ried  every  thing  before  it.  Mod:  of 
the  cattle  perifhed,  and  much  of  the 
country  is  laid  waffe. 

Whitehall ,  July  13,  1782. 
Jhe  following  letters  from  John  Max - 
well,  efq;  governor  of  the  Bahama 
iflands ,  were  received  at  the  office 
of  the  right  bon .  cthomas  'T ownf- 
hend ,  one  of  his  majejlf  s  principal 
fecretaries  of  fate,  the  nth  curt . 

■  New  Providence ,  May  14,  1782* 
Mv  Lord, 

The  large  army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  governor  of  the  Havan- 
nah,  ccniifiing  of  three  frigates,  60 
fail  of  tranfports,  40  of  which  were 
topfall  yelfels,  having  2500  troops 
on  board,  invefted  me  the  6th  curt, 
at  day-break,  and  fummoned  me  to 
furrender,  upon  honourable  terms, 
at  nine  o’clock. x  I  called  my  coun¬ 
cil  together,  who  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  as  the  flrength  of 
the  country  was  then  out  in  priva¬ 
teers,  and,  an  invalid  garrifonof  \  ~to 
fit  for  duty  (on  the  ramparts  only) 
and  juft  arrived,  they  advifed  me  to 
propofe  terms  honourable. 

Not  fatisfied  it  was  doing  juilice 
to  my  character,  I  called  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  garrifon  prefent,  the 
militia  officers,  and  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants,  who  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  to  make  a  de¬ 
fence  of  a  few  hours  would  not  en¬ 
title  them  from  the  governor  but  to 
terms  of  diferetion.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  your  lordfhips 
moft  obedient  humble  lervant, 
John  Maxwell. 
New  Providence ,  May  14,  1782. 

My  lord, 

The  Spanifli  troops  under  the 
command  of  Don  Juan  Manuel  Ca- 
gigal,  were  the  fecond  divihon  go¬ 
ing  to  the  cape,  in  order  to  join 
their  firfl  under  the  command  of 


Don  Galvez;  but  as  they  had  no 
tranfports  of  their  own,  they  wifely 
laid  an  embargo,  by  which  means 
they  procured  a  fuificient  number 
from  the  Americans,  who  readily 
hired  their  veffels  to  go  againft  Pro¬ 
vidence  at  their  own  rifque.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Spanifh  general  difappointed 
them  exceedingly  in  not  including 
them  in  the  capitulation,  and  now 
compels  them  to  proceed  farther* 
paying  them  as  tranfports.  Jamaica 
was  the  original  objedt,  and  we 
might  have  efcaped  a  vifit,  had  not 
the  winds,  and  the  alfurances  given 
them  by  feveral  of  our  own  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  were  employed  by  go¬ 
vernment  in  flags  of  truce,  o£ 
the  facility  of  reducing  this  place* 
joined  to  the  confideration  of  the 
rifque  of  the  veffels  being  on  the. 
American  account,  induced  them  to 
make  the  attempt,  in  which  they 
have  been  too  fuccefsful,  but  I  am 
certain  they  adhere  to  their  firit  in¬ 
tention  of  attempting  Jamaica. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  gave 
your  lordlhip  my  opinion  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  the  flrength  requifite 
to  keep  the  ifland  in  order.  In  the 
council  of  war,  conhifing  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  officers,  and  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants,  there  were  3  3  unanimoufly  of 
opinion  to  capitulate. 

Enclofed  is  a  return  of  their 
flrength,  and  of  the  number  of  vef¬ 
fels  employed  by  them.  I  beg  your 
lordfhip  will  fufpend  any  unfavour¬ 
able  opinion  of  my  condudf  until  it 
is  properly  invefligated,  which  I 
have  in  my  power  to  accelerate,  in 
virtue  of  the  laft  article  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  which,  though  I  did  not  ex* 
pedf,  yet  as  it  had  been  granted  at 
St.  Kitt’s,  the  general  handfomely 
inferted  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
your  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

J.  Maxwell* 

Right  hon.  lord  George  Germain . 

(D)  2  Sir, 
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Sir, 

The  confiderable  fea  and  land 
forces  with  which  I  find  myfelf  be¬ 
fore  this  place,  and  the  ftnall  re- 
fource  that  your  excellency  has  both 
for  garrifon  and  defence,  induced 
me,  "for  the  lake  of  humanity,  to 
manifeft  to  you,  that  I  am  come  by 
order  of  the  king  my  mailer,  and  in 
his  royal  name,  to  take  pofieffion  of 
this  and  the  other  Bahama  iflands, 
and  finding  myfelf  in  a  condition  of 
making  immediate  ule  of  them  for 
its  reduction  and  lpeedy  difpatch  of 
this  bufmefs,  a  delay  that  exceeds 
the  time  of  twelve  hours  for  confu¬ 
tation  is  not  in  my  power  to  grant 
you, 

I  am  ready  to  grant  a  capitulation 
that  can  be  determined  upon  in  this 
fpace  of  time;  if  not  the  individuals 
that  are  involved  in  the  difafter  mull; 
fubmit  to  the  difcretion  and  mercy 
of  the  conquerors.  God  protect 
your  excellency  many  years. 

Your  excellency’s  moil  attentive 
humble  fervant, 

Juan  Manuel  de  Caxigally. 
On  board  of  the  Jhip  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina ,  under  fail  before  New  Provi¬ 
dence ,  one  of  the  Bahama-ijlands , 
this  6  th  of  May ,  1782,  at  fix  o’ clock 
in  the  evening* 

o 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  above  a 
true  tranilation  Iromtthe  original. 

Nich.  M.  Almgreen. 
New  Providence ,  Sworn  interpreter. 
May  6 ,  1782.. 

Bahama ,  Providence ,  May  6,  1782. 

Sir,  four  o'* clocks  P.  M. 

I  have  difpatched  capt.  Hunt  to 
inform  your  excellency  I  am  at¬ 
tacked  by  two  American  frigates,  one 
large  one,  fome  row  galleys,  and  40 
fail  of  transports  from  the  Havan- 
nah,  with  troops  on  board.  Three 
Britifh  frigates  would  relieve  me,  I 
am  in  halle. 

j.  Maxwell. 
To  the  right  bon .  Pent,  gen Lejhe,  or 
officer  commanding  Ch aric ML" own. 
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The  following  are  the  principal  ar¬ 
ticles  of  capitulation  agreed  on  at 
Naffau,  in  Newr-Providence,  this 
Sih  day  of  May,  1782,  between 
his  excellency  Don  Juan  Manuel 
de  Cagigal,  captain-general  and 
commander  in  chief  over  the 
iiiand  of  Cuba,  governor  of  the 
Havann ah,  and  lieutenant-general 
of  his  catholick  majefty’s  arms ; 
and  his  excellency  John  Maxwell, 
efq;  captain  general,  governor, 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Bahama  iflands,  chancellor,  vice- 
admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  fame, 
and  a  lieutenant-colonel  ill  his 
majefty’s  army: 

The  pofieffion  of  the  iflands  of 
New -Providence,  Eleuthera,  and 
Harbour-ifland,  as  alfo  of  all  other 
the  Bahama- iflands,  together  with 
the  artillery,  powder,  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition  and  llores,  as  alfo  all  the  forts 
and  polls  in  the  fame,  now  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  troops  of  his  Britannick 
majefty,  jfhall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
troops  of  his  Catholic  majefty,  toge¬ 
ther  with  an  inventory  thereof.  The 
Britifh  garrifon  to  march  out  with 
all  the  honours  of  war,  armsfhould- 
ered,  drums  beating,  colours  flying, 
two  field  piece?,  with  fix  rounds  ot 
ammunition,  and  the  fame  number 
of  rounds  to  each  foldier,  and  then, 
deliver  up  their  arms  ;  and  that  all 
officers,  military  and  civil,  retain 
their  fide  arms;  after  which  the 
troops  {hull  be  embarked  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible  on  board  of  veffels,  fuf- 
ficiently  provided  and  victualled,  at 
the  expence  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
to  be  lent  without  any  unnecefiary 
delay  to  any  port  in  Great  Britain 
or  America,  in  the  pofieffion  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  at  the  option  of 
governor  Maxwell.  The  troops  to 
be  under  the  immediate  direction  &f 
their  own  refpeCtive  officers,  and  not 
to  ierve  againft  Spain,  or  her  allies, 
until  an  equal  number  of  prifoners 
belonging  to  Spain*  or  her  allies. 
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fhali  be  given  by  Great  Britain^  in 
exchange,  according  to  the  eftablifh- 
ed  coftom  of  equality. — Granted', 
and  the  troops  are  to  be  fent  to  any 
port  in  Great-Britain,  or  to  Bermuda, 
or  to  any  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
s (lands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  except 
Jamaica;  and  not  to  ferve  againft 
any  of  the  powers  at  war  againft 
Great  Britain,  until  duly  exchange 
ed. 

Out  of  refpeft  to  governor  Max¬ 
well’s  difpolition  tor  defence,  and 
his  humanity  to  the  unfortunate  pri- 
foners,  I  fhall  not  confider  him  as  a 
prifoner  of  war  longer  than  until 
he  is  landed  with  his  troops  at  a  Bri- 
tifh  port. 

Juan  M.  de  Cagigal. 
State  of  the  troops  of  the  if  and  of  New 

Providence ,  Fort  NaJJdu ,  May  6, 

1782. 

Regulars* — Oommiffioned  office!  s. 

1  governor,  1  lieut.  governor,  1  capt. 
4  lieutenants. — Staff:  1  chaplain,  1 
furgeon’s  mate,  1  commiftary.  y 
Royal  artillery  :  1  matrofs,  2  arti¬ 
ficers.— Prefent  fit  for  duty  :  14. 

ferjeants,  3  drummers,  186  tank  anu 
file,„__Sick  :  3  ferjeants,  1  drummer, 
33  rank  and  file. 

Militia.— Commiffioned  officers : 

1  major,  3  captains,  3  lieutenants, 
3  enftgns. —  Prefent  fit  for  duty  :  4 
ferjeants,  3  drummers,  123  rank  and 

John  Maxwell. 

Edward  Cooper , 
lieut .  R .  G,  battalion. 

Return  of  the  enemies  force  againft 
New  Providence . 

American  (hip  Carolina,  — — — 
Giilon,  mafter,  40  guns,  300  men. 
N.  B  Mounts  28  Swedifh  thirty-fix 
pounders  on  one  deck. — Brig  Queen 

of  France,  - -  Hun,  mafter,  12 

guns,  60  men.— -Brig  Dolphin, - 

Forbes,  mafter,  8  guns  40  men.— 
Brig  Galvez,  12  guns,  40  men.- — 
Brig  Mayflower,  ‘12  guns  40  men. 
—Schooner  (name  unknown)  ~****~+ 


Callagan,  mafter,  10  guns,  40  men. 
— Schooner  Hannah,  — - — -  Gardner* 
mafter,  io  guns,  23  men.  — 

Schooner  Polly,  - - Cook,  mafter, 

4  guns,  12  men. — Brig  (name  un¬ 
known)  — —  Murray,  mafter,  12- 
guns,  40  men. 

Spanijh.— -Seventeen  armed  (hips 
and  polacres ;  ten  brigs  and  armed 
galleys ;  four  (loops  armed :  fix 
Ichooners  armed  ;  with  feveral  other 
fmall  vefiels,  in  all  63  fail;  about 
2500  troops,  regulars  and  militia  ; 
total  amount  of  foldiers  and  feamen 
including  Americans  as  well  as  Spa¬ 
niards,  about  3000  men. 

17. This  day  the  eledlors  of  Weft- 
minfter  affembled  purfuant  to  adver- 
tilementjWhen  Mr.  Fox  was  called  to 
the  chair.  The  bufinefs  for  which 
they  met- was,  to  bring  forward  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  parliament  early  in  the  next 
feffion,  for  a  more  equal  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people,  and  for  fliort- 
ening  the  duration  of  parliament, 
which  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 
After  which,  Mr.  Foxaddrefled  the 
aflembly  in  a  mafterly  fpeech,  affign- 
inghisreafons  for  his  late  refignation. 

O  O 

Spa,  July  24.  We  have  had  the 
happinefs  to  enjoy  here  for  two  days 
the  company  of  the  grand  duke  and 
the  grand  du  chefs  of  Ruitia,  under 
the  names  of  count  and  countefs  du 
Nord.  Thefe  illuftrious  travellers 
arrived  on  the  22c!.  The  fame  day 
arrived  their  royal  highneffes  the 
archduchefs,  governante  of  the  low 
countries,  and  the  due  de  Saxe  Tef- 
chen,  her  fpoufe.  On  the  22c!  there 
was  a  ridotto,  and  a  very  fplendid 
ball,  which  was  honoured  with  the 
prefence  ot  their  royal  and  imperial 
highneffes,  as  well  as  with  that  of 
their  royal  highneffes  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Gloucefter,  other  prin¬ 
ces  and  princeffes,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  of  diftindlion,  This 
day  the  count  and  countefs  du  Nord 
departed  (from  hence, 
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Edinburgh,  July  24.  This  day 
came  on  at  Holyrood  Houfe,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  majefty’s  proclama¬ 
tion,  the  election  of  a  peer  (as  one  of 
the  16  reprefentatives  of  the  Seottifh 
nobility)  in  the  room  of  the  late  earl 
of  Loudoun  :  the  candidates  were, the 
earls  of  Buchan  and  Lauderdale, 
The  latter  was  chofen  by  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  two,  the  numbers  being  13 
to  11, 

Conjlantinoph ,  July  24,  Our  ap- 
prehenfions  with  regard  to  the  plague 
are  fully  confirmed  by  many  acci¬ 
dents  which  have  happened  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  this  refidence,  and  in 
two  Greek  villages  fituated  on  the 
canal.  It  is  probable  the  diforder 
was  brought  hither  from  Ceres,  nigh 
Salonica,  (where  it  has  broken  out 
with  violence)  as  it  was  firft  confined 
to  the  people  who  trade  in  thofe 
parts.  At  prefent  it  begins  to  fpread, 
and  as  the  weather  is  very  moiil  and 
unfettled,  there  is  great  reafon  to 
fear  it  will  become  general. 

Yelferday  evening,  about  fix 
cflclock,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Conflan- 
tinople,-  in  a  quarter  called  Balatta, 
mofily  inhabited  by  Jews.  As  the 
wind  was  rather  high,  the  flames 
fpread  with  fuch  rapidity/,  that,  not- 
ivithfianding  every  effort,  in  about 
three  hours  the  whole  city  was 
threatened  with  definition.  It  is 
ampoffible  to  paint  the  horrid  fcene 
exhibited  by  this  alarming  confla¬ 
gration,  which  raged  with  equal 
•violence  for  about  fifteen  hours,  and 
fpread  through  one  of  the  molt  in¬ 
habited  parts  of  the  town.  The 
^number  of  houfes  defiroyed  is  com¬ 
puted  at  io,oco,  beiides  mofques, 
churches,  and  other  public  edifices. 

At  this  inftant  (three  o’clock 
P.  M.)  the  fire,  which  had  appear¬ 
ed  nearly  extin guifhed,  broke  out 
>0.new  in  three  difiint  places,  and 
proceeded  in  different  directions. 
'The  wind,  which  had  fallen,  is  again 
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pretty  high,  and  the  greatefl  appre- 
henfions  are  now  entertained  for  the 
fate  of  the  city.  The  grand  Signor, 
Vizir,  and  all  the  grandees,  have 
attended  thefe  feventeen  hours,  to 
encourage  the  exertions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames. 

Whitehall ,  July  27.  Intelligence 
has  been  received  at  the  right  hon, 
Mr.  Secretary  Townfliend’s  office, 
that  general  Meadows,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  and  that 
part  of  the  fleet  lately  commanded 
by  commodore  johnftone  which  was 
cleftined  for  India,  arrived  at  Bom-? 
bay  the  6th  of  January  :  that  a  cef- 
fiation  of  hoftilities  had  taken  place 
between  the  Eaft  India  company’s 
troops  and  the  Marattahs,  in  confe- 
quenee  of  which  the  governor  and 
council  detached  two  battalions  of 
feapoys  to  the  relief  of  Tellicherry, 
which  had  for  a  long  time  been 
befleged  by  Hyder  Aliy’s  forces  5 
that,  with  the  aid  -of  this  re-inforce- 
mem,  major  Abingdon  bad  made  a 
fally  from  the  fort,  in  which  he 
completely  routed  the  enemy,  kill¬ 
ed  about  500  men,  and  took  1200 
prisoners ,  among  whom  was  their 
leader,  Serdar  Cawn,  a  brother-in- 
law  of  Hyder  Ally,  with  50  pieces 
of  cannon,  60  elephants,  .many 
horfes,  a  large  quantity  of  am  nun 
nition  and  grain,  and  treafure  to 
the  amount  of  three  lacks  of  rm 
pees. 

30.  Latelafl:  night,  juftices Wright 
and  Addington,  with  a  ftrong  body 
of  conftables,  vifited  feveral  E  O 
tables  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Covent- 
Garden,  which  they  moft  laudably 
broke  up,  and  took  the  perform 
found  at  play,  with  the  mailers  of 
the  tables  into  cuftody,  and  lodged 
them  in  Covent-Garden  round-houfe. 
About  the  fame  time  a  detachment 
of  civil  officers  vifited  a  table  in  St, 
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Marti  ns-le-Grand,  which  they  broke 
to  pieces. 

31.  At  fail  Maidftone  affizes, 
Charles  Storey,  labourer,  was  capi¬ 
tally  convicted  of  the  robbery  and 
murder  of  Henry  Perkins,  journey¬ 
man  paper-maker,  late  of  Chartham 
in  Kent,  on  May  22,  in  the  parifh 
of  Thannington,  near  Canterbury. 
He  was*9  executed  on  Pennenden 
Heath,  near  Maidftone,  on  the  26th 
inltant,  and  on  the  27th  his  body 
was  hung  in  chains  on  Chartham 
Downs,  near  the  ipot  on  which  the 
murder  was  committed. 

A  U  G  U  S  T. 

3.  The  count  de  Grade  landed  on 
Wednefday  laft  on  South  Sea  Com¬ 
mon,  Fortfmouth,  and  went  to  the 
George,  where  dinner  had  been  or¬ 
dered  for  him  and  his  fuite  by  Sir 
Peter  Parker,  who  treated,  the  count 
in  the  molt  fumptuous  and  liberal 
manner,  until  the  count  had  permif- 
iion  to  go  to  London,  which  was  not 
until  Friday  morning,  when  he  fet 
off  from  the  commiilioner’s  houfe, 
with  his  fuite,  attended  by  the  ad¬ 
miral,  who  had  pfevioufly  lent  an 
exprefs  to  the  George  at  Godalmin, 
to  prepare  dinner  and  beds.  They 
arrived  at  Mrs.  Nugent’s,  mother  of 
lady  Parker,  in  Queen-fquare,  Weft- 
minder,  on  Saturday,  about  three 
o’clock,  from  whence  be  walked  up 
by  the  Park  and  Charing-C'rofs,  to 
the  Royal  Hotel  in  Pall-Mall.  The 
count  was  drefled  in  the  naval  uni¬ 
form  of  France. 

7.  On  Saturday  came  on  at  the 
caftle  at  Winchefter,  the  trial  of  Mr. 
David  Tyne,  of  Gofport,  for  hold¬ 
ing  a  treasonable  correlpondence  with 
the  French  miniftry.  The  trial  be- 
Igan  at  twelve  o’clock  at  noon,  and 
Lifted  till  near  eight  o’clock  at  night, 
when  he  was,  upon  the  cleared;  evi¬ 
dence,  convicted  of  the  offence,  and 


received  fentence  to  be  executed  at 
Pqrtfmouth  on  the  34th  inft.  to  be 
drawn  upon  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  to  be  quartered,  as 
in  cafes  of  high  treafon.  A  great 
number  of  papers  were  produced  in 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner  and 
a  woman  he  lived  with,  which  had 
been  depofited  with  a  gentlewoman, 
who  delivered  them  up  to  govern¬ 
ment  ,•  and  a  packet  was  intercepted, 
which  he  had  delivered  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  fwift-faiiing  velfel,  to  carry 
either  to  Boulogn  or  Cherbourg, 
which  ever  port  he  could  beft  make, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  commandant, 
to  be  forwarded  with  all  difpatch  to 
the  minifter  of  the  marine  at  Paris. 
The  papers  contained  accurate  ac¬ 
counts  of  all  the  navy  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  both  in  and  out  of  commiftion  ; 
a  copy  from  the  weekly  returns  to 
the  Navy-office  from  the  feveral 
dock-yards,  of  the  progrefs  made  in 
the  building  and  repairing  the  royal 
navy  :  authentic  accounts  of  the  de- 
ftmation  of  our  fleets  and  crullers  ; 
a  propofal  to  furnilh  the  French  mi- 
mftry,  for  the  fuin  of  700I.  with  our 
fignals ;  a  plan  for  obtaining  intel¬ 
ligence  from  all  the  boards  and  offices 
of  government,  by  bribing  a  clerk  in 
each  office,  with  the  exa£t  fuin  re- 
quifite  to  accomplilh  fuch  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  a  propofal  to  fix  fpies  at 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  to  ob¬ 
tain  intelligence  of  the  operations  of 
our  fleets. 

1  r .  About  eight  o’clock  the  count 
de  Grafle  fet  out  from  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Pall-mall,  in  a  poll  coach 
and  four,  in  which  alfo  were  the 
count  his  nephew,  and  his  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant  :  two  others  of  his  officers 
followed  him  in  a  poft-chaife.  They 
pafled  through  Kent-ftreet  in  their 
way  to  Dover,  in  order  to  embark 
for  France. 

Peterjhurg ,  Aug .  12.  This  day  the 
brafs  equeflrian  llatue  of  the  em- 
(D  4)  peror 
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peror  Peter  the  Firft  was  opened  to 
public  view  in  this  city.  About 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  her  im¬ 
perial  majefty,  after  having  dined  at 
the  Hermitage,  came  in  her  barge, 
attended  by  ieveral  of  the  firft  no¬ 
bility,  and  landed  on  the  New-Quay; 
from  whence,  on  a  platform  cover¬ 
ed  with  red  baize,  the  proceeded  to  the 
fenate-houfe,  where,  from  a  balcony, 
handfomely  fitted  up  for  her  majef- 
ty’s  reception,  {he  had  a  full  view 
of  the  ftatue,  the  royal  yachts  on 
the  river  (of  which  there  were  fe- 
veral,  all  dreffed  in  the  various  co¬ 
lours  of  different  nations),  and  of 
the  prodigious  concourfe  of  people 
affembled  on  the  occaiion.  On  her 
arrival,  her  majefty  found  the  ftatue 
enclofed  with  a  fcreen,  on  which 
were  painted  rocks,  uncultivated 
fpaces,  and  other  emblems  of  the 
rude  ft  ate  in  which  the  emperor 
found  his  country.  Her  majefty  had 
not  been  long  on  the  balcony,  when, 
on  a  ftgnal  given  by  a  rocket,  the 
fcreen  which  concealed  the  ftatue, 
on  a  fudden,  and  as  it  were  by  ma¬ 
gi  ck,  fell,  and  difcovered  one  of  the 
moft  exquiftte  pieces  of  workmanfnip 
that  was  ever  known  to  any  age  or 
country.  The  fudden  appearance 
of  the  {lately  figure,  big  with  ma- 
jeftic  fire,  galloping  up  a  precipice 
on  a  furious  {teed,  moft  exquilitely 
finifhed,  in  all  the  adtion  of  con¬ 
tending  eagernefs,  together  wi  th 
the  firing  of  cannon  from  the  caftle, 
admiralty,  and  yachts,  and  a  run¬ 
ning  fire  of  about  10,000  foldiers, 
produced  an  effedt  on  the  mind  not 
eafily  to  be  defcribed.  After  the 
firing  ceafed,  and  the  emprefs  had 
contemplated  the  ftatue  for  fome 
time,  with  the  greateft  feeming  fa- 
tisfadion,  all  the  regiments  of  guards, 
the  regiment  of  artillery,  and  three 
other  regiments,  which  were  drawn 
up  on  the  occaiion,  marched  round 
it,  lowering  their  colours  as  they 


paffed  by  the  balcony  where  the  em¬ 
prefs  was  placed.  After  this  part 
of  the  ceremony  was  ended,  her  ma¬ 
jefty  was  rowed  back  to  the  Hermi¬ 
tage  in  the  fame  manner  (he  came. 
In  the  evening  the  city  was  illumi¬ 
nated,  and  every  place  manifefted 
joy  at  the  happy  remembrance  of 
the  father  of  their  country. 

14.  On  the  8th  of  this  month  a 
very  artful  robbery,  rather  of  the 
uncommon  fort,  was  committed  in 
the  houfeof  Mrs.  Fortefcue,  a  widow 
lady,  at  Tottenham-green.  Mrs. 
Fortefcue,  and  her  daughter,  were 
out  on  a  tea-vifit  in  the  neighbour* 
hood.  About  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a  gentleman,  who  called 
to  enquire  after  the  family,  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  make  them  hear,  and 
fufpeding  mifchief,  got  together 
fome  neighbouring  fervants,  and 
forced  the  ftreet  door.  Upon  going 
up  flairs,  the  two  maid-fervants  were 
difcovered  fall  bound  to  feparate 
beds,  in  feparate  rooms  ;  the  one 
with  her  hands  tied  together  behind, 
the  other’s  tied  before.  Private 
drawers  were  found  ranfacked  ;  the 
plate,  the  money,  and  particular 
valuables,  with  great  judgment  fe- 
lected  ;  whilft  others,  of  more  fpe- 
cious  appearance,  had  been  rejected. 
Mr.  alderman  Townfend,  who  was 
applied  to,  prefently  came,  examin¬ 
ed  the  girls,  and,  for  reafons  that 
appeared  clear  to  him,  chofe  to  con- 
fid  er  them  as  accomplices.  But 
nothing  could  prevail  on  the  lady  to 
entertain  that  opinion  of  her  fervants, 
and  they  remained  with  her  all  night 
under  the  fame  roof.  However, 
being  examined  on  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing,  one  of  them  confeffed  their 
concern  in  the  whole  tranladlion, 
gave  information  where  the  effects 
were  carried,  and  of  their  accom¬ 
plices,  one  of  whom  was  mother  of 
one  of  the  girls,  and  receiver  of  the 
ftolen  goods. 

Paris a 
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Pans,  Aug.  14.  Prince  Dona 
Pamphiii,  the  Pope’s  nuncio  at  this 
court,  received  a  few  days  ago  fe- 
veral  letters  from  China,  addreffed 
to  him  by  fome  miffionaries ;  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  the  Tartars  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Canton  have  rifen  again  ft 
the  imperial  authority,  which  had 
attributed  to  the  province  of  Pekin 
certain  rights  and  privileges,  which 
the  Tartars  only  enjoyed  fince  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  dynafty  of  the 
Tartar  princes  on  the  throne  of  Chi¬ 
na,  in  1640,  Thefe  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  extend  to  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  divers  commodi¬ 
ties,  and  to  the  cuftoms  which  the 
comme  rce  of  China  pays,  as  well  on 
the  banks  of  the  royal  canal,  as  upon 
other  canals  and  livers.  This  re¬ 
bellion,  the  miffionaries  fay,  may 
be  attended  with  fatal  confequences 
to  the  peaceable  reign  of  the  prefent 
emperor,  fon  of  the  fage  Yong 
Teh  eng, 

16,  About  two  in  the  morning 
the  moft  dreadful  fall  of  rain  began 
at  Dublin  and  its  neighbourhood, 
that  was  ever  remembered  in  that 
country.  It  continued  for  fourteen 
hours,  with  a  violence  that  was  tru¬ 
ly  alarming.  The  diftrelfes  of  the 
inhabitants  in  different  parts  of  Dub¬ 
lin  are  beyond  delcription.  Rings- 
end  bridge  was  borne  down  by  the 
flood. 

20.  This  morning  his  royal  high- 
nefs  prince  Alfred,  the  laft  born  fon 
of  their  majefties,  died  of  a  con- 
fumption,  aged  one  year  and  eleven 
months. 

Vienna ,  Aug.  21.  His  imperial 
majefty  has  ilfued  an  ordonnance, 
enabling  that  all  perfons  employed  at 
court,  who  may  be  proved  to  be  in 
debt,  fhall  be  fufpended  from  their 
office  ;  and  in  cafe,  during  the  time 
of  fuch  fufpenfion,  they  fhould  neg- 
led  to  fettle  matters  with  their 
creditors}  to  lofe  their  places. 
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24.  David  Tyne  was  executed 
this  morning  for  high  treafon  at 
■Winchefter. 

Constantinople ,  Aug.  26.  On  the 
2 2d  inftant,  about  ten  o’clock  at 
night,  afire  broke  out  in  the  quar¬ 
ter  called  Gibali,  lituated  towards 
the  middle  of  the  harbour,  which  a 
high  north  wind  extended  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  baffle,  for  fome  time, 
the  efforts  made  to  fupprefs  it.  This 
conflagration,  the  greateft  perhaps 
that  ever  happened,  continued  dur¬ 
ing  fixty-two  hours,  without  inter- 
miffion,  with  fuch  fury,  that  one  of 
the  largeft  palaces,  the  habitation  of 
the  Aga  of  the  Janiftaries,  difap- 
peared  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes.  The 
flames  proceeded  from  fea  to  lea,  and 
burned  even  the  interior  of  the  Seven 
Towers,  at  the  oppofite  extremity 
of  the  city.  In  this  direction  the 
Are  raged  three  miles  in  length, 
through  the  richeft  and  beft  inhabit¬ 
ed  ftreets,  on  the  front  fometimes 
upwards  of  a  mile  broad,  and  fome¬ 
times  lefs,  according  to  the  irregu¬ 
lar  hilly  fit  nation  of  the  city.  In 
fome  places  it  extended  in  different 
directions,  fo  that  at  one  time  there 
appeared  no  lefs  than  eleven  diftinbf 
conflagrations,  moft  of  which  ceafed 

only  at  the  fea-fide,  after  confuming 
%  •'  ' 

the  very  wharfs.  It  is  impoffible  to 
eftimate  the  Ioffes  of  all  kinds  occa  * 
fioned  by  this  calamity  ;  but  it  is 
certain,  that  numbers  of  people  pe  - 
rilhed  in  the  flames,  and  that  many 
were  driven  by  them  into  the  fea, 
and  unfortunately  drowned.  •  Pre¬ 
vious  to  thefe  fad  difafters  with  which, 
this  unfortunate  city  has  been  lately 
vifited,  it  was  fuppofed  to  contain 
70,000  houfes,  of  which  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  about  two-fifths  now  lie  in 
ruins.  It  is  more  eafy  to  conceive 
than  deferibe  the  feene  of  diftreis 
which  a  city  in  this  lamentable  fitu- 
ation  muft  exhibit,  with,  perhaps, 
200,000  unprovided  inhabitants. 

The 
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The  Grand  Signior,  and  all  the  mi* 
nifters  of  the  Porte,  as  ufual,  attend¬ 
ed  on  this  awful  occafion,  and  dif- 
tributed  money  to  the  people  ;  and 
an  order  was  publifhed  by  the  Mufti 
to  fufpend  the  faft  of  the  Ramazon, 
that  the  people  might  recruit  their 
flrength,  and  be  the  more  able  to 
work.  Owing  to  the  diredtipn  of  the 
wind,  which  continued  high  during 
the  fire,  the  flames  did  not  approach 
the  quarter  of  the  Porte  and  Seraglio : 
but  the  people  of  the  law  have  buf¬ 
fered  prodigioufly,  and,  amongft 
other  public  edifices,  all  the  chan¬ 
cellors  of  the  Janiflaries,  upwards  of 
50  mofques,  300  corn  mills,  and 
200  publick  ovens  have  been  de- 
ftroyed. 

27.  This  morning  between  fix 
and  feven  o’clock,  were  privately 
interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  the 
remains  of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  Alfred. The  body  was  brought 
from  Buckingham-houfe  in  a  coach 
and  fix,  attended  by  two  noblemen, 
and  was  followed  by  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  and  four  other  noblemen  and 
another  coach  and  fix  ;  after  which 
followed  the  empty  coaches  of  the 
above  Nobility.  When  the  body 
arrived  at  the  Abbey  door,  it  was 
taken  out  and  fupported  to  the  vault 
by  four  yeomen,  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  with  his  white  wand,  and  the 
fix  noblemen  following.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  by  the  Dean 
of  Weftminfter. 

Stockholm ,  Aug*  27.  On  Sunday 
morning,  the  25th  inftant,  the  queen 
of  Sweden  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
prince  ;  which  important  event  was 
announced  here  by  the  difcharge 
of  216  pieces  of  cannon. 

30.  An  exprefs  was  received  at  the 
Admiralty  from  Lord  Howe,  with 
the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Royal  George,  of  100  guns. 
This  accident  happened  about  ten 
o’clock  on  Thurfday  nforning,  while 


they  were  giving  her  a  partial  heel. 
It  appears  that  her  lower-deck  ports 
were  not  lafhed  in,  and  the  {hip 
thwarting  on  the  tide  with  a  fquall 
from  the  north  weft,  filled  with  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fhe  funk  in  the  fpace  of  a* 
bout  three  minutes.  She  was  a  very 
fine  {hip,  and  was  built  at  Woolwich 
in  17^5*  The  brave  admiral  Kem- 
penfelt,  major  Graham,  lieutenant 
Symoads,  and  another  lieutenant  of 
the  {hip,  with  two  lieutenants  of  ma¬ 
rines,  feveral  midfhipmen,  upwards 
of  400  feamen,  and  200  women 
perifhed  in  her.  Admiral  Kempen- 
felt  was  writing  in  his  cabin  when 
the  accident  happened. 

SEPTEMBER. 

1.  This  day  Mrs.  Saunders,  who 
kept  the  mills  at  Dorking  in  Sur¬ 
ry,  was  robbed  by  five  men,  who 
ruflied  into  her  houfe  armed  with 
ctitlaflcs  and  piftols,  and  with  horrid 
imprecations  demanded  the  keys  of 
her  money,  which  being  complied 
with,  they  took  from  her  one  poll 
Bank  bill  of  50/.  two  notes,  one  of 
30/.  and  the  other  of  20/.  a  two? 
guinea  piece,  four  dollars,  three  gold 
rings,  and  about  100/.  in  caih,  be¬ 
tides  other  goods.  They  blindfolded 
Mrs.  Saunders  and  her  fan. 

Edinburgh ,  Sep .  2.  a  Yefterday 
a  meeting  was  here,  of  feveral  noble? 
men  and  gentlemen,  to  confider  of 
a  plan  for  railing  a  volunteer  corps 
of  ten  companies,  to  ferve  without 
pay,  (until  they  are  called  out  on 
adtual  fervice)  on  Lord  Shelburne’s 
plan.  They  are  to  be  cloatbed  in 
the  Highland  drefs,  and  called  the 
Caledonian  band.  The  meeting  a- 
greed  unanimoufly  to  aflbeiate  im¬ 
mediately,  and  appointed  the  follow? 
ing  officers,  viz. 

“  The  Marquis  of  Graham,  colo¬ 
nel  ;  the  earl  of  Buchan,  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  ;  major  Alexander  Doti- 

aldfon, 
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aldfon,  late  of  the  4  2d  regiment, 
major.  Captains,  lord  M’Donald, 
(grenadiers)  D.  Steward,  efq;  lord 
Fro v oft  of  Edinburgh  ;  the  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  Frafer,  of  Lovat;  Mr. 
William  Morrifon,  writer  ;  Robert 
Dundafs,  efq.  advocate;  Niel  Fer- 
gufon, efq. advocate;  Dan. MfLaugh- 
lan,  efq.  of  M‘Laughlan  ;  James 
Grant,  efq.  of  Corriemonie,  and— - 
McKenzie,  efq.  advocate,  (The 
field  officers,  and  four  firft  named 
captains,  have  accepted.)  Mr.  John 
Wright,  engineer  ;  Dr.  Gregory 
Grant,  Phyftcian  ;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Robinfon,  Mimfter  of  the  Erie  chapel 
here,  chaplain. 

44  The  lieutenants  and  enfigns  are 
afterwards  to  be  chofen  by  the  pri¬ 
vates  from  among  themfelves.  Be- 
ftdes  this  regiment,  now  about  to  be 
affociated,  Edinburgh  and  Leith 
have  on  foot  each,  a  well  difciplined 
defenfive  band,  cloathed  and  armed 
at  their  own  expence. ” 

Conjlantinople ,  Sept,  6.  On  the 
evening  of  Auguft  26th,  the  depofed 
Grand  Vizir  was  fent  into  exile  to 
Demotica,  nigh  Adrianople :  his 
fucceffor,  Jejen  Mehemmet,  has  en¬ 
tered  into  that  important  office  with 
great  applaufe,  and  bids  fair  to  quell 
the  fermentation  and  difcontent  of 
the  populace.  It  now  appears  that 
the  late  conflagrations  have  actually 
demoliftied  about  two  thirds  of  the 
city. 

1 1 .  The  Recorder  of  London  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Townihend,  directed  to  the  Old 
Bailey,  fignifying  the  King’s  plea- 
fare  that  he  ihouid  report  to  him  in 
council  upon  fuch  cafes  as  ffiould  ap¬ 
pear  to  call  for  immediate  puniffi- 
ment,  his  majefty,  in  order  to  deter 
perfons  from  being  guilty  of  a£ts  of 
cruelty,  being  determined  to  grant 
no  pardon  or  refpite  to  any  perfons 
convihled  of  fuch  offences,  on  any 
fo)  id  ration  s  whatever. 
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16.  This  morning  Charles  Kelley  3 
Francis  Meffenger,  Evan  Price, 
Jofeph  Caddie,  and  John  S  tunnel, 
the  two  former  of  whom  were  con- 
vidted  of  burglaries,  and  the  three 
latter  of  footpad  robberies,  attended 
with  circumftances  of  cruelty,  were, 
executed  at  Tyburn. 

18.  This  day  the  feffions,  which, 
began  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  the  1  ith, 
ended,  when  no  lefs  than  27  felons 
were  captitally  convicted  ;  among 
whom,  were  John  and  jane  Graham, 
for  forging,  counterfeiting,  and  pub¬ 
lishing  promillbry  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  E  n  gla  n  d .  Alfo  on  eHe  n  ry  B  er  thand, 
for  falfely  perfonating  Mark  Groves, 
the  real  owner  of  iool.  ftock  in  the 
3  per  cent  confols,  and  transferring 
the  laid  ftock,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
real  owner  ;  Charlotte  Goodall  and 
John  Edmunds,  for  dealing,  in  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Fortefcue,  of  Totten¬ 
ham,  money  and  goods  to  the  amount 
of  400/.  and  Priicilla  Goodall,  mo¬ 
ther  of  Charlotte,  for  being  accefi* 
fary  in  purfuading  her  to  commit  the 
above  robbery ;  and  John  Weatherby 
and  John  Lafore,  for  counterfeiting 
the  lilver  coin  of  this  kingdom. 

24.  In  the  London  Gazette  of 
this  date  are  difpatches  from  Rear 
Adm.  Digby,  commander  in  chief 
of  his  majefty’s  ilfips  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  containing  a  lift  of  captures,  34 
in  number,  made  by  his  fquadron 
from  the  ift  of  May  to  the  nth  of 
Auguft,  the  day  his  difpatches  are 
dated  ;  and  alfo  a  letter  from  Capt. 
Salter,  of  the  Santa  Margarita,  giv¬ 
ing  an  account  of  his  engagement 
with  a  French  frigate  of  36  guns,  and 
301  men,  whom  he  met  with  off 
Cape  Henry  in  the  Chefapeak,  in 
fight  of  eight  fail  of  large  fhips, 
who  were  bearing  down  with  a  crowd 
of  fail.  In  that  fituation  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  ftand  from  her,  and 
bear  away  to  ,the  northward.  The 
frigate  gave  chace,  till  both  loft  fight 
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of  the  large  (hips,  when  the  frigate 
thought  proper  to  tack,  and  fleer  to 
the  weft  ward.  It  was  then  refolved 
to  tack  likewife,  and  Hand  after  her. 
In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  fhe  did  the 
fame.  At  five  P.  M.  being  within 
a  cable’s  length  of  each  other,  (lie 
with  her  ftarboard,  and  the  Margarita 
with  her  larboard  tacks  on  board, 
fhe  opened  her  fire,  and  gave  abroad- 
■  fide,  and  immediately  wore. TheMar- 
garita  referred  her  fire  till  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  to  rake  her  while  wear¬ 
ing,  which  was  effected  with  a  well- 
directed  fire  from  the  ftarboard  guns ; 
then  gradually  clofed  each  other 
within  piftol  fhot,  keeping  her  on  the 
ftarboard  beam.  The  aCtion  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  manner,  warmly  on 
both  Tides,  for  an  hour  and  a  quar¬ 
ter,  when  (lie  ftruek,  and  proved  to 
be  l’Amazone,  commanded  by  the 
Vicomte  de  Montguiote,  who  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  aCtion. 
— -Capt.  Salter  fent  his  lieutenant 
and  one-third  of  his  {hip’s  company 
to  take  poffeftion  of  her,  and  kept 
her  in  tow  all  night  ;  but  in  the 
morning,  obferving  the  enemy’s 
whole  fleet,  confifting  of  13  fail,  in 
purfuit,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  and 
fly.  The  Santa  Margarita  had  3b 
guns  and  233  men. 

27.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyfiqians,  for  the 
purpofe  bf  eleCling  officers  for  the 
year  enfuing,  Dr.  Pitcairn  was  re¬ 
elected  Prefident ;  Dr.  Warren,  Dr. 
Turton,  Dr.  Reynolds,  and  Dr. 
Pepys,  were  defied  cenfors  ;  Dr. 
Thomlinfon,  treafurer ;  and  Dr,  Rey¬ 
nolds.  register.  At  the  fame  time 
the  following  gentlemen  were  defi¬ 
ed  com miflioners  for  licenfing  mad- 
houfes  ;  Dr.  Pitcairn,  Sir  Noah 
Thomas,  Dr.  Healde,  Dr.  Pepys, 
and  Dr,  Burges. 

OCTOBER. 

3.  This  day  a  chapter  of  the  mod 
noble  order  of  the  Garter  was  held 


for  invefting  the  mofl  noble  Charles 
Duke  of  Rutland,  with  the  enfign  of 
that  moft  noble  order. 

4,  William  Mayhew  was  execut¬ 
ed,  purfuant  to  his  fentence,  for  af- 
flaulting  and  robbing  Eliz.  Randal, 
and  moft;  indecently  and  cruelly 
ufing  her.  Pie  was  a  moft  fallen  a- 
"bandoned  wretch,  and  when  at  the 
gallows  feemed  wholly  indifferent  a- 
bout  his  approaching  diffolution.  He 
was  about  1 9  years  of  age. 

8,  At  a  court  of  Aldermen,  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
merits  of  a  petition  from  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Shipwrights,  praying  to  be 
allowed  their  livery,  made  their  re¬ 
port,  in  which  it  appeared,  that  the 
free  fhipwrights  were  an  antient 
company,  they  having  traced  an  in- 
rollment  of  an  apprentice  as  far  back 
as  the  reign  of  Richard  II  ;  and 
therefore  were  of  opinion  that  they 
ought  to  have  livery,  with  which 
opinion,  the  court  coincided,  and 
precepts  for  the  future  were  ordered 
to  be  iflued  accordingly. 

1 0.  This  day  a  monument  erefled 
in  Guildhall,  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Chatham,  was  opened 
to  public  view,  and  on  which  is  the 
following  inforiptioii : 

6i  In  gnft:efiil  acknowledgment  to 
the  fuprer/ie  difpofer  of  events,  who, 
intending  to  advance  this  nation  for 
fuch  time  as  to  his  wifdom  feemed 
good,  to  a  high  pitch  of  profperity 
and  glory,  by  unanimity  at  home- — 
by  confidence  and  reputation  abroad 
— by  al  liance  wifely  chofen  and  faith¬ 
fully  obferved — by  colonies  united 
and  protected — by  deciftve  victories 
by  fea  and  land — by  conquefts  made 
by  arms  and  generofity  in  every  part 
of  the  globe — and  by  commerce,  for 
the  firfl  time,  united  with  and  made 
to  flourifh  by  war — was  pleafed  to 
raile  up  as  a  proper  inftrument  in 
this  memorable  work, 

WILLIAM  PITT. 

<{  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com? 

won 
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men  council,  mindful  of  the  benefits 
which  the  city  of  London  received 
in  her  ample  (hare  in  the  general 
profperity,  have  erefted,  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  this  eminent  flatefman  and 
powerful  orator,  this  monument  in 
her  Guildhall,  that  her  citizens  may 
never  meet  for  the  transaction  of 
their  affairs,  without  being  remind¬ 
ed  that  the  means  by  which  provi¬ 
dence  raifes  a  nation  to  greatnefs, 
are  the  virtues  infufed  into  great 
men  ;  and  that  to  withhold  from 
thefe  virtues,  either  of  the  living  or 
the  dead,  the  tribute  of  efieem  and 
veneration,  is  to  deny  to  themfelves 
the  means  of  happxnefs  and  honour. 

64  This  difUnguifhed  perfon,  for 
the  fervice  rendered  to  king  George 
II.  and  to  king  George  III.  was 
created 

EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

44  The  Britifh  nation  honoured  his 
memory  with  a  public  funeral,  and  a 
public  monument  among#  her  il« 
luitrious  men  in  Weftminfter  abbey.55 

14,  The  following  malefactors 
were  executed  atTyburn,  viz.  Henry 
Berthand,  for  perfonating  Mark 
Grove,  and  tranter  ring  100/.  flock 
at  the  Bank  as  if  he  had  been  the 
yea!  owner  thereof;  John  Graham, 
for  altering  a  Bank  note  of  15/.  fo 
as  to  make  the  fame  appear  to  be  a 
Bank  note  of  50/.  William  Odom, 
for  robbing  Elizabeth  Burnell  and 
Martha  Crowthe  in  the  Spa-fields  ; 
William  Jones,  alias  Filch,  for  Heal¬ 
ing  a  deal  box  from  the  Caflle  and 
Falcon  inn,  containing  a  quantity  of 
haberdalherygoods ;  CharlotteGood 
all  andjohn Edmonds,  for  flealmgin 
thedwelling  houfe  of  Mrs.  Fortefcue, 
at  Tottenham,  a  great  quantity  of 
plate,  linen,  &c.  Peter  Vender  for 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Mrs.  Pollard,  in  Great  Queen - 
direct ;  Thomas  Gladenboul,  tor  af- 
laufting  Pvober.t  Chilton  on  the  high¬ 
way?  and  robbing  him  of  a  gold 


watch  ;  and  John  Weatherby  and 
John  Layfee,  for  coining  and  coun¬ 
terfeiting  {hillings  and  fixpences. 

15.  This  day  Mrs.  Philips,  of 
Erilmall,  near  Milton-hal],f  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  was  moft  inhumanly  murdered 
by  fome  villains,  who  called  her  up 
in  the  dead  of  the  night  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  fome  dogs  being  among  her 
fneep,  and  when  they  had  dragged 
her  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
home,  knocked  her  on  the  head,  and 
then  returned  and  robbed  the  houfe. 

18.  A  fire  broke  out  in  the  barn 
of  farmer  Child,  at  Lambourne  in 
Berkfhire,  which  communicated  to 
other  barns  and  dwelling  houfes, 
and  confumed  property  to  the  amount 
of  at  leall  gocol.  Seventeen  dwell¬ 
ing”  houfes,  fifteen  barns  full  of  corn, 
four  ricks  of  wheat,  two  malt  houfes 
with  upwards  of  100  quarters  of 
malt,  a  brewhoufe,  florehoufes  well 
flocked  with  beer,  outhoufes,  &c.&c. 
were  all  deflroyed  before  the  flames 
could  be  extinguifhed. 

19.  Francis  Gray  was  executed 
at  Tyburn,  for  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Herd. 

The  fame  day  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  nine  con¬ 
victs  received  fentence  of  death. 

20.  This  dav  Mr.  Adams,  Mini- 
Her  Plenipotentiary  from  the  united 
ftates  of  America  to  the  fates  gene¬ 
ral,  after  having  concluded  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  between  the 
two  republics,  took  his  leave  of  the 
President  of  their  H.  M.  and  alfo 
of  his  ferene  highnefs  the  Prince 
Stadtholder,  and  in  a  few  days 
after  let  out  for  France,  leaving 
Mr.  Dumas  as  American  Charge 
d’Affaires, 

Whitehall ,  October  26. 

JLxtrafts  of  letters  from  the  right  hen* 
general  Elliott ,  governor  of  Gib - 
r altar ,  dated  Gibraltar ,  September 
lx  and  1  2 }  1782,  and  received  at 

the 
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the  office  of  the  right  honourable 

'Thomas  Tovonfenf  his  majefiy* s 

principal  fccretary  of  fate  for  the 

home  department ,  O'Hober  24. 

September  1  r» 

An  attempt  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
fieavy  fire  from  our  batteries  with 
carcalfes,  hot  {hot,  ami  fhells,  upon 
the  enemy’s  firft-eftabliflhed  advanced 
works  and  batteries,  feemed'fo  very 
practicable,  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  artillery  was  immedi¬ 
ately  directed  to  take  the  lieutenant 
general’s  orders  for  that  purpofe.  I11 
confequence  the  arrangement  was  ve¬ 
ry  judicioufly  made,  and  completely 
executed  by  the  artillery  officers. 
The  firing  having  commenced  on  the 
8th  inflant,  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  by  ten  o’clock  their  Ma¬ 
hon  battery,  confiding  of  fix  pieces 
of  ordnance,  and  one  adjoining  of 
two  guns,  were  fet  on  fire,  and  by 
five  o’clock  P.  M.  were  entirely  con- 
fumed,  with  gun-carriages,  plat¬ 
forms,  and  magazines,  bomb  proof. 
Part  of  the  communication  to  the 
eafiern  parallel,  and  the  trenches 
and  parapet  for  mufquetry  in  front 
of  the  battery,  were  alfo  deftroyed. 
The  thirteen  gun  battery,  next  the 
bay,  was  fo  much  damaged,  being 
on  fire  in  feveral  places,  that  the 
enemy  were  put  to  the  neceffity  of 
taking  down  one  half  of  it,  which 
they  have  now  begun  to  re-efiablifh. 
The  fuccefs  not  only  much  exceed¬ 
ed  my  expectations,  but  had  the 
happieft  effedls  in  other  refpe&s,  as 
it  provoked  the  enemy  to  open  their 
new  mortar  batteries,  and  recom¬ 
mence  a  fire  from  their  forts  and 
lines,  for  which  they  feemed  by  no 
means  prepared.  The  enemy’s  lofs 
in  our  fight  was  very  confiderable, 
as  their  endeavours  to  Hop  the  pro- 
grels  of  the  flames  laid  them  open  to 
a  very  fevere  and  well-dire&ed  fire. 
Notwithfianding  the  great  number 
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of  the  enemy’s  iliot  and  fhells,  wc 
fuffered  no  material  lofs. 

The  next  morning  by  day-break 
the  enemy  opened  their  new  fixty- 
four  gun-battery  upon  us,  with  all 
their  mortars,  and  continued  to  fire 
without  intermiffion  from  thence, 
as  well  as  from  their  lines,  (their 
whole  artillery  amounting  to  about 
100  pieces  of  cannon,  and  60  mor¬ 
tars)  feerningly  by  way  of  retalia¬ 
tion,  it  being  the  general  opinion 
their  preparations  were  not  Suffici¬ 
ently  compleat  to  begin  their  pow¬ 
erful  attack,  which,  however  formi¬ 
dable  in  appearance,  I  will  venture 
to  allure,  that  the  impreffion  upon 
our  works  as  yet  is  fcarcely  per¬ 
ceptible. 

On  the  fame  day  the  enemy’s 
fquadron,  confifting  of  feven  fail  of 
the  line  Spanifh,  and  two  French, 
with  a  large  frigate  and  xebeque, 
taking*  the  advantage  of  a  Levant 
wind,  got  under  fail  from  the  Orange 
Grove,  and  one  of  them  paffing  very 
flowly  within  random  fhot  fired  ma¬ 
ny  guns  upon  the  South  Bailion 
and  Ragged  Staff,  continuing  his 
cannonade  until  he  got  beyond  Eu- 
ropa.  The  fquadron  then  went  to 
the  eafiward  of  the  rock,  and  form¬ 
ed  in  a  line,  (the  admiral  leading) 
came  before  the  batteries  of  Euro- 
pa,  and  under  a  very  flow  fail  com¬ 
menced  a  fire  from  all  their  guns, 
until  the  laft  fhip  had  pafled.  They 
repeated  this  manoeuvre  at  two 
o’clock  the  following  morning,  and 
again  in  the  forenoon  of  the  fame 
day.  Thefe  fucceffive  cannonades 
did  not  any  ways  damage  the  works. 
Some  of  the  leading  fhips  came  pret¬ 
ty  near  the  point  of  the  fil'd:  attack  ; 
but  having  been  frequently  firuck  by 
our  fhot,  they  afterwards  kept  at  a 
greater  difiance.  Two  of  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  fhips  went  early  in  that  morn¬ 
ing  to  Algeziras,  to  repair,  as  we 
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imagine.  All  the  batteries  at  Eu¬ 
rope  were  manned  by  the  Marine 
brigade,  (encamped  there,)  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  artilleries.  The 
guns  were  extremely  well  laid  and 
pointed  ;  the  whole  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  commandofbrigadier  Curtis. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
fame  day  fixteen  of  the  enemy’s  gun 
boats  came  over  from  Algeziras, 
formed  in.  a  line,  and  fired  upon  the 
garrifon.  Our  batteries  obliged  them 
to  retire  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour, 
not  without  fome  of  them  having 
fuffered,  as  there  is  reafon  to  flip- 
pofe. 

2Q.  A  court  of  common-council 
was  held  at  Guildhall,  at  which  were 
prefent  the  lord-mayor,  recorder, 
and  feven  aldermen. 

The  lord-mayor  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  reafon  of  his  calling 
them  together  fo  unexpectedly  was 
on  account  of  the  indifpofition  of 
.Robert  Peckham,  efq.  lord -mayor 
elect,  and  of  a  requifition  from  him 
to  be  difcharged  from  ferving  the  faid 
office,  which  requeft  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  at  the 
requeft  of  Robert  Peckham,  efq. 
lately  elected  lord-mayor  of  this  city 
for  the  year  enfuing,  and  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  reafonable  excufes 
ottered  in  the  faid  requeft,  this  court 
doth  difcharge  him  from  the  faid 
election  of  lord-mayor  ;  the  fame 
was  unanimoufiy  refolved  in  the 
affirmative,  and  he  was  accordingly 
difcharged. 

30.  A  little  after  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Veal, 
■fpaftry-cook,  oppofite  the  Saracen’s- 
head,  Snow-hill,  and  the  flames 
raged  with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  confequences  the  moft  terribly 
affe&ing  to  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
Seven  lives  are  loft  ;  thofe  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Veal,  their  four  children, 
and  tervant-maid. 
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The  fame  day  the  feffion  for  the 
high  court  of  admiralty  was  held  at 
Juftice-hall  in  the  Old-Bailey,  before 
Sir  James  Marriott,  knt.  baron  Skin¬ 
ner,  and  judge  Perryn,  when  Jofeph. 
Evans  was  tried  for  being  on  board 
a  French  privateer,  called  the  EE 
carmator,  under  a  French  com  mi  E 
fion,  and  taking  two  brigs,  which, 
the  Fly  cutter,  belonging  to  his  ma* 
jefty  retook,  and  the  French  priva¬ 
teer.  Several  witnefies  were  called, 
who  proved  him  to  be  on  board,  and 
likewife  that  he  w'as  a  Britifti  bom 
fubjedt.  The  judge  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  when  the  jury  withdrew 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
found  him  guilty. 

John  Bannifter  was  next  put  to 
the  bar,  on  a  charge  of  piratically 
taking  a  brig,  called  the  Sally,  Gle- 
der,  matter,  under  a  Dutch  commiE 
fion,  called  the  Vivraton,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Amfterdam,  when  feveral 
witnefies  were  called,  who  proved 
the  fact  to  the  fatisfadtion,  of  the 
court,  and  likewife  proved  him  to 
be  a  natural  born  fubjedf.  The  prE 
foner  was  then  called  to  make  his  de¬ 
fence  :  he  faid,  that  he  had  been 
taken  by  a  French  privateer,  and 
had  deferred,  and  was  fo  much  dIE 
trefl'ed  that  at  Flufhing  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  goon  board  the  above  privateer, 
but  could  not  call  any  evidence  to 
prove  the  fame.  The  judge  fum¬ 
med  up  the  evidence,  and  the  jury 
withdrew  for  half  an  hour,  and 
found  him  guilty,  but  recommended 
him  to  mercy.  There  being  no 
other  prifoner  for  trial,  the  feffions 
were  ended,  when  Sir  James  Mar¬ 
riott  pronounced  fentence  of  death 
upon  them  immediately. 

3  t .  This  day  a  common-hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  for  the  eledlion 
of  a  lord -mayor  for  the  year  enfuing, 
when  Nathaniel  Newnham,  efq.  was 
declared  duly  elected, 

NO* 
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NOVEMBER. 

Acini l ratty  Office,  Nov.  J,  ij$2* 
Captain  Henry  Duncan ,  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  jhip  the  Victory ,  arrived  this 
morning  with  difpatches  from  lord 
vifcount  Howe,  and  alfo  with  dif- 
patchzs  from  capt .  Curtis ,  of  the 
Brilliant ,  who  commanded  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  Teamen  at  Gibraltar ,  op 
which  the  following  arc  extracts  : 

Extract  of  the  triplicate  of  a  letter 
from  lord  vifcount  Howe ,  to  Mr. 
Stephens ,  dated  on  board  the  Victory, 
Qdlober  21,  1782,  Spartel 

E .  N.  E.  40  leagues . 

Referving  the  more  particular 
account  of  my  proceedings  to  be  de¬ 
livered  on  my  return  to  England,  I 
fend  the  Peggy  cutter  now  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
after  much  delay  by  contrary  winds 
and  very  unfavourable  weather,  the 
fleet  arrived  off  of  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  9th  inft. 

According  to  the  advices  previ- 
oufly  obtained,  I  had  realon  to  ex¬ 
pert  to  find  the  enemy  off  of  Cape 
St.  Mary’s :  but  by  authentic  intel¬ 
ligence  1  had  then  an  opportunity  to 
procure,  I  learnt  that  the  combined 
fleets,  confiding  of  fifty  fail  of  three 
and  two-decked  {hips,  had  taken  a 
fiation,  fome  time  before,  in  Gibral¬ 
tar  bay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth  the 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  and  the  van 
arriving  off  of  Gibraltar  bay  a  fliort 
time  after  the  clofe  of  day,  a  very 
favourable  opportunity  offered  for 
the  flore  fhips  to  have  reached  their 
deflined  anchorage  without  molefta- 
tion  from  the  enemy  ;  but,  for  want 
of  timely  attention  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  navigation,  pointed 
out  in  theinft ructions  communicated 
by  captain  Curtis,  only  four  of  the 
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thirty -one,  which  had  kept  company 
with  the  fleet  on  the  pafiage,  effected 
their  purpofe. 

Very  tempeftuous  weather  in  the 
night  of  the  10th  had  put  two  of 
the  enemy’s  two -decked  fhips  on 
fliore,  a  third  loll  her  foremaft  and 
bowfprit,  and  a  fourth  h^d  been 
driven  under  the  works  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  captured;  two  more  went 
out  of  the  bay  to  the  eaftward.  With 
the  reft  of  their  force  they  put  to 
fea  the  evening  of  the  1 3th  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  introduction  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  ftore  ihips ;  and  having  the  wind 
at  W.  N.  W.  they  bore  down  upon 
the  fleet,  then  off  Fangerolle,  in  or¬ 
der  of  battle.  Upon  fight  of  the 
fleet  ({landing  to  the  fouthward)  a- 
bout  nine  that  night,  they  appeared 
to  haul  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard 
tack.  In  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
the  fleet  being  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  enemy  fix  or  feven  leagues,  and 
the  wind  changing  foon  after  to  the 
eaftward,  the  opportunity  was  taken 
to  pafs  fuch  of  the  ftore-fhips  as  were 
then  with  the  fleet  into  the  bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  iSth,  the 
reft  of  the  ftore-lhips,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  fpecial  rendezvous 
with  the  Buffalo,  on  fight  of  the 
enemy  on  the  1 3th  (the  Thompfon 
victualler,  that  had  parted  company 
in  the  mean  time,  excepted)  were 
likewife  anchored  in  Rofia  bay.  The 
troops,  embarked  in  the  {hips  of  war, 
together  with  a  large  fupply  of  pow¬ 
der,  being  landed  at  the  fame  time, 
and  the  wants  of  the  garrifon  amply 
provided  for  in  every  refpedt,  I  pro- 
pofed  taking  advantage  immediately 
of  the  eafterly  wind,  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed  the  two  or  three  preceding 
days,  for  returning  through  the 
Straits  to  the  weftward. 

At  break  of  day  on  the  19th,  the 
combined  force  of  the  enemy  was 
feen  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  N.  E. 

The 
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The  fleet  being  at  that  ti  me  fo  nearly 
between  Europa  and  Ceuta  Points-, 
that  there  was  not  Ip  ace  to  form  in 
order  of  battle  on  either  tack,  I  re- 
pafied  the  Straits  followed  by  the 
enemy. 

The  wind  changing  next  morning 

o  o  p 

(the  20th)  to  the  northward,  the 
combined  fleets  (confiding  of  forty- 
five  or  forty -fix  fhips  in  the  line) 
It  ill  retained  the  advantage  of  the 
wind, 

The.Britifli  fleet  being  formed  to 
leeward  to  receive  them,  they  were 
left,  uninterruptedly,  to  take  the 
diftance  at  which  they  lliould  think 
fit  -  to  engage.  They  began  their 
wannohade  at  fun-fet  on  the  van  and 
rear,  feeming  to  point  their  chief  at¬ 
tack  on  the  latter,  and  continued 
:  :heir  fire  along  their  whole  line,  at 
:  t  confiderable  difiance,  and  with 
ittle  effect,  until  ten  at  night.  It 
vas  returned  occafionally  from  dif- 
i  erent  fhips  of  the  fleet,  as  thei.t 
nearer  •  approach  at  times  afforded 
: .  more  ravou table  opportunity  for 
i making  any  imprelfion.  upon  them, 

|]  The  enemy  hauling  their  wind, 

[  nd  the  Britifli  fleet  keeping -on  all 
f  ight  with  the  full  fail  directed  be¬ 
fore  the  commencement  of  their  fire, 

:  he  fleets  are  now  much  feparated  ; 
ut  as  I  conceive  the  knowledge  of 

o 

;  ie  relief  of  Gibraltar  may  be  of 
s  tuch  confequence  at  this  time,  l 
§  die  the  opportunity,  while  it  is  now 
Imoff  calm,  and  the  fliips.  are  refit- 
'  ng  the  damages  they  have  fuftain- 
a  1  in  their  mails  and  rigging  by  the 
r  lemy’s  fire,  to  forward  this  dif- 
j  itch  without  farther  delay, 

f  P.  S.  The  Minerva  naval  tranf- 
5  ort,  with  the  baggage  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  embarked  in  the  fhips  of  wrar, 

:  pa  rated  from  the  fleet  in  the  night 
H  the  i  3th,  and  was,  I  hear,  flnce 
I  ken  by  the  enemy, 
j  1782, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  lord  <vi fcount 
H owe  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated  on 
hoard  the  Victory ,  at  Jea ,  O elder 
z 4,  1782. 

Sir, 

Deeming  it  effiential  to  his  majef- 
ty’s  fervice,  that  the  debarkation,  of 
the  troops  and  (lores  at  Gibraltar 
fhould  be  communicated  to  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  as 
foon  as  poifible,  I  fent  the  Peggy 
cutter,  the  21ft  infi.  with  a  general 
report  of  my  proceedings,  in  execu¬ 
tion  of  ray  orders  to  that  period. 

A  duplicate  of  that  report  went 
in  the  Buffalo,  ordered  for  England 
the  next  day  on  account  of  the  ftate 
of  her  wounded  rnaffs ;  and  I  enclofe 
a  triplicate  of  the  fame  by  this  con¬ 
veyance,  to  conned!  the  relation  of 
the  different  circumffances  refpedting 
the  employment  of  the  fleet,  which 
havC  fince  occurred.  Some  of  the 
fhips  having  fuftained  more  damage 
in  their  mails  and  yards  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  on  the  20th  than  was 
firft  obferved,  the  necefiary  repairs 
were  not  completed  until  the  2 2d. 
But  as  it  was  moffly  calm  in  the 
meantime,  no  advantage  could  have 
been  made  of  an  opportunity  to  fol¬ 
low  the  enemy,  (who,  when  la.fi  fee  11 
on  the  21.fi,  were  Handing  off'  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  by  the  wind  on  the  ftar- 
board  tack)  if  the  mails  had  been 
earlier  fecured. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded” 
will  likewife  accompany  this  dif- 
patch.  I  have  only  to  exprefs  my 
regret,  that  the  little  confidence  the 
enemy  (hewed  in  their  fuperiority, 
by  keeping  always  as  near  as  they 
could  haul  to  the  wind,  prevented 
the  full  effect  of  the  animated  exer¬ 
tions,  which  I  am  fure  would  have 
been  made  by  evety  officer  and  fea- 
man  in  the  fleet  under  my  command, 
if  they  could  have  clofed  with  their 
opponents  :  but  as  I  judged  fuch 
(E)  nearer 
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nearer  approach  could  not  then  be 
feafonably  attempted,  1  made  no 
change  in  the  difpofition  of  the  fhips 
as  formed  at  firff  to  receive  the 
enemy. 

For  fimilar  reafons  I  do  not  dwell 
more  particularly  on  the  merits  of 
the  flag  officers  of  the  fleet  on  the 
Tame  occafion,  being  certain  they 
would  difregard  any  commendations 
of  their  efforts  againft  an  enemy 
who  declined  giving  them  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  difcharge  the  duty  of  their 
flattens,  in  repelling  a  more  ferious 
attack :  but  at  the  fame  time  I  am 
reminded  of  the  advantages  derived 
to  his  Majefly’s  fervice,  from  the 
extenftve  knowledge  of  the  difficult 
navigation  within  the  Straits  acquir¬ 
ed  by,  and  the  un remitted  affiduity 
of,  my  firff  captain,  Levefon 
Gower. 

Having  had  but  very  little  wind 
From  the  N.  E.  chiefly  fmee  the 
2 1  ft,  I  cannot  much  longer,  with 
prudence  (under  the  reduced  ftate 
of  the  water  and  ftores  in  many  of 
the  fhips),  make  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy’s  fleets,  which  I  fuppofe  are 
on  their  return  to  Cadiz,  the  firff 
objebt  of  my  attention. 

Captain  Duncan,  of  the  Victory, 
taking  his  paflage,  in  the  Latona, 
is  charged  with  this  difpatch  ;  and 
as  captain  Curtis,  who  was  lent  off 
to  me  for  the  laft  time  on  the  19th, 
with  general  Elliott’s  confidential 
fentiments,  could  not  be  put  on  fliore 
again,  in  confequence  of  the  return 
of  the  enemy  from  the  eaftward  that 
morning,  I  have  appointed  him  to 
command  the  Victory,  for  the  time 
being,  until  their  lordfhips  pleafure 
is  fignified  for  his  future  conduct 
Total  o  f  the  killed  and  wounded  from 
the  fire  o  f  the  combined  fleets ,  the 
20  th  of  O Bober ,  1 7  8  2 . 

Killed  -  68 

-Wounded  — -  208 


P  A  L  [Novemk^W 

Officers  names  killed  and  wounded, 
Goliah.  Mr.  Wheatly,  third  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  Mr.  Wooden,  m after, 
(lightly  wounded. 

Ganges.  Captain  Fielding, wounded 
in  the  arm. 

Royal  William.  Mr  Willis,  fecond 
lieutenant,  loft  his  right  thigh, 
the  third  lieutenant  wounded  iff 
leg  and  arm. 

Britannia.  Boatfwain  wounded,  loll 
his  leg. 

Panther.  Mr.  Robert  Sturges,  mid- 
fliipman,  killed. 

Courageux.  Mr.  Auguftus  Hervey* 
midfhipman,  killed. 

Berwick.  Mr.  John  Lampen,  fourth 
lieutenant,  killed. 

Cambridge.  Mr.  Baxter,  midfliip- 
man,  killed. 

Buffalo.  Boatfwain  and  mafter’s  : 
mate  wounded. 

Vengeance.  Second  lieutenant,  Eaft-  ■ 
ly,  wounded. 

Howe. 

Extrabi  of  a  letter  from  captain  Curtis ,  , 
of  his  majejlfs  fhip  Brilliant ,  i&  1 
Mr,  Stephens ,  fccretary  of  the  Ad* 
miraliy ,  dated  Camp  at  Kuropa ,  - 
Gibraltar ,  September  15,  178a. 

Be  plcafed  to  acquaint  my  Lords  ; 
Commiffioners  that  the  combined  i 
fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  confi fling 
of  thirty-eight  fail  of  the  line,  arriv-  i 
ed  in  this  bay  on  the  12th  inftant  j  1 
fix  fail  of  the  line  were  here  before. 

At  eight  o’cloek  in  the  morning 
of  the  13  th,  the  ten  battering  fhips 
of  the  enemy  lying  at  the  head  of 
the  bay,  under  the  command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Moreno,  began  to  get  under 
fail,  in  order  to  come  againft  the  gar- 
rifon  ;  every  thing  was  in  readme** 
for  their  reception.  At  ten  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  fhip  was  placed  ahout  one 
thousand  yards  from  the  King’s  Baf- 
tion,and  commenced  his  fire.  The  ( 
others  were  very  fhortlv  afterwards 
polled  to  the  North  and  South  of  him, 
at  fmall  diftances  afunder,  and  began 
sheir  cannonade.  They  were 


-fixed  to  the  Nations  alloted  them  in 
a  mafterly  manner.  Our  batteries 
opened  as  the  enemy  came  before 
them  :  the  fire  was  very  heavy  on 
both  litres  :  the  red-hot  fliot  were 
Cent  with  fuch  preciiion  from  the 
garrifon,  that  in  the  afternoon  the 
iinoke  was  feen  to  ilFue  from  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Admiral,  and  one 
other,  and  men  were  perceived  to  be 
tiling  hre  engines  and  pouring  water 
into  the  holes,  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tinyuifh  the  fire.  Their  efforts 
proved  ineffectual :  by  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning  the  two  before  men- 
tioned  were  in  flames,  and  feveral 
others  actually  on  fire,  though  as 
yet  not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  Con- 
fufion  was  now  plainly  obferved  a- 
hiong  them,  and  the  numerous 
rockets  thrown  up  from  each  of  the 
Chips,  were  a  clear  demonftration  of 
their  great  edit  refs  :  their  lignals 
Were  anfwered  from  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  and  they  immediately  began 
to  take  away  the  men,  it  being  iin- 
poilible  to  remove  the  Chips,  I 
thought  this  a  fit  opportunity  to  em¬ 
ploy  my  gun-boats,  and  1  advanced 
with  the  whole,  (twelve  in  number, 
each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or 
eighteen-pounder)  and  drew  them  up 
fo  as  to  flank  the  line  of  the  enemy’s 
battering  fliips,  while  they  were  an¬ 
noyed  extremely  by  an  exceffive 
heavy  and  well  directed  fire  from 
the  garrifon.  The  fire  from  the  gum 
boats  was  kept  up  with  great  vigour 
l  and  effiedri  The  boats  of  the  ene¬ 
my  durft  not  approach  ;  they  aban¬ 
doned  their  fliips,  and  the  men  left 
in  them  to  our  mercy,  or  to  the 
flames.  The  day-light  now  appear¬ 
ed,  and  two  feluccas,  which  had  not 
yet  efcaped,  endeavoured  to  get 
wvay  ;  but  a  fliot  from  a  gun-boat, 

■  killing  five  men  in  one  of  them,  they 
ubmitted.  The  feene  at  this  time 
:  oefore  me  was  dreadful  to  a  high 
Isgree,  numbers  of  men  crying  from 


amidfl  the  flames,  fome  Upon  pieces 
of  wood  in  the  water,  others  appear* 
ing  in  the  fliips  where  the  fife  had 
as  yet  made  but  little  progrefs,  all 
expreffing  by  fpeech  and  geflure  the 
deepeft  diftrefs,  and  all  imploring 
affi  fiance,  forrried  a  fpedracle  of  hor« 
ror  not  eafily  to  be  deferibed.  Every 
exertion  was  made  to  relieve  them  ; 
and  I  have  inexpreffible  happinefa 
in  informing  my  Lords,  that  the 
number  faved  amounts  to  thirteen 
officers,  and  344  men.  One  officer 
and  twenty-nine  wounded,  (fome  of 
them  dreadfully)  taken  from  among 
the  flain  in  the  holds,  are  in  our 
hofpital,  and  many  of  them  in  a  fair 
way.  The  blowing  up  of  the  fliips 
around  us,  as  the  fire  got  to  the 
magazines,  and  the  firing  of  the 
cannon  of  others,  as  the  metal  be¬ 
came  heated  by  the  flames,  rendered 
this  a  very  perilous  employment  j 
but  we  felt  it  as  much  a  duty  to 
make  every  effort  to  relieve  our  ene* 
mies  from  fo  blocking  a  fituation,  as 
an  hour  before  we  did  to  affifi  in 
conquering  them.  The  lofs  of  the 
enemy  muff  been  very  confiderable„ 
Great  numbers  were  killed  on  boards 
and  in  boats.  Several  launches  were 
funk.  In  ode  of  them  were  four- 
fcore  men,  who  were  all  drowned* 
except  an  officer  and  twelve  of  them* 
who  were  boated  under  our  walls 
upon  the  wreck.  It  was  impoffible 
that  greater  exertions  could  have 
been  made  to  prevent  it,  but  theie 
is  every  reafoii  to  believe  that  a 
great  many  wounded  periffied  in  the 
flames.  All  the  battering  blips  wer® 
fet  on  fire  by  our  hot  fliot,  except 
one,  which  we  afterwards  burnt. 
The  Admiral  left  his  flag  flying,  and 
it  was  confumed  with  the  fliip. 

A  large  hole  was  beat  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  my  boat,  my  cockfwain  was 
killed,  and  two  of  the  crew  were? 
wounded  bypicces  of  timber  falling  on 
her  when  one  of  the  battering  fhips 

a)  bl«v¥ 
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blevtr  up.  The  fame  caufe  funk  one 
of  my  gun-boats,  and  damaged 
another. 

T wo  of  the  enemy’s  bomb  ketches 
were  brought  forward,  and  continu¬ 
ed  to  throw  fhells  into  the  garrifom 
during  the  attack  of  the  batter¬ 
ing  drips. 

A'coniiderable  detachment  of  fear 
men  did  duty  as  artilleries  upon 
the  batteries,  and  gave  great  fatis- 
faeftion. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the 
brigade  of  feamen  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  in  whatever  htuations  they 
were  placed,  behaved  in  a  manner 
highly  becoming  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclofe  here¬ 
with  a  lift  of  the  battering  ffiips. 
They  were  of  different  fizes  from 
14.03  to  600  tons  burthren.  Their 
guns,  in  all  2  1 2,  were  brafs  twenty- 
fix  pounders,  and  entirely  new. 

The  enemy  had  collected,  from 
different  ports,  between  two  and 
three  h  undred  large  boats,  befides  a 
vaft  number  belonging  to  this  vicini¬ 
ty,  to  be  employed  in  carrying  the 
troops,  or  any  other  fervices  con¬ 
nected  with  their  operations  againft 
this  fort  refs. 

The  lofs  in  the  brigade  of  feamen 
on  the  1  3th  and  14th,  confidering 
the  nature  of  the  attack,  has  been 
very  trifling,  having  had  only  one 
killed  and  five  wounded. 

State  of  the  Combined  Force  of  the 
Enemy  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  ten  bat- 
tering  Jbip*)  on  the  lyth  of  Septem¬ 
ber ,  1782. 

Spanifh  flops  of  three  decks  2 

Of  the  line  -  -  -  28 

French  flops  of  three  decks  4 

Qf  the  line  -  '  9 

4ft 


Spanifh  ffiips  from  £0  to  60  guns  3 
Battering  ffiips  -  -  id 

Floating  battery  -  -  1 

Bomb  ketches  t; 

Befides  frigates,  xebecks,  many 
fmaller  cruizers,  a  great  number 
of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  other  boats. 

Roger  Curtis. 

A  Li f  of  the  Spanifh  battering  flips 
burnt  before  Gibraltar on  the  1 4 ih 
of  September ,  1782. 

Gs.  in  life.  Gs.  in ■  refer ve> 
Paftora,  the  ) 

Admiral  3  21  10 


Paula,  Prima  21  10 

Talla  Piedra  21  IG 

El  Reform  19  10 

St.  Chriftoval  18  10 

Principe  Carlos  1 1  4 

Paula,  Secunda  9  4 

Saint  Juan  9  4 

Santa  Anna  7  4 

Los  Dolores  6  4 


42  70 

7° 


Total  of  Gs.  212 

The  proportion  of  men  on  board1 
them  was  thirty-fix  for  each  of  the 
guns  in  ufe,  exclufive  of  officers  and 
the  marines  for  working  the  ffiips. 

Roger  Curtis. 

Ex  fra  A  of  a  letter  from  capt .  Curtis , 
of  his  MajcJly ’s  f:ip  Brilliant ,  to 
Mr,  Stephens ,  fccretary  of  the 
Admiralty ,  dated  Ca?np  at  Europa 9 
OBober  16,  1782. 

Q11  the  evening  of  the  8th  in  flan  t, 
it  being  deemed  proper  to  ufe  alf 
means  to  fend  home  an  account  of 
the  late  events  at  this  place,  which 
had  hitherto  been  impoffible,  the 
Governor  purchafed  a  finall  veffel, 
and  ihe  was  fent  off  for  Leghorn,  or 
any  other  port  in  Italy,  with  our 
di  {patches-. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  it 
blew  very  frefh  from  th®  fouth-weft. 

The 
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The  enemy  made  many  fignals  along 
fhore,  and  two  frigates  and  a  cutter 
arrived  from  the  weftward.  To¬ 
wards  the  following  morning  the 
gale  increafed,  and  guns  of  diftrefs 
were  heard  from  the  combined  fleets 
in  the  Bay.  Juft  at  the  break  of  day, 
the  Saint  Michael,  a  Spanifh  Blip 
mounting  72  guns,  was  di (covered 
very  near  the  garrifon,  in  a  crippled 
Bate,  and  after  having  two  men  kill¬ 
ed  and  two  wounded  from  the  fire 
of  our  batteries,  be  fell  on  ftiore 
near  to  the  South  Baftion.  As  the 
day  advanced,  the  fleet  of  the  ene¬ 
my  appeared  to  have  Buffered  con¬ 
fidently  by  the  gale.  A  (hip  of  the 
line  and  a  frigate  were  on  fiiore  near 
the  Orange  Grove  ;  a  French  fhip  of 
the  line  had  loft  her  fore- malt  and 
bow-fpfit.  A  fhip  of  three  decks 
and  another  of  the  line  were  forced 
from  their  anchors  and  ran  to  the 
eallward;  feveral  others  were  driven 
far  over  towards  the  garrifon,  but 
withal  to  the  northward.  I  took 
pofTefiion  of  the  Saint  Michael  as 
foonas  pofilble,  landed  the  pri loners, 
and  carried  out  anchors  to  prevent 
her  going  farther  on  fiiore.  i  have 
no  doubt  of  faving  her.  She  is  a 
very  fine  fhip,  and  was  commanded 
by  Don  juan  Moreno,  a  Chef 
D’Efcadre,  and  had  on  board  about 
650  men. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
1  ith,  the  fignals  made  by  the  enemy 
indicated  the  approach  of  theBritifh 
fleet.  The  Latona  anchored  in  the 
Bay  foon  after  fun-fet!  Only  four 
of  the  convoy  fetched  into  anchor¬ 
age,  the  remainder  were  driven  to 
the  back  of  the  rock,  to  which  place 
the  fleet  alf©  repaired. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  capt .  Curtis 
to  Mr.  Stephens ,  fecretary  of  the 
Admiralty ,  dated  on  hoard  the  Vic¬ 
tory  at  Sea,  October  2  2,  1782. 
The  admiral  Lord  Flo  we  having 
«©ndu£ted  the  remaining  Blip's  of 
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the  convoy  into  the  Bay  of  Gibral¬ 
tar  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and- 
landed  the  troops  at  the  fame  time. 
General  Elliott  charged  me  with 
the  final  communications  his  ex¬ 
cellency  had  to  make  to  his  Lord- 
fhip,  and  I  embarked  on  board  the 
Latona  frigate,  for  the  purpofe  of 
repairing  to  the  Victory,  and  left 
the  bay  about  midnight.  The 
fituation  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  the 
next  morning,  cut  off  my  return  to 
Gibraltar,  and  I  was  put  on  board 
this  fhip  in  the  evening,  when  the 
fleet  brought  to,  after  it  had  gained 
the  Atlantic. 

1  have  great  pleafure  in  acquaint¬ 
ing  my  Lords,  that  the  Saint 
Michael,  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of 
72  guns,  which  was  driven  from 
her  anchors  in  a  gale  of  wind  very 
early  on  the  morning-  of  the  nth, 
and  captured  under  the  walls  of 
Gibraltar,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter 
of  the  1 6th,  was  got  off  on  the  1 7th, 
and  has  not  received  the  lead;  da¬ 
mage.  She  is  a  very  fine  Blip,  of 
large  dimensions  ;  and  I  am  forry 
that  having  loft  her  mizen-maft,  and 
the  moft  of  her  ftores  being  taken 
out  to  lighten  her,  it  was  impoffible 
to  fend  her  home  with  the  fleet.  ' 

The  enemy  threw  a  prodigious 
number  of  fhelis  at  the  Saint  Mi¬ 
chael,  while  fife  tv  as  on  fiiore,  with 
the  intent  to  deftroy  her ;  and  they 
annoyed  us  exceffively  in  the  getting 
her  off,  but  without  any  obftrudtioii 
to  our  work,  or  doing  us  any  ma¬ 
terial  damage. 

11.  A  court  of  general  officers 
met  at  the  Iiorfe-guards,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  a  warrant  from  his  Majefty, 
to  try  the  lion,  lieutenant-general 
Murray,  late  governor  of  Minorca, 
on  feveral  charges  exhibited  againft 
him  by  lieutenant-general  Sir  --Wil¬ 
liam  Draper,  Kt.  of  the  Bath,  late 
deputy -governor  or  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fame  Aland. 

(E  3) 
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14,  This  day  the  Rev.  John  Dif- 
tiey,  D.  D.  F.  A.  S.  and  chaplain 
to  the  lord  bifhop  of  Carlifle,  re¬ 
signed  his  church  preferment,  con¬ 
futing  of  the  refrory  of  Panton  and 
vicarage  of  Swinderby,  both  in  the 
county  and  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  not 
being  able  (from  a  disapprobation 
pf  certain  parts  of  the  liturgy,  and 
particularly  thofe  relating  to  the 
dodtrine  of  the  Trinity)  to  officiate 
any  longer,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  eftablifhed  church. 

Whitehall ,  November  16, 

The  letters,  of  which  the  follow-, 
ing  are  copies  and  extracts,  from 
the  right  honourable  general  El¬ 
liot,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  were 
received  on  Thurfday  lafl  at  the 
office  of  the  right  honourable 
Thomas  Townfhend,  his  Majefty’s 
principal  Secretary  of  date  for  the 
home  depart  men  t . 

(C  O  P  Y.) 

Gibraltar ,  September  1  3  5  1  y  8  2 . 

My  Lord, 

The  enemy  having  collected  his 
whole  force  by  Sea  and  land  ;  forty- 
four  fail  of  the  line,  befides  three 
inferior  two-deckers,  ten  battering 
iliips,  five  bomb-ketches,  Several 
frigates  and  xebecques,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  a 
large  floating  battery,  many  armed 
veffels,  and  near  three  hundred 
boats,  purpofely  conftr  acted  for  car¬ 
rying  troops  : 

Their  land  batteries  mounted 
with  above  one  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  an  equal  number  of 
ynortars  and  howitzers : 

An  army  near  forty  thoufand 
men  : 

On  the  13th  inftant,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  all  the  battering  (hips, 
commanded  by  Don  Buenventura 
Moreno,  rear-admiral,  were  put 
in  motion,  and  came  forward  to  the 
Several  flations  previoufly  determin¬ 


ed  they  fhould  take  up  *.  the  ad¬ 
miral  being  placed  upon  the  capital 
of  the  King’s  Baftion,  the  other 
Ships  extending  three  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  flag,  as  far  as  the 
Church  Battery  ;  live  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  about  the  height  of  the  Old 
Mole  ;  and  one  a  very  little  to  the 
wefeward  of  the  admiral ;  by  a  quar¬ 
ter  before  ten,  they  were  anchored 
in  line,  at  the  diftance  of  a  thoufand 
to  twelve  hundred  yards  :  immedi¬ 
ately  a  heavy  cannonade  began  from 
all  the  Snips,  Supported  by  the  can¬ 
non  and  mortars  in  the  enemy’s 
lines  and  approaches  :  at  the  fame 
inftant  our  batteries  opened  witk 
hot  and  cold  Snot  from  the  guns  ; 
and  fhells  from  the  howitzers,  and 
mortars.  This  firing  continued, 
without  intermiffion,  on  both  Sides, 
until  noon,  when  that  of  the  enemy 
from  their  Ships  Seemed  to  Slacken, 
although  but  little.  About  two 
o’clock  the  admiral’s  Ship  was  ob¬ 
served  to  Smoke,  as  it  on  fire,  and 
a  few  men  bufy  upon  the  roof. 
Searching  for  the  caufe.  Our  bat¬ 
teries  never  difeonfmued  :  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fire  from  the  Ships  gradually 
decreafed.  About  (even  in  the 
evening  they  fired  from  a  few  guns, 
and  that  only  at  intervals.  At  mid¬ 
night  the  admiral’s  Ship  was  plainly 
discovered  beginning  to  burn  ;  an 
hour  after  it  was  completely  in 
flames :  eight  more  of  the  fhips  took 
fire  in  fucceffion.  Signals  of  diftrefs, 
being  now  made,  the  launches, 
feluccas,  and  boats  of  the  whole 
fleet,  began  to  take  out  the  men 
from  on  board  the  burning  fhips. 
Many  {hot  were  ftill  fired  from  thofe 
in  which  the  flames  had  yet  made 
no  considerable  progrefs  ;  and  the 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  on 
fhore,  did  not  in  the  leaft  diminifh. 
Brigadier  Curtis,  who,  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron  of  gun-boats,  lay  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  any  favourable  circum- 
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ftance,  left  the  New  Mole  at  two 
o’clock.and  about  three, formed  a  line 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  advancing 
and  firing  with  great  order  and  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  which  fo  aftonifhed  and 
difoonccrted  the  enemy,  they  fled 
precipitately  with  all  their  boats, 
abandoning  the  fbips,  in  which  lbme 
officers  and  numbers  of  their  men, 
including  many  wounded,  were  left 
to  perifh.  This  unavoidably  muft 
have  been  their  wretched  fate,  had 
they  not  been  dragged  from  amidft 
the  flames,  by  the  perfonal  intre¬ 
pidity  of  brigadier  Curtis,  at  the 
utmoA  hazard  of  his  own  life,  a 
life  invaluable  to  his  MajeAy’s  fer- 
vice,  For  fome  time  I  felt  the  ut- 
moft  anguifh,  feeing  his  pinnace 
clofe  ro  one  of  the  largeft  fhips  at 
the  inftant  file  blew  up,  and  fpread 
her  wreck  to  a  vaft  extent  all  round. 
The  black  cloud  of  fmoke  being  dif- 
perfed,  I  was  again  revived  by  the 
light  of  the  pinnace,  little  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  Brigadier  was  in 
the  utmoft  danger  of  linking,  fome 
pieces  of  timber  having  fallen  into, 
and  pierced  the  boat  (killing  the 
coxfwain,  and  wounding  others  of 
the  men),  fcarce  any  hope  left  of 
reaching  the  fhore  :  providentially 
he  was  ffived  by  flopping  the  hole 
with  the  feamens  jackets,  until 
boats  arrived  to  their  relief — One 
of  our  gun-boats  was  funk  at  the 
fame  ijioment. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  re¬ 
maining  eight  fhips  feverally  blew 
up  with  violent  exploflons  ;  one 
only  efcaped  the  eftecfl  of  our  fire 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
burn,  there  being  no  poffibility  of 
preferring  her. 

The  admiral’s  flag  remained  fly¬ 
ing  on  board  his  (hip,  till  fhe  was 
totally  confumed. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to 
Inform  his  Majefty,  that  the  royal 


artillery/  additional  gunners,  and 
marine  brigade  only  could  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  this  fervice,  which  they 
executed  with  the  deliberate  coolneis 
and  precifion  of  fchool  practice,  but 
their  exertion  was  infinitely  fupe- 
rior.  The  Are  was  inceiTant,  and 
the  batteries  abundantly  fupplied 
with  ammunition  ;  every  foldier  in 
the  garrifon,  not  on  duty,  eagerly 
prefling  to  fhare  in  the  honourable 
labours  of  the  day.  The  enemy’s 
daring  attempt  by  fea  was  effectually 
defeated  by  the  conftant  and  well 
fupported  fire  from  our  batteries  ; 
but  the  well-timed,  judicious,  and 
fpirited  attack  made  by  brigadier 
Curtis,  rendered  this  fuccefs  a  corn* 
niece  victory. 

L  J 

The  enemy’s  lofs,  killed,  burnt, 
drowned,  and  wounded,  muft  have 
been  great  indeed. 

I  enciofe  a  lift  of  the  fhips  de¬ 
ft  royed  :  and  of  prifoners  taken,  all 
by  brigadier  Curtis,  except  one 
Spanifli  officer,  with  eleven  French 
foldiers,  who,  out  of  fourfcore,  ef¬ 
caped  on  the  wreck  of  their  boat*, 
Two  large  launches  from  the  fleet 
were  taken,  with  the  officers  and 
men  belonging  to  them.  The  iincere 
gratitude  all  the  prifoners  of  war 
exprefled  for  their  deliverance  from 
the  various  horrors  that  furrounded 
them,  afforded  the  higheft  fat  is  fac¬ 
tion  to  humanity. 

I  am  happy  to  fay,  my  Lord, 
that  notwithstanding  the  enemy^S 
violent  efforts,  our  lofs  has  not  been 
great  in  number ;  yet  fuch  gallant 
individuals  muft  ever  be  regretted. 

Captain  Reeves,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  was  the  only  officer  killed, 
and  is  much  to  be  lamented,  for  his 
knowledge  and  conftant  unwearied 
attention  to  every  duty.  Our  wound¬ 
ed  officers  will  all  do  well ;  and  we 
are  hopeful  not  to  lofe  many  of  the 
foldiers, 

(E  4)  The 
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The  Duke  de  Ciillon,  a  general 
of  the  highed  reputation,  having 
the  chief  cdmrhand  of  the  allied 
forces,  Princes  of  Royal  blood  of 
France,  dignified  characters  of  Eu- 
rope,  firlf  nobility  of  Spain,  and 
great  military  officers,  being  prefent 
with  the  befieging  army,  an  amaz¬ 
ing  concourie  of  fpeClators,  that  fill¬ 
ed  the  camp,  and  covered  the  adja¬ 
cent  hills  on  this  occafion,  induce  us 
to  believe,  the  combined  powers 
had  formed  the  mod:  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectations  of  fuccefs  from  their 
battering  fiiips,  deemed  perfeCt 
in  deiign,  completed  by  dint  of 
prodigious  labour,  and  unlimited 
profulion  of  expence,  and,  by  cora- 
jnon  report,  pronounced  invincible. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  refpeCt, 
Your  mod  obedient, 

And  mod  humble  fervant, 

G .  A.  Eliott* 
lTo  the  Earl  cf  Shelburne,  cfc, 

(C  O  P  Y.) 

Gibraltar ,  Sept,  28,  1 782, 

My  Lord, 

The  public  dilpatches  will  be 
delivered  by  captain  Vallotton,  my 
fird  aide-du-camp,  who  is  fuffici- 
ently  well  informed  to  anfiwer  any 
farther  particulars  your  Lordihip 

may  with  to  have  minutely  ex¬ 
plained. 

apt.  "V  allotton  is  an  aCtive,  in¬ 
telligent,  and  zealous  officer:  If  his 
Majedy  is  gracioudy  pleaded  to  be- 
ftow  any  mark  of  fa  voir  upon  him 

I  am  fure  he  will  never  prove  urn* 
deferving.  * 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  refipeCl, 

\  our  mod  obedient, 

And  mod  humble  fepvtmb 
G>  A*  Eliott. 


[November, 

Eke  Earl  of  Shelburne , 

(E  X  T  RAC  T.) 

Gibraltar.^  OH.  2,  1782. 
The  night  of  the  30th  it  It.  be¬ 
tween  ten  and  twelve,  the  enemy’s 
mortar  boats  threw  a  number  of 
diells  for  the  town,  encampments, 
and  hofpital  ;  at  the  fame  time 
the  land  batteries  iiicreafed  the 
quantity  ot  their  fire;  but  no  injury 
was  done  to  our  works.  Acres,  or 
magazines. 

Extra 51  of  the  returns  of  hilled  and 
wounded,  in  the  federal  corps  at 
Gibraltar ,  front  the  gth  of  Auguf 
to  t he  1 7  th  of  October,  1 7  8  2 ,  in? 
clufnee. 

6  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  38  rank 
and  file,  killed. 

2  Majors,  2  captains,  2  captain- 
lieutenants  (one  fince  dead),  6  lieu¬ 
tenants  (one  fince  dead),  20  ferjeants, 
2  drummers,  366  rank  and  file, 
wounded.  _ 

Names  of  officers  wounded 1 
58th  Regiment,  lieutenant  Whit- 
ham, 

73d  Regiment,  major  Horsfall. 
73d  Regiment,  capt  ain  M’Kenfie* 
lieutenant  Wharton,  lieutenant  Ken- 
net  M’Kenfie. 

Artillery.  Major  Lewis,  captain 
Grove,  captain -lieutenant  Seward, 
lieutenant  Boag,  lieutenant  Godfrey. 

Wounded  and Jince  dead. 
ArtiileryvCapt.  lieutenant  Reeves, 
Lieutenant  Grumly. 

(Signed)  G.  A.  Eliott. 

Extra  ft  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Vff 
count  Howe,  admiral  of  the  blue, 
fc.  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated  on  board 
the  Ficlory,  off  St.  Helen's,  the  x\th 
of  None  ember,  1782. 

In  addition  to  the  contents  of  my 
lad  letter  of  the  24th,  I  am  to  In~ 
lor m  you,  that  as  foon  as  the  mads 
cf  the  fnips,  damaged  by  the  ene¬ 
my  s  fire,  were  properly  fecured,  the 
fird  opportunity  was  taken  (on  a 

light 
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light  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  fuc- 
ceeding  the  calm  which  intervened) 
to  fraud  to  the  northward  the  2  2d  at 
night,  under  all  the  fail  poffible, 
with  requiftte  care  for  keeping  the 
fleet,  duly  connected,  to  get  up 
again  with  the  enemy. 

The  wind  continuing  in  the  fame 
quarter  till  the  2^th,  and  more 
eafterly  the  three  following  days, 
the  fame  preffed  fail  was  carried  as 
before  ;  but  as  the  enemy,  who  had 
perftlted  to  avoid  a  renewal  of  the 
adtion  of  the  21ft,  could  not  (as 
the  wind  fmee  remained)  be  forced 
thereto,  except  by  working  in  with 
the  Barbary  there  for  an  uncertain 
time,  which  the  hate  of  the  {hips  in 
many  refpedts  did  not  admit,  I 
brought  the  licet  to,  on  the  28th,  to 
prepare  the  detachments  di redied  by 
fny  mftructions  at  that  period. 

In  the  fame  Gazette  are  difpatches 
from  Lord  Pigot  at  New  York, 
dated  OT.  9,  They  contain  a  lift 
of  prizes,  in  number  15-,  with  cap¬ 
tain  Elphingfton’s  account  of  the 
taking  the  Aigle,  laid  to  be  the 
fin  eft  frigate  ever  fitted  out  from 
France.  She  had  treafure  on  board 
to  a  very  confiderable  amount,  and 
lb  me  officers  of  the  hr  ft  rank  for  the 
French  army,  who,  together  with 
the  greateft  part  of  the  treafure, 
got  fafe  oh  fiiore.  The  Aigle 
was  purfued  through  an  unknown 
channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
-  ware,  till  fire  ftuck  f’aft,  and  could 
not  be  reached  but  by  feme  fin  all 
iliips,  which  being  properly  placed 
obliged  her  to  furrender. 

21.  This  day  a  vefifel  with  the 
divinp'-bell  came  into  Portfmouth 
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harbour,  having  fiflied  up  16  guns, 
with  cordage,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
Royal  George. 

22.  A  court  of  proprietors  was 
held  at  the  India  Houle,  when  Sir 
Henry  Fletcher  took  the  chair,  and 
after  the  minutes  of  the  laft  general 
court  were  read,  he  informed  the 


proprietors,  that  the  directors  had 
finally  agreed  to  refeind  the  order 
for  the  recall  of  governor  Flattings ; 
but  that,  upon  acquainting  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  m millers  with  the  determina- 
tion  of  the  court,  agreeable  to  a£l  of 
parliament,  government  had  ex- 
prefled  their  difapprobation  of  the 
lame  ;  and  his  Majefty,  intending 
to  bring  the  buiinefs  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  had  commanded,  that  nofuch 
difpatches,  as  were  direded  by  the 
proprietory  court,  fhould  be  fent 
to  the  general  governor  of  Ben¬ 
gal.  This  intimation  occasioned 
much  converfation.  Governor  John- 
ftone  faid,  he  had  long  fince  feen  a 
fettled  defign  i’omewhere  to  nibble 
away  the  charter  rights  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  therefore  propofed,  that 
a  committee  of  nine  proprietors 
fhould  be  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  buiinefs  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  as  it  may  be  agitated  in  parlia^ 
inent,  to  fiiew  government  that  they 
would  by  no  means  permit  encroach¬ 
ments  011  their  rights  without  a  legal 
refiftance.  Nine  proprietors  were 
accordingly  appointed  to  meet  for 
that  purpofe. 

23.  A  commltte  of  fix  aldermen 
and  twelve  commoners,  deputed  by 
the  court  of  aldermen  and  common 
council,  to  entertain  Lord  Rodney, 
waited  on  his  lordfhip  at  his  houfe 
in  Flertford-ftreet,  when  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes,  as  chairman,  prefented. 
him  the  thanks  of  the  court.  His 
lordfhip  afterwards  dined  with  the 
committee  at  the  London  tavern.  In 
the  evening,  many  houfes  in  the 
city  were  illuminated. 

50.  This  being  St.  Andrew’s  day, 
the  Royal  Society  held  their  a  mil- 
verlYry  meeting  in  Somcrfet  Place, 
in  the  Strand,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  eledfed  for  the 
Council. 


Of  the  old  Council. 
Sir  jof.  Banks,  Bt. 
Peter  Hoiford,  Efq.  ' 
Edwardfiooper,E  ftp 


Of  the  new*' 
JfaacHawk.l:  .  . 
Efq. 

Sir  Wm.  Civ.  a.  v 


[November 
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K.  Mafkelyne,  D .D. 
P.BIen.  Maty,  M.A. 
Rord  Mulgrave. 
jofeph  Pianta,  Efq. 
SirW.  Mufgrave,Bt. 
R.  Saunders,  M.  D. 
W.  Watfon,  M.  D. 
Sam.  Wegg,  Efq. 


Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  Ellis. 
John  Frere,  Efq. 
Mr.  W.  Harnfon. 
Jofeph  Hoare,  D.  D. 
Cyril  Jackfon,  D.  D. 
Philip  Step! Lens, Efj. 
Sir  Eoah  Thomas/ 


Jknd  the  officers  were,  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bt.  Prefident  5  Paul  Henry 
Maty,  M.  A.  Secretary  ;  Jofeph 
Pianta,  Efq.  fecreta.ry ;  Sam.  Wegg, 
Elq.  treafurer. 


Whitehall ,  Nov.  30,  1782. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Archibald  Lamp- 
belli  Efq ,  governor  of  Jamaica , 
dated  OB.  10,  1782  ;  received 
at  the  office  of  the  right  honourable 
ST homas  T oven ffiend.  his  Majcfy’s 
principal  fecretary  op  fate  for  the 
dome  department ,  Nov.  29. 


Jamaica.  Q Bober  20,  1782, 
My  Lord, 

1  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 

four  lordfhip,  that  the  plan  which 
projedled  for  defeating  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  their  attack  upon  the  Bri- 
tifh  fettlers  and  Mufquito  Indians  at 
'Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  has  fucceeded 
equal  to  my  moil  fanguine  expec¬ 
tations. 

Captain  John  Campbell,  of  the 
Wanks  River  diiiridt,  who  had  col¬ 
lected  1  30  able  negroes  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  harraffing  the  Spanifh  gar- 
rifon  flationed  at  Black  River,  con¬ 
tinued  with  unremitting  aifiduity, 
from  the  14th  of  July,  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  and  narrow  the  limits  of 
their  polls  to  the  eallward,  till  by  a 
judicious  movement  of  his  whole 
corps  to  the  well  ward,  he  paffed 
their  centinels  unnoticed,  got  clofe 
on  the  night  of  the  23d  qf  Auguft, 
to  Cape  River  Fort  (lately  Fort 
Hailing)  and,  by  a  very  gallant  af- 
fault,  carried  it  with  the  lofs  of  two 
men  only.  Sixty-five  Spaniards  were 
killed  on  thefpot,  nine  taken  prifon- 
ers  mollly  wounded,-  and  about  for- 
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ty  efc  j&ped  bv  flight.  Three  held 
pieces  brafs,  three  held  pieces  iron, 
one  cohorn,  and  one  garrifon  piece, 
with  a  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
one  hand  of  colours,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  affailants  who  deftroy- 
ed  the  works,  and  retreated  to  their 
former  ground. 

This  fuccefs,  together  with  re* 
peated  Ikirmifiies,  in  which  the  ene¬ 
my  met  with  confiaerable  lofs,  con¬ 
tributed  to  render  the  Spaniards  at 
Black  River  an  eafy  conqueh  to  the 
force  then  in  motion  againft  them. 

On  the  2§th  of  Auguh  the  little 
army  formed  at  Cape  Gracias  a 
Dios,  confiding  of  eighty  American 
rangers  under  major  Campbell,  five 
hundred  fhoremen,  free  people  of 
colour,  and  negroes,  and  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Mufquito  Indians,  under  their 
refpedtive  chiefs,  who  had  elected  for 
their  leader  lieutenant-colonel  Def- 
pard  (captain  in  the  79th  regiment) 
reached  the  mouth  of  Plain-tain 
River,  about  feven  leagues  to  the 
eah-watd  of  the  enemy.  1 

On  the  30th  the  troops  arrived  at 
Black  River  Bluff,  oppofite  to  the 
eahern  Block-houfe,  when  the  ene¬ 
my  dispatched  a  flag  to  enquire  who 
they  were  and  what  they  wanted. 
A  fum mans  to  furrender  the  Spanifh 
polls,  and  artillery,  to  hiy  Britan - 
nick  Majehy's  forces,  was  lent  to 
the  Commandant  in  reply  ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  fome  altercation,  the  garrifon, 
canhfting,  of  twenty-feven  officers, 
and  feven  hundred  and  fifteen 
rank  and  file,  chiefly  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Guatimala,  thought  fit  to 
lay  down  their  arms  as  prifoners 
of  war,  hipulating  to  be  conducted 
to  Omoa  in  the  moh  convenient  and 
expeditious  manner.  With  this  de¬ 
tachment  were  taken  1  hand  of  co¬ 
lours,  2  twelve  pounders,  7  fix 
pounders,  11  four  pounders  iron, 
4  lour  pounders  brafs,  1  eight-inch 
howitzer,  and  icoo  firelocks,  \yhich, 

together 
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together  with  the  artillery  in  Fort 
palling,  amount  to  3 1  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  1  cohorn,  1  howitzer,  1000 
firelocks,  a  quantity  of  ammunition, 
and  2  hand  of  colours. 

I  have  likewife  the  pleafure  to  in¬ 
form  your  lordfliip,  that  the  day- 
after  the  Spanilh  troops  laid  down 
their  arms  at  Black.  River,  a  polacre 
of  16  guns,  loaded  with  provifions 
for  the  Spanifli  garrifon  at  that  poft, 
was  taken  by  one  of  captain  Parry’s 
fquadron.  This  polacre  had  alfo 
fome  money  on  board,  and  100  fol- 
diers  as  a  reinforcement  for  Truxillo. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  (bore  being 
over,  I  have  directed  Odell’s  Rangers 
to  return  immediately  to  Jamaica  ; 
and  I  can  allure  your  lordfiip,  that 
the  Britifh  fettlers,  and  friendly  In¬ 
dians  on  that  coaft,  have  for  this 
feafon,  a  fair  profpedt  of  enjoying 
their  plantations  in  tranquillity  ; 
while  the  Spaniards,  who  have  been 
at  an  immenfe  expence  and  fatigue, 
have  loft  the  fruits  of  their  coilly 
and  laborious  exertions. 

Captain  Thomas  of  his  Majefy’s 
Blip  Refource,  who  can  inform  your 
lordfhip  of  the  hate  of  matters  in 
this  quarter,  will  have  the  honour 
of  prefenting  to  you  the  Spanilh 
colours  taken  at  Cape  River  Fort, 
and  the  works  of  Black  River,  which 
I  beg  may  be  laid  at  his  Majefy’s 
feet. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpedt, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Arch  Campbell. 

7  0  the  Earl  of  Shelburne . 

&c.  feV.  &c, 

Admiralty-Office ,  Nov.  30,  1782. 

Lieutenant  Alexander  Allen  (com¬ 
mander  of  his  Majeily’s  arm¬ 
ed  tranfport  the  Royal  Charlotte) 

.  arrived  at  this  office  yeferday 
with  difpatches  from  Vice-Ad- 
piiral  Sir  Edward  FI  ughes,  Knight 


of  the  Bath,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Hups  in  the 
Eaf -Indies,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  extracts. 

Ex  trail  of  a  letter  from  Sir  JEdzvard 
Hughes  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated  on 
board  his  Majefy’s  jhip  Superbe * 
at fea ,  dpril  4,  1782. 

I  failed  on  the  3 i  ft  of  January 
from  Trincamale  for  Madras  Road, 
in  order  to  get  a  fupply  of  provilionp 
and  {lores,  of  both  which  the  Ihips 
were  then  in  want. 

On  the  8th  of  February  I  an-* 
chored  in  Madras  Road,  and  the 
fame  day  received  advice  from  Lord 
Macartney,  the  governor  of  that 
place,  that  a  French  fquadron,  con* 
filling  of  thirty  fail  of  lliips  and  vef- 
fels,  was  at  anchor  about  twenty- 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  that 
port.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th, 
captain  Aims,  in  his  Majeily’s  flip 
Monmouth,  with  the  Hero,  Ifis, 
and  the  armed  tranfport  Manilla, 
joined  me  in  the  Road.  I  continu¬ 
ed  to  ufe  all  poflible  diligence  it* 
getting  the  neeeffary  fores  and  pro¬ 
vifions  on  board  the  feveral  flips  un¬ 
til  the  13th  of  February,  when  the 
enemy’s  fquadron,  conlifing  of  12 
fail  of  line  of  battle  flips,  6  frigates, 
8  large  tranfports,  and  6  captured 
velfels,  came  in  fight  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  handing  for  Madras  Road, 
and  about  noon,  the  fame  day,  an¬ 
chored  about  lour  miles  without  the 
Road. —In  the  mean  time  I  placed 
his  Majefy’s  flips  in  the  mof  ad¬ 
vantageous  manner  to  defend  them- 
felves,  and  the  other  flips  in  the 
Road  with  fprings  on.  their  cables, 
that  they  might  bring  their  broad - 
fdes  to  bear  more  effectually  on  the 
enemy,  fliould  they  attempt  an 
attack. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  ene¬ 
my  weighed  and  food  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  when  !  immediately  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh,  and  food  after  them, 

havine 


fiaving  received  on  board  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  300  officers  and  men  of  his 
Majefiy’s  98th  regiment,  who  'were 
diftri.buted  to  the  fifips  of  the 
fquadron  that  were  the  worftmanned. 
I  flood  with  the  fquadron,  as  per 
margin  to  the  fouthward  all  that 
night  under  an  eafy  fail,  and  in  the 
morning  at  day-light,  found  the 
enemy’s  (hips  had  feparated  in  the 
night ;  their  twelve  line  of  battle 
fliips,  and  a  frigate  bearing  caft  of 
me,  diflant  about  four  leagues,  and 
fixteen  fail  of  their  frigates  and 
tranfports  bearing  fouth-we ft  diftent 
■about  three  leagues,  and  fleering 
5i  direct  courts  for  Pondicherry  ;  on 
which  I  inftantly  made  the  fignai  for 
a  general  chace  to  the  iouth-wefl 
in  order,  if  po liable,  to  come  up 
with  and  take  their  tranfports, 
well  knowing  the  enemy’s  line  of 
battle  fliips  would  follow  to  protect 
them  all  in  their  power.  I11  the 
•cowrie  of  the  chace  our  copper- 
bottomed  flips  came  up  with  and" 
captured  fix  fail  of  fliips  and  veffels  • 
five  of  which  were  Englifh  taken  by 
the  enemy,  when  to  the  northward 
of  Madras,  out  of  which  I  ordered 
the  Frenchmen  to  be  taken,  and  the 
veffels  to  proceed  with  their  own 
crews  to  Neg.ipatam,;  the  fixth  was 
the  Laurifton,  a  tranfport,  having- 
on  board  many  French  officers,  100 
men  of  the' regiment  of  Laufartnc, 
and  laden  with  guns,  fliot,  powder, 
and  other  military  (fores :  this  fhip, 
fo  valuable  to  us,  and  offo  much  con- 
fequence  to  the  enemv,  was  taken  by 
captain  Lumley,  of  his  Majeftv’s 
So  foon  as  the  enemy’s  iquadron 
difcovered  my  intention  to  chafe 
their  tranfports,  they  put  before  the 
fiiip  Ills. 


*  Superbe,  Exeter,  Mon  arc  a.  Hero, 
Worcefter,  Harford,  Monmonth,  Eagle, 
Ills,  Seahorfe,  Combullion. 


[N  member* 

wind,  and  made  all  the  fail  they 
could  after  me ;  and,  by  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  four  of  their  beffi 
filling  line  of  battle  fliips  were  got 
within  two  or  three  miles  of  our 
fiernniofl  fliips,  and  the  fliips  in. 
chace  were  very  much  fpread  by  the 
enemy’s  fhips  they  were  chaffing, 
fleering  different  courfes,  fometo  the 
S.  E.  others  to  the  fouth,  and  le- 
veral  to  the  S.  W.  I  therefore  judg¬ 
ed  it  neceffary  to  make  the  fignai 
for  the  chacing  fliips  to  join  me-, 
which  they  all  did  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  I  con¬ 
tinued  Handing  to  the  S.  E.  under 
an  eafy  fail  all  that  night,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Iquadron  in  light,  and  making 
many  fignals. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  the  body  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  bore  N.  by  E,  of  ours, 
diflant  about  three  leagues,  the  wea¬ 
ther  very  hazy,  with  light  winds  and 
frequent  fqualls  of  (bort  duration, 
from  the  N.  N.  E.  the  enemy  croud- 
ing  all  the  fail  they  could  towards 
our  fquadron. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  I  made  the 
fignai  for  our  fquadron  to  form  the 
line  of  battle  a- head  ;  at  25  minutes 
paft  eight,  our  line  a-head  being 
formed  with  great  difficulty,  from 
the. want  of  wind  and  frequent  in¬ 
tervals  of  calms,  I  made  the  fignai 
for  the  leading  fhip  to  make  the 
lame  fail  as  the  Admiral,  and  made 
fail  for  me  in  the  line  a-head,  in¬ 
tending  to  weather  the  enemy,  that  I 
might  engage  them  dofely.  At  ten 
trie  enemy *s  fquadron  having  the 
advantage  of  the  fqualls  from  the 
N.  N.  E,  (which  always  reached 
them  firft,  and  in  confequence  con¬ 
tinued  longeft  with  them)  neared  us 
very  faff,  and- 1  made  the  fignai  for 
our  line  to  alter  the  courle  two 
points  too  leeward,  the  enemy  then 
fleering  down  on  the  rear  of  our  lipe, 
in  an  irregular  double  line  a  breafri 

At 
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At  half  pah  noon  I  made  the  fignal 
for  our  fquadron  to  form  the  line  of 
battle  a-breaft,  in  order  to  draw  the 
rear  of  our  line  clo.fer  to  the  center, 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from  break¬ 
ing  in  on  it,  and  attacking  it  when 
leparated.  At  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  enemy  ftiil  pufhing  on 
to  our  rear  in  a  double  line  a-breaft, 
I  again  altered  my  courfe  in  the  line, 
in  order  to  draw  our  rear  fliips  lfi.ll 
clofer  to  the  center  ;  and,  at  40  mi¬ 
nutes  after  three,  finding  it  impof- 
iibie  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  attack, 
under  all  the  difadvantages  of  little 
or  no  wind  to  work  our  fliips,  and 
oi  being  to  leeward  of  them,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to  form 
at  once  into  the  line  of  battle  a-head. 
At  four  the  Exeter  (which  was  the 
iter  11  m oft  fhip  in  our  rear  when 
formed  in  line  of  battle  a-head  on 
the  larboard  tack)  not  being  quite 
clofed  to  her  feeond  a-head,  three 
of  the  enemy’s  ihips  in  the  firft  line 
bore  right  down  upon  her,  whilft 
four  more  of  their  feeond  line,  head¬ 
ed  by  the  Hero,  in  which  fhip  monf. 
Suffrein  had  his  flag,  hauled  along 
the  outlide  of  the  firft  line  towards 
our  center.  At  five  minutes  paft 
four  the  enemy’s  three  flops  began 
their  fire  on  the  Exeter,  which  was 
returned  by  her  and  her  feeond  a- 
head.  At  ten  minutes  paft  four  I 
made  the  fignal  for  battle,  and  at 
twelve  minutes  paft,  the  addon  be¬ 
came  general  from  our  rear  to  the 
center,  the  commanding  fhip  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  others  of  their 
feeond  line,  leading  down  to  our 
center,  yet  never  at  any  time  ad¬ 
vancing  farther  than  oppofite  to  the 
Superbe,  our  center  ftdp,  with  little 
or  no  wind,  and  fome  heavy  rain 
during  the  engagement. 

Under  thefe  cireumftances  the 
enemy  brought  eight  of  their  beft 
iliips  to  the  attack  of  five  of  ours, 


as  the  van  of  our  line,  confiding  of 
the  Monmouth,  Eagle,  Burford, 
and  Worcefter,  could  not  be  brought 
into  addon  without  tacking  on  the 
enemy  3  and  although  the  fignal  for 
that  purpofe  was  at  the  mail-head 
ready  for  hoifting,  there  was  neither 
wind  fufficient  to  enable  them  to 
tack,  nor  for  the  five  fhips  of  our 
center  and  rear,  then  engaged  with, 
the  enemy,  hard  prefted,  and  much 
difabled  in  their  mails,  yards,  fails, 
and  rigging,  to  follow  them  with¬ 
out  an  almoft  certainty  of  feparating 
our  van  from  our  rear. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon,  a  fqualf 
of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  took  our 
fliips  and  paid  them  round  head  on 
the  enemy  to  the  north  -  eaft  ward, 
when  the  engagement  was  renewed 
by  our  five  fhips,  with  great  fpirit 
and  alacrity,  from  our  {larboard 
guns  ;  and  at  twenty-five  minutes 
paft  fix,  juft  before  dark,  the  ene¬ 
my's  fliips  engaged  with  ours,  hav¬ 
ing  viiibly  fuffered  feverely,  the 
whole  of  them  hauled  their  wind 
and  flood  to  their  N.  E. 

At  this  time  the  Superbe  had  loft 
her  main-yard,  fihot  into  two  pieces 
in  the  flings,  had  five  feet  water 
m  her  hold,  and  continued  for  fome 
time  to  gain  on  all  her  pumps,  until 
feveral  of  the  largeft  fhot-holes  under 
water  were  plugged  up,  and  neither 
brace  nor  bowline  left  entire  ;  and 
the  Exeter,  almoft  reduced  to  the 
flate  of  a  wreck,  had  made  a  fignal 
of  diftrefs.  The  other  three  fhips 
in  our  rear,  the  Monarca,  Ifis,  and 
Hero,  had  fuffered  lefs,  as  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fire  appeared  plainly  to  be  di¬ 
rected  principally  againft  the  Superbe 
and  Exeter. 

It  is  with  particular  pleafure  I 
have  to  acquaint  their  lordfliips  that 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  five  fhips, 
engaged  again fl  fo  fuperior  a  force 
of  the  enemy,  behaved  through  the 

whole 
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whole  a£Hon  with  the  greateft  ftea- 
dinefs  and  bravery. 

After  the  action  I  flood  to  the 
fouthward  under  little  fail  all  night ; 
and  in  the  morning,  at  day-light, 
found  the  Superbe’s  mainmafl,  fore- 
inafl,  and  bowfprit  fo  much  wound¬ 
ed,  as  to  render  it  exceeding  dan¬ 
gerous  to  carry  fail  on  them  ;  the 
Exeter’s  mafts  were  alfo  much  da¬ 
maged,  and  the  fhot-hoies,  in  all 
the  (laips  that  had  been  engaged, 
fo  far  under  water,  as  to  render  it 
impoliible  to  flop  them*  but  by  giv¬ 
ing  the  fliips  deep  heels  in  fmooth 
water ;  all  which,  and  the  wind 
continuing  to  blow  from  the  north¬ 
ward,  determined  me  to  proceed  to 
Trincamale,  as  the  only  proper  place 
to  relit  the  difabled  flips,  and  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  arrived  there  on  the  24th  ; 
and  having  done,  with  the  utnloft 
expedition,  what  repairs  were  ab¬ 
solutely  neceflaty  to  put  the  difabled 
fliips  into  a  condition  for  fervice,  I 
failed  from  that  place  with  the  fqiia- 
dron  on  the  4th  of  laft  month.  On 
the  1 2th  I  arrived  at  Madras  with 
4he  fquadron*  having  feen  nothing 
©1  the  enemy’s  fquadron  on  my  paf- 
fage  from  Trincamale  to  that  place. 
The  accompanying  inclofure  con¬ 
tains  an  exadflifl  of  tlieir  fquadron, 
and  the  number  of  troops  embarked 
on  it  at  the  Mauritius.  .The  fqua¬ 
dron  was  commanded  by  M.  D’Orve 
when  it  left  the  iflands  ;  but  he  dy¬ 
ing  a  few  days  alter  its  arrival  on 
this  coaft,  the  command  devolved 
on  monf.  Suffrein.  On  their  paf- 
fage  from  the  iflands  to  this  coaft 
they  fell  in  with  his  majefty’s  flip 
the  Hannibal,  captain  Chriftie,  off 
the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra,  and  took 
her:  this  flip  raifed  the  number  of 
their  line  of  battle  flips  to  twelve, 
again  ft  nine  under  my  command  ; 
had  fie  joined  me,  our  difparity 


both  in  number  and  force  would  not 
have  been  fo  great. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  inforni 
their  lordfhips,  that  his  majefty’s 
Hoop  the  Chafer,  commanded  by 
captain  Parr,  was  captured  by  the 
enemy’s  frigate  the  Bellona,  in  her 
way  to  Madras  Road,  from  a  cruize 
on  the  northern  part  of  this  coaft. 

April  4,  1 782. 

A  lift  of  the  Karnes^  force ,  and  coin -  ’ 
manders  of  the  French  fquadron 
now  on  the  Coro?nandcl  coaf ,  and 
of  the  land  forces  embarked  on  them 
and  tranfports  at  the  Mauritius ,  the 
qth  of  December  laf ,  and  now 
landed  to  joist  Hyder  Ally* 


Ships  Guns. 

Commanders.  Men* 

of  the  line. 

L’Hero 

74  1 

M.  Du  Suffrein,  7  f 
ChefD’Efcarde,  % 

Id  Orient 

74 

Capt.  Du  Pallaire  6 ay 

L’Annibal 

74 

Tromelin  62^ 

Le  Brilliant 

64 

St.  Felix  516 

L’Ajax 

64 

Bouvet  516 

La  Severe 

64 

Sultier  5x6 

Le  Sphynx 

64 

Duchaleau  516 

Id  Artefien 

6  4 

L’Alandrois  516 

Le  Vengeur 

64 

Forbin  5  id 

La  Flamand 

5° 

DeQueberville  430 

Eng.  Hanibal 

50 

Frigates. 

LaPurvoyeufeqoCapt.Bu  Galle  400 

La  Fine 

4°  * 

Perier  de  Sal  vert  40© 

La  Bellona 

36 

Bovard  1  ft  Officer  350 

La  Subtile 

22 

DeReauiieu  24c* 

La  Silphide 

18 

200 

La  Dilligente 

8 

80 

Flutes  and  Tranfports. 
Laurifton,  Bon  Amis,  Maurcpas> 
Rrifon,  Deux  Amis,  Fille  Unique* 
St.  Anne,  Due  deTufcany* 

Land  Forces. 

Regiment  D’Auftrafie  659  Me® 

De  L’Hle  de  France  800 
De  Legion  du  Laufane  45  5 

Volontiers  de  Bourbon  139 

De  Regiment  D’Artillerie  200 

Caffres  of  the  1  Hands  1x57 

Sepoys  47 

5457  . 

Abjlfa$ 


/ 
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AbJlraB  of  the  hilled  and  wounded  on 
hoard  bis  mttjejly's  Jhips , 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Superbe, 

1 1 

25 

36 

Exeter, 

10 

45 

5  5 

Monarca, 

1 

5 

6 

Kero* 

9 

n 

26 

Xiis, 

1 

J 

4 

32 

95 

127 

Among:  whom  were  the  undermen- 
tioned  officers,  viz. 

Superbe.  Capt.  Steevens,  wound¬ 
ed,  (lines  dead),  lieuts.  Hughes 
and  Neweombe,  wounded. 
Exeter.  Captain  Reynolds,  killed  ; 
lieut.  Charles  Jones,  wounded, 

ExiraB  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated  on 
board  his  Majejiy's  Jhip  Superbe  in 
Trine amale  Bayy  May  10,  1782. 

T  had  the  pleafure  to  addrefs  you 
by  letter  on  the  4-th  of  lad  month, 
and  have  now  that  of  communicat¬ 
ing  to  you,  for  their  Lordffiips  far¬ 
ther  information,  an  account  of  the 
tranfadtions  of  his  majedy’s  fqua¬ 
dron  as  per  margin*,  and  of  the 
enemy’s,  to  this  time. 

In  my  lad  I  mentioned  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  his  majedy’s  fliips  Sultan  and 
Magnanime  with  the  fquadron  on 
the  30th  of  March  ;  both  ffiips  were 
then  very  lickly,  and  much  reduced 
by  the  feurvy ;  but  as  I  had  on 
board  the  fquadron  a  reinforcement 
pf  troops  for  this  garrifon,  and  a 
.quantity  of  military  ftores,  I  judg¬ 
ed  it  mod  for  the  public  l'ervice, 
Specially  as  I  knew  the  enemy’s 


*  Superbe,  Sultan,  Hero,  Monarca, 

Barford,  Exeter,  Magnanime,  Mon¬ 
mouth,  Worcefter,  Eagle,  ifis*  Seahorie, 
Combuflion  firdhip. 


fquadron  was  to  the  fouthward,  not 
to  return  to  Madras  to  land  the 
lick  and  fcorbutic  of  thefe  two  {hips* 
but  to  proceed  diredtly  for  Trinca* 
male,  and  there  to  land  the  rein** 
forcement  and  military  ftores,  aai 
well  as  the  lick  of  the  Sultan  and 
Magnanime,  without  either  feekingp 
or  fhunning  the  enemy. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution  S 
dood  with  the  fquadron  to  the  fouth¬ 
ward,  and  on  the  6th  of  April  fell 
in  with  a  French  (hip,  lad  from 
Mauritius,  having  on  board  dif- 
patches  from  France  for  their  com¬ 
manders  in  chief  by  fea  and  land  * 
this  {hip  was  chafed  on  fhore  and 
burnt  near  Tranquebar,  the  officer® 
and  men  efcaping  with  the  difpatches* 

On  the  8th,  about  noon,  I  cam© 
in  light  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron* 
confiding  of  18  fail,  in  the  N.  E® 
quarter,  and  continued  my  courf© 
for  this  place.  On  the  9th,  10th* 
and  nth,  the  enemy  dill  in  fight. 
On  the  1  ith,  having  made  the  coad 
of  Ceylon,  about  13  leagues  to 
windward  of  Trincamale,  I  bore 
away  for  that  place.  On  the  1 2th* 
at  day-light,  the  pofitlon  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fquadron  being  altered  by  my 
bearing  away,  fo  as  to  give  them  the 
wind  of  ours,  I  difeovered  them 
crouding  all  the  fail  they  could  fee 
after  us  ;  and  their  copper-bottom¬ 
ed  ffiips  coming  fad  up  with  the  ffiips 
in  our  rear,  I  therefore  determined 
to  engage  them. 

At  nine  in  the  forenoon  I  made 
the  fignal  for  the  fliips  in  our  fqua¬ 
dron  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  darboard  tack,  at  two 
cables  length  diilance  from  each 
other,  the  enemy  then  bearing  N. 
by  E.  didant  about  fix  miles,  and 
the  wind  at  N.  by  E.  they  continu¬ 
ed  manoeuvring  their  (hips,  and 
changing  their  pojjtions  in  their 


p  r  i  n  e 

fine,  till  fifteen  minutes  paft  noon, 
when  they  bore  away  to  engage  us ; 
five  fail  of  their  van  ft  retching  along 
to  engage  the  fhips  ot  our  van,  and 
the  other  feven  fall  freer ing  diredtly 
on  our  center  fhips, the  Superbe,  the 
Monmouth  her  fecond  a-head,  and 
the  Monarqa  her  fecond  a-ftern.  At 
half  pad  one  the  engagement  began 
In  the  van  of  both  fquadrons ;  three 
minutes  after  I  made  the  fignal  for 
battle.  The  French  admiral  in  the 
Hero,  and  his  fecond  a-ftern  the 
1/Orient,  bore  down  on  the  Superbe 
within  pidol  (hot.  The  Hero  con¬ 
tinued  her  polidon,  giving  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  fevere  fire  for  nine  minutes, 
and  then  flood  on,  greatly  damaged, 
to  attack  the  Monmouth,  at  that 
time  engaged  with  another  of  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  making  room  for  the 
flips  in  his  rear  to  come  up  to  the 
attack  of  our  center,  where1  the  en¬ 
gagement  was  hotted.  At  three  the 
Monmouth  had  her  mizen-maft  fhot 
away,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after, 
her  main -mad,  and  bore  out  of  the 
line  to  leeward.  At  forty  minutes 
pad  three  the  wind  unexpectedly 
continuing  far  northerly  without 
ahy  fea  breeze,  and  being  careful 
not  to  entangle  our  fhips  with  the 
fhore,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fquadron  to  wear,  and  haul  their 
wind  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head  on 
the  larboard  tack,  dill  engaging  the 
enemy.  At  forty  minutes  pad  five, 
being  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  and 
apprehenfive  led  the  Monmouth 
might,  in  her  difabled  date,  drift 
too  near  the  fhoie,  I  made  the  fignal 
for  the  fquadron  to  prepare  to  an¬ 
chor.  At  forty  minutes  pad  fix  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  drew  ofF  in  great 
diforder  to  the  eadward,  and  the 
engagement  ceafed,  their  admiral 
having  fluffed  his  flag  from  the 
Hero  to  theFrench  Hannibal,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Hero’s  difabled  date ; 


I  P  A  [November,, 

and  foon  after  I  anchored  with  the 
fquadron,  the  Superbe  clofe  to  the 
Monmouth,  in  order  to  repair  our 
damages,  which,  on  board  the  Su¬ 
perbe  and  Monmouth,  were  very 
great  in  the  hulls,  mads,  fails,  and 
rigging  ;  and  almoft  all  the  fhips 
had  buffered  confiderably  in  their 
mads,  fails,  and  rigging. 

Much  about  this  time  the  French 
frigate  La  Fine,  being  ordered,  I 
fuppofe,  to  tow  and  affift  their  dif¬ 
abled  fhip  the  Hero,  fell  on  board 
his  majedy’s  flip  Ids,  and  had  ac¬ 
tually  dr  tick  his  colours  to  her  ; 
but  taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs 
of  the  night,  and  the  date  the  Ids 
was  in,  juft  come  out  of  action,  in 
which  fhe  had  a  number  of  men 
killed  and  wounded,  and  otherwife 
ill  manned,  the  frigate  got  clear  of 
the  Ids,  and  efcaped. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  killed  and  Wounded  oil 
board  the  feveral  fliips  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  is  herewith  enclofed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  at 
day-light,  I  found  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  had  anchored  about  five 
miles  without  us,  in  much  diforder 
and  apparent  dirt  refs,  but  they  had 
loft  no  lower  mails :  both  fquadrons 
were  bufily  employed  in  repairing* 
damages,  drawing  into  order  for  de¬ 
fence,  the  enemy  feemfng  to  appre¬ 
hend  an  attack  from  us,  and  I  my- 
felt  uncertain  if  they  would  not  re¬ 
new  the  engagement,  in  order  to 
get  hold  of  the  Monmouth.  I11  thefe 
lit  nations'  both  fquadrons  continued 
at  anchor  till  the  19th  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  the  enemy’s  got  under 
fail  with  the  land -Wind,  and  flood 
out  to  fea  clofe-hauled,  and  at  noon 
tacked  with  the  fea  breeze,  and  flood 
in  for  the  body  of  our  fquadron,  as 
if  with  intent  to  attack  ;  but  after 
coming  within  two  miles  of  us,  find¬ 
ing  us  prepared  to  receive  them, 

they 
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they  again  tacked  and  flood  to  the 
eaflward  by  the  wind ;  and  I  have 
not  fince  been  able  to  learn  certain¬ 
ly  where  they  are  gone.  Having 
refitted  the  Monmouth  in  the  bell 
manner  our  fituadon  would  admit, 
with  jury,  main,  and  mizen  mails,  I 
failed  with  his  majefty’s  fquadron 
for  this  place  on  the  2 2d,  and  an¬ 
chored  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day,  immediately  landing  the 
reinforcement  and  military  ilores 
defdned  for  the  garrifon,  and  the 
dick  and  wounded. 

In  this  fituadon  of  the  fquadron 
and  its  men,  i  thought  it  bell  lor  his 
majefly’s  fervice  to  remain  at  an¬ 
chor  here,  and  to  let  about  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  the  hulls,  mails,  and  rigging 
of  the  feveral  fhips,  vvhilfl  the  lick 
enjoy  every  benefit  of  frefh  meat, 
vegetables,  and  wine,  on  fliore,  for 
their  recovery. 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform 
their  lordfhips,  that  I  (hall  be  able 
to  remafl  the  Monmouth  by  the  end 
of  this  month,  from  the  fpareflores 
on  board  the  feveral  fliips  ;  and  that 
the  damage  they  fultained  in  the  laid 
engagement  will  be  every  way  made 
good  about  that  time. 


Abjiracl  o  f  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
hoard  his  majefyd  flips ,  viz* 


Ships.  Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total* 

Superbe, 

59  ‘ 

96 

ft? 

Exeter, 

4 

40 

44 

Magnanime, 

— ■ 

7 

7 

Monmouth, 

45 

102 

H7 

Monarca, 

7 

28 

35 

Worcefter, 

8 

26 

34 

Bur  ford, 

6 

36 

42 

Eagle, 

— 

22 

22 

Hero, 

2 

3  3 

1  5 

Sultan, 

— 

9 

9 

Ills, 

6 

5 1 

57 

■ 

137 

430 

567 

17.82, 


Among  the  killed  were  the  follow* 
ing  officers,  viz. 

Superbe — Two  lieutenants,  mafler. 
Monmouth  —  One  lieutenant  of  ma¬ 
rines. 

Woreefler — One  lieutenant* 
Burford— One  lieutenant  of  marines* 
Names  not  mentioned* 

Ex tra B  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  to  Mr,  Stephens ,  dated  on. 
hoard  his  majeffs  flip  Superbe ,  in. 
r incam  ale  Bay ,  June  2,  1782. 

I  have  the  particular  pleafure  to 
advife  you  for  their  lordfhips  infor¬ 
mation,  that  his  majefly’s  armed 
transport  the  Royal  Charlotte  joined 
me  in  this  bay  to-day,  and  brings 
advice  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  his  ma* 
jefty’s  armed  tranfports  the  San  Car^ 
los,  Reiblution,  and  Raikes,  with 
the  Porpoife  florefhip,  at  Madras,. 
On  their  pafiage  round  Ceylon,  they 
were  chafed  by  four  fliips  of  the 
enemy’s  fquadron.  Eighteen  of 
which  they  law  at  anchor  oft'  Bata- 
calo,  a  Dutch  port  on  this  iffand^ 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Trincamale,  but  loll  them 
in  the  night,  from  which  and  other 
intelligence  I  have  good  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  whole  of  the  French 
fquadron  under  monf.  Souffrein  is 
now  there. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  to  Mr,  Stephens ,  dated  on 
board  his  ?n  a jeftyf  s  Jhip  Superbe ,  in 
frincamale  Bay,  June  15,  1782. 

On  the  9th  of  this  month  I  receiv* 
ed  intelligence,  that  the  French 
fquadron  was  about  to  fail  from  Ba- 
ticalo  a  few  days  before,  and  on  the 
1  oth  I  fent  an  officer  in  an  armed  vef- 
fel,  with  orders  to  proceed  along  the 
coafl  to  the  fouthward  with  caution, 
and  to  reconnoitre  that  port,  which 
he  did  ;  and  returned  to  me  on  the 
1  ith,  with  certain  intelligence  that 
(F)  the 
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the  French  fquadron  had  failed 
thence. 

As  I  have  reafon  to  believe  the 
enemy's  fquadron  is  gone  to  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  whatfupplies  they  can  of  naval 
ftores  from  the  Danes  at  Tranque* 
bar  (whole  outward  fhips  generally 
arrive  about  this  time  with  large 
quantities  of  naval  ftores),  and  to 
co-operate  with  Hyde r Ally  and  their 
own  land  forces,  it  is  my  intention 
to  embark  in  a  day  or  two  all  luch 
men,  now  at  the  holpital  here,  as 
can  be  any  way  ferviceable  on 
board;  and  I  hope  to  be  in  condi¬ 
tion  to  fail  from  hence  by  the  20th, 
in  purfuit  of  them. 

DECEMBE  R. 

Utrecht ,  Dec .  2.  All  the  officers 
of  the  Scotch  brigade  are,  on  pain 
of  K  mg  broke,  not  only  to  take  the 
oath  of  the  council  of  ftate,  and  that 
to  the  province  and  city  to  which 
they  are  lent,  but  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  tenor,  viz. 

“  I  declare  and  fwear,  that  during 
all  the  time  of  that  fervice  which 
binds  me  to  the  united  provinces, 
and  fo  long  as  I  fhall  not  have  ob¬ 
tained  my  legal  di  [million,  that  I 
will  not  acknowlege  any  one  out  of 
thefe  provinces  as  my  fovereign,  and 
I  do  not  think  inyfelf  obliged  to  re- 
ipect  or  obferve,  nor  will  X  refpedf 
or  obferve,  any  order  or  command, 
but  thofc  of  their  high  mightineftes, 
as  is  more  amply  explained  in  the 
general  oath  I  have  taken,  promif- 
ing  and  {"wearing,  as  X  do  by  thefe 
presents,  to  be.  faithful  and  attached 
to  their  faid  high  mightineftes,  to 
the  lords  of  the  province  in  whofe 
employ  I  am,  and  to  the  magiftrates 
of  the  cities  or  towns  where  X  may 
be  garrifoned,  and  to  lerve  honeftiy 
and  truly  under  the  orders  ol  the 
captain-general  of  thel'e  provinces, 


and  their  faid  high  mightineftes 
the  ftates  general,  and  particularly 
to  refpedl  and  obey  his  highnefs,  and 
the  other  chiefs  or  commanders  which 
are  or  may  be  fet  over  me." 

The  above  three  regiments,  when 
they  are  new  clothed,  are  to  wear 
the  uniform  of  thefe  provinces;  in 
the  mean  time  they  are  not  to  carry 
the  arms  of  the  enemy  any  longer  in 
their  colours,  nor  to  beat  their 
march  ;  they  are  to  receive  the 
word  of  command  in  Dutch,  and 
their  officers  are  to  wear  orange- 
coloured  fafhes,  and  are  to  carry 
the  fame  fort  of  fpontoons  as  the 
officers  of  other  Dutch  regiments. 

Deter jburgh ,  Dec.  3.  Their  im¬ 
perial  highneftes  the  great  duke  and 
duchefs  arrived  at  the  palace  of  this 
capital  on  Sunday  evening,  at  fix 
o'clock,  in  perfect  health,  after  an 
abfence  of  upwards  of  a  twelve- 
month. 

7.  This  day  the  feffions  ended  at 
the  Old  Railey,  when  twenty  capi¬ 
tal  convidts-  received  fentence  of 
death. 

10.  This  being  the  anniverfary  of 
the  inftitution  of  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my,  a  general  aftembly  of  academi¬ 
cians  was  held  for  the  choice  of  of¬ 
ficers  ;  when  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  were  eledfed  : 


Sir  jofhua  Reynolds,  P refluent. 


Council. 
Edward  Burch 
Ch.  Catton 
P.  f .  Loutherbourg 
Jof.  Nollckens 
James  Barry 
George  Dance 
Jerem.  Meyer 
Ju.  Richards,  Efqrs. 


Visitors. 
James  Barry 

j.  B.  Cipriani 

k.  j.  Loutherburg 
Jerem.  Meyer 
Rev.  Mr.  Peters 
A.  Carlini 

Rich.  Cofway 
Jof.  Nollekens 
Jof.  Wilton,  Efqre. 


19.  At  a  general  meeting  of  the 
county  of  York,  held  this  day  in 
the  city  of  York,  the  following  pe¬ 
tition  was  agreed  to  by  the  free¬ 
holders,  and  diredled  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  parliament. 

r* 


iyti.]  O  C  C  U  R  H 

T o  the  Hon,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain ,  in  Parliament  ajjembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Free¬ 
holders  of  the  County  of  York, 
Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners*  feniible  or 
the  orioinal  excellency  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  country,  molt  ardent¬ 
ly  wifn  to  have  it  maintained  upon 
the  genuine  principles  on  which  it 
was  founded. 

Your  petitioners  farther  fhow, 
that  it  is  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  that  the  commons  houfe 
of  parliament  Ihouid  have  a  com¬ 
mon  interelt  with  the  nation  ;  and 
that  in  the  prel'ent  date  of  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  houfe  of  commons  do  not 
fufficientiy  lpeak  the  voice  of  the 
people. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  hum¬ 
bly  pray  this  honourable  houfe  to 
take  into  their  mod  ferious  con- 
fideration  the  prelent  inadequate 
hate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament,  and  to  apply 
fuch  remedy  to  this  great  and  alarm¬ 
ing  evil  as  to  this  honourable  houfe 
may  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhaii  ever 
pray,  Sec, 

The  following'  refolutions  were 
nlfo  agreed  to  at  this  meeting : 

Refolved  unanimouily,  that  this 
meeting  having  adopted  a  petition, 
requelting  a  reformation  ot  parlia¬ 
ment  in  general  terms,  and  being 
apprehenlive  that,  trom  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  petition,  the  intention 
of  this  meeting  maybe  mifeondrued, 
as  aiming  at  a  reformation  of  par¬ 
liament  on  principles,  and  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  which  they  do  not  mean  to  re¬ 
commend,  do  find  it  neceffary  to 
declare  that  if, 

I.  A  bill  (hall  be  pafled  in  par¬ 
liament  for  abolifliing  at  lealf  fifty 
of  the  mod  obnoxious  boroughs  ; 
providing  for  the  electors  in  the  fe~ 
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veral  boroughs  aboliffed  a  proper 
gratuitous  compenfation  for  their 
extinguifhed  franchifes  ;  and  en¬ 
abling  them  to  vote,  together  with 
other  freeholders*  in  elections  for 
knights  of  the  refpeffive  fhires  to 
which  they  belongs  and  alio  add¬ 
ing  an  adequate  number  of  mem¬ 
bers,  not  lefs  than  a  hundred,  in 
a  due  proportion  to  the  fe  veral  coun¬ 
ties  and  the  metropolis  : 

II.  And  if  the  feptennial  bill  (hall 
be  repealed  : 

III.  And  if  a  bill  lhall  be  paffed 
for  admitting  proprietors  of  copy- 
hold  lands  of  inheritance,  with  fine, 
certain, of  the  clear  yearly  valueof  40 
fhillings,  to  vote  at  county  elections 
of  members  of  parliament  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  : 

IV .  And  la  Illy,  if  a  bill  lhall  be 
palled  for  letting  alide  nominal  and 
fictitious  votes  in  Scotland,  and  foE 
regulating  elections  to  parliamdhHn. 
that  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 

The  correction  or  parliamentary 
abufes,  effected  by  thole  meafures* 
will  eltablilh  a  reformation  of  par¬ 
liament  which  this  county  would 
highly  approve. 

Refolved  unanimouily,  that  this 
meeting,  trading  in  the  experienced 
zeal  of  their  representatives,  Sir 
George  Savile  and  Henry  Dun- 
combe,  Efq.  as  far  as  circum dances 
will  allow,  to  promote  the  reafon- 
able  wilhes  of  their  condituents  to* 
accomplilh  a  fubdantial  reformation 
ol  parliament  as  aforefaid,  and  to 
fupport  farther  meafures  of  IfrwSt 
frugality,  fo  indifpenfabl'y  neceffary 
in  the  prelent  condition  pf  this 
country,  doth  pod  pone  offering  to 
their  worthy  reprefen tatives  any  in- 
Fractions  on  the  faid  matters. 

Refolved  unanimouily,  that  the 
chairman  be  directed  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  preceding  refolutions  to  Sir 
O'  2)  George 
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George  Savile  and  Mr,  Henry  Dun- 
combe,  and  at  the  fame  time,  in 
ftrong  terms,  to  exprefs  to  them 
this  meeting’s  grateful  fenfe  of  their 
faithful  and  difinterefted  fervices  in 
parliament  ;  and  alfo  to  acquaint 
Sir  George  Saviie  with  what  regret 
the  intimation  of  his  ablence  from 
this  meeting,  occalioned  by  fevere 
indifpofition,'  was  received  by  his 
conffituents ;  and  w7ith  what  fince- 
rity  they  willi  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  his  health. 

Refolved  unanimoufiy,  That  the 
committee  of  affociation  be  re-ap¬ 
pointed  with  its  former  powers, 
Refolved  unanimoufiy,  That  this 
meeting  is  fully  fenfible  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  will  accrue  to  the  na¬ 
tion  from  the  falutary  and  ©econo¬ 
mical  bills  of  reform,  w'hich  were 
palled  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  which  reform,  it  trulls,  will 
be  perfevered  in,  until  the  griev¬ 
ances  complained  of  in  the  former 
petition  of  this  county  are  com¬ 
pletely  redreffed. 

Admiralty-Office ,  Dec.  2 4,  1782. 
Extra  A  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Tho¬ 
mas  Pringle ,  Commander  of  his 
Majefiy’s  Ship  Daedalus,  to  Mr* 
Stephens ,  dated  at  Spithead ,  Dec. 

J-782* 

1  beg  you  will  inform  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  yeflerday  at  noon,  clofe 
in  with  fhore  of  Mount’s-Bay,  I 
took  the  French  cutter  privateer  La 
Legere  du  Dunkirque,  George  Fur- 
nauld,  commander,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  forty  men  ; 
which  privateer  had  been  three  days 
out  of  Breft. 

Admiralty -Office,  Dec.  24,  1782. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  James  Lut- 
trcll,  Ej'q.  Commander  of\  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  Ship  Mediator ,  to  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens ,  dated,  Plymouth  Sound ,  Dec. 
19,  1782. 

You  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  their 
lofdfliips  with  my  arrival  here  with 
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the  Menage  re,  one  of  my  prizes, 
having  left  the  Alexander  to  follow 
two  days  ago.  It  was  my  intention 
to  have  returned  to  England  as  foorx 
as  poflible,  for  the  reafons  given  in 
my  letter,  dated  off  Ferrol  the  6th 
current,  but  having  received  intel¬ 
ligence  from  a  neutral  veil'd,  that 
an  American  frigate  was  ready  to 
fail  from  Bourdeaux,  the  wind  be¬ 
ing  eaflerly,  I  returned  to  thefouth- 
ward,  to  be  able  to  fall  into  her 
track;  and  on  the  12th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  at  l'even  A.  M.  we  difeovered 
five  fail  on  our  iee-beam,  made  fail, 
and  gave  chace.  At  eight  their 
hulls  were  above  water;  they  were 
forming  in  a  clofe  line  of  battle,  and 
Shortened  fail  to  their  topfails  to  wait 
for  us  :  the  headmofl  was  I/Eugene, 
frigate  built,  of  36  guns,  and  1  zo 
men,  commanded  by  M.  le  Capi- 
taine  Baudin,  laden  for  the  French 
king,  and  bound  to  Port-au-Prince  ; 
flie  lay  with  a  French  pendant  and 
enlign  flying  ;  next  to  her  was  an 
American  brig,  of  14  guns  and  70 
men,  with  American  colours ;  next 
to  her  a  two-deck  (hip,  the  length 
of  a  fixty-four,  armed  en  flute,  call¬ 
ed  the  Menagere,  French  pendant 
and  enlign  flying,  commanded  by 
M.  de  Foligne,  capitaine  de  Brutor, 
of  the  department  of  Rochforr, 
mounting  on  her  main-deck  twenty- 
fix  long  twelve-pounders,  and  four 
fix-pounders  on  her  quarter-deck 
and  forecaftle,  with  a  complement  of 
212  men,  laden  with  gunpowder, 
naval  Acres,  and  bale  goods,  for  the 
French  king’s  fervice  at  Port-au- 
Prince  ;  next  to  her  lay  the  Alex¬ 
ander,  of  24  nine-pounders  and  102 
men,  with  a  French  pendant  and  an 
American  enlign,  commanded  by  a 
captain  Gregory,  who  appears  to 
have  been  an  Jrifhman,  but  has  a 
congrefs  comraiffion,  laden  with 
ftores,  provilions,  &c.  for  the  French 
king’s  ufe,  at  Port-au-Prince  ;  next 
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to  her  lay  the  Dauphin  Royal,  of  the  Eugene  hauled  her  wind  away 
2 8  guns  and  i  20  men,  bound  to  from  the  Menagere,  At  five  began 
the  Eaft  Indies,  having  a  French  firing  at  the  Menegere,  to  prevent 
pendant  and  enfign  flying  :  and  hav-  her  aiming  at  our  mads,  by  cover¬ 
ing  determined,  without  lofing  a  ing  ourfelves  with  fmoke.  At  half 
moment’s  time,  to  endeavour  to  pall  five  had  gained  very  confider- 
throw  their  fquadron  into  confufion,  ably  on  the  Menagere,  and  occa- 
and,  if  poffible,  to  take  advantage  lionally  fired  broadfides  at  each  other, 
of  fome  of  them  ;  and  relying  on  At  fix  a  fudden  fquall  caught  me, 
the  good  failing  of  the  Mediator,  with  three  of  my  lower  deckers  run 
to  bring  her  off,  if  1  could  not  fee  out,  and  obliged  me  to  put  before 
a  probability  of  fuccefs  after  a  few  the  wind,  the  water  rufhing  in  till 
broadfides,  I  continued  bearing  down,  knee-deep  on  the  deck ;  but  writh  the 
with  all  fail  let,  on  the  enemy,  ex-  chain  pumps  we  foon  cleared  our 
cept  fuch  fails  as  might  be  in  the  fhip,  and  as  foon  as  file  was  fafe  i 
way  of  quick  manoeuvres  :  at  ten.  hauled  towards  the  enemy,  crowd- 
received  a  few  {hot  from  the  Mena-  ing  fail  to  regain  her.  At  feven  be- 
gere’s  upper  deck,  which  convinced  gan  again  to  fire  at  each  other,  and 
me  file  had  no  lower  deck  guns,  our  maintop-gailant-maft  and  fore- 
though  {he  had  all  the  ports  com-  top-gallant-yard  were  fliot  away  : 
plete  to  the  eye  :  continued  to  ap-  continued  inceffantly  firing  at  each 
proach  the  enemy,  and  receive  fire  other  till  nine,  when  I  had  got  with- 
from  their  line,  and  employed  oc-  in  piftol-fhot  of  the  Menagere’s 
cafionally  in  tacking,  wearing,  bear-  quarter,  and  put  my  helm  a-weather 
ing  down,  &c.  At  half  pail  ten,  to  pour  in  a  broadfide  of  round  and 
having  very  much  approached  the  grape-fhot  from  all  my  guns,  which 
rear  of  their  line,  it  broke,  the  brig  file  bemg  aware  of  threw  up  in  the 
and  Dauphin  Royal  crowding  fail  wind,  hauled  down  her  colours,  and 
away  from  the  reff ;  upon  which  hailed  that  {lie  had  if  ruck.  I  in- 
the  Menagere,  Eugene,  and  Alex-  handy  ordered  my  people  to  delift 
under,  wore  under  an  eafy  fail.  At  firing,  fhortened  fail,  and  judging 
eleven  I  bore  down,  and  cut  off  the  myfelf  then  within  about  five  miles 
Alexander  from  her  conforts,  em-  of  the  entrance  of  Ferrol,  where 
ployed  fighting  both  fides  occafton-  they  muft  have  heard  our  guns,  I 
ally  ;  and  the  firft  broadfide,  when  haftened  to  get  both  fhips  from  off 
very  clofe  to  the  Alexander,  made  the  land.  At  eleven  P.  M.  my  prize 
her  ftrike  her  American  colours,  and  the  Alexander  joined  us.  The  fore- 
let  fly  her  fheets  ;  the  Menagere  and  fhrouds  and  a  great  deal  of  running 
Eugene,  after  firing  at  us  for  fome  rigging  being  ihot  away  detained  us, 
time,  crowded  all  fail,  and  went  but  in  two  hours  we  received  two 
away  before  the  wind  :  boarded  the  hundred  prifoners  more,  and  were 
prize,  and  laid  her  head  towards  the  able  to  make  a  little  fail  together  to 
enemy,  under  an  eafy  fail,  to  per-  weft  ward  off  fhore.  At  day-break 
mit  us  to  take  out  one  hundred  pri-  we  faw  tft£  ifland  Sifargo,  diftant 
loners,  meaning  to  chafe  the  Me-  about  five  or  fix  leagues,  and  in  the 
nagere.  At  half  paft  twelve  made  offing  the  Dauphin  Royal,  with  her 
all  fail  in  chafe,  leaving  the  prize  maintop-maft  gone,  and  other  ways 
to  follow  or  bear  away  for  England  difabled  ;  and  the  brig  with  all  her 
jf  we  run  her  hull  down*  At  three  mafts  gone,  except  part  of  her  lower 
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mails;  I  thought  it,  however  im¬ 
proper  to  rifque  the  king’s  ini p ,  by 
leaving  ourfelves  with  fewer  men  ; 
for  having  fent  fifty  on  board  the 
large  fhip,  and  twenty  on  board  the 
Alexander,  befides  manning  the 
Spanilh  prize,  I  had  remaining  only 
one  hundred  and  ninety  ;v  half  of 
whom  mud  deep  at  nights,  and  the 
jell  were  few  to  work  the  fhip,  and 
guard  three  hundred  and  forty  pri¬ 
soners  ;  for  this  reafon  I  hope  their 
lordfnips  will  approve  of  my  not 
chafing  the  Dauphin  Royal  ana  brig ; 
the  former  flood  in  towards  the  land, 
the  brig  feemed  returning  to  Bour- 
deaux,  from  whence  this  armed  con¬ 
voy  failed  on  the  9th  current. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  at  ten 
P,  M.  captain  Stephen  Gregory,  of 
the  Alexander,  laid  a  plot  to  occa¬ 
sion  the  priioners  to  rife,  and  hoped 
to  have  taken  the  Mediator  from 
me  ;  but  through  the  indefatigable 
attention  of  lieutenant  Rankin,  of 
the  Marines,  in  the  difpofal  and  re¬ 
gulation  of  centries,  &c.  as  a  guard, 
and  the  lucky  precaution  we  had 
taken  ot  ordering  the  gratings  of  all 
the  hatches  in  the  lower  gun  deck 
to  be  battoned  down  with  capftan 
bars,  leaving  room  for  only  one 
man  at  a  time  to  come  up  abaft, 
where,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  we  had 
fixed  our  rendezvous,  the  defperate 
Scheme  of  Gregory  was  prevented 
Without  bloodlhed,  the  priioners 
finding  no  pafiage  where  they  could 
get  up.  The  alarm  he  fixed  on 
was,  to  fire  an  eighteen-pounder 
gun  in  the  gun-room  where  he  lay  ; 
for  he  me  (led  with  my  lieutenants, 
nnd  had  received  every  friendly  at¬ 
tention.  At  ten  at  night  I  felt  a 
terrible  fhock  from  fome  explofion, 
and  heard  a  cry  of  fire :  I  was  loon 
alter  informed,  that  the  lee  port  was 
blown  away  by  the  gun  into  the  fea, 
and  the  water  making  in.  As  foon 
as  I  had  wore  fhip  on  the  other  tack, 


to  get  the  port-hole  covered  with 
tarpaulins  and  fecured,  I  went  down, 
found  the  gun-room  on  fire,  and 
every  thing  fhattered  that  was  near 
the  explofion  ;  Gregory,  with  his 
accomplices,  drefled,  though  they 
had  pretended  to  go  to  bed  :  and,  in 
their  cot  was  found  gunpowder, 
which  they  had  provided  to  prime 
the  gun  with  ;  and,  in  fhort,  every 
proof  necefiary  for  a  ccnvidlion  of 
Gregory’s  having  fired  it  for  an 
alarm  to  make  the  prifoner’s  rife : 
he  had  alfo  endeavoured  to  provide 
himfelf  with  a  fword,  but  being  dis¬ 
appointed  in  his  projedf,  he  begged 
his  life.  A  cry  of  fire  forwards 
was  heard  among  the  prifoners  when 
the  fignal  gun  was  fired  ;  but  all 
being  difcovered  and  fettled,  I  or¬ 
dered  Gregory,  together  with  thofe 
of  his  officers  and  men,  whom  I  fuf- 
ped'ted  concerned  in  the  plot,  to  be 
put  in  irons,  and  kept  on  bread  and 
water,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  trou¬ 
ble  their  lordfhips  with  this  narra- 
tive,  in  juilice  to  his  majefiy’s  co¬ 
lours,  under  which  no  prifoners  are 
undelervedly  treated  with  rigour. 
The  officers  of  the  Menagere  having 
always  conducted  themfelves  like 
men  of  honour,  I  was  happy  to  have 
the  pleafure  of  continuing  them  at 
my  table,  with  the  ufual  confidence 
in  their  parole  ;  and  the  prifoners  in 
general  have  had  every  mark  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  attention  fhewn  to  them 
that  our  own  fafety  would  admit  ot. 
When  their  lordffiips  confider  the 
force  offering  us  battle,  and  at  firft 
united  to  oppofe  us,  they  will,  I 
trull,  be  convinced,  that  our  fuccefs 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  exertions 
and  activity  of  the  officers  and  men 
in  working  the  fhip,  as  well  as  in 
fighting  her. 

The  enemy’s  {hot  having  been 
entirely  aimed  with  a  view  to  difmafl 
ms,  fortunately  prevented  my  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  from  receiving  any 
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hurt :  my  lower  rigging  forward, 
and  fome  abaft,  was  idiot  away  :  alio 
the  maintop-gallant-maft,  {kidding- 
fail  and  yard,  and  foretop-gallant- 
yard,  top- mall:,  rigging,  fails,  and 
running  rigging  in  general  much  cut, 
which,  with  a  few  (hot  in  the  bows, 
is  all  the  damage  we  have  as  yet 
difcovered  to  have  happened  to  his 
majefty’s  iliip  Mediator  in  the  ac¬ 
tion. 

Killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  Me- 
nagere . 

M.  Daimaignac,  a  gentleman  of 
property  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  killed. 

Three  fe  a  men  killed. 

Seven  or  eight  ditto  wounded. 

Killed  arid  wounded  on  hoard  the 
Alexander , 

Six  Teamen  killed. 

Eight  or  nine  ditto  wounded. 

27.  Y efterday  afternoon  a  pacquet 
was  received  at  the  Admiralty-Office 
from  capt.  Inglefield,  commander  of 
his  majefty’s  {hip  Centaur,  of  fe- 
venty-four  guns,  containing  the 
melancholy  advice  of  that  ffiip  hav¬ 
ing  foundered  in  the  Atlantic,  near 
the  Azores.  At  the  time  of  her 
jinking  moil  of  her  crew  were  on 
board,  there  not  being  a  {ingle  lail 
in  light  to  give  them  any  affiftance. 
A  ffiort  time  previous  to  her  going 
down,  part  of  the  crew  took  to  her 
remaining  boats,  which  were  three 
in  number,  her  other  boats  being 
hove  in  the  hurricane  :  but  of  tbeie, 
two,  it  is  faid,  funk  from  being  too 
much  laden,  and  all  on  board  them 
perifhed.  The  other,  which  was  a 
frnall  launch,  containing  only  twelve 
men,  befides  the  captain  and  a  boy, 
fortunately  efcaped  to  Fyal,  one  ot 
the  Azores,  at  which  place  the  above 
unhappy  few,  faveone,  arrived,  after 
an  elapjfe  of  fixteen  days  from  the 
time  they  fir  ft  took  to  the  boat. 

When  the  wretched  furvivors 


above  mentioned  quitted  the  ffiip,  they 
could  take  with  them  only  water 
fufficient  for  three  days,  but  which 
was  fo  managed  as  to  ferve  them 
nine  days  ;  after  which  time,  they 
were  reduced  to  the  wretched  extre¬ 
mity  ot  drinking  their  own  urine  ; 
thofe  who  attempted  to  drink  fea- 
water  being  inftantly  in  great  ago¬ 
nies. 

It  farther  appears,  that  fhortly 
after, the  Centaur  was  in  fight  of  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  but  in  confequence 
of  her  being  dilmafted,  (he  Was  fe- 
parated  from  that  fliip  by  a  violent 
fwell,  and  loft:  fipffit  of  her  in  the 
night.  After  which  feparation,  {lie 
continued  for  upwards  of  three 
weeks  driving  at  random,  not  being 
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able  to  hoiff  the  leaf!  canvas.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period,  they  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  any  fail 
whatever;  and  the  fhip’s  guns  being 
thrown  overboard,  and  all  her  pow¬ 
der  fpoiled,  they  had  it  not  in  their 
power  to  make  fignals  of  diftrefs, 
had  a  velfel  been  dilcovered.  The 
fnip  being  very  leaky,  her  hands 
were  employed  night  and  day  baling 
at  all  the  hatchways.  In  this  heavy 
duty  many  of  them  died  from  fa¬ 
tigue. 

The  Centaur’s  complement  was 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  men,  which  is 
fifty  more  than  the  eftablifhed  num¬ 
ber  of  hands  allowed  to  feventv-four 
gun  {hips.  Her  gun-deck  was  the 
mod  capacious  and  firm  of  any  ffiip 
in  the  royal  navy.  She  carried  guns 
of  thirty-two  pounders  on  her  gun- 
deck. 

The  above  unfortunate  fhip  failed 
from  England  with  commodore  Wal- 
fingham,  when  he  went  out  to  the 
Weft-Indies  in  the  Thunderer.  The 
fimilarity  of  the  fate  of  thofe  two 
iliips  is  rather  a  remarkable  circum- 
ffiance. 

The  Centaur  was  taken  from  the 
French  in  the  year  1759,  by  the 
(F  4)  fleet 
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fleet  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Bofcawen.  She  was  then  almoft 
new,  and  was  confide  red,  at  the  time 
fhe  was  captured,  as  the  firft  fhip, 
in  point  of  equipment,  that  ever 
failed  from  Bred. 

30.  On  Saturday  morning  cap¬ 
tain  Ingiefield,  late  of  the  Centaur, 
waited  upon  the  board  of  admiralty 
with  farther  particulars  refpedfing 
the  lofs  of  that  fhip,  and  the  diftrefles 
they  underwent  before  the)*  arrived 
at  Fyal.  It  appears,  that  a  toler¬ 
able  lupply  of  provifions  and  water 
was  put  into  the  long-boat  with  the 
part  of  the  crew  which  took  to  her  ; 
but  on  her  fuddenly  going  down,  the 
launch  into  which  captain  Ingfe- 
field,  with  ten  of  the  men,  and  a 
boy,  had  embarked,  was  left  with 
no  other  fubfifience  than  a  few  bif- 
cuits,  a  fmall  piece  of  pork,  and 
part  of  a  hock  of  bacon,  with  two 
quart  bottles  of  water ;  and  on  this 
little  ftore  of  food  they  exified  for 
Bxteen  days.  They  alternately  re¬ 
lieved  each  other  at  rowing  till  their 
ftrength,  for  want  of  nourifhment, 
was  fo  exhaufted  that  they  were  re¬ 
duced  to  depend  folely  on  the 
blanket  fail  which  they  had  hoifted. 
When  captain  Ingiefield  firft  took 
to  the  boat  he  was  uncertain  which 
way  any  lapd  lay,  but  determined 
providentially  on  the  right  courfe. 
On  their  approach  within  a  few 
leagues  of  Fyal,  they  fell  in  with  a 
Billing- wherry,  which  took  them  in 
tow,  and  carried  them  into  port  : 
on  their  arrival  at  Fyal  they  were 
not  able  to  ftand,  and  were  carried 
on  fhore  on  the  fhoulders  of  lome  of 
the  hofpitable  inhabitants,,  whole 
treatment  of  thjbm  was  friendly  and 
humane  in  the  higheft  degree. 

Among  other  officers  who  perifhed 
when  the  Centaur  went  down,  was 
captain  George  Auguftus  Keppel, 
nephew  to  lord  Keppel.  FJe  was 


made  poft  by  lord  Rodney  during 
liis  command  on  that  ftation,  was  a 
very  promiftng  officer,  and  was  com- 
inp-  to  England  for  the  benefit  of  his 

o  o 

health. 


BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1782. 

Jan*  11.  The  countefs  of  Win- 
terton  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
daughter. 

28.  The  lady  of  fir  John  Hen- 
derfon,  hart,  of  a  daughter. 

Feb .  iq.  The  lady  of  Charles  Lo¬ 
rain  e  Smith,  efq.  of  a  fon  and  heir 
at  his  houfe  in  Bury-ftreet. 

March  7.  The  lady  of  lord  Stour- 
ton,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  Carysfort,  of  a  daughter. 

8.  The  countefs  of  Strathmore,  of 
a  fon. 

19.  Lady  Willoughby  of  Erefby, 
lady  of  fir  Peter  Burrel,  of  a  fon  and 
heir  to  that  ancient  title. 

/Jpril  8.  Lady  Frankland,  lady 
of  fir  Thomas  Frankland,  bart.  a 
nineteenth  child.  Same  day  Mrs, 
Nicholas,  their  daughter,  a  thir¬ 
teenth  grandchild. 

13.  Countefs  of  Tyrconnel,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

May  30.  Lady  Althorpe  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  his  lordfhip’s  houfe  in 
St,  James’s  Place. 

June  11.  The  lady  of  W.  Tierce 
A’Court  Afhe,  efq.  member  for 
lieytefbury,  of  two  daughters,  in 
Hill  ftreet,  Berkley-fquare. 

1  cj.  The  countefs  dowager  of 
Weftmoreland,  of  a  fon,  in  Wel- 
beck- ftreet, 

17.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  cap¬ 
tain  Rodney,  fon  of  admiral  lord 
Rodney,  of  a  fon. 

2i.  The  lady  of  fir  Francis  Blake, 
bart.  of  a  daughter,  at  their  houfe 
in  Lincoln’s-Inn- Fields. 

June  23.  Plerferene  highnefs  the 

eledtrefs, 
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eledrefs  of  Saxony,  of  a  princefs, 
at  Drefden ;  who  was  baptized  the 
fame  day  by  the  name  of  Maria  Au- 
gufta  Nepomucina  Antonica  Fran- 
cifca  Xaveria  Alouylia. 

29.  Lady  Brownlow  of  a  daughter. 

30..  Lady  Cathcart  of  a  fon  and 
heir. 

July  10.  Lady  of  Philip  Egerton, 
efq,  of  Oulton  Park,  Chefhire,  of 
her  eighth  fon  and  thirteenth  child. 

16,  Lady  Charles  Townlhend  of 
a  daughter. 

18.  Lady  of  col.  Blount  of  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  of  hr  Thomas  Clarges 
of  two  ions. 

Auguft  2.  Lady  Pole,  wife  of  fir 
John  William  Pole,  hart,  of  Shute, 
Devon,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

5.  Lady  of  hr  William  Alhhurft, 
of  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  hr  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  bart,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

24.  Queen  of  Sweden,  of  a  prince. 

Lady  Cunliffe,  of  a  ion  and  heir 
at  Chefter. 

Sept*  2.  The  countefs  of  Radnor, 
of  a  daughter. 

4.  The  lady  of  hr  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  hart,  of  Blagden,  Northum¬ 
berland,  of  a  ion. 

5,  Lady  Kin naird,  of  a  fon. 

7.  The  lady  of  hr  John  Taylor, 
bart.  of  a  daughter,  at  his  houfe  in 
HilLftreet. 

The-  hereditary  princefs  of  Ba¬ 
den  Dourlach,  of  a  princefs,  named 
Maria  Elizabeth  Wilhelmina. 

12.  The  lady  of  hr  Hugh  Owen, 
bart.  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

16.  Lady  Aihburton,  of  a  fon. 

22.  The  lady  of  John  Sinclair, 
efq.  of  a  fon. 

24.  The  lady  of  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well,  efq.  of  a  fon  and  heir,  at  his 
houfe  in  Nicholas-lane.  This  child 
is  the  only  male  heir  of  the  Crom¬ 
well  family  in  a  lineal  defeent  from 

men^rable  protestor  of  that  name. 


Ofl.  23.  The  lady  of  hr  Robert 
Smith,  bart.  of  a  daughter. 

N  <v.  1.  Lady  Grantham,  of  a  fon. 

18.  Her  excellency  baronnefs 
Kmzleben,  of  a  daughter. 

^22.  Lady  of  lord  vife.  Tumour,, 
of  a  daughter, 

24.  Lady  of  hon.  Francis  Talbot, 
of  a  fon. 

Dec.  3.  Lady  St.  John,  of  a 
daughter. 

'  .  '  r 


MARRIAGES  in  t  e  Dear  1782. 

Jan.  17.  Rev.  Mr.  Archdeacon 
Law,  to  Mrs.  Tomiinfon,  of  Car- 
lifle,  Cumberland. 

31.  AtLifbom,  commodore  fohn- 
ftone,  to  mifs  Charlotte  Dee. 

Feb.  7.  Captain  Foxlow,  fon  of 
Samuel  Foxlow,  eiq.  of  Stavely- 
hall,  in  Derbyfhire,  to  the  hon. 
mifs  Murray,  only  daughter  of  lord 
John  Murray. 

9.  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  captain  of 
the  Goliah  man  of  war,  of  74  guns, 
to  mifs  Boutilier,  daughter  of  J.  P0 
Boutilier,  efq.  of  Henley. 

Feb.  26.  Lord  George  Henry  Ca- 
vendifh,  brother  to  the  duke  of  De¬ 
vonshire,  to  lady  Elizabeth  Comp¬ 
ton,  foie  heirefs  to  the  late  earl  of 
Northampton. 

March  9.  Sir  John  Shaw,  of  El- 
tham,  in  Kent,  to  mifs  Monfon, 
lifter  to  lord  Monfon. 

10.  John  Robinfon,  efq.  of  Den- 
fton-hall,  in  Suffolk,  to  the  hon. 
mifs  Clive,  eldeft  lifter  of  lord  Clive. 

3!.  Dr.  Egerton,  bi (hop  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  to  Mifs  Boughton,  lifter  to  lir 
Edward  Boughton,  bart. 

April  8.  Sir  John  Papillon  Twif- 
don,  bart.  to  mifs  Geary,  daughter 
of  admiral  Geary. 

9.  S.  Courtenay,  efq.  to  mifs 
Cunliffe,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late 
lir  , Robert  Cunliffe,  bart.  of  Chefter. 

Mi  The 
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xi.  The  rev.  Thomas  Black  - 
burne,  of  Hale,  to  mifs  Brooke,  el- 
deft  filler  of  fir  Ric.  Brooke,  bart. 

i£.  Edward  Dering,  efq.  eldeft 
fon  of  fir  Edward  Dering,  bart.  to 
mifs  Anne  Hale,  fourth  daughter 
of  William  Hale,  efq.  of  Kingfwald, 
in  Hertfordfhire. 

24.  Alexander  Hume,  efq.  bro¬ 
ther  to  fir  Abraham  Hume,  bart.  to 
mifs  Evelyn,  daughter  of  William 
Evelyn,  efq.  of  St.  Clare,  in  Kent, 

26.  John  Larpent,  jun.  efq,  to 
mifs  Anna  Margaretta  Porter,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late  fir  James  Por¬ 
ter. 

27.  Edward  Hartopp  Wigley,  efq. 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Evans,  daughter  of 
lord  Carbery. 

May  2.  The  right,  hon.  the  earl 
of  Lincoln,  to  lady  Anna  Maria 
Stanhope,  daughter  of  the  late  earl 
of  Harrington. 

5.  Lord  vifc.  Chewton,  eldeft  fon 
of  earl  Waldegrave,  to  his  firft  coufin 
lady  Laura  Waldegrave,  daughter  of 
the  duchefs  of  Gloucefter,  by  the 
late  earl  Waldegrave. 

7.  The  hon  Mr.  Fortefcue,  fon 
of  lord  Fortefcue,  to  the  hon.  mifs 
Grenville,  lifter  to  earl  Temple. 

12.  The  hon.  Booth  Grey,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Stamford,  and 
member  of  parliament  for  Leicefter, 
to  mifs  Malnwaring,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  late  Charles  Mainwaring,  efq. 
of  Brombrow. 

18.  Sir  Henry  Play  Macdougall, 
®f  Makerfton,  bart.  to  Mifs  Ifabella 
Douglas,  fecond  daughter  of  fir 
James  Douglas,  knight,  admiral  of 
the  White. 

21.  The  hon.  lieutenant-general 
Parker,  to  lady  Cottrell  Dormer. 

23.  The  hon.  Mr.  Bouverie,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Radnor,  to  lady 
Catharine  Murray,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  earl  ot  Dunmore. 

June  3.  C.  W.  Boughton  Roufe, 
efq.  of  Roufe-Lench,  in  Worcefter- 
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Ihire,  and  member  of  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Evelham,  to  mifs 
Hall,  only  daughter  of  Wm.  Pearce 
Hall,  efq.  of  Downton,  near  Lud¬ 
low  in  Shroplhire. 

6.  Munbee  Gelburn,  efq.  of 
Portland-place,  to  the  hon.  mifs 
Chetwynd,  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  Lord  Chetwynd, 

9.  SirT.  Featherftonhaugh,  bart. 
to  mifs  Catharine  Witney,  daughter 
of  George  Boleyn  Witney,  efq. 

The  right  hon.  lord  vifcount  Hin¬ 
ton,  fon  of  earl  Paulett,  to  mifs  Po- 
cocke,  daughter  of  fir  George  Po- 
cocke,  K.  B. 

18.  George  Sykes,  efq.  to  Mrs. 
Anne  Caldwell,  filler  of  fir  James 
Caldwell,  bart. 

21.  The  right  hon.  Charles  Jen- 
kinfon,  late  fecretary  at  war,  to  lady 
Cope,  widow  of  fir  Charles  Cope, 
and  daughter  of  fir  Cecil  Bifiiop. 

22.  Sir  John  Legard,  bart.  of 
Ganton,  in  Yorklhire,  to  mifs  Afton. 

Anthony  Pledges,  efq.  of  Balney, 
in  Oxfordftiire,  to  mifs  Anna  Afton, 
lifter  of  the  above  lady. 

July  3.  Sir  George  Shuckburgh, 
bart.  of  Shuckburgh,  in  Warwick- 
fhire,  to  mifs  Darker,  daughter  of 
John  Darker,  efq.  of  Gay  ton,  in 
Northamptonlhire,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Leicefter. 

8.  Albemarle  Bertie,  efq.  captain 
of  his  majefly  V  fhip  Crocodile,  to 
mifs  Heywood,  daughter  of  James 
Modiford  Heywood,  efq.  of  Matif- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Devon. 

The  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Cavan, 
to  mifs  Gould,  youngeft  daughter  of, 
fir  Henry  Gould,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 

23.  Henry  Rufiel,  efq.  of  Ltn- 
coln’s-inn,  to  mifs  Anne  Whitworth, 
youngeft  daughter  of  the  late  iir 
Charles  Whitworth. 

The  right  hon.  William  Fitzwil- 
william,  to  mifs  Fames,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Eames,  efq.  mafter  in 

Chan- 
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Chancery,  and  one  of  the  comrcnf- 
fioners  ol  the  tax-office. 

24.  Bon.  Philip  Yorke,  nephew 
to  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  to  mifs 
Lind  fey,  daughter  of  lady  Balcarras. 

27.  Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  hart.  M.  P. 
for  Shoreham,  to  mifs  Southwell. 

31,  The  right  hon.  lord  Cafile- 
flewart,  to  mifs  Sarah  Lill,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  hon.  Godfrey  Lill, 
fecond  juftice  of  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  in  Ireland. 

Jug.  2.  Hugo  Meynell,  efq.  to 
the  hon.  mifs  Ingrain,  daughter  of 
lady  Irwin. 

James  Jenkinfon,  efq.  to  mifs  Bet- 
fey  Dairy,  only  daughter  of  fir  Ch. 
Dairy. 

3.  John  Fownes  Luttrel,  efq.  of 
Duncalfer-callle,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
member  of  parliament  for  Mine- 
head,  to  mifs  Drewe,  of  Grange,  in 
Devonfliire. 

15.  Lord  vifeount  Maitland,  foil 
of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  to  mifs 
Todd,  daughter  of  Anthony  Todd, 
■efq, 

S'pt.  1 3.  John  Baker,  efq.  of 
Blake-hall,  in  the  county  of  Eifex, 
to  lady  St.  Aubin,  widow  of  the  late 
fir  John  St.  Aubin,  of  Clowance,  in 
Cornwall,  barr, 

17.  The  right  hon.  Alexander 
lord  Loughborough,  lord  chief  juf- 
tice  of  the  Common-Pleas,  to  mifs 
Courtenay,  one  of  the  fillers  of  lord 
vifeount  Courtenay. 

24.  Lord  vifeount  Lewifham,  fon 
to  lord  Dartmouth,  to  lady  Sarah 
Finch,  filler  to  lord  Aylesford. 

30.  The  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Mexborough,  to  mifs  Stephenfon, 
of  Harley-fireet,  Cavendifh-fquare. 

OH.  8.  John  Hamilton,  efq.  of 
Pencaidland,  Scotland,  to  mifs  Dun- 
das,  daughter  of  the  lord  prefident 
of  the  Court  of  Seffion. 

26.  At  Glukfburgh  in  Germany, 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick  Luneburg  Se¬ 
vern,  governor  of  that  capital,  to 
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the  duchefs  dowager  of  Slenvig  Hol- 
flein  Glukfburgh. 

Nov.  21.  Abraham  Hawkins,  efq, 
captain  in  the  North  Devon  militia, 
to  mifs  Petre,  a  near  relation  of  the 
earl  of  Abercorn,  and  niece  to  the 
late  alderman  Beckford. 

23.  Edward  Perry  Buckley,  efq. 
of  Woolcombe,  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  to  the  right  hon.  lady  Geor- 
giana  \V  ell. 

Sir  Michael  le  Fleming,  barf,  of 
Rydal,  member  for  the  county  of 
Wellmoreland,  to  the  right  hon. 
lady  Diana  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berkfhire. 

Dec .  4.  The  hon.  and  rev.  Mr. 
Cadogan,  fecond  fon  of  lord  Ca- 
dogan,  to  Mrs.  Bradfhaw,  a  widow 
lady. 

23.  The  right  hon.  lord  Edward 
Bentinck,  brother  to  the  duke  of 
Portland,  to  mifs  Cumberland,  eldell 
daughter  of  Richard  Cumberland, 
efq.  of  Portland-place. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1782. 

Jan .  5 .  Lord  vife.  Dalrymple  ap¬ 
pointed  his  majefty’s  minifler  pleni¬ 
potentiary  to  the  king  and  republic 
of  Poland. 

Earl  of  Cheflerficld,  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  county  of  Buckingham. 

Lord  vife.  Bulkeley,  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  county  of  Carnarvon. 

Dr.  John  Tu-rton,  appointed  phy- 
fician  in  ordinary  to  the  queen,  and 
alfo  phyfician  to  the  houlhold,  and 
knighted. 

C.  Town  ley,  efq.  Lancaller  he¬ 
rald  at  arms. 

The  hon.  Stephen  Digby,  efq.  to 
be  vice-chamberlain  of  her  majeffy’s 
houfliold. 

The  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Shan¬ 
non,  Jo  be  one  of  his  ma jelly’s  moil 
hon.  privy  council. 

The  right  hon.  lord  vife.  Barring¬ 
ton,  and  the  right  hon,  Henrv  Fre¬ 
derick 
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derick  Carteret,  to  the  office  of  poft- 
jnafter- general.  / 

Feb.  9.  Right,  hon.  lord  Geo. 
Germain  a  baron  and  vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of  baron 
Bolebrooke  in  the  county  of  Suficx, 
•and  vifcount  Sackvilie,  of  Drayton, 
311  the  county  of  Northampton. 

11,  John  duke  of  Dor-fist  fwom  of 
Lis  majefly’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council. 

Rt.  hon.  Wellbore  Ellis  appointed 
fcne  of  his  majefly’s  principal  fccre- 
taries  of  date. 

23.  A  conge  d’elire  paffed  the 
■great  feal,  empowering  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Briflol  to  elect  a  bifliop  of 
that  fee,  with  a  letter  recommend¬ 
ing  the  rev.  Lewis  Begot,  LL.D. 
dean  ofChrid  Church,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Thurlow,  lord  bifliop  of 
Lincoln,  recommended  to  be  chofen 
dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  St. 
Paul,  London. 

Lieut,  gen.  dr  Guy  Carleton,K.B. 
to  be  general  and  commander  in 
chief  in  America,  in  the  room  of  fir 
Henry  Clinton, 

The  rev.  Richard  Farmer,  D.  D. 
and  the  rev.  Thomas  Vyner,  M.  A, 
to  be  prebendaries  of  Canterbury, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  William  Tat- 
ton  and  Dr.  Lyndford  Caryl,  both 
Seceafed. 

March  26.  His  royal  highnefs 
prince  Frederick,  bifliop  of  Ofna- 
brug,  captain  and  colonel  of  the  fe- 
cond  troop  of  horfe  grenadier  guards, 
vice  lord  Ainherfl. 

March  2 7.  The  right  hon.  Charles 
lord  Camden,  to  be  lord  prefidentof 
his  majeily’s  moil  hen.  privy  coun¬ 
cil. 

The  right  hon.  lord  John  Caven- 
diflr,  chancellor  and  under  treafurer 
of  his  majeily’s  exchequer. 

The  right  hon.  Charles  James 
Fox,  the  right  horn  Augullus  Kep- 
pel,  the  right  hon.  John  Dunning, 
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^and  the  right  hon.  Edmund  Burk**, 
fwom  of  his  maje fly’s  moil  hon. 
privy  council. 

Auguflus  Henry  duke  of  Grafton 
to  be  lord  privy  feal. 

The  right  hon.  William  earl  of 
Shelburne,  and  the  right  hon.  Ch. 
James  Fox,  to  be  his  majeily’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

30.  The  moil  noble  Charles  mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  knight  of  the 
m oft  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  the 
right  hon.  lord  John  Cavendifh,  lord 
yilbount  Althorpe,  James  Grenville, 
and  Frederick  Montagu,  efqrs.  to  be 
commiffioners  for  executing  the  of¬ 
fice  of  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s  ex¬ 
chequer. 

The  right  hoti.  admiral  Auguflus 
Keppel,  fir  Robert  Harland,  bart. 
vice-admiral  Hugh  Pigpt,  lord  viic. 
Duncannon,  the  bon,  John  Town- 
fliend,  Charles  Brett,  and  Richard 
Hopkins,  efqrs.  to  be  his  majefly’s 
commiffioners  for  executing  the  of¬ 
fice  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  Ifaac  Barre,  to  the 
office  of  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s  navy. 

The  right  hon.  general  Henry 
Seymour  Conway  to  he  commander 
in  chief  of  all  his  majefly’s  fend  forces 
in  Great  Britain. 

His  grace  lieut.  gen.  Charles  duke 
of  Richmond,  Lenox,  and  Aubigny, 
to  the  office  of  mailer-general  of  the 
ordnance. 

The  right  hon.  Thomas  Town- 
fbend,  to  be  his  majefly’s  fecretary 
at  war. 

The  right  hon.  Edmund  Burke, 
to  the  office  of  receiver  and  p ay m af¬ 
ter-general  of  his  majefly’s  guards, 
garrifons,  and  land-forces. 

f  he  earl  of  Jerfey  to  be  mafler 
Of  his  maje fly’s  buck  hounds. 

The  right  hon.  the  marquis  0 
Caermatthcn  to  be  his  majefly’s  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  cuflos  rdtulorum  of  the 

Eaffi 
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Hail  Riding  of  the  county  of  York  ; 
alfo  the  eari  of  Pembroke  to  be  his 
majefty’s  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotu- 
lorum  of  the  county  of  Wilts :  and 
earl  Temple  to  be  his  majefty’s  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

The  right  hon.  John  Dunning, 
promoted  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ttyle, 
and  title  of  baron  Afliburton,  of 
Afhburton,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
The  right  hon.  fir  Fletcher  Norton, 
knight,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ttyle, 
and  title  of  lord  Grantley,  baron 
of  Markenfield  in  the  county  of 
York, 

Earl  of  Effinyham  treafurer,  and 
earl  of  Ludlow  comptroller,  ot  the 
houfliold. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dampier,  D.  D. 
promoted  to  the  deanery  of  Ro- 
ehefter, 

April  6.  Flarry  duke  of  Bolton, 
governor  and  captain  of  the  life  of 
'Wight,  governor  and  con  liable  of 
Carilbrook  Cattle,  and  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

Right  hon.  lord  de  Ferrars,  cap¬ 
tain  of  his  maj city’s  band  of  gentle¬ 
men  penttoners. 

Lord  Rivers,  a  lord  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  bed  chamber. 

Right  rev.  Dr.  John  Hotham, 
bifhop  of  Oflory,  to  the  bittioprick 
cf  Clogher,  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  John  Garnet,  deceafed. 

Right  rev.  Dr.  William  Beresford, 
bifnop  of  Dromoie,  to  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Qffbry,  in  Ireland,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  J.  Hotham,  translated. 

23.  Sir  William  Flowe,  K.  B, 
lieut.  general  of  the  ordnance. 

Hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  mafter- 
furveyor  of  the  ordnance. 

24.  Lord  vifcount  Howe,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  a  vifcount 
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of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
vifcount  Howe  of  Langar,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham.  'The  rt. 
hon.  admiral  Auguttus  Keppel,  vil- 
eount  Keppel  oi  Elveden,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk. 

Vice  admiral  John  Campbell,  go¬ 
vernor  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland,  and  of 
the  Iflands  of  Madelaine  in  the  gulf 
ot  St.  Lawrence. 

May  4.  George  lord  vifc.  Chew- 
ton,  vice-chamberlain  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  houlhold,  fworn  of  the  privy 
council. 

Thomas  lord  vifcount  Weymouth, 
groom  of  his  majefty’s  ftole,  and 
firtt  gentleman  of  his  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber. 

Lieut,  general  John  Burgoyne, 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  Ireland,  and  the  hon.  lieut, 
col.  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  to  be  of 
the  privy  council  in  the  kingdom  c£ 
Ireland. 

7.  Lieut,  col.  Thomas  Pigot,  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  city  of  Cork. 

11.  Frederick  earl  of  Carlitte,  lord 
fteward  of  his  majefty’s  houlhold. 

George  earl  of  Dalhoulie,  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  high  commiftioner  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  aftembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 

Rev.  Jeffery  Ekins,  D.  D.  dearx 
of  Carlifle,  in  the  room  of  bifhop 
Percy. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Jowett,  LL.D.  read¬ 
er  of  the  civil  law  in  the  Univerlity 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  room  of  bi- 
tticp  Hallifax. 

Lieut,  gen.  Archibald  earl  of  Eg- 
lintoun,  governor  of  Edinburgh 
Cattle,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of 
Loudon. 

Hugh  Pigot,  efq.  vice-admiral  of 
the  Red,  to  be  admiral  of  the  Blue, 

25.  Earl  of  Effex,  a  lord  of  bis 
majefty’s  bed-chamber. 

28.  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 

created 
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created  baron  Rodney,  of  Rodney- 
Sroke,  in  Somerfct. 

Rearadm.  Francis  Samuel  Drake, 
and  capt.  Edmund  Affleck,  baronets 
of  Great  Britain. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood,  created  baron 
Hood  of  Catherington,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland. 

June  5.  Lord  Robert  Spenfer, 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. 

11.  Douglas,  duke  of  Hamilton 
and  Brandon,  fumfnoned  to  parlia¬ 
ment  by  writ,  as  a  peer  of  England, 
by  the  dyl-e  of  duke  of  Brandon,  in 
Suffolk. 

1 4.  Earl  Cholmondeley  appointed 
hismajefty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minider  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Berlin. 

William  duke  of  Devondiire  to  be 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Derby,  in  the 
room  of  George  Cavendifh,  efq. 
commonly  called  lord  George  Ca- 
vend  iff. 

Sir  William  Howe,  knight  of  the 
bath,  lieutenant-general  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  fworn  of  his  majeffy’s  mod 
hon.  privy-council. 

July  2.  The  right  hon.  Walter 
HufFey  Burgh,  to  be  chief  baron  of 
the  exchequer  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  the  right  hon.  James  Baron  Trae- 
ton,  deceafed. 

Barry  Yelvertori,  efq.  to  be  at¬ 
torney-general  for  Ireland,  in  the 
room  of  the  right  hon.  John  Scott ; 
and  alfo  to  be  of  the  privy-council. 

William  earl  of  Shelburne  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  right  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  James  Grenville,  Rich. 
Jackfon,  and  Edward  James  Elliot, 
efqrs.  commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  majedy’s 
exchequer. 

13.  'The  right  hon.  Tho.  Town- 
fhend,  to  be  fecretary  of  date. 

The  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  to 
be  chancellor  and  under  treafurer  of 
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the  exchequer,  and  alfo  to  be  of 
the  privy  council. 

The  right  hon.  Augudus  Keppe-1, 
dr  Robert  Harland,  bart.  admiral 
Hugh  Pigot,  Charles  Brett,  Richard 
Hopkins,  John  Jefferies  Pratt,  and 
John  Aubrey,  efqrs.  to  be  lords  of 
the  admiralty. 

The  right  hon.  dr  George  Yonge3 
to  be  fecretary  at  war. 

David  Parry,  efq.  to  be  governor 
of  Rarbadoes,  in  the  room  of  ma¬ 
jor  general  James  Cunninghame. 

Archibald  Campbell,  efq.  to  be 
governor  of  Jamaica,  in  the  room  of 
major-general  John  Tailing. 

John  Parr,  efq.  to  be  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  the  room  of  Francis 
Legge,  efq. 

20.  The  right  hon.  Thomas  lord 
Grantham,  to  be  fecretary  of  date. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  Lord  Pa¬ 
get,  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Anglefea. 

27.  Right,  hon.  Ifaac  Barre,  re¬ 
ceiver  and  paymader  general  of  his 
majefty’s  guards,  garrifons,  and  land 
forces. 

Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  treafurer  of 
his  maiefty’s  navy. 

30.  Dr.  jofeph  Dean  Bourke,  bi¬ 
drop  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns,  tranf- 
lated  to  the  archbiffioprickof  Tuam, 
with  the  united  bifhoprick  of  Enag- 
hoden,  and  the  bifhoprick  of  Ar- 
dagh,  in  commendam,  vacant  by” 
the  death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  jemmet 
Browne. 

Dr.  Walter  Cope,  bidiop  of  Clon- 
fert  and  Kilmacduah,  trandated  to 
the  united  bifhopricks  of  Leghlinand 
Ferns,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Bourke. 

Rev.  John  Law,  D.  D.  {Ton  of  the 
bidiop  of  Carliile]  promoted  to  the 
united  bifhopricks  of  Leighlin  arid 
Ferns,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Cope. 

31.  The  right  hon.  George  earl 
Temple,  to  be  lord  lieutenant  ot 
Ireland. 


OCCUR 


178,2.] 

Jug .  3.  Dr.  Shute  Barrington, 
to  be  hilltop  of  Salitbury,  vice  Dr. 
John  Hume,  deceafed. 

20.  Dr.  Richard  Watfon,  to  be 
bifhop  of  LandafF,  void  by  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  Dr.  Shute  Barrington  to 
the  fee  of  Salifbury. 

Francis  Geary,  efq.  admiral  of 
the  White,  to  be  a  baronet  of  Great 
Britain. 

David  Rae,  efq.  to  be  one  of  the 
ordinary  lords  ot  the  court  of  fef- 
iion  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  A- 
iexander  Bofwell,  elq.  deceafed. 

Richard  Tully,  efq..  to  be  his 
majefty’s  agent  and  conful  general 
at  Tripoli. 

21.  Sir  John  Stepney,  bart.  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  at  Berlin. 

Sept.  28.  The  earl  of  Surrey,  to  be 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  Well  Riding  of  Yorklhire, 
and  York  city. 

Earl  of  Fauconberg,  to  be  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkilrire. 

OB.  2.  Charles  earl  of  Tanker- 
ville,  fworn  of  the  privy-council. 

Nov.  10-  John  Templar,  efq. 
mader  of  the  crown-office,  in  the 
room  of  fir  James  Burrow'. 

Countefs  dowager  of  Aylesford, 
©ne  of  the  ladies  of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  queen. 

Lord  Charles  Spenfer  appointed 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland. 

Dec.  28.  Admiral  lir  Peter  Parker 
created  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

— — - - — — - - 
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Jan.  1.  The  right  hon.  lady  Tre¬ 
vor,  relidt  of  John  lord  Trevor,  and 
daughter  of  the  late  fir  Richard 
Steele. 

Jan .  2.  Lieut,  general  Francis 
G  rant,  colonel  of  the  63d  regiment 
foot,  and  formerly  member  of 


R  E  N  C  E  S.  ^ 

parliament  for  the  county  of  Mo« 
ray. 

^  5*  William  earl  of  Pan  mure,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  colonel  of 
the  Royal  North  Britiffi  dragoons, 
and  a  general  in  the  army. 

Right  hon.  Thomas  lord  Fairfax, 
a  peer  of  Scotland,  at  his  proprie¬ 
tary  in  Virginia,  in  the  89th  year 
of  his  age. 

Sir  James  Harrington,  bart.  one 
of  the  fir  ft  baronets  of  England,  and 
nearly  allied  to  the  royal  houfes  of 
Scotland  and  Portugal. 

15.  William  Clement,  M.  D.  re- 
prefentative  in  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  vice-provoft  of 
Trinity- college. 

18.  Sir  John  Pringle,  bart.  phy- 
fician  extraordinary  to  the  king,  and 
phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  queen, 
and  late  prefident  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety. 

I  he  right  hon.  Hugh  Bofcawen, 
vifcount  Falmouth,  captain  of  the 
yeomen  of  the  guard,  one  of  his 
majetty’s  privy- council,  recorder  of 
Truro,  and  a  general  in  the  army. 

26.  The  right  honourable  John 
Campbell,  earl  of  Breada-lbane,  vif¬ 
count  Glenorchy,  lord  vice-admiral 
ot.  Scotland,  one  of  his  ma jelly’s 
privy-council,  and  fenior  knight  of 
the  Bath. 

Feb.  1.  Lady  Gilmour,  relief  of 
the  late  fir  Charles  Gilmour,  bart. 

6.  Phe  lady  of  fir  John  Hender- 
fon. 

The  rev.  fir  Henry  Mill,  bart. 

,  8.  Lieutenant-general  Simon  Fra¬ 
zer,  colonel  of  the  71ft  regiment  of 
foot,  and  member  of  parliament  for 
the  county  of  Jnvernefs. 

The  right  hon.  lord  Colvill. 

Mar.  1.  Hon.  lieut.  general  Wil¬ 
liam  Keppel,  colonel  of  the  12th 
regiment  of  dragoons,  uncle  to  the 
prefent  earl  of  Albemarle. 

2.  At  Dublin,  the  right  rev.  Dr. 
John  Garnett,  lord  bifiiop  of  QoghI 
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cr,  to  which  fee  he  was  tranflated 
from  the  bifhoprick  oi  Ferns,  in 
the  year  1758. 

7.  Sir  Robert  Foley,  bart. 

it.  The  right  hon.  lord  Robert 
Bertie,  uncle  to  the  duke  of  Ancaf- 
ter,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  a  general  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  colonel  of  the  fecond  troop 
of  horfe  guards,  governor  of  Dun- 
cannon  in  Ireland,  and  member  lor 
Bofton  in  Lincolnfhire, 

13.  Sir  Charles  Holt,  bart. 

14.  The  right  rev.  Dr.  Thomas 
Newton,  lord  bifhop  of  Bfiftol,  and 
dean  of  St.  Paul’s. 

18.  Major-general  William  Thorn¬ 
ton,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  full 
regiment  of  foot- guards. 

23.  In  Perthfhire,  aged  76,  fir 
James  Ramfey,  of  BamfF,  bart. 

25.  Right  hon,  lady  vifeountefs 
'Courtenay. 

Aged  75,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Howard, 
widow  of  the  late  hon.  Philip  How¬ 
ard,  of  Norfolk,  lifter  to  the  late 
duchefs  of  Norfolk,  and  mother  to 
the  prefent  lady  Petre. 

April  9.  The  right  hon.  lady 
Mary  Forbes,  lady  of  admiral 
Forbes. 

2 1.  The  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Clanrickard. 

27.  The  right  hon.  earl  Talbot. 

Right  hon.  John  Campbell,  carl 
of  Loudoun,  lord  Machlin,  one  of 
the  iixteen  peers  of  Scotland,  a  ge¬ 
neral  in  the  army,  governor  of  E- 
dinburgh  caftle,  coL  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot  guards,  and  F.  R.  S. 
aged  77. 

May  8.  Right  hon.  lady  Mary 
Scott,  relief,  firft,  of  Richard  Had¬ 
dock,  efq.  and  fecondly,  of  Arthur 
Scott,  efq.  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  and  filler  to  the  earl  of  Nor¬ 
thampton. 

14.  The  learned  Dr.  Solander, 
F.  R.  S.  one  of  the  librarians  of  the 
Britilh  Mufeum,  and  who  had  made 
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the  voyage  round  the  world,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  friend  fir  Jofeph 
Banks. 

14.  The  right  hon.  Richard 
Lumley  Saunderfon,  earl  of  Scar¬ 
borough,  vifeount  Lumley ;  alfo 
vifeount  Lumley  in  Ireland  ;  one 
of  the  joint  vice-treafurers  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  a  member  ot  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy-council. 

29.  Hon.  Mrs.  Shirley,  mother 
to  the  prefent  earl  Ferrers. 

General  Monkton, 

Portfmouth,  and  colonel  of  the  17th 
regiment  of  foot. 

At  the  German  Spa,  the  right 
honourable  Elizabeth  countefs  of 
G  randifon. 

Right  hon.  lord  Robert  Manners, 
great  uncle  to  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
a  general  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
colonel  of  the  3d  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  lieut.  governor  of  Hull, 
and  member  of  parliament  for  that 
town. 

31.  Lady  Drake,  only  furviving 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Peere 
Williams,  efq,  and  mother  to  lady 
North. 

Right  hon.  vifeountefs  dowager 
Dudley,  mother-in-law  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  vifeount. 

The  right  hon.  John  Dennis,  lord 
baron  Traekton,  chief  baron  of  the 
court  of  exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
lords  of  his  majefty’s  moft  honour¬ 
able  privy-council  in  Ireland. 

June  13.  The  dowager  vifeountefs 
Howe,  mother  to  the  prefent  vil- 
count  and  fir  William. 

Sir  William  Arnot,  bart.  late 
lieut.  colonel  of  the  Queen’s  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoon  guards. 

14.  Right  hon.  Edward  ear  1  Li- 
gonier,  knight  of  the  Bath,  lieut. 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and 
colonel  of  the  9th  regiment  of  foot 
in  America. 

23.  At  Durham,  in  the  33d  year 
of  his  age,  Tho.  Blackburne,  M.D, 

F.R.S. 
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F.  R.  S.  He  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
the  learned  Mr.  Archdeacon  Black- 
burne.  He  refilled  fubfcribing  to 
the  Thirty-nine  Articles  when  he 
was  to  have  taken  his  degree  of  ba¬ 
chelor  of  firts  at  Cambridge,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  to  ftudy  phy- 
iic,  in  which  faculty  he  took  the 
degree  of  doctor  at  Edinburgh  in 

*775- 

23.  The  rev.  John  Blair,  D.  D. 
rector  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift, 
Webminfter,  and  one  of  the  pre* 
bendaries  of  Weffrni  niter-abbey. 

26.  George  William,  prince  of 
He  fie  Darmftadt,  brother  of  the 
deigning  landgrave. 

27.  The  right  rev.  Dr.  John 
Hume,  lord  bifhop  of  Salifbury. 

July  i.  The  mod  honourable 
Charles  Watfon  Wentworth,  mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  earl  of  Mal- 
ton,  vifcount  Higham  of  Higham 
Ferrers,  baron  Rockingham  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  baron  of  Mahon.  Waith, 
and  Harrowden  in  England,  and 
earl  and  baron  of  Mahon  in  Ireland. 

11.  The  rev.  Sir  Harry  Parker, 
fbart.  reCtor  of  Rotherfield  Grays, 

\  near  Henley,  brother  to-  vice-admi¬ 
ral  Hyde  Parker*. 

23.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 
•I  Gordon,  filter  to  the  duke  of  Gordon. 

Augtift  1 4.  Lady  Hofkyns,  relict 
?  of  the  late  fir  Chandos  Hofkyns,  hart. 

20.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
’.Alfred,  the  laft-born  fon  of  their 
I  Majefties. 

Gen.  Fitzroy,  uncle  to  lord  South* 

1  ampton,  at  his  houfe  in  Arlington- 
•  dreet. 

27.  The  right  hon.  John  Dillon, 
earl  of  Rofcommon,  aged  fixty- 

I  two* 

30.  At  Edinburgh,  aged  76,  A- 
t  lex.  Bofwell,  efq.  of  Auchinleck, 
one  of  the  fenators  of  the  college 
of  juftice,  and  many  years  one  of 
the  lords  commifiioners  of  judiciary. 
Sept.  2.  At  Weymouth,  aged  18, 
17S2, 


the  hon.  Heneage  Legge,  fourth 
fon  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth. 

25.  Right  hon.  lady  vifcountefs 
Folkedone,  filter  to  the  prefent  lord 
Romney,  relidt  of  Jacob,  fird  vif¬ 
count  Folkedone,  and  grandmother 
to  the  earl  of  Radnor. 

GH.  14.  The  right  hon.  the 
countefs  of  Denbigh. 

Nov.  5,  Sir  James  Burrow,  knt* 
mafter  of  the  crown-office,  which  of¬ 
fice  he  had  held  ever  since  the  year 
1724.  He  had  publifhed  four  vo¬ 
lumes  of  Reports,  and  other  works*. 

8.  Sir  John  Clarke,  bart* 

10.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
of  Hertford. 

1 2.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Wedmoreland,  liber  to 
the  duke  of  Gordon. 

Dec .  9.  Sir  .Nicholas  Bayley, 
ban.  late  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Anglefey,  and  father  of 
lord  Paget. 

17.  Charles  Gray,  efq.  of  Col- 
chefter,  aged  87,  F.  R. S.  and  one 
of  the  trude'es  of  the  Britifh  Mu- 
feum.  He  reprefented  that  borough 
in  five  different  parliaments. 

13.  Right  hon.  Margaret  lady 
dowager  Blantvre,  at  Lennoxlove, 

GJ  v  7  1 

aged  8c. 

i6,  The  rev.  Mr.  William  Cole, 
vicar  of  Burnham,  in  Buckingham - 
fhire,  a  gentleman  eminent  for  his 
knowledge  in  Englilh  antiquities, 
who  hap  bequeathed  his  valuable 
MS.  collections,  in  upwards  of 
one  hundred  volumes,  comprehend¬ 
ing  parochial  furveys,  and  a  great 
number  of  hidorical  anecdotes,  to 
the  Britifh  Mufeum,  to  be  lodged  in 
one  box  together,  and  not  to  be  open¬ 
ed  till  twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

27.  Henry  Home,  lord  ICaimes, 
judge  in  the  courts  of  feflion  and 
iulliciarV  at  Edinburgh,  and  well 
known  to  the  learned  world  by  his 
Elements  of  Critic  Jn^  and  Sketches  of 
the  W/iory  of  Man , 

(G)  ?ht 
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The  LONDON  GENERAL  BILL  of 


Christenings  and  Burials  from  December  9,  1781,  to  December  10,  178 ■Z-- 

f  Males 

\  Females  8787  f  this  year  2,791. 


Chriftened  Fema|cs  ( 

*Died  under  2  Years  5520 
Between  2  and  5  1221 
5  and  10  ^36 

10  and  20  629 


f  Males  8808  1  B  ^  f  Males  9131  \  Increafed  in  the  Burials 


|  -2o  and  30  -  1479 

60  and  70  -  1515 

loo  -  6 

104-1 

|  30  and  40  -  1846 

70  and  80  -  970 

10 1  -  2 

lot;  -  I 

1  40  and  50  -  2164 

80  and  90  -  415 

M 

1 

C* 

O 

>-1 

109  -  I 

|  50  and  6c  -  1777 

90  and  ico  -  51 

103  -  1 

Adis  of  Parliament  piffled. from  Nov, 
27,  1781,  to  July  11,1782. 

An  a  d  for  farther  continuing  an 
act  made  in  the  17th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  enti¬ 
tled,  44  An  ad  to  impower  his  ma- 
jefty  to  fecure  and  detain  perfons 
charged  with  or  fufpeded  of  the 
crime  of  high  treafon,  committed  in 
any  of  his  majefty’s  colonies  or 
plantations  in  America,  or  on  the 


high 

u 


feas,  or  the  crime  of 


pira¬ 


cy 

A11  ad  for  the  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  fearnen  to  ferve  in  his 
majefty' 3s  fliips  of  war,  and  on  board 
merchant  fliips,  and  other  trading 
fhips  and  veffels. 

An  ad  for  the  relief  of  naval  of¬ 
ficers,  fearnen,  marines  and  foldiers, 
with  refped  to  prize  and  bounty- 
money  not  claimed  in  due  time. 

An  ad  for  the  better  detaining 
and  more  eafy  exchange  of  Ame¬ 
rican  prifoners  brought  into  Great 
Britain. 

An  ad  for  allowing  farther  time 
to  negotiate  by  indorfement  the 
bonds  ifilied  in  purluance  of  an  ad, 
made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  intituled, 
An  ad  for  more  effedually  carrying 
into  execution  certain  propofals  made 
by  the  mod:  noble  Henry  duke  of 
Buccleugh,  the  moft  noble  Charles 
duke  of  Queenfberry  and  Dover, 
and  others,  for  redeeming  the  an¬ 
nuities  granted  by  the  company  of 
the  bank  of  Ayr,  in  that  part  of 


Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  known* 
under  the  firm  of  Douglas,  Heron, 
and  company. 

An  ad  for  continuing  the  term 
and  powers  of  an  ad,  made  in  the 
33d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majefty  king  George  the  Second,  in¬ 
tituled,  44  An  ad  for  laying  a  duty-, 
of  two  pennies  Scots,  or  one 
lixth  part  of  a  penny  fterling,  on 
every  Scots  pint  of  ale,  porter,  os 
beer,  brewed  for  fale,  or  vended 
within  the  town  and  pariHi  of  Dal¬ 
keith.” 

An  ad  for  allowing  farther  time 
for  enrolment  of  deeds  and  wills 
made  by  papifts,  and  for  relief  of 
proteftant  purchafers. 

An  ad  for  providing  quarters  for 
certain  foreign  troops  lately  employ¬ 
ed  in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  in  the 
defence  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca, 
for  a  limited  time. 

An  ad  to  prohibit  the  ranfoming 
of  fhips  or  veffels  captured  from  his 
majefty’s  lubjeds,  and  of  the  mer¬ 
chandize  or  goods  on  board  fuch 
fliips  or  veffels. 

An  ad  for  granting  an  additional 
duty  upon  tobacco  and  fnuff ;  and 
for  repealing  certain  duties  payable 
upon  the  importation  of  brandy  and 
arrack,  and  for  granting  other  du¬ 
ties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  ad  for  the  preventing  of  bri¬ 
bery  and  corruption,  in  the  eledion 
of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Cricklade  in  the 
county  of  Wilts. 

An  ad  for  allowing  the  importa¬ 
tion 
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don  of  goods,  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  i hands 
of  St.  Chrifiopher,  Nevis,  and  Mont- 
ferrat,  into  any  ports  of  hismajefty’s 
dominions  in  Europe  or  America, 
upon  payment  of  the  Britifh  plan¬ 
tation  duties. 

An  ad  for  charging  a  damp  duty 
upon  inland  bills  oi  exchange,  pro- 
miffory  notes,  or  other  notes  pay- 
able  otherwife  than  upon  demand. 

A11  act  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
additional  duties  upon  fait,  and  cer¬ 
tain  duties  upon  Glauber  or  Epfom 
falts,  and  alfo  on  mineral  alkali  or 
flux  for  glafs  made  for  fale,  &c. 

An  act  for  charging  a  duty  on  per- 
fons  whole  property  (hall  be  infured 
againft  lofs  by  fire. 

An  ad  for  licenfing  lottery-office 
keepers,  and  regulating  the  fale  of 
lottery-tickets. 

An  adt  to  difcharge  and  indemnify 
the  United  Company  of  Merchants 
of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  from  all  damage,  interefis, 
and  Ioffes,  in  refped  to  their  having 
made  default  in  certain  payments 
due  to  the  public,  on  fuch  payments 
being  made  at  a  future  fiipulated 
time  ;  and  to  enable  the  laid  com¬ 
pany  to  continue  a  dividend  of  eight 
pounds  per  centum  to  the  proprietors 
of  their  flock,  for  the  prefent  year. 

An  ad  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  cer¬ 
tain  colonies  in  North  America 
therein  mentioned. 

An  ad  for  reilraining  any  perfon 
concerned  in  any  contrad,  commif- 
fion,  or  agreement,  made  for  the 
public  fervice,  from  being  eieded, 
or  fitting  and  voting  as  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

An  adt  for  better  fecuring  the 
freedom  of  eledions  of  members  to 
ierve  in  parliament,  by  difabling 
certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  or  management  of  his 
majefty’s  revenues  from  giving  their 
;totes  at  fuch  elections. 


An  ad  for  reftraining  fir  Thomas 
Rum  bold,  Bart,  and  Peter  Perrin?;, 
Efq,  from  going  out  of  this  kingdom 
for  a  limited  time  j  and  for  difcover- 
ing  their  efiates  and  effeds,  and 
preventing  the  transporting  or  a- 
lienating  the  fame. 

An  a dt  for  granting  an  additional 
duty  upon  white  or  manufactured 
bees  wax  imported  into  Great  Britain . 

An  ad  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
act,  made  in  the  roth  year  of  king 
George  II.  (for  the  more  effectually 
difarming  the  Highlands  in  Scot¬ 
land,  &c.)  as  reftrains  the  ufe  of 
the  Plighland  drefs. 

An  act  for  enabling  his  majefty  to 
ra'il'e  the  fum  of  one  million,  for  the 
ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  ad  to  prevent  the  granting  in. 
future  any  patent  office  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  in  any  colony  or  plantation 
now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  for  any  longer  term  than 
during  fuch  time  as  the  grantee 
thereof,  or  perfon  appointed  thereto, 
fhall  difcharge  the  duty  thereof  in 
perfon,  and  behave  well  therein. 

An  adt  for  enabling  his  maieftv  to 
difcharge  the  debt  contra  died  upon 
his  civil  lift  revenues ;  and  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  fame  from  being  in  ar- 
rear  for  the  future,  by  regulating 
the  mode  of  payments  ouc  of  the 
faid  revenues,  and  by  fuppreffingor 
regulating  certain  offices  therein 
mentioned,  which  are  now  paid  out 
of  the  revenues  of  the  civil  lifi. 

An  ad  for  the  encouragement  and 
difciplining  of  fuch  corps  or  com¬ 
panies  of  men  as  fhall  voluntarily 
enroll  themfelves  for  defence  of 
their  towns  or  coafts,  or  for  the 
general  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
during  the  prefent  war. 

Ain  ad  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  office  of  paymafter-general  of 
his  majefty’s  forces. 

An  ad  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor. 

(G  2)  PUBLIC 


I  00 


LIC  PAPERS. 


His  Majejly's  Speech  to  loth  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  Nov.  27,  1781., 


Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

J  o  • 

HEN  I  laid  met  you  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  I  acquainted  you  with 
the  arduous  fituation  of  public  affairs 
at  that  time,  and  I  reprefented  to 
you  the  objects  which  I  had  in  view, 
arid  the  resolution  with  which  I  was 
determined  to  perfevere  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  my  dominions  again  ft  the 
combined  power  of  my  enemies,  un¬ 
til  fuch  a  pacification  could  be  made 
as  might  confift  with  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  permanent  in- 
tereft  and  fecurity  of  my  people, 
th  e  war  is  dill  unhappily  prolonged 
by  that  reftlefs  ambition  which  fir  If 
excited  our  enemies  to  commence  it, 
and  which  ff ill  continues  to  difap- 
point  my  earneft  delire  and  dili¬ 
gent  exertion  to  reftore  the  public 
tranquillity:  but  I  fhould  not  an- 
fwer  the  truff  committed  to  the  fove- 
reign  of* a  free  people,  nor  make  a 
l’uitabie  return  to  my  fubjects  for 
their  conffant,  zealous,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  attachment  to  my  perfon, 
family,  and  government,  if  1  con¬ 
sented  to  facrilice,  either  to  my  own 
defire  of  peace,  or  to  their  tempo¬ 
rary  eafe  and  relief,  thofe  effemial 
rights,  and  permanent  interefts,  up¬ 
on  the  maintenance  and  prefervation 
of  which,  the  future  flrength  and 
fecurity  of  this  country  mult  ever 
principally  depend. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
the  fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of 
the  numerous  commercial  deers  of 


my  kingdoms,  muff  have  given  you 
fatisfadtion  ;  hut  in  the  courfe  of 
this  year,  my  afliduous  endeavours 
to  guard  the  extenfive  dominions  of 
my  crown  have  not  been  attended 
with  fuccefs  equal  to  the  juflice  and 
uprightnefs  of  my  views :  and  it  is 
with  great  concern  that  I  inform 
you,  that  the  events  of  war  have 
been  very  unfortunate  to  my  arms 
in  Virginia,  having  ended  in  the 
lofs  of  my  forces  in  that  province. 

No  endeavours  have  been  want¬ 
ing  on  my  part  to  extinguifh  that 
lpirit  of  rebellion  which  our  ene¬ 
mies  have  found  means  to  foment 
and  maintain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  reflore  to  my  deluded  fubjebis  in 
America  that  happy  and  profperous 
condition  which  they  formerly  de¬ 
rived  from  a  due  obedience  to  the 
laws  ;  but  the  late  misfortune  in  that 
quarter,  calls  loudly  for  your  firm 
concurrence  and  affiffance,  to  frus¬ 
trate  the  defigns  of  our  enemies, 
equally  prejudicial  to  the  real  inter¬ 
efts  of  America,  and  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain. 

in  the  laft  feflion  you  made  a 
coniiderable  progrefs  in  your  in¬ 
quiries  into  the  (fate  and  condition 
of  our  dominions  and  revenues  in 
the  Eaft  Indies:  —  You  will,  1  am 
perfuaded,  refume  the  profecutiorx 
of  that  important  deliberation  with 
the  fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which 
it  was  begun,  and  proceed  with  the 
lame  attention  and  anxiety  to  con- 
fider,  how  thofe  remote  provinces 

may 
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may  be  held  and  governed  with  the 
greateft  fecurity  and  advantage  to 
this  country,  and  by  what  means 
the  happinefs  of  the  native  inhabit¬ 
ants  may  be  beif  promoted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  will  order  the  edimates  for  the 
enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  I  rely  on  your  wifdorn  and 
public  fpirit  lor  fuch  fupplies  as  the 
circumdances  of  our  affairs  iliall  be 
found  to  require.  Among  the  ma¬ 
ny  ill  confequences  which  attend  the 
continuation  of  the  prefent  war,  I 
mod  fmcerely  regret  the  additional 
burthens  which  it  mud  unavoidably 
bring  upon  my  faithful  fubjedts. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  profecution  of  this  great 
and  important  conted  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  I  retain  a  firm  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  a  perfedt  convidfion 
of  the  juflice  of  my  caufe ;  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that,  by  the  concur¬ 
rence  and  fupport  of  my  parliament, 
by  the  valour  of  my  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies,  and  by  a  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertion  of  the  faculties 
and  refources  of  my  people,  I  iliall 
be  enabled  to  rede  re  the  bleffing  of 
a  fate  and  honourable  peace  to  all  my 
dominions. 


The  Jddrefs  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  T emporal  in  P arliameut  affem~ 
bled. 

Die  Mart  is ,  27  No-vembris ,  1781, 

Mod  gracious  fovereign, 
1I7E,  your  majedy’s  mo  ft  dutiful 
V  V  and  loyal  iubjedls,  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
aflembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majedy  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

It  is  with  equal  Concern  and 
indignation  that  we  fee  the  war  pro¬ 
longed  by  that  redlefs  ambition 


which  fird  excited  your  majefty’s 
enemies  to  commence  it,  and  which 
dill  continues  to  difappoint  your 
majedy’s  earned  defire  and  diligent 
exertion  to  redore  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  fin- 
cereif  and  warmed  gratitude,  your 
majedy’s  wifdorn  and  condant  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  real  welfare  of  your 
people,  equally  confpicuous  in  your 
earned  deiire  of  peace,  and  in  your 
fixed  and  unalterable  refolution  ne¬ 
ver  to  facrifice,  either  to  that  defire, 
or  to  the  temporary  eafe  and  re¬ 
lief  of  your  fubjedts,  thofe  efiential 
rights  and  permanent  incerefts,  upon 
the  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
which  the  future  drength  and  fecu- 
ritv  of  this  country  mud  ever  prin- 
cipally  depend. 

We  feel  great  fatisfadfion  in 
the  favourable  appearance  of  our 
affairs  in  the  Ead  Indies,  and  in  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of  thefe 
kingdoms  ;  but  we  regret  that  in  the 
courfe  of  this  year  your  majedy’s 
afliduous  endeavours  to  guard  the 
extenfive  dominions  of  your  crown, 
have  not  been  attended  with  fuecefs 
equal  to  the  judice  and  uprightnefs 
of  your  majedy’s  views  ;  and  we  la¬ 
ment  that  the  events  of  war  have 
been  fo  unfortunate  to  your  majef- 
ty’s  arms  in  Virginia. 

We  are  gratefully  fenfible  of 
the  parental  folicitude  your  majefty 
has  (hewn  for  the  general  happinefs 
of  your  people,  in  the  endeavours 
your  majedy  has  ufed  to  extinguifh 
that  fpirit  of  rebellion  which  our 
enemies  have  found  means  to  foment 
and  maintain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  redore  to  your  deluded  fubjedts 
in  America  that  happy  and  profper¬ 
ous  condition  which  they  formerly 
derived  from  a  due  obedience  to  the 
laws  :  and  we  beg  leave  to  afliire 
your  majedy  of  our  firm  concurrence 
(G  3)  aiU 
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and  affiftance  to  fruftrate  the  defigns 
of  our  enemies,  equally  prejudicial 
to  the  real  interefls  of  America,  and 
to  thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

We  will,  without  lofs  of  time, 
refume  the  deliberation  upon  the 
ffate  and  condition  of  the  Britifh 
poffeffions  and  revenues  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  will  carry  it  on  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which  it 
was  begun,  and  proceed  with  the 
fame  attention  and  anxiety  to  con- 
iider  how  thofe  remote  provinces 
may  be  held  and  governed  with  the 
greatelf  fecurity  and  advantage  to 
this  country,  and  by  wrhat  means 
the  happineis  of  the  native  inhabit¬ 
ants  may  be  bell  promoted. 

Firmly  refolved  to  decline  no 
difficulty  or  hazard  in  the  defence  of 
our  country,  and  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  its  effential  rights  and  inter- 
ells,  we  fhall  continue  to  give  our 
mob  hearty  concurrence  and  fupport 
in  the  proiecution  of  the  great  and 
important  context  in  which  we  are 
engaged. 

We  rely  upon  the  protection  of 
Divine  Providence  in  fo  juft  a  caufe, 
and  fully  trull  that,  by  the  concur¬ 
rence  and  fupport  which  we  fhall 
mod  chearfully  give,  by  the  valour 
of  your  rnajefty’s  fleets  and  armies, 
and  by  the  vigorous,  animated,  and 
united  exertions  of  the  faculties  and 
refources  of  your  people,  your  ma- 
jelty  will  be  enabled  to  dilappoint 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  your  ene¬ 
mies,  and  to  re ltore  the  bleffing  of  a 
life  and  honourable  peace  to  all 
your  dominions. 


His  Majefty  s  Anfmer . 

Mv  Lords, 

I  Thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful 
and  affectionate  addrefs.  — The 
aifu ranees  of  your  chearful  concur¬ 
rence  and  fupport  in  the  profecution 
of  the  great  and  important  conteft 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  give  me 


the  hip-heft  fatisfaCtion,  and  mud 
have  the  moil  falutary  effedts.  — It 
fhall  be  my  conflant  endeavour  to 
make  the  belt  ufe  of  this  fupport  for 
the  attainment  of  the  foie  end  which 
I  have  ever  in  view,  a.  fafe  and  ho¬ 
nourable  peace.’9 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
his  Majefy. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"f  T  J  E,  your  majefly’s  moll:  dutiful 
V  \  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament 
affembled,  return  your  majefty  the 
thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  moil: 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
fee  with  concern  that  the  war  is  flill 
unhappily  prolonged  by  that  reftlefs 
ambition  which  firib  excited  our  ene¬ 
mies  to  commence  it,  and  which 
flill  continues  to  difappoint  your 
majefty’s  earned  defire  and  diligent 
exertion  to  reftoi-e  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

We  are  fenfibly  affeCted  by  your 
majefty’s  paternal  expreffions  of  con¬ 
cern  for  the  real  welfare  of  your 
fubjeCts  :  and  yve  receive  with  the 
ftrongeft  emotions  of  duty  and  gra¬ 
titude  your  maielty’s  gracious  and 
endearing  declaration,  that  you 
ffiould  not  anfwer  the  trull  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  fovereign  of  a  free  peo¬ 
ple,  nor  make  a  fuitable  return  to 
your  fubjeCts  for  their  conflant, 
zealous,  and  affeCtionate  attachment 
to  your  perfon,  family,  and  govern¬ 
ment,  if  you  confented  to  facrifice, 
either  to  your  own  defire  of  peace, 
or  to  their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  effential  rights  and  permanent 
interefls,  upon  the  maintenance  and 
prefervation  of  which  the  future 
ftrength  and  fecurity  of  this  coun¬ 
try  mult  ever  principally  depend. 

We  declare,  on  our  part,  that  we 
know  no  means  of  making  to  your, 
majefty  any  return  fo  fuitable  and 
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fo  juft,  and  of  anfwering  the  great 
truft  committed  to  us  by  thofe  whom 
we  r'eprefent,  as  by  giving  your  ma- 
jefty  this  firm  affurance,  that  we  are 
refolved  to  aflift  and  tupport  your 
majefty  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 
in  maintaining  and  preferring  the 
effential  rights  and  permanent  in- 
terefts  of  your  crown  and  people. 
The  favourable  appearance  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  fafe 
and  profperous  arrival  ot  the  nume¬ 
rous  commercial  fleets  of  your  king¬ 
doms,  have  given  us  great  fatisfac- 
tion ;  but  we  fincerely  regret  that 
your  majefty’s  affiduous  endeavours 
to  guard  your  extenfive  dominions 
have  not  in  all  places  been  attended 
with  fuccefs  ;  and  we  learn  with  the 
deepeft  concern,  that  the  events  of 
war  have  been  very  unfortunate  to 
your  majefty’s  arms  in  Virginia,  and 
have  ended  in  the  lofs  of  your  forces 
in  that  province. 

We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
principal  view  of  the  confederacy  of 
our  enemies  was  to  foment  and 
maintain  the  rebellion  in  North 
America ;  and,  under  the  fpecious 
delufion  of  the  eftablilhment  of  an 
independent  empire,  to  render  your 
majefty’s  colonies  fubfervient  to  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  crown 
of  France ;  but  your  majefty  may 
rely  on  our  fteady  affiftance  to  fe- 
cond  your  majefty’s  endeavours  to 
defeat  the  dangerous  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  equally  prejudicial  to  the 
real  interefts  of  America  and  to 
thofe  of  Great  Britain, 

We  will  not  fail  to  refume  the 
great  and  momentous  confideration 
of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
dominions  and  revenues  which  this 
country  poffeffes  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; 
and  we  truft,  that,  in  our  delibera¬ 
tions  on  thofe  important  matters, 
we  (hall  proceed  with  the  fame  fpirit 
und  .temper  in  which  they  were  be¬ 


gun,  and  with  the  fame  care  and 
anxiety,  to  confider  how  thofe  re¬ 
mote  provinces  may  be  held  and  go¬ 
verned  with  the  greateft  fecurity  and 
advantage  to  this  nation,  and  by 
what  means  the  happinefs  of  the 
native  inhabitants  may  be  befi: 
promoted.. 

In  this  arduous  conjuncture,  we 
confider  it  as  our  firft  duty  to  our 
country  to  grant  your  Majefty  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  circumftances  of  af¬ 
fairs  fhall  be  found  to  require.  We 
cannot  but  feel  that  the  war  is 
burthenfome  and  expen  five  ;  but 
we  are  convinced,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  is  juft  and  neeeflary  ;  and 
nothing  on  our  parts  (hall  be 
wanting  to  give  efficacy  and  fuccefs 
to  the  valour  of  your  majefty’s  fleets 
and  armies  :  and  we  ftill  have  a  firm 
confidence,  that,  by  a  vigorous,  ani¬ 
mated,  and  united  exertion  of  the 
refources  and  faculties  of  the  nation, 
and  of  the  fpirit  of  a  free  people, 
your  majefty  will  be  enabled,  under 
the  protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  reftore  the  bleffing  of  a  fafe 
and  honourable  peace  to  all  your 
dominions. 

— r— — »  1  1  : irill 

His  Majefty  's  Anfveer. 
Gentlemen, 

Return  you  my  cordial  thanks  fot? 
this  very  loyal,  dutiful,  and  ai> 
feCbonate  addrels.  It  breathes  the 
fpirit  and  firmnefs  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  brave  and  free  people. 
Nothing  could  afford  me  fo  much 
fatisfa&ion,  or  tend  fo  effectually 
to  the  public  fafety  and  welfare  in 
the  prefent  conjuncture. 

— - ; - s - : - 

His  Majefty* s  Speech  on  clojing  the  SeJ - 
Jion  of  Parliament ,  July  II,  1782* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HE  unwearied  affiduity  with 
which  you  have  per  fevered  in. 

(G  4)  th» 
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the  difcharge  of  your  duty  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  during  fo  long  a  fdiion,  bears 
the  moll  honourable  teftimqny  to 
your  zeal  and  induftry  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public  ;  for  which  you  have 
provided  with  the  cleared  difcern- 
ment  of  its  true  interefts  ;  anxioufly 
opening  every  channel  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  ;  and  fur  mining  with 
no  lefs  vigilance  the  means  of  carry- 
in  p  on  the  war,  if  that  meafure 
lliould  be  unavoidable. 

The  extenlive  powers  with  which 
I  find  myfelf  inverted  to  treat  for 
reconciliation  and  amity  with  the 
colonies,  which  have  taken  arms  in 
!North-  America,  I  fhall  continue  to 
employ  in  the  manner  moft  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  attainment  of  thofe 
objeCts,  and  with  an  earneitnefs.  fuit- 
able  to  their  importance. 

The  zeal  which  my  fubjects  in 
Ireland  have  expreiTed  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  (hews  that  the  liberality 
of  your  proceedings  toward  them  is 
felt  there  as  it  ought;  and  has  en¬ 
gaged  their  affections,  equally  with 
their  duty  and  intereff,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe. 

The  diligence  and  ardour  with 

<3 

which  you  have  entered  upon  the 
coniideration  of  the  Britifti  intererts 
in  the  Eaft -Indies,  are  worthy  of 
your  wifdom,  jurtiee,  and  humani¬ 
ty. —To  protedf  the  per  foil's  and 
fortunes  of  millions  in  thofe  diftant 
regions,  and  to  combine  our  prof- 
pen  ty  with  their  happinefs,  are  ob¬ 
jects  which  amply  repay  the  utmort 
labour  and  exertion.  , 

GCntlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  very  particular 
thanks  for  the  very  liberal  fupplies 
which  you  have  granted,  with  lo 
much  chearfulnefs  and  zeal,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year.  I  re- 
died  with  extreme  regret  upon  the 
heavy  expen.ee  which  the  circum- 
itances  of  public  affairs  unavoidably 


call  for.  It  fhall  be  my  care  to  huf* 
band  your  means  to  the  be  ft  advan¬ 
tage,  and,  as  far  as  depends  on  me, 
to  apply  that  ceconomy  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fet  on  foot  in  my 
civil  eftablifhment,  to  thofe  more 
extenftve  branches  of  public  ex¬ 
penditure,  in  which  ftill  more  im¬ 
portant  advantages  may  be  expect¬ 
ed. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  important  fucceffes,  which, 
under  the  favour  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  valour  of  my  fleet  in  thq 
Weft- Indies  hath  obtained,  promife 
a  favourable  iffue  to  our  operations 
in  that  quarter.  The  events  of  war 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  have  alfo  been 
profperous.  Nothing  however  can 
be  more  repugnant  to  my  feeling# 
than  the  long  continuance  of  fo  com¬ 
plicated  a  war. 

My  ardent  defire  of  peace  has  in¬ 
duced  me  to  take  every  meafure 
which  promt  fed  the  fpeedieft  accom- 
plifhment  of  my  wifh.es  ;  and  I  will 
continue  to  exert  my  beft endeavours 
for  that  purppfe.  But  if,  for  want 
of  a  correfpondmg  difpofition  in  our 
enemies,  1  fnould  be  difappointed 
in  the  hope  I  entertain  of  a  fpeedy 
termination  of  the  calamities  of  war, 
i  rely  on  the  fpirit,  affection,  and 
unanimity  of  my  parliament  and  peo¬ 
ple  to  fupport  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  and  the  interefts  of  mv  king;-, 
doms ;  not  doubting  that  the  bleft- 
lugs  of  heaven,  which  I  devoutly 
implore  upon  our  arms,  employed  as 
they  are  in  our  juft  and  necefiary 
defence,  will  enable  me  to  obtain 
fair  and  reafonable  terms  of  pacifi¬ 
cation.  The  moft  triumphant  ca- 
reer-of  victory  would  not  excite  me 
to  aim  at  more ;  and  I  have  the  fa- 
risfaCtion  to  be  able  to  add,  that  I 
I  fee  no  reafon  which  fhould  induce 
me  to  think  of  accepting  left. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
majefty’s  command,  laid, 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty’s  royal  will 
-and  pleafure,  that  this  parliament 
be  prorogued  toTuefday,  the  3d  day 
of  September  next,  to  be  then  here 
h olden  ;  and  this  parliament  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  prorogued  toTuefday,  the 
3d  day  of  September  next. 


The  Sixth  Report  of  the  Ccmmijji 'oners 
appointed  to  examine ,  tah,  and 
fate  the  hid  lie  Accounts  of  this 
Kingdom, 

Prefer  ted to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  nth  of  February,  17  82. 

IN  purfuance  of  the  directions  of 
the  adt  by  which  we  are  appointed, 
our  attention  has  hitherto  been  en¬ 
gaged,  principally  in  marking  the 
delay  which  aftedts  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  in  its  pafiage,  either  from  the 
pocket  of  the  fubject  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  or  from  ‘the  Exchequer 
back  again  into  the  pofifeffion  of  the 
perfon  who  becomes  entitled  to  it  ; 
but  of  hill  greater  importance  to  the 
public  is  the  diminution  it  fullers  in 
its  progrefs. 

Intent  upon  the  objedt  pointed 
out  to  us  by  the  adt,  as  the  fil'd  for 
our  conhdefation,  namely,  that  the 
public  might  avail  themfelves,  as 
loon  as  poffible,  of  the  balances  in 
the  hands  of  accountants  ;  we  have, 
in  the  offices  that  have  as  yet  come 
under  our  examination,  applied  our- 
felves  chiefly  to  the  invefiigation  of 
thefe  balances,  and  reported  upon 
them  with  as  much  expedition  as 
we  were  able  ;  adding  only,  fuch 
fnggeftions  of  immediate  regulation 
as'arofe  out  of  the  fubjedl,  and  oc¬ 
curred  to  us  in  the  courfe  of  that  in- 
veftigation,  but  deferring,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  feparate  and  diftindi,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  add  which 
diredts  us  “  to  report  an  exadf  ftate 
of  the  fees  or  gratuities  paid  or  giv¬ 
en  in  colledting,  iffuing,  expend. 
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ing,  and  accounting  for  the  public 
monies,  and  the  authority  under 
which  fuch  fees  and  gratuities  are 
paid  or  received.” 

In  the  courfe  of  our  examination 
into  the  office  of  the  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces,  we  oblerved 
in  the  account  of  the  payments  made 
by  him  out  of  the  dedudtion  of 
twelve-pence  in  the  pound,  and  one- 
day’s  pay  for  the  year  1778,  annex¬ 
ed  to  our  left  report,  No.  7,  a  charge 
of  325:571.  7s.  iod.  paid  for  fees 
at  the  Exchequer.  So  large  afum  of 
fees  paid  by  one  officer,  to  one  offic® 
in  one  year  demanded  our  attention^ 
and  led  us  to  require  from  this 
office  the  fum  total  of  the  fees  paid 
at  the  receipt  of  his  majefty’s  Ex¬ 
chequer,  by  the  paymaiier-genera! 
of  the  forces,  during  the  year  1780  ; 
the  accounts  of  that  year  being  then 
under  our  confideration. 

By  the  return  made  to  that  requi¬ 
sition,  it  appears  that  thefe  fees,  in 
the  year  1780,  amounted  to  39,198!. 
6s.  iod.  and  that  they  confifted  of 
a  poundage  on  the  money  iffued. 

As  the  annual  fupplies  laft  year 
exceeded  that  of  all  former  years, 
and  may  increafe,  and  all  poundage 
fees  on  thofe  fupplies  will  increafe  in 
proportion,  we  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  us  to  proceed  to  an  immediate 
examination  into  the  article  of  fees, 
and  of  the  principles  upon  which  they 
arc  founded  ;  to  the  intent,  that, 
fhould  they  be  deemed  a  fubjedl 
worthy  the  interpolation  of  the  le-? 
giftature,  the  public  may  not  remain 
without  the  benefit  of  a  fpeedy  reme¬ 
dy  for  a  preffing  and  increafing  evil. 

We  have  had  under  our  examina¬ 
tion  two  offices  of  large  public  ex¬ 
penditure  ;  the  pay-office  of  the 
navy,  and  the  pay-office  of  the  ar¬ 
my.  To  each  of  thefe  we  iffued 
our  precepts  for  an  exadf  ftate  of  the 
falaries,  fees,  and  gratuities,  receiy.r 
ed  by  the  refpedfive  officers  and 
clerks  in  thofe  offices,  from  the  24th 
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December,  1770?  to  the  35th  of 
December,  1780,  with  the  amount 
thereof  received  by  each  officer  and 
clerk,  during  the  laid  period. 

To  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
receipt  of  his  majefty’s  Exchequer, 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  auditor,  the 
clerk  of  the  pells,  the  tellers,  the 
chamberlains,  the  11  filer,  and  the 
pay  mailers  of  exchequer  bills,  we 
Blued  the  like  precepts  ;  and  returns 
were  made  to  us  from  all  thefe 
offices. 

We  have  thought  it  expedient,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  where 
the  office  is  not  executed  by  the 
principal  officer,  but  by  his  deputy, 
or  firft  clerk,  to  examine  the  latter 
-only,  as  probably  bell  qualified  to 
give  us  the  information  we  wanted. 
We  have  omitted  like  wife,  as  more 
rairmte  than  neceftary,  to  examine 
thole  inferior  officers  and  clerks  who 
receive  fmall  fabrics  only,  or  in¬ 
considerable  fees. 

As  our  account  of  the  emoluments 
of  thefe  offices  is  taken  in  a  year  of 
the  mod  expeniive  war,  we  have 
required  and  dated,  where  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  it,  the  net  pro¬ 
duce  of  each  office  in  time  of  peace. 

At  the  clofe  of  our  examination 
into  each  office,  we  have  dated  and 
inferred,  in  the  appendix,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  falaries,  allowances, 
fees,  and  gratuities,  diftinguifhed 
under  their  feveral  heads,  and  the 
total  amount  thereof  received  by 
each  officer  and  clerk  in  that  office, 
with  the  funis  paid  for  taxes,  and 
other  dilburfements  ;  and  the  net 
produce  to  each  officer  and  clerk, 
during  the  year  1780;  and  diftin- 
guifhing,  as  far  as  appeared  to  us, 
without  entering  into  too  long  an 
examination,  to  what  amount  each 
office  is  a  charge  upon  the  public, 
the  civil  lid,  and  individuals.  But 
\ye  mud  at  the  fame  time  remark, 
that  mod  of  the  funis  for  fees  and 


gratuities,  dated  by  us,  paid  by 
individuals,  are  ultimately  paid  by, 
and  a  charge  upon,  either  the  civil 
lift  or  the  public.  This  latter  dif- 
tindtion  we  have  made,  not  con- 
fidering  the  intereft  of  the  crown 
as  feparate  from  the  intereft  of  the 
public  ;  but  becaufe  the  favings,  if 
fuch  there  fhould  be,  in  the  one  cafe, 
fall  into  the  fund  appropriated  for 
the  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  civil 
government ;  and  in  the  other,  in¬ 
to  the  finking  fund. 

We  have  didinguiihed  the  taxes 
paid  by  the  officers,  that  is  the  land- 
tax,  and  the  one  drilling  and  fix 
pence  duties,  from  their  other  dif- 
burfements ;  becaufe  the  charge’ of 
the  public,  in  fupporting  thefe  of¬ 
fices,  is  leftened  by  as  much  of 
thefe  taxes  as  gets  back  again  into 
the  Exchequer.  But,  not  being  able 
eafily  to  difcover  what  diminution 
they  buffer  in  their  progrefs,  we 
have  only  dated  the  amount  of  them, 
without  deducting  them  from  the 
expences  of  the  public. 

From  the  return  of  the  pay  office 
of  the  navy,  and  from  the  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  Welbore 
Elks,  treafurer  of  the  navy  ;  An¬ 
drew  Douglas,  efq.  his  paymafter ; 
John  Slade,  efq.  fir  ft  clerk  in  the 
cafhier’s  branch  ;  Adam  Jellicoe, 
efq.  firft  clerk  in  the  pay-branch  ; 
George  Swaffield,  efq.  cafhier  ;  Mr. 
John  Fennel,  chief  clerk,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Walker,  lecond  clerk  in  the 
victualling  branch,  we  obtained  the 
following  information  relative  to  the 
profits  accruing  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  in  this  office.  - 

The  bulinefs  in  the  pay-office  of 
the  navy  is  t  ran  faded  by  the  trea¬ 
furer,  the  paymafter,  and  thirty- 
five  officers  and  clerks,  nine  of  which 
are  in  the  cafhier’s  branch,  twenty 
in  the  pay-branch,  and  fix  in  the 
victualling  branch. 

The  profits  of  thefe  officers  con- 
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fill  of  fix  heads ;  falaries  ;  allow¬ 
ances  for  extra  fer vices,  and  for  tell¬ 
ing  money  at  the  Bank  ;  perquisites 
of  odd  pence  ;  for  caking  defalca¬ 
tions  ;  and  -for  entering  probates, 
and  other  inftruments. 

The  treafurer  and  his  paymafter 
are  paid  by  Salaries  only,  and  have 
no  other  fee  or  gratuity  whatever. 
The  officers  and  clerks  receive  fala¬ 
ries,  and  aifo  the  allowances  and  per¬ 
quisites  above  mentioned. 

The  treafurer  is  appointed  by  the 
crown,  and  holds  his  office  during 
pleafure.  He  receives  a  falary  of 
two  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  reduc¬ 
ed,  by  the  payment  of  the  one  (hil¬ 
ling  and  fixpenny  duties,  to  1850I. 
Xieappoints  the  paymafter,  and  all 
the  other  officers  and  clerks  in  the 
office. 

The  paymafter  has  a  falary  of 
50c!.  a-year,  reduced  by  the  fame 
duties  to  462I.  sos.  He  executes 
glfo  the  offices  of  cafhier  and  ac¬ 
countant,  for  which  he  receives  no 
additional  falary  or  emolument  what¬ 
ever. 

The  falaries  of  the  other  officers 
and  clerks  are  from  forty  to  eighty 
pounds  a-year,  according  to  their 
feveral  employments.  Befides  which, 
they  have  the  allowances  and  per- 
quifites  following. 

An  allowance  for  extra  fervice, 
which  is  made  to  thofe  clerks  who 
attend  the  payment  of  wages  and 
the  yards,  and  who  complete  what 
are  called  the  full  books  for  payment 
of  the  (hips  and  yards.  This  al¬ 
lowance  is  intended  to  defray  their 
travelling  ex  pences,  and  as  a  recom- 
pence  for  their  extra  trouble.  The 
rate  at  wftiich  it  is  paid  is  feven  (hil¬ 
lings  a-day  for  the  number  of  days 
in  which  each  clerk  is  fo  employ¬ 
ed. 

An  allowance  for  telling  money 
at  the  Bank  is  a  poundage,  at  the 
rate  of  five  (hillings  for  every  thou- 
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fand  pounds,  allowed  by  the  navy- 
board  to  thofe  clerks  who  receive 
money  at  the  Bank  for  the  payment 
of  the  (hips  and  yards ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  allowance,  each 
clerk  is  accountable  for  any  defici¬ 
ency  there  may  be  either  in  the 
weight  or  tale  of  the  money  he  re« 
ceives. 

The  odd  pence  is  a  perquifite  to 
thofe  officers  and  clerks,  who  are 
employed  in  making  payments. 
Thofe  whole  bufinefs  it  is  to  pay 
perfeT  bills,  the  navy  courfe,  and 
bills  drawn  by  the  navy  and  lick  and 
hurt  boards, pay  the  even  money  only 
upon  thefe  bills,  and  retain  to  them-* 
felves  the  odd  pence  under  a  (hilling. 
Thofe  who  are  employed  in  the 
payment  of  the  officers,  leamen,  and 
artificers  in  the  dock-yards,  retain 
the  odd  pence  under  fix-pence  ;  in 
confideration  of  which,  they  are  all 
bound  to  make  good  any  mi  (lakes 
they  may  make  in  their  payments. 

The  perquifite  for  catling  defal¬ 
cations,  is  a  gratuity,  ufually  at  tha 
rate  of  one  guinea  by  the  hundred 
pounds,  paid  by  the  chaplains,  fur- 
geon%  and  purlers  of  the  navy,  to 
the  officer  who  cads  and  pays  to 
them  their  feveral  (hares  of  the  de¬ 
ductions  made  from  the  Teamen's 
wages. 

The  perquifite  for  entering  pro¬ 
bates  of  wills,  letters  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  warrants  of  attorney,  is  a 
fee  of  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence 
each  entry,  paid  to  the  clerk  in 
whole  department  it  lies  to  regifter 
thefe  inftruments. 

The  falaries  and  allowances  for 
extra-fervices,  and  for  telling  mo¬ 
ney  at  the  Bank,  are  paid,  for  the 
mod  part,  quarterly,  by  bills  affign- 
ed  by  the  navy  or  victualling-boards 
upon  the  treafurer,  out  of  money 
received  by  him,  either  to  pay  fa-  - 
laries,  or  from  old  (lores,  or  under 
fome  other  head  of  fervice  fpecified 
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in  the  alignments  5  and  confequent- 
ly  all  thefe  are  paid  by  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

The  perquisites  are  either  detain¬ 
ed  out  of  fums  due  to  particular  per¬ 
forms,  or  paid  by  thefe  who  apply  to 
have  their  buhnefs  tranfadted  at  the 
office ;  and  therefore  do  not  come 
out  of  the  public  purfe,  but  from, 
the  pockets  of  individuals. 

The  authority  upon  which  the 
receipt  of  the  feveral  profits  of  this 
office  is  grounded,  is  either  an  order 
of  the  privy-council,  or  ufage. 

By  an  order  of  the  privy-council, 
dated  the  25th  of  May,  1699,  the 
falary  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy 
is  fettled  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a 
year ;  that  of  his  pay  matter,  at  five 
hundred  pounds  ;  that  of  his  ac¬ 
countant,  at  four  hundred  pounds  ; 
and  the  falaries  of  thirteen  clerks, 
feven  at  eighty  pounds  each,  and  fix 
at  forty  pounds  each  ;  and  in  the 
ordinary  ettimate  of  the  navy  voted 
by  parliament  every  year,  are  infert- 
cd  allowances,- — to  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy,  two  thoufand  pounds ;  to 
his  paymafier  and  cafhier,  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  ;  to  twenty-two  clerks, 
fix  of  them  eighty  pounds,  nine  fif¬ 
ty  pounds,  and  feven  forty  pounds 
each.  But  an  increafe  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  in  this  office  for  thefe  late  years, 
has  rendered  it  neceffary  to  increafe 
the  clerks  to  the  prefent  number, 
thirty-five ;  and  to  every  increafe 
the  confent  of  the  navy-board  is  ne- 
ceflary. 

The  allowances  and  perquifites 
are  fuch  as  have  been  ufually  paid 
and  taken  by  the  officers  and  clerks 
in  their  feveral  departments,  as  far 
back  as  the  memory  of  the  oldeft 
officers,  now  employed  in  this  office, 
reaches. 

From  the  account  fet  forth  in  the 
appendix,  it  appears,  that  the  grofs 
amount  of  the  emoluments  received 
in  the  pay-office  of  the  navy,  was 
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8 1  Sol.  ios.  Jd.  of  which  the  fala¬ 
ries,  allowances  for  extra-fervicc, 
and  for  telling  money  at  the  Bank, 
amounting  to  6545!,  4s.  8d.  was 
paid  by  the  public  ;  and  the  refidue, 
being  16051,  5s.44d.by  individuals; 
the  net  receipt  of  this  office  was 
79381*  fd. 

By  the  return  made  to  us  from  the 
pay-office  of  the  army,  and  the  ex¬ 
aminations  of  the  right  hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  pay-ih after- general  of  the 
forces ;  Timothy  Cafwall,  efq.  de¬ 
puty  paymafier  ;  John  Powell,  efq. 
cafhier ;  Charles  Bembridge,  efq. 
accountant ;  John  Adam  Frederick 
Heffe,  efq.  ledger-keeper ;  Thomas 
Bangham,  efq.  computer  of  off¬ 
reckonings  ;  Robert  Randal,  efq. 
cafhier  of  half-pay ;  and  Robert 
Molefworth,  efq.  entering  clerk ; 
we  received  the  following  account 
of  the  falaries  paid  to,  and  the  fees 
and  gratuities  taken  by,  the  officers 
and  clerks  in  the  pay-office  of  the 
army. 

This  office  confitts  of  the  pay- 
mailer-general,  his  deputy,  a  cafhier, 
an  accountant,  a  ledger-keeper,  a 
computer  of  off-reckonings,  acafnier 
of  half-pay,  and  an  entering  clerk, 
with  eight  inferior  clerks,  an  office- 
keeper,  a  houfe-keeper,  and  two> 
mefiengers ;  and  nine  deputy  pay* 
matters  abroad. 

The  paymafier-general  appoints 
his  deputies,  and  all  the  officers -and 
clerks  employed  in  his  office  ;  they 
are  all  paid  by  falaries  or  allowances, 
fees  and  gratuities. 

The  pay  matter-general,  his  de^ 
puty,  the  inferior  officers  and  clerks, 
and  deputy  pay  mailers  abroad,  have 
certain  falaries  or  allowances  only  ; 
the  fix  officers  who  are  next  to  the 
deputy,  paymafier,  receive  falaries, 
fees,  and  gratuities. 

The  paymafier-general  is  appoint¬ 
ed  by  letters  patent  under  the  great 
feal,  during  pleglure ;  he  receives 

four 


PUBLIC  PAPERS, 


four  annual  allowances  as  paymafter- 
generai  of  the  forces,  and  one  as 
treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpital :  the 
four  are  3 cool,  as  the  particular 
falary  belonging  to  his  office,  1760I. 
for  the  payment  of  clerks,  600I.  for 
the  contingent  expences  of  his  office, 
and  twenty  ffiillings  a  day  as  one  of 
the  ffcalff  upon  the  effabliffiment ;  the 
other  allowance  is  twenty  ffiillings 
a  day  as  treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpi¬ 
tal.  The  amount  of  thele  allow¬ 
ances  is  6,0921.  out  of  which  he  paid 
for  himfelf  and  officers  in  taxes, 
962b  19s.  9d.  to  clerks  1707b  and 
for  the  contingent  diffiurfements  of 
his  office,  360I.  7s.  8d.  making  to¬ 
gether  3,030!.  7s.  3d.  which  reduces 
his  clear  receipt  to  3,061!.  12s.  7d. 

The  deputy  paymafter  has  two 
falaries,  of  500b  a  year  each  ;  one 
reduced,  by  the  one  {hilling  and  fix- 
penny  duties,  104621.  los.  the  other 
paid  without  ded.u£tion  ;  together, 
clear,  962I.  10s. 

The  fix  following  officers  are  thofe 
who  have  fees  and  gratuities  as  well 
as  falaries. 

The  caffiier  receives  a  falary  of 
300I.  a  year,  reduced  by  the  one 
fhilling  duty  to  190b  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  annual  allowance  of  270I. 
paid  to  him  without  deduction.  His 
fees  and  gratuities  amounted  to 
6,715!.  19s.  6d.  which,  with  his 
falaries,  made  his  clear  receipt 
7,175!.  19s.  6d.  But,  asthefefees 
are  not  always  paid  at  the  time  the 
bufmefs  is  done,  this  ffirn,  though 
received  in  the  year  1780,  may  in¬ 
clude  fees  that  accrued  in  a  preced¬ 
ing  year  ;  it  certainly  does  not  in¬ 
clude  the  fees  for  all  the  bufmefs 
done  by  him  in  that  year  ;  the  re¬ 
mitters  had  not  paid  him  their  fees 
upon  the  warrants  for  the  remit¬ 
tances  iffued  to  them  after  the 
month  of  February,  1780;  and  it 
appears  from  an  account  of  thofe 
remittances,  extracted  from  the  ac- 
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count  of  the  extraordinary  fervicei 
incurred  by  the  paymafter-general 
of  the  forces  for  the  year  1780, 
that  the  fum  iffued  to  them  be¬ 
tween  the  ill  of  March,  and  the 
31ft  of  December,  in  that  year, 
was  2,312,830b  the  fees  upon  which 
being  at  the  rate  of  one  guinea  by 
the  thoufand  pounds,  amount  to 
2,427b  1 23.  and  being  divided 

equally  between  the  caffiier  and  ac¬ 
countant,  would  have  added  1,2131. 

1 6s.  to  the  receipt  of  each,  and 
would  have  increafed  that  of  the 
caffiier  to  8,3891.  1 53.  6d. 

The  falary  of  the  accountant  is 
150I.  a  year,  reduced  by  the  one 
{hilling  duty  to  142I.  10s.  He  re¬ 
ceived  in  fees  1,358b  17s.  9d. 

which,  added  to  his  falary,  makes 
his  clear  receipt  to  have  been  1,501!. 
7s.  9b.  Had  the  remitters  paid  all 
their  fees,  it  had  been  increafed  by 
the  addition  of  1,213b  1 6s.  to  the 
fum  of  2,715b  3s.  9d. 

The  ledger  keeper’s  falary  is  ioob 
a  year,  belides  which,  he  receives 
annually  Sob  from  the  computer  of 
off-reckonings,  and  iool.  from  the 
caffiier  of  half-pay  :  his  fees  a- 
mounted  to  394b  16s.  making,  all 
together,  674b  16s.  He  paid  out 
of  this  fum,  for  taxes,  fifteen 
pounds,  to  his  deputy  Sob  pounds  ; 
and  to  another  affifbmt  fifty  pounds  ; 
together,  145b  which  reduced  his 
net  receipt  to  529b  16s.  The  pre- 
fent  ledger-keeper  has,  by  reafon  of 
his  age  and  infirmities,  executed  his 
office  by  deputy,  ever  fince  his  ap¬ 
pointment  in  1765. 

The  computer  of  off-reckonings 
has  no  other  falary  but  that  of eighry 
pounds,  which  he  pays  to  the  ledg¬ 
er-keeper  ;  his  net  profits  arofe  from 
his  fees,  which  amounted  to  1,038b 
5s.  6d. 

The  caffiier  of  half  pay  receives 
eighty  pounds  a  year  falary  ;  the 
total  of  his  fees  was  6171.5s.  to¬ 
gether. 
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gether,  69 7I.  i;d.  out  of  which  he 
paid*  for  taxes,  fourteen  pounds, 
and  to  the  ledger-keeper  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds ;  this  reduced  his  clear 
receipt  to  583I.  Cs. 

Sixty  pounds  is  the  {alary  of  the 
entering-clerk,  which,  with  1,448!. 
15s.  4d.  received  by  fees,  made  his 
grofs  receipt  1,508!.  15s.  4d.  reduc¬ 
ed  by  10I.  1  os.  paid  for  taxes,  to 
2,4981.  5s.  4d. 

The  other  clerks  are  paid  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
according  to  their  ftations  and  em¬ 
ployments  in  the  office,  and  receive 
no  lees  or  gratuities  whatever. 

The  deputy  paymafters  abroad 
are  paid  an  allowance,  lix  of  them 
thirty  {hillings  a  day,  and  three  of 
them  three  pounds  a  day. 

The  fees  received  by  thefe  officers 
are  as  various  as  the  bufinefs  they 
execute  ;  each  has  fees  peculiar  to 
his  branch  :  they  con  lift,  -lome  of 
them,  of  a  poundage  upon  the  fums 
contained  in  warrants  brought  for 
payment,  and  in  receipts ;  others, 
of  certain  fums  per  regiment,  paid 
either  annually  or  upon  tranfadting 
particular  branches  of  the  regimen¬ 
tal  bufinefs  ;  others  of  them  are  cer¬ 
tain  fums  for  reports,  certificates, 
receipts,  entries,  or  other  articles  of 
official  bufinefs. 

The  gratuities  are  voluntary  do¬ 
nations  upon  the  payment  of  war¬ 
rants,  or  for  creating  fome  trouble 
to  the  office  ;  and  are  given  to  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  department  where  the 
bufinefs  is  tranfadted. 

It  appears  from  the  account  of 
the  payments  made  by  the  paymaf- 
ter-general,  out  of  the  dedudiions 
of  twelve-pence  in  the  pound,  and 
one  day’s  pay,  for  the  year  1780, 
that  the'  falary  and  allowances  to 
the  paymafter-general  (except  the 
twenty  {hillings  a-day  on  the  ftaff) 
and  the  two  additional  falaries  to  the 
fleputy  and  calhier,  and  the  allow- 
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ances  to  the  deputy-paymafters 
broad,  are  paid  out  of  the  deduo 
tions  of  twTelve-pence  in  the  pound  ; 
the  twenty  {hillings  a  day  on  the 
ftaff,  is  paid  to  him,  in  like  manner 
as  the  general  and  ftaff- officers  in 
Great  Britain  are  paid,  out  of  the 
money  granted  for  the  ordinary  fer~ 
vices  of  the  army  :  ail  thefe  pay¬ 
ments  are  therefore  a  charge  upon 
the  public.  The  paymafter-general 
himfelf  pays  the  other  falaries,  out 
of  the  fum  of  1,7601.  allowed  him 
for  that  purpofe.  The  fees  and 
gratuities  are  paid  by  the  remitters, 
contradicts,  agents,  and  perfons 
whofe  bufinefs  brings  them  to  the 
office,  and  therefore  come  immedi¬ 
ately  out  of  their  pockets,  though 
much  the  greateft  part  of  them  ul¬ 
timately  fall  upon  the  public. 

Ufage  of  office  is  the  general 
ground  upon  which  thefe  feverai 
payments  reft,  except  in  the  two 
inftances  of  the  additional  allowances 
to  the  deputy  and  thecaftiier,  which 
are  founded  on  fpecial  circumftances. 
The  five  hundred  pounds  a  year* 
addition  to  the  deputy,  is  paid  to 
him  by  a  warrant,  dated  18th  March, 
1774  ;  it  commenced  on  the  ioth 
Odtober,  1771,  and  is  to  continue 
as  long  as  he  holds  this  office.  The 
ground  Hated  in  the  warrant  is,  that 
the  then  emoluments  of  the  office 
were  not  an  adequate  compenfation 
for  his  trouble,  care,  and  fidelity  : 
predeceftors  in  this  office  had  not 
this  additional  falary  ;  for  they  en¬ 
joyed,  at  the  fame  time,  what  the 
prefent  deputy  had  not,  other  ap¬ 
pointments  under  the  crown. 

The  warrant  for  the  payment  of 
the  additional  two  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  pounds  a  year  to  the  caffiier, 
is  dated  the  ioth  of  July,  1765, 
and  ftates  it  to  be  made  to  him  for 
his  trouble,  care,  diligence,  and  fi¬ 
delity,  in  the  execution  of  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  committed  to  his  charge. 

The 
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The  allowance  to  the  paymafter- 
general  of  twenty  (hillings  a  day 
upon  the  ftaff,  is  voted  annually 
upon  the  eftablifhment,  and,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  twenty  (hillings  a  day 
as  treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  is 
infer  ted  in  his  letters-patent :  all  the 
falaries  and  allowances  paid  to  him 
are  fuch  as  have  been  allowed  to  his 
predeceffors  in  this  office ;  and  all 
the  falaries,  fees,  and  gratuities,  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  officers  and  clerks,  and 
deputy-pay m a fte rs ,  are  the  fame  as 
have  been  paid  to,  and  received  by, 
thofewho  have  gone  before  them. 

From  the  account  in  the  appen¬ 
dix  it  appears,  that  the  grofs amount 
of  the  emoluments  received  in  this 
office,  was  25,108b  19s.  id.  the  net 
amount  was  23,561!.  is.  8d.  The 
fum  of  1 3,45c].  received  for  falaries 
and  allowances,  was  paid  by  the 
public :  the  fum  of  1 1,573b.  19s*  id. 
for  fees  and  gratuities,  was  paid  by 
individuals. 

There  is  moreover  another  gra¬ 
tuity  given  to  the  officers  and  clerks 
in  each  of  thefe  pay-offices  upon 
paffing  the  final  accounts  of  a  trea¬ 
furer  and  paymafter- general  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft. 
This  gratuity  is  craved  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury,  by  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  refpedtive  officers  and 
clerks  in  each  office,  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  trouble  in  carrying  on 
and  making  up  the  accounts  of  a 
treafurer  and  paymafter-general  after 
his  refignation.  The  quantum  of 
it  bears  fome  proportion  to  the  total 
fum  contained  in  the  account  to  be 
paffied.  It  is  allowed  to  them  by  a 
treafury-warrant,  out  of  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  ac¬ 
countant,  and  is  therefore  paid  out 
of  a  public  fund.  Thefe  allowances 
have  been  made  ever  fince  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and,  by  the  accounts  of  them 
from  that  period,  tranfmitted  to  us 
from  thefe  offices,  it  appears,  that 


in  the  pay-office  of  the  navy,  the  in¬ 
fiances  of  thefe  gratuities,  from  the 
year  1688,  to  the  year  1772,  when 
the  lafi  accounts  of  Mr.  Doddiug- 
ton,  ending  in  the  year  1756,  were 
paffed,  are  feventeen,  and  amount 
to  54,162!.  17s.  9f-d.  And  in  the 
pay-office  ot  the  army,  the  infiances 
from  the  fame  year,  to  the  year 
177 when  the  accounts  of  lord 
Darlington,  and  others,  ending  24th 
June,  1757,  were  palled,  are  nine, 
and  amount  to  46, 1 12I.  1 8s.  making 
together  100,275!.  15s.  9~d.  paid 
by  the  public  during  that  period,  in 
thefe  gratuities.  v 

In  the  Exchequer,  fix  offices  came 
under  our  examination ;  namely, 
the  auditor  of  the  receipt,  the  cleric 
of  the  pells,  the  tellers,  the  cham¬ 
berlains,  the  uffier,  and  the  pay- 
mafters  of  exchequer  bills.  There 
are  fome  circ  urn  fiances  common  to 
them  all  ;  falaries  or  allowances, 
fees,  and  gratuities,  are  the  heads 
under  which  may  be  ranged  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  all  the  officers  and  clerks. 

The  gratuities  are  ufual  voluntary 
donations,  either  from  public  of¬ 
fices  or  individuals  :  the  yearly  ac¬ 
counts  are  made  up  to  Michaelmas 
eve  ;  and  therefore  the  accounts  of 
the  receipts  and  payments  for  the 
year  1780,  which  is  the  year  we  are 
enquiring  into,  are  made  up  to  the 
Michaelmas  of  that  year. 

In  the  firft  five  of  thefe  offices, 
the  principal  appoints  the  deputy 
and  clerks.  The  firft  four  of  them 
have  tables  hung  up  in  each  office, 
by  which  their  tees  are  regulated  ; 
thefe  fees  con  lift  either  of  a  pound¬ 
age,  or  of  certain  payments  for  par¬ 
ticular  articles  of  bulinefs  tranfacled 
in  each  office,  and  are  paid  by  the 
perfons  either  paying  in,  or  receiv¬ 
ing  money  out  of  the  exchequer,  or 
applying  for  their  particular  buft- 
nefs. 

The  return  made  to  our  precept 
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by  the  duke  of  Newcadle,  auditor 
of  the  receipt  of  his  majedy’s  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  the  examinations  of 
Edward  Wilford,  efq.  his  fil'd:  clerk, 
and  of  Mr.  Williams  Jones,  the 
tally-writer,  fupplied  us  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  date  of  the  emo¬ 
luments  received  by  the  officers  and 
clerks  in  this  branch  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  the  bufinefs  or  which  is  tranf- 
adted  by  the  auditor  and  twenty- 
three  fixed  clerks,  with  other  occa- 
fional  affiflants  when  wanted. 

The  auditor  is  appointed  for  life, 
by  a  conftitution  under  the  hands 
and  feais  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
ireafury.  All  the  exchequer  bills, 
orders,  debentures,  patents,  and 
other  infiruments  which  pafs  this 
office,  are  fi.gned  by  him  ;  the  ^of¬ 
ficial  profits  are  not  received  by  him- 
felf,  but  by  his  firfl  clerk,  who  ac¬ 
counts  with  him  for  ^  them  every 
month  ;  he  receives  eleven  annual 
allowances,  enumerated  in  an  ac¬ 
count  tranfmitted  to  us,  and  infert- 
ed  in  the  appendix,  amounting  to 
3,7661.  is.  he  has  a  fmall  annual 
fee  from  the  wardrobe,  of  4I.  17s. 
and  is  entitled  to  fees  on  the  receipt 
of  money  into,  and  ififue  of  money 
out  of  the  Exchequer ;  the;  hrd  a~ 
mounted  to  1701. 1  5  s.  9d.  the  latter, 
to  12,5541.  2S.  6d.  The  fum  he 
received  by  fees  for  entering  patents, 
and  upon  impreft  bills,  was  39I.  5s. 
and  in  gratuities,  345I.  7s.  thegrofs 
amount  of  all  which  was  16, 8 Sol. 
6s.  3d.  Out  of  which  fum  he  made 
the  following  payments :  for  taxes, 
872I.  12s.  to  clerks,  1,662b  10s. 
for  incidental  expences  of  office, 
329b  2d.  together,  2,864b  2S.  2d. 
which  reduced  his  clear  receipt  to 
14,016b  4s.  id. 

The  firfl  clerk  has  an  annual  allow¬ 
ance  of  1  ool.  and  the  cleik  s  fees, 
amounting  to  3,001b  163.  8d.  his 
gratuities  were,  142b  17s.  making, 
together,  3,244b  133.88,  ft'duced, 


by  payments  for  taxes,  clerks, 
and  incidental  expences,  to  2,752b 
3s.  6d. 

The  refi:  of  the  clerks  have  fala¬ 
ries,  in  proportion  to  their  rank  and 
employment,  paid  to  them  either  by 
the  auditor,  or  his  nr  ft  or  other 
clerks  :  they  have  fees  likewife  and 
gratuities  of  various  kinds  ;  and  out 
of  what  they  receive,  make  various 
payments.  An  account  of  all  which, 
as  tranfmitted  to  us  from  this  office, 
is  inferted  in  the  appendix. 

The  foundation  of  tnefe  allow¬ 
ances  and  fees,  and  the  authority 
under  which  they  are  claimed  and 
paid,  are  as  follows  : 

Upon  the  king’s  acceffion,  a  cer¬ 
tificate  is  tranfmitted  from  the  audi¬ 
tor’s  office  to  the  treafury,  purfuant 
to  their  requifition,  confiding  of 
two  lifts ;  one  containing  the  feveral 
fees,  falaries,  and  allowances,  that 
have, by  ancient  cuftom,  letters  pa¬ 
tent,  conftitutions,  or  other  autho¬ 
rities,  been  paid  to  the  officers  and 
miniders  of  the  Exchequer,  either 
in  right  of  their  offices  or  employ"  - 
ments,  or  in  reward  for  their  fer- 
vices ;  the  other  containing  the  fees, 
falaries,  or  allowances,  that  have 
been  fettled  and  allowed  them  for 
their  labour  and  expence  in  manag¬ 
ing  and  performing  the  bufinefs  of 
the  annuities  payable  at  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  This  certificate  is  fent  back 
to  the  Exchequer,  annexed  to  a. 
warrant  directed  to  the  auditor,  au- 
thorifmg  him  to  draw  orders  or  pafs 
debentures  for  paying,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  at 
the  a cc adorned  times,  to  the  officers, 
the  fums  in  the  certificate  mention¬ 
ed  ;  the  fil'd  lid  amounting  to  1,801  b 
9s.  out  of  the  money  applicable  to 
his  majefty’s  civil  government  ;  the 
other,  amounting  to  5,900b  out  of 
the  refpedlive  funds  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  annuities. 

This  warrant  dates  the  authority 
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under  which  the  treafury  i flued  it, 
to  be,  as  to  the  firft  lift,  either  the 
letters  patent,  conftitutions,  or  au 
thcrlties,  whereby  the  officers  hold 
their  employments,  or  the  general 
letters  patent  dormant  (by  which 
the  king  empowers  them  to  make 
variety  of  payments,  therein  de¬ 
fended,  out  of  the  civil  lift)  ;  and, 
as  to  the  fecond  lift,  either  the  pow¬ 
ers  given  to  them  by  the  refpective 
aefts  of  parliament  relative  to  annui¬ 
ties,  or  any  other  power  in  them 
being. 

In  this  certificate  are  contained 
the  eleven  allowances  made  to  the 
auditor :  the  two  firft  of  them, 
amounting  to  400!,  3s.  4b.  are  in 
the  firft  lift,  and  paid  to  him  in 
right  of  his  office  :  the  other  nine, 
making  3,305b  17s.  8d.  are  in  the 
fecond  lift,  and  paid  to  him  as  a  re- 
compence  for  his  trouble  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  annuities,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  veiled  in  the  treafury  by 
the  feveral  adds,  to  provide  for  the 
charges  of  management. 

The  fees  of  the  auditor,  upon  the 
receipt  of  money,  are,  ift,  about 
one  fourth  part  of  the  tally-court 
fees  ;  of  which  fourth,  his  clerk 
attending  in  the  tally-court  has  a 
(hare.  2dly,  Part  of  a  fum  allowed 
by  the  treafury  to  fome  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  officers  tor  the  tallies  of 
loan  which  are  exempt  from  fees. 

The  fees  upon  the  iffue  are,  a 
poundage  upon  money  iffued  for 
certain  fervices,  not  for  all  fervices. 
In  the  year  1780,  the  fum  on  which 
the  poundage  tees  were  paid  was 
near  eight  millions  :  upwards  of 
twenty-two  millions  more  were  iffu- 
ed  in  that  year,  for  which  neither 
the  auditor  nor  his  clerks  received 
any  fees  whatever.  The  others  fees 
are,  certain  payments  for  traniaeft- 
ing  particular  kinds  of  buftnefs.  All 
thefe  fees  are  regulated  by  a  table, 
1782. 


fpeeifying,  both  for  the  auditor  and 
his  clerks,  the  rate,  where  it  is  a 
poundage,  othenvife  the  quantum , 
of  each  fee  :  this  table  is  for  the 
moft  part  grounded  upon  ufage, 
recognifed  as  ancient  by  the  barons 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  year  1692, 
as  to  thofe  fees  the  fubjedt  matter 
of  which  exifted  at  that  time  ;  and 
acquiefced  in,  as  to  thofe  fees  the 
fuhjedt  matter  of  which  is  of  a  date 
fubfequent  to  that  year. 

By  an  a6T,  paiTed  in  the  3d  year 
of  William  and  Mary,  the  officers 
of  the  Exchequer  were  prohibited 
from  taking  any  other  fees,  for  the 
receiving  or  iffaing  the  fupplies 
granted  by  that  or  any  other  adf  of 
parliament,  except  fuch  ancient  and 
legal  fees  as  ftiould  be  allowed  to  be 
fo  by  the  barons  of  the  court  of  Ex» 
chequer  ;  who  were  required  to  pre~ 
fent  to  both  heufes  of  parliament, 
at  the  next,  feffions,  a  table  of 
fees,  to  be  by  them  allowed  as  ail- 
cient  and  legal.  The  barons,  in 
purfuance  of  this  power,  made  a  re¬ 
port,  containing  the  table  required  : 
this  report  is  enrolled  in  the  office 
of  the  king*s  remembrancer  :  a  copy 
of  it  is  inferred  in  the  appendix  \  it 
comprehends  the  fees  to  be  taken 
upon  the  receipt  and  iffiue  of  money 
in  the  offices  of  the  auditor,  the 
clerk  of  the  pells,  the  tellers,  and 
the  tally  court ;  and  is  the  rule9 
though  the  act  is  long  fince  expired, 
by  which  they  are  governed  at  this 
day,  except  in  fome  few  iuftances* 
where  ufage  fince  that  report  has 
introduced  variations  ;  one  of  which 
is,  by  the  barons  report,  the  whole 
of  the  fees  paid  to  the  officers  of  the 
Exchequer,  upon  the  iffue  of  money 
for  the  army  fervices  in  general,  was 
three  halfpence  in  the  pound  ;  but, 
ever  fince  the  year  1744,  a  difference 
has  been  made  between  the  iffue  for 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  fer- 
(H)  vices 
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Tices  5  the  fees  for  the  fir  ft  continue 
sat  three  halfpence  ;  thofe  for  the 
latter  are  reduced  to  one  penny  only 
in  the  pound. 

Thefe  payments  come  out  of  differ¬ 
ent  Funds*  The  two  firft allowances  to 
the  auditor,  the  trealury  allowance 
for  the  tallies  of  loan,  the  wardrobe 
fee,  and  the  allowance  to  the  firft 
clerk,  which  is  included  in  the  firft 
lift  of  the  Exchequer  certificate,  are 
paid  out  of  the  civil  lift  ;  the  other 
Bine  allowances  are  paid  out  of  the 
funds  created  by  the  feveral  a£ts,  and 
therefore  out  of  the  public  money. 
The  fees  of  the  tally  court,  and 
from  iffues,  and  for  other  bufinefs, 
are  paid  immediately  by  individuals ; 
but  all  the  Exchequer  fees  paid  on 
the  iffues  for  the  army  fer vices,  a- 
mounting,  in  the  year  1780,  to 
39,1981.  7s.  led.  are  charged  by 
the  paymafter-general  of  the  forces 
upon  the  deductions  of  twelve -pence 
in  the  pound,  and  therefore  paid 
by  the  public.  Of  the  fum  of 
7,980,340b  on  the  iftlie  of  which 
fees  were  paid,  7,31 1,7321.  part 
thereof,  was  money  belonging  to 
the  public  ;  668,608b  other  part, 
Was  out  of  the  civil  lift. 

From  the  account  in  the  appen¬ 
dix,  it  appears,  that  the  total  fum 
received  in  this  office,  was  21,273b 
16s.  the  net  fum  was  19,880b  16s. 
4d.  the  fum  of  13,708b  12s.  id. 
Was  paid  by  the  public;  1, 1 1 61.  7s. 
<d.  out  of  the  civil  lift  ;  and  6,448b 
l6s.  6d.  by  individuals. 

From  the  return  made  to  us  by 
the  right  hon.  fir  Edward  Walpole, 
clerk  of  the  pells,  and  the  examina¬ 
tions  of  Edward  Roberts,  efq.  his  de¬ 
puty  and  firft  clerk,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Thomas,  clerk  of  the  introitus,  we 
learned  the  ftate  of  the  profits  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  officers  and  clerks  in 
this  office ;  which  office  confifts  of 
th®  clerk  of  the  pells,  his  deputy 


and  firft  clerk,  and  fourteen  inferior1 
clerks. 

The  clerk  of  the  pells  is  appoint¬ 
ed  for  life,  by  a  confutation  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  the  commifi* 
fioners  of  the  treafury,  to  exercife 
his  office  either  by  himfelf  or  depu¬ 
ty.  In  confequence  of  this  privi¬ 
lege,  it  has  not  been  ufual,  for  ma¬ 
ny  years,  for  the  clerk  of  the  pells 
to  execute  any  part  of  the  bufinefs 
himfelf ;  the  deputy  tranfadis  the 
whole,  and  receives  and  accounts 
with  his  principal  for  all  the  profits 
that  belong  to  him.  The  clerk  of 
the  pells  receives  thirteen  diftnuft  al¬ 
lowances,  let  forth  in  the  return, 
amounting  to  1,603b  os.  ud,  paid 
to  him  by  order  or  debenture.  One 
of  them,  61b  13s,  4d,  is  inferted  in 
his  conftitution,  and  is,  together 
with  fix  more,  making  306b  is..8d. 
included  in  the  firft  lift  in  the  Ex* 
chequer  certificate,  and  therefore 
payable  out  of  the  civil  lift  :  the  re¬ 
maining  fix,  amounting  to  1,235'h 
5s.  1  id.  are  in  the  fecond  lift,  and 
therefore  payable  out  of  the  refpedl- 
ive  annuity  funds.  His  fees  upon 
the  receipt  confift  of  about  one- 
fourth  part  both  of  the  tally-court 
fees  and  of  the  treafury  allowance 
for  the  tallies  of  loan ;  a  certain  part 
of  both  of  which  is  appropriated  to 
his  clerk  of  the  introitus.  His  fhare 
of  thefe  fees  and  allowances  came  to 
194b  3s.  iofd.  His  fees  on  the 
ifllie  are,  like  thofe  of  the  auditor, 
a  poundage,  at  different  rates  for 
different  fervices,  paid  by  the  per*- 
fons  receiving,  according  to  a  table 
bung  up  in  the  office,  taken,  and 
varying  but  little  from  the  barons 
report ;  and  according  to  the  fame 
table,  fome  ancient  fees  are  taken 
for  the  entries,  enrollments,  and  ex¬ 
aminations  of  certain  inftruments. 
All  the  above  fees  amounted  to 
7,700b  28.  8d»  and  his  gratuities 

from 
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froffi  the  public  offices,  to  53b  is. 
which  made  his  grofs  receipt  9,4321, 
is.  6  d.  out  of  which  he  paid 
1,8341.  9s.  6d.  The  particulars  of 
thefe  payments  are  hated  in  a  re- 
turn  -i  .  t'ertcd  in  the  appendix,  and 
reduced  his  clear  receipt  to  7,597!. 

2S  *  ® 

'’be  deputy  aiid  fir fl  clerk  has  a 
falary  of  420I.  a  year  paid  to  him 
by  his  principal  :  his  fees  are,  a 
poundage  upon  one  head  of  iffue 
only,  that  is,  the  iffue  on  annuities, 
penftons,  &c.  at  the  rate  hated  in 
the  barons  report ;  and  aifo  fome 
other  fmall  fees  and  gratuities  enu¬ 
merated  in  the  account  ot  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  clerks  fees  in  the  appendix, 
amounting  to  283I.  6s.  id.  Thefe 
two  fums  were  reduced,  by  the 
payment  of  22I.  for  taxes,  to  the 
net  him  of  68 1 1.  6s.  id. 

The  clerk  of  the  introltus  has  a 
fhare  of  the  tally-court  fees,  and  of 
the  treafury  allowance,  and  forae 
other  fmall  fees,  allowances  and 
gratuities  ;  the  whole  producing 
348I.  93.  9fd.  reduced,  by  9I.  7s, 
for  taxes,  to  3  3 9I.  2s.  9-Id. 

The  reh  of  the  clerks  have  fala- 
ries,  from  50l.ro  120I.  paid  them 
b}-  the  principal,  and  a  few  of  them 
fome  fmall  fees  and  gratuities. 

From  a  hate  of  the  total  received 
and  paid  in  this  office,  the  fum  re¬ 
ceived  was  10,269b  19s.  2  id,  the 
net  fum  9,343b  13s.  9fd*  the  fum 
paid  by  the  public,  5,964b  4s.  9d. 
out  of  the  civil  lift,  732b  is.  3|d. 
and  from  individuals,  3,553b  13s. 
ad. 

From  the  return  made  to  our 
precept,  and  the  examinations  of 
Daniel  Wray,  William  Price,  Rich- 
ardWeltes,  and  Charles  Townftiend, 
eiqrs.  the  deputies  and  hrh  clerks 
of  the  right  hon.  earl  of  Hardwicke, 
the  ear!  of  Nonhington,  earl  Tem- 
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pie,  and  the  hon.  John  Jeffrey 
Pratt,  the  four  tellers  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  we  obtained  an  account  of  the 
emoluments  received  in  this  office. 

The  tellers  is  One  office  in  four 
divilions ;  each  confifting  of  a  teller, 
a  deputy  and  hrh  clerk,  two  offices 
executed  ,by  the  fame  perfon,  a  fe- 
cond  clerk  and  three  inferior  clerks ; 
in  all  twenty-four  perfonsi  The 
teller  is  appointed  for  life,  by  letters 
patent,  which  empower  him  to  ex¬ 
ecute  the  office  by  deputy  ;  and 
therefore  the  whole  bufinefs  of  thefe 
offices  is  now,  and  long  has  been, 
transacted  entirely  by  deputies.  The 
teller  himfelf  executes  no  part  of  it  ; 
he  does  not  colledf  his  own  profits  ; 
they  are  received  and  accounted  for 
to  him  by  his  deputy. 

Each  teller  receives  yearly  an  an¬ 
cient  falary  or  lee  belonging  to  this 
office  ;  the  fenior  33b  6s.  8d.  the 
three  juniors,  31b  13s.  a.d.  each* 
They  have  likewife  fix  annual  al¬ 
lowances  from  the  treafury  for  theit 
trouble  in  paying  the  annuities, 
which  are  equally  divided  among 
the  four  :  the  fhare  of  each  is  339E 
14s.  i~d.  Thefe  falaries  and  al¬ 
lowances  are  in  the  Exchequer  cer¬ 
tificate  ;  the  falaries  in  the  firft  lift, 
the  allowances  in  the  fecond.  The 
tellers  are  paid  nothing  upon  the 
receipt,  of  money;  their  fees  arife 
from  the  iffue,  and  confift  of  a 
poundage  on  iffues,  not  for  all, 
but  for  certain  fervices,  and 
different  for  different  fervices,  ac¬ 
cording  to  rates  fpecified  in  the 
table  of  fees  ftated  in  the  re¬ 
turn,  and  taken  from  the  barons 
report,  but  varying  from  it  in  the 
rate  on  the  iffues  for  the  extraordi  • 
naries  of  the  army,  as  before  men¬ 
tioned,  and  on  the  iffues  for  pen-1 
lions  and  fome  other  fervices, 
which,  though  fubjedt  to  fees  in 
(H  2)  that 
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that  report,  are  fince  exempted  by 
a6ts  of  parliament,  Thefe  fees  are 
divided  equally  amongll  the  four  tel¬ 
lers  ;  and  the  fhare  of  each  was 
7,038!,  13s.  o|d.  The  fum,  on 
the  iffue  of  which  thefe  fees  were 
taken,  was  near  16,000,000!.  the 
fum,  for  which  no  fees  were  taken, 
was  upwards  of  14,000.000!.  as  be¬ 
ing  exempt  either  by  acts  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  courtefy,  or  ufage.  The 
fum  fubjedt  to  fees  in  the  office  of 
the  tellers  exceeds  the  fum  fubjebt 
to  fees  in  the  offices  of  the  auditor, 
and  clerk  of  the  pells  ;  for  the  ba¬ 
rons  report  makes  the  fum  iffued  to 
the  navy,  (which  in  the  year  1780 
exceeded  6,ooo,oool.)  and  to  the 
ordnance,  liable  in  the  one,  and  not 
in  the  other.  The  falary,  and  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  allowances  and 
fees  which  conffitute  the  grofs  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  firft  teller,  amounted  to 
7,409!.  17s.  i^d.  out  of  which  he 
paid  for  clerks,  taxes,  gratuities, 
and  incidental  expences,  713I.  3s. 
4td  ;  the  remainder,  being  his  net 
receipt,  was  6,696!.  ns.  916. 

The  grofs  receipt  of  the  fecond 
teller,  confiding  of  the  like  articles, 
and  alfo  of  40I.  for  the  rent  of  a 
houfe  belonging  to  his  office,  was 
7,450b  2 s.  5|d.  his  payments  for 
clerks,  taxes,  and  incidents,  were 
772b  1 6s.  6d.  which  left  him  a  net 
receipt  of  6,677b  5s.  ir  d. 

The  grofs  receipt  of  the  third 
teller,  was  the  like  fum  :  his  pay¬ 
ments  were  742b  17s.  which  left 
him  a  clear  balance  of  6,707b  5s. 
5fd.  but  the  third  teller,  taking  to 
himfelf  a  portion  of  his  firfl  clerk’s 
fees,  amounting  to  i,io81.  15s.  7b. 
and  all  his  fecond  clerk’s  fees  (de¬ 
ducting  the  taxes),  being  1,337b 
ps.  id.  his  net  receipt  was  9,153b 
3s.  i£d. 

The  profits  of  the  office  of  the 


fourth  teller,  (which  were  divided 
between  Mr.  Townfhend,  the  late 
teller,  or  his  executors,  and  Mr, 
Pratt,  who  fucceeded  to  this  office, 
May2i,  1780)  were  7,51  ib  3s.73rd. 
there  dilutions  were  771b  os.  id. 
which  reduced  the  clear  receipt  to 
6,74c!.  3s.  6|d.  The  articles  com- 
poling  thefe  feveral  receipts  and  de¬ 
ductions,  and  thofe  which  follow 
relative  to  the  clerks,  are  enume¬ 
rated  in  the  return  traufmitted  to 
us  from  this  office. 

The  deputy,  as  fucb,  has  no  pro¬ 
fit  whatever  :  but,  as  fir  ft  clerk,  he 
has  fees  both  upon  the  receipt  and 
iffue  :  the  fees  upon  the  receipt  are 
called  bill-money,  and  are  in  con- 
fideration  of  his  writing  the  bills  : 
they  are  paid  according  to  an  an¬ 
cient  table  of  fees  ufed  in  the  office, 
and  hated  in  the  return  ;  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  barons  report,  hecaufe 
that  report  relates  to  the  fupplies 
granted  by  that  parliament  only* 
This  bill-money  is  divided  equally 
among  the  four  frit  clerks ;  the  fhare 
of  each  was  182b  9s. 

The  fees  upon  the  iffue,  are  a 
poundage,  after  a  certain  rate,  for 
certain  fervices,  according  to  the 
barons  report,  hmilar  to  that  of  the 
tellers,  with  the  like  variations  and 
exemptions :  thefe  fees  are  divided 
into  eight  equal  parts,  and  belong 
to  the  four  firffc  and  the  four  fecond 
clerks ;  the  eighth  part  or  fhare  of 
each  was  1,379b  12s.  id.  Each 
frit  clerk  receives  alfo  annually,  in. 
gratuities  from  public  offices,  46b 
4s.  Thefe  articles,  of  bill-money,, 
fees,  and  gratuities,  making  toge¬ 
ther  1, 608b  5s.  id.  was  the  grofs 
receipt  of  the  firft  clerks  to  the  three 
junior  tellers.  The  fill  clerk  to 
the  fenior  teller  received  more  ;  he 
had  the  allowance  of  339b  14s.  and 
230b  out  of  the  fees  of  the  fecond 
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clerk,  In  confideration  of  his  paying 
the  falaries  of  the  three  under 
clerks,  and  as  an  additional  recom- 
pence  of  his  care  and  trouble  in  the 
execution  of  his  office.  Thefe  fums 
increafed  his  grofs  receipt  to  2,1771. 
29s.  id.  out  of  which  he  paid  in 
taxes,  for  clerks,  and  other  ex- 
pences,  45 7I.  is.  reducing  thereby 
his  net  receipt  to  1,720!.  1 8s.  id. 
7  he  firit  clerk  to  the  fecond  teller 
reduced  his  receipt  of  i,6o81.  5s. 
id,  by  the  payment  of  51I.  14s. 
for  taxes  and  incidental  expences, 
to  1,556b  iis.  id.  The  fir  ft  clerk 
to  the  third  teller  paid  in  taxes  and 
gratuities  53I.  5s.  6d.  the  remaining 
fum  of  1554!.  19s.  yd,  he  did  not 
retain  to  his  own  ufe  :  he  is  allowed 
by  his  teller,  for  the  execution  of 
this  office,  a  falary  of  400I.  a  year, 
and  the  gratuities  of  46*1.  4s.  thefe 
he  retains  ,*  but  the  relidue,  being 
i,io81.  15s.  7d,  he  paid  to  the  third 
teller.  The  firft  clerk  to  the  fourth 
teller  paid  out  of  bis  receipt  73I.  5s. 
6d.  for  taxes  and  gratuities,  and,  in 
addition  to  the  falary  of  the  fenior 
under  clerk,  37I,  12s.  o|d.  being  at 
the  rate  of  100I.  a  year,  from  the 
2 1  ft  of  May,  the  time  of  Mr.  Pratt’s 
appointment,  to  Michaelmas  1780. 
Thefe  payments  reduced  his  clear 
receipt  to  1,517b  7s.  6ld. 

The  only  profit  appropriated  to 
the  office  of  the  fecond  clerk,  is  the 
eighth  part  of  the  fees  on  the  ifiues, 
which  was  1,379b  12s.  id.  The 
fecond  clerks  to  the  firft,  fecond, 
and  third  tellers,  never  attend  the 
office,  or  tranfadt  any  official  bufi- 
nefs  whatever  ;  the  firft  clerk  re¬ 
ceives  the  ffiares  of  the  fees  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fecond,  makes  the  ufual 
payments  out  of  it,  and  pays  the  re- 
fidue  to  fueh  perfon  as  the  teller  has 
named  as  his  fecond  clerk,  or  other- 
>vife  to  the  teller  himfelf.  The  pay- 
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ments  out  of  the  ffiar'e  of  the  fecond 
clerk  to  the  firft  teller,  were  42b 
15s.  for  taxes  and  incidents,  and 
230b  to  the  firft  clerk  ;  the  remain¬ 
der,  being  i,io61.  17s.  id.  was  paid 
to  the  father  of  the  fecond  clerk, 
who' was  under  age. 

Forty-two  pounds  fifteen  (hillings 
was  the  dedubfion  out  of  the  fees  of 
the  fecond  clerk  to  the  fecond  teller  : 
the  remaining  fum  of  1,336b  17s. 
id.  was  paid  to  the  fecond  clerk. 
The  (hare  of  the  fecond  clerk  to  the 
third  teller  was  reduced,  by  the 
payment  of  42b  10s.  for  taxes,  to 
1*3371.  23,  id.  the  whole  of  which 
was  paid  to  the  third  teller  him- 
felf. 

The  fecond  clerk  in  the  remaining 
divifion  has  been  in  a  fituation  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  reft.  During  the 
time  Mr.  Townfhend  was  teller,  his 
fecond  clerk  attended  the  bufinefs  of 
the  office,  who  received  the  fees 
belonging  to  the  fecond  clerk,  fub- 
jedt  only  to  the  payment  of  the 
taxes  ;  there  were  then  but  two 
clerks  more  employed  :  the  ffiare  of 
thefe  fees  that  accrued  in  Mr. 
Townfhend’s  life-time  was  8c ib  z-s. 
»d.  out  of  which  26b  ios»  6d.  the 
proportion  of  taxes,  being  paid, 
the  remaining  774b  11s.  7d.  was 
the  net  receipt  of  the  fecond  clerk 
to  Mr.  Townfhend.  The  fecond 
clerk  appointed  by  the  prefent  teller 
has  never  attended  ;  but,  out  of 
his  fees,  the  fenior  of  the  under 
clerks,  who  was  fecond  clerk  to 
Mr.  Townfhend,  is  allowed  400b 
a  year  :  his  (hare  of  the  fees  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  was 
5781.  10s.  out  of  which  was  paid 
15b  19s.  6d.  for  taxes,  and  150b 
8s.  2-rd.  being  fo  much  of  the  fa¬ 
lary  of  400b  as  accrued  between 
the  time  the  teller  was  appointed 
and  the  Michaelmas  following  3  the 
(H  3)  ‘  re- 
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remainder,  being  412I.  2s.  3|d.  was 
paid  to  the  father  of  the  teller. 

The  under  clerks  are  paid  by 
fuch  falaries  as  each  teller  thinks 
proper  to  allow  them  :  they  have 
no  fees ;  but  receive  feme  finall 
gratuities,  amounting  in  the  year 
to  about  20b  to  each  divifion. 

An  account  of  the  receipts  and 
payments  in  this  office  fhews  the 
grofs  receipt  to  be  41,772b  14s.  5b. 
and  the  net,  38,138b  13s.  2|d. 
29,272b  3s  4d.  is  paid  out  of  pub¬ 
lic  money;  150241.95.  out  of  the 
civil  lift ;  and  11,476b  2s.  id.  by 
individuals. 

A  return  wap  made  to  our  precept 
from  the  chamberlain’s  off  ce.  We 
examined  Abraham  Farley  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hammond,  efqrs.  deputies  on 
the  receipt  fide,  and  James  Gallo¬ 
way  and  George  Rofe,  efqrs.  de¬ 
puties  on  the  court  fide,  to  Monta 

fue  Burgoyne,  efq.  and  the  bon. 

rederick  North,  the  tvvo  chamber¬ 
lains  of  the  Exchequer.  We  re¬ 
ceived  alfo  a  return  from  Thomas 

e 

JLambe,  efq?  tally-cutter,  and  ex¬ 
amined  Mi%  Charles  Alexander,  his 
deputy. 

This  office  confab  of  three  di- 
yifions ;  the  receipt  fide,  or  tally 
court ;  the  court  fide  ;  and  the  tal¬ 
ly  cutter-s  office  :  it  is  compofed 
of  nine  perfons  ;  namely,  the  two 
chamberlains,  two  deputies  on  each 
fide,  one  under  clerk  on  the  court 
fide,  the  tally-cutter  and  his  deputy. 

The  office  of  chamberlain  is  held 
for  life  by  letters  patent,  with  pow¬ 
er  to  execute  it  by  deputy.  By  vir¬ 
tue  of  this  privilege,  thefe  two  offi¬ 
cers  interfere  not  in  any  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  this  office  ;  it  is  all  tranf- 
adfed  on  both  Tides  by  the  deputies. 
Each  chamberlain  is  entitled  to  two 
(annual  payments,  a  falary  of  52b 
js.  4d.  reduced,  by  taxes,  to  46b 
IjSo  and  13b  6?|  6d.  wardrobe- 


money,  reduced  by  fees  to  11L  I9§f 
i cd.  together  clear  38b  16s.  iod* 
The  two  falaries  are  in  the  fir  ft  lift  of 
the  Exchequer  certificate  ;  the  ward¬ 
robe-money  is  a  cuftomary  payment'. 
They  receive  neither  tee  nor  gra¬ 
tuity  ;  but  they  take  to  themfelves 
a  part  of  the  profits  of  both  their 
deputies.  The  fenior  chamberlain 
received,  out  of  the  fees  of  his  de¬ 
puty  on  the  receipt  fide,  70b  and 
out  of  the  fees  of  his  deputy  on  the 
court  fide,  256b  6s.  icd.  which  in- 
creafed  his  net  profits  to  385b  3s. 
8d.  The  junior  chamberlain  re¬ 
ceived,  out  of  the  profits  of  his  de¬ 
puty  on  the  receipt-fide,  232b  3s, 
2d.  and  on  the  court-fi.de,  274b  6s. 
iod.  which  made  his  clear  receipt 
385b  8s.  iod. 

The  two  deputies  on  the  receipt 
fide  have  each  of  them  ancient  fa¬ 
laries  ;  the  fenior  four,  amounting 
to  97b  a-year  5  the  junior  three$ 
together,  37b  a-year:  the  firft  lift 
pf  the  Exchequer  certificate  contains 
them  all :  they  are  alfo  entitled,  in 
equal  moieties,  to  one- fourth  part 
(wifh  fame  trifling  exceptions)  of 
the  fees  taken  in  the  tally-court ;  of 
which  the  (hare  of  each  deputy  was 
193b  1 7s.  3d.  each  of  them  received 
a  treafury  allowance  for  the  tallies 
of  loan,  70b  13s  3d.  and  from  the 
pay m after-general  of  the  forces,  a 
gratuity  of  3b  13s.  6d.  Thefe  fe- 
veral  items  produced  to  the  fenior., 
367b  4 s.  2d.  reduced  by  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  18b  1 8s.  6d.  for  taxes,  and 
70b  to  his  principal,  to  the  clear 
Turn  of  276b  3s.  8d.  and  produced 
to  the  junior,  323b  4s.  2d.,  reduced, 
by  the  payment  of  18b  15s.  6d.  for 
taxes,  to  306b  fs.  8d.  pf  which  fum 
he  retained  to  his  own  ufe  a  falary 
of  50b  allowed  him  by  his  principal 
for  the  execution  of  the  office,  the 
gratuity  of  3b  13s.  fcd.  and  a  firm 
of  about  ten  {hillings  more,  making,. 
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together,  54I.  3s,  6d,  the  remainder, 
being  252I.  5s.  2d.  he  paid  to  his 
principal. 

An  ancient  table  regulates  the 
fees  taken  in  the  tally-court,  and 
eftimates  them,  either  by  the  tally, 
or  by  the  fum  paid  in  :  they  are  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  perfons  who  take 
away  the  tallies,  and  are  divided  for 
the  moll  part  into  four  equal  por¬ 
tions,  one  of  which  belongs  to  the 
auditor  and  his  clerk,  another  to 
the  clerk  of  the  pells  and  his  clerk, 
a  third  to  the  two  deputy  chamber¬ 
lains  on  the  receipt-h.de,  and  a  fourth 
to  the  tally-cutter. 

The  two  deputies  on  the  court 
fide  have  each  an  ancient  faiavy 
of  five  pounds  a-year,  infer  ted 
in  the  firft  lift  of  the  Exchequer 
certificate;  and  are  entitled,  in  e- 
quai  moieties,  to  fees  paid  by  ac¬ 
counts  for  joining  tallies,  according 
to  an  ancient  table,  and  eftimated 
either  by  the  tally,  or  the  fum  to 
be  accounted  for ;  the  moiety  of 
thefe  fees  was  26 xl.  yd,  and  of  the 
treafury  allowance  for  the  tallies  of 
loan,  861.  18s.  qd.  together,  to  each 
deputy,  332I.  19s.  qd.  out  of  this 
fum,  the  deputy  to  the  fenior  cham¬ 
berlain  paid  1 61.  2s.  6d.  for  taxes, 
and  three  pounds  for  incidental  ex¬ 
pence  s  *,  which  reduced  the  clear 
receipt  to  33  3I.  16s.  lod.  of  this 
fum  he  retained  63I.  as  his  falary 
for  the  execution  of  the  office,  and 
12L  1  os.  for  the  under  clerk  ;  the 
refidue,  being  2651. 6s.  iod.  he  paid 
to  his  principal.  The  like  (hare 
of  the  deputy  to  the  junior,  was  re¬ 
duced,  by  the  like  payments  for 
taxes,  and  12I.  10s.  to  the  clerk,  to 
324I.  6s.  iod.  out  of  which,  re¬ 
taining  his  falary  of  50I.  he  paid  the 
remaining  274I.  6s.  lod.to  his  prin¬ 
cipal.  The  under  clerk  has  only 
z  falary  of  25 1.  a-year,  paid  to  him 
out  of  the  fees  of  the  deputies. 

The  tally-cutter  is  appointed  by 
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conftltution  from  the  commiffioners 
of  the  treafury,  during  pleafure  :  he 
executes  no  part  of  the  bufinefs  of 
this  office  himfelf ;  his  deputy  tranf- 
a£ts  the  whole  of  it :  he  has  a  falary 
of  5I.  10s.  a-year,  inferted  in  the 
firft  lift  of  the  Exchequer  certificate, 
and  received  an  allowance  from  the 
treafury  for  the  loan  tallies  .of  141I, 
6s.  6d.  which  two  fums  are  paid 
out  of  the  civil  lift  :  his  fourth  of 
the  tally  court  fees  amounted  to> 
3 661.  7s.  iod.  Thefe  fums,  mak~ 
ing  together  513I.  4s.  qd.  were  re¬ 
duced,  by  14I.  1 2§.  qd,  paid  for 
taxes,  and  57I.  is.  3d.  allowed  to 
his  deputy,  to  441 1.  10s.  qd.  clear 
receipt.  The  deputy,  in  addition 
to  his  falary,  received  from  the 
u flier  il.  ?os.  for  grinding  tools, 
and  il.  3s.  6d.  in  gratuities  ;  which 
made  his  net  receipt  59I.  14s.  qd. 

The  grofs  charge  of  this  office, 
comprehending  all  its  divifions,  is 
2,043!.  4s.  6d.  to  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  contributed  7I.  7s.  the  civil  lift 
75 81.  ics.  2d.  and  individuals, 
1,277!.  7s.  qd.  the  net  receipt  was 
1,917!.  6s.  qd. 

But  to  the  expence  created  by  this 
office,  muft  be  added  thofe  portions 
of  the  tally  court  fees,  and  the  trea¬ 
fury  allowances  for  the  tallies  of 
loans,  paid  to  the  auditor  and  the 
clerk  of  the  pells,  amounting  to¬ 
gether  to  1 ,02 1 1.  3s.  included  in 
the  accounts  of  the  profits  of  thofe 
offices  ;  which,  added  to  the  grofs 
fum  of  2,043!.  4s.  6d.  increafes 
the  total  expence  of  the  chamber® 
Iain’s  office  to  3,0641.  9s.  6d. 

The  return  of  the  hon.  Horace 
Walpole,  uflier  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  examination  of  Charles 
Bedford,  efq.  his  deputy,  fupplied 
us  with  a  ftate  of  the  emoluments 
of  this  office  ;  in  which  three  per¬ 
fons  are  concerned,  the  uffier,  the 
deputy,  and  the  clerk,  who  is  alfo 
yeoman  uflier, 
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The  uffier  is  appointed  for  life* 
by  letters  patent,  with  power  to  ex- 
ercife  this  office  by  deputy  ;  which 
power  it  has  been  ufual  for  the  uffier 
to  make  ufe  of ;  and  confequently 
the  bufmefs  of  this  office  is  t  ran  fart¬ 
ed  entirely  by  the  deputy.  The 
uffier  receives  feveral  fmall  half- 
yearly  fees  or  payments,  on  different 
accounts,  enumerated  in  the  re¬ 
turn,  and  amounting  in  the  year  to 
40I.  17s  8d.  but  his  principal  ad¬ 
vantage  is  the  profit  he  makes,  by 
fupplying  the  Treafury  and  Exche¬ 
quer  with  ftationary  and  turnery 
ware,  and  feveral  other  articles,  and 
the  Exchequer  with  coals,  and  by 
employing  the  workmen  who  do  the 
repairs  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
infide  of  the  Treafury.  There  is 
an  ancient  table  kept  in  the  offices 
of  the  auditor  and  the  uffier,  which 
contains  a  long  catalogue  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  furnifhed  by  the  uffier,  and  a 
certain  pfice  affixed  to  each  article  : 
the  uffier  is  allowed,  anti  charges 
government,  for  each  article  he  fur- 
niffies,  at  the  rate  ftated  in  this  ta¬ 
ble  :  but  this  table  does  not  contain 
all  the  items  he  provides ;  for  fuch 
as  are  not  included  in  it,  he  is  al¬ 
lowed  a  profit  of  forty  per  cent,  and 
on  the  workmen’s  bills  for  repairs 
he  has  a  profit  of  3s.  6d,  in  the  pound. 
The  total  of  thele  gains  was  5,2521. 
8s«  4’d.  and,  with  his  fees,  made 
his  grofs  receipt  5,2931.  6s.  cftd. 
His  dediuftions  were,  for  taxes,  4 7 61. 
5|d.  to  his  depury  a  falary  of  144I. 
and  one-third  of  the  poundage  on 
the  bills  for  repairs,  234I.  4s.  6d. 
to  the  clerk  a  falary  ol  50I.  and  to 
him  as  yeoman  u flier  3 61.  8s.  3d.  in 
fees  46I.  1 8s.  and  for  incidental  ex¬ 
pellees,  T05I.  14s.  led.  The  a- 
mouht  of  thefe  deductions  is  1C93I. 
6s.  old.  and  reduced  his  net  re¬ 
ceipt  to  4,20cl. 

The  deputy  received,  in  fees  from 
the  ftationers,  and  others,  145I.  5s. 


ud.  which,  added  to  his  falary, 
and  poundage  on  the  workmen’s 
bills,  made  523I.  ics.  3d,  from 
which,  4I.  being  deducted  for  taxes, 
his  net  receipt  was  519I.  10s,  56L 
The  clerk  received,  in  gratuities, 
76I.  is.  which,  with  his  falary  from 
the  uffier,  made  126L  is.  As  yeo¬ 
man  uffier,  he  received,  in  gratui¬ 
ties,  23I.  2s.  6d.  which,  with  the 
payment  from  the  uffier,  produced 
51I.  1  os.  qd.  together,  .8 ;1..  us. 
9d.  from  which  there  wras  no  deduc¬ 
tion.  Hence  the  grofs  expence  of 
this  office  was  555371.  15s.  5|d.  the 
net,  4,905b  23.  2d.  The  public 
contributed  1007L6S,  8£d.  the  civil 
lift,  4,285b  19s.  4d.  and  individu¬ 
als,  244I.  9s.  $d. 

By  the  return  tranfmitted  to  us 
from  the  office  of  the  paymafters  of 
Exchequer  bills,  and  from  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  Nathaniel  Barwrell,  efq, 
one  of  the  paymafters,  wre  obtained 
the  information  following  : 

This  office  is  executed  by  three 
paymafters,  a  comptroller,  an  ac¬ 
countant,  a  caftiier,  and  two  clerks  ; 
to  which  are  added,  a  houfe-keeper 
and  meffenger,  and  occafional  affift- 
ant  clerks.  The  paymafters  and 
comptroller,  and  the  houfe-keeper^ 
are  appointed  by  the  commiffioners 
of  the  treafury,  by  conftitution,  du¬ 
ring  pleafure  ;  the  reft  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  are  appointed. by  the  paymafters 
tliemfelves.  This  office  is  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  reft,  in  that  the. 
officers,  as  well  as  the  clerks,  are 
all  paid  by  falaries  only.  No  fee 
or  gratuity  whatever  is  taken  by  any 
of  them,  except  a  fmall  annual  fee 
ol  2I.  7s.  allowed  the  accountant 
for  making  up  his  year’s  account. 
Each  paymafter  has  an  annual  falary 
of  283I.  6s.  8d.  which  has  not  va¬ 
ried  fince  the  year  1736.:  he  pays, 
for  himfelf  aad  clerks,  34I.  3s.  4d. 
for  taxes ;  which  reduces  it  to  249L 
3s.  4d.  The.  .comptroller’s  falary 
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is  95.0I.  a-year ;  reduced,  by  the 
payment  of  4 1 1.  10s.  for  taxes,  to 
308!.  1  os.  The  falaries  of  the 
reft  are  paid  clear  of  deductions,  as 
Rated  in  the  return  :  all  oi  them  to¬ 
gether  amount  to  5,620!.  which  is 
paid  out  of  the  public  funds. 

From  the  account  of  the  contin¬ 
gent  expences  of  this  office,  they 
were  169I.  17s.  -ft.  paid  alfo  by 
the  public  ;  fo  that  the  grofs  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  office  to  the  public, 
was  1,792b  4s.  7d.  the  net  produce 
to  the  officers,  was  1,478!.  7s. 

That  the  total  amount  of  the  ex¬ 
pences  attending  the  receiving  and 
ilTuing  of  the  public  money  at  the 
receipt  of  his  majefty?s  Exchequer, 
may  appear  at  one  view,  we  fubjoin, 
in  the  appendix,  an  account  of  the 
totals  of  the  grofs  and  net  receipt 
by  the  officers  and  clerks  in  each  of 
thefe  branches  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  the  deductions  paid  thereout 
during  the  year  i  780.  From  whence 
it  appears,  the  grofs  fum  received 
by  all  of  them,  in  falaries,  fees,  and 
gratuities,  was  82,519b  16s.  6j  d. 
and  the  net  fum  75,863!.  19s.  32-d. 
The  fum  of  51,-3  il.  18s.  5ft!.  was 
paid  by  the  public  ;  8,008b  5 

out  of  the  civil  lift  ;  22,929b  15s. 
3d.  by  individuals;  and  3,867b 
12s.  51b.  for  taxes. 

Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  falaries, 
fees,  and  gratuities;  and  fuch  the 
authority  under  which  they  are  paid 
and  received  in  thefe  offices.  But 
the  aft.  enjoins  us  a  lhiil  farther  du¬ 
ty  ;  it  commands  us  a  to  report 
fuch  regulations,  as,  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  fhall  appear  expedient  to  be 
eftabliihed,  in  order' that  the  duties, 
taxes,  and  monies,  granted,  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  appropriated  for  the  public 
fervice  of  this  kingdom,  may  here¬ 
after  be  received  and  iffued  in  the 
manner  the  molt  beneficial  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  public.” 

Regulations  to  this  end  have,  in 


the  progrefs  of  this  enquiry,  offered 
themfelves  to  our  judgment ;  regu¬ 
lations  tending  to  introduce  that 
fyftem  of  ftrift  ceconomy  in  the  ad- 
mini  ft  ration  of  the  public  revenue, 
which  the  legiflature  has,  by  the 
aft,  determined  to  be  neceffary. 
By  “  ftrift  ceconomy, ”  we  appre¬ 
hend,  is  not  meant  fuch  as  either 
derogates  from  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  crown,  or  abridges  the 
fervant  of  the  public  of  the  due  re¬ 
ward  of  his  induftry  and  abilities  ; 
we  mean  an  ceconomy  that  fleers 
between  extreme  parfimony  on  the 
one  hand,  and  profufion  on  the 
other  ;  that  is  confident  with  juftice 
as  well  as  prudence ;  that  gives  to 
all  their  full  due,  and  to  none  more ; 
that  fupports  every  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceftary  eftablifhment,  but  curs  off 
and  reduces  every  fuperfluous  and 
redundant  expence.  Some  regula¬ 
tions,  built  upon  the  principle  of 
ceconomy  thus  defined,  have  for 
their  objefts  the  offices,  the  officers, 
and  their  emoluments. 

An  office  of  the  higheft  antiquity, 
that  has  l'ubfifted  for  ages  under  its 
prefent  form  ;  that  has  the  receipt 
and  cuftody  of  the  public  treafure, 
upon  the  due  adminiftration  of 
which  depends  the  national  credit 
and  fafety  of  the  realm  ;  an  office  of 
fuch  a  defcription  is  entitled  to  the 
utmoft  refpeft,  and  alterations  in  its 
eftablifhment  fhould  be  well  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  propofed  with  caution  and 
diffidence  :  but,  as  a  change  in  the 
manners,  cuftoms,  and,  above  all, 
in  the  finances  of  this  nation,  fince 
the  origin  of  this  office,  together 
with  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
times,  may  render  regulations  lie- 
ceffary,  we  have  judged  it  a  part  of 
our  duty  to  examine  into  the  receipt 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  a  view  to 
an  oeconomical  reform. 

The  office  of  the  chamberlains 
of  the  Exchequer,  however  import¬ 
ant 
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ant  in  ancient  times,  is,  at  this  day, 
occupied  principally  in  the  bufinefs 
of  the  tally j  which  is  the  official 
acquittance  to  perfons  paying  money 
into  the  Exchequer.  This  acquit¬ 
tance  has  various  formalities,  all 
calculated  to  prevent  the  poliibility 
of  a  forgery,  by  which  the  account¬ 
ant  might,  on  palling  his  accounts, 
be  discharged  of  a  fum  he  never 
paid. 

The  teller  is  obliged,  as  foon  as 
be  receives  money,  to  tranfmit  the 
bill  by  which  he  charges  himfeif 
with  that  receipt,  through  the  pipe 
into  the  tally  court ;  where  the  fol¬ 
lowing-officers  attend  :  ift,  the  tally- 
writer  ;  who  is  the  officer  of  the 
auditor,  and  takes  an  account  of  the 
fum,  and  writes  it  on  both  tides  of 
the  tally  delivered  to  him,  with  the 
fum  cut  upon  it  in  notches  by  the 
tally-cutter.  adly.  The  clerk  of 
the  imroitus  :  who  is  the  officer  of 
the  pells,  and  records  the  receipt  : 
and  3 d  1  y ,  the  two  deputy-chamber¬ 
lains  on  the  receipt-fi.de  who  fplit 
the  tally,  examine  and  compare  the 
two  parts  with  each  other,  and  with 
the  entry  made  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Introitus.  The  tally  is  delivered  to 
the  accountant ;  the  foil  is  deliver- 
ed  to,  and  kept  by,  the  deputy 
chamberlains  on  the  courtffide,  un¬ 
til  the  accountant,  being  about  to 
pad's  his  accounts,  brings  to  them 
the  account  of  his  payments  into  the 
Exchequer,  with  the  tallies  ;  thefe 
chamberlains  examine  the  account, 
join  the  tallies  with  the  foils,  mark 
both,  certify  upon  the  account  that 
the  tallies  are  received  and  joined, 
deliver  back  his  account  to  the  ac¬ 
countant,  keep  the  foil  in  the  office, 
and  fend  the  tally  to  the  clerk  of 
the  pipe.  In  this  operation  nine 
perfons  are  concerned. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the 
public  revenue  cannot  be  too  fafely 


guarded  agamfi  fraud  of  every  kind  ; 
but  if  a  mode  of  receipt  can  be  fub- 
ftituted,  fimilar  to  what  is  pradtifed 
in  other  offices,  equally  fecure,  and 
at  but  little  expence,  fuch  a  mode, 
demands  attention. 

If,  inftead  of  the  tally  court,  the 
clerks  of  the  auditor,  and  of  the 
pells,  were  to  attend  the  office  of 
the  tellers,  as  the  bank  clerk  does 
now,  and  take  an  account  of  the 
fums,  as  they  are  received  ;  if  ant 
indented  check  receipt  of  each  fum 
was  made  out,  compared  with  the 
entries,  and  marked  with  an  intra- 
tur  by  the  one  officer,  and  a  re- 
cordatur  by  the  other  ;  if  this  re¬ 
ceipt  was  produced  with  the  ac¬ 
count,  before  it  is  palled  and  ex¬ 
amined  with  the  counterfoil,  and 
the  account  compared  with  the  en¬ 
tries  in  the  office,  either  of  the  au¬ 
ditor,  or  the  pells,  and  the  truth  of 
it  certified  by  that  officer  ;  a  check 
thus  fenced  feems  to  be  as  effedtuaily 
fecured  againfi  forgery  as  the  tally, 
is  a  mode  more  fimpie,  and  can  be 
tranfadled  by  a  Angle  clerk.  Nor 
is  this  check  unknown  in  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  ;  the  bills  that  are  iffued 
every  year,  to  a  great  amount,  both 
in  number  and  value,  are  guarded 
by  the  check  indenture  and  coun¬ 
terfoil. 

The  other  bufinefs  of  this  office 
may,  without  injury  to  the  public, 
be  eafily  transferred  el fe where  :  the 
cufiody  of  one  of  the  keys  to  the 
tellers  chefts,  the  number  of  which 
ought  to  be  diminilhed,  may  be 
committed  to  the  auditor  ;  and  the 
cufiody  of  the  ftandard  weights  and 
meafures,  and  of  the  fiandard  pieces 
of  gold  and  filver,  caufing  little 
trouble,  and  that  but  feldom,  to  any 
other  office  in  the  Exchequer. 

Seeing,  therefore,  no  utility  ac¬ 
cruing  to  the  public  from  the  office 
of  the  ^hamberlaktSj  beyond  the  la- 
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tsourof  a  Angle  clerk,  but  on  the 
contrary,  a  con  fider  able  charge  in¬ 
curred  annually,  in  fupporting  two 
chamberlains,  and  a  tally-cutter, 
three  finecures,  at  the  expence,  in 
the  year  1780,  of  1,412!.  2s.  icd. 
and  the  whole  office  at  the  ex  pence 
of  3,064b  9s.  6d.  are  of  opinion, 
that  public  prudence  requires  the 
iuppreffion  of  this  office,  and  the 
lubftitution  of  another  kind  of  re¬ 
ceipt  in  the  place  of  the  rally. 

The  chief,  if  not  the  only  pre- 
fent  duty  of  the  ufher,  is  to  fupply 
the  treafury  and  Exchequer  with 
flationary  and  turnery  ware,  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles,  and  the 
Exchequer  with  coals,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  workmen  or  certain  repairs  ; 
he  is,  as  it  were,  a  faCtor  to  thefe 
offices  for  particular  neceffiaries  ,  on 
allwhich  he  has  a  profit.  The  amount 
.of  the  four  liberates,  which  con¬ 
tained  all  the  articles  provided  by 
him,  with  the  bills  for  repairs  in 
1780,  was  14,4401.  3s.  6d.  out  of 
which  the  profits  to  the  ufher  were 
5,232b  8s.  4d.  fo  that,  fuppofing 
all  thefe  articles  could  have  been 
purchafed,  and  the  repairs  done,  as 
cheap  without  the  intervention  of 
the  ufher  (and  no  realon  appears 
why  they  might  not)  the  public 
paid  14,44c!.  3s.  6d.  for  what  was 
really  worth  but  9, ;  87I-  13s.  2d. 
that  is,  near  forty  percent,  more  than 
they  would  have  paid,  had  no  fuch 
office  exifted  as  that  of  the  ufher.  n 

As  whatever  is -wanted  for  public 
ufe,  fhould  be  purchafed  at  the  firif 
hand,  and  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  may 
be,  we  think  it  lieceflary  for  the  public 
Sntereft,  that  the  office  of  the  ufher  of 
the  Exchequer  fhould  be  difcontinu- 
ed,as  expensive  and  unnecefTary;  and 
that  every  principal  officer  fhould 
procure  all  articles  requifite  for  his 
own  department,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  be  paid  by  the  public  an  an¬ 
nual  allowance  proportioned  to  the 
jyantft  of  his  office ;  a  method  now 


praClifed  in  the  pay m afle r - ge neral’s 
and  in  various  other  offices. 

The  teller’s  is  one  office,  at  the 
head  of  which  are  placed  four  offi¬ 
cers,  independent  of  each  other,  each 
prefiding  over  his  own  diftinCt  divi- 
iion,  but  none  of  them  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  execution  of  any  part  of 
the  bufinefs.  It  is  expedient,  that 
in  an  office  of  this  importance, 
fome  perlon  of  rank  and  refponfi- 
hility  fhould  prefide,  to  fuperintend, 
direCt,  and  controul,  the  execution, 
with  an  appointment  adequate  to  his 
confequence  and  ftation  in  the  offi¬ 
cial  fcale,  leaving  to  fub  or  dinars 
officers  and  mini  filers  the  laborious 
detail  of  the  execution  ;  but  no  ad¬ 
vantage  is  derived  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  from  placing  four  inoperative 
officers  ar  the  head  of  this  one  office, 
judging  then,  as  we  mu  ft  do,  fole- 
ly  by  the  rule  of  public  frugality, 
and  fuppofing  the  nation  to  ftand  in 
need  of  every  practicable  retrench¬ 
ment,  and  confequently  to  require 
the  redudfion  of  every  ui clefs  and  ex¬ 
penfive  office,  vve  are  led  necelfarily 
to  conclude,  that,  as  the  public  fer- 
vice  receives  no  afliitanee  or  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  labours  of  the  tellers, 
and  the  public  treafure  will  find  a 
confiderable  increafe  from  their 
emoluments,  the  public  intereft  re¬ 
quires  their  numbers  fhould  be 
reduced. 

Whatever  regions  there  may  be 
for  continuing  thefe,  and  other  offi¬ 
ces  mentioned  above  ;  whether 
drawn  from  policy  or  expedience  ; 
as  a  refource  for  a  reward  of  fer- 
vices,  in  preference  to  pen  lions  ;  or 
from  juftice,  for  continuing  them 
during  the  lives  of  the  prefent  pof- 
feflors  only,  in  favour  of  the  rights 
of  private  property,  or  whether  it 
would  be  proper  to  change  them  a- 
gain  from  offices  for  life  to  offices 
during  pleafure  ;  all  thefe  are  to¬ 
pics  not  within  the  limits  of  our 
commiffionj  but  for  the  difeyffion  of 
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the  legiflature  ;  whole  deliberations 
comprehend  arguments  drawn  from 
every  fource.  But,  in  whateverfhape 
they  may  be  permitted  to  continue, 
every  reafon  of  prudence  demands 
the  redudtion  of  their  emoluments, 
from  an  excels  to  a  re'afonable  limit¬ 
ed  ftandard. 

There  are  likewife  in  this  office  of 
the  tellers,  four  officers,  under  the 
denomination  of  fecond  clerks,  who 
are  merely  nominal,  without  atten¬ 
dance,  without  bufinefs,  care,  or 
trouble  ;  but  they  have  fees,  and  to 
no  inconfiderable  amount.  In  the 
year  1780,  the  total  of  them  was 
5,518!.  8s.  4d.  and  they  were  either 
paid  to,  or  to  the  ufe  of,  the  perfons 
named  to  thefe  offices,  or  increafed 
the  profits  of  the  tellers  themfelves. 
Whatever  pretenfions  a  fuperior  offi¬ 
cer  may  have  to  an  exemption  from 
duty  and  fervice,  a  fmecure  is  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  idea  of  the  condition 
of  a  clerk  in  office  ;  and  therefore 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  common 
fenfe  requires  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
offices  of  fecond  clerks  to  the  tellers. 

We  have  ranged  the  emoluments 
of  thefe  offices  under  the  heads  of 
falaries,  fees,  and  gratuities.  From 
our  examinatiofl  into  the  ftate  of  the 
falaries,  many  of  them  appear  to  be 
made  up  of  a  variety,  and  fometimes 
of  very  fmall  payments,  arifing  out 
of  different  funds.  Of  the  inferior 
clerks,  feveral  pay  over,  either  the 
whole  or  portions  or  their  falaries, 
or  fees,  to  increafe  the  profits  of 
other  clerks  ;  all  which  is  contrary 
to  that  fi mplicity  and  regularity  that 
ought  to  be  obferved  in  every  office, 
and  may  be  ealily  corrected  by  a  re¬ 
gulation  we  fliall  hereafter  propofe. 

The  fees  are  either  fums  paid 
for  tranfadling  particular  kinds  of 
official  bufinefs,  or  a  poundage  ; 
the  firft  fort  of  fees  fall,  in  many 
cafes,  very  heavy  upon  individuals: 
in  fome  cafes  they  fall  upon  the 


ublic  :  it  would  be  much  for  the 
enefit  of  both,  as  well  as  for  the 
honour  of  government,  that  all  per¬ 
fons  employed  in  the  public  fervice, 
and  wTho  mu  ft  of  neceffity  have  re- 
courfe  to  offices  for  inftrudfions, 
inftruments,  and  other  official  bufi¬ 
nefs,  eftential  to  the  execution  of 
their  employments,  ftiould  be  fur- 
niftred  with  all  neceffary  materials, 
and  have  their  bufinefs  done  in  every 
office,  without  fee  or  reward  :  the 
regulation  herein  after  fuggefted 
will,  if  adopted,  be  attended  with 
this  good  effedt. 

The  poundage  is  the  moft  fruit¬ 
ful  fource  of  fees  to  moft  of  the 
fuperior,  and  to  fome  of  the  inferior 
officers  ;  it  is  a  payment,  after  fome 
certain  rate  in  the  pound,  upon  the 
fum  received,  or  iftued,  or  contain¬ 
ed  in  fome  official  inftrument  made 
out  in  the  office,  and  delivered  to 
the  perfon  applying. 

In  ancient  times,  when  the  tranft- 
adtion  was  an  adlual  delivery  of 
money,  and  that  money  confifted 
of  coin  of  various  denominations 
and  values,  and  poffibly  dipt,  or  of 
doubtful  weight,  the  trouble  and 
attention  of  the  perfon  employed 
in  the  receipt  or  payment  increafed 
with  the  fum  ;  and  therefore  the 
poundage  was  a  mode  of  reward 
that  bore  a  proportion  to  the  labour : 
but  in  tbefe  times,  when  all  money 
tranfa diions  are  carried  on,  not  by 
the  medium  of  cafh,  net  by  the  tale 
or  weight  of  current  coin,  but  by  the 
fubftitution  of  paper,  by  cafh,  notes, 
draughts,  or  bills,  to  any  amount  ; 
fince  the  clear  and  conciie  method  of 
the  debtor  and  creditor  account  has 
been  fo  univerfally  introduced  to 
pradlice,  an  increafe  in  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  fums,  though  to  a  vaft 
amount,  is  the  addition  of  a  few 
figures,  or  of  a  few  entries,  only  ; 
and -the  increafe  of  trouble  arifing 
from  it  is  too  inconfiderable  to  be 
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edimated.  The  examination  of  Mr. 
Cowper,  who  attends  daily  at  the 
Exchequer  on  the  part  of  the  Bank, 
ihevvs  us  with  what  eafe,  perfpicuity, 
and  exaftnefs,  the  various  and  mod 
exteniive  receipts  and  payments  of 
the  public  revenue  are  tranfaffed 
there,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
Bank,  with  whom  the  principal  offi¬ 
ces  of  receipt,  and  feveral  of  the 
greater  accountants,  keep  their  cafh : 
the  tranfabtions  there,  of  each  day, 
are  carried  on,  not  in  coin  told  or 
weighed  by  the  tellers,  but  by  the 
interchange  of  cafh,  notes,  or  by  the 
bare  entries  of  the  dims  received 
and  paid  ;  and  that  account  being 
made  up  when  the  tranfaclions  of 
the  day  are  finidied,  the  balance 
only  is  either  taken  out  of,  or  de- 
polited  in  the  teller’s  chells,  in  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  or  labelled  bags  of 
cafh,  according  as  that  balance  turns 
out  in  favour  of,  or  againd  the  Bank. 

Befides  this  facility  in  conducing 
money  tranfablions,  a  courfe  of  years 
has  introduced,  and  very  rapidly, 
within  thefe  few  years,  another  al¬ 
teration,  mod  fenfibly  felt,  in  this 
payment  by  poundage.  In  its  fird 
edabliffiment,  the  revenue  of  this 
kingdom  was  not  condderable,  and 
the  profits  of  the  poundage  exceed¬ 
ed  not  the  earnings  of  the  officer  ; 
but  in  thefe  latter  times,  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  date  have  required  a 
revenue  far  beyond  the  imagination 
of  our  ancedors.  In  the  year  un¬ 
der  our  contemplation,  the  receipt 
of  the  Exchequer  was  31,82  i,  195I. 
the  iffue,  30,384,838b.  on  near 
i6,ooo,ocol.  was  a  poundage  paid 
to  different  branches  of  that  office,  a- 
mounting,  as  much  of  it  as  we  could 
extradd  from  the  returns,  and  which 
is  not  the  whole,  to  62,223b  of 
which  much  the  greated  parr  was 
paid  to  officers  for  trail  fading  either 
very  little,  or  no  bufinefs  at  all. 
The  total  of  the  emoluments  accru- 
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Ing  in  that  year  to  the  ineffective 
officers  of  the  Exchequer,  amount- 
ed  to  45,3321. 

But  the  excefs  of  this  poundage 
reaches  beyond  the  fuperior  clad* 
it  fwelled  the  profits  of  a  Angle  of¬ 
ficer,  not  the  principal  in  the  depart¬ 
ment,  to  a  fum  nearly  equal  to 
what  fupported  an  entire  office  of 
equal  expenditure  for  a  whole  year. 
The  net  adual  receipt  of  the  cafhier 
alone,  in  the  pay-office  of  the  army, 
was  7,175b  9s  6d.  the  net  receipt  of 
the  whole  pay-office  of  the  navy  was 
7,938!.  and  it  would  have  been  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  the  cafhier,  had  he  at 
the  time  of  his  examination  received 
the  whole  of  his  income  for  that  year. 

Since  then,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
improvements  of  the  age  have  taken 
away  the  foundation  upon  which  this 
fpecies  of  reward  was  built,  it  is  but 
reasonable  the  fuperdrudure  fhould 
fall  with  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  exigencies  of  the  age  having 
converted  what  was  defigned  to  be 
the  reward  of  indudry,  into  the 
means  of  rendering  fome  offices  lu¬ 
crative  to  excels,  and  of  fupporting 
others  that  are  ufelefs  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  lubjed  has  a  right  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  of  that  burthen  :  and  there¬ 
fore  we  are  of  opinion,  that  all 
poundage  fees,  of  every  kind  w’hat- 
foever,  fhould  be  fuppreffed,  and 
totally  abolillied  :  and  of  this  opi¬ 
nion  was  the  privy  council  ;  who, 
by  their  order  in  the  year  ibqq, 
above  alluded  to,  fliewed  their  fenfe 
of  a  poundage,  by  direfling  it,  in 
indances  therein  mentioned,  to  be 
fuppreffed  in  the  office  of  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy. 

The  remaining  head  is  that  of 
gratuities  ;  a  fpecies  of  emolument- 
very  liable  to  abufe  :  it  may  be  a  re¬ 
ward  for  civility,  favour,  or  extra 
fervice  ;  it  may  abb  be  the  purchafe 
of  undue  preference,  expedition, 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  of  procraftina- 

tion. 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


tt6 

item,  Flowing  at  firft,  from  the 
liberality  of  opulence,  the  often ta- 
tion  of  vanity,  ,or  the  beftgn  of  cun¬ 
ning,  it  very  foon  a  flumes  the  name 
of  cuftom,  and  becomes  a  claim, 
fubmitted  to,  to  avoid  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  meannefs,  and  frequently  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  contradf- 
ed  circumftances  :  nor  is  it  confined 
to  individuals  only  ;  the  public  pay 
their  (hare  :  in  the  payments  out  of 
the  deductions  of  twelve  pence  in 
the  pound,  there  are  two  articles, 
making  633b  12s.  8d.  diftributed  by 
the  pay mafter  general  of  the  forces 
in  gratuities.  The  public  voice 
unites  with  that  of  individuals,  in 
demanding  a  fuppreffion  of  a  fpecies 
of  emolument  lo  eafily  perverted 
to  purpofes  injurious  to  the  intereft 
of  both. 

But  there  is  one  other  fort  of 
gratuity,  that  requires  particular  ob- 
fervation  ;  that  is,  what  is  paid  to 
the  officers  and  clerks  in  the  pay- 
offices  of  the  navy  and  army,  for 
carrying  on  and  making  up  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  treafurer  and  pay- 
mafter  general  after  their  refigna- 
tion.  It  fhould  feem,  that  in  every 
office  of  accounts,  the  balancing 
the  books  every  year,  and  as  foon  as 
poftihle  after  the  expiration- of  that 
year,  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  the 
perfons  employed  in  that  office  ;  or 
difficulty,  eonfufion,  and  ignorance 
of  the  real  ftate  of  their  accounts, 
muff  enfue ;  it  is  an  effential  part 
of  their  conftant  yearly  bufmefs, 
for  which  their  annual  ftipends  are 
or  fhould  be  an  adequate  reward  ; 
and  the  prefiding  officer  is  bound  to 
fee  that  this  bufinefs  is  done.  But 
in  thefe  two  offices  a  different  fyflem 
has  prevailed  :  during  the  time  the 
trealurer  or  paymafter  general  has 
continued  in  office,  not  one  of  his 
3rear’s  accounts  has  been  ever  made 
up  ;  it  has  been  the  intereft  of  the 
officers  not:  to  make  them  up  :  if 


they  had,  it  muft  have  been  confix 
dered  as  part  of  their  official  buffi 
nefs,  and  paid  for  by  their  yearly 
emoluments  ;  but,  by  delaying  it 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  they  crave, 
on  the  ground  of  cuftom,  and  ob¬ 
tain  of  the  treafury,  a  fpecial  allow¬ 
ance  for  this  bufinefs,  as  for  extra- 
fervice  they  were  not  bound  to  per¬ 
form.  The  final  accounts  of  Lord 
Holland,  ending  in  June  1763,  are 
at  length  near  being  clofed  ;  and 
the  treafury  allowance  for  making 
them  up  has  been  craved  and  allow¬ 
ed.  This  recent  tranfaftion,  com¬ 
pleted  fince  the  iffuing  our  precept 
for  an  account  of  thefe  allowances, 
confifts  of  the  memorial  to  the  trea¬ 
fury  by  the  adling  executor  of  Lord 
Holland;  thediftribution of  1  i,32oL 
amongft  the  officers,  and  the  fum 
of  3 66 5 1-  ics.  6d,  for  incidental 
charges,  craved  by  the  memorial  5 
and  his  majefty’s  warrant  autho- 
rifing  thefe  allowances.  If  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  this  office  laft  year  equalled 
the  profits  of  the  preceding  year, 
as  they  probably  did,  the  addition  of 
this  allowance  would  have  increafed 
the  adfual  net  receipt  of  the  whole 
office  to  34,88 1 1.  is.  8d,  and  that 
of  the  cafhier  only  to  9,825b  19s* 
6d.  and  if  he  had  received  all  his 
fees,  to  1 1039b  1 3s. 

The  memorial  ftates  u  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  intricate  and  volrn 
minous,  and  to  amount  to  above 
43,900,000k  notwithftanding  which, 
they  have  been  made  up  by  the 
officers  and  clerks  mentioned  in  the 
diftribution,  without  any  expence  to 
the  public  for  additional  affiftance 
or  allowance.”  If  they  have  been 
made  up  in  the  courfe  of  thele  laft 
years,  the  load  of  annual  current 
bufinefs  in  this  office,  during  the 
time  of  Lord  Holland,  could 
have  been  no  impediment  to  their 
being  made  up  at  that  time,  or  foon 
after  his  refignation,  and  with  much 

greater 
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greater  eafe,  whilft  the  tranfadlions 
were  recent  and  freih  in  their 
memories. 

There  hill  remain  to  be  made  up 
the  accounts  of  four  treafurers  of 
the  navy,  to  the  amount  of 
58,944,588!.  and  of  three  pay- 
mailers -general  of  the  forces,  a- 
mounting  to  4,666,875!.  exclufive 
of  the  treafurer  and  paymafler- 
general  in  office  ;  to  the  firfl  of 
whom  has  been  iffiued,  40  the  30th 
of  September,  1780,  16,781,2171. 
and  to  the  latter,  to  the  end  of  the 
fame  year,  43,253,911!.  and  not 
one  year’s  account  of  either  is  com¬ 
pleted.  So  that  of  the  money  iffued 
to  the  navy,  75,725,805!.  and  of 
the  money  iffiied  to  the  army, 
47  tg  20, 7  861,  together  123,646, 59  il. 
(not  including  10,647,188!.  iiiued 
to  the  navy,  and  8,121,000b  to  the 
army,  to  the  end  of  the  lad  year) 
is  as  yet  unaccounted  for  ;  and  for 
the  making  up  of  thefe  accounts,  if 
this  cuftom  is  fuffered  to  continue, 
nine  more  gratuities  are  to  be  craved 
of  the  public.  How  much  then 
does  it  behove  them  that  this  evil 
fhould  be  corrected  !- — An  evil 
that  furnifhes  another  weighty  rea- 
fon,  in  addition  to  thofe  urged  in 
■our  former  reports,  for  proceeding 
immediately  to  bring  forward  the 
long  arrears  in  the  accounts  of  thefe 
offices,  in  order  for  their  lpeedy 
completion. 

Having  thus  hated  the  mifchiefs 
attending  the  prefent  eflablifhment, 
both  to  the  public  and  individuals, 
and  the  reafons  for  abolifhing  the 
multifarious  emoluments  by  which 
thefe  offices  are  now  fupported,  it 
remains  for  us  to  propofe  fuch  a 
regulation,  as  appears  beh calculated 
to  avoid  the  like  mifchiefs,  and  moft 
beneficial  to  the  public  fervice. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
place  of  all  thefe  falaries,  fees,  and 
gratuities,  there  fhould  be  fubfti- 


luted  and  annexed  to  each  of  thef® 
offices,  of  whatever  rank  or  denomi¬ 
nation,  one  certain  falary,  paid  to 
the  officer  by  the  public  quarterly 9 
and  free  of  all  deductions  :  this  fala¬ 
ry  fhould  be  an  ample  compenfatioa 
for  the  fervice  required ;  and  the 
quantum  eftimated  by  the  various 
qualifications  and  circumhances  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  execution,  and 
which,  together,  form  the  title  to 
reward. 

By  this  regulation  the  officer  will 
know  his  income,  the  public  will 
know  their  expence,  and  uniformity 
and  equality  will  be  introduced  in 
the  provifions  for  officers  of  equal 
rank  and  flatten  in  limilar  offices. 
The  induflry  of  fome  perfons  re¬ 
quires  the  fpur  of  profits  continually 
flowing  in,  or  the  hopes  of  increafe : 
others  prefer  the  certainty  of  a 
known,  fure  income,  paid  at  Bated 
times.  No  arrangement  can  fuit 
the  difpofitions  or  occafions  of  all 
men  ;  but  time  and  ufage  will  foon 
reconcile  one  reafonable.  rule,  ex¬ 
tended  through  thefe  departments 
of  government. 

Notwithflanding  this  regulation 
throws  upon  the  public  the  whole 
expence  of  thefe  offices,  which  are  at 
prefent  fupported  in  part  by  indi¬ 
viduals,  yet,  by  adopting  it,  that 
whole  expence  will  become  lefs  than 
the  fum  it  now  coils  the  public  ; 
for  that  fum  is  fo  great  as  to  afford 
every  liberal  falary,  and  yet  leave 
no  inconfiderable  faying.  Not  that 
this  is  the  only  faving  prnpofed  by 
the  regulation  :  the  public  at  pre¬ 
fent  bear  a  much  greater  {hare  of 
the  burthen  than  is  obvious  at  the 
firfl  view.  Befides  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties  paid  by  public  offices,  and  re¬ 
funded  to  them  out  of  public  money, 
many  payments,  though  made  by 
individuals,  are  charged  by  them 
ultimately  to  the  account  of  the 
public.  For  inilance,  the  contra©* 
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tor,  when  he  calculates  the  terms 
upon  which  he  may  fafely  engage 
with  government, mull:  edimate  every 
article  of  profit  and  lofs  confequen- 
tial  to  his  bargain  :  to  the  account 
of  the  latter,  he  places  all  his 
charges,  and  among!!  them  the  long 
catalogue  of  fees,  certain  and  uncer¬ 
tain.  The  fir!!  he  knows  ;  the  laft 
he  will  calculate  not  to  his  own  dif¬ 
ad  vantage  ;  and  if  by  them  he  can 
procure  credit,  or  preference,  or 
expedition,  he  will  charge  them  to 
government  at  their  full  price.  If 
this  head  of  various  expences  was 
blotted  out  of  his  column  of  charges, 
by  fo  much  would  the  terms  of  his 
contradt  be  more  favourable  to  the 
public. 

But  befides  this,  fo  very  various 
and  extenfive  are  the  operations  of 
government,  that  the  number  of 
perfons  employed  in  their  fervice 
con  dilute  a  very  confiderable  body 
of  the  people  ;  and  their  relief  is  a 
public  concern.  If,  by  difcharging 
an  office,  at  prefent  paid  by  a  falary, 
from  thofe  fees  and  deductions  to 
which  it  is  now  fubjedt,  that  falary 
iliould  become  greater  than  the 
office  ought  in  reafon  to  have  an¬ 
nexed  to  it,  it  may  eafily  be  regu¬ 
lated,  and  reduced  to  its  proper 
dandard. 

We  have  faid  the  falary  Iliould  be 
paid  free  of  all  deductions  ;  that  is, 
as  far  as  it  is  confident  with  the  laws 
in  being.  The  falaries  and  fees  of 
office  are  at  prefent  fubjedt,  by  three 
adts  of  parliament,  to  the  land-tax, 
the  fixpenny  and  one  Hulling  duties. 
Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  above 
liate  of  the  official  profits,  will  not 
wonder  they  fhould  be  deemed  by 
the  legillature  a  fit  fubjedt  of  taxa¬ 
tion  ;  and,  under  the  fyftem  then  in 
ufe,  no  O' her  mode  of  taxation  could 
well  be  contrived,  but  that  adopted 
in  thofe  adts,  though  attended  with 
inequality,  and,  in  many  cafes, 


with  hardlhip.  Had  one  known 
falary  been  at  that  time  the  pay  of 
office,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  date 
required  the  aid  of  every  fubjedt, 
in  proportion  to  his  faculties,  it  is 
poifible  a  diminution  of  the  falary 
belore  it  Blued,  might  have  appear¬ 
ed, a  more  eligible,  more  equal,  and 
lefs  expenfive  mode  of  taxation, 
than  paying  it  entire  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  then  bringing  back 
again  a  part  of  it,  delayed  and  de¬ 
falcated  by  a  variety  of  deductions 
in  its  circuit ;  but,  as  it  is,  the 
fums  at  prefent  affeffed  upon  thefe 
offices  mud  continue  to  be  paid  ; 
becaufe,  otherwife,  in  the  land-tax, 
it  will  occafion  a  deficiency  in  the 
fum  to  be  railed  by  that  divifion  in 
which  the  office  is  affeffed  ;  and,  in 
the  other  duties,  it  will  diminifh 
the  funds  created  by  thofe  acts,  and 
confequently  the  fecurity  of  the 
creditors  upon  thofe  funds.  The 
land-tax,  and  dluties,  are  now  paid 
by  the  officers,  at  dated  times,  to 
the  collectors  and  receivers.  If  the 
mode  of  payment  by  a  clear  falary 
is  adopted,  the  total  fum,  now  af- 
fefied  upon  all  the  officers  in  one 
office,  may  dill  continue  to  be  paid 
as  one  fum,  in  like  manner,  out  of 
the  fame  fund  with  the  falaries 
themfelves. 

We  have  laid  the  falaries  ffiould 
be  annexed  to  the  office  :  it  ought 
to  be  a  full  and  competent  recoin- 
pence  for  the  execution,  and  no 
more.  The  whole  of  it  ought  to 
be  paid  to  the  perfon  who  executes, 
independent  of  the  officer  who  pre- 
fides,  but  who  fiiould  dill  retain  the 
fame  power  of  appointment,  and  the 
fame  controul  that  he  now  exercifes 
over  the  inferior  officer.  Where  the 
profits  exceed  what  the  officer  is  in 
reafon  entitled  *  to,  the  overplus 
fhould  be  abolifhed,  and  the  public 
reap  the  benefit,  not  a  perfon  who 
earns  no  part  of  it. 
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Ih  the  pay-office  of  the  army, 
fotne  of  the  offices  of  the  deputy 
paymasters  abroad  are  linecures  : 
though  deputies  themfelves,  they 
execute  thefe  offices  by  their  depu¬ 
ties,  being  themfelves  engaged  in 
■very  different  employments  under 
government. 

Xnftances  are  not  wanting,  in  all 
thefe  offices,  to  warrant  this  regular 
tion  of  payment  by  a  fa] ary.  The 
treafurer  of  the  navy  and  his  pay- 
maffer,  the  paymafter-general  of  the 
forces,  the  paymasters  of  exchequer 
bills,  and  their  officers,  are  all  paid 
by  falaries  only  ;  and  why  the  fame 
rule  may  not  be  extended  to  the 
reft,  no  fufficient  reafon  has  hither¬ 
to  occurred  to  us.  It  might  feem 
too  fanguine,  to  fuggeft  how  far  this 
rule  may  be  applied  to  other  offices, 
without  a  previous  examination  into 
their  peculiar  circumftances  ;  and 
yet  the  advantage  it  holds  out  to  the 
public,  its  iimplicity,  and  aptitude 
to  be  accommodated  to  all  offices, 
however  diftinguifhed,  afford  great 
reafon  to  believe  it  may  be  applied 
to  every  department  of  government. 

The  principle  of  (economy  by 
which  we  have  been. guided,  has  led 
us  to  the  conclulions  we  have  form¬ 
ed,  and  the  regulations  we  have 
fubmitted  to  the  wifdom  ol  parlia¬ 
ment  :  conclulions  ftridtiy  deduced 
from  that  principle,  and  regulations 
made  neceffary  by  the  preffing  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  times. 

Guy  Carletqn,  (L,  S.) 
T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Piggott,  (L.S.) 

Rich.  Neave,  (L.S.) 
Sam. Beachcrcft,  (L.S.) 

Geo.  D  RUMMOND,  (L.  s.) 
Office  of  accounts,  Surry- 
Jirect ,  qth  of  February , 
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The  feventh  Report  of  the  Comm  if- 
f  oners  appointed  to  examine ,  taket 
and  fate  the  public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom . 

P refentcd  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (fit 
the  igth  of  June}  17824 

TH  E  adt  of  the  laft  feffion  of  parli* 
ament,  for  continuing  and  ah 
mending  the  adt  of  the  preceding  feffi¬ 
on,  by  which  we  were  firft  appointed, 
having,  by  a  particular  claitfe,  “  au- 
thorifed  and  impowered  us  to  exa^* 
mine  the  fevcral  accounts  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  fervices  incurred  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament,  which, 
have  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
commons  lince  the  1  ft  of  January, 
2776  we  coiifidered  that  claufe 
not  as  imperative  upon  us,  to  ftop 
lliort  in  the  purfuit  we  were  at  that 
time  engaged  in,  under  the  autho- 
nty  of  the  former  adt,  and  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  thefe  accounts;  but  rather 
as  the  delignation  of  a  fubjedt,  le« 
ledted  from  among  the  numerous 
objedfs  committed  to  us  in  general 
terms  by  the  firft  adt,  as  the  next 
for  our  confideration,  after  we 
fhould  have  completed  the  enquiries 
we  were  then  purfuing.  Thofe  en¬ 
quiries  being  finifhed,  We  have,  in 
obedience  to  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature,  thus  fignified  to  us,  di- 
redted  our  attention  to  the  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  fervices  incur¬ 
red  and  not  provided  for  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  have  been  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons  iince  the  ift 
of  January,  1776. 

In.  this  wide  field,  where  the  ob- 
jedts  are  fo  numerous,  fo  various, 
and  fo  complicated,  we  have,  in  our 
choice  of  the  fubjedf,  been  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  public  voice,  as  far  as 
( I )  .  we 
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we  have  been  able  to  col  left  it,  and 
have  felefted  for  our  enquiry,  as 
much  fufpefted  of  abufe,  that  part 
of  the  public  money  granted  for 
the  extraordinary  fervices  of  the  ar- 
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any,  which  has  been  expended  in 
North  America;  endeavouring  to 
trace  it  from  its  ifdue  out  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  to  the  final  difpofitiori  of 
it  in  that  country,  with  a  view  to 
difcover  whether  any  part  of  it  has 
been,  and  by  what  means,  inter¬ 
cepted  in  its  palLge,  or  diverted  in 
its  application. 

We  entered  upon  this  enquiry, 
fenfible  of  many  obvious  and  dif- 
couraeins:  difficulties  in  our  way. 
This  money  is  expended  in  a  diftant 
country  :  the  evidence  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  eircumilances  of  every  tranf- 
aftion  of  expenditure  is  in  that 
country ;  except  where,  in  a  few 
infiances,  we  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  apply  to  an  accountant 
himfclf,  who  has  either  palled  his 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors' 
of  the  imp  reft,  or  brought  in  his 
hand  his  vouchers,  fair  and  regu¬ 
lar  upon  the  face  of  them.  By 
what  means  then  are  we  to  detedt 
(if  fuch  there  has  been)  peculation, 
fraud,  or  mifapplication  ? 

.  We  admit  no  charge  agalnil  per¬ 
sons  abroad,  who  have  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  being  heard  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  we  are  carpious  that  our 
examination  does  not  lead  to  felf- 
.accufiation.  Thus  deflitute  of  the 
proper  evidence,  and  with  do  un- 
promifmg  a  prplpeft  before  us,  we 
■let  out  in  iearch  of  fuch  materials 
as  we  could  find,  and  as  the  nature 
.and  eircumilances  of  the  fubjeft 
would  afford. 

We  extracted  from  the  journals, 
.and  from  the  accounts  presented  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  fums 
granted  for  the  extraordinary  ler- 
vices  of  the  army  every  year,  from 
the  ift  cf  January,  1776,  to  the 
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31ft  of  December  lafl.  The  total 
of  thefe  fums  is  19,302,9691,  2s.  8d„ 
We  obtained,  by  requifition  from 
the  office  of  the  pay mafler- general 
of  the  forces,  an  account  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  blued  to  mefifs.  Harley  and 
Drummond,  purfnant  to  his  majef- 
ty’s  warrants,  for  the  extraordinary 
fervices  of  his  maiefly’s  forces  ferv- 
ing  in  North  America,  during  the 
fame  period.  This  fum.  amounts 
to  ic, 083,863!,  2 si  6d, 

We  proceeded,  in  the  next  place, 
to  inquire  by  what  means  this  mo¬ 
ney  palled  to  North  America  :  of 
this  we  received  information  from 
Thomas  Neale,  efq.  the  agent  in 
London  to  mefifs.  Harley  and 
Drummond,  who  are  engaged  in  a 
contract  with  government  to  make 
thefe  remittances  for  a  corn  million 
of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  clear  of 
all  fees*  of  office,  and  expence  of 
tranfpprtation.  All  this  money 
paifes  from  the  Exchequer,  through 
the  hands  of  the  pay m after-general 
of  the  forces,  to  the  remitters,  and 
from  them  to  their  agents  in  North 
America  ;  who  pay  it  to  the  deputy 
pay  mailer-general  of  the  forces  re- 
fiding  in  that  country.  It  paffes 
from  the  Exchequer  to  the  remitters, 
in  the  following  manner: 

When  the  commander  in  chief  in 
Noiah  America  fends  to  the  agents 
a  requifition,  fpecifying  a  certain 
fum  to  be  wanted  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervices  of  the  army  for  the 
enduing  quarter,  the  agents,  in  con- 
deque  nee  of  this  requifition,  draw- 
bills  upon  the  remitters,  and  tranf- 
mit  to  them  the  requifition,  with  a 
Hit  of  the  hills  annexed ;  upon  the 
receipt  of  which,  the  remitters  ap¬ 
ply,  by  memorial,  to  the  lords 
commimoners  of  the  treafury,  for 
money  to  extinguifh  thole  bills,  and 
receive  from  them  a  warrant  upon 
the  pay  mailer-general  of  the  forces 
for  the  payment  of  a  fum  upon  ac¬ 
count, 
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count,  for  the  ufe  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  North  America  :  this  war¬ 
rant  being  fatisfied  by  the  iffue  from 
the  Exchequer  to  the  paymafter-ge¬ 
neral,  in  confequence  of  a  treafury 
letter,  and  order  of  the  auditor,  the 
paymafter-general  gives  to  the  re¬ 
mitters  his  draught  for  it  upon  the 
Bank.  If  the  commander  in  chief 
makes  no  requifition,  the  agents 
themfelves  fend  to  the  remitters  an 
account  of  what  money  will  be  want¬ 
ed  ;  and  they  apply  for  it  to  the 
treafury,  and  receive  it  in  like  man¬ 
ner  from  the  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  this 
money  goes  from  the  remitters  into 
the  hands  of  their  agents  :  the  one  is 
by  bills  thus  drawn  by  them  upon 
the  remitters  ;  which  bills  they  re¬ 
ceive  the  value  for  there,  and  the 
remitters  difcharge,  when  prefent- 
ed  to  them  in  London  :  the  other 
is  by  fending  out  to  them  abtual 
ca(h  ;  this  is  done  according  to  fpe- 
cial  directions  given  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  lords  of  the  treafury  to  the 
remitters,  whenever  it  becomes  ne- 
ceffary  to  fupport  the  exchange  by 
increafing  the  quantity  of  current 
cafli  in  the  hands  of  the  agents. 

Having  thus  traced  the  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  pay¬ 
mafter-general  abroad,  our  next  ftep 
was  to  fee  by  what  means,  and  for 
what  purpofes,  ir  was  taken  out  of 
his  hands  :  lieutenant-general  lir 
William  Howe,  late  commander  in 
chief  of  his,  majefty’s  forces  in 
North  America,  and  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  earl  Cornwallis,  fupplied  us 
with  this  information. 

This  money  cannot  be  iffued  by 
the  deputy  paymafter-general,  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  exercifed  either  by  him- 
feif,  or  by  fome  general  officer,  to 
whom  he  has,  from  neceffity,  dele¬ 
gated  that  authority.  There  are 
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certain  departments  in  the  army,  to 
the  preftding  officers  of  which  is 
entrufted  the  expenditure  of  fo  much 
of  the  public  money  as  the  fervice 
of  thoie  feveral  departments  re¬ 
quires,  and  who  are  accountable  to 
the  public  for  all  they  receive. 
Thefe  officers  are,  the  fecretary  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  provincial  forces,  the 
quarter-mafter  general,  the  barrack- 
mailer -general,  the  commiffary-ge- 
neral,  the  chief  engineer,  the  fu« 
perintendant  of  Indian  affairs,  the 
biidge-mafter,  the  purveyor  of  the 
hofpital,  and  the  commiflary  of  pri- 
foners. 

The  commander  in,  chief  diredfs 
money  into  the  hands  of  thefe  ac¬ 
countants,  by  his  warrant  to  the 
deputy  paymafter-general,  requiring 
him  to  pay  to  the  officer  named,  a 
certain  fum  for  the  purpofe  therein 
fpecified.  Thefe  warrants  are  of 
two  kinds  ;  temporary,  and  final  ? 
the  temporary  warrant  is  .for  money 
upon  account,  and  granted  upon  the 
application  of  the  officer,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  the  fervice  :  the 
final  warrant  is  for  money  to  reim- 
burfe  the  officer’s  expences  actually 
incurred,  and  mentions  that  the 
vouchers  are  lodged  with  that  of¬ 
ficer. 

Every  quarter,  or  as  foon  after 
as  the  fervice  will  admit,  thefe  offi¬ 
cers  make  an  abftradl  of  all  the  fums 
they  have  expended  in  their  feveral 
departments,  during  that  quarter, 
digefted  under  different  heads  of  ex¬ 
pence.  Every  officer  carries  his 
abftradt  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
for  his  infpedtion,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  being  reimburfed  the  amount 
of  that  abltradh  If,  upon  exami¬ 
nation,  no  objection  ariles  to  any 
of  the  articles,  he  grants  to  the  of¬ 
ficer  a  final  warrant  upon  the  depu¬ 
ty  paymafter-general,  for  the  total 
fum  contained  in  the  ablh'aift  :  upon 
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production  of  this  warrant,  with  the 
abllrabl  annexed,  the  pay-office 
of  the  army,  the  officer  takes  up 
and  cancels,  as  being  of  no  life,  the 
temporary  warrants  he  has  received 
in  that  quarter;  and,  deducing 
from  the  fum  in  the  ab  ft  rati  the 
fums  contained  in  the  temp  rary 
warrants,  he  receives  the  balance, 
leaving  both  the  final  warrant  and 
a  b  fir  a  ft  with  the  deputy  pay  mailer- 
general  ;  who  fends  them  every 
quarter  to  the  pay-office  of  the  army 
in  England,  as  vouchers  for  the 
paymafter-general  of  the  forces,  up¬ 
on  paffing  his  account  before  the 
auditors  of  the  imprefb 

Through  thefe  channels  is  the 
money,  granted  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervices  of  the  army,  convey¬ 
ed  into  the  hands  of  certain  officers 
intruded  with,  and  refponfible  for, 
the  expenditure  of  that  money. 
How  this  expenditure  has  been  con¬ 
ducted,  was  the  next,  and  the  ma¬ 
terial  fubjedt  of  our  enquiry. 

The  quarter  mailer-general,  the  ■ 
barrack-mafter-general,  the  com- 
miliary-general,  and  the  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  are  the  officers  to  whole  ma¬ 
nagement  the  greateft  ihare  of  this 
money  is  committed  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  to  them  we  principally  dire  di¬ 
ed  our  attention.  We  examined 
filch  of  them  as  we  could  find,  who 
either  were  then,  or  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  thefe  departments ;  and 
eoliedled  what  information  we  could 
from  the  vouchers  in  their  poffeili- 
on,  or  from  thofe  thev  had  deliver- 
ed  into  the  office  of  the  ajuditors  of 
the  lmprefl ;  all  of  which  were,  in 
eonfequence  of  our  requilition,  fub- 
mitted  to  our  infpedlion. 

Having  had  realbn  to  believe,  be- 
fore  the  paffing  of  the  fall  aft,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  parliament  to 
refer  to  us  the  confidefation  of  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  ;  and 


having  been  informed  that  briga¬ 
dier-general  William  Dalrymple, 
quarter-  mailer-general,  Peter  Pau- 
mier,  efq.  a  deputy  com miflary- ge¬ 
neral,  and  Mr.  Ahijah  Willard, 
com  miliary  of  live  cattle  to  his  ma« 
jelly’s  forces  in  North  America, 
were  then  in  London,  and  about  to 
return  to  America— though  engag¬ 
ed  at  that  time  upon  other  fubjedts, 
under  the  directions  of  the  former 
adt,  we  availed  ourfelves  of  that 
opportunity  to  receive  from  them 
the  information  they  were  able  to 
give  us,  relative  to  their  refpeftive 
departments. 

We  obtained  bom  the  treafury 
the  liils  of  warrants  granted  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  upon  the  deputy  paymafters- 
general  there,  and  transmitted  to 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  treafury,  from  the  ill  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1776,  to  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember  Lift.  The  total  fum  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe  lifts  is  '-,72c, 828!. 
12s.  ijd. — of  which  there  appear 
to  have  been  iffued,  during  that  pe¬ 
riod,  by  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New-York,  to  the  officers  or  depu¬ 
ties  in  thcle  four  departments,  the 
firms  following  :  to  the  quarter- 
mafters-general,  1,688,379!.  15s. 

3|d. — to  the  barrack-mailers -gene- 
ral,  662,4191.  d. — to  the  com- 
milTaries-general,  1,32* ,076b  9s,  8d. 
—  to  the  chief  engineers,  322,308b 
ics.  2 Pd.  amounting,  together,  to 
the  fum  of  4,194,183b  15s.  ;d. 
And  to  have  been  ilfued  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  forces  in  Canada,  for  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  fervices  of  the  army  in  ge¬ 
neral  in  that  province,  from  the  ill 
of  June,  1776,  to  the  23d  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1781,  the  fum  of  2,236,029b 
1  is.  7d. 

As  the- deputy  paymafters-general 
of  the  forces  abroad  tranfrait,  from 
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time  to  time,  to  the  pay-office  of 
the  army  in  England,  the  warrants 
of  the  commanders  in  chief  which 
have  been  paid  by  them — that  we 
might  omit  no  means  of  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  fums  iftued,  we  procur¬ 
ed  from  the  pay-office  of  the  army 
si  lift  of  thefe  warrants  ;  in  which 
we  find  other  fums,  iffued  during 
the  fame  period,  to  officers  in  the 
department  of  the  coin  mi ffary -ge¬ 
neral,  not  included  in  the  quarterly 
lifts  received  from  the  treafury, 
amounting,  together,  to  the  fum  of 
193,000!.  which,  being  added  to 
the  fum  of  1,521,0761.  os.  8d. 
make  the  total  fum,  iffued  to 
the  commiffaries  at  New- York, 
1,714,076b  9s.  8d.  and  the  total 
fum  iffued  to  thefe  four  departments 
there,  4,387,183b  15s.  rd. 

We  required  from  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  a  lift 
of  all  thofe  performs  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  for  the  army  fervices 
in  North  America,  and  who  had 
either  paffed  or  delivered  in  their 
accounts  to  that  office  fince  the  1  ft 
of  January,  1776.  We  examined 
the  officers  whole  names  we  found 
inferred  in  thefe  lifts,  and  who  were 
within  the  reach  of  our  applica¬ 
tion  ;  (that  is  to  fay)  Robert  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  efq.  fecretary  and  paymas¬ 
ter  to  lieutenant-general  fir  William 
Howe  ;  major-general  hr  William 
Erfeine,  and  William,  lord  Cath- 
cart,  quarter-mafters-general  ;  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  William  Shirreff,  and 
major  Richard  England,  deputy 
quarter  mafters-general,  TWe  exa¬ 
mined  lieutenant-colonel  George 
Clerk,  barrack-mafter-general ;  and 
John  Montrefor,  efq.  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  whole  names  are  not  in  this 
lift,  their  accounts  not  being  as  yet 
delivered  in.  Daniel  Chamier,  and 
Daniel  Wier,  efqrs.  the  two  com- 
miftari.es-general  during  that  period, 
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are  both  dead  :  none  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  either,  and  a  few  only 
ot  the  vouchers  ot  the  latter,  are  in 
the  auditor’s  office  ;  and  therefore 
the  article  of  provifions  though  a 
very  important  and  expenlive  branch 
oi  this  expenditure,  and  many  other 
articles  of  expence  in  that  depart¬ 
ment,  were  not  within  our  reach  in 
this  enquiry.  WTe  examined  alfo 
captain  David  Laird,  the  agent  for 
vjdduallers,  ftore-fhips,  and  l'mall 
craft  ;  and  Mr.  William  Butler, 
an  affiftant  comm  illary. 

From  the  information  given  by 
thefe  feveral  officers,  and  from  the 
vouchers  and  papers  they  have  flip- 
plied  us  with,  we  have  been  able 
to  acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the 
rules  by  which  thefe  departments 
have  been  governed  ;  and  to  trace, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  branches  of  the  public 
expenditure  have  been  conducted  in 
North  America. 

The  fubjecis  of  expence,  which 
thefe  officers  are  employed  about, 
may  be  diftinguifhed  under  two  ge¬ 
neral  heads  ;  the  purchafe  of  arti¬ 
cles  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  and  the  payment  for  fervices 
performed. 

The  preftding  officers  in  thefe 
departments,  though  they  are  the 
perfons  who  muft  render  the  ac¬ 
count,  yet,  from  the  extent  and 
multiplicity  of  their  bufinefs,  can 
very  ffildom  themfelves  attend  either 
to  the  purchafe  or  the  payment  : 
they  have  their  deputies,  affiftanrs, 
fuperintendants,  agents,  infpeddors, 
condttddors,  clerks,  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  under  them,  who  are  the  add¬ 
ing  perfons  entrufted  with  the  con- 
dudd  of  different  parts  ot  the  tranf- 
addion,  and  upon  wffiofe  knowledge 
and  fidelity  they  rely  for  the  due 
execution  of  that  truft.  Some  pf 
thefe  inferior  officers  make  the  bar¬ 
gains  ;  fome  attend  to,  and  certify 
(I  })  thft 
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the  execution  ;  others  are  employed 
in  the  payments,  and  take  the  re- 
ceipts  :  each  department  has  its  of¬ 
fice  where  the  payments  are  made. 
The  perfon  who  receives,  mud  be 
either  the  perfon  himfelf  who  is 
entitled,  or  his  affignee  or  agent ; 
and  he  mud:  produce  an  order,  tic¬ 
ket,  or  certificate,  of  the  proper  of¬ 
ficer,  either  directing  the  payment, 
or  authenticating  the  material  cir- 
cumfbir.ces  of  the  purchafe,  or  fer- 
vice.  The  receipts  are  generally 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  principal, 
whoever  the  officer  may  be  that  pays 
them  ;  becaufe,  the  warrants  of  the 
commander  in  chief  being  made 
payable  to  the  principal,  he,  by 
receiving  the  fums,  becomes  the 
only  perfon  accountable;  and  he 
cannot  difcharge  himfelf  but  by 
vouchers,  which  upon  the  face  of 
them  appear  to  be  for  payments 
made  by  him  ;  but  there  are  in- 
fiances,  where  the  auditors  of  the 
impreb  have,  in  particular  cafes, 
allowed  receipts,  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  deputy,  to  be  vouchers  for 
the  principal. 

The  payments  are,  for  the  mod 
part,  made  in  dollars,  at  4s.  8d. 
each  fierling,  but  computed  in  New 
York  currency,  which  is  to  ber- 
ling  in  the  proportion  of  twelve 
to  feven.  The  fums  we  (hall  have 
occafion  to  mention  hereafter  are  all 
in  fierling. 

The  price  paid  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  articles  wanted,  varied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  demands  of  the  army, 
and  the  means  of  fupply  :  but  the 
price  of  many  of  the  fervices  was 
regulated  and  fixed. 

It.  was  hot  practicable  for  us  to 
examine  into  the  circum dances  at¬ 
tending  the  purchafe  of  the  ftores, 
materials,  and  variety  of  articles 
iifed  in  the  feveral  departments  : 
\ve  could  form  no  judgment  of  the 
pe^efidy  there  was  for  procuring 
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them,  or  of  the  value,  or  of  the 
price ;  the  means  of  information 
were  not  within  our  reach  ;  and 
therefore  we  directed  our  attention 
to  the  other  branch  of  expence,  the 
fervices,  as  a  fubjet  that  bore  the 
appearance  at  lead  of  a  more  fuccefs- 
ful  invedigation. 

The  movements  and  various  oc- 
cafions  of  the  army  render  it  necef- 
fary  to  employ  a  great  number  of 
veffiels  of  different  kinds,  with  pi¬ 
lots  and  feamen,  and  many  waggons, 
bodes,  drivers,  .  artificers,  and  la¬ 
bourers.  Of  the  veffiels,  waggons, 
and  horfes,  very  few  were  purchaf- 
ed  by  government  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army  ;  by  far  the  greated  part 
of  them  were  hired  by  the  month, 
or  the  day,  and  very  many  of  them 
kept  in  continual  pay.  The  hire 
of  all  thefe,  which  conftitutes  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  was,  in  feme  cafes,  un¬ 
certain,  and  depended  upon  cir¬ 
cum  dances  ;  but  in  many  it  was 
regulated,  and  fettled  at  a  certain 
price.  The  hire  of  a  veffel  under 
thirty  tons  was  jd^.  a  day  per  ton  ; 
the  wages  of  each  feainan  was  2s.  4cb 
a  day,  with  a  foldiei’s  ration,  and 
§-  of  a  quart  of  rum.  The  hire  of 
a  veffel  of  thirty  tons  and  upwards 
was  ics.  a  month  per  ton,  until 
May  1777,  when,  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  the  price  of  provifions, 
and  of  naval  bores,  being  increafed, 
it  was  railed  to  13s.  ;  ihe  owner 
was  engaged  to  find  the  proportion 
of  fix  men  to  every  hundred  tons, 
to  viddual  them,  and  to  keep  the 
veffel  in  repair.  The  hire  by  the 
day,  ot  a  final l  waggon,  with  one 
driver,  and  two  horfes,  was  7s.  ; 
of  a  large  waggon,  with  one  driver 
and  four  horfes,  ijs.  ;  of  a  fingle 
horfe,  is.  gd.;  of  a  driver  alone, 
from  yd.  to  is.  cjd.  ;  of  a  common 
labourer,  from  yd.  to  zs.  4d. 
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All  the  veffels  and  fmall  craft 
(except  thofe  in  the  engineer’s  de¬ 
partment)  were  at  firft  procured  by 
and  under  the  infpedtion  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  quarter  mafter-ge- 
neral  ;  but  the  bulinefs  of  that  of¬ 
fice  increafing,  the  commander  in 
chief,  by  warrant  dated  ill  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1777,  created  an  officer  to  be 
agent  for  victuallers,  ft  ore  (hips,  and 
fmall  craft :  he  was  called  the  fu¬ 
perintendant  of  veffels  ;  and  to  his 
charge  were  committed  all  the  vef¬ 
fels  and  fmall  craft,  with  their  ap¬ 
pendages,  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  army  (except  thofe  attached 
to  the  chief  engineer,  which  were 
left  {fill  to  remain  under  his  care  :  ) 
he  was  enjoined  to  fee  that  they 
were  properly  manned  and  equip¬ 
ped,  and  juflly  rated  as  to  their 
tonnage ;  he  was  authorifed  to 
charter,  or  hire  veffels  for  inland 
navigation,  when  neceifary,  and  to 
appropriate  to  the  feveral  depart¬ 
ments  the  number  they  wanted, 
and  fuch  as  were  bell;  con  ft  rue  ted 
for  the  refpedfive  fervices.  Though 
the  quartern  after-general  was  thus 
relieved  from  the  trouble  of  provid 
ing  and  fuperint ending  the  veffels, 
pilots,  and  leamen,  yet  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  hire  of  them  was  ftjjl 
left  to  his  office,  and  continued 
there  until  the  beginning  of  the 
year  5778;  when  the  commander  in 
chief  iffued  orders,  that  the  hire 
fhould  be  paid  in  the  office  of  that 
department  where  they  were  em¬ 
ployed,  The  mode  of  payment  was 
this  :  the  fuperintendant  granted, 
fometimes  upon  his  own  knowledge, 
fometimes  upon  the  information  of 
perfons  under  him,  to  the  perfon 
entitled,  a  ticket  of  pay,  figned  by 
himfelf  or  his  deputy,  and  directed 
to  the  proper  officer,  fpecifying  the 
fervice,  the  time,  and  the  fum. 
This  ticket  was,  upon  payment, 
left  at  the  office  ;  apd  at  the  end 
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of  every  quarter  the  fuperintendant 
took  up  nil  thefe  tickets  from  the 
feveral  offices,  and,  after  examin¬ 
ation  with  his  check  book,  gave  to 
each  principal  officer  one  general 
voucher,  figned  by  himfelf,  for  the 
total  fum  contained  in  all  thofe  tic¬ 
kets,  and  paid  by  him  during  that 
quarter. 

Much  the  greatefl  number  of  the 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  the  army, 
were  procured  by  tfie  quarter- m af¬ 
ter-general.  The  commander  in 
chief  ordered  the  eftablifhment, 
that  is,  the  number  which  he  j  a d p*- 
ed  to  be  neceifary  for  the  occafions  of 
the  army,  and  in  what  proportion 
they  fhould  be  diftri bated  among  ft 
the  feveral  corps,  and  for  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fervices.  This  effiabliflimeht 
was  permanent,  and  kept  conftant- 
ly,  as  far  as  it  could  be,  .complete. 
The  quarter  mailer  general  made  a 
return  of  them  every  quarter  to  the 
commander  in  chief ;  which  return 
was  called  the  diflribution,  and 
contained  an  account  of  all  the 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  at 
that  time  under  his  direfiion,  and 
in  what  fervice  employed  :  .for  all 
thefe  he  was  reiponfible,  and  paid 
the  hire  and  contingent  expences. 
The  other  departments  had  likewife 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  in 
their  fervice  ;  which  were  procur¬ 
ed  by  themfelves,  and  paid  by  their 
ref petti ve  principal  officers.  All 
thefe  departments  had  artificers  and 
labourers,  procured  by  the  overfeers 
in  the  feveral  branches,  hired  by 
the  day,  and  p  dd  in  each  re  fpe  drive 
office. 

The  receipts  given  for  thefe  fer¬ 
vices  were  of  two  kinds  ;  either  le- 
parare  receipts,  given  by  individu¬ 
als,  in  the  common  form  ;  or  one 
receipt,  prefixed  to  a  lift  compre¬ 
hending  the  ftgnatures  of  many 
perfons.  Of  the  latter  kind,  one 
(X  4)  uniform 
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uniform  mode  was  adopted  in  all 
thefe  offices  ;  two  fpecimens  of 
>vbich,  the  one  taken  from  the  in- 
fiance  of  waggons,  horfes,  and  dri¬ 
vers,  and  the  other  from  that  of 
labourers,  in  the  office  of  the  quarter- 
mail  er-general,  are  inferred  in  the 
appendix*  The  firfl  column  con¬ 
tains  the  names  of  the  perfons  en¬ 
titled,  or  fuppofed  to  be  entitled  ; 
the  fum  he  is  entitled  to  receive  is 
wrote  in  the  laid  column  but  one  ; 
^nd  in  the  la  ft  are  the  fignatures  of 
the  fame  perfons,  wrote  or  made 
either  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons 
deputed  by  them. 

In  purfuing  this  enquiry  into  the 
methods  and  forms  by  which  this 
expenditure  has  been  carried  on, 
we  have  had  in  view  two  principal 
objedrs  :  one  is,  to  difepyer  whe¬ 
ther  any  fraud  has  in  fadt  been 
committed  upon  the  public  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  money  tran factions  ; 
the  other  is,  to  obferve,  whether 
the  public  has  been  fufficiently 
guarded  a  gain  ft  fraud  and  im  poll- 
tion,  in  the  modes  adopted  for  car¬ 
rying  on  this  expenditure. 

Could  a  ftngle  inilan.ee  of  fraud 
be  difeovered  in  any  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  officers,  fuch  a  cllf- 
covery  would  fo  corrupt  and  viti¬ 
ate  that  account,  as  to  fubjedt  the 
whole  of  it  to  a  reviiioii  and  unra¬ 
vel  ment,  though  a dj lifted  and  palled 
with  all  the  folemnuies  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

*1  hefe  accountants  are  charred 

O 

with  all  the  fums  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  pay  mail  ei -general  of 
the  forces,  by  the  warrants  of  the 
commander  in  chief.  They  can- 
not  difeharge  themlelves,  but  by 
the  receipts  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
they,  or  their  officers,  have  paid 
thefe  funis.  The  receipts  are  fair 
upon  the  face  of  them  •  each  con¬ 
tains  all  the  effentials  of  a  true 
yoiicher  $  a  date,  the  fubjedt  matter. 
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the  fum  paid,  the  perfon  of  whom 
received,  and  the  perfon  receiving. 
If  the  tranfadlion  has  not  been  a 
fair  one,  and  government  has  been 
defrauded  of  any  part  of  the  money, 
the  voucher,  which  is  the  evidence 
of  that  tranfadlion,  muft,  in  fome 
part  of  it,  be  falfe  or  fraudulent. 
To  difeover  whether  it  be  fa  or  not, 
the  perfon,  who  appears  to  have 
figned  it,  is  always  a  material,  and, 
in  fome  cafes,  the  only  witnefs,  who 
can  tell  whether  the  fum  fpecified 
in  the  receipt  to  have  been  received, 
was  m  tail  the  fum  bona  fide  paid  ; 
but  perfons  under  this  defeription 
are  not  amenable  to  us,  fitting  in 
this  kingdom  ;  they  are  in  North 
America*  Numberlefs,  and  in 
variety  of  ways,  may  have  been  the 
frauds  and  impohtions  committed 
upon  government,  wi  thout  the  know? 
ledge  even  of  the  office!  who  paffes 
the  accounts,  being  himfeif  not  pri¬ 
vy  to  the  payments,  but  relying, 
for  the  truth  of  the  vouchers  he 
produces  in  his  difeharge,  upon  the 
integrity  and  fidelity  of  his  inferior 
officers. 

Rumours  of  impohtion,  and  of 
much  wealth  acquired  during  a 
fl'iort  fervice  upon  {lender  appoint? 
merits,  may  create  a  fufpicion  of 
fome  concealed  management,  and  be 
a  ground  for  enquiry  by  proper  au¬ 
thority  ;  but  they  are  not  proofs 
upon  which  can  be  fupported,  a- 
a  gain  ft  any  perfon  whatever,  the 
heavy  charge  of  defrauding  the 
public. 

Having  therefore  no  hopes  of  pur? 
fuing  this  fubjedr  with  effedf,  we 
turned  our  attention  to  the  lecond 
objedt  we  propofed  ;  that  is,  tothofe 
openings  for  fraud,  and  that  poffi- 
bility  of  ahufe,  which  the  modes 
of  condudting  thefe  money  tranf- 
adlions  haye  left  without  fence  or 
guard.  And  we  are  ot  opinion,  that 
the  public  have  not  been  fufficienf- 
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ly  protedded  in  two  material  points  : 
iirft,  the  officers  intrufled  with  the 
-expenditure  of  the  public  money 
have  been  permitted  to  have  an 
interefl  themfelves  in  the  fubjedd 
matter  of  expence  :  fecondly,  the 
Touchers,  by  which  the  accountants 
difcharge  themfelves  of  the  luras  in¬ 
truded  to  them,  are  allowed  with¬ 
out  having  undergone  fufficient  ex- 
animation. 

It  is  a  branch  of  the  bufinefs  of 
the  quarter-mailer  general  to  provide 
waggons  and  borfes,  with  their  ne- 
ceifary  attendants  and  appendages, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  either  when 
In  quarters,  or  in  motion  ;  and, 
when  there  is  occafion  to  tranfport 
them,  or  to  fupply  their  wants  by 
Water,  the  fuperintendant  furnifhes 
them  with  veffels,  and  whatever  is 
neceffary  for  carriage  by  water.  It 
is  the  duty  of  thefe  officers  to  make 
the  c on t raffs  for  the  articles,  and  to 
fee  thofe  contradls  honeflly  and  fub- 
ffantially  performed  ;  to  take  care 
that  each  article  is  properly  equip¬ 
ped,  and  adequate  to  the  fervice  it 
is  intended  for  ;  and  that  the  fer- 
Tice,  for  which  payment  is  claimed, 
has  been,  in  fact,  performed.  Thefe 
.officers  are  placed,  on  the  part  of 
government,  as  a  check  and  con- 
iroul  upon  the  contractors,  to  pro- 
tedt  the  public  from  lofs  or  impofi- 
tion.  The  barrack-mailer  general 
and  chief  engineer  hand  upon  the 
fame  ground,  in  re  1  pc  ft  to  the  wag¬ 
gons  and  horfes  made  ufe  of  in  their 
departments,  and  not  provided  by 
the  quarter-mailer  general.  But  it 
has  been  the  ufage,  as  far  back  as 
our  enquiry  has  gone,  for  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  thefe  departments  to  be 
themfelves  the  proprietors  of,  or  to 
have  fnares  or  interefls  in,  a  great 
number  of  the  veffels  and  frnall 
craft,  and  in  almofl  all  the  waggons 
and  horfes?  employed  iji  thefe  fer- 


vices :  thefe  officers  have  purchafed 
or  procured  them  upon  their  own 
account,  and  let  them  out  to  govern¬ 
ment  at  the  fixed  prices  of  hire. 
The  fame  perfon,  employed  by  and 
ading  for  the  public,  contrafls,  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  with  himfelf, 
for  the  hire  of  his  own  property, 
controls  his  own  adtions,  and  pays 
himfelf  with  the  public  money  in¬ 
trufled  to  his  charge.  His  trull  and 
interefl  draw  oppofite  ways  :  his, 
trufi  obliges  him  to  be  frugal  for 
the  public  ,•  to  hire  at  the  lowed: 
price  (lower,  if  he  can,  than  the 
price  allowed  by  government)  ;  to 
take  care  that  what  he  hires  is  com¬ 
plete  and  fit  for  fervice ;  to  employ 
as  few  veffels  and  carriages,  and  for 
as  fhort  a  time,  as  poffible  :  but  his 
interefl  leads  him  not  to  fpare  the 
public  purfe  ;  to  let  to  government, 
at  the  fame  fixed  price,  all  the  vef¬ 
fels,  carriages,  and  horfes,  he  can 
colled!,  by  whatever  means  pro¬ 
cured,  or  at  however  low  a  price  he 
may  have  purchafed  them,  and 
whatever  may  be  their  condition  or 
difference  in  point  of  goodnefs  ;  to 
keep  them  continually  in  pay,  whe¬ 
ther  wanted,  or  employed,  or  not, 
and  for  as  long  a  time  as  he  can 
contrive  ;  and  his  laid  advantage 
may  be,  the  luffering  them  to  be 
taken  or  deflroyed  by  the  enemv, 
to  entitle  him  to  the  value  from 
the  public.  In  fuch  a  contefl  be¬ 
tween  duty  and  interefd,  it  is  not 
uncharitable  to  fuppofe  the  public 
interefl  will  frequently  be  facrificed 
to  private  emolument.  But  this  is 
not  the  only  mifehief :  this  pradfice 
has  a  manifeft  tendency  to  corrupt 
and  endanger  the  fervice  of  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  it  weakens  the  military  difei- 
pline  ;  it  infufes  into  the  foldier 
the  thirll  for  gain,  and  diverts  his 
attention  from  honour,  and  his 
country’s  fervice,  to  the  purfuit  of 
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wealth,  and  that  too  by  intrench¬ 
ing  upon  the  treafure  of  his 
country. 

We  do  not  mean  to  fugged  thefe 
as  impofitions,  that  have  all  been 
actually  committed  upon  the  public, 
but  as  confequences  that  will  fol¬ 
low,  whenever  the  temptation  is 
powerful  enough  to  overcome  the 
fenfe  of  duty,  and  where  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  yielding  to  the  tempta¬ 
tion  are  fo  frequent,  and  fo  ob¬ 
vious. 

As  thefe  officers  -would  hardly 
have  engaged  in  buffiiefs  of  this 
kind  without  the  expectation  at  lea  ft 
of  fome  advantage  (for  they  had  no 
additional  pay  for  being  employed 
in  the  expenditure),  we  were  led  to 
enquire  into  the  expence  incurred 
by  the  public  tor  this  article  of 
hire,  and  from  thence  to  endeavour 
to  form  fome  judgment  upon  the 
probable  advantage  to  the  officer. 

We  obtained  from  captain  David 
Laird,  a  lid  of  all  the  veffels,  under 
whatever  denomination,  employed 
In  the  fervice  of  the  army  in  North 
America,  from  the  id  of  January 
1777,  when  he  was  appointed  fu- 
perintendant  of  the  veflels,  until  the 
end  of  December  1780,  when  he 
quitted  the  fervice  ;  with  the  name 
of  each  veffel,  and -of  the  mailer  or 
owner,  the  number  of  tons,  the 
price  per  ton,  the  time  when  hired, 
the  time  when  difeharged,  and  in 
what  department  employed.  From 
this  lid  it  appears,  that  the  number 
of  veffels  employed  at  different 
times,  during  the  above  period,  in 
the  department  of  the  quarter- 
mader-general,  was  317;  and  the 
number  of  tons  19,558.  In  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  barrack-mader- 
general,  the  number  of  vedels  was 
85,  and  of  the  tons  7,836.  In  the 
department  of  the  commidary -gene¬ 
ral,  the  number  of  veffels  was  299, 


and  of  the  tons  16,622.  The  total 
number  of  the  veffels  was  611,  and 
of  the  tons  44,016.  Many  of  them 
were  employed  for  a  fhort  time 
only:  the  number  of  thole  continu¬ 
ed  in  the  fervice  for  one  year  and 
upwards,  we  have  extracted  from 
captain  Laird’s  lid,  and  inferred  in 
the  appendix,  with  the  number  of 
tons,  and  their  earnings  during  the 
fervice  ;  and  of  thefe,  62  were  left 
in  the  fervice  at  the  end  of  the  year 
(780.  This  lid  (hews,  that  the 
number  of  veffels  employed  each 
for  a  year  or  longer,  during  that 
period,  in  the  department  of  the 
quarter-mader-general,  was  62,  and 
the  hire  91,444!.  19s.  4G.;  in  the 
department  of  the  barrack-mader- 
general,  the  number  25,  and  the 
hire  34,737b  19s.  ;  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  commiffary-general,  the 
number  44,  and  the  hire  55,925b 
14s.;  the  total  number  131  ;  the 
total  hire  182,108b  12s.  qd. 

We  find,  from  the  vouchers  for 
the  payments  of  hire  made  by  the 
quarter-maders-  general,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  by  them  into  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impred,  that  the  *0- 
tal  expence  of  this  hire  in  that  de¬ 
partment  only,  exclufiveof  pilotage, 
and  various  contingencies,  from  the 
25th  ot  December  1776,  to  the  3 id 
of  March  1780,  amounted  to 
127,483b  T  8s.  io{-d.  What  the 
expence  of  this  hire  was  in  thq 
other  departments,  we  have  not  had 
the  means  of  informing  ourfelves. 

In  this  lid  appear  the  names  of 
feverai  officers  in  the  departments 
of  the  quarter-mnder,  barrack-maf- 
ter,  and  commiffary-general,  as 
owners  of  thefe  veffels  ;  but  the 
names  of  all  fuch  officers  as  were 
owners  do  not  appear ;  the  names 
of  the  maders  are  inferred  in  their 
dead.  Where  the  principal  officers 
were  proprietors,  or  had  fhares,  their 

names 
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names  are  not  found,  either  in  the  draft,  compofed  from  thofe  vouch- 
contrafts  for  the  hire,  or  in  the  re-  ers,  we  find  that  the  firm  paid  by 
ceipts  for  the  payments.  the  public,  for  the  hire  only  of 

A  veflel  of  100  tons,  hired  at  1 3s:  waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  em- 


a  month  per  ton,  would  produce  to 
the  owner  7  Sol.  a -year.  Suppofe 
him  to  have,  during  the  whole  year, 
his  full  complement  of  fix  men,  at 
each  3I.- 15s.  a  month  wages,  and 
to  pay  2S,  a  day  for  victualling  each 
man,  his  men  would  coil  him  489I 
and  leave  him  a  profit  of  29 il.  a- 
year ;  which  profit  would  be  in- 
creafed,  in  proportion  as  he  could 
hire  his  men,  or  procure  boys,  at 
a  lefs  price,  or  diminifh  his  number 
vvhilft  his  veftel  lay  at  reft  during- 
any  part  of  the  year,  or  employ 
them  to  his  advantage  in  any  other 
fervice.  The  prime  coil,  and  ex- 
pence  of  repairs,  are  diminutions  of 
his  profit,  depending  upon  circum- 
ftances,  and  not  open  to  cal¬ 
culation. 

As  the  quarterly  returns,  made 
to  the  commander  in  chief  by  the 
qiiarter-mafter-general,  contain  the 
number  of  the  waggons,  horfes,  and 
drivers,  furnifhed  by  him  in  each 
quarter,  with  their  diftribution,  and 
expence  to  government  for  the  hire, 
we  have  felefted,  and  inferted  in 
the  appendix,  two  or  thefe  returns. 
Sir  William  Erfkine  fupplied  us 
with  the  fir. ft  regular  diftribution 
that  was  returned  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  which  is  for  the  quarter 
ending  30th  June  1777  ;  the  other 
is  a  return  made  by  lord  Cathcart, 
for  the  quarter  ending  31ft  Decem¬ 
ber  « 7 79. 

The  diftributions  did  not  always 
contain  the  fame  numbers  ;  and 
therefore  w'e  could  not  come  at  the 
expence  of  the  hire  of  them  to  the 
public,  but  by  collefting  it  from 
the  vouchers  allowed  by  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impreft  to  thofe  quarter- 
mafters-general  who  had  palled  their 
accounts  in  that  office.  By  an  ab- 


ployed  under  the  management  of 
the  quarter  mailer-general,  from  the 
2$th  of  December  17 -6,  to  the 
3 1  ft  of  March  1780,  was  3  3  8 » 4 3  3  1 . 
8s.  6 id.  excluiive  of  proVifions, 
forage,  repairs,  and  other  contin¬ 
gent  expences. 

The  rate  of  the  hire  of  a  wag¬ 
gon,  driver,  and  four  horfes,  being 
12s,  a  day,  produces  to  the  pro¬ 
prietor  21 9I  a  year;  from  'whence 
the  hire  of  the  driver,  at  the  mean 
price  of  is.  2d.  a  day,  that  is,  21I, 
5s.  icd.  a  year,  being  ded lifted, 
leaves  him  a  clear  yearly  profit  of 
1 9 7 1.  14s.  2d.;  the  repairs  of  the 
waggon  and  harnefs,  and  the  food 
of  the  driver  and  horfes,  being 
found  by  the  public.  Computing 
the  prime  coil  of  the  waggons  com- 
plete,  at  the  high  eft  price,  20I.  and 
of  each  hone  at  13I.  he  receives 
back  Boh  his  purchafe-money,  in 
lefs  than  five  months  ;  after  which 
if  poflefted  of  30  large  waggons, 
and  200  horfes  (and  the  waggons 
and  horfes  were  m  general  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  few  officers  only),  he  will 
have,  as  long  as  he  can  continue 
them  in  the’ fervice  of  government, 
a  clear  income  of  9, 83  ql*  8s,  4b.  a 
year,  fee u re  from  all  rifk. 

The  commander  in  chief,  con- 
fulting  with  the  principal  officers  in 
the  feveral  departments,  fettled  the 
eftabli  fitment,  and  ordered  that  it 
fhould  be  permanent,  and  kept 
complete.  As  the  army  was  not 
always  in  motion,  the  neceftity  for 
fo  numerous  a  permanent  eftabliih- 
ment  was  not  obvious.  The  realm* 
given  for  retaining  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  for  the  whole  year  is,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  them  again  when 
wanted,  in  cafe  they  had  been  dif- 
charged  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  s 
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but  this  reafoti  doss  not  appear  alto¬ 
gether  conclufive  ;  for,  if  they  are 
In  being,  the  arm  of  the  commander 
in  chief  can  reach  them,  wherever 
they  are  ;  he  has  power  to  feize, 
the  inifant  he  wants  it,  whatever  is 
neceffary  for  the  fervice,  in  his  con¬ 
templation  :  from  the  enemy  he 
feizes  of  right;  from  a  friend  he 
preffes  of  neceffity,  paying  him  the 
value,  or  for  the  ufe. 

The  eft&blifliment  was  hardly 
ever  complete,  from  the  conftant 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  number 
of  waggons  it  required.  As  they 
were,  therefore,  fo  fcarce  in  that 
country,  and  the  cattle  could  have 
been  employed  to  more  advantage 
than  upon  the  pay  of  government, 
It  might  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  inhabitants  to  have  had  the  ufe 
of  them  for  the  time  the  army  were 
in  quarters  ;  and  the  hire  of  them, 
for  fame  months  every  year,  would 
have  been  no  inconfiderable  faving 
to  the  public. 

All  orders  and  regulations  of 
©very  kind  proceed  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  :  his  power  extends, 
without  controul,  over  the  whole 
army  and  all  its  connexions.  It  is 
limited  only  by  his  difcretion  ;  con- 
fiequently,  every  form  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  every  ufage  and  mode  of  prac¬ 
tice,  muft  reft  either  upon  his  or¬ 
ders  or  his  acquiefcence.  That  we 
might  learn  upon  what  authority 
this  cnllom,  for  the  officers  to  be 
contradors  of  this  defeription,  was 
grounded,  we  required  from  Sir 
William  Howe,  and  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  the  orders  and  inftrudions 
jffued  by  them  in  North  America, 
relative  to  the  feveral  departments 
employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  The  returns  to  thefe 
requifitions,  contained  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  fuperintendant  of  vef- 
feis,  and  the  regulation  of  the  pay¬ 


ment  of  their  hire,  in  the  offices 
of  the  departments  in  which  they 
were  employed,  both  above  men¬ 
tioned,  together  with  other  orders, 
made  from  time  to  time,  for  differ¬ 
ent  purpofes  of  regulation  ;  but  we 
found,  at  one  period  only,  orders  re¬ 
lative  to  the  point  immediately  under 
our  consideration.  Thefe  orders  were 
blued  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  are  dated 
the  23d  December,  1780,  and  con¬ 
tain  matter  very  important  to  the 
fubjed  hefore  us.  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  upon  feveral  occafions  found, 
that  the  waggons  and  horfes  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  public  fervice  by  the 
quarter-mafter-general,  were  in  bad 
condition,  and  neither  fit  nor  able 
to  perform  the  fervices  required. 
To  remedy  thefe  abufes,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  dired,  that  the  quar¬ 
ter- m  after -general  fhould  have  no 
property  in  either  the  waggons  or 
horfes  ;  and  to  that  end  he  i ftued 
orders,  enjoining  him  not  to  charge 
more  for  waggons  and  horfes  than 
he  had  actually  paid  ;  not  to  charge 
the  hire  of  waggons  and  horfes  pur- 
chafcd  ;  not  to  purchase  them  but 
upon  government  account ;  and,  if 
he  hired  them,  to  pay  the  proprie¬ 
tors  the  full  price  for  hire  allowed 
by  government.  He  ordered  all  the 
neceffary  craft  to  be  purchafed  on 
government  account ;  and  feme  of 
the  veffels  to  be  difeharged,  as  foon 
as  they  came  under  the  direction  of 
his  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  at 
Portfmouth,  ita  the  Chefapeak,  upon 
his  reprefentation  that  they  were 
unneceffarv.  He  ordered,  likewife, 
the  comrmilary- general  not  to  charge 
government  for  the  complete  ration, 
unlefs  he  fupplied  that  ration  from 
the  ftcres  from  England  ;  and  to 
charge  no  more  for  frejfh  provifions, 
flout,  or  Indian  meal,  than  what 
they  coft  him.  The  manner  of  con - 
d uding  this  laft  office  it  is  not  in 
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©ur  power  to  enquire  into  ;  the 
commiffaries-generai  are  dead  ;  and 
their  accounts  not  in  England. 

Thefe  orders  are  levelled  at  a- 
bufes  at  that  time  exifling  ;  and 
thefe  abufes  all  tend  to  the  defraud¬ 
ing  of  the  public,  tor  private  emo¬ 
lument. 

Ey  purfuing  the  rules  of  compu¬ 
tation  inferred  above,  we  are  enabled 
to  difcover  how  much  would  have 
been  faved  to  the  public  had  the 
waggons  and  horfes  been  purchafed 
at  firft  on  account  of  government. 
From  the  lift  inferted  in  the  appen¬ 
dix  it  appears,  that  the  average 
number  of  waggons  constantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fervice,  from  the  2  5  th 
of  December,  1776,  to  the  3  lit  of 
March,  1780,  that  is,  three  years 
and  a  quarter,  was  739  ;  and  the 
average  number  of  horfes,  1,958; 
and  the  average  number  of  drivers, 
760  :  the  average  hire  of  all  thefe 
amounts  to  104, 1  32I.  a  year  ;  from 
whence  deducting  16, 18 il.  the  hire 
of  760  drivers,  at  is.  2d.  each  per 
day,  there  remains  the  fum  of 
87,951!.  The  prime  coft  of  the 
waggons  and  horfes,  at  the  higheft 
price,  is  44,150!.  this  fum  being 
deducted  from  87,951!.  leaves  the 
clear  profit  of  43,80  th  for  the  firft 
year.  This  being  added  to  the  fum 
of  197,889!.  two  years  and  one 
quarter’s  clear  profits,  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  hire  of  the  drivers,  gives  the 
fum  of  241,690b  paid  by  the  pub¬ 
lic,  beyond  what  it  would  have  colt 
them,  had  the  property  of  thefe 
waggons  and  horfes  belonged  to 
government  :  and  if  the  fame  fyf- 
tem  of  management  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  prefent  time,  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  incurred  a  fill  farther  ex- 
pence  of  175,902b  for  two  years 
more,  to  the  31ft  of  March  lad; 
that  is,  the  public  have  paid 
417,592b  for  the  fingle  article  of 
the  hire  of  waggons  and  horfes ; 
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the  whole  of  which  might  hare  been 
faved,  had  the  mode  contained  hi 
the  orders  of  the  23d  of  December, 

1  780,  been  at  firft  adopted. 

From  the  circumdances  thus  dif- 
clofed,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  this  practice  of  letting  out  for 
hire  to  government,  has  been  high¬ 
ly  lucrative  to  the  officers  engaged 
in  it.  The  officer  is  a  truftee  for 
the  public  :  as  fueh,  he  is  bound  to 
hufband  the  public  money  commit¬ 
ted  to  his  charge  with  as  much  fru- 
gality  as  if  it  wrere  his  own :  wffiat 
he  faves,  or  what  he  gains,  he  faves 
and  gains  not  for  himfelf,  "but  for 
the  public.  He  ought  not  to  be 
permitted,  by  any  management  or 
contrivance,  to  carve  out  for  him- 
felf  an  intereft  in  the  execution  of  a 
public  \truft  :  if  that  intereft  has 
been  productive,  how  far  fitch  pro¬ 
fit  belongs  to  the  public,  and  whe¬ 
ther,  by  bills  of  difcovery  filed  by 
the  proper  officer  of  the  crown,  or 
by  what  other  means,  it  may  be 
difcovered,  and  reclaimed  for  the 
public,  are  for  the  wifdora  of  par¬ 
liament  to  decide. 

It  is  of  public  concern  this  evil 
fliould  be  fpeedily  corrected  :  It 
how's  from  permitting  a  truft  to  re- 
fide,  with  an  intereft,  in  the  fame 
perfon.  The  remedy  is,  to  take 
away  the  intereft,  and  by  that 
means  to  reftore  the  truft  and  con- 
troul  to  its  full  force,  that  it  may 
freely  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  uninfluenced  by  private  con- 
fiderations. 

But  the  remedy  may  be  extended 
ftill  farther  :  it  ffiould  feem  as  if  it 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  fer¬ 
vice,  if  the  officers  were  relieved  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  trouble  of  making 
the  payments.  When  their  military 
duty  calls  them  to  the  field,  they 
nnuft  neglebt  their  duty  as  paymas¬ 
ters,  and  leave  that  branch  to  be 
conduced  entirely  by  their  inferior 
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officers  and  clerks.  It  feems  to  be  a 
hardffiip  upon  a  quarter-mafter-gene¬ 
ral,  to  be  fubjedt  to  account  for  very 
large  furas,  no  part  of  which  he 
paid  himfelf,  but  merely  becaufe 
they  were  paid  in  his  name,  and  at 
his  office,  whilft  he  himfelf  was  ab- 
fent  upon  other  duty. 

There  is  no  neceffiary  connexion 
between  the  military  duty  of  thefe 
officers,  and  the  expenditure  of 
money  for  military  fervices  :  this 
latter  belongs  properly  to  a  civil 
department,  and  may  be  executed 
by  a  civil  officer.  Major-general 
William  Roy,  who,  during  the  laft 
war  in  Germany,  was  in  the  de¬ 
partments  both  of  the  quarter- in  af¬ 
ter-genera,!,  and  chief  engineer,  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  no  public  money 
was  ilTued  to  him  in  either  of  thefe 
capacities  :  lie  was  no  accountant  ; 
but  all  the  expences  incurred  in 
thefe  departments  were  defrayed  by 
the  deputy  pay  m  after -general  of  the 
forces,  purfuant  to  the  warrants  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  iffued  for 
that  purpofe.  The  quarter-mafter- 
general,  and  chief  engineer,  were 
confidered  in  that  army  as  checks 
upon  the  expenditure  on  behalf  of 
the  public  ;  they  were  to  fee  that 
the  articles  fupplied  were  good  of 
the  kind,  adequate  to  the  fervices 
they  were  intended  lor,  and  that 
there  was  no  wafte. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
the  orders  of  2  3d  December,  spBo, 
fbould  be  put  in  force  forthwith 
throughout  the  whole  army  ;  that 
no  officer  ffiould  be  permitted  to 
have  a  property. or  intereft  in  any 
article  whatever,  which  the  duty  of 
his  office  obliges  him  to  provide  for 
the  fervice  of  the  army  :  if  pur- 
chafed,  it  ffiould  be  purchafed  by, 
and  for  the  ufe  of  government  ; 
if  hired,  it  ffiould  be  hired  of  per- 
fons  unconnected  with  military  fern 


vice.  We  are  likewife  of  opinion, 
that  the  payments  fhould  be  taken 
from  the  military  officer,  and 
thrown  upon  the  deputy  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces,  who  is  the 
proper  cafhier  of  the  army,  to  be 
carried  on  by  him,  in  purfuance  of 
the  warrants  of  the  commander 
in  chief. 

The  other  point,  in  which  we  think 
the  public  have  not  been  fufficient- 
ly  guarded,  is  the  allowance  of  the 
vouchers,  without  fufficient  exami¬ 
nation  :  this  defect  pervades  every 
branch  of  the  expenditure  under 
our  conftderation.  The  principal 
officers  in  thefe  departments,  are 
the  perfons  accountable  :  they  make 
up,  pafs,  and  fwear  to  the  accounts  ; 
but,  having  a  variety  of  other  mate¬ 
rial  buftnefs  to  tranfadf  in  their 
feveral  ftations,  they  have  no  leifure 
to  attend  to  the  adtual  payments. 
A  quarter-mafter-general,  whofe  ac¬ 
count  amounted  to  above  600, cook 
was,  for  five  months  together,  upon 
duty  in  the  held,  without  having 
been  able  once  to  attend  his  office; 
he  is  likewife  obliged  to  pafs  the  ac¬ 
count  of  a  fuin  never  received  by 
him,  but  iffued  to,  and  expended 
by,  an  affiftant  deputy  quarter-maf¬ 
ter-general,  whom  he  neither  ap¬ 
pointed  nor  knew  ;  and  the  warrant 
ilTued  to  this  affiftant  ftates,  that 
the  fum  therein  diredted  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  quarter-mafter- 
general.  The  chief  engineer  con- 
ftders  himfelf  as  liable  to  account 
for  fums,  no  part  of  which  he  either 
receives  or  pays  :  nor  are  the  pay¬ 
ments  made  in  his  name  :  for, 
though  the  fum  is  made  payable  to 
him  by  the  warrant,  yet  he  never 
actually  receives  it ;  but  he  indorfes 
the  warrant  to  the  paymafter  of  the 
works,  who  receives  the  whole,  and 
with  it  difeharges  bills,  either^  di¬ 
rected  to  him  tor  payment  by  tbs 
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chief  engineer,  or  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  at  his  own  difcretion, 
without  the  intervention  of  either, 
and  takes  the  receipts  in  his  own 
name. 

This  important  bufinefs  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  that  requires  attention, 
circumipedftion,  accuracy,  and  fide¬ 
lity,  mud  be  intruded  to  inferior 
ofhcers,  clerks,  and  even  to  ft  rangers. 

The  making  up  and  examination 
of  the  accounts,  is  conducted  in  the 
following  manner.— —Every  quar¬ 
ter,  the  accountant  collects  together 
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from  his  deputies,  amdants,  and 
clerks,  all  the  vouchers  for  the 
payments  made  by  them  during  that 
quarter  :  they  are  ab drafted,  di- 
geded  under  heads,  and  bundled  up 
together.  The  a b draff  is  produced 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  for  his 
infpeffion  and  approbation,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  final  warrant  for 
the  amount  of  the  abdrafft ,  The 
vouchers  are  ready  for  his  inflec¬ 
tion,  if  he  requires  it.  This  is  the 
find  check  to  which  the  account  is 
fubmitted.  It  is  not  to  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  that  the  many1  important  ob« 
jeffts,  that  mud  continually  engrofs 
the  attention  of  the  general  of  an 
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army,  will  afford  him  either  leil'ure 
or  patience  to  examine  voluminous 
bundles  of  vouchers  :  he  may  fome- 
times,  upon  a  tranfient  view  of  the 
abdrafft,  find  feme  article  that  ex¬ 
cites  his  curiofity  to  call  for  an  ex¬ 
planation  ;  but  he  cannot  podibly 
enter  into  the  detail,  or  minutely 
examine  into  the  circumdances  of  a 
complicated  receipt  ;  and  therefore, 
unlefs  fuch  an  indance  occurs  for 
infpeffion,  the  vouchers  are  left  un¬ 
examined  in  the  hands  of  the  ac¬ 
countant,  and  the  commander  in 
chief  depends  upon  his  honour  that 
he  has  them  in  his  poffeffion. 

After  the  final  warrant  is  obtain¬ 
ed*  this  abdrafft,  and  the  vouchers, 
are  fent  home  to  be  examined,  that 
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the  account  may  be  paffed  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditors  of  the  impred.  It 
is  utterly  impoffible  the  vouchers 
can’ be  fufficicntly' ferutinized  in  this 
office  for  want  of  evidence  :  the,  ac¬ 
countant  is  the  proper  perfon  to 
give  them  information  ;  and  he, 
very  podibly,  is  not  privy  to  the 
payment,  or  to  any  one  cireumdance 
dated  in  the  voucher. 

Charles  Harris,  efquire,  one  of  the 
deputy  auditors  of  the  impred,  tells 
us  the  grounds  upon  which  a  vouch¬ 
er,  for  a  payment  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervice  abroad,  is,  and  of  ne- 
cemty  mud  be,  allowed  in  that 
office  ;  — , if  it  contains  a  certain  fum 
received,  the  fignature  of  a  perfon 
receiving,  and  a  jud  computation, 
and  agrees  with  the  abdrafft,  it  is 
deemed  and  admitted  as  a  fair 
voucher  ;  for  the  truth  of  it  thev 
rely  upon  the  oath  taken  by  the  ac¬ 
countant  before  the  barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  when  he  paffes  his  ac¬ 
count.  In  faff,  in  thofe  accounts 
which  have  been  already  paffed  in 
this  office,  no  enquiry  feems  to  have 
been  made  into  the  truth  of  the 
vouchers,  whatever  quedions  might 
arife  upon  the  face  of  them.  By  the 
form  of  this  oath,  which  we  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impred,  the  accountant  fwears 
that  the  account  is  jud  and  true, 
according  to  the  bed  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  belief :  thefe  latter  words 
mu  ft,  as  wre  conceive,  be  inter¬ 
preted  by  him  lb  to  qualify  the 
oath,  as  to  'enable  him  to  fwear  with 
fafety  to  thofe  items  of  his  account, 
ot  the  trandiffing  of  which  he  has 
no  other  knowledge  than  what  the 
vouchers  themfelves  give. him,  and 
where  he  knows  nothing  of  the  per¬ 
fon  s  who  tranfafft  them,  except  pro¬ 
bably  their  general  c  ha  raiders  :  no 
great  reliance,  then,  can  be  had, 
for  the  truth  of  the  voucher,  upon 
the  oath  of  the  accountant;  becaufe 
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that  oath,  fo  worded,  is  no  addi¬ 
tional  evidence  of  its  truth. 

From  thus  tracing  the  voucher, 
from  the  pay-office  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  North  America  to  the 
office  of  its  final  examination  in 
England,  it  appears  that  the  public 
may  be  defrauded  in  a  tranfacfion, 
and  yet  the  voucher  of  that  tranf- 
adtion  may  pafs  through  all  its 
ftages  of  examination  unfufpedfed 
and  unimpeached,  and  be  fvvorn  to 
by  the  accountant  without  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  his  oath.  Various  are  the 
ways  and  means  by  which  the  fraud 
paa y  be  committed  :  the  agreement 
or  purchafe  may  be  made  by  collu- 
£on  :  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  may  be  falfe  in  quantity  or 
quality :  the  fervice  over-rated,  or 
not  performed  :  the  fum  inferred 
may  be  more  than  the  fum  bona  fide 
paid  :  the  receipt  may  be  obtained 
by  compulfion,  or  collufion,  upon 
falfe  or  forged  certificates  :  it  may 
have  been  figned  in  blank,  and  fill¬ 
ed  up  afterwards  with  falfe  fums, 
or  figned  with  a  feigned  name ;  and 
yet  the  voucher  may  be  fair  upon 
the  face  of  it  :  and  thefe  grofs 
frauds  will  efcape  detection. 

Thefe  fugg;eftions  are  not  mere 
ftivmifes  ;  they  reft  not  on  bare  pof- 
fibility  or  imagination  :  they  are 
warranted  by  what  we  have  obferv- 
ed  in  the  accounts  of  the  quarter¬ 
ly!  after-general  which  have  been 
palled  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft.  Certain  vouchers 
have  been  there  admitted  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  payments,  to  perfons  who 
never  did  in  faff  receive,  nor  could 
be  fuppofed  likely  to  be  entrufted 
writh  the  receipt  of  the  fums  inferred 
in  thefe  vouchers  :  the  receipts  for 
the  hire  of  the  drivers,  waggons, 
and  horfes  (no  inconliderable  fum) 
are  not  in  truth  what  they  purport 
to  be  upon  the  face  of  them  ;  they 
oarry  the  appearance  of,  and  are 


produced  as  the  receipt  of,  g  cer¬ 
tain  fum  by  the  perfon  whofe  name 
or  fignature  is  Tet  oppofite  to  that 
fum  ;  the  fum  is  compounded  of  the 
hire  of  the  driver,  wraggon,  and 
horfes,  for  a  certain  time  ;  but  the 
man  receiving,  or  figning,  or  fet~ 
ting  his  mark  to  the  receipt,  is 
ufualb  the  driver  only,  frequently 
a  negro,  or  fome  perfon  in  the  low- 
eft  capacity,  to  whom  nothing  would 
be  entrufted ;  he  is  the  oftenfible 
receiver  of  the  whole,  whereas  he 
in  truth  receives  a  very  trifling  part 
of  it,  his  own  wages  only  •  the  re¬ 
mainder,  being  the  hire  of  the  wag¬ 
gon  and  horfes,  is  paid  or  account¬ 
ed  for  to  the  officer  to  whom  they* 
belong,  but  whofe  receipt  does  not 
appear  as  a  voucher  for  the  ac¬ 
countant.  The  artificers  and  la¬ 
bourers  are  paid  by  lifts,  in  lik® 
manner  with  the  drivers  ;  not  in¬ 
dividually  in  the  office  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  but  by  the  overfeers,  who 
receive  the  grofs  amount  of  the  lift, 
and,  after  having  paid  it,  bring  it 
back  to  the  office,  with  the  names 
of  the  perfons  receiving  let  oppofite 
to  the  fums  they  were  to  re¬ 
ceive. 

Since  the  drivers  (and  very  mi¬ 
me  ro us  they  are)  are  prevailed  upon 
or  induced  by  cuftom  to  fign  receipts 
for  fums  they  never  receive,  there 
may  be  reafons  or  inducements  for 
the  like  practice  in  various  other- 
branches  of  the  expenditure  ;  and 
in  every  inftancc  of  this  kind  the 
voucher  is  not  true. 

Having  been  informed  that  fome 
meafures  had  been  taken  by  the 
Lords  Commiifioners  of  the  trea- 
fury  for  the  purpofe  of  controliag 
the  expenditure  of  this  money  in 
North  America,  we  ilfued  to  them 
our  precept  for  copies  of  the  com- 
miffions  and  inftruiftions  given, to 
the  commiftaries  of  accounts  in 
North  America,  and  extradb  of 

their 
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tli err  correfpondence  relative  there* 
to  :  in  confequence  of  this  requifi- 
tion,  we  received  the  copy  of  a 
coramiffion,  dated  1 5  th  of  February , 
1779,  appointing  major  Duncan 
D  rurftmond,  commiflary  of  accounts, 
to  examine,  audit,  and  certify  all 
accounts  whatfoever  of  money  due 
for  forage,  bread,  and  provifions, 
furmfhed  by  contract  or  otherwife, 
and  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar¬ 
my  and  hofpitals,  and  for  all  other 
extraordinary  fervices.  The  fame 
power  had  been  before  delegated  to 
Da  niei  Chamier,  Efq.  by  commif- 
fioiij  dated  iff  of  February,  1777, 
but  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
ever  executed.  We  find,  by  papers 
tranfmitted  to  us  with  this  commif- 
fion  (lome  of  which  we  have  inferr¬ 
ed  in  the  appendix)  that  in  purfu- 
ance  of  that  commiffion,  and  of  di- 
redfions  and  inftrudtions  relative 
ther  cto,  tranfmitted  from  time  to 
time  from  the  lords  commiffiouers  of 
the  treafury  to  the  commanders  in 
chief,  and  rhe  commiflary  of  ac¬ 
counts,  fome  progrefs  has  been 
made  in  carrying  the  powers  of  that 
commiffion  info  execution  ;  but  how 
far  it  has  been  effectual  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  or  diminution  of  the  evil, 
it  has  not  been  in  our  power  to 
di  (cover. 

Of  the  ten  millions  and  upwards 
that  have  been  iflued  for  thefe  fer¬ 
vices  to  North  America,  within  the 
laft  fix  years,  accounts  of  a  few  of¬ 
ficers  only,  amounting  to  about 
1, 100, cool,  have  been  as  yet  ren¬ 
dered  in  the  proper  office.  The  ac¬ 
counts  of  about  14^,0  ...oh  more  are 
ready;  fo  that  the  expenditure  of 
8,760,000!.  dill  remains  to  be  ac- 
;  counted  for. 

I  By  an  account  of  the  yearly  ave¬ 
rage  number  of  his  majefty?s  forces 
yferving^at  New- York,  and  its  de- 
i" pendencies,  from  the  .ft  of  January, 
1776,  to  the  31ft  of  December, 
1780,  extracted  from  returns  of 
1782. 
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thofe  forces  made  to  us  from  the 
war-office,  purfuant  to  our  requi- 
fttion,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  the  forces  decreafed  every  year 
from  1778  ;  but,  from  the  account 
of  the  contractors  for  remitting,  the 
iffiue  for  the  extraordinary  fervices 
of  that  army  greatly  increafed  dur¬ 
ing  the  fame  period.  ** 

hi  the  account  of  the  iflues  to  the 
officers  in  the  four  departments,  we 
find  that  the  warrants  iflued  to  the 
quarter-mafters-gcneral,  fince  the 
1 6th  of  July  178c,  and  to  the 
barrack  m  after-general  fince  the 
29th  of  June,  1780,  and  to  the 
com miflaries -general,  fince  the  23th. 
of  May,  1778,  have  been  all  tem¬ 
porary,  for  fums  on  account  ;  that 
no  final  warrant  has  been  granted 
fince  thole  feveral  periods.  So  that 
thefie  fums  have  been  iffued,  with¬ 
out  even  the  ceremony  of  a  quarter¬ 
ly  abftradf,  and  the  confidential  re¬ 
liance  on  the  officer  that  his  vouch¬ 
ers  are  fonh-comincr. 

Of  thefe  ten  millions,  there  have 
been  iflued  to  Canada,  between  the 
ift  of  June,  1776,  and  the  23d  of 
October  laft,  2,; 36,02  1.  ns.  7ft. 
a  province,  whole  military  opera¬ 
tions,  fince  the  year  {777,  the  pub¬ 
lic  are  not  made  acquainted  with, 
f  his  ifiue  has  been  increaiing  every 
year,  and  no  apparent  radon  for  it ; 
and  upon  the  expenditure  in  this 
province  there  exifts  no  check  or 
controul,  that  we  know  of,  what¬ 
ever. 

Thefe  are  circumftances  of  fufpi- 
cion  and  alarm.  The  ordinary  forms 
of  examination  and  accounting,  are 
neither  comprehensive  nor  ftrong 
enough  to  embrace  the  various  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  this  expenditure  : 
they  call  for  a  minute,  accurate, 
and  rigid  inveftigation  ;  but  none 
filch  can,  as  we  apprehend,  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  this  kingdom  ;  the  evidence 
eflen  tidily  neceffry  for  that  purpofe 
cannot  be  procured  here.  Should 
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it  be  thought  proper  to  fubjedt  thefe 
accounts  to  filch  a  fcrutiny,  we  can 
devife  or  fugged:  no  method  of  ob¬ 
taining  this  end,  unlefs  the  legida- 
ture  fhould  think  proper  to  refer  all 
of  them  to  an  examination  in  North 
America,  by  perfons  intelligent  in 
the  fubjedt  matter,  and  unconnected 
with  the  expenditure  ;  who  may  en¬ 
quire  into  every  circumdance  of  the 
tranfadtion,  and  have  recourfe  to 
every  perfon  concerned  in  it ;  and 
who  may  be  authorifed  and  diredted 
to  examine  into  the  whole  expendi¬ 
ture,  as  well  of  the  antecedent  as 
fubfequent  iffues.  The  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  may  be  enjoined  to  give 
them  their  countenance,  protection, 
and  fupport,  and  not  to  grant  war¬ 
rants  for  the  payment  of  any  article 
of  thefe  expences,  without  the  tedi- 
mony  of  their  allowance.  The  dif- 
allowance  of  the  voucher  comes  too 
late,  after  payment.  By  a  check 
and  controul  thus  edabliftied  upon 
the  fpot,  and  by  an  able  and  con- 
fcientious  execution  of  fuch  a  trufl, 
the  public  might  be  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  reflitution  where  they  have  been 
defrauded,  and  fecurity  againd  im. 
pofition  and  peculation  for  the 
future. 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A*  Piggot,  ( L *  8.) 

Rich.  Neave,  (L.  S.) 

Sam.  Beach  croft,  (L«  S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L*S.J 
Office  of  Accounts, 

Surrey-Street, 

1 8th  June,  1782. 


Addrcfs  of  Mr*  Wilkes  to  the  Gentle- 
men.  Clergy ,  and  Freeholders ,  of 
the  County  of  Middlef ex* 

Gentlemen, 

MOST  heartily  congratulate 
you  on  the  fuccefs  of  your  hea¬ 
dy,  fpirited,  and  generous  efforts, 
in  a  caufe  of  the  fird  confequence 
to  every  eledtor  in  this  kingdom, 
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the  caufe  of  the  right  of  eledUon, 
fo  long  depending  between  you  and 
a  former  houfe  of  commons.  Af¬ 
ter  many  years  unavailing  druggies 
againfl  a  defpotic  ad  tain  iff  ration, 
and  a  corrupt  majority  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  your  public  virtue  has,  by 
perfeverance  and  unremitting  ener¬ 
gy,  at  laft  brought  a  queftion  of  in¬ 
finite  moment  to  a  final  decidon  in 
favour  of  liberty.  We  have  now- 
obtained  a  diredt  and  unequivocal 
vindication  of  our  moll:  effential 
rights,  rights  coeval  with  the  Eng* 
lifli  conflitution,  that  perfection  of 
human  wifdom,  that  nobleft  work 
of  man.  You  have  the  high  fatis- 
fadtion  of  obferving  an  upright  fe~ 
nate  affert  the  privileges  of  an  in¬ 
jured  people  againfl  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  power,  and  decide  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  fair  and  juft  claim  to 
a  fhare  in  the  legiflature.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  houfe  of  commons 
I  fhall  with  rapture  tranfcribe  from 
their  votes.  You  will  I  am  fare 
accept  them  as  the  only  atonement, 
which  could  be  made  under  a  good 
government  for  a  violation  of  your 
franchifes,  and  the  injuries  of  form¬ 
er  flagitious  adminid rations.  This 
branch  of  our  conditution  is  now 
reffored  to  its  original  form,  and 
edablifhed  on  a  foundation  not  to 
be  fhaken.  No  precedent  can  now 
be  drawn  from  the  injuftice  and 
violence  of  arbitrary  miniffers.  An 
incapacity,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  defeating"your  declared  intentions, 
will  not  be  again  created  by  a  vindic¬ 
tive  and  venal  majority  in  one  part 
only’of  the  legiflature.  Aminifter  will 
not  again  nominate  the  reprefentative 
for  this  refpedtable  county  to  the 
great  council  of  the  nation.  The 
man  of  your  free  choice  will  have 
the  diitinguifhed  honour  of  repre- 
fenting  you,  and  the  glory  fs  your’s 
of  having  fecured  the  fame  invalu¬ 
able  franchife  to  every  eledfor  in 
the  ifland.  Not  the  lead  trace  will 

now 
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bow  remain  of  the  various  deep-laid 
plans  of  fraud  and  violence,  of  fub- 
tle  infinuation,  alarming  menace, 
and  direbt  infult,  to  which  your 
calm  and  undaunted  fpirit  always 
rofe  fuperior.  The  hidorian’s  page 
will  however  record  the  wickednefs 
and  infamy  of  your  enemies,  the 
public  robbers  of  the  rights  of,  free¬ 
men,  and  will  hold  up  the  beady 
virtue  of  the  freeholders  of  Middie- 
fex  as  an  object  of  imitation  to  all 
future  ages. 

My  excellent  colleague,  Mr. 
Byng,  feconded  and  fupported  my 
motion  with  the  zeal,  which  al¬ 
ways  animates  him  in  your  fervice, 
and  the  caufe  of  his  country* 


V lies  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Pages 
574?  5 75?  Friday,  May  3,  1782. 

The  houfe  was  moved,  that  the 
entry  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe, 
of  the  17th  day  of  February  1769, 
of  the  refolution,  44  that  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  having  been  in  this 
feffion  of  parliament  expelled  this 
houfe,  was  and  is  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament,”  might  be 
read. 

And  the  fame  being  read  ac¬ 
cordingly  ; 

Refolded,  That  the  faid  refolu¬ 
tion  be  expunged  from  the  journals 
of  this  houfe,  as  being  fubverdve 
of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of 
debtors  of  this  kingdom. 

And  the  fame  was  expunged  by 
the  clerk,  at  the  table,  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  declama¬ 
tions,  orders,  and  refolutions,  of 
this  houfe,  refpebting  the  elebtion 
of  John  Wilkes,  efq*  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex,  as  a  void  elebtion, 
the  due  and  le<ral  election  of  Hem  v 
Hawes  Luttrell,  efq.  into  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  faid  county,  and  the 
incapacity  of  John  Wilkes,  efq.  to 
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be  elebted  a  member  to  ferve  in  the 
laid  parliament,  be  expunged  from 
the  journals  of  this  houfe,  as  being 
fubverdve  of  the  rights  of  the  whole 
body  of  eleblors  of  this  kingdom. 

And  the  fame  were  expunged  by 
the  clerkj  at  the  table,  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Give  me  leave,  gentlemeii;  tot 
(late  a  circurridahce  with  refpebt  to 
a  budnefs  ot  this  Weight  and  mo¬ 
ment,  which  I  am  fare  will  add  to 
the  pleafure  you  receive  in  this  tri¬ 
umph  of  liberty*  The  vlbtory 
was  gained  by  the  mod:  honourable 
means,  means  worthy  the  goodnefs 
of  the  caufe.  No  unfair  method 
was  taken  to  fecure  a  majority,  nor 
miniderial  manoeuvre  prabtifed.  No 
letter  from  the  treafury,  no  man¬ 
date  from  any  fecretary,  iffued  to 
inforce  attendance.  The  flighted 
felicitation  was  not  urged  by  any 
man  in  power,  nor  a  Angle  emidary 
fent  on  the  wing  to  collect  {battered 
mercenaries,  troops  long  kept  up 
for  the  word  of  purpofes,  but  now 
happily  difbanded.  Every  man 
was  left  to  follow  the  dibtates  o£ 
his  conference,  which  infured  our 
fuccefs.  The  miniders  gave  you 
only  the  fame  fupport  as  individu¬ 
als  this  year,  which  they  have  re¬ 
gularly  fmee  1768,  with  an  alacri¬ 
ty  manifeding  a  fettled  determina¬ 
tion  to  uphold  and  fupport  the: 
rights  of  elebtion,  which  they  have 
redored. 

I  am  happy,  gentlemen,  to  ac«* 
quaint  you,  that  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
prefent  date  of  the  reprefentation 
of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain* 
is  on  the  eve  of  being  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  by  a  gentleman 
of  as  great  abilities,  matured  evert 
in  youth,  as  this  country  has  at 
any  time  produced.  You  long  ago 
fuggeded  the  idea  of  the  propriety 
of  fuch  a  meafure,  and  in  purfu- 
K  2  an@® 
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snce  of  your  Inftru&ions  I  had  the 
honour  ttt  March  1776,  of  moving 
the  iioufe  of  commons  tor  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  lor  a  juft  and  equal 
reprefentadon  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  In  parliament,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  folenin  engagement 
between  us  in  1774*  at  a  numerous 
county  meeting,  in  relation  to  this 
and  other  eileotlal  cbjcbts,  I  have 
never  loft  light  of,  and  (hall  ever 
hold  facrecL  Seme  of  the  more 
important  particulars  of  that  en-j 
gagement,  refpe&ing  the  fair  and 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  the  houi'e  of  commons,  and  the 
fhortening  the  duration  of  parlia¬ 
ments,  are  among  the  grand  ob¬ 
jects,  the  linking  features,  of  the 
intended  enquiry.  You  will  al¬ 
ways  find  me,  gentlemen,  uniform¬ 
ly  pudding  the  noble  plan  of  liber¬ 
ty,  which  you  early  marked  out 
for  my  conduct,  and  above  all  en¬ 
deavouring  to  inforce  the  dear 
right  of  the  people  to  the  free  and 
frequent  choice  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives.  I  am, 

gentlemen,  with  much 
refped  and  gratitude, 

your  faithful,  and  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant. 

John  Wilkes. 

PrinceL-cou  rt,  Wcfi  mi  offer, 
Monday,  May  6,  178a. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Eden  to  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne. 

Dovoning-freet,  April  5,  1782. 
My  Lord, 

"l  If  A  VINO  reconfidered  the  con- 
Jbj[  ferences  with  which  your 
Lordfhip  ye  herd  ay  indulged  me,  I 
think  that  I  ought  fpecifically  to 
if  ate  my  reafons  for  having  often 
declined  your  intimations  to  me  to 
enter  into  opinions  and  fads  re- 


fpedting  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  Ireland,  and  the  meafures  beffc 
to  be  purfued  there.  When  I  ar¬ 
rived  in  London,  I  had  come  pre¬ 
pared  and  difpofed,  and  inflrudted 
to  ferve,  moll  cordially,  in  the  cri¬ 
tical  meaiure  of  clofing  the  lord 
lieutenant’s  government,  fo  as  to 
place  it  with  all  practicable  advan¬ 
tages  in  the  hands  of  whatever  per- 
fon  his  majefly’s  min  liters  might 
have  defHned  to  fucceed  to  it. 

I  pre-fuppofed,  however,  that 
either  his  excellency  would  be  re¬ 
called  very  foon,  but  not  without 
the  attentions  which  are  due  to  him, 
his  flat ion,  and  his  fervices  ;  or 
that  his-  majefly’s  minifters  vvrould 
affift  and  ihftrudt  him  in  find  con¬ 
cluding  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion, 
and  the  various  public  meafures  and 
arrangements  of  forne  difficulty  and 
confequence,  which  are  immediate¬ 
ly  connected  with  it,  and  which 
cannot  be  completed  in  lefs  than 
four  or  five  months. 

Finding,  however,  to  my  ex¬ 
treme  furprize,  that  the  manner  of 
giving  the  lieutenancy  of  the  eafh 
riding  to  lord  Carmarthen,  had 
been  fuch  as  to  amount  to  a  mark¬ 
ed  and  perfonal .  inlult,  when  it  is 
confidered  that  the  thing  taken  is 
merely  honorary,  and  that  the  per- 
fon  from  whom  it  is  taken  is  an 
absent  viceroy  ;  and  hearing  alfo 
from  your  lordfhip,  that  the  duke 
of  Portland  is  not  unlikely  to  be 
made  the  immediate  and  adtual  mef- 
fenger  of  his  own  appointment,  I 
from  that  moment  declined  any 
communication  refpedUng  faffs  and 
meafures  ;  becaufe  this  line  adopted 
towards  the  prefent  lord  lieutenant, 
mui!  in  my  opinion  be  fatal  to  the 
eaie  of  his  lucceffors  for  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  time,  and  ruinous  to  all  good 
government,  and  the  confequent 
peace  of  Ireland, 

Your 
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Your  lordfhip  has  informed  me, 
that  this  is  not  meant  as  a  perfonal 
exertion  of  power  again  if  lord  Car- 
iifie,  but  that  his  majelfy ’s  minif- 
ters  have  adopted  this  mode  of  re¬ 
moving  the  lord  lieutenant  as  a 
wife  meafure  of  government.  I 
differ  fo  totally  in  my  judgment, 
that  it  would  be  idle  in  me  to  trou¬ 
ble  them  further  refpeftins*  Ire¬ 
land. 

I  fhall,  as  the  duty  of  my  fitu~ 
ation  requires,  wait  on  fuch  of 
his  majefty’s  minifters  as  are  difpofed 
to  fee  me,  and  with  that  refpeft 
which  is  due  to  them,  ihall  fubmit 
what  I  have  here  itated. 

My  next  anxiety  is  to  aft  as  I 
believe  lord  Carlifle  would  wish  me 
to  aft,  for  his  honour  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  two  objefts  which  can¬ 
not  at  this  moment  be  feparated. 
I  am  ready  this  evening  or  to-mor¬ 
row  morning,  at  any  hour,  to  at¬ 
tend  the  commands  of  his  isajef- 
ty’s  minifters,  either  feparately  or 
colleftively.  To-morrow,  at  two, 
I  fhall  go  into  the  country  on  a 
viftt  of  perfonal  refpeft  and  private 
friendlhip  ;  and  on  Monday,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  I  fliall  if  ate,  as 
fully  as  a  weak  voice  will  permit, 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  prefect 
circumftances  of  Ireland  :  I  {hall 
do  this  without  any  mixture  of 
complaint,  and  with  the  mplf  anxi¬ 
ous  regard  to  facilitate  any  fubfe- 
quent  fyftem  for  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity,  I  fhall  only  wifti  to  let 
it  be  implied  by  the  world,  from 
Irifn  fafts,  in  contradiftioa  to  Eng¬ 
lish  treatment,  that  the  prefect  lord 
lieutenant  or  Ireland  (I  borrow  tiis 
own  words  from  his  laft  letter  to 
your  lordfhip)  4 4  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  eonduft  the  buftnefs  of 
Ireland,  at  a  moft  critical  period, 
without  difcredit  to  his  rnajefty’s 
government,  and  with  many  iii- 


H9 

creating  advantages  to  the  intereib 
of  his  kingdoms,” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

William  Eden, 


Memorial  from  Prince  Galitzik, 
and  Mo nf.  de  Marcoff  to  the 
States-Gene  ah 

^ HE  underwritten,  joint  mini- 
ffers  of  the  emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruftias  ,  in  confequence  of  the  orders 
given  the  mto  accelerate,  as  much  as. 
ill  them  lies,  the  falutary  work  of 
the  mediation,  entrufted  to  her  im¬ 
perial  Majelfy,  think  it  their  duty 
to  lofe  no  time  to  communicate  to 
your  high  mightineffes  a  copy  of  a 
letter  written  to  Monf.  Simolin, 
their  fovereign’s  miniflerat  London, 
by  Mr,  Fox,  fecretary  of  ftate  to  his 
Britannic  majelfy.  It  will  convince 
your  H.  M.  of  the  intentions  of  his 
B.M.to  befincerely  reconciled  to  the 
republic,  on  the  conditions, by  your- 
iclves  eftablifhed,  in  your  rel'olution 
of  the  14th  ult.  by  which  yon  again 
accept  of  the  emprefs ’s  mediation  ; 
the  preliminary  conceilion,  made  oil 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  concern¬ 
ing  the  principal  article  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  1  664,  feems  to  level  all  the  ob- 
ftacles  which  had  hitherto  prevented 
your  entering  upon  a  negociarion 
lor  a  final  peace.  If,  in  the,  inte¬ 
rim,  the  propofal  made  in  the  faid 
letter,  of  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilitles, 
fiiould  be  thought  conformable  to 
the  intereft  of  the  nation,  nothing* 
could  be  more  fo  to  the  principles 
of  humanity  in  general,  which  ac¬ 
tuate  the  emprefs,  and  to  her  pri¬ 
vate  fenti ments  of  benevolence  and 
affeftion  for  this  ftate  ;  efpecially  as 
fuch  a  meafure  has  the  double  ad¬ 
vantage  of  preventing  the  ufeiefs  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  ;  and  from  this  in- 
ftant  re  flaring  to  the  republic,  the 
enjoyments  of  the  rights  of  freedom 
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■in.  trade  and  navigation,  which  fall 
to  the  ihare  of  neutral  nations,  and 
efpecially  thofe  that  have  acceded 
to  the  principles  of  the  armed 
neutrality. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  difpo- 
fition  equally  peaceful,  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  real  welfare  of  the 
fiate,  which  your  H.  M.  have  al¬ 
ways  manifested  in  the  moil  lblemn 
and  pofitive  manner ;  the  under¬ 
written  flatter  themfelves,  that  you 
*  will  not  helitate  to  make  a  proper 
life  of  the  letter  they  have  the 
honour  to  communicate,  in  order 
to  take  a  quick  and  deciiive  refolu- 
tion,  that  may  tend  to  reflore  peace 
and  harmony  with  your  old  friend 
and  ally,  upon  terms  as  honourable 
as  they  are  advantageous. 

(Signed)  p.  Gallitzin. 

Marcqff. 


for  a  fufpenflon  of  hoflilities,  if,  Cf| 
their  part,  the  lords  the  flates-ge? 
neral  fhould  think  fuch  a  meat 
lure  fuitable  to  the  objedt  in  view. 

44  I  am  commanded  by  his  ma- 
jefly  to  explain  to  you,  Sir,  his  fen ? 
timents  on  fo  important  a  fubjedft 
and  delire  you  will  impart  the  fame 
to  the  minifters  of  her  imperial  raa- 
jefty  to  their  H.  M.  that  they  may 
be  conveyed,  without  the  Leaftdelay* 
to  the  minifters  of  the  republic  ; 
being  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  moft 
convenient  ftep,  with  the  mediation 
and  good  offices  of  her  imperial  ma^ 
jefty,  to  pur  an  end  to  the  icourge  of 
that  war,  which  unfortunately  mb? 
lifts  between  the  two  nations. 

44  I  have  the  honour  to  be  See. 
(Signed)  44  C.  J.  Fox.’® 


Letter  from  Mr.  Fox  tty  Monf. 
SlMOLlW. 

'•  iv  / 


Sir,  March  ig,  17S2 

ET Aying  laid  before  his  majefb 
1  an  extract  of  the  letter  whicl 


you  did  me  the  honour,  Sir,  of  com¬ 
municating  from  Prince  Gallizin 
and  Monf.  de  Marcolf,  J  have  his 
Majefty  ?s  commands  to  inform  vou, 
that  the  King,  delirous  of  tellifying 
his  intentions  towards  their  H.  M.* 
and  of  renewing  that  friendflfip 
which  has  been  fo  unfortunately  in¬ 
terrupted  between  old  allies,  who 
ought  to  be  united  in  the  bonds  of 
mutual  intereft,  is  ready  to  enter 
into  a  negociation,  for  the  purpofe 
ot  letting  on  foot  a  treaty  of  peace, 
qn  the  terms  and  conditions  of  that 
which  v/as  agreed  to  in  1674,  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty  and  the  republic  • 
and  that  the  better  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  a  plan  wrhich  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  fo  much  at  heart,  the  Kino- 
is  willing  to  give  immediate  order's 

i:>  v  ••  *  •  -  •  •  '  •  ■ 


A  fecond  Letter  from  Mr.  Fox  to  M. 

SlMOLlN. 

St.  fame's^  4 thMay /,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  Have  pot  at  all  delayed  to  lay 
before  his  majefty  the  communi¬ 
cation  which  you  did  me  the  honour 
of  making  to  me  the  firft  of  this 
month.  His  majefty  has  received  it 
as  a  new  mark  of  the  friendfhip  of 
fier  imperial  majefty,  and  as  a  proof 
of  the  lively  and  ft  nee  re  intereft 
which  fire  takes  in  the  reftoration  of 
the  peace  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
ancient  ally.  I  believe  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  remark  to  you,  Sir,  that 
his  majefty  has  underftood,  with 
the  greateft  fatisfaeftion,  that  he  has 
adjufted  hjs  councils  in  all  points 
conformable  to  the  meafures  which 
his  majefty  had  already  taken  to  fe¬ 
cond  the  good  offices  qf  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh.  The  king  moreover 
promifes  himfelf  that  her  imperial 
majefty  underftands  with  pleafurp 
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that  he  has  anticipated  her  counfels, 
In  having  offered  to  the  Hollanders 
the  entire  liberty  of  navigation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  treaty  of  1674,  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  repub¬ 
lic  ;  a  treaty  by  which  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  armed  neutrality  are 
eftablifhed,  in  their  widell  extent, 
to  all  the  contracting  parties.  His 
majefty  then  does  not  make  any  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  fay,  that  he  will  accept, 
as  the  bafis  of  a  feparate  peace  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  ftates-general,  a 
free  navigation,  according  to  the 
principles  demanded  by  her  imperial 
majefty,  in  her  declaration  of  the 
28th  of  February,  1  -  80. 

You  will  permit  me  to  remark, 
that  in  communicating  to  you  the 
fentiments  of  his  majefty,  1  believe 
I  need  not  repeat  what  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  to  you  by  his  majef¬ 
ty ’s  orders,  on  the  29th  of  March 
laft.  If  that  letter  has  not  pro¬ 
duced  theeffedts,  which  her  imperial 
majefty  feems  to  have  promifed 
would  be  the  eftedl  of  fuch  a  ftep 
towards  a  reconciliation,  and  on 
which  alone,  according  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  minifters  of  her  imperial 
majefty  at  the  Hague,  the  republic 
made  the  negociation  for  a  peace 
with  Great  Britain  to  depend  ;  and 
if,  notwithftanding  the  moderation 
which  his  majefty  has  taken  pains  to 
prove  on  this  occafion,  in  terms  the 
leaft  equivocal,  the  republic  fliall 
perfift  to  oppofe  every  idea  of  a  fe¬ 
parate  peace,  the  king  will  always 
have  the  fatisfadtion  of  having  act¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  manifeft: 
the  price  he  fets  on  the  friend- 
fiiip  of  her  imperial  majefty,  and 
the  refpedt  he  has  for  her  coun¬ 
cils. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Q.  J.  Fox, 


1  Jft 

\ 

Memorial  delivered  by  Count  de  Qfter- 
metnn ,  vice-chancellor  of  RujJia ,  to 
the  Dutch  ambajfador  at  Ret  erf- 
burgh.  1 

Sir, 

S  foon  as  the  emprefs  was  in¬ 
formed  of  therefolutions  taken 
by  their  high  mightinefies,  the  ftates- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces,  on 
the  overture  tending  to  a  feparate 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Republic,  and  the  condition  upon 
which  it  was  to  depend,  her  majefty 
did  not  lole  a  moment  to  give  all  the 
effedt  poflible  to  her  mediation.  The 
fpirit  of  diftntereftednefs  and  huma¬ 
nity  which  dictated  the  firft:  over¬ 
ture  (he  is  conftantly  adluated  by  ; 
4he  has  therefore  made  a  new  effort 
to  bring  matters  to  a  favourable  ter¬ 
mination.  With  this  view  fhe  has 
difpatched  a  courier  exprefs  to  Lon¬ 
don,  charged  with  inftrudtions  to 
her  envoy  at  that  court,  analogous 
to  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
objedti  The  motives  by  which  this 
minifter  will  endeavour  to  Influence 
his  Britannic  majefty,  to  admit  the 
propofal,  which  is  to  be  the  bafis  of 
pacification,  will  be  founded  on  the 
perfedf  knowledge  which  his  ma¬ 
jefty  poffefles  of  the  impartially  pro- 
feftfed  by  her  imperial  majefty,  and 
the  fidelity  and  conllancy  with 
which  fire  has  adhered,  in  the  face  of 
all  Europe,  to  the  principles  adopted 
by  her,  and  which  are  founded  in 
juftice. 

Her  imperial  majefty’s  principles 
bear  too  vifibly  the  impreffion  of  the 
purity  of  her  intentions,  for  them  to 
be  mifeonftrued  by  their  high  migh- 
tinefles.  The  franknefs  which  fhe 
has  (hewn  in  all  her.adtions,  and 
the  cordiality  with  which  fhe  has  in¬ 
formed  them  of  her  determinations, 
infpired  her  with  a  full  confidence, 
that  they  will  not  take  any  ftep 
K  4  which 
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which  may  become  prejudicial  to  the 
p  relent  date  of  the  riegociation  which 
has  been  entered  upon,  or  change 
the  pacific  fentiments  which  they 
have  held  out. 

In  this  perfuafion,  ilie  has  h alien¬ 
ed  to  found  the  difpofition  of  the 
court  of  London,  relative  to  the 
principles  of  neutrality.  It  is  na¬ 
tural  confequently  to  underhand 
their  intention  before  an  anfwer  is 
returned,  and  to  fufpend,  in  the  in¬ 
terim,  every  meafure  which  might 
alter  the  fituation  of  the  republic. 
Theemprefs  has  too  much  relpedlto 
the  wifdom  and  penetration  of  their 
high  mightineffes,  to  entertain  a 
thought  of  their  fwerving  from  thofe 
principles  of  moderation  which  it  is 
fo  effentially  neceffary  to  obferve,  if 
they  have  a  ferious  intention  of  pro¬ 
moting  thofe  falutary  purpofes  which 
his  majelly  haspropofed,  and  which 
their  high  mightineffes  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  countenance.  It  will  not 
be  without  great  regret,  that  fine  will 
fee  the  hopes  fruflrated  which  Ihe 
has  entertained  upon  this  fubjeef. 
The  imperial  minifter  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  fubmitting  the  above  to  his 
excellency  the  ambaffador  to  their 
high  mightineffes,  in  reply  to  the 
communication  received  from  him, 
dated  March  17,  of  the  refolution 
of  their  high  mightineffes. 

Comte  De  Qstehmann. 


Letter  from  General  Wajhbigton  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  > 

Head  Quarters,  April  21,  1782, 

O *  *  * 

Sir, 

/~|pH  E  inclofed  reprefentation, 
|  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Monmouth,  with  tefti- 
rm  nials  to  the  faff  (which  can  be 
coirpborated  by  other  unqueflion- 


able  evidence)  will  bring  before 
your  excellency  the  moll  wanton, 
cruel,  and  unprecedented  murder 
that  ever  difgraced  the  arms  of  a 
civilized  people.  I  fhall  not,  be- 
caufe  I  conceive  it  altogether  un- 
neceffary,  trouble  your  excellency 
wdth  any  animadverhons  on  this 
tranfadlion.  Candour  obliges  me  to 
be  explicit-— to  fave  the  innocent  I 
demand  the  guilty. 

Captain  Lippencot  therefore,  or 
the  officer  who  commanded  at  the 
execution  of  captain  Huddy,  muff 
be  given  up  ;  or,  if  that  officer  was 
of  inferior  rank  to  him,  fo  many 
of  the  perpetrators  as  will,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tariff  of  exchange,  be  an 
equivalent.  To  do  this  will  mark 
the  juflice  of  your  excellency’s  cha- 
rabter.  In  failure  of  it,  I  fhall  hold 
myfelf  juflified,  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  man,  for  the  meafure  to  which 
I  fhall  refort. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  he  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  cannot  be  more  diff 
agreeble  to  you  to  be  addreffed  in 
this  language,  than  it  is  to  me  to 
offer  it  ;  but  the  fubjebl  requires 
franknefs  and  decifion. 

I  have  to  requefl  your  fpeedy  de¬ 
termination,  as  my  refolution  is 
fufpended  but  for  your  anfwer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  excellency’s 

rnoft  obedient  and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  George  Washington, 

Sir  Henry  Clinton , 


Letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen, 
IHaJbington, 

Nevo-Tork ,  April  2  ",  1782. 
Sir, 

OUR  letter  of  the  2  ill  inftant, 

*  with  the  enclofed  telHmonials 
refpedfing  captain  Huddy’s  execu¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  was  delivered  to  me  yeflerday. 
Though  I  am  extremely  concerned 
for  the  caufe,  I  cannot  conceal  my 
furprize  and  difpleafure  at  the  very 
improper  language  you  have  made 
ufe  of,  which  you  could  not  but  be 
fenfible  was  totally  unneceffary. 

The  mildnefs  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  does  not  admit  of  ads  of 
cruelty  or  perfecuting  violence,  and 
as  they  are  notorioufly  contrary  to 
the  tenor  of  my  own  con  dud  and 
dhpolition  (having  never  yet  llained 
my  hands  with  innocent  blood),  I 
raid  claim  the  jufHce  of  having  it 
believed,  that,  if  luch  have  been 
committed  by  any  perfon  under  my 
command,  they  could  not  have  been 
warranted  bv  my  authority,  nor  can 
they  ever  have  the  lanction  or  my 
approbation.  My  perfonal  feelings, 
therefore,  required  no  fuch  incite¬ 
ments  to  urge  me  to  take  every 
proper  notice  of  the  barbarous  out¬ 
rage  again!!  humanity  (which  you 
have  reprefented  to  rne)  the  mo¬ 
ment  it  came  to  my  knowledge ; 
and  accordingly,  when  I  heard  of 
captain  Huddy’s  death  (which  was 
only  four  days  before  I  received 
your  letter)  I  inflantly  ordered  a 
drift  enquiry  to  be  made  into  all  its 
circumftances,  and  fliall  bring  the 
perpetrators  of  it  to  an  immediate 
trial. 

To  facrifice  innocence  under  the 
notion  of  preventing  guilt,  in  place 
of  fupprefting,  would  be  adopting 
barbarity,  and  raifing  it  to  the  great- 
eft  height.  Whereas,  if  the  vio¬ 
lators  of  the  lav/s  of  war  are  pu- 
nifhed  by  the  generals  under  whofe 
power  they  ad,  the  horrors,  which 
thofe  laws  were  formed  to  prevent, 
will  be  avoided,  and  every  degree 
of  humanity,  war  is  capable  of, 
maintained. 

Could  violations  of  humanity  be 
ju  (lifted  by  example,  many  from 


m 

the  parts  where  your  power  prevails, 
that  exceed,  and  probably  gave  rife 
to  this  in  queftion,  could  be  pro¬ 
duced.  In  hopes  that  the  mode  I 
mean  to  purfue  will  be  adopted  bv 
you,  and  prevent  all  future  enor« 
mities, 

I  remain,  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  Cli  NT  ON. 

Hzs  excellency  Gen,  Wajhington, 


Letter  from  Gen,  Rolertfon  to  General 
VHaJhington . 

A evoTork)  May  i,  1782. 
Sir, 

A  Corn  million  from  the  king,  ap¬ 
pointing  me  commander  in 
chief  of  his  forces  in  this  country, 
having  arrived  by  a  late  conveyance, 
x  make  it  one  of  my  firft  cares  to 
convince  you  of  my  wifh  to  carry 
on  the  war  agreeably  to  the  rules 
which  humanity  formed,  and  the 
examples  of  the  poll  ted  nations  re¬ 
commended.  I  make  this  declara¬ 
tion  of  my  refolution,  in  hope  that 
I  may  nnd  a  ftmilar  inclination  in 
you. 

To  died  this,  let  us  agree  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  punifli  every  breach  of  the 
rules  of  war  within  the  fpheres  of 
our  command. 

The  papers  accompanying  this  will 
(hew  that  many  ads  of  barbarity 
have  been  committed.  Some  of 
them  you  may  not  have  heard  of: 
of  iome,  I  hear  with  fatisfadion, 
you  have  declared  your  abhorrence. 
Thele  have  been  put  into  my  hands 
as  vindications  of  a  late  enormity 
complained  of  by  you. 

I  can  by  no  means  admit  the  in¬ 
ference  :  nothing  but  the  utmoft 
neceftlty  can  juflify  retaliation  ;  and 
if  this  cruel,  dangerous  meafure  was 
to  be  entruiled  in  the  hands  of  in- 
cen fed^  men,  univerfal  horror  and 
barbarity  would  enlue. 


A  court- 
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A  court-martial  is  appointed  to 
try  the  per fon  you  complain  of,  and 
all  his  abettors  in  the  death  of  Mud¬ 
dy,  by  fir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had 
taken  meafures  for  this  before  he  re¬ 
ceived  any  letter  from  you  on  the 
fubjett. 

Thefe  papers  will  afford  you  op¬ 
portunities  in  like  manner  of  vindi¬ 
cating  the  right  of  humanity,  and 
of  punifhing  the  infuk  offered  to 
your  command  by  perpetrators  ot 
thefe  cruelties. 

I  find  that  Mr.  Hetfield  and  Mr. 
Badgely,  though  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  a  flag  of  truce,  have  been 
taken  prifoners  at  Elizabeth -Town, 
where  they  were,  by  the  direction 
of ,  your  com  miffary  of  prifoners,  on 
iinjuftifiable  pretences. 

As  the  fir  it  proof  that  you  accept 
the  propofal  I  make  to  join  you  in 
preventing  every  infraction  ot  the 
rules  of  war,  1  defire  you  will  be 
pleated  to  order  thefe  men  to  be  fent 
back  to  Staten  Ifland.  Every  rc- 
qneft  of  yours  to  me,  founded  on 
this  principle,  will  moft  readily  be 
complified  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  James  Robertuqn. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajjpingtoti, 

i— mm  in  n  i  fii  mi  uni  mr  i  i  r  n  r- nr~n~-r  m  t~ pt  rrn  r  h  n 

General  IHaJhington' s  anf-vocr. 

Head  Quarters,  May  5 ,  1 7  8  2 . 
Sir, 

Had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  iff  infiant. 

Your  excellency  is  acquainted 
with  the  determination  expreffed  in 
my  letter  of  the  2  iff  of  April  to  fir 
Henry  Clinton.  I  have  now  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that  fo  far  from  receding 
from  that  re  dilution,  orders  are  f^iven 
to  defignate  a  Britifh  officer  for  reta¬ 
liation.  The  time  and  place  are 
f*xed.  But  iftili  hope  the  refult  of 


your  court-martial  will  present  this- 
dread  fu  1  alterna  ti  ve . 

Sincerely  lamenting  the  cruel  ne- 
ceffity,  which  alone  can  induce  lo 
diftrefiing  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent 
inffance,  1  do  affure  your  excel¬ 
lency,  1  am  as  delirous  as  you  can 
be,  that  the  war  may  be  carried  on 
agreeable  to  the  rules  which  hum  a- 
nity  formed,  and  the  example  of 
the  polite  ft  nations  recommends,  and 
fhail  be  extremely  happy  in  agreeing 
with  you  to  prevent  or  punilh  every 
breach  of  the  rules  of  war,  within 
the  fpheies  of  our  refpedtive  com¬ 
mands. 

I  am  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  detention  of 
Badgely  and  Hetfield  ;  the  matter 
ffiali  be  examined  into,  and  juffice 
done:  but  I  muff  inform  you,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  deferters,  or  cha- 
rudters  who, for  the  crimes  they  have 
committed  are  amenable  to  the  civil 
powers,  cannot,  on  either  fide,  be 
protefted  under  the  fandtion  of  a 
flag.  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  the 
above  mentioned  perfonsare  in  that 
predicament. 

Recrimination  would  be  ufelefs  : 
I  forbear  therefore  to  mention  nu . 
merous  inffances  which  have  ftained 
the  reputation  of  your  arms,  mark¬ 
ed  the  progrefs  of  this  war  with  un- 
ufual  leverity,  and  difgraced  the 
honour  of  human  nature  itfelf. 

While  I  wave  this  ungrateful  dif- 
cuflion,  I  repeat  the  affertion,  that 
it  is  my  moft  ardent  defire,  not  on¬ 
ly  to  foften  the  inevitable  calamities 
of  war,  but  even  to  introduce,  on 
every  occafion,  as  great  a  {hare  of 
tendernefs  and  humanity,  as  can  pof- 
hly  be  exercifed  in  a  ftate  of  liof- 
tilitv. 

j 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Washin  gton, 

H  i  Excellency  Gen.  Robcrfjeu, 


J  fetter 
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di'  letter  from  the  Board  of  Loyali/ls  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 


■Sir, 


New  2  ork9  Afri 1 27,  1 7  8  2 , 


IN  an  Twer  to  the  letter  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  your 
excellency  yefterday  afternoon,  1 
am  de fired  by  the  board  to  inform 
you,  that  three  pri loners  delivered 
to  captain  Lippencot  on  the  8th  in  ft. 
were  not  exchanged  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  board  ;  but  that 
they  were  neverthelefs  difpofed  or 
in  a  manner,  which  the  board  was 
clearly  of  opinion  was  highly  juffifi- 
able,  from  the  general  principles  of 
neceflky,  and  the  peculiar  nature 
and  circumllar.ces  of  the  cafe  :  a 
particular  detail  of  which,  from  the 
ihortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  by  your 
excellency,  we  cannot  enter  into  at 
prefent,  Randolph  and  Fleming 
were  both  exchanged  for  captain 
Tilton.  Captain  Lippencot,  on  his 
firh  return  from  Sandy-Hook,  made 
report,  in  writing,  or  the  capture 
pf  an  eighteen -oar  barge  ;  a  copy 
pf  which  report,  is  inclofed,  and 
mentioned  verbally  to  one  or  two 
members  who  happened  to  be  at  the 
board-room  before  a  full  board  had 
met,  that  Huddy  was  exchanged 
(laying  an  emphafis  on  the  word) 
for  Philip  White  ;  and  that  when 
he  came  away  from  the  Hook,  Ran¬ 
dolph  was  allowed  to  goto  Freehold 
on  his  parole,  in  order  to  prepofe 
his  exchange  for  captain  Tilton,  and 
Fleminp'  for  Aaron  White  ;  or  if  that 
could  not  be  obtained,  to  offer  both 
Randolph  and  Fleming  for  captain 
Tilton  alone. 

As  captain  Lippencot  immediate¬ 
ly  after  went  back  again  to  Sandy 
Hook  to  complete  this  buhnefs  of 
exchange,  the  board  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  enquiring  into  the 
particulars  of  his  tranfadk>p$  till 


after  his  fecond  return,  which  was 
near  about  the  time  of  their  receiv¬ 
ing  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the 
20th,  refpeding  the  complaint  made 
by  the  American  commillioners  at 
Elizabeth  Town.  They  then  di- 
reded  their  report  to  be  made,  in. 
writing,  which  was  done,  and  taken, 
but  not  completed,  for  the  reafom 
let  forth  in  our  letter  of  the  2;th. 

With  regard  to  the  circumftances 
concerning  the  reported  death,  of 
Jofhua  Huddy,  the  board  know  no¬ 
thing,  except  what  is  contained  in  a 
letter  which  we  underhand  was  in¬ 
tended  to  have  been  made  part  of 
a  report  on  this  fubjed.  The  board 
cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  addi¬ 
tions  or  alterations  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  might  have  thought  proper 
to  have  made  therein,  had  they  not 
been  prevented  from  fin  idling  it,  by 
the  fudden  feizure  and  confinement 
of  captain  Lippencot  :  but  as  we 
think  the  reafons  and  hate  of  fads 
it  contains  are  fo  artlefs,  candid, 
and  juft,  as  cannot  fail  of  removing 
all  prejudices  againft  the  condud  of 
that  party  of  loyalifts,  we  fliall  take 
the  liberty,  though  we  have  not  their 
content  for  it,  to  lay  a  copy  of  that 
paper,  imperfed  as  it  is,  before 
your  excellency,  for  your  fatisfac- 
tion  on  this  head  of  enquiry. 

As  the  board  have  not  been  ho¬ 
noured  with  any  official  communi¬ 
cations,  that  can  enable  them  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  extraordinary  treat¬ 
ment  which  one  of  their  officers  has 
received  ;  and  as  they  are  unwilling 
to  believe  public  rumour,  which 
charges  its  origin  to  the  mere  fug- 
geffions  and  threats  of  an  American 
general,  they  are  utterly  at  a  lofs 
how  to  condud  thetmelves  on  this 
important  occafion.  They  fearcely 
can  perfuade  themfelves  that  it  is 
pcffible  that  men,  who  have  facri- 
hced  their  all,  and  repeatedly  rifked 

their 
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their  lives  to  manifeft  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  king?s  government,  {hall 
be  treated  as  if  they  themfelves  were 
rebels.  They  have  been  often  fo- 
lenmly  prom i fed  protection  and  flip- 
port,  to  encourage  them  in  their 
exertions  ;  yet  when  they  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  nothing 
has  been  attempted  by  that  govern¬ 
ment  (as  they  know  of)  to  favethcm 
from  ignominious  punifiiment,  or 
to  prevent  others  experiencing  the 
like  unhappy  fate  ;  the  confequenee 
of  which  is  that  many  hundreds  of 
loyal  Britifii  funjefts  have  been 
murdered  in  cool  blood,  fometimes 
with,  but  often  without  even  the 
mockery  of  law. 

When  fuch  horrid  deeds  are  buf¬ 
fered  to  pafs  with  impunity,  and 
even  without  one  fpirited  effort  to 
check  their  progrefs,  can  it  be  won¬ 
dered  at  if  individuals  {hall  think 
themfelves  juftifiable  in  having  re- 
eoiirfe  to  whatever  meafures  they 
may  judge  moil  likely  to  fave  them 
from  the  threatened  deffrudtion.  We 
may  reafon,  or  we  may  cenfure,  as 
we  pleafe ;  but  men,  fo  peculiarly 
circum ftanced,  will  a 61  from  their 
feelings  ;  nay,  would  be  wanting  in 
duty  to  themfelves,  were  they  to  adf 
©thenvife. 

IN  o  perfons  can,  however,  be 
more  averfe  than  the  board  to  the 
encouraging  or  permitting  retalia¬ 
tion  in  the  individuals  of  a  commu¬ 
nity;  but  when  the  power  of  that 
community  cannot,  or  is  not  exert- 
ed  in  their  behalf,  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture  and  felf-prefervation  will,  from 
the  necefTity  of  the  cafe,  juftify  the 
meafure.  As  matters  have  been 
eircum (lanced  for  fotne  timp  pad, 
no  other  expedient  can  poffiblv  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe,  and  that  this  will 
prove  fufficientlv  efficacious,  we  have 
the  experience  of  three  feveral  in- 
flances.  Colonel  De  Lancy,  of 
Weil  Chefter,  caufed  one  of  his 
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prifoners  to  be  hung  up,  to  retali¬ 
ate  for  the  hanging  of  one  of  his  re¬ 
fugees  by  the  Americans ;  which  im- 
mediately  occasioned  a  ftop  to  be 
put  to  their  treating  his  people  in 
any  other  light  than  as  prifoners  of 
war,  though  they  frequently  before 
affedted  to  confider  them  as  thieves, 
robbers,  or  prifoners  of  Hate,  as  bed 
fuited  their  malignant  defigns* 
Captain  Cornelius  Watford,  of  the 
refugee  militia  volunteers,  and  his 
alibciates,  likewife  had  a  prifoner 
hung  in  the  fame  manner,  and  it 
was  attended  with  the  deffred  effedl. 
Nor  have  we  heard  that  either  of 
thofe  gentlemen  were  ever  called  to 
an  account,  or  fo  much  as  cenfured 
lor  their  condudl  in  this  refpedL 
The  affiociated  loyalists  at  Lloyd’s 
Neck,  by  confining  fome  of  their 
principal  prifoners  in  the  Prevoll, 
and  threatening  to  make  them,  by¬ 
way  of  retaliation,  dig  a  mine  iimi- 
Iar  to  that  of  Simfbury,  in  which 
unfortunate  loyalifts  are  buried  a- 
Hve,  and  confine  them  in  the  fame 
cruel  manner,  have  fecured  a  pro¬ 
per  treatment  in  Connedlicut  of  a  fib- 
ciates  on  the  footing  of  prifoners  of 
war.  The  late  inflance  of  Huddy  is 
the  firfi  in  which  any  of  the  loyalifls 
under  the  board  have  gone  the  full 
length  of  retaliation,  and  when  it 
is  confidered  how  long  they  have 
borne  with  the.  manifold  cruelties  of 
the  Americans,  and  how  many  of 
their  fellow -affociators  have  been 
barbaroufly  murdered,  after  they 
had  furrendered  as  prifoners  of  war, 
the  wonder  is  how  they  have  been 
prevailed  upon  to  with-hold  their 
refentment  io  long.  They  have 
tried  in  vain  to  {'often  their  enemies 
by  returning  good  for  evil,  and  have 

j  4  o  o  7 

uniformly  treated  their  prifoners 
well,  often  indulging  them  with  pa¬ 
roles  to  viiit  their  homes,  although 
many  of  them  had  refilled  to  return 
when  fum moned,  and  the  loyaliifs 
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were  at  the  fame  time  generally  con¬ 
fined  in  dungeons  and  in  irons*  We 
ardently  wifh,  however,  that  a  flop 
might  be  put  to  the  practice  of  re¬ 
taliation  ;  but  w.e  know  not  how  it 
can  be  done,  while  the  American 
leaders  prefume  that  they  may  falely 
difcriminate,  in  their  treatment  or 
prifoners,  between  the  king’s  regular 
forces  and  his  loyal  American  fub- 
jecis  ;  but  if,  added  to  this,  coun¬ 
tenance  fhall  be  given  to  fuch  dif- 
crimination  as  { to  mention  no  other 
Alliances)  has  been  done  in  a  late 
capitulation,  the  confequences  muff 
inevitably  be,  that  they  will  either 
quit  the  country,  or  join  the  Ame¬ 
ricans*  Their  patience  under  their 
fuller}  ngs  has  been  fuch  as  can  hard¬ 
ly  be  paralleled  in  hiftory.  Many 
of  them  are  now  fullering  in  differ¬ 
ent  American  gaols,  who  cannot 
procure  an  exchange,  though  they 
have  affiled  in  taking  prifoners, 
which  have  been  appropriated  to 
the  exchange  of  fome  hundreds  of 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Britifh 
army. 

Your  excellency  willpleafe  roex- 
cufe  the  freedom  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions.  They  are  not  intended  to 
give  you  any  offence.  But  it  would 
ill  become  us  to  be  filent,  when  we 
find  that  one  of  our  officers  is  not 
only  feized,  without  the  leaft  intima¬ 
tion  to  us  of  any  fuch  intention, 
but  when,  from  the  myflerious  con¬ 
duct  which  has  been  obferved  on 
the  occafion,  an  univerfal  alarm  has 
been  fpread  among  the  loyalifls  with¬ 
in  the  lines,  and  is  likely  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  more  pernicious  confe¬ 
quences  among  thofe  without, 

Aaron  White,  who  was  taken 
with  Philip  White,  has  made  his 
efcape  from  Freehold  gaol,  and  is 
juft  arrived.  By  the  inclofed  depo¬ 
sition,  your  excellency  will  be  en¬ 
abled  to  judge,  whether  the  execu¬ 


tion  of  Huddy  was  not  as  juft  as  it 
was  neceifary. 

We  fhall  obferve  your  excellen¬ 
cy’s  directions  concerning  the  future 
exchange  of  prifoners,  and  havefent 
you  our  com  ml  if  dry’s  return  of  thofe 
now  in  his  cuftody. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  on  be?- 
haff  of  the  board,  fir,  your  excellen¬ 
cy’s  moil  obedient  humble  fervaat, 
(Signed) 

Wi  l  liam  Franklin,  Prefident. 

P.  S*  We  beg  leave  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  your  excellency,  in  addition 
to  White’s  affidavit,  copies  of  two 
depofitions  refpedting  the  murder  of 
a  loyalift,  by  the  orders  of  lord  Stir¬ 
ling,  an  American  general.  Alfo  a 
copy  of  a  reprefentation  made  to 
major-general  Pattifon,  when  com¬ 
mandant  of  this  city  in  behalf  of  a 
number  of  loyalists,  taken  from 
Long  Ifland,  and  confined  in  the 
gaols  of  Connecticut,  feveral  of 
whom  were  then  under  fen  fence  of 
death.  Many  hundred  inftances  of 
a  fimilar  nature  might  be  collected 5 
were  there  fufficient  time  for  it,  and 
the  loyalifts  called  upon  for  the  pur- 
pofe. 

Bis  excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton 9 
knight  of  the  Bath ,  He.  He. 


Extra  hi  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Vlrajh~ 
ington  to  the  C-ongrefs ,  and  letters 
of  Sir  Guy  Car  let  on  and  General 
WaJInngton. 

Head- Quarters,  Way  i  o,  1782. 
TUST  as  I  am  doling  thefe  clift 
fp  patches,  a  letter  from  fir  Guy 
Carleton  is  handed  to  me,  covering 
fursdry  printed  papers,  a  copy  of 
which,  wii.li  the  papers,  I  have  now 
the  honour  torinclofe  to  your  excel¬ 
lency,  together  with  a  copy  of-  my 
anfvver  to  him  ;  and  I  fatter  my- 
felf  my  conduct  herein  will  be  a- 
g recable  to  the  vvifhes  ot  congrefs.” 

Bead 
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Head  quarters,  New~York, 
Sir,  jtbMay,  1782. 

Having  been  appointed  by  his 
imajefty  to  the  command  of  the 
forces  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and 
joined  with  admiral  Digby  in  the 
commiffion  of  peace,  I  find  it  proper 
in  this  manner  to  apprize  your  ex¬ 
cellency  of  my  arrival  at  New 
York. 

The  occafion,  Sir,  feems  to  ren¬ 
der  this  communication  proper,  but 
the  circum fiances  of  the  prefent  time 
render  it  alfo  indifpenfable,  as  I  find 
it  juft  to  tranfmit  herewith  to  your 
excellency  certain  papers,  from  the 
perufal  of  which  your  excellency 
will  perceive  what  difpofitions  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  government  and  people 
of  England  toward  thofe  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  what  farther  effedts  are 
likely  to  follow  :  if  the  like  pacific 
difpofitions  fliould  prevail  in  this 
country,  both  my  inclination  and 
duty  will  lead  me  to  meet  them  with 
the  moft  zealous  concurrence.  In 
all  events,  Sir,  it  is  with  me  to  de¬ 
clare,  that,  if  war  muft  prevail,  I 
iliall  endeavour  to  render  its  miferies 
as  light  to  the  people  of  this  con¬ 
tinent  as  the  circumftances  of  fuch 
a  condition  will  poftibly  permit. 

I  am  much  Concerned  to  find,  that 
private  and  unauthorized  perfons 
have  on  both  fides  given  way  to  thole 
paftions,  which  ought  to  have  receiv¬ 
ed  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  effectual 
controul,  and  which  have  begot  a  efts 
of  retaliation,  which,  without  pro¬ 
per  preventions,  may  have  an  ex¬ 
tent  equally  calamitous  and  difho- 
nourable  to  both  parties,  though,  as 
it  fliould  feem,  more  extenftvely 
pernicious  to  the  natives  and  fettlers 
of  this  country. 

How  much  foever,  Sir,  we  may 
differ  in  other  reipedfs*  upon  this 
one  point  we  muft  perfectly  concur, 
being  alike  interefted  to  preferve  the 
name  of  Englifhmen  from  reproach, 
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and  individuals  from  experiencing 
fuch  umieceffary  evils,  as  can  have 
no  effedt  upon  a  general  decifion  t 
every  proper  meafure  that  may  tend 
to  prevent  thefe  criminal  exceftes  its 
individuals,  I  fhall  ever  be  ready  to 
embrace  ;  and  as  an  advance  on  my 
part,  I  have,  as  the  firft  act  of  my 
command,  enlarged  Mr.  Living- 
fton,  and  have  written  to  his  father 
on  the  fubjedt  of  fuch  exceftes  as 
have  paired  in  New  Jerfey,  defiring 
his  concurrence  in  fuch  meafures  as* 
even  under  the  conditions  of  war, 
the  common  interefts  of  humanity 
require. 

I  am  farther  to  acquaint  you,  Sir* 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
fent  this  day  a  fimiiar  letter  of  com¬ 
pliment  to  Congrefs,  but  am  in¬ 
formed  it  is  previouflv  neceffary  to 
obtain  a  paftport  from  your  excel¬ 
lency,  which  I  therefore  hope  to 
receive,  if  you  have  no  objedtion, 
for  the  palfage  of  Mr.  Morgan  to 
Philadelphia,  for  the  above  pur-« 
pofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  refpedi,  your  excellency’s  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Guy  Ca  RLETONV 
His  excellency  gen *  Wajhington . 

Headquarters,  lqtbof'Mqy ,  178L 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  laft  evening  to 
receive  your  excellency’s  letter  of 
the  7th,  with  the  feveral  papers  in- 
clofed. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement  of 
this  unnatural  war,  my  conduct  has 
borne  invariable  teftimony  againft, 
thofe  inhuman  exceftes,  which  in 
too  many  inftances  have  marked  its 
various  progrefs.- 

With  refpedi  to  a  late  tranfadfion* 
to  which  I  prefume  your  excellency 
alludes,  I  have  already  expreffed  my 
fixed  refolution — a  refolution  formed 
on  the  moll  mature  deliberation* 
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and  from  which  I  fball  not  re¬ 
cede. 

I  have  to  inform  your  excellency, 
that  your  requeft  of  a  paffport  for 
Mr.  Morgan  to  go  to  Philadelphia, 
wilLbe  conveyed  to  Congrefs  by  the 
earlieft  opportunity  ;  and  you  may 
reft  allured  that  I  will  embrace  the 
firft  moment  to  communicate  to  you 
their  determination  thereon. 

Many  inconveniences  and  dif- 
orders  having  arilen  from  an  impro¬ 
per  admiliion  of  flags  at  various  polls 
of  the  two  armies,  which  have  given 
rife  to  complaints  on  both  fides— 
to  prevent  abufes  in  future,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  communication, 

I  have  concluded  to  receive  all  flags 
from  within  your  lines  at  the  polls 
of  Dobb’s  Ferry,  and  no  where 
die,  fo  long  as  the  head-quarters  of 
the  two  armies  remain  as  at  the  pre¬ 
lent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s,  &c. 

G.  Washington. 
His  excellcticy  Jir  Guy  Car  let  on , 

By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  ajfem- 
hledy  May  14,  1782. 

The  letter  of  the  10th,  from  the  . 
commander  in  chief  being  read,  in- 
clofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him 
from  fir  Guy  Car leton,  dated  Head 
Quarters,  New- York,  May  7,  1782. 

Refolved,  That  the  commander  in 
chief  be,  and  hereby  is  direbted  to 
refufe  the  requeft  of  fir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  of  a  pafiport  for  Mr.  Morgan, 
to  bring  difpaches  to  Philadelphia. 
— - Publifhed  by  order  of  congrefs. 

Charges  Thompson,  Secretary. 


Better  from  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton,  and 
Rear-admiral  Ulgby ,  to  Gen,  VFafj- 
ington , 

Neiv-Ycrk>  Av.guft  2 ,  1782. 
Sir, 

H  E  pacific  difpofition  of  the 
_£  parliament  and  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  towards  the  Thirteen  Provinces, 


has  already  been  communicated  to 
you,  and  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  of  the  2  7th  of  February 
laft,  have  been  placed  in  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s  hands,  and  intimations 
given  at  the  fame  time,  that  farther 
pacific  meafures  were  likely  to  fol¬ 
low.  Since  which,  until  the  prefent 
time,  we  have  had  no  direbt  com«* 
munications  from  England  :  but  a 
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mail  is  now  arrived,  which  brings 
us  very  important  information. 

We  are  acquai  nted,  Sir,  by  au¬ 
thority,  that  negociations  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  peace  have  already  commenc¬ 
ed  at  Paris  ;  and  that  Mr.  Grenville 
is  invefted  with  full  powers  to  treat 
with  all  the  parties  at  war ;  and  is 
now  at  Paris  in  the  execution  of  his 
com  million. 

And  we  are  farther,  Sir,  made 
acquainted,  that  his  majefty,  in. 
order  to  remove  all  obftacles  to  that 
peace  which  he  fo  ardently  wiflies  to 
reftore,  has  commanded  his  mini- 
fters  to  direct  Mr.  Grenville,  that 
the  Independency  of  the  Thirteen 
Provinces  fhould  be  propofed  by 
him,  in  the  firft  inftance,  inftead  of 
making  it  a  condition  of  a  general 
treaty  ;  however,  not  without  the 
higheft  confidence,  that  the  loyalifts 
{hall  be  reftored  to  their  poftefiions, 
or  a  full  compenfation  made  them 
for  whatever  confifcations  may  have 
taken  place. 

With  refpebl  to  Mr.  Laurens,  we 
are  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has 
been  enlarged,  and  difcharged  from 
all  engagements  without  any  con¬ 
dition  whatever ;  after  which,  he 
declared  of  his  own  accord,  that  he 
confidered  lord  Cornwallis  as  freed 
from  his  parole.  Upon  this  point 
we  are  to  defire  your  excellency’s 
fentiments,  or  thole  of  Congrefs. 

We  are  farther  acquainted,  that 
tranfporrs  have  been  prepared  in 
England  for  conveying  all  the  Ame¬ 
rican  prifoners  to  this  country,  to 
be  exchanged  here  ;  and  we  are,  db 

reded 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


j  6q 

rented  to  urge,  by  every  consider¬ 
ation  of  humanity,  the  moft  fpeedy 
exchange  ;  a  meafure  in  which,  not 
only  the  comforts,  but  the  rights  of 
individuals  are  concerned.  A  pro- 
polition  has  already  been  made,  that 
(all  exchanges  of  men  of  the  fame 
defcription  being  exhaufted)  failor 
and  Soldier,  Shall  be  immediately 
exchanged,  .man  for  man,  again  If 
each  other,  with  this  condition  an¬ 
nexed,  that  your  bailors  Shall  be  at 
liberty  to  Serve  the  moment  they  are 
exchanged,  and  the  Soldiers  fo  re¬ 
ceived  by  us  (hall  not  Serve,  in  or 
auainft  the  Thirteen  Provinces  for 

O 

one  year,  and  from  this  proportion 
we  do  not  now  wifh  to  recede. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
your  excellency’s 
moil  obedient,  and 
moll  humble  Servants  , 
(Signed)  Guy  Carleton, 
R.  Dic-by. 

His  excellency  gen .  VYajhington. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fr cm  Gen.  Waf- 
ington  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton . 

Head-Quarters,  Sept.  8,  1782. 

Cannot  help  remarking,  that 
your  excellency  has  Several  times 
lately  taken  occafton  to  mention,  that 
all  hoftilities  Hand  fufpended  on  your 
part:  I  mud  confefs,  that  to  me  this 
expreffion  wants  explanation  :  I  can 
have  no  conception  of  a  fufpenfion 
of  hoftilities,  but  that  which  arifes 
from  a  mutual  agreement  of  the 
powers  at  war,  and  which  extends 
to  naval  as  well  as  land  operations. 
~r-That  your  excellency  has  thought 
proper,  on  your  part,  to  make  a 
partial  fufpenfion,  may  be  admitted  ; 
but  whether  this  has  been  owing  to 
political  or  other  motives,  is  not  for 
me  to  decide  :  it  is,  however,  a  well 
known  fadl,  that  at  the  fame  time 


the  British  cruizers  on  our  coaft  have 
been  more  than  ufually  alert ;  and 
while  Americans  are  admitted  to 
underhand  their  real  intereft,  it  will 
be  difficult  for  them,  when  a  fuf¬ 
penfion  of  hostilities  is  Spoken  of, 
to  Separate  the  idea  of  its  extending 
to  fea.  as  well  as  land. 

I  cannot  aferibe  the  inroads  of  Sa¬ 
vages,  upon  our  north-weftern  fron¬ 
tiers,  to  the  caufes  from  whence  your 
excellency  fuppofes  them  to  origi¬ 
nate  ;  neither  can  I  allow  that  they 
are  committed  without  directions 
from  the  cammander  in  chief  in 
Canada  :  for  by  prisoners  and  defer- 
ters  it  is  apparent,  that  thofe  ravag¬ 
ing  parties  are  compofed  of  white 
troops  under  the  command  of  officers 
regularly  commiffioned,  as  well  as 
favages  ;  and  it  will  be  a  folecifm 
to  fuppofe,  that  Such  parties  could 
be  out  without  the  knowledge  of 
their  commander  in  chief. 


ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  to  •  his  excellency  general 
Wajh  ington . 

New-York ,  Sept.  12,  1782, 

ARTIAL  though  our  fufpenfion 
of  hoftilities  may  be  called,  I 
thought  it  Sufficient  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  thofe  cruelties  in  the  Jerftes 
(avowed)  which  I  have  had  occafion 
to  mention  more  than  once.  But  if 
war  was  the  choice,  1  never  expeded 
this  fufpenfion  Should  operate  farther, 
than  to  induce  them  to  carry  it  on, 
as  it  is  praCfifed  by  men  of  liberal 
minds.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
with  your  excellency,  that  mutual 
agreement  is  neceffiary  for  a  fufpen¬ 
fion  of  hoftilities  ;  and  that  without 
their  mutual  agreement,  either  party 
is  free  to  a£t  as  each  may  judge  ex¬ 
pedient  ;  yet  I  muff, at  the  fame  time 
frankly  declare  to  you,  that  being 

no 
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no  longer  able  to  difcern  the  object 
we  conrend  for,  I  difapprove  of  all 
hoffiiities,  both  by  land  and  fea, 
as  they  only  tend  to  multiply  the 
miferies  of  individuals,  when  the 
public  can  reap  no  advantage  by 
iucceis. 

“  As  to  the  favages,  I  have  the 
bed:  aflurances,  that  from  a  certain 
period  not,  very  long  after  my  arrival 
here,  no  parties  of  Indians  were 
fent  out,  and  that  meffengers  were 
difpatched  to  recall  thofe  who  had 
gone  forth  before  that  time.  I  have 
particular  aifurance  of  difapproba- 
tion  of  all  that  happened  to  the 
party  on  the  fide  of  Sandufky,  ex¬ 
cept  fo  far  as  was  neceffary  for  felf- 
defence.” 

« 


Letters  relative  to  the  Execution  of 
Colonel  Ifaac  Haynes  in  South 
Carolina . 

Number  I. 

To  Mr.  Haynes, 

Sir,  26 th  July-} 

AM  charged  by  the  commandant 
to  inform  you,  that  a  council  of 
the  general  officers  will  affemble  to¬ 
morrow,  at  ten  o’clock,  in  the  hall  of 
the  province,  to  try  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

C.  Frazer,  major  of  the  town. 

Number  II. 


To  Mr.  Haynes. 


Sir, 


I  am  ordered  by  the  commandant 
to  acquaint  you,  that  inftead  of  a 
council  of  general  officers,  as  is 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  this  morn¬ 
ing,  a  court  of  enquiry,  compofed  of 
four  general  officers  and  five  cap¬ 
itals,  will  be  affembled  to-morrow, 
at  ten  o’clock,  in  the  province  hall, 
for  the  purpofe  of  determining  un- 
1782. 

§ 
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der  what  point  of  view  you  ought  to 
be  confidered. 

You  will  immediately  be  allowed 
pen,  ink,  and  paper;  and  any  perfon 
that  you  chufe  to  appoint,  will  be 
permitted  to  accompany  you,  as 
your  counfel,  at  the  fame  hour  and 
place. 

I  am,  &c. 

C.  Frazer,  major  of  the  town* 
Number  III. 

To  Mr.  Haynes,  in  the  ProvofPs 
Prifon. 

Memorandum. 

S unday ,  2  9 th  Juh ,  1 7  8 1  . 
The  adjutant  of  the  town  will  be 
fo  good  as  to  go  to  colonel  Haynes 
in  the  provoil’s  prifon,  and  inform 
him,  that,  in  confequence  of  the 
court  of  enquiry  held  yefterday,  and 
the  preceding  evening,  on  his  ac¬ 
count,  lord  Rawdon,  and  the  com¬ 
mandant,  lieutenant  colonel  Nefbit 
Balfour,  have  refolved  upon  his  ex¬ 
ecution  on  Tuefday  the  31ft  inf  ant, 
at  fix  o’clock,  for  having  been  found 
under  arms,  and  employed  in  railing 
a  regiment  to  oppofe  the  Britifij 
government,  though  he  had  become 
a  fubjecT  and  had  accepted  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  that  government,  after  the 
reduction  of  Charles  Town. 

(Signed) 

C.  Frazer,  major  of  the  town. 
Number  IV. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Haynes  to 
Lord  Rawdon,  and  Colonel 
Balfour. 

In  the  Pro-voJPs  Prifon ,  29 th  July 9 
1781. 

My  Lord,  and  Sir,  ' 

On  Thurfday  morning  I  had  the 
honour  of  receiving  a  letter  from  ma¬ 
jor  Frafer,  by  which  he  informed 
me,  u  That  a  council  of  general 
“  officers  would  be  ajfembled  the 

(L)  “  next  » 
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44  next  day  for  my  trial and,  on 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  I  re¬ 
ceived  another  letter  from  the  fame 
officer,  acquainting  me,  44  that  in- 
fitead  of  that,  a  court  of  enquiry 
would  lit,  tor  the  purpofe  of  decid¬ 
ing  under  what  point  of  view  I 
ought  to  be  coniidcred.”  I  was  alfo 
told,  44  that  any  perfon  whom  I 
fhould  appoint,  would  be  permitted 
to  accompany  me  as  my  counfel.” 
Having  never  entertained  any  other 
idea  of  a  court  of  enquiry,  nor  heard 
of  any  other  being  formed  of  it, 
than  of  its  ferving  merely  to  precede 
a  council  of  war,  or  fome  other  tri¬ 
bunal  tor  examining  the  circum- 
ffances  more  fully,  excepting  m  the 
cafe  of  a  fpy  ;  and  Mr.  Jarvis,  lieu- 
tenant-marlhal  to  the  provoff,  not 
having  fncceeded  in  finding  the  per- 
fon  whom  I  named  for  my  counfel, 

I  did  not  take  the  pains  to  lummon 
any  witnefies,  though  it  would  have 
been  in  my  power  to  have  produced 
many;  and  I  prefented  myfelf  before 
the  council  without  any  aflifiance 
whatever.  When  I  was  before  that 
afi'embly,  I  was  farther  convinced 
that  I  had  not  been  deceived  in  my 
conjectures ;  and  I  found  that  the 
members  of  it  were  not  fworn,  nor 
the  witnefies  examined  upon  oath  ; 
and  all  the  members,  as  well  as  every 
other  prefent,  might  eafily  have  per¬ 
ceived,  by  the  queftions  which  I 
aiked,  and  by  the  whole  tenor  of  my 
conduCt,  that  1  had  not  the  leafi  no¬ 
tion  that  I  was  tried  and  examined 
upon  an  affair,  on  which  my  life  and 
death  depended.  Neither  do  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  members  themfelves 
had  an  idea  ot  that  fort. 

In  the  cafe  of  fpies,  a  court  of  en¬ 
quiry  is  all  that  can  be  neceflary, 
becaufe  the  fimple  faCt,  whether  the 
perfon  is,  or  is  not  a  fpy,  is  all  that 
can  be  the  objeCf  of  their  relearches ; 
and  his  having  entered  the  lines  of 
the  enemy’s  camp,  or  the  garrifon, 


fubjeCts  him  to  military  execution. 
As  that  accufation  neither  is,  nor 
ever  has  been  brought  again#  me, 

1  humbly  conceive  that  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  1  received,  namely, 
that  the  court  would  make  enquiry 
concerning  what  point  of  view  X 
ought  to  be  confidered  under,  could 
not  be  taken  as  a  fufficient  notice  of 
their  having  an  intention  to  try  me 
then,  but  could  only  be  thought  to 
fignify  that  they  were  to  take  it  into 
confideration  whether  I  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Britifh  fubjeCt  or 
as  an  American ;  that  in  the  firfl 
cafe  1  fhould  undergo  a  legal  and 
impartial  trial ;  in  the  fecond,  I 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  on  my  pa¬ 
role. 

judge  then,  my  lord,  and  fir,  of 
the  aftonifhment  I  muft  have  been 
in,  when  I  found  that  they  had  drawn 
me  byfurprize  into  a  procedure  tend¬ 
ing  to  judgment  without  knowing  it 
to  be  luch,  and  deprived  me  of  the 
ability  of  making  a  legal  defence, 
which  it  would  have  been  very  eafy 
for  me  to  have  done,  founded  both 
in  law  and  fad ;  when  I  faw  myfelf 
deftitute  of  the  affillance  of  counfel 
or  of  witnefies  ;  and  when  they  ab¬ 
ruptly  informed  me  that  after  the 
procedure  of  that  court  I  had  been 
condemned  to  die  ;  and  that  in  a 
very  few  days.  Immediately  upon 
receiving  this  notice,  I  fent  for  the 
lawyer  whom  1  had  originally  cholen 
for  my  counfel.  I  here  inclofe  his 
opinion  concerning  the  legality  of 
the  procefs  held  againft  me ;  and  I 
beg  that  I  may  b@  permitted  to  refer 
myfelf  to  him.  I  can  allure  yon 
with  the  utmoff  truth,  that  I  both 
had,  and  have  many  reafons  to  urge 
in  my  defence,  if  you  will  grant  me 
the  favour  of  a  regular  trial ;  if  not 
(which  l  cannot  however  fuppofe 
from  your  juffice  and  equity),  I  ear- 
neffly  intreat  that  my  execution  may 
be  deferred,  that  I  may  at  leaff  take 
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a  la  ft  farewell  of  my  children,  and 
prepare  myfelf  for  the  dreadful 
change. 

I  hope  you  will  return  me  a  fpee- 
dy  anfwer ;  and  am,  with  refpedt, 
&c. 

Isaac  Haynes. 


Sketch  o  f  a  Plan  for  raifng  a  Confix 
tutional  Force  in  the  Poivns,  Cities , 
and  Counties  o  f  Great  Britain  ;  be¬ 
ing  an  Anfivcr,  Article  by  Article , 
to  the  Plan  propofed  by  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne  * . 

lit.  fk  GREED,  with  this  addi- 
tion. — -And  other  batta¬ 
lions,  or  companies,  to  be  alio  vo¬ 
luntarily  formed  out  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds,  tythings,  and  hamlets,  of  each 
county,  in  proportion  to  its  extent 
and  populoufnefs. 

2d.  The  officers,  and,  in  fome 
companies,  men,  to  enroll  themfelves 
from  among  the  gentry,  yeomanry, 
and  fubftantial  houfeholders,  and  the 
officers  to  be  commiffioned  reflec¬ 
tively  by  the  high  fheriff,  and  chief 
magiftrate,  of  each  county  and  town. 

3d.  The  ranks  of  the  officers  to 
be  proportioned  to  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  a  fund  raifed  for  the  pur- 
pofes  mentioned  in  fubfequent  arti¬ 
cles. 

4th.  An  adjutant  or  town-major 
in  each  county  or  town,  to  be  elected 
by  the  officers. 

5th.  Agreed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
drilling  the  men,  until  a  certain 
number  of  the  volunteers  can  be 
qualified  to  adt  as  ferjeants  and  cor¬ 
porals. 

6th.  The  faid  drill  ferjeants  and 
corporals  from  the  army  to  continue 
in  the  pay  of  government ;  but  the 
adjutants  and  town-majors  to  be 
paid*  if  they  delire  pay,  out  of  a  fund 
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voluntarily  raifed  for  that  purpofe  i 
the  feveral  counties  and  towns. 

7th.  Agreed. 

8th.  Arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  furnifhed  at  the 
expence  of  themountiea  and  towns,  if 
required  ;  or  of  the  officers,  if  they 
are  generoufly  difpofed. 

9th.  The  faid  arms,  &c.  to  be 
kept  by  each  mail,  in  his  own  ho  life  ^ 
for  his  legal  protection. 

10th.  Rejedted. 

1 1  th.  The  officers  to  take  care, 
after  exercife,  that  the  men  march 
regularly,  and  return  home  witU 
their  arms. 

1 2th.  Agreed*  with  this  addition. 
—A  fet  of  laws,  or  articles,  to  be 
drawn  up  by  the  officers*  and  fub- 
feribed  or  openly  confented  to  by  the 
men,  after  a  diffindt  reading  and  ex¬ 
planation  of  each  article.  ‘‘  Con> 
fenfus  facit  legem.’* 

o 

13th.  Agreed,  the  words  counties 
or  being  inferted  after  the-  word  re- 
fpedli'vc * 

14th.  The  high  fnefifF  of  each 
county,  and  chief  magiftrare  of  each 
town,  ffiall  then  (on  due  notice  from 
government)  have  power  to  order  the 
laid  corps  to  march  to  any  part  of 
Great  Britain,  as  the  public  iervice 
may  require. 

1 5th.  Agreed,  in  cafe  of  adfual 
invalion  ;  but  in  riots,  the  magiilrates 
to  call  out  their  refpedtive  corps  t 
and,  as  to  rebellion,  or  civil  war, 
(which  God  avert  1)  no  fpecific  pro- 
vilions  can  be  made  for  fo  dreadfui 
and  improbable  an  event. 

t6th.  The  counties  arid  towns  to 
pay  the  men  who  require  it  ;  but 
fuch  as  enroll  themfelves  without 
pay,  to  weal*  fome  mark  of  dillinc- 
tion,  and  the  officers  to  ferve  at  their 
own  expence. 

17th.  Agreed,  in  cafe  of  adfual 
invafion  only  ;  but  the  words,  and 


*  See  Principal  Occurrences,  p.  27.  28,  29. 
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receiving  government  to  be 

omitted. 

1 8th.  Officers  enabled  in  abfual 
fervice  to  be  rewarded  by  a  new  or¬ 
der  (as  a  ftar  and  ribband,  orange- 
coloured  and  mixed)  or'  by  an  eu- 
logium  proclaimed  and  recorded  by 
the  ftieriffs  of  their  feveral  counties, 
or  the  chief  magiftrates  of  their  cor¬ 
porate  towns  ;  and  the  men  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  comfortable  lubiiftence  at 
their  own  homes,  with  a  fixed  an¬ 
nuity  for  life  out  of  the  voluntary 
fund. 

19th.  The  widows  and  children 
of  officers  and  men,  killed  in  the 
fervice  againft  invaders,  to  have  alfo 

O  7 

penfions  for  life. 

20th.  The  companies  called  out 
as  above  to  be  discharged,  ififofadlo, 
as  loon  as  the  invaders  are  repelled, 
cir  the  particular  fervice  terminated. 


Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Buchan  to 
the  Peers  of  Scotland. 

My  Lords, 

j\  S  I  have  publicly  declared  at 
jL  \  Holyrood-houfe,  on  the  occa- 
iion  of  the  late  election,  that  I  con- 
lider  myfelf  no  longer  politically 
connected  with  the  peerage  of  Scot¬ 
land— that  I  never  will  again  enter 
the  walls  of  that  houfe  as  a  peer  of 
Scotland,  or  accept  of  a  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  on  what  I  do  not 
reckon  an  honourable  footing,  I 
think  it  neceflary  to  communicate 
this  intelligence  to  the  peers  of  Scot¬ 
land  who  were  not  prefent  at  the 
election,  together  with  the  reafon 
which  has  induced  me  to  enter  into 
a  refolution,  from  which  I  certainly 
never  will  depart. 

The  public  alfo,  my  lords,  has  a 
right  to  know  why  a  peer,  who  has 
the  honour  to  enjoy  the  efteem  of 
h  s  countrymen,  feparates  himfelf 
from  an  order  of  men  with  which 


birth  con  11  ebbed  him,  and  which  wa 
originally  intended  to  throw  luftre 
on  the  country. 

As  the  peers  who  wore  in  oppo- 
htion  to  me  and  my  principles,  at 
the  eleblion,  were  double  the  num¬ 
ber  of  my  friends  who  attended  the 
meeting,  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to 
bring  forward,  with  any  effebl,  the 
reafons  which  ought  to  have  induced 
the  peers  to  have  with-held  their 
voices  from  my  opponent,  or  that 
particular  reaion  which  I  am  now 
about  to  give  your  lordffiips,  for  my 
coming  no  more  among  you  as  elec¬ 
tors,  or  as  Coniidering  myfelf  any 
longer  connected  with  you,  except 
as  a  relation,  a  friend,  and  a  fellow- 
citizen  of  a  country  which  poffeffes 
my  warm  eft  afteblions* 

It  is  well  known,  whatever  the 
friends  of  miniftry,  or  the  enemies 
of  the  conftitution  may  pretend, 
that  the  elections  of  the  peers  of 
Scotland  have  been  continually  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  fucceffive  min  liters 
of  ft  ate  ever  fince  the  Union,  and  in 
the  late  cafe  as  much  as  ever, 
though  not  fo  glaringly,  and  with 
more  caution. 

It  is  well  known,  though  It  might 
be  difficult  to  prove  it  legally,  that 
a  king’s  meffenger  was  lent  down 
expreis  from  the  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  to  inform  lord  Lauderdale, 
that  he  ffiould  have  the  good  wifhes 
and  the  intereft  of  that  minifter  ;■ 
and  it  is  not  known,  but  ought  to 
he  known,  that  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  north¬ 
ern  department  at  that  time,  to  beg 
of  him,  that,  as  my  friend,  he 
would  abftain  from  fupporting  my 
pretenfions,  as  I  would  not  confent 
to  lit  as  a  peer  upon  fuch  an  in¬ 
fluence. 

The  marquis  of  Rockingham’s 
expreis  arrived  at  lord  Lauderdale’s, 
on  or  about  the  10th  of  May,  when 
his  loidftiip’s  agents  did  immediately 

propagate 


PUBLIC 


propagate  every  where  the  contents 
of  the  letter  from  the  mini  her  ;  and 
it  was  prefently  known  what  rifques 
were  to*  be  run  by  the  peers  who 
Ihould  vote  for  me  on  the  balls  of  a 
free  election. 

Lord  Lauderdale,  however,  was 
but  poorly  fupported  at  the  eledtion,; 
and  the  reafon  is  obvious,  his  patron 
died,  and  the  miniher  was  no  more. 

The  minihry  did  not  long  fu reive 
their  head,  and  lord  Lauderdale  had 
but  five  ligned  liibs  at  the  eie&ion. 

Some  peers  there  were,  and  thole 
I  fhall  ever  refpebl,  who  kindly  in¬ 
formed  me  that  their  friendfhip,  or 
relation  to  my  opponent,  prevented 
them  from  voting  in  behalf  of  me 
and  my  caufe. 

I  feel  the  higheft  refpecft  far  fuch 
peers,  and  fhall  ever  mention  them 
with  honour. 

I  hope  this  compliment  will  be 
acceptable  ;  for  I  have  fome  honour 
to  bellow. 

My  fortune  is  fmall,  but  I  am  in¬ 
dependent. 

My  independence  is  inextermin- 
able. 

I  can  live  on  the  food,  the  limple 
fare  of  my  ancellors.  I  can  prepare 
it,  if  it  is  necelfary,  in  a  helmet  ; 
and  I  can  liir  it  about  with  my 
{word,  the  name,  the  origin,  the 
emblem,  and  the  charter  of  my 
family. 

I  can  eat  it,  if  fate  commands  me, 
in  the  field  of  battle,  covered  with 
dull,  with  wounds,  but  with  ho¬ 
nour  ;  and  it  would  fuftain  me  in  a 
cottage  with  the  water  of  the  brook 
— defeated,  perhaps,  but  not  lub- 
dued,  by  my  enemies,  and  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  liberties  of  rny  country  ; 
and  if  even  that  lafl  refource  of  an 
independent  fpirit  Ihould  fail,  I  could 
certainly  die  by  necelhty,  as  forne 
have  done  in  the  fame  way  by 
?hpice«  Aik  one  ufqite  nw'i  ?  No, 
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my  lords,  there  vs  enough  of  the 
old  Roman  in  me,  and,  what  is 
much  better,  of  a  Chriftian  hero, 
to  teach  me  how  to  die,  when  I 
cannot  prelerve  my  life  with  honour. 

I  now  take  a  final  farewell  of  vour 
lordlhips,  as  electors  of  fupreme  le- 
giflators  of  Great  Britain,  return¬ 
ing  my  moil:  fincere  thanks  to  thole 
truly  noble  lords,  ot  the  apoftolical 
number,  who  vored  lor  me,  and  the 
independency  ot  their  order,  on  the 
24th  ot  this  month.  Their  names 

fhall  be  enrolled  for  ever  with  mine 

. 

in  the  annals  of  this  country  ;  and 
if  his  majefty  fiiall  ever  be  pleated 
to  call  me  to  a  feat  in  parliament  by 
patent,  which  is  now  my  only  en¬ 
trance  to  the  ho  life  of  lords,  I  final! 
ufe  my  utmolt  endeavours  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  intereft  and  reiteration  of 
that  order,  which,  in  its  prefent 
fit  nation,  i  have  forfaken. 

1  am,  my  lords,  with  all  due  re- 
fpedt,  your  lordlhips’  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Buchav. 

Edinburgh ,  July  25,  17S2. 

Copy  of  the  Letter  above  mentioned . 

Edinburgh ,  April  30,  1782. 
My  Lord, 

IT  1  H 1 NK  it  proper  to  inform  your 
Jf  lordlhip,  that  1  intend  to  offer 
myfelf  a  candidate  to  fuccced  lord 
Loudon,  as  one  of  the  Scots  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  peerage  ;  but  I 
know  your  lordlhip  has  too  fitrong  a 
fenfe  of  my  fetitiments  on  that  fub- 
jecl,  to  fuppofe  that  I  would  defire 
any  more  from  you  than,  as  a  mi¬ 
ni  eer,  that  you  would  fuller  me  to 
depend  upon  the  uninfluenced  opi¬ 
nion  of  my  brethren. 

I  am,  &'c. 

B VCHA 

Earl  of  Shelburne . 

(L,  3,)  Letters 
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Letters  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Thomas  Towns h end,  one  of 
his  Majefiy*  s  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State ,  to  fiver af  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenants  of  Counties ,  relative 
■io  a  new  Scheme  of  giving  County 
Names  to  the  different  Regiments . 

(Cac  XT  l  A  R») 

Whitehall ,  IO,  1782. 

My  L.qrd, 

•*HE  very  great  deficiency  of  men 
in  the  regiments  of  infantry  be- 
ing  fo  very  detrimental  to  the  public 
Per  vice,  the  king  has  thought  proper 
to  give  the  names  ct  the  different 
counties  to  the  old  corps,  in  hopes 
that,  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the 
principal  pobility  and  gentry  in  the 
ieverar  counties,  forne  conliderable 
alliftan.ee  may  be  given  towards  re¬ 
cruiting  thefe  regiments.  As  this  is 
a  point  of  the  utrnoft  public  im¬ 
portance,  his  majefiy  has  no  doubt 
of  your  lordihip’s  uiing  your  ut- 
jjioft  influence  among  your  friends 
for  the  accomplilhment  ot  it. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  the  fixth  regiment  to  the 
qounty  of  Warwick,  as  fir  If  regi- 
jnent,  and  to  bear  its  name. 

Though  I  had  the  honour  of  writ- 

o  .  ■  - 

jng  to  your  lordlhip  before  upon 
th  is  fubjedf,  it  is  judged  proper  to 
repeat  the  application,  on  account 
of  the  very  great  urgency  of  the  de¬ 
mand  for  men. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  lord,  your  lordlhip’s 

Mod  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
T.  To WNSHEtJD. 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  of  Warwick. 

Whitehall,  Sept.  IQ,  1782. 
My  Lord, 

F“|P  HE  very  great  deficiency  of  men 
JL  pi  the  regiments  of  infantry  be¬ 
ing  io  very  detrimental  tp  the  public 
jfer'vice,  the  king  has  thought  jrjper 


to  give  the  names  of  the  different  coun- 
tics  to  the  old  corps,  in  hopes  that, 
by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  ie- 
veral  counties,  fome  conliderable 
a  Hi  fiance  may  be  given  towards  re¬ 
cruiting  thefe  regiments.  As  this  is 
a  point  of  the  utmoit  public  impor¬ 
tance,  his  majefiy  has  no  doubt  of 
your  lordftiip’s  tiling  your  utmoit 
influence  among  your  friends  for  the 
accomplilhment  of  it. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  the  twenty-fourth  regiment  to 
the  county  of  Warwick,  and  to  bear 
its  name  as  fecond  regiment, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  lord,  your  lordihip’s 
Moil  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

,  T.  Townshend, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  of  Warwick . 

Whitehall ,  Sept.  10,  1782. 
Mr  Lord, 

r|PlHE  very  great  deficiency  of  men 
|  in  the  regiments  or  infantry  be¬ 
ing  lo  very  detrimental  to  the  public 
fervice,  the  king  has  thought  proper 
to  give  the  names  of  the  different 
counties  to  the  old  corps,  in  hopes 
that,  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the 
principal  nobility  and  gentry  in  the 
leveral  counties,  fome  conliderable 
affiftance  may  be  given  towards  re¬ 
cruiting  thefe  regiments.  As  this  is 
a  point  of  the  utrnoft  public  impor¬ 
tance,  his  majefiy  has  no  doubt  of 
your  grace’s  ufing  your  utrnoft  in¬ 
fluence  among  your  friends  for  the 
accomplilhment  of  it. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  the  fifty -fecond  regiment  to 
the  county  of  Oxford,  and  to  bear 
its  name. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  - 
My  lord,  your  lord  Hi  ip’s 
Molt  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
T.  Town s  hen  tf. 
Lord  Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Oxford. 

Tq 
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5%)  the  Right  Hon .  the  Earl  of  Or- 
FOrd,  Lieutenant  of  the 

County  of  Norfolk ,  C9  c.  £sV. 

Whitehall ,  i  o,  1782* 
My  Lord, 

THE  very  great  deficiency  of  men 
in  the  regiments  of  infantry  be¬ 
ing  fo  very  detrimental-to  the  public 
fervice,  the  king  has  thought  proper 
to  give  the  names  of  the  different  coun¬ 
ties  to  the  old  corps,  in  hopes  that, 
by  the  zeal  and  adivity  of  the  prin- 
xipai  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  fe- 
veral  counties,  feme  confidcrable 
affi dance  may  be  given  towards  re¬ 
cruiting  thefe  regiments.  As  this  is 
a  point  of  the  utmoff  public  impor¬ 
tance,  his  majeffy  has  no  doubt  of 
your  lordfhip’s  uling  your  utmoff. 
influence  among  your  friends  for  the 
accompliihment  of  it. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  the  fifty-fourth  regiment  to 
the  county  of  Norfolk  (Weff).  and 
to  bear  its  name. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  lord,  your  lordlhip’s 
Moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
T.  Town sh end. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon . 
General  Conway,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefiy*  s  Land  Forces , 
to  Major-General  Sir  Roberi 
Pioor,  Bart . 

Sir,  London,  Sept.  cj,  1782. 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter, 
inclofing  Mr.  Bayley’s  to  you, 
and  the  plan  of  the  military  affocia- 
tion  at  Manchefter,  which  I  have 
mentioned  to  his  majeffy,  who  orders 
me  to  fignify  his  entire  approbation  of 
it,  and,  on  applying,  to  the  War-office, 
commiffions  for  all  the  officers  will  be 
delivered  without  any  expence  to 
them,  except  the  damps,  which  are 
jinconffderable.  The  changes  of  the 
captains  and  fubalterns  may  take 
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place  once  a  year  without  inconve¬ 
nience.  As  many  applications  have 
been  made  from  the  other  Volunteer 
corps  for  ffandards,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  fufpend  any  determination 
upon  them  for  the  prelent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 
H.  S  Conway. 
Major-General  Sir  Robert  Pi  got ,  Bart* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majcfy  s  Forces,  to 
the  Commanding  ( Jfcc  r  of  the  forty - 
feventh  Regiment . 

Copy.  (Circular.) 

London ,  Auguf,  1  782. 

Sir, 

iS  majeffy  having  been  pleafed 
to  order  that  the  forty-feventh 
regiment  of  foot,  which  you  com¬ 
mand,  fhould  take  the  county  name 
of  the  Lancafhire  Regiment,  and 
be  looked  upon  as  attached  to  that 
county,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  it  is 
his  majeffy ’s  farther  plealure,  that 
you  fhould  in  all  things  conform  to 
that  idea,  and  endeavour,  by  all 
means  in  your  power,  to  cultivate 
and  improve  that  connexion,  fo  as 
to  create  a  mutual  attachment  be¬ 
tween  the  county  and  regiment, 
which  may  at  all  times  be  ufcful 
towards  recruiting  the  regiment. 
But,  as  the  completing  of  the  feveral 
regiments,  now  generally  fo  deficient, 
is,  in  the  prefent  c riffs,  of  the  mod 
important  national  concern,  you 
will,  on  this  occaffon,  ufe  the  ut¬ 
moff  exertion  for  that  purpofe,  by 
prescribing  the  greateft  diligence  to 
your  officers,  and  recruiting  parties, 
and  by  every  fuitable  application  to 
the  gentlemen  and  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  and  as  nothing  can  fo  much 
tend  to  cultivate  their  aftedions,  as 
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an  orderly  and  polite  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  them,  and  an  obfervanee  of 
the  drafted  difcipiine  in  ail  your 
quarters,  you  will  give  the  mod 
pofitive  orders  on  that  head  ;  and 
that  you  immediately  make  fuch  a 
difpoiition  of  your  recruiting  parties, 
as  bed  to  anfwer  thefe  ends. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 

And  mod  humble  fervant, 
H.  S.  Conway. 

Gen,  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton,  or 
the  Officer  commanding 
the  47/16  Rent,  of  Foot, 

Sir, 

*T  HAV£  the  honour  to  inclofe  to 
|  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  General  Con¬ 
way,  informing-  roe,  that  it  is  his 
roajedy’s  pleat  lire,  that  the  forty- 
feventh  regiment,  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  command,  fhould  bear  the 
name  of  the  Lancafhire  Regiment, 
and  be  confidered  as  attached  to  the 
county,  and  defiring  me  to  ufe  every 
endeavour  in  my  power  to  extend 
the  connection  between  the  county 
and  the  regiment. 

As  this  has  been  granted  to  the 
regiment  at  my  requed.  i  need  not 
fay  how  agreeable  it  will  be  to  me  to 
promote  his  majedy’s  intentions, 
and  \  beg  to  a  dure  you,  that  every 
attention  in  my  power  fhall  be  ufed 
to  preferve  the  greated  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers. 

The  forty-feventh  regiment  is  at 
prel'ent  very  weak  in  numbers — it  is 
my  with  to  complete  it  from  the 
county  ;  no  meafure  appears  to  me 
better  calculated  to  effeCt  this  plan, 
than  by  a  cl  tire  ding  myfelf  to  you, 
fir,  and  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
the  county,  to'folicit  your  influence 
with  the  inhabitants,  where  my  re¬ 
cruiting  parties  may  be  dationed,  in 
favour  of  the  regiment;  and  fhould 


any  other  more  effeftuaf  plan  be 
adopted  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county,  for  completing  the  corps,  it 
will  ever  be  confidered  as  a  high 
honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
refpedd,  fir,  your  mod  obedient  for* 
vant, 

P.  Ae mi li us  Irving, 
Lieut.  Col,  47th,  orLancafh.  Rcgt& 

Warrington ,  1 6th  Sept,  1782. 


Letter  fro?n  the  Right  Hon .  Thomas 
Townshend,  one  of  his  Majefly  ys 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State ,  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Scffons  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Middlef ex. 

Sir,  Whi  t  eh  all,  0<5?.  2  2 , 1 7  8  2  * 

IS  majedy  being  very  much 
concerned  at  the  frequent  rob¬ 
beries  and  diforders  of  late  committed 
in  the  dreets  of  London  and  Weld 
minder,  and  parts  adjacent,  and  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  they  are  greatly 
imputed  to  the  encouragement  given 
to  rogues  and  their  accomplices,  by 
perfons  who  keep  night-houfes  and 
cellars,  which  are  reforted  to  by 
great  numbers  of  loofe  and  diforderly 
perfons ;  and  the  gaming-houfes,  as 
alfo  the  places  where  drong  liquors 
are  drank  to  excels,  contribute  much 
to  the  corruption  of  the  morals  of 
thofe  of  an  inferior  rank,  and  to  the 
leading  them  into  thefe  wicked 
courfes,  has  commanded  me  to  re¬ 
commend  it,  in  his  name,  in  the 
dronged  manner,  to  the  judices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  to  employ  their  ut.mod  care 
and  vigilance  in  preventing  and  fup- 
prefiing  thole  diforders,  by  holding 
frequent  petty  felfions  for  this  pur- 
pofe  in  the  1  eve  ml  parifiies,  or  other 
divifionSj  by  calling  before  them  the 
high  con  (tables  and  other  proper 
officers  under  their  direction,  and 
giving  them  the  drifted  orders  and 
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warrant?,  from  time  to  time,  as  there 
{ball  be  occafton,  to  fearch  for  and 
apprehend  rogues,  vagabonds,  idle 
and  di (orderly  perlbns,  in  order 
to  their  being  dealt  with  according 
to  law  ;  and  likewife  to  proceed  with 
rigour  as  well  againft  all  perfons  har¬ 
bouring  fuch  offenders,  as  againff 
thofe.who  keep  the  faid  night-houies 
or  cellars,  tipling  or  common  gam- 
ing-houfes,  or  who  pradtife  and  en¬ 
courage  unlawful  gaming. 

And  his  majefty  having  very 
much  at  heart  the  performance  of 
this  fervice,  wherein  the  honour  of 
his  government,  the  prefervation  of 
the  peace,  and  the  fafety  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  are  fo  much  concerned,  doth 
hereby  require  the  faid  juftices,  in 
their  refpective  divisions,  to  draw 
op  in  writing,  from  time  to  time,  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  herein, 
inferting  the  names  of  the  juftices 
attending  fuch  meetings,  and  of  the 
peace  officers  whom  they  {hall  em¬ 
ploy,  taking  particular  notice  of  the 
zeal  and  diligence  of  each  of  them, 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty ; 
which  accounts  are  to  be  tranfmitted 
from  the  faid  feveral  feffions  to  one 
of  his  majefty’s  principal  fecretaries 
of  hate,  to  be  laid  before  his  ma- 
jefty,  who,  being  informed  of  their 
behaviour,  may  reward  fuch  of  them 
as  {hall  diftinguifh  themfelves  in  the 
faithful  and  diligent  execution  of 
their  office  ;  his  majefty  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  the  jufUces,  on  their  part, 
will  take  care  to  puniffi  with  rigour, 
as  by  law  they  may,  thole  who  ffiali 
appear  to  have  been  guilty  of  cor¬ 
ruption  or  negligence  therein. 

You  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint 
the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
county,  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  with  his  majefty ’s  plea- 
fure,  that  the  fame  may  be  duly  and 
punctually  complied  with. 

I  atn,  &c. 

T.  Town  3  hen  c* 


Letters  to  the  like  eftedl  were  alfo 

A 

written  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London* 
to  his  grace  the  high  fteward  of 
Weftminfter,  the  chairman  of  the 
feffions  of  the  peace  for  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and  likewife 
for  the  county  of  Surrey,  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Hill. 


Letter  addrcjjed  to  Sir  Ghy  Carle* 
ton,  written  by  Mr.  Paine, 
( Author  of  the  celebrated  Treat  je^ 
entitled  Common  Sense,)  and pub~ 
UJhed  hi  the  Pennsylvania 
Packet,  June  1,  1782. 

Sis, 

][T  is  the  nature  of  compaffion 
L  affociate  with  misfortune  ;  and  I 
addrefs  this  to  you  in  behalf  even  of 
an  enemy,  a  captain  in  the  Britifh 
fervice,  and  now  on  his  way  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  American  army, 
and  unfortunately  doomed  to  death 
for  a  crime  not  his  own.— A  fen- 
tence  fo  extraordinary,  an  execution 
fo  repugnant  to  every  humane  fenfa- 
tion,  ought  never  to  be  told  without 
the  circumftances  which  produced 
it :  and  as  the  deftined  vidtim  is  yet 
in  exiftence,  and  in  your  hands  refts 
his  life  or  death,  I  fhall  briefly  ftate 
the  cafe,  and  the  melancholy  confe- 
quence. 

Captain  Huddy,  of  the  Jerfey  mi¬ 
litia,  was  attacked  in  a  frnall  fort  on 
lorn’s  river,  <*by  a  party  of  refugees 
in  the  Britifh  pay  and  fervice,  was 
made  prifbner,  together  with  his 
company,  carried  to  New  York,  and 
lodged  in  the  provoft  of  that  city  j 
about  three  weeks  after  which,  he 
was  taken  out  of  the  provoft  down  to 
the  waterfide,  put  into  a  boar,  and 
brought  again  upon  the  Jerfey  fhore, 
and  there,  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  all  nations  but  favages,  was  hung 
up  on  a  tree,  and  left  hanging  until 
found  by  o-ur  people,  who  took  him 
down  and  buried  him, 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
country  where  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted,  Cent  a  deputation  to  general 
Washington,  with  a  full  and  certified 
jlate  of  the  faCt.  Struck,  as  every 
humane  breaii  myfl  be,  with  fuch 
brutifh  outrage,  and  determined  both 
to  punifh  and  prevent  it  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  the  general  reprefented  the  cafe 
to  general  Clinton,  who  then  com¬ 
manded,  and  demanded  that  the  re¬ 
fugee  officer  who  ordered  and  at- 
tended  the  execution,  and  whole 
name  is  Lippencot,  Should  be  deli¬ 
vered  up  as  a  murderer  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  refufal,  that  the  perfou  of  fome 
Britifh  officer  fhould  Suffer  in  his 
Head.  The  demand,  though  not  re- 
fufed,  has  not  been  complied  with  ; 
and  the  melancholy  lot  (not  by  Se¬ 
lection,  but  by  calling  lots)  has  fallen 
upon  captain  Afgill,  of  the  guards, 
who,  as  1  have  already  mentioned,  is 
on  his  way  from  Lancafter  to  camp, 
a  martyr  to  the  general  wickednefs 
of  the  caufe  he  engaged  in,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  thole  he  has 
Served.  7 

The  firft  reflection  which  arifes  on 
this  black  bufnefs  is,  what  fort  of 
men  rauft  Engliflimen  be,  and  what 
fort  of  order  and  discipline  do  they 
preferve  in  their  army,  when,  in 
the  immediate  place  of  their  head¬ 
quarters,  and  under  the  eye  and  nole 
of  their  commander  in  chief,  a  pri¬ 
soner  can  be  taken  at  pleafure  from 
his  confinement,  and  his  death  made 
a  matter  of  fport. 

The  hifiory  of  the  moft  favage 
Ind  ians  does  not  produce  in  fiances 
exactly  of  this  kind  :  they  at  leaft 
have  a  formality  in  their  punish¬ 
ments.  With  them  it  is  the  horrid- 
nefs  of  revenge,  but  with  your  army 
it  is  the  (till  greater  crime,  the  hor- 
ridnefs  of  diverfion. 

The  Britifh  generals  who  have 
Succeeded  each  other,  from  the  time 
of  genera)  Gage  to  yourlelf,  have 


all  aflfe&ed  to  fpeak  in  language  they 
have  no  right  to.  In  their  procla¬ 
mations,  their  addreffes,  their  letters 
to  general  Wafliington,  and  their 
fupplications  to  Congrefs  (for  they 
deferve  no  other  name)  they  talk  of 
Britifh  honour,  Britifh  generality, 
and  Britifh  clemency,  as  if  thole 
things  were  matters  of  faCt whereas 
we,  whofe  eyes  are  open,  who  fpeak 
the  fame  language  with  yourfelves, 
many  of  whom  were  born  on  the 
fame  fpot  with  you,  and  who  can  no 
more  be  mifiaken  in  your  words  than 
in  your  aClions,  can  declare  to  all  the 
world,  that  fo  far  as  our  knowledge 
goes,  there  is  not  a  more  detefiable 
charaCler,  nor  a  meaner  or  more  bar¬ 
barous  enemy,  than  the  prefent  Bri¬ 
tifh  one.  With  us  you  have  forfeited 
all  pretenfions  to  reputation,  and  it  is 
only  by  holding  you  like  a  wild  beafi, 
afraid  of  your  keepers,  that  you  can 
be  made  manageable.-— But  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  point  in  queftion. 

Though  i  can  think  no  man  inno¬ 
cent  who  has  lent  his  hand  to  de* 
firoy  the  country  which  he  did  not 
plant,  and  to  ruin  thole  he  could 
not  enfiave,  yet,  abfiraCfed  from  all 
ideas  of  right  or  wrong  on  the  ori¬ 
ginal  queftion,  captain  Afgill,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  is  not  the  guilty  man. 
The  villain  and  the  victim  are  here 
feparated  characters.  You  hold  the 
one,  and  we  the  other.  You  difown 
or  affeCt  to  difown  and  reprobate  the 
conduCt  ot  Lippencot,  yet  you  give 
him  fanCtuary  ;  -and  by  fo  doing,  you 
as  effectually  become  the  executioner 
of  Afgill,  as  if  you  put  the  rope  on 
his  neck,  and  difmified  him  from  the 
world. 

Whatever  your  feelings  on  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  occaiion  may  be,  are  belt 
known  to  yourlelf.  Within  the  grave 
of  your  own  mind  lies  buried  the 
fate  of  Afgill.  He  becomes  the  corpfe 
of  your  will,  or  the  furvivor  of  your 
jufiice?  Deliver  up  the  one,  and  you 
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fave  the  other ;  withhold  the  one, 
and  the  other  dies  by  your  choice. 

On  our  part  the  cafe  is  exceedingly 
plain :  an  officer  has  been  taken  from 
his  confinement  and  murdered,  and 
the  murderer  is  within  your  lines. 
Your  army  have  been  guilty  of  a 
thoufand  infiances  of  equal  cruelty, 
but  they  have  been  rendered  equi¬ 
vocal,  and  fiielterea  front  perfonai 
detection.  Here  the  crime  is  fixt ; 
and  is  one  of  thole  extraordinary 
cafes  which  can  neither  be  denied  or 
palliated,  and  to  which  the  cuftom  of 
war  does  not  apply ;  for  it  never 
could  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  brutal 
outrage  would  ever  be  committed. 
It  is  an  original  in  the  Irifiory  of  un¬ 
civilized  barbarians,  and  is  truly  Bri- 
tifii. 

On  your  part,  you  are  accountable 
to  us  for  the  perfonai  fafety  of  the 
prifoners  within  your  walls.  Here 
can  be  no  mifiake  ;  they  can  neither 
be  ipies,  nor  fufpedtedas  fuch  :  your 
fecurity  is  not  endangered,  nor  your 
operations  fubjedted  to  mifcarriage, 
by  men  immured  within  a  dungeon. 
They  differ  in  every  circumfiance 
from  men  in  the  field,  and  leave  no 
pretence  for  feventy  or  puniihment. 
But  if,  to  the  dilmal  condition  of 
captivity  with  you,  inufi  be  added 
the  confiant  apprehenfions  of  death  ; 
if  to  be  imprifoned  is  lb  nearly  to  be 
entombed ;  and  it,  after  all,  the 
murderers  are  to  be  protected,  and 
thereby  the  crime  encouraged,  where¬ 
in  do  you  differ  from  Indians  either 
in  charadter  or  condudl  ? 

We  can  have  no  idea  of  your 
honour  or  your  juffice  in  any  future 
tranfabtion,  of  whatever  nature  it 
may  be,  while  y  ou  flicker  within  your 
lines  an  outrageous  murderer,  and 
facrifice  in  his  Head  an  officer  of  your 
own.  If  you  have  no  regard  to  us, 
at  leaft  fpare  the  blood  which  it  is 
your  duty  to  fave.  Whether  the 
punifhmqit  will  be  greater  on  he, 
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who,  in  this  cafe,  innocently  dies, 
or  on  he  whom  fad  neceffity  forces 
to  retaliate,  is,  in  the  nicety  of  len- 
fation,  an  undecided  quefiion.  It 
refls  with  you  to  prevent  the  fuffer- 
ings  oi  both.  You  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  give  up  the  murderer,  and 
the  matter  ends. 

But  to  protedl  him,  be  he  who 
he  may,  is  to  patronize  his  crime  ; 
and  to  trifle  it  off  by  frivolous  and 
unmeaning  enquiries,  is  to  promote 
it.  There  is  no  declaration  you  can 
make,  no  promife  you  can  give, 
that  will  obtain  credit.  It  is  the 
man,  and  not  the  apology,  that  is 
demanded. 

You  fee  yourfelf  prefled  on  all 
fides  to  fpare  the  life  of  your  own 
officer,  tor  die  he  will,  if  you  with¬ 
hold  juftice.  The  murder  of  cap¬ 
tain  Huddy  is  an  offence  not  to  be 
borne  with,  and  there  is  no  fecurity 
we  can  have  that  fuch  adtions,  or 
fimilar  ones,  fliall  not  be  repeated, 
but  by  making  the  puniihment  fall 
upon  yourfeives.  To  deftroy  the  laff 
lecuritv  of  captivity,  and  to  take  the 
unarmed,  the  unrefifting  prifoner  to 
private  and  fportive  execution,  is 
carrying  barbarity  too  high  for 
filence.  The  evil  mu  ft  be  put  an 
end  to  ;  and  the  choice  of  perfons 
refts  with  you.  But  if  your  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  guilty  is  ftronger  than 
to  the  innocent,  you  invent  a  crime 
that  muft  deftroy  your  character,  and 
if  the  caufe  of  your  king  needs  to  be 
fo  fupported.  for  ever  ceafe,  fir,  to 
torture  our  remembrance  with  the 
wretched  phrafes  of  Britifh  honour, 
Britifh  generofity,  and  Britifh  cle¬ 
mency. 

F rom  this  melancholy  circumfiance 
learn,  fir,  a  ieifon  of  morality. 
The  refugees  are  men  whom  vour 
predeceflors  have  i n ft r lifted  in  wick- 
ednei's,  the  better  to  fit  them  to  their 
m after’s  purpofe.  To  make  them 
ufeful,  they  have  made  them  vile, 

and 
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and  the  eonfequence  of  their  tutored 
villa nv  is  now  defcending  on  the 
heads  of  their  encouragers.  They 
have  been  trained  like  hounds  to  the 
fcent  of  blood,  and  cherifhed  in  every 
fpecies  of  dilFolute  barbarity.  Their 
ideas  of  right  and  wrong  are  worn 
away  in  the  condant  habitude  of  re¬ 
peated  infamy,  till,  like  men  prac¬ 
ticed  in  executions,  they  feel  not  the 
value  of  another’s  life. 

The  talk  before  you,  though  pain¬ 
ful,  is  not  difficult ;  give  up  the 
murderer,  and  fave  your  officer,  as 
the  firil  outfet  of  a  neceffiary  refor¬ 
mation. 

Common  Sense. 
Philadelphia,  May  31,  1782. 


The  Sul  fiance  of  a  Treaty  lately  con¬ 
cluded  between  their  High  JVhghti- 
wefes  the  States  General ,  and  the 
United  States  of  America . 

r  v 

Art.  1.  Tp  HERE  (hall  be  a  firm, 
J|  indifToluble,  and  gene¬ 
ral  peace  between  their  High  Migh- 
tinedes  the  feven  United  Provinces 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  between  the  fub- 
jebts,  citizens,  and  inhabitants  of 
both  fiates,  their  refpebtive  coun¬ 
tries,  towns,  &c.  without  any  diftinc- 
tion  or  exception. 

Art.  2.  The  citizens  and  fubjedts 
of  the  faid  States  of  the  Netherlands 
lha.ll  pay  at  any  port,  road,  towns, 
&c.  of  America,  no  other  duty  or 
import,  of  whatever  nature  or  deno¬ 
mination  they  may  be,  than  luch  as 
the  mod  favoured  nations  are  ufually 
fubjebt  to  ;  and  they  lliall  be  entitled 
to  all  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  &c. 
in  point  of  trade,  navigation,  and 
commerce,  whether  going  to  any 
American  port?,  or  failing  from 
thence  to  any  part  of  the  univerle, 
as  are  already,  or  may  hereafter  be 
granted  to  the  aforeiaid  tuitions. 


Art.  3,  Makes  the  above  reciprs- 
cal  for  the  traders  of  America. 

Art,  4.  The  fubjedts  of  each  party 
Avail  enjoy  a  free  and  plenary  liberty 
of  confidence,  as  well  as  their  family, 
in  religious  matters  ;  being  indulged 
to  follow  their  refpebtive  modes  of 
worfhip  without  hindrance  or  mole- 
tation.  Moreover  the  fubjedts,  t:z, 
of  the  refpebtive  parties  dying  with¬ 
in  the  territories  of  the  other  ,  (ball  be 
buried  in  proper  and  decent  grounds 
allotted  for  that  purpofe  ;  nor  (hall 
the  lead:  infult  be  ofierea  to  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  deceafed. 

Art.  3.  Their  High  Mightineffes 
the  States  of  the  United  Provinces 
will  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  them 
lies,  to  defend  and  protebt  all  diips 
and  properties  belonging  to  any  of 
the  American  States,  or  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjedts,  whild  the  faid  (hips, 
&c.  remain  in  the  Dutch  roads  and 
harbours,  or  the  leas  adjoining  there¬ 
to,  and  to  recover  and  return  to  the 
owners,  or  their  agents,  all  fuch 
drips,  &c.  captured  within  the  jurif- 
didiion  of  the  faid  United  Provinces  1 
all  men  of  war  belonging  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  ffiall,  upon  all  occafions,  take 
under  their  proteblion,  all  trading 
vedels,  the  property  ol  the  people  of 
the  faid  States  of  America,  deerincr 
the  fame  courfe  ;  and  protebt  them 
in  the  way  againd  all  fudden  and 
violent  attacks,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  are  bound  to  defend  and 
protebt  drips  and  vedels  belonging  to 
the  fubjedts  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nedes. 

Art.  6.  Stipulates  the  fame  con¬ 
dition  to  be  obferved  by  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Art.  7.  It  ffiall  be  free  and  lawful 
to  the  merchants  or  other  fubjedts  of 
both  parties,  by  will  made,  during, 
or  previous  to  the  illnefs  of  the  teda- 
tor,  to  bequeath  wholly,  or  in  part, 
to  fuch  per fdn  or  pevfons  they  may 
think  proper,  the  edebts,  goods,  &c. 
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winch  the  faid  teftator  has,  or  ought 
to  be  po  {felled  of,  within  the  territo- 
ries  belonging  to  either  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties  :  moreover,  if  any 
of  the  faid  fubjeCts  ihall  die  after 
having  made  their  wills,  or  what  is 
termed  ab  intefiat ,  their  heirs  at  law, 
executors,  or  adminiftrators,  fettled 
within  the  dominions  of  either  party, 
or  coming  from  any  other  country, 
though  not  natural! fed,  {hall  receive 
luch  goods  and  effects  without  being 
molefted,  under  pretence  of  any  pri¬ 
vate  privileges  peculiar  to  any  pro¬ 
vince,  town,  &c.  but  be  freely  ad¬ 
mitted  to  their  claims,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  refpe&ive  countries ; 
in  fuch  manner  however,  that  the 
right  to  the  laid  goods  and  effects  of 
perfons  dying  ab  intefiat ,  frail  be 
proved  according  to  the  forms  in  fuch 
cafes  provided  by  the  laws  of  the 
country  where  the  perfon  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  die,  notwith {landing  all  fta- 
tutes,  edicts,  cuftoms,  See.  to  the 
contrary. 

Art.  8.  Stipulates,  that  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  either  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  reiiding  within  the  dominions  cf 
the  other,  {hall  appoint  fuch  attor- 
nies,  agents,  and  counfel,  as  they 
may  think  fit,  and  that  the  latter 
{hall  be  called  to  the  bar  by  the  or¬ 
dinary  judges,  if  de  fired  to  do  fo. 

Art.  9.  It  is  hereby  enaCted,  that 
the  goods,  and  effects,  or  other  pro¬ 
perty  belonging  to  either  party, 
{hall  not  be  detained,  much  lefs  ieized 
upon  by  main  force,  unlefs  it  is  for 
debt,  or  in  confequence  of  a  formal 
and  lawful  profecution. 

Art.  10.  Concerns  the  traders  and 
mafters  of  fhips,  who,  in  neither  of 
the  aforefaid  States,  {ball  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  employ  in  the  loading  or 
unloading  of  their  Hups,  or  for  agents 
and  interpreters,  fuch  perfons  as  are 
eftablifhed  for  that  purpofe  by  pub¬ 
lic  authority,  remaining  at  full  liber¬ 
ty  to  t  ran  fa  Cl  buiinefs  for  themfelves, 


and  to  make  ufe  of  any  perfon  or  per- 
fens  they  may  think  fit  to  appoint, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  fees, 
under  any  denomination  whatfoever, 
to  thofe  who  ufually  a  Cl  in  the  above 
capacities. 

Art.  it  and  12.  Settle  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  {hips  of  either  party, 
failing  with  prohibited  {fores  for  th« 
ports  of  any  power  then  at  war  with 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  are  to 
be  treated.  It  is  therein  ftipulated, 
that  the  mafters  of  fuch  {hips  fuf- 
peCted  on  good  grounds  of  carrying 
on  fuch  illicit  trade,  fhall  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  produce,  either  at  fea, 
or  in  the  harbours  of  their  allies, 
their  certificates  and  paffports,  {hew¬ 
ing  that  they  have  no  unlawful  goods 
on  board.-—- — Anyfliip  which,  upon 
being  fearchcd  at  fea,  fhall  prove  to 
be  fo  laden,  {hall  firaightway  be  car¬ 
ried  by  the  captor  into  feme  of  the 
ports  belonging  tothe  offended  party. 
Yet  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  break 
open  the  hatches,  trunks,  or  any 
other  locked  up  place,  till  the  ad¬ 
miralty  court  fhall  have  pronounced 
on  the  matter,  and  have  billed  out  a 
fentence  of  confifeation,  which  fhall 
in  no  cafe  extend  to  the  (hip,  or  any 
part  of  its  cargo,  but  fuch  as  con  fid 
of  the  faid  prohibited  goods.  If  the 
captor  at  lea  fhould  find  there  is 
room  fufficient  to  put  on  board  his 
own  fhip,  the  whole  of  the  prohibited 
cargo,  the  prized  vefiel  fhall  be  dif¬ 
fered  to  continue  its  courfe,  nor  fhall 
it  be  carried  into  port,  but  in  fuch 
cafes,  where  the  faid  cargo  could  not 
be  removed  on  board  the  captor. 

Art.  13,  Declares  feizable  any 
property  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of 
the  refpeCtive  States,  if  found  on 
board  any  vefiel,  the  owner  or  mafter 
of  which,  fhould  be  a  fubjedt  of  the 
power  then  at  war  with  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  unlefs  it  fhould 
appear,  upon  proof,  that  the  owner 
or  owners  of  fuch  property  had  {hip¬ 
ped 
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ped  it  off  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  or  before  they  could  be  inform¬ 
ed  of  there  being  fuch  a  declaration  ; 
in  which  cafe,  all  fuch  properties  and 
effects  (hall  be  reitored  bona  fide ,  and 
without  any  demur,  to  the  real  own¬ 
ers  ;  provided  neverthelefs,  if  fuch 
effects  are  of  the  number  of  the.pro- 
liibited  ones,  they  {hall  not  be  by 
any  means  carried  into  any  ports 
within  the  dominions  of  the  enemy. 
The  time  fpecified,  as  fufficient  for 
any  owner  or  mailer  of  (hips,  to  be 
informed  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
is  fixed  at  two  months  after  the  laid 
declaration,  whatever  port  or  place 
they  may  happen  to  fail. 

Art.  14.  In  order  that  fufficient 
provifion  may  be  made  for  the  fafety 
of  the  trading  veffels  and  fubjefts  of 
both  parties,  in  cafe  of  any  moleitation 
from  the  fiiips  of  war  and  privateers 
of  either,  it  (hall  be  ffrictly  enjoined 
to  all  captains  and  commanders  of 
fuch  fiiips  not  to  annoy,  or  in  any 
manner  whatever  give  offence  to  the 
iubjedts  of  the  other  party,  on  pain 
of  being  made  liable  to  make  good 
all  lofs  and  damage  to  the  aggrieved 
party. 

Art.  15.  Provides  that  all  goods 
and  merchandizes  retaken  from  the 
enemies  of  cither  of  the  contracting 
parties,  {hall  be  carried  to  fome  port 
within  the  dominions  of  either,  and 
fafely  lodged  with  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpole,  who  arc  to 
deliver  the  whole  and  every  part  of 
the  property  to  the  real  owners,  upon 
their  proving  themfeives  to  be  fuch 
in  a  full  and  fatisfaCtory  manner. 

Art.  16  and  17.  Relate  to  the 
amicable  manner  in  which  either 
party  is  to  be  treated  by  the  fubjeCb 
of  the  other,  in  cafe  of  their  being 
wrecked,  or  forced  by  diffrefs  of  wea¬ 
ther,  or  the  fear  of  any  enemy,  to  put 
into  any  port,  &c.  from  whence  they 
fliall  be  at  full  liberty  to  depart, 


when,  and  for  whatever  deffination 
they  may  think  proper. 

Art.  18.  Provides,  that  in  cafe  of 
a  war  breaking  out  between  the  par¬ 
ties,  fix  months  from  the  date  of  the 
declaration,  {hall  be  allowed  to  their 
trading  fubje&s  to  difpofe  of,  or 
withdraw  their  effects  and  property^ 
and  if  any  part  thereof  ffiould  have 
been  feized  upon  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  faid  term,  full  fatisfac- 
tion  fliall  be  made  to  the  party  ag¬ 
grieved. 

Art.  19.  Forbids  all  and  every  fub- 
ject  of  both  parties,  when  either  of 
them  is  at  war  with  any  foreign  pow¬ 
er,  to  accept  from  the  latter  any 
commiffion  or  letters  of  marque  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  employed  againft 
the  party  then  at  war  as  aforefaid. 

Art.  20.  Subjects  the  trading  and 
other  (hips  of  the  contracting  powers 
to  the  ufual  forms  and  regulations, 
in  cafe  theyfhould  ride  in  the.  roads, 
or  fail  coaftwife  along  the  territories 
of  their  confederates  without  any  ex- 
prefs  intention  of  making  any  of  their 
ports,  or  in  cafe  they  fhould  enter 
any  of  the  latter,  but  be  unwilling 
to  unlade  their  veffels  either  wholly 
or  in  part. 

Art.  21.  Declares  both  parties  to 
be  at  liberty  to  appoint  conluls,  and 
other  agents,  to  relide  within  the  do¬ 
minions  of  their  confederates,  if  they 
fliould  effeem  fuch  an  eltabliihment 
either  convenient  or  neceflary. 

Art.  22.  It  is  agreed  between  the 
contracting  parties,  that  no  claufe  or 
article  whatever  contained  in  the  pre- 
fent  treaty,  either  for  the  prefent  or 
for  the  time  to  come,  fliall  be  under- 
ffood  or  looked  upon  as  any  ways 
derogatory  to  the  two  treaties,  one  of 
amity  and  commerce,  the  other  of 
alliance,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  6tli 
of  February,  1778,  between  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the 
Moll  Chriffkn  King,  but  ought  to 

k  be 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


be  deemed  in  every  refpe£t  compa¬ 
tible  with  and  conformable  to  the  laid 
treaties. 

Art.  23.  The  contracting  powers 
leave  the  king  of  Spain  at  full  liber¬ 
ty  to  accede  to  the  treaties  alluded 
to  in  the  above  article,  with  fitch  al¬ 
terations,  as  to  his  Catholic  Majefty 
may  feem  good  ;  provided  nevenhe- 
lefs,  that  no  elaufe  or  condition  go 
againfi  any  of  the  articles  contained 
do  the  prefent  treaty  between  the 
contradling  parties  herein-mentioned. 

Art.  24.  Contains  a  promife  on  the 
part  of  their  High  Mightineffes  to 
exert  their  intereil  with  the  Barbary 
powers,  that  no  moleftation  or  an¬ 
noyance  may  be  offered  by  them,  or 
their  fubjedls,  to  the  free  trade  of 
their  confederate. 

Art,  25,  Specifies  fuch  ftores,and 
effects,  as  come  within  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  contraband  or  prohibited 
goods :  namely,  all  manner  of  arms, 
and  often  five  weapons,  linen  and 
woollen  cloths,  gold  and  ftlver 
coined  or  in  bullion,  combuftibles, 
pitch,  tar,  yarn,  mails,  timber,  fails. 
Other  articles,  provided  they  are 
not  made  in  a  form  adapted  to  war¬ 
fare,  either  by  lea  or  land,  are  net 
to  be  looked  upon  as  prohibited 
goods. 

Art,  26.  Enacts,  that  in  order  to 
prevent  all  dilfenfton  and  mifunder- 
ftanding  between  the  parties,  if  either 
of  them  fhouid  chance  to  declare  war 
againfi:  any  other  power,  the  fubjedls 
of  the  other  contradling  parties  fliall 
be  provided  with  proper  paflports, 
fpeeifying  the  (hip’s  burthen,  its  car¬ 
go,  the  name  of  the  mafter,  &c.  that 
it  may  thus  appear,  that  there  are 
no  prohibited  goods  on  board. 

Art.  27.  Provides,  that  although 
the  (hips  of  either  party  be  at  liberty 
to  put  into  any  port  belonging  to 
the  other,  without  being  compelled 
to  unload  or  give  in  a  declaration  of 
their  cargo  ;  yet  if  there  is  any  juft: 
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caufe  of  fufpediing,  that  fome  pro¬ 
hibited  merchandize  is.,  lodged  011 
board,  the  mafter  of  fuch  a  veffel 
{hall  be  obliged  to  juftify  himfelf,  bv 
prefenting  his  paftport  made  out  in  a 
legal  form,  as  provided  by  this  treaty. 

Art.  28.  Stipulates,  that  any  trad¬ 
ing  (hip  being  met  at  lea  by  one  or 
more  men  of  war,  of  either  of  the 
contradling  parties,  the  commander 
of  fuch  man  of  war  (hall  keep  with¬ 
out  gun-fhot,  and  only  fend  his  boat* 
not  to  fearch,  but  to  requeft  to  fee 
the  paftport  of  the  mafter  of  the  trad¬ 
ing  fliip. 

Arr.  29.  It  fliall  be  lawful  for  all 
traders,  commanders  of  (hips,  either 
fitted  out  for  war  or  trade,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the 
fubjedls  thereof,  freely  to  enter  in 
their  fervice,  and  receive  on  board, 
within  all  and  every  the  ports  be¬ 
longing  to  the  States  General,  fuch 
Tailors  or  others  as  may  be  native  ci¬ 
tizens,  or  fubjedls  of  any  of  the  Thir¬ 
teen  Provinces,  and  that  upon  fuck 
terms  and  conditions  as  fliall  be  ex- 
prefsly  agreed,  without  being  fubjedi 
to  any  penalty,  adfion  or  trefpafs,  or 
reprehenfion  for  fo  doing.  / 

The  above  article  (being  the  laft) 
is  made  reciprocal  in  favour  of  their 
High  Mightineffes, 


State  of  the  National  Debt ,  as  it  will 
fund  on  the  $th  of  January ,  1783, 
and  jhe  Interejl  that  ist  or  will 
be  paid  for  it.  By  the  Earl  of 
Stair  . 

MT^HE  funded  debt 
I  on  the  3th  of  Ja- 
nuary,  1 7  83,  will  be^i  97, 32^^00 
The  value  of  980, 3  3  8/. 
of  annuities  given  as 
premiums,  fome  for 
life,  fome  for  terms 
of  years,  at,  or  un¬ 
der  the  prices  they 
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fell  at,  may  be  efti- 
mated  to  amount  to 

The  balance  of  un¬ 
funded  debt,  after 
deducting  from  the 
50,000,000/.  charg¬ 
ed  againft  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  account  No.  I. 
the  13,500,000/. 
funded  in  1782, and 
adding  the  balance 
of  1,266,338/.  over 
the  fifty  millions,  as 
per  account  No.  III. 

Borrowed  on  the  6d. 
in  the  pound  civil 
lilt  duty  —  — 

.Equivalent  to  Scot¬ 
land  —  ■ — 


13,700,000 


37,766,338 

1,000,000 

248,550 


Total  capital  debt  on 
the  5th  of  January, 

1783  —  —  25  0,040,388 


.For  which  is,  or  will  be  paid  annu¬ 
ally  by  the  public, 

Interefi  of  debt  already 

funded  — .  —  £7, 481,3  it 
Interefi  on  the  million 
borrowed  on  the  ci¬ 
vil  lift  6d.  duty  —  30,000 

Interefi  on  the  Scotch 
equivalent,  and 
2,000/.  paid  yearly 
to  Scotch  filheries, 


&c.  —  — 

Interefi  on  the  above 
37,766,338  /.  un¬ 

funded  debt,  at  5-*- 
per  cent,  charges  at 
the  bank  included, 
nearly  —  — 

The  charges  at  the 
bank  on  loans  1781. 
and  1782,  not  yet 
allowed,  nearly 


12,000 


2,100,000 


15,000 


Total  to  be  paid  an¬ 
nually  to  the  credi¬ 


tors  of  the  public, 
on  the  5th  January, 
i783  _  —  —  9,638,311 

The  civil  lift  and  peace 
eftablifhments  will 
require  annually,  as 
per  account  No.  I.  5,500,000 

—  . .  •murnm rm 

Total  annual  charge 
on  the  public  on  the 
5th  January,  1783, 
neat  money  15,138,311 

It  is  believed  the  account  is  juft, 
or  fo  to  a  trifle,  [f  fo,  and  if  the 
annual  neat  amount  of  the  public 
revenue  cannot  be  brought  to  rife 
higher  than  twelve  millions  (and 
we  think  there  is  no  great  probabi¬ 
lity  that  it  will  rife  higher),  the 
whole  of  the  deficiency  muft  fall  on 
the  creditors  of  the  public,  who, 
inftead  of  receiving  annually  9,638, 
311/.  will  only  receive  6,500,000/. 
or  13J.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Should  we  be  compelled  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  war  for  another  year,  it 
may  be  fairly  prefumed  the  charge 
will  not  be  lefs  for  1783  than  it  was 
for  1782.  If  fo,  the  public  account 
will  ftand  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1784,  as  follows: 

To  the  loan  as  in  1782  ^13,5 00, ©00 
Provifions  omitted,  or 
fhort  and  defedlive 
funds  taken  for  more 
than  they  will  pro¬ 
duce  in  1782  — 

Balance  of  the  debt 
of  the  navy,  af¬ 
ter  allowing  the 
1,500,000/.  carried 
towards  it  from  the 
fupplies,  1782 
The  whole  increafe  for 
the  year,  ending  the 
3 1  ft  of  Dec.  1781, 
being  4,145,7  22/. 

Balance  therefore  is  2,641,722 

The 
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The  Unking  fund  ta¬ 
ken  for  more  than 
it  will  produce,  as 
per  account  No.IIL 
crediting  half  a 
year  more  of  the 
difference  gained  by 
the  reduction  of  the 
31-2  per  cent*  to  3 
per  cent.  — 
Deficiency  of  funds  as 
per  account  No,  III. 
for  1783,  by  the  in- 
terefi:  running  be¬ 
fore  the  taxes  com¬ 
mence,  or  at  leaff 
can  be  made  pro¬ 
ductive  —  — 

Deficiency  of  grants 
as  per  account  No. 
Ill,  —  — 

Interell;  on  Exchequer 
bills,  as  per  account 
^  No.  Ill,  -t  — 
Exchequer  bill  office, 
as  per  ditto 
To  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  for  receiving 
the  loan,  & c.  as 
per  ditto  — - 

To  difcounton  prompt 
payment  of  the  loan, 
as  per  ditto 


rw 695 


350,000 

2  50,000 

3i5,Qi4 

3,888 

10,669 

80,000 


^4.32 1  >988 

Total  new  debt,  that 
muff  be  contracted 
if  the  war  continues 
duringi783  18,021,988 

Intereft  on  1 8  millions 

only  at  6  per  cent.  1,080,000 

Charges  at  the  bank 
on  18  millions, 
nearly  —  * 1,000 

Total  additional  an¬ 
nual  burthen  on  the 
public  (if  the  war 
Continues)  on  the  5th 
of  January,  1784  1,091,000 

I  7  ~  3  » 
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Capital  debt  on  the 
5th  of  January  1783, 
was  per  account 
No.  IV.  250,040,000 

Addition,  if  the  war 
continues  during 
1783  .  •—  —  18,021,988 

Total  capital  debt  on 

the  5th  of  January  —  - — ■ 

1784.  - *  £268,061,988 

Intereff  payable  to  the 
creditors  on  the  5th 
of  January  1783, 
peraccountNo.IV.  ^9,63 8,3 1  f 
Additional  interell  for 
debt  contracted,  if 
the  war  continues 
for  1783  *  — •  1,091,000 

To  the  creditors  of  the 

public,  on  the  5th  — - — • 

of  January  1784  £10,729,3  t  i 

To  the  amount  of  the 
peace  and  civil  lift 
efiablilhments,  per 
account  No.  I.  5,500,000 

Total  annual  charge 
of  neat  money  on 

the  public,  if  the  war  - — — — - - 

continues  for  1783  £16,229,311 


Which  on  the  more  probable  fuppo- 
lition,  that  the  public  revenue  can¬ 
not,  on  a  permanency,  and  average 
of  years,  be  brought  to  exceed  12 
millions  neat  annually ;  the  cre¬ 
ditors  in  that  cafe,  in  place  of 
10,729,311/.  will  receive  annually 
500,000 /.  or  12J.  id*  in  the 

foregoing  accounts  mufr  cer¬ 
tainly  lirike  every  thinking  mind 
with  aftonifhment  and  apprehenfion 
for  the  confequences. 

Avarice  and  credulity  may  pro-* 
mife  any  thing,  on  extravagant  terms 
being  offered  ;  but  in  the  event  of 
public  misfortune,  or  even  op  the 
change  of  the  caprice  of  publip 
(M)  opinion, 


only  o 
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opinion,  how  are  they  to  make  good 
their  promifes  ?  If  they  fail  in  time 
of  war,  the  word  of  ruins,  anarchy 
enfues.  In  time  of  peace,  the  pub¬ 
lic  not  being  able  to  completely 
fulfil  their  engagements  to  their  cre¬ 
ditors,  will  be  a  great  calamity ; 
but  will  not,  f  hope,  endanger  the 
fafety  of  the  flate.  Indeed,  moil  of 
the  few  public  creditors  who  look 
beyond  the  price  of  the  day,  fee 
that  this  laft  event  mud  needTarily 
happen  foon.  The  funds  are  now 
kept  up  at  the  rates  they  are  at,  only 
by  an  idea,  fo  generally  prevalent, 
that  peace  mufl  be  at  hand,  becaufe 
we  are  no  longer  able  to  go  on  with 
the  war  ;  and  consequently,  as  has 
generally  happened  on  a  peace,  there 
will  be  a  great  rife  in  the  value  of 
government  fecurities,  which  every¬ 
body  hopes  by  felling  out  to,  profit 
by  ;  not  reflecting  that  if  all  croud 
to  market  with  their  flock  at  one 
time,  the  quantity  on  fale  exceed¬ 
ing,  as  it  needs  mufl,  the  demand, 
the  price  cannot  advance. 


Letter  from  William  Eden,  Efq. 
to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

Downing - flrcet ,  April  5,  1782. 

My  Lo  RD, 

H’  A  V I N  G  re-con  fide  red  the 
conferences  with  which  your 
lordfhip  yefterday  indulged  me,  I 
think  that  I  ought  fpecifically  to 
flare  my  reafons  for  having  often  de¬ 
clined  your  intimations  to  me  to  en¬ 
ter  into  opinions  and  fads  refpeding 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  meafures  befl  to  be 
purfued  there.  When  I  arrived  in 
London,  I  came  prepared  and  dif- 
pofed,  and  inflruffed  to  ferve,  fnofl 
cordially,  in  the  critical  meafure  of 
clofng  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  go¬ 
vernment,  fo  a?  to  place  it  with  all 
5  radicsble  advantages  in  the  hands 


PAPERS. 

of  whatever  perfon  .his  Majeftyhf 
miniflers  might  have  deftined  to 
fucceed  to  it. 

1  prefuppofed,  however,  that  either 
his  Excellency  would  be  recalled 
very  foon,  but  not  without  the  at«f 
tentions  which  are  due  to  him,  his 
flation,  and  his  fervices ;  or  that  his 
Majefiy’s  miniflers  would  affifl  and 
inflrud  him  in  firft  concluding  the 
bufinefl  of  the  feffion,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  public  meafures  and  arrange-, 
rnents  of  fome  difficulty  and  confe- 
quence,  which  are  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  and  which  cannot  be 
completed  in  lefs  than  four  or  five 
months. 

Finding,  however,  to  my  extreme 
furprize,  that  the  manner  of  giving 
the  Lieutenantcy  of  the  Eaft  Riding 
to  Lord,  Carmarthen,  had  been  fuch 
as  to  amount  to  a  marked  and  per- 
fonal  infult,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  thing  taken  is  merely  ho¬ 
norary,  and  that  the  perfon  from 
whom  it  is  taken  is  an  abfent  Vice¬ 
roy  ;  and  hearing  alfo  from  your- 
lordfhip,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland 
is  not  unlikely  to  be  made  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  aftual  meflenger  of  his 
own  appointment,  I  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  declined  anyr  communication 
refpecting  faffs  and  meafures;  be¬ 
caufe  this  line  adopted  towards  the 
prefent  Lord  Lieutenant,  mufl  in 
my  opinion  he  fatal  to  the  eafe  of 
his  fucceffors  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  and  ruinous  to  all  good  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  confequent  peace 
of  Ireland. 

Your  lordfiiip  has  informed  met 
that  this  is  not  meant  as  a  perfonal 
exertion  of  power  againfl  Lord  Car- 
lifle,  but  that  his  Majefly’s  mini  Hers 
have  adopted  this  mode  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  a  wife 
meafure  of  government.  I  differ 
fo  totally  in  my  judgment,  that  it 

would  be  idle  in  me  to  trouble  them 

'¥ 

farther  refpeffing  Ireland, 

1  ffiaU 
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T  {hall,  as  the  duty  of  my  dtua- 
tion  requires,  wait  oil  fuch  of  his 
Maje fly’s  numbers  as  are  difpofed 
to  fee  me,  and  with  that  refpedt 
which  is  due  to  them,  fhall  fubmit 
what  I  have  here  dated. 

My  next  anxiety  is  to  a£f  as  I  be¬ 
lieve  Lord  Carlifle  would  wifh  me  to 
act,  for  his  honour  and  the  public 
lervice,  two  objedls  which  cannot 
at  this  moment  be  feparated.  I  am 
ready  this  evening,  or  to-morrow 
morning,  at  any  hour,  to  attend  the 
commands  of  his  Majefly’s  minif- 
ters,  either  fepafately  or  collective¬ 
ly,,  To  morrow  at  two,  I  fhail  go 
into  the  country,  to  make  a  vilit  of 
perfonal  refpeCl  and  private  friend- 
fhip  ;  and  on  Monday,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  I  fhall  date,  as  fully 
as  a  weak  voice  will  permit,  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  prefent  circum- 
ftanees  of  Ireland  :  I  dial!  do  this 
without  any  mixture  of  complaint, 
and  with  the  mod  anxious  regard 
to  facilitate  any  fubfequent  fyflem 
for  the  public  tranquillity  ;  I  fhail 
only  wifh  to  let  it  be  implied  by  the 
world,  from  Irifli  faffs,  in  contra¬ 
diction  to  Englifh  treatment,  that 
the  prefent  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  (I  borrow  his  own  words  from 
his  lad  letter  to  your  lordlhip)  “  has 
had  the  good  fortune  to  conduct  the 
bufinefs  of  Ireland,  at  a  mod  criti¬ 
cal  period,  without  difcredit  to  bis 
Majedy’s  government,  and  with 
many  increafing  advantages  to  the 
intereds  of  his  kingdoms.” 

X  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wm.  EdEN.’’ 


Letters  from  the  Right  Hon.  T  hom  a  s 
Townshend,  Efq.  one  of  his 
Majefy  s  principal  Secretaries  of 
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State ,  to  the  Right  Hon .  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  London. 

Whitehall ,  AW.  2  2,  1782*. 
My  Lord, 

I S  Majedy’s  miniders,  anx¬ 
ious  to  prevent,  as  early  as 
poffible,  the  mifchief  too  commonly 
refulting  from  {peculations  in  the 
funds,  durino-  the  uncertain  date  of 
negociations  for  peace  with  the  pow¬ 
ers  at  war,  and  which  it  is  for  the 
general  honour  and  interell  of  all 
great  powers  to  avoid,  have  thought 
it  their  duty  to  afk  his  Maffedy’* 
permiffion  to  communicate  to  you* 
tor  the  information  of  the  public, 
that  the  negociations  for  peace, 
which  are  carrying  on  at  Paris,  are 
brought  fo  far  to  a  point,  as  to  pro¬ 
mile  a  decifive  conclufion  for  peace 
or  war,  before  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  will,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  be  prorogued  to  the  5th  of 
next  month. 

I  have  likewife  his  Majeby’s  com¬ 
mand  to  alime  your  lordfhip,  you 
will  receive  immediate  notice  of  the 
iflue. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

T.  Townshend, 

Whitehall^  Dec.  3,  1782, 
My  Lord, 

IN  confequence  of  my  letter  to 
your  Lorddiip,  of  the  2 2d  of 
lad  month,  I  take  the  earlied  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  a 
meffenger  is  this  moment  arrived 
from  Paris,  with  an  account  of  pro- 
vifional  articles  having  been  figned 
the  30th  of  November,  by  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  commillioners,  and  the  com- 
miffioners  ot  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  be  inferted  in  and  con- 
ditute  a  treaty  ot  peace,  which  is 
to  be  concluded  when  terms  of  a 
peace  fhall  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great-Britain  and  France. 

L  he  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor . 

*  N  E  W 
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NEW  TAXES. 

An  additional  duty  of  4 d.  per  pound  o'n  tobacco. 

An  additional  duty  of  $s.  on  tea-licences. 

An  additional  duty  on  brandy. 

An  additional  duty  of  ten  pence  per  bufhel  oil  fait. 

A  duty  on  all  medicinal  falts  of  1  /.  per  hundred  weight. 

A  duty  of  is,  6 d,  in  100/.  on  all  fums  of  money  infured  onhoufes  and 
goods  from  fire. 

A  lfamp  duty  of  3 d,  on  all  inland  bills  of  exchange  under  50/.  and  of 
6d.  on  all  fuch  bills  above  50/. 

A  duty  of  30/.  on  licences  to  be  taken  put  by  all  lottery -office  keepers. 

A  new  duty  on  fmall  beer. 

A  new  duty  on  poft-horfes. 


Parliamentary  SUPPLIES,  and  WAYS  and  MEANS, 

for  1782. 

SUPPLIES. 


N  A 

100,00 o  Seamen  (with  21,305  Marines) 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy, 

Building,  &c.  of  Ships, 

Navy  Debt, 


M 


A  R 

49,455  Landmen  (with  4175  Invalids) 
General  and  Staff  Officers 
Guards,  Garrifons,  &c. 

Live  Battalions  for  Gibraltar  and  Minorca 

13,472  Troops  Heffe  Caffel 

2,094  ditto  Hanau 

Regiment  Waldeck 

4,300  Brunfwickers 

Regiment  Brandenbourg  Anfpach 

933  Troops  Anhalt  Zerbfc 

Provisions  for  Foreign  Troops  in  America 

Augmentation  to  the  Troops  of  Heffe  Caffel 


Y. 

5,200,000  O  Q> 

409,766  iz  9 
953,519  o  o 
1,500,000  o  o 


Y. 

1,242 ,835  4 

43,840  6 

J>3*5,523  5 
56,074  19 
367,203  9 

6r,ic8  11 

*7,498  3 

93,947  *5 
43,665  1  z 
23,818  11 

55,4^9  0 


Ditto 


*5,499  *7 


ditto  Brandenbourg  Anfpach  3,282 


4,942 

27,68  3 


12 

*9 

14 


677,497  15  *0 


Augmentation  to  Troops  of  Anhalt  Zerbff 
Artillery  to  Foreign  Troops 
Embodying  Militia  in  South  Britain,  and  four  7 
Regiments  Fencibles  in  North-Britain  5 

Cloathing  ditto 

Regiment:  Light  Dragoons  and  two  Regiments  Foot 
One  Regiment  Light  Dragoons,  feven  Batta¬ 
lions,  and  a  detachment  of  Foot  for  the  Eaft- 
Indies  -  - 

Land  Extraordinaries  and  Augmentations  (Chel-  7  , 

fea  Hofpital  included,  and  reduced  Officers)  $ 


100,594 

21,329 


17 

18 


x 

8 


36,280  10  8 


8 


8,063,2  $5 


3 

o 

10 

4 1 

10 

of 

s4 

o 

5 

5 

o 

o 


7>7M>3*lt  8  2 
Brought 


PUB 

i 

Brought  forward, 


LIC  PAP 


E  .R  S.  xSi 

7*4,311  8  % 


ORDNANCE. 


Ordinaries, 

Extraerdinariet 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

Turkey  Company 

Britiih  Mufeum  -  * 

American  Civil  Government* 

African  Forts  and  Settlements 
Roads  and  Bridges  in  Scotland 
Rebuilding  Newgate,  on  account 
Ditto  Somerfet-Houfe  •  **■ 

American  Sufferers  -  »  ' 

Sait-Petre,  &c.  Contracts 
Juftitia  Hulks 
Commons  Addreffes 


E  X  C  H  E  QJJ  E  R 

Vote  of  Credit  laft  Seffions  difeharged 
Difeharged  before  Chriftmas  Recefs 
Difeharged  after  Chriftmas  F.ecefs 
Remain  uniffued  to  pay  Lottery  Frizes 


Deficiency,  Fund  1758 

Ditto,  ditto,  1778 

Ditto,  ditto,  1779 

Ditto,  ditto,  1780 

Ditto,  Coinage 
Ditto,  Land  and  Malt 


WAYS 

Land  and  Malt 


and  M 


Medium  produce  of  three  laft  years 
Balance  in  Exchequer  Michaelmas,  1781 
Duties  from  India  Company,  payable  thls^ 
month,  poftponed  on  account  of  the  late  ar-  V 
rival  of  laft  year’s  fleet  -  J 

Half-year’s  dividend  of  §  per  Cent,  on  3^  per  ~l 
Cent.  Annuities  1758,  from  5th  July  178a  J 


Taken  for  the  round  fum  of 
Surplus  Grants,  1781 


712,366 

899,723 

3 

*S 

10 

7 

1  VICES. 

5,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

*4,957 

10 

S 

13,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

© 

25,000 

0 

0 

68,439 

16 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

14.719 

4 

0 

8,672 

5 

0 

BILLS 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

G 

1,420,000 

0 

O 

480,000 

0 

O 

C  I  E  S 

35**49 

8 

o| 

183,380 

3 

8 

103,806 

9 

4 

*53,  *93 

8 

IS 

2,1*3 

16 

7 

400,000 

0 

0 

E  A  N 

S. 

i,  viz. 

2,803,813 

4 

0 

203,795 

1 1 

10 

163,000 

0 

O 

11,250 

0 

© 

3,181,858 

*5 

10 

•m 

254,475 

7 

5 

1*613,089  19  5 


£i7»788  i|  s 


4,400,000  o 


882,643  6  y 


£.22,900,119  %  4 


2,750,000  © 


3,100,000  o  o 


Carried  «ver, 


£.5,850,000  o  © 


Brought 


t&2 
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Brought  forward, 

Dedudt  iritereft  on  Exchequer  Bills,  &c„ 


144,331  18  9 

Paid  Bank  of  England  prompt  payment  to  pro- ?  9 

prietors  of  Loan,  1781  -  £  93,537 


£'5>%5°>°°o  o  o 


Nett  Surplus  of  Grants 
New  Exchequer  Pills 
Annuities  and  L  ottery 

Dedudl  Lottery  Prizes 

Sundry  Savings 
French  Prize  Money 
Sale  of  Ceded  Iflands 
Duty  on  Gum  Seneca 


237,869  1  5 


13,905,000  o  o 
405,000  o  o 


SUPPLY  -  22,900,119  2  4 
WAYS  aad  MEANS  22,982,608  6  o 


EXCESS  of  PROVISIONS  82,489  3  8 


16,608 

6 

0 

3>50g>ogo 

► 

O 

0 

• 

13,500,000 

0 

0 

100,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

“.22,982,608 

6 

Of 

\ 


P  RICES 


N .  B.  The  highefl  and  lowed  Prices  of  each  Stock  in  the  Courfe  of  any  Month  are  put  down  to  that  Month. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS. 


DESCENT  and  RISE  of  the  Einprefs  CATHARINE  of  RUSSIA. 


[From  the  Memoirs  of  Pei 

Q^E  was  born  at  Runghen,  a 
{J3  Rnail  village  in  Livonia,  of 
very  poor  parents,  who  were  only 
boors,  or  vafTals :  her  father  and 
mother  dying,  left  her  very  young 
in  great  want ;  the  parifh-clerk,  out 
of  companion,  took  her  home  to  his 
houfe,  where  fne  learnt  to  read* 
Dr,  Glack,  minifter  of  Marien- 
burgh,  feeing  her  there,  enquired 
of  the  clerk  who  fhe  was ;  and  being 
informed  Ihe  was  a  poor  orphan  he 
had  taken  into  his  houle  out  of  cha¬ 
rity,  what  from  a  wifh  to  relieve  the 
kpoor  clerk  from  a  burthen  he  was 
lot  well  able  to  fupport,  and  a  liking 
o  the  little  orphan,  the  dodor  took 

I-ier  home  to  his  houfe,  notwith- 
landing  he  had  a  numerous  family 
!)f  his  own.  Here  her  company  and 
opportunities  for  improvement  were 
setter,  and  her  deportment  fuch, 

Ihat  flie  became  equally  efceemed  by 
he  dodor,  his  wife,  and  children  : 
ier  Ready,  diligent,  and  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  all  their  domeftic  con¬ 
cerns,  ingratiated  her  fo  much  with 
fhe  dodor  and  his  wife,  that  they 
pade  no  diftindion  between  her  and 
heir  own  children.  She  ever  after 
nowed  her  acknowledgment  with 
he  utmoil  gratitude,  in  richly  pro- 


:er  Henry  Bruce,  Efq. ] 

viding  for  all  thofe  who  could  lay 
claim  to  any  alliance  to  the  doifor’s 
family  ;  nor  did  ihe  forget  her  fir  ft 
benefactor  the  clerk  of  Rughen.  In 
this  happy  fituation  file  grew  up  to 
woman,  when  a  Livonian  ferjeant, 
in  the  SWedifh  fervice,  fell  paffion- 
ately  in  love  with  her  ;  fhe  likewife 
liking  him,  agreed  to  marry  him, 
provided  it  could  be  done  with  the 
dodor’s  confent,  who,  upon  enquiry 
into  the  man’s  charader,  finding  It 
unexceptionable,  readily  gave  it. 
The  marriage-day  was  appointed, 
and  indeed,  came ;  when  a  fudden 
order  came  to  the  ferjeant  that  very 
morning,  to  march  diredly  with  a 
detachment  for  Riga,  who  was 
thereby  difappointed  from  ever  en¬ 
joying  his  lovely  bride.  Soon  after 
this,  general  Baur,  at  the  head  of 
an  army,  came  before  the  town  and 
took  it,  in  the  year  1702,  when  all 
the  inhabitants  were  made  prifoners, 
and  among!!  the  reft  this  lovely 
bride.  In  the  promifcuous  croud, 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  and  bathed 
in  tears  at  her  unhappy  fate,  the 
general  observing  her,  faw  a  je  nc 
J'gai  quoi  in  her  whole  appearance, 
which  attraded  him  fo  much,  that 
he  afked  her  feveral  queflion3  about 
A  2 
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Ter  fituation  ;  to  which  (he  made 
anfwers  with  more  fenfe  than  is 
n fual  with  perfons  of  her  rank.  He 
delired  her  not  to  be  afraid,  for  he 
would  take  care  of  her,  and  gave 
immediate  orders  for  her  fafety  and 
reception  into  his  houfe,  of  which 
he  gave  her  the  whole  charge,  with 
authority  over  all  his  fervants,  by 
whom  {he  was  very  much  beloved 
from  her  manner  of  ufing  them  : 
the  general  afterwards  often  faid, 
his  houfe  was  never  fo  well  managed 
as  when  (he  was  with  him. 

“  Prince  MenzikofF,  who  was  his 
patron,  feeing  her  one  day  at  the 
general’s,  obferved  fomething  very 
extraordinary  in  her  air  and  manner, 
and  enquiring  who  fhe  was,  and  on 
what  footing  fhe  ferved  him,  the 
general  told  him  what  has  been  al¬ 
ready  related,  and  with  due  en¬ 
comiums  on  the  merits  of  her  con¬ 
duct  in  his  houfe  :  the  prince  faid, 
fuch  a  perfon  would  be  of  great 
confequence  to  him,  for  he  was  their 
very  ill  ferved  in  that  refpedt ;  to 

7~  1  '  ~  — i 1 — . . . in  i  j  i  m  ,i  in  1 1  wtTiimfi  i— 


which  the  general  replied,  he  was 
under  too  many  obligations  to  his 
highnefs  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
refufe  him  any  thing  he  had  a  mind 
to,  and  immediately  calling  for 
Catherine,  told  her,  that  was  prince 
MenzikofF,  and  that  he  had  occa- 
fion  for  a  fervant  like  herfelf,  and 
that  the  prince  had  it  much  more  in 
his  power  to  be  a  friend  to  her  than 
he  had ;  adding,  that  he  had  too 
great  a  regard  for  her  to  prevent 
her  receiving  fuch  a  piece  of  honour 
and  good  fortune.  She  anfwered 
only  by  a  profound  courtefy,  which 
{hewed,  if  not  her  confent,  that  it ! 
was  not  then  in  her  power  to  refufe  j 
the  offer  that  was  made :  in  iliort, 
the  prince  took  her  home  the  fame 
day,  and  fhe  lived  with  him  till  the 
year  1704,  when  the  czar,  one  day 
dining  with  the  prince,  happened  to 
fee  her,  and  fpoke  to  her :  file  made : 
a  yet  ftronger  impreftion  on  that  mo¬ 
narch,  who  would  likewife  have  her 
to  be  his  fervant ;  from  whence  fhe 
rofe  to  be  emprefs  of  Rufiia.” 


ACCOUNT  of  CZAR  PETER’s  FIRST  MARRIAGE ;  and  the 
STORY  of  a  Virtuous  YOUNG  LADY. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


* '  1H\U  RING  my  residence  in 
|  J  Mofcow,  I  was  told  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  of  the  czar.  Pie 
was  horn  in  the  year  1672,  and  was 
married  in  1690,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  to  Ottokeffa  Lupochin,  a 
boyar’s  daughter,  by  whom  he  had 
prince  Alexis :  fame  time  after  he 
turned  her  away,  and  fhut  her  up 
in  a  mona fiery,  on  fufpicion  of  dif- 
loyalty  to  his  bed.  It  was  faid,  that 
in  one  of  her  jealous  fits,  fhe  charged 
prince  MenzikofF  with  carrying  the 
czar  to  drabs  of  his  former  acquaint¬ 


ance,  who  had  been  his  cuflomer! 
for  cakes  ;  upbraiding  him  with  hi: 
fir  ft  occupation,  and  that  Menzikol 
ever  after  bore  an  irreconcilable  em 
mity  to  both  her  and  her  fon.  Aftei 
the  divorce,  one  Mifs  Mons,  a  very 
beautiful  young  lady,  born  at  Mof 
cow,  of  foreign  parents,  was  mucl 
in  favour  with  the  czar  ;  but  whet 
he  was  abroad,  Mr.  Keyferling,  thei 
refiding  at  Mofcow  as  envoy  fron 
the  king  of  Pruftia,  paid  his  ad 
drefles  to,  and  married  her.  Whet 
the  czar  returned,  he  was  fo  mucl 

offender 
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offended  at  Keyfirling,  that  he  or¬ 
dered  him  to  leave  Mofcow,  which 
occafioned  his  immediate  recall  by 
the  king  his  mailer,  who  lent  an¬ 
other  in  his  room.  It  was  believed, 
if  his  public  charabler  had  not  pro¬ 
tected  him,  he  would  have  feverely 
felt  his  majefty’s  difpleafure. 

44  The  czar  was  fome  time  after 
fhn t ten  with  the  charms  of  another 
beautiful  young  lady,  the  daughter 
of  a  foreign  merchant  in  this  city : 
he  firft  law  her  in  her  father’s  houfe, 
where  he  dined  one  day.  He  was  fo 
much  taken  with  her  appearance, 
that  he  offered  her  any  terms  fhe 
pleafed,  if  die  would  live  with  him  ; 
which  this  virtuous  young  woman 
modeflly  refufed  :  but  dreading  the 
effedls  of  his  authority,  fhe  put  on 
a  refolution,  and  left  Mofcow  in  the 
night,  without  communicating  her 
deiign  even  to  her  parents.  Having 
provided  a  little  money  fof  her  fup- 
port,  die  travelled  on  foot  feveral 
miles  into  the  country,  till  fhe  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  fmall  village  where  her 
nurfe  lived  with  her  hufband  and 
their  daughter,  the  young  lady's 
fofter-fifter,  to  whom  fhe  dil'covered 
her  intention  of  concealing  herfelf 
in  the  wood  near  that  village  :  and 
to  prevent  any  difcovery,  file  fet  out 
the  fame  night,  accompanied  by  the 
hufband  and  daughter.  The  huf¬ 
band,  being  a  timber-man  by  trade, 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  wood, 
conduced  her  to  a  little  dry  fpot  in 
the  middle  of  a  morafs,  and  there 
he  built  a  hut  for  her  habitation. 
She  had  depofited  her  money  with 
her  nurle  to  procure  little  neceflfaries 
for  her  fupport,  which  were  faith¬ 
fully  conveyed  to  her  at  night  by 
the  nurfe  or  her  daughter,  by  one 
of  whom  fhe  was  conftantly  attend¬ 
ed  in  the  night-time. 

44  The  next  day  after  her  flight, 
the  czar  called  at  her  father’s  to  fee 
her,  and  finding  the  patents  in  anx- 


M 

ious  concern  for  their  daughter,  and 
hi  mfelf  difappointed,  fancied  it  a 
plan  of  their  own  concerting*  He 
became  angry,  and  began  to  threat¬ 
en  them  with  the  effedts  of;  his  dif¬ 
pleafure,  if  flie  was  not  produced  : 
nothing  was  left  to  the  parents  but 
the  moil  folemn  proteftations  with 
tears  of  real  farrow  running  down 
their  cheeks,  to  convince  him  of 
their  innocence,  and  ignorance  what 
was  become  of  her  5  affuritig  him  of 
their  fears  that  fome  fatal  difafier 
mull  have  befallen  her,  as  nothing 
belonging  to  her  was  miffing,  except 
what  fhe  had  on  at  the  time.  The 
czar,  fatisfied  of  their  fincerity,  or~ 
dered  great  fearch  to  be  made  for 
her,  with  the  offer  of  a  confiderable 
reward  to  the  perfon  who  fhould  dif- 
cover  what  was  become  of  her,  but 
to  no  purpofe  :  the  parents  and  re¬ 
lations,  apprehending  file  was  no 
more,  went  into  mourning  for  her. 

44  Above  a  year  after  this  fine  was 
difcovered  by  an  accident.  A  colo¬ 
nel  who  had  come  from  the  army  to 
fee  his  friends,  going  a  hunting  into 
that  wood,  and  following  his  game 
through  the  morafs,  he  came  to  the 
hut,  and  looking  into  it  faw  a  pretty 
young  woman  in  a  mean  drefs.  Af¬ 
ter  enquiring  of  her  who  fhe  was, 
and  how  fhe  came  to  live  in  fo  foli- 
tary  a  place,  he  found  out  at  la  ft 
that  fhe  was  the  lady  whofe  disap¬ 
pearance  had  made  fo  great  a  noife  : 
in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  with 
the  moft  fervent  intreaties,  fhe  pray¬ 
ed  him  on  her  knees  that  he  would 
not  betray  her ;  to  which  he  replied, 
that  he  thought  her  danger  was  now 
paft,  as  the  czar  was  then  otherways 
engaged,  and  that  file  might  with 
fafety  difeover  herfelf,  at  leaft  to 
her  parents,  with  whom  he  would 
ccfnfult  how  matters  fhould  be  ma¬ 
naged.  The  lady  agreed  to  his  pro- 
pofal,  and  he  fit  out  immediately, 
and  overjoyed  wher  parents  with  the 

4  3  *  h*m 
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happy  difcovery:  the  ifTue  of  their 
deliberations  was  to  confult  Madame 
Catherine  (as  fhe  was  then  called) 
in  what  manner  the  affair  fhould  be 
opened  to  the  czar.  The  colonel 
went  alfoWipon  this  buflnefs,  and 
was  advifed  by  Madame  to  come 
next  morning,  and  fhe  would  intro¬ 
duce  him  to  his  majefiy,  when  he 
might  make  the  difeoverv  and  claim 
the  promifed  reward.  He  went  ac¬ 
cording  to  appointment,  and  being 
introduced,  told  the  accident  by 
which  he  had  difeovered  the  lady, 
and  reprefented  the  miferable  litu- 
ation  in  which  he  found  her,  and 
what  flie  mu  ft  have  buffered  by  being 
fo  long  fliut  up  in  fuch  a  difmai  place, 
from  the  delicacy  of  her  fex.  The 
czar  fhewed  a  great  deal  of  concern 
that  he  fhould  have  been  the  caufe  of 
all  her  bufferings,  declaring  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  make  her  amends. 
Here  Madame  Catherine  fuggefted, 
that  fhe  thought  the  bell  amends  his 
liiajelly  could  make,  was  t,o  give  her  a 


handbome  fortune  and  the  colonel 
for  a  hufband,  who  had  the  belt 
right,  having  caught  her  in  puffuit 
of  his  game.  The  czar,  agreeing 
perfectly  with  Madame  Catherine’s 
fentiments,  ordered  one  of  his  fa¬ 
vourites  to  go  with  the  colonel,  and 
bring  the  young  lady  home  ;  where 
flie  arrived,  to  the  inexpreffible  jo y 
of  her  family  and  relations,  who 
had  all  been  in  mourning  for  her. 
The  marriage  was  under  the  direc¬ 
tion,  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
czar,  who  himfelf  gave  the  bride 
to  the  bridegroom  ;  faying,  that  he 
prefented  him  with  one  of  the  moft 
virtuous  of  women  ;  and  accompa¬ 
nied  his  declaration  with  very  valu¬ 
able  prefents,  befides  fettling  on  her 
and  her  heirs,  three  thoufand  ru¬ 
bles  a  year.  This  lady  lived  high¬ 
ly  elleemed  by  the  czar,  and  every 
one  who  knew  her.  Befides  the 
concurring  reports  of  other  peo¬ 
ple,  I  had  the  ftory  from  her  own 
mouth.” 


THE  CZAR’S  DANGER  FROM  ROBBERS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


tu  A  Gentleman  of  the  name  of 
/A  Knipercron,  whofe  father 
had  been  refident  from  Sweden  be¬ 
fore  the  war,  told  me,  how  the  czar 
himfelf  had  been  attacked  in  his 
younger  days  :  his  majefly  frequent¬ 
ed  their  houfe  very  often,  and  al¬ 
ways  flie  wed  a  great  regard  for  their 
family.  One  evening  the  czar  in¬ 
tending  them  a  vifit,  being  only  at¬ 
tended  by  two  fervants,  the  one 
riding  before  and  the  other  {landing 
behind  the  fledge,  up  comes  a  fledge 
with  eight  Rafbonicks  in  it,  and 
.were  juft  going  to  fallen  his  fledge  to 
theirs  with  a  gnqfling-iron,  which 


they  commonly  make  ufe  of  on  thefe 
occaftons :  but  the  czar  being  then 
young,  flour,  and  vigorous,  got  up, 
and  feized  one  of  the  robbers  by  the 
hair  of  his  head,  and -pulled  him 
out  of  their  fledge  ;  and,  keeping 
his  hold,  drove  out  of  their  reach, 
dragging  the  fellow  along  with  him 
till  he  reached  the  refldent’s  houfe, 
which  was  not  far,  and  entered  to 
their  great  furpiize  all  in  a  fweat, 
{fill  holding  the  fellow  by  the  hair. 
Fie  ordered  the  gates  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  {hut,  that  none  of  the  fer¬ 
vants  might  go  out  till  he  had  ex¬ 
amined  the  robber.  When  the  fel¬ 
low 
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low  underftood  that  it  was  the  czar 
they  had  attacked,  he  fhook  and 
trembled,  faying  if  they  had  known 
who  he  was  they  would  not  have 
meddled  with  him,  and  then  begged 
he  might  be  put  to  death,  without 
being  put  to  the  torture.  To  this 
his  majefty  confented,  on  condition 
he  difeovered  the  reft  of  his  gang ; 
but  this  the  fellow  would  not  do, 
without  a  promife  of  his  life  and  a 
reward,  which  was  alfo  granted  him, 
and  he  went  with  a  detachment 
of  foldiers  to  the  rendezvous  of  his 
companions,  and  coming  to  the 
houfe  he  called  to  them  to  open  the 
door.  On  hearing  his  voice  they 
direftly  opened  it,  and  in  rufhed  the 
foldiers,  and  feized  not  only  his  fe- 
ven  accomplices,  but  thirteen  others 
of  the  fame  gang,  who  were  foon 
after  all  executed,  except  the  in¬ 
former. 

44  At  another  time  the  czar  was 
attacked  on  his  way  from  Mofcow 
to  Novogorod,  when  he  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  four  fervants  only.  Going 
from  Twer,  he  was  flopped  by  a 
ftrong  party  of  Rafbonicks,  on 
which  he  immediately  jumped  out 
of  his  fledge,  with  a  fvvord  drawn 


in  one  hand,  and  a  cocked  piftol  in 
the  other,  and  told  them  he  was  the 
czar,  aiking  them  what  they  want¬ 
ed  ?  They  replied  they  were  poor 
fellows  reduced  to  great  want,  and 
as  he  was  their  lord  and  ffiafter,  he 
was  the  propereft  perfon  to  relieve 
them  :  he  told  them  he  had  no 
money  about  him  ;  to  which  they 
anfvvered,  if  he  had,  they  w  ould  take 
none  from  him,  but  deiired  that  he 
would  give  them  a  written  order  to 
the  governor  of  Novogorod  for  what 
f U m  he  pleafed  to  beflow  upon  them, 
begging  that  it  might  be  fuch  as 
would  relieve  them  from  their  ftraits. 
The  czar  then  afked  them,  if  one 
thoufand  rubles  would  be  fufficient  5 
and  on  their  faying  it  would,  he 
wrote  an  order  for  that  fum  payable 
at  fight,  and  for  which  they  dire£fly 
difpatched  one  of  their  number,  who 
very  foon  returned  with  the  money  : 
they  then  obliged  the  czar  to  return 
to  Twer,  and  to  pledge  his  royal 
word  not  to  profecute,  or  even  en¬ 
quire  after  them,  promifingto  amend 
their  lives  and  become  good  fubjeifts 
for  the  future.  Inftead  of  proceed¬ 
ing  to  Novogorod,  the  czar  returned 
back  to  Mofcow.’* 


STORY  of  Lieutenant-General  BOHN. 
[From  the  fame 


“TYTHILE  we  were  at  Co- 
Vy  penhagen,  a  circumftance 
happened  to  a  lieutenant-general  of 
our  fervice,  whofe  name  was  Bohn, 
which  I  cannot  omit  mentioning.  He 
was  horn  on  the  ifland  of  Bornholm, 
where  his  father  had  been  a  minif- 
ter  ;  his  mother  was  left  a  very  poor 
widow,  and  now  hearing  that  her 
foil  was  at  Copenhagen,  a  general 
in  the  Ruffian  lervice,  fhe  came  to 


fee  him,  and  calling  at  his  lodgings, 
was  told  by  his  fervants  that  he  was 
not  at  home  :  fhe  deiired  the  fervants 
to  tell  their  mafter  that  fhe  was 
mother,  and  was  come  from  Born¬ 
holm  on  purpole  to  fee  him,  and 
would  call  again  next  morning. 
Upon  this  information,  the  general 
flew  into  a  great  paffion,  faying,  his 
mother  had  been  dead  many  years 
ago,  and  that  this  mail  be  fane 
A  4  needy 
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needy  perfon  or  other,  or  perhaps, 
out  of  her  mind ;  and  ordered  his 
aid-de-camp,  if  fhe  called  again,  to 
give  her  ten  ducats,  and  fend  her 
away,  that  he  might  not  be  farther 
troubled  with  her.  The  mother 
calling  next  morning,  the  aid-de- 
camp  did  as  he  was  directed,  and 
offered  her  the  ten  ducats  as  his 
mailer’s  chanty  ;  fhe  threw  them 
with  difdain  upon  the  ground,  and 
faid,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  fhe  did 
not  come  to  beg  charity,  but  to  fee 
her  fon ;  and  fince  he  could  both 
deny  and  defpife  his  mother,  fhe 
would  return  from  whence  fhe  came, 
and  trouble  him  no  more.  This 


made  fo  great  a  noife  all  over  the 
town,  that  it  came  to  the  czarina’s 
ears  ;  file  fent  for  the  woman,  who 
foon  fatisfiedthe  emprefs  that  Die  was 
the  general’s  mother ;  he  was  fent 
for,  and  received  a  reprimand  for  his 
unnatural  behaviour,  and  was  order¬ 
ed  to  fettle  two  hundred  rubles  a  year 
on  his  mother  for  her  life,  which 
was  complied  with  ;  and  he  was,  in 
the  mean  time,  twitted  with  general 
Baur’s  generous  behaviour  to  his 
poor  relations,  who  was  not  afhamed 
of  them,  though  of  a  lower  degree 
than  his.  This  reprimand  put  the  ge¬ 
neral  into  great  confufion,  and  he  was 
afterwards  very  much  difregarded.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  DEATH  and  CHARACTER  of  Prince  ALEXIS, 

CZAROWITZ  of  RUSSIA. 

[Froth  the  fame  Work.] 


X7^0M  the  numerous  execu- 
j|y  tions  and  punifhments  after 
the  inquifition  at  Mofcow,  every 
body  believed  that  bufinefs  at  an 
end ;  but  from  the  frefh  difeoveries 
made  every  day,  it  appeared,  the 
prince  had  not  been  genuine  in  his 
confeilion  of  all  his  confederates  in 
the  confpiracy  ;  and  the  accomplices 
appearing  fo  numerous,  and  the  plot 
fo  deep  laid,  the  czar  foiind  it  abso¬ 
lutely  neceflary  to  bring  the  prince  to 
a  formal  trial.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fummoned  all  the  nobility  and  cler¬ 
gy,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  the  governors  of  provinces, 
and  many  others  of  different  ranks 
and  degrees,  to  attend  at  the  fenate- 
houfeat  Peterfburg,  to  examine  and 
try  the  faid  prince.  The  trial  was 
begun  the  25th  of  June  (the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  have  been  fo  fully 
related  by  others,  that  I  thought  a 
repetition  of  it  needlefs),  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  6th  of  July,  when  this 


fupreme  court,  with  unanimous  com 
fent,  palled  fen tencC  of  death  upon 
the  prince,  but  left  the  manner  of 
it  to  his  majefty’s  determination : 
the  prince  was  brought  before  the 
court,  his  fentence  was  read  to  him, 
and  he  was  re-conveyed  to  his  pri- 
fon  in  the  fort  re  Is  ^ 

44  On  the  next  day,  his  majefty, 
attended  by  all  the  ienators  and  hi- 
ffiops,  with  feveral  others  of  high 
rank,  went  to  the  fort,  and  entered 
the  apartments  where  the  czarowitz 
was  kept  prifoner.  Some  little  time 
thereafter  marfnal  Weyde  came  out, 
and  ordered  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Bear’s 
the  druggiff,  whofe  iliop  was  hard 
by,  and  tell  him  to  make  the  potion 
ffrong  which  he  had  beipoke,  as  the 
prince  was  then  very  ill  :  when  I 
delivered  this  meffage  to  Mr.  Bear, 
he  turned  quite  pale,  and  fell  a  (hik¬ 
ing  and  treiUbling,  and  appeared  in 
the  utinoit  confulion,  which  fur- 
prifed  me  fo  much,  that  1  afked  him 

what 
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what  was  the  matter  with  him*  but 
be  was  unable  to  return  me  any  an- 
fwer.  In  the  mean  time  the  marfhai 
himfelf  came  in,  much  in  the  fame 
condition  with  the  druggift,  faying, 
he  ought  to  have  been  more  expe¬ 
ditious,  as  the  prince  was  very  ill  of 
an  apopiedlic  fit ;  upon  this  the 
druggift  delivered  him  a  diver  cup 
with  a  cover,  which  the  marfhai 
himfelf  carried  into  the  prince's  a- 
partments,  daggering  all  the  way  as 
he  went,  like  one  drunk.  About 
half  an  hour  after,  the  czar  with  all 
his  attendants  withdrew  with  very 
difmal  countenances,  and  when  they 
Went,  the  marfhai  ordered  me  to  at¬ 
tend  at  the  prince’s  apartment,  and 
in  cafe  of  any  alteration,  to  inform 
him  immediately  thereof :  there 
were  at  that  time  two  phyficians  and 
two  furgeons  in  waiting,  with  whom, 
and  the  officer  on  guard,  I  dined  on 
what  had  been  drefied  for  the  prince’s 
dinner.  The  phyficians  were  called 
in  immmediately  after  to  attend  the 
prince,  who  was  firuggling  out  of 
one  convulfion  into  another,  and, 
after  great  agonies,  expired  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  went 
directly  to  inform  the  marfhai,  and 
he  went  that  moment  to  acquaint  his 
majefty,  who  ordered  the  corpfe  to 
be  irnbowelled ;  after  which  it  was 
laid  in  a  coffin,  covered  with  black 
velvet,  and  a  pall  of  rich  gold  tif- 
fue  fpread  over  it.  It  was  then  car¬ 
ried  out  of  the  fort,  to  the  church 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  where  the 
corpfe  lay  in  date  till  the  1 1  th  in  the 
evening,  when  it  was  carried  back 
to  the  fort,  and  depofited  in  the 
royal  burying-vault,  next  the  coffin 
of  the  priucefs  his  late  confort ;  on 
which  occafion,  the  czar  and  czari¬ 
na,  and  chief  of  the  nobility,  fol¬ 
lowed  in  proceffion.  Various  were 
the  reports  that  were  fpread  con¬ 
cerning  his  death  :  it  was  given 
out  publicly,  that  on  hearing  his 


fentcnce  of  death  pronounced,  the 
dread  thereof  threw  him  into  an 
apoplectic  fit,  of  which  he  died. 
Very  few  believed  he  died  a  natu¬ 
ral  death,  but  it  was  dangerous  for 
people  t®  (peak  as  they  thought. 
The  mini ders  of  the  emperor,  and 
the  dates  of  Holland,  were  forbid 
the  court  for  fpeaking  their  minds 
too  freely  on  this  occafion,  and  upon 
complaint  againd  them  were  both 
recalled. 

44  Thus  died  prince  Alexis,  un¬ 
doubted  heir  to  that  great  mo¬ 
narchy  ^  little  regretted  by  people 
of  rank,  as  he  always  fhunned  their 
acquaintance  and  company.  It  was 
faid,  the  czar  had  taken  uncommon 
pains  with  the  education  of  this 
prince,  but  all  in  vain :  indolent 
and  dovenly  by  nature,  be  kept  the 
lowed  of  company,  with  whom  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  all  manner  of 
vice  and  debauchery.  His  father, 
to  put  a  ftop  to  this,  fent  him  abroad 
to  fee  foreign  courts,  thinking  there¬ 
by  to  reclaim  him,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  on  which  he  ordered  him  to 
attend  him  in  all  his  expeditions, 
thereby  to  have  a  watchful  eye  over 
him  himfelf ;  but  the  prince  evaded 
this,  by  continually  pretending  to 
be  fick,  which  might  probably  be 
the  cafe,  as  he  was  mod  part  of  his 
time  drunk.  The  czar,  at  lad, 
thought  to  reclaim  him  by  marry¬ 
ing  him  to  dome  foreign  princefs  : 
what  effecri  that  had,  has  been  alrea¬ 
dy  mentioned.  After  the  death  of 
his  amiable  princefs,  his  majedy  or¬ 
dered  him  to  attend  him  in  his  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Germany  ;  and  being  on 
his  journey,  under  pretence  of  go¬ 
ing  to  join  him  in  Mecklenburg,  he' 
fled  privately,  and  fought  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
emperor*  of  Germany,  whom  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  engage  in  a  war  again  ft 
his  father. 

14  It  was  made  appear  on  his  trial, 

that 
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that  he  threatened,  whenever  he  came 
to  the  throne,  to  overturn  all  his  fa¬ 
ther  had  done,  declaring,  that  he 
then  would  be  revenged  on  prince 
Menzikof,  and  of  his  fifter-in-law, 
by  impaling  them  alive,  as  alfo  the 
great  chancellor  count  Golofkin, 
and  his  fon,  for  perfuading  him  to 
marry  the  princefs  of  Wolfenbuttel ; 
that  he  would  fend  all  his  father’s 
favourites  into  banifhment,  and  ex¬ 
pel  all  foreigners  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  that  he  would  releafe  his  mo¬ 
ther  out  of  confinement,  and  put 
dame  Catherine,  and  her  children, 
in  her  place ;  after  this,  he  would 
form  his  court  of  people  who  had 
the  ancient  manners  and  cuftoms  of 


Rufiia  moll  at  heart,  for  he  hated 
all  innovations.  Nothing  could 
have  touched  the  czar  more  fen- 
fibly  than  threatening  to  overthrow 
all  he  had  been  doing  for  fo  many 
years  for  the  welfare  and  glory  of 
his  country,  with  fo  much  danger, 
toil,  and  labour,  without  ever  fpar- 
ing  his  own  perfon;  which  made 
him  fay,  with  great  emotion,  that 
he  would  rather  give  his  dominions 
to  a  worthy  ftranger,  than  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fo  worthlefs  a  fon  :  at  the 
time  of  this  expreifion,  he  had  no 
other  fon  but  the  czarowitz,  which 
fhewed  plainly,  he  had  the  good  of 
his  country  more  at  heart  than  the 
fuccefiion  in  his  own  family.” 


General  MATUSKIN’s  MARRIAGE  to  the  WIDOW  in  TEARS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


St  fi*NERAL  Matufkin,  after 
the  taking  of  Baku,  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
major  of  the  firft  regiment  of  guards, 
and  in  great  efieem  with  his  majefty. 
He  was  an  old  bachelor  when  he 
married  a  beautiful  buxom  young 
widow,  whole  firfl  hulband,  major 
general  Glebof  of  the  dragoons, 
had  been  concerned  in  the  late 
troubles  with  the  czarowitz,  for 
which  he  was  condemned,  but  died 
in  prifon,  and  bis  eftatc  being  con- 
fifcated,  the  widow  was  reduced  to 
very  low  circumftances.  General 
Matufkin,  who  was  appointed 
judge  on  that  trial,  was  folicited  by 
the  mournful  widow,  who  implored 
him  on  her  knees,  bathed  in  rears, 
to  commiferate  her  unmerited  buf¬ 
ferings,  being  now  reduced  to  the 
Utmott  mifery  and  want.  In  this 
fltpplicatiilg  poflure,  fhe  fo  capti¬ 


vated  the  old  bachelor,  that  he  di¬ 
rectly  made  her  an  offer  of  himfelf, 
and  all  he  had  for  her  relief,  which 
the  widow  joyfully  accepted,  on 
which  the  general  applied  to  the 
emprefs  to  procure  his  majefty’s  con- 
fent.  When  the  affair  was  men¬ 
tioned  to  the  emperor,  he  was  much 
difpleafed  at  the  general’s  feeking  to 
match  himfelf  with  the  widow  of  a 
rebel,  offering  him  at  the  fame  time 
any  other  lady  he  fliould  pitch  up¬ 
on  ;  but  the  general  told  him  that 
it  was  impolfible  for  him  to  love  any 
other  woman,  and  humbly  befeech- 
ed  his  majefiy  to  grant  his  requeft, 
otherwife  he  would  lofe  one  of  his 
mofl  faithful  fervants :  being  fe- 
conded  by  the  emprefs  in  his  appli¬ 
cation,  his  majefiy  became  at  la  ft 
curious  to  lee  this  widow,  who  had 
made  fuch  an  impreftion  on  the  heart 
of  the  old  fpark ;  and  when  fhe 
was  introduced  to  the  emperor,  he 

de» 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ELDER  COELLO. 


[”] 

declared  he  was  not  at  all  furprifed  prefence,  attended  by  the  /whole 
at  the  conqueft  (he  had  made,  and  court.  The  lady  ever  afterwards 
not  only  gave  his  confent,  but  ho-  went  by  the  name  of  the  Widow  in 
sioured  their  marriage  with  his  Tears.’* 


ANECDOTE  concerning  the  Death  of  CHARLES  the  Xllth.  of 

Sweden. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


4*  A  S  I  was  dining  at  an  ordi- 
nary  one  day,  with  feveral 
of  my  acquaintances,  there  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  at  the  table  a  Swedifh  co¬ 
lonel  and  a  lieutenant-colonel,  who 
was  born  dumb,  and  had  been  a 
great  favourite  with  the  late  king  of 
Sweden.  While  we  were  at  dinner, 
the  governor’s  aid-de-camp  came 
in,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
Swedifh  colonel,  ordered  him  in  the 
emperor’s  name,  to  leave  Riga  imme¬ 
diately,  otherwife  he  would  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  againft  as  a  traitor.  The 
Swede  immediately  getting  up  from, 
the  table,  quitted  the  room,  pale 
and  trembling.  On  our  enquiring 
into  the  reafon  of  this  hidden  order 
to  the  colonel,  we  were  informed 
that  he  was  fufpedted  of  having  fhot 
the  late  king  of  Sweden,  in  the 
trenches  before  Frederickfhah  It 
feems  that  fome  of  the  company 
had,  by  figns,  made  the  dumb  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  underhand  the  affair, 


on  which  he  ran  after  him  with  his 
fword  drawn,  and,  but  for  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  aid-de-camp  and 
fome  others  with  him,  he  would 
certainly  have  killed  the  colonel, 
who  was  fafely  conduced  over  the 
river  Dwina,  which  divides  Livonia 
from  Courland,  and  was  followed 
by  his  fervants  and  baggage.  It 
was  obferved  that  while  he  refided 
in  Riga,  large  remittances  had  come 
to  him  from  Stockholm,  which 
made  it  generally  fufpedted  that  h« 
had  been  highly  bribed  to  commit 
the  regicide.  The  colonel  made, 
hafie  to  get  into  Poland,  intending 
to  pafs  through  that  kingdom  into 
Turkey,  where  he  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted,  having  attended  the  king 
of  Sweden  all  the  time  that  prince 
refided  in  Bender;  but  as  he  was  no 
more  heard  of,  it  was  generally 
thought  he  had  been  murdered  in 
Poland.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  Elder  COELLO. 

[From  Mr.  Cumberland’s  Anecdotes  of  Eminent  Painters  in  Spain;  dur¬ 
ing  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries.] 


U  A  MONG  the  principal  ar- 
£%  tiffs,  employed  by  Philip  in 
the  paintings  of  the  Efcorial,  the 
Elder  Coello  was  one  in  the  chief 
favour  and  efleem  of  that  fovereign, 


who  in  his  letters  ftyleshim  Titiano 
Portugues  (for  he  was  of  that  na¬ 
tion),  and  addreffes  him  by  the  af- 
fe&ionate  appellation  of  my  beloved 
fon  Alonfo  Sanchez  Coello.  He 

fludied 
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ftudied  at  Rome  in  the  fchool  of 
Rafael  de  Urbino,  and  completed 
himfelf  in  his  art  under  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  Antonio  Moro  in  Spain : 
he  palled  from  Spain  into  Portugal, 
and  was  in  the  fervice  of  Don  Juan, 
and  afterwards  of  his  widow  Donna 
Juana,  lifter  of  Philip  the  Second. 
Upon  the  retirement  of  Antonio  Mo¬ 
ro,  the  king  of  Spain  folicited  hifc 
Eller  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  that 
great  artill  by  fending  him  Coello : 
upon  his  arrival  at  the  court,  Philip 
lodged  him  in  an  apartment  near  at 
hand,  with  which  he  had  a  private 
communication,  for  the  purpofe  of 
vifiting  him  whilft  he  was  at  work. 
On  thefe  occalions  he  treated  Coello 
with  great  familiarity  and  condef- 
cenlion  ;  he  was  in  fuch  favour  with 
all  the  royal  family,  that  his  apart¬ 
ment  became  at  times  their  general 
rendezvous  ;  and  in  thefe  vilits  Co¬ 
ello  made  feveral  portraits  of  Philip 
on  foot  and  horfeback,  and  of  all  the 
royal  or  diftinguifhed  perfonages, 
that  compofed  the  court :  in  lhort 
he  became  confidered  as  a  man  in 
fuch  high  degree  of  favour,  that  his 
prote&ion  was  lookt  up  to  by  the 
courtiers  and  grandees,  and  his  houfe 
and  table  frequented  by  the  firft  per- 
fons  in  the  nation,  not  excepting 
cardinal  Grambela,  Don  Gal  par  de 
Ziueroga,  ^rchbiffiop  of  Toledo,  and 
Don  Rodrigo  de  Caftro,  archbilhop 
of  Seville,  Coello  was  no  lefs  in 
favour  with  pope  Gregory  the 
XHIth  and  Sixtus  Quintus,  with 
the  dukes  of  Florence  and  Savoy, 
cardinal  Farnefe,  and  many  other  il- 
luffrious  characters  of  that  time. 
After  endowing  a  charitable  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  reception  of  poor  or¬ 
phans  at  Valladolid,  Coello  died  in 
the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  in 
1990;  an  sera  fatal  to  the  arts  in 
Spain. 

44  If  Coello  cannot  properly  be 
confidered  as  a  native  of  Spain,  he 


mu  ft  be  acknowledged  to  rank  high 
amongft  the  chief  artifts,  who  have 
flouriQied  in  that  kingdom.  His 
paintings  in  the  Efcorial,  which  are 
chiefly  of  faints  affixed  to  the  ref- 
peCtive  altars,  do  great  honour  to  his 
memory  :  the  portrait,  that  he  made 
of  the  great  patriarch  San  Ignacio, 
drawn  from  an  impreffion  of  his 
face,  taken  in  wax  after  his  death, 
is  much  celebrated ;  and  his  origi¬ 
nal  figures  of  Sifiphus  and  Titius, 
as  well  as  his  copies  from  Titiano  of 
Tantalus  and  Ixion,  now  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Madrid,  are  noble  fpeci- 
mens.  His  portraits  of  many  royal 
and  noble  perfons,  which  are  fpoken 
of  as  excellent,  perifhed  with  many 
other  of  his  capital  works  in  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fire  of  the  Pardo  :  of  all 
which  furvive,  the  principal  in  point 
of  compofition  is  preferved  in  the 
church  of  San  Geronimo  in  Madrid, 
reprefenting  the  martyrdom  of  San 
Sebaflian  :  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
faint  hands  the  figure  of  Chrift,  on 
the  left  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  lower 
in  the  front  San  Bernardo  and  San 
Francifco  ;  above,  a  glory  and  a  fi¬ 
gure  reprefenting  El  Padre  Eterno  : 
the  whole  is  executed  with  great 
majefty  of  defign,  a  bold  relief,  and 
a  flrong  and  matter  ly  expreffioii :  he 
colours  in  the  ftyle  of  Titiano,  and 
feems  to  draw  with  great  facility 
and  freedom.  He  died  univerlally 
regretted  by  the  artifts,  lamented  by 
Philip,  who  regarded  him  highly, 
and  celebrated  by  the  famous  Lopez 
de  Vega,  who  wrote  his  epitaph. 

44  Philip,  in  the  decline  of  for¬ 
tune  and  life,  by  the  death  of  Co¬ 
ello  loft  his  beft,  and  perhaps  only 
refource  a  gain  ft  the  vexations  of 
ftate  and  the  intrufions  of  temorfe. 
Haughty  by  nature,  and  harffi 
through  difappointm'ent,  there  were 
ftill  fome  moments,  when  his  pride 
fought  the  relief  of  familiarity,  and 
when  his  temper  for  a  while  relaxed 

into 


ACCOUNT  OF  ANTONIO  MORO.  [13J 


into  complacency :  in  thofe  mo¬ 
ments  he  would  mount  the  ladder, 
(the  only  one  he  ever  climbed  with¬ 
out  ambition  or  difgrace)  that  pri¬ 
vately  communicated  with  the  paint¬ 
ing-room  of  Coelk).  Philip  had 
deferved  well  of  the  arts,  and  in 
company  with  them  he  found  hirn- 
felf  for  once  amongft  his  friends : 
Coello  had  difcretion,  good  man¬ 
ners,  and  much  acquaintance  with 
the  world,  if  the  king  encouraged 
converfation,  Coello  knew  every 
body  and  every  thing,  and  out  of 
thofe  could  chufe  his  topics  fuitably, 
and  treat  them  agreeably  ;  if  the 
king  was  difpofed  to  filence  during 
bis  vifit,  as  was  frequently  the  cafe, 
Coello  purfued  his  work  with  fixt 
attention,  he  prefied  his  canvafs  into 
life  with  all  the  energy  and  fpirit  of 
his  genius :  the  king  fate  by,  con¬ 
templating  the  new  creation,  which 
the  hand  of  art  was  forming  in  his 
light,  and  for  a  while  perhaps  for¬ 
got  the  breaches  he  had  caufed  in 
that  of  nature’s  producing  :  by  the 
eafei  of  Coello,  if  he  was  not  de¬ 
fended  from  the  cares,  he  was  at 
leuft  fecure  from  the  intrulions  of 


royalty.  Whoever  has  been  ac- 
cujfomed  to  look  on  during  the  ope* 
rations  of  induftry  or  art,  muft  have 
experienced  a  repofe  of  thought,  an 
interval  from  worldly  inquietude, 
that  heals  infenfibly  arid  gradually 
upon  the  mind,  as  fleep  does  on  the 
body.  If  fuch  are  our  fenfations, 
whilft  contemplating  the  labourer  at 
his  talk,  or  the  mechanic  at  his 
trade,  how  much  do  we  improve  the 
avocation,  when  the  eye  is  called  off 
from  every  other  obje&  and  fixed 
upon  one  of  the  moil:  pleafing  and 
furprifing  in  the  whole  circle  of 
human  arts  and  inventions  !  We  may 
naturally  believe  that  Philip  felt  the 
benefits  of  this  refource.  In  his 
council-chamber  the  defection  of 
provinces  galled  his  pride,  and  the 
difperfion  of  armadas  thwarted  his 
ambition;  in  his  clofet  the  injured 
Perez  flung  his  confcience  and  the 
unhappy  Don  Carlos  haunted  his 
imagination  ;  but  in  the  academy  of 
Coello  he  faw  himfelf  in  his  moft 
favourable  light,  and  perhaps  the 
only  one,  which  can  refled  a  luflre 
on  his  memory,” 
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ACCOUNT  of  ANTONIO  MORO, 
[From  the  fame  Work,] 


«  ANTONIO  Moro  (Sir  An- 
XX  tony  More)  the  predeceffor 
and  preceptor  of  the  elder  Coello 
above  mentioned,  was  born  at  Ut¬ 
recht,  where,  in  the  early  years  of 
his  life,  he  lludied  in  the  fchool  of 
Juan  Efcorelio  ;  from  thence  he 
palled  into  Italy,  where  he  ultimate¬ 
ly  formed  himfelf  upon  the  models 
of  the  great  mailers  Michael  An¬ 
gelo  and  Rafael  de  Urbino.  He 
came  into  Spaip  1^52,  Chaijes  V. 


being  then  on  the  throne,  under  the 
protection  of  his  countryman  cardi- 
nal  Grambeli.  He  made  a  portrait 
of  pripce  Philip,  and,  being  recom* 
mended  by  the  cardinal  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  emperor,  he  was  fent  by 
him  into  Portugal  to  take  the  port¬ 
rait  of  the  princefs  Donna  Maria, 
then  contracted  to  Philip :  at  the 
fhme  time  he  painted  John  III.  of 
Portugal,  and  his  queen  Donna  Ca¬ 
talina,  Charles’s  youngest  filler ;  by 
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[Hj  ACCOUNT  OF  ANTONIO  MORO. 


all  which  pprtraits  he  gave  entire  fa- 
tisfaction,  and  was  magnificently 
rewarded,  both  by  Charles  and  the 
royal  perfonages  abovfe  mentioned. 
Having  fucceeded  fo  well  in  this 
com  million,  he  was  next  difpatched 
by  the  emperor  into  England,  to  the 
.court  of  Mary,  to  take  the  portrait 
*)f  that  princefs,  previous  to  her  ef- 
poul'als  with  Philip.  Moro  employ¬ 
ed  all  the  flattering  aids  of  his  art  in 
this  portrait,  and  fo  captivated  the 
courtiers  of  Spain  with  the  charms  of 
Mary’s  perfon,  that  he  was  employed 
by  his  patron,  the  cardinal  and  many 
of  the  grandees  to  make  copies  of  his 
picture,  one  of  which  I  have  feen 
in  poifeffion  of  a  noble  family,  and 
by  which  it  fhould  appear  that  Moro 
was  not  only  a  very  good  painter, 
but  an  excellent  courtier.  Having 
enriched  himfelf  by  his  embafiy  to 
England,  he  returned  into  Spain 
upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
between  that  kingdom  and  France, 
and  was  eagerly  received  into  the 
fervice  of  Philip  II.  then  on  the 
throne.  His  excellence  in  the  paint¬ 
ing  of  portraits  fupplied  him  with 
ample  employ  in  this  court. 
Philip,  who  made  flaves  of  his 
friends,  and  friends  of  his  painters, 
treated  Moro  with  extraordinary  fa¬ 
miliarity.  This  great  artift  had  not 
all  the  courtly  difcretion  of  his  fcho- 
lar  Coello,  and  met  the  king’s  ad¬ 
vances  with  the  fame  eafe  that  they 
were  made;  i'o  that  one  day,  whilft 
he  was  at  work  and  Philip  looking 
on,  Moro  dipt  his  pencil  in  car¬ 
mine,  and  with  it  fmeared  the  hand 
of  the  king,  who  was  refiing  his 


arm.  on  his  flioulder:  the  jell  was 
rafh,  and  the  character  to  which 
it  was  applied,  not  to  be  played  up¬ 
on  with  impunity.  The  hand  of  the 
fovereign  of  Spain  (which  even  the 
fair  fex  kneel  down  to  Talute)  was 
never  fo  treated  fince  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  monarchy.  The  king  fur- 


veyed  it  ferioufiy  a  while,  and  m 
that  perilous  moment  of  fufpence 
the  fate  of  Moro  balanced  on  a 
hair  :  the  courtiers,  who  were  in 
awful  attendance,  revolted  from  the 
fight  with  horror  and  amazement 
(could  Luca  Jordano  have  ieized 
the  groupe  in  that  moment  and  dalli¬ 
ed  it  off  with  his  rapid  facility,  what 
a  fubje&fora  painter!)  caprice,  or 
I  would  rather  fay  pity,  turned  the 
fcale,  and  Philip  palled  the  filly 
aftion  off  with  a  fmile  of  compla¬ 
cency.  The  painter,  droppingon  his 
knees,  eagerly  feized  thofe  of  the 
king,  and  killed  his  feet  in  humble 
atonement  for  the  offence,  and  all  was 
well,  or  leemed  at  leaf!  fo  to  be :  but 
the  perfon  of  the  king  was  toe  facred, 
in  the  confideraticn  of  thofe  times,  and 
the  a<5!  too  daring  to  efcape  the  notice 
of  the  awful  office  of  the  inquifition, 
Thefe  holy  and  enlightened  fathers, 
maturely  weighing  all  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  learnedly  con¬ 
cluded  that  Antonio  Moro,  being  a 
foreigner  and  a  traveller,  had  either 
learnt  the  art  magic,  or  obtained  in 
England  fomefpellbr  charm,  where¬ 
with  he  had  bewitched  the  king  :  nor 
let  the  heretical  reader  treat  this 
ffory  as  a  ffdlion,  or  think  that  the 
fathers,  according  to  the  premifes 
on  which  their  judgments  then  were 
and  iUll  are  formed,  reafoned  much 
amifs  ;  for  a  dilbelief  in  witches  is 
a  fpecies  of  criminal  infidelity  to 
the  prelent  moment  condemnable  at 
that  facred  tribunal,  of  which  I 
could  give  a  late  very  notable  ex¬ 
ample,  if  it  was  proper  to  make 
public  a  gentleman’s  difgrace,  for 
which  he  has  fuffered  punilliment, 
and  of  which  it  is  hoped  he  has 
duly  repented.  If  Antonio  had  con¬ 
tended  that  he  praeffifed  n.o  other 
charms  upon  Philip,  than  thofe  of 
his  art,  which  over  fome  minds  has 
a  kind  of  bewitching  influence,  fu.ch 
a  plea  would  fcarce  have  pafled  with 
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ANECDOTE 


OF  PAR  ESA. 


Ills  judges,  whole  hearts  were  far 
out  of  reach  of  fuch  mechanical 
fafcination ;  and  as  little  would  it 
have  ferved  his  caufe  to  plead  the 
natural  gaiety  and  good-humour  of 
the  monarch ;  fuch  an  argument 
would  have  been  fairly  fet  down 
amongft  thofe  qua?  non  admittuntur  ; 
fo  that  his  condemnation  would 
have  been  inevitable.  For  as  it  is 
hard  to  fuppofe  how  any  man  could 
daub  the  lingers  of  a  king  of  Spain 
with  carmine,  unlefs  by  the  corre- 
fpondence  and  confpiracy  of  the  de¬ 
vil,  or  fome  of  his  agents  in  witch¬ 
craft,  no  doubt  the  tragedy  of  poor 
Torregiano  would  have  been  revived 
on  this  occalion,  had  not  the  fame 
devil,  in  the  fhape  ot  one  ot  Philipps 
minillers,  luckily  fnatcht  Antonio 
from  his  fate,  whilil  the  tortures 
were  preparing  to  force  out  the  im¬ 
pious  fecrets  of  his  black  and  dia¬ 
bolic  art.  This  fame  minider  of 
Philip-  or  I  Ihould  rather  fay  of 
the  devil,  fpirited  away  his  brother 


[n] 

imp  of  darknefs  to  BrufTels  without 
lofs  of  time,  upon  the  feigned  pre¬ 
tence  (which  on  fuch  occafions  is 
readily  enough  fupplied  to  the 
wicked)  of  an  immediate  and  prelR 
ing  avocation.  It  was  in  vain  that 
Philip  moved  him  to  revoke  his  re- 
folution,  in  vain  that  he  folicited 
him  by  letters  under  his  own  hand, 
exprelled  in  terms  the  mod  kind  and 
condefcending,  and  declarations  even 
of  affe&ion  to  his  perfon,  as  well  as 
of  efteern  for  his  talents.  The  terrors 
of  a  tribunal,  from  which  even  the 
royal  hand,  that  he  had  fo  familiarly 
treated,  could  not  fnatch  him, 
weighed  down  nil  the  carelTes,  all 
the  felicitations  of  the  king,  and  he 
departed,  loaded  with  the  rewards 
of  Philip’s  munificence,  and  pene¬ 
trated  with  the  proofs  of  his  com¬ 
placency  and  indulgence.  He  left 
many  portraits  and  fome  hidorical 
pieces  in  the  royal  colledion,  but 
moll  of  them  perilhed  at  the  Prado.** 


ANECDOTE  of  PAR  ESA,  a  Slave  belonging  to  Velazquez  de  Silva* 

an  eminent  SpaniHi  Painter. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


u  genius  of  Velazquez 

X  was  of  that  quality,  that 
to  be  within  the  fphere  of  its  activity 
was  in  fome  degree  to  partake  ol  its 
enthufiafm,  at  lead  where  its  at¬ 
traction  met  with  any  particles  that 
were  of  correfpondent  quality.  A 
Have,  by  name  Juan  de  Parefa,  a 
Mulatto,  was  employed  in  mixing 
his  colours  and  feeding  his  pallet  : 
from  pointing  the  arrows  of  Apollo 
he  became  ambitious  of  trying  his 
lirength  at  the  bow.  The  difquali- 
fication  of  his  condition  neverthelefs 
was  fuch,  that  to  touch  the  mod  li¬ 
beral  of  arts  with  the  hand  of  a  Have 


was  danger  in  the  extreme  :  the 
cads  in  India  do  not  dand  off  at 
greater  didance  from  each  other, 
than  degrees  of  men  do  in  Spain  ; 
and  Velazquez  was  of  all  maders  the 
lead  likely  to  brook  a  violation  fo 
prefumptuous  as  that  which  Parefa 
meditated.  Hung  round  with  chains 
of  gold  and  courtly  orders,  of 
haughty  pretendons  in  point  of  fa¬ 
mily,  and  high  in  favour  and  fami¬ 
liarity  with  his  fovereign,  Velazquez 
would  have  treated  the  infolence  of 
his  Have,  as  Jupiter  did  that  of  Sal- 
moneus,  by  extinguifhing  his  ex- 
idence.  Notwithdanding,  the  temp¬ 
tation 


[i6]  CHARACTER  OF 
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ration  was  for  everprefent,  and  the 
impulfes  of  genius  in  the  end  be¬ 
came  irrefibible  :  in  the  bolen  mo* 
nients  of  his  mailer’s  fieba,  or  when 
court  avocations  called  him  from 
home*  Parefa  feized  the  clandefcine 
opportunities,  and  by  the  force  of  ta¬ 
lents  became  in  time  an  accompli  died 
artift.  Ambition  now  infpired  him 
w>th  higher  projects,  and  as  the  li¬ 
berality  of  Philip  held  out  a  general 
afylum  to  merit,  he  determined 
upon  a  method  of  introducing  his 
erformances  to  the  eye  of  the  king : 
e  obferved  it  was  his  practice  in 
Velazquez’s  chamber  to  order  the 
pictures,  that  Hood  with  their  faces 
to  the  wall,  to  be  turned  that  he 
might  fee  them.  This  fuggeded  to 
him  the  thought  of  fubliituting  one 
of  his  own  produ&ions,  and  taking 
his  chance  for  what  fhould  follow. 
The  expedient  happily  took  place, 
and  the  king  coming  into  the  aca¬ 
demy,  ordered  the  canvafs  to  be 
turned  :  Parefa  eagerly  obeyed  and 


LORD  DARNLEY. 

prefented  to  the  royal  view  a  piece 
compofed  by  the  audacious  pencil  of 
a  Have  and  a  Mulatto,  but  l'uch  an 
one  in  point  of  excellence  as  would 
have  done  honour  to  a  freer  and  a 
fairer  artiil.  it  was  not  eafy  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  better  judgment  than  the 
king’s,  or  enter  upon  his  trial  at  a 
more  merciful  tribunal :  Parefa  fell 
upon  his  knees,  and  avowing  the 
guilt  of  the  performance,  implored 
protection  againb  the  refentment  of 
his  mailer  for  having  fecretly  pur¬ 
loined  his  art.  Velazquez,  fays  the 
king,  you  mud  not  only  overlook 
this  tranfgreflion  in  Parefa,  but  ob- 
ferve  that  fuch  talents  fhould  eman¬ 
cipate  the  polfelTor.  The  generous 
decree  was  obeyed  by  Velazquez, 
and  Parefa  had  his  freedom.  The 
grate! ul  freed  man  continued  his  vo¬ 
luntary  fervice  till  the  death  of  V e- 
lazquez,  and  after  his  death  to  his 
daughter,  who  married  Don  Juap. 
Bauptiba  del  Mazo.” 
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CHARACTER  of  HENRY  STUART,  LORD  DARN  LEY. 
[From  Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart’s  Hiilqry  of  Scotland.] 


f*  r  J^HUS  perUhed,inthetwenty- 
firll  year  of  his  age,  Henry 
Stuart,  lord  Darnley,  a  prince  of  a 
high  lineage.  A  fate  fo  fudden,  and 
fo  immature  excited  a  fympathy  and 
forrow  which  mud  have  been  loft  in 
the  confcioutiiefsof  his  im  perfections, 
if  he  had  fallen  by  the  ravages  of  dif- 
fcafe,  or  the  broke  of  time.  The  fym- 
metry  of  his  form  recommended  him 
to  the  mod  beautiful  princefs  ofChrif- 
tendom  ;  and  her  generality  and  love 
placed  him  upon  the  throne  of  an 
ancient  kingdom.  But  he  neither 
knew  how  to  enjoy  his  profperity, 
nor  to  enfurc  it.  His  vices  did  not 


permit  him  to  maintain  the  place  he 
had  won  in  her  affection  ;  and  he 
was  not  intitled  by  his  ability  to  hold 
the  reins  of  government.  He  was 
feen  to  the  greateb  advantage  ill 
thole  games  and  fports  which  re¬ 
quire  activity  and  addrefs.  He  rode 
with  {kill  the  war  horfe,  and  was 
dexterous  in  hawking  and  the  chafe ; 
but  pofleffing  nodifcernmentof  men, 
and  no  profoundnefs  of  policy,  he 
was  altogether  unequal  to  direCt  an 
agitated  monarchy,  and  to  fupport 
the  glory  of  his  queen.  Indead  of 
a  Cling  to  her  protection  and  advan¬ 
tage,  he  encouraged  her  misfortunes 
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ANECDOTES  OF  THE  EARL  OF  MURRAY.  [17] 


and  calamities.  His  irnhecillity  laid 
him  open  to  her  enemies  and  his 
own.  The  exceffive  facility  of  his 
nature  made  him  the  dupe  of  the 
fhalloweft  artifice ;  aiid  while  he 
was  weakly  credulous,  he  could  not 
keep  in  concealment  thofe  fecrets 
which  moil  nearly  concerned  him. 
Driven  into  difficult  fituations  by 
paffion  and  imprudence,  he  was  un¬ 
able  to  extricate  himfelf.  Under  the 
guidance  of  no  regular  principles, 
he  was  inconRant  and  capricious. 
His  natural  levity  was  prompted  by 
his  pronenefs  to  intemperance  ;  and 
he  was  as  much  a  Granger  to  deco¬ 
rum  as  to  virtue.  While  he  was  not 
qualified  for  the  cares  of  royalty,  he 
was  even  unfit  for  the  trappings  of 
Rate,  and  thofe  guarded  and  faftb 
dious  ceremonials  which  are  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  impofe  on  the  quicknefs  of 
human  reafon,  and  to  cover  the  in¬ 
firmity  and  the  nakednefs  of  high 
Ration.  His  prepofferons  vanity  and 
afpiring  pride  roufed  the  refen t me nt 
and  the  fcorn  of  the  nobles.  His 
follies  and  want  of  dignity  made  him 
little  with  the  people.  To  the  queen, 
his  infidelity  and  frequent  amours 
\vere  mail  infulting  and  ungrateful. 


The  admiration  of  the  fex  which  iii 
cultivated  and  fuperior  men  is  an  ele¬ 
gant  paffion  and  an  amiable  weak- 
nefs,  was  in  him  a  grofs  attachment 
and  an  unfemimental  propenfity 
growing  out  of  the  flrength  of  his 
conftitution,  and  the  cravings  of  an 
animal  appetjte.  But  while  our 
graver  hiftorians  are  affiduous  to 
reproach  him  with  wantonnefs  in  the 
chamber  of  Venus,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  ulurder  o£ 
Rizzio,  and  his  attempt  to  difpofiefs 
the  queen  of  her  government,  are  far 
more  indelible  Rains  upon  his  me¬ 
mory,  and  imply  a  profligacy  and 
guilt  which  could  only  be  exceeded 
by  the  enormity  of  that  wickednefs 
which  fchemed  and  executed  his  de¬ 
ft  ru  Rio  n.  It  is  with  pain  that  hif- 
tory  relates  Rich  cruel  events  ;  but 
while  fhe  melts  with  human  woe,  it 
is  her  province  to  be  rigoroufly  juft* 
Her  weeping  eye  is  the  indication  of 
an  inftruRive  forrow  ;  and  while  her 
bu  riling  heart  mourns  over  the 
crimes,  the  calamities,  and  the 
wretchednefs  of  ages  that  are  paR, 
fhe  records  them  with  fidelity  as  a 
leffon  to  fucceeding  times;’* 
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OF  SCOTLAND. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*s  TAMES  Hamilton,  of  Both- 
Jf  welhaugh,  who  had  been 
taken  a  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Eangfide,  obtained  his  liberty  and 
life,  but  his  eflates  were  forfeited. 
His  wife,  the  heirefs  of  Wood- 
houfslie,  retired  upon  this  emergency 
to  her  paternal  inheritance,  in  the 
hope  that  it  might  efcape  the  ra¬ 
pacity  of  the  regent.  He  had',  how- 
1782. 


ever,  given  it  away  ih  d  gift  to  one 
of  his  favourites,  Sir  James  Ballen- 
deh  ;  and  the  infir  uments  of  his 
power  having  the  inhumanity  to  ft  rip 
her  of  her, garments,  and  to  turii  her 
naked  out  of  her  houfe,  in  a  cold 
and  dark  night,  fhe  became  diftradltd 
before  the  morning.  Hamilton, 
vowed  revenge ;  and  the  regent 
made  a  mockery  of  his  threats.  This 
:B  con* 
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contempt  infpirited  his  paffions ;  and 
the  humiliation  of  the  houfe  of  Ha¬ 
milton,  to  which  he  was  nearly  al¬ 
lied,  foftered  the  eagernefs  of  his 
difcontents.  The  madnefs  of  party 
fermented  in  him  with  the  atro- 
cioufnels  of  rage.  His  mind  recon¬ 
ciled  itfelf  to  affaffination.  After 
watching,  for  fome  time,  a  proper 
opportunity  to  commit  this  horrible 
purpofe,  he  found  it  at  Linlithgow. 
The  regent  was  to  pafs  through  this 
town  in  his  way  from  Stirling  to 
Edinburgh.  Intimations  reached 
him,  that  Hamilton  was  now  to  per¬ 
petrate  his  defign  ;  and  he  unac¬ 
countably  negledted  them.  The  al- 
faffin,  in  a  houfe  that  belonged  to 
the  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews, 
waited  deliberately  his  approach, 
and,  firing  his  mufket  from  a  win¬ 
dow,  {hot  him  through  the  body. 
The  wound,  when  examined,  was 
not  judged  to  be  mortal  ;  but  the 
regent  finding  its  pain  to  increafe, 
prepared  himfelf,  for  death  ;  and  in 
a  few  hours  his  foul  took  its  depar¬ 
ture.  A  fleet  borfe  of  the  abbot  of 
Arbrotlfs  carried  the  affairm  to  the 
palace  of  Hamilton  ;  and  front 
thence  he  foon  after  eftebted  his 
efcape  into  France. 

“  Such  was  the  lamentable  fate  of 
James  Stuart,  earl  of  Murray. 
G  reat  talents,  a  pleafmg  exterior, 
and  a  propitious  fortune,  had  con¬ 
duced  hint  to  diftinCion  and  emi¬ 
nence.  A  felfifh  and  infatiable  am¬ 
bition  was  his  ruling  appetite ;  and 
he  purfued  its  dictates  with  an  un- 
fhaken  perfevenince.  His  inclina¬ 
tion  to  afpire  beyond  the  rank  of  a 
fubjebt  was  encouraged  by  the  tur¬ 
bulence  of  his  age  ;  and  his  con¬ 
nections  with  Elizabeth  overturned 
in  him  altogether  the  virtuous  re- 
fframts  of  allegiance  and  duty.  He 
became  an  enemy  to  his  lifter  and 
his  fovereign  ;  and  the  arts  by  which 
he  accomplifhed  her  overthrow,  are 


the  vouchers  of  his  capacity,  and 
his  demerits.  His  obligations  to 
her  were  exceftive  ;  his  ingratitude 
was  monftrous ;  and  no  language 
has  any  terms  of  reproach  that  are 
fufficiehtly  powerful  to  characterize 
his  periidioufnefs  and  cruelty  to  her. 
Uncommon  pretenfions  to  fanbtity, 
and  to  the  love  of  his  country,  with 
the  perpetual  affebtation  of  abting 
under  the  impulfe  of  honourable  mo- 
tives,  concealed  his  purpofes,  and 
recommended  him  to  popular  fa¬ 
vour.  His  manners  were  grave, 
even  to  fadnefs.  By  a  compofcd  and 
fevere  deportment,  and  by  oitenta- 
tious  habits  of  devotion,  he  awaken¬ 
ed  and  fecuredthe  admiration  of  his 
contemporaries.  His  houfe  had  a 
greater  refemblance  to  a  church  than 
a  palace.  A  dark  folemnity  reigned 
within  its  walls  ;  and  his  domeftics 
were  precife,  pragmatical,  and  mor¬ 
tified.  The  more  zealous  of  the 
clergy  were  proud  of  reforring  to 
him  ;  and  while  he  invited  them  to 
join  with  him  in  the  exercifes  of  re¬ 
ligion,  he  paid  a  flattering  refpebt  to 
their  expolitions  of  the  Scriptures, 
which  he  hypocritically  coniidered 
as  the  facred  rule  of  his  life.  By  an 
attention  to  law  and  juftice,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  conciliate  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  men,  upon  whom  he  could 
not  impofe  by  his  affebtations  of 
piety.  He  was  fedulous  in  attend¬ 
ing  the  court  of  feflion  ;  and  as  the 
mod  falutary  ftatutes  are  of  little 
avail  where  their  adminiftration  is 
corrupt,  he  reprefi’ed  with  vigour 
the  inordinate  venality  of  its  iena- 
tors.  To  the  interefts  of  fcience  and 
learning  he  was  favourable  in  an  un¬ 
common  degree  ;  and  Buchanan, 
who  had  tailed  his  bounty,  gives  a 
varnifh  to  his  crimes.  The  glory 
of  having  atchieved  the  Reformation, 
afforded  him  a  fame  that  was  rnoft 
feducing  and  brilliant.  His  other 
projects  were  equally  fuceefsful ;  and- 
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perhaps  they  were  more  difficult  and 
arduous.  But  as  they  were  little 
didinguifhed  by  heroic  adtion,  and 
were  far  lei's  honourable,  they  added 
no  fplendor  to  his  renown ;  and  it 
has  been  luppofed  that  his  talents 
were  more  eminent  in  his  youth, 
than  in  his  riper  age.  His  a&ivity, 
however,  had  only  changed  its  ob¬ 
jects  :  and  his  capacity  and  ambition 
were,  at  ail  times,  equally  ardent 
•and  vigorous.  His  abilities,  not- 
withflanding,  though  extenfive  and 
various,  were  better  calculated  for 
the  druggies  of  faffion  than  the 
fpeculations  of  polity.  He  was 
greater  as  a  demagogue  than  as  a 
minider  ;  and  it  was  more  flattering 
to  him  to  be  the  viceroy  of  a  foreign 
potentate,  than  to  direcd  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  natural  fovereign.  His 
genius  affimilated  with  birdie  ;  and 
though  he  could  be  eafy  and  tran¬ 
quil  in  the  midd  of  dangers,  the 
ever-flowing  dream  of  circumdances 
in  the  details  of  government,  fa¬ 
tigued  his  attention,  and  didurbed 
his  repofe.  With  a  cold  and  perfi¬ 
dious  heart,  he  conferred  favours 
without  being  generous,  and  received 
them  without  being  grateful.  His 
enmity  was  implacable  ;  his  friend¬ 
ship  dangerous  ;  and  his  caredes, 
oftener  than  his  anger,  preceded  the 
droke  of  his  refentment.  The  dan- 
dard  of  his  private  intered  directed 
all  his  addons,  and  was  the  meafure 
by  which  he  judged  of  thofe  of  other 
men.  To  the  neceffities  of  his  am- 
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bition  he  was  ready  tofacrifice  every 
duty  and  evgry  virtue  ;  and  in  the 
paroxyfms  of  his  felfiflmefs,  he 
feared  not  the  commiffion  of  any 
crime  or  cruelty,  however  enormous 
or  detedable.  Upon  his  elevation  to 
the  regency,  he  gave  a  free  indul¬ 
gence  to  his  pride.  He  parted  with 
that  fhow  of  iincerity  and  candour 
Which  had  contributed  to  his  rife, 
and  became  fullen  and  didant.  He 
negleded  and  defpifed  his  ancient 
friends,  and,  indulging  himfelf  in 
the  enjoyment  of  datelinefs  and  adu¬ 
lation,  affirmed  that  contemptuous 
air  which  befits  only  a  defpot  who  is 
furrounded  with  daves.  The  pillars 
of  his  greatnefs  were  forfaking  him  ; 
and  the  blow  that  laid  him  in  the 
dud  only  prevented  his  exit  in  the 
field,  or  on  the  fcaffold.  To  the 
great  body  of  the  Scottifn  nobles, 
whofe  confequence  he  had  humbled, 
his  death  was  a  matter  of  dern  in¬ 
difference,  or  of  fecret  joy  ;  but  to 
the  common  people,  it  was  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  fincere  grief,  and  they  la¬ 
mented  him  long  under  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  the  Godly  Regent,  Eliza¬ 
beth  bewailed  in  him  a  drenuous 
partizan,  and  a  chofen  indrument 
by  which  flie  might  fubvert  the  In¬ 
dependency  of  Scotland  ;  and  Mary, 
tender  and  devout,  wept  over  a  bro¬ 
ther,  a  heretic,  and  an  enemy,  whom 
a  fuduen  and  violent  dediny  had 
overtaken  in  his  guilty  career,  with 
his  full  load  of  unrepented  crimes,’* 
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HP  HIS  remarkable  innova-  Knox,  its  dronged  fupport  and  firm- 
X  tion  was  hardly  introduced  ed  friend.  The  zeal  which  he  had 
n  to  the  church,  when  it  lod  John  difplayed  in  overtur  ing  popery,  and 
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in  refilling  the  (lefpotic  projects  of 
Mary  of  Lorraine,  have  diftinguifh- 
ed  and  immortalized  his  name  ;  and, 
upon  the  edablifhment  of  the  Re¬ 
formation,  he  continued  to  adt  with 
fortitude  according  to  his  principles. 
His  piety  was  ardent,  and  his  activi¬ 
ty  indefatigable ;  his  integrity  was 
fuperior  to  corruption  ;  and  his  cou¬ 
rage  could  not  be  drake n  by  dangers 
or  death.  In  literature  and  learn¬ 
ing  his  proficiency  was  (lender  and 
moderate  ;  and  to  philofophy  he 
was  altogether  a  flranger.  His  heart 
was  open,  his  judgment  greater  than 
his  penetration,  his  tempere  fevere, 
his  behaviour  ruflic.  The  fears  and 
contempt  he  entertained  of  popery 
were  extravagant ;  and  while  he  pro¬ 
pagated  the  reformed  dodtrines,  he 
fancied  he  was  advancing  thq  pur- 
pofes  of  heaven.  From  his  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  ends  he  had  in  view 
were  the  noblefl  which  can  actuate 
a  human  creature,  he  was  induced 
to  imagine  that  he  had  a  title  'to 
profecute  them  by  all  the  methods 
within  his  power.  His  motives  of 
conduct  were  difmtereded  and  up¬ 
right  ;  but  the  lira  in  of  his  addon 
and  life  deferv.es  not  commendation. 
He  was  ever  earned:  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God  ;  but  he  perceived  not 
that  this  fublime  maxim,  in  its  un¬ 
limited  exercife,  conlifts  not  with 
the  weaknefs  and  imperfections  of 
man.  It  was  pleaded  by  the  mur¬ 
derers  of  cardinal  Beaton  ;  and  he 
fcrupled  not  to  confider  it  as  a  fufh- 
cient  vindication  of  them.  It  was 
appealed  to  by  Charles  IX.  as  bis 
apology  for  the  malfacre  of  Paris ; 
and  it  was  urged  by  Ravaillac  as  his 
judifying  motive  for  the  afiaffination 
of  Henry  IV.  The  mod:  enormous 
crimes  have  been  promoted  by  it ; 
and  it  Simulated  this  Reformer  to 
cruel  devaftations  and  outrages.  Cha¬ 
rity,  moderation,  the  love  of  peace, 
patience,  and  humanity,  were  not 


in  the  number  of  his  virtues.  Papiftg 
as  well  as  popery  were  the  ftbjedts 
of  his  detedation ;  and  though  he 
had  rifen  to  eminence  by  exclaim- 
ingagainftthe  perfections  of  prieds, 
he  was  himfelf  a  perfecutor.  His 
fufpicions  that  the  Queen  was  deter* 
mined  to  re-edablifh  the  popifh  re¬ 
ligion,  were  rooted  and  uniform  ; 
and  upon  the  mod:  frivolous  pre¬ 
tences  he  was  llrenuous  to  break 
that  chain  of  cordiality  which  ought 
to  hind  together  the  prince  and  the 
people.  Fie  inveighed  againft  her 
government,  and  infulted  her  per- 
fon  with  virulence  and  indecency® 
It  flattered  his  pride  to  violate  the 
duties  of  a  fubjedt,  and  to  fcatter 
{edition.  He  aifedled  to  diredt  the 
politicians  of  his  age ;  and  the 
afeendant  he  maintained  over  the 
people,  drew  to  him  their  refpedt 
and  obeifance.  He  delivered  his 
fentiments  to  them  with  the  mod: 
unbounded  freedom  ;  and  he  fought 
not  to  reftrain,  or  to  difguife  his  im- 
petuolity,  or  his  peevifhnefs.  His 
advices  were  prefl'ed  with  heat ;  his 
admonitions  were  pronounced  with 
anger  ;  and  whether  his  theme  was 
a  topic  of  polity,  or  of  faith,  his 
knowledge  appeared  to  be  equally 
infallible.  He  wiflied  to  be  confL 
dered  as  an  organ  of  the  divine  will. 
Contradidtion  inflamed  him  with  hof- 
tility  ;  and  his  refentments  took  a 
deep,  and  a  lading  foundation.  Fie 
conddered  the  temporal  intereds  of 
fociety  as  inferior  to  the  eccldiadi- 
cal ;  and,  unacquainted  alike  with 
the  objedts  of  government,  and  the 
nature  of  man,  he  regarded  the 
druggies  of  ambition  as  impious  and 
profane  ;  and  knew  not  that  the  in¬ 
dividual  is  carried  to  happinefs  and 
virtue  on  the  tide  of  his  paiflons, 
and  that  admiration  and  eminence 
are  chiefly  to  be  purchafed  by  the 
vigour,  the  fortitude,  and  the  capa¬ 
city  which  are  exerted  ancj  difplayed 
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in  public  occupations.  He  incul¬ 
cated  retired  and  afeetic  virtues.  Fie 
preached  the  unlimited  contempt  of 
this  world  ;  he  was  a  mortal  enemy 
to  gaiety  and  mirth  ;  and  it  was  his 
opinion  that  human  life  ought  to  be 
*cani  umed  in  the  folemnities  of  de^ 
votion,  in  fufFerance,  and  in  forrow. 
The  pride  of  fuccefs,  the  fpirit  of 
adulation,  the  awe  with  which  he 
f  ruck  the  gaping  and  ignorant  mul¬ 
titude,  infpired  him  with  a  fuper- 
lative  conception  of  his  own  merits. 
He  mi  Hook  for  a  prophetic  impulfe 
the  illufions  of  a  heated  fancy ;  and 
with  an  intemperate  and  giddy  va¬ 
nity  he  ventured  at  times  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  future,  and  to  reveal 
the  myfieries  of  Providence.  Not 
contented  with  being  a  faint,  he 
afpired  to  be  a  prophet.  In  dif- 
charging  the  functions  of  his  minif- 
try,  his  ardour  was  proportioned 
to  his  fnceriry.  Alliduous  and  fer¬ 
vent  toils,  watchful  and  anxious 
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cares  wafted  his  ftrength,  and  haf- 
tened  his  diffolution.  He  faw  it  ap¬ 
proach  without  terror  ;  fpoke  with 
exultation  of  the  fervices  which  he 
had  rendered  to  the  Gofpel  and  the 
church  ;  and  was  almoft  conf  aptly 
in  prayer  with  the  brethren.  His 
confidence  of  a  happy  immortality 
was  fecure  and  firm,  and  difdained 
the  flighted:  mixture  of  fufpicion  or 
doubt.  He  furrendered  his  fpirit 
with  chearfulnefs,  and  without  a 
fruggle.  It  belongs  to  hiftory  to 
defcribe  with  candour  his  virtues  as 
well  as  his  imperfe&ions  ;  -and  it 
may  be  obferved  in  alleviation  of 
the  latter,  that  the  times  in  which 
he  lived  were  rude  and  fierce ;  and 
that  his  paffion  for  converts,  and  his 
pronenefs  to  perfecution,  while  they 
rofe  more  immediately  out  of  the  in- 
ten  fenefs  of  his  belief,  and  the  na¬ 
tural  violence  of  his  temperament, 
were  keenly  and  warmly  foftered  by 
his  protellionai  habits.” 


CHARACTER  of  the  Earl  of  MORTON,  Regent  of  SCOTLAND e 

[From  the  fame  Work,] 


“  ^TpHE  earl  of  Morton,  the  laft 
I  of  the  Scottish  Regents, 
was  low  in  future,  had  an  engaging 
countenance,  and  pofiefied  a  form 
and  habit  vigorous  and  adfive.  FI  is 

o 

natural  capacity  and  endowments 
were  uncommon ;  and  his  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  world,  and  in  bufinefs, 
was  moft  ample.  Fie  had  known 
the  greateft  changes  of  fortune  ;  the 
evils  of  poverty  and  exile,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  immenfe  wealth  and  ex¬ 
orbitant  power,  the  blandifhments 
of  flattery,  and  the  vvretchednefs  of 
the  moll  abjedf  humiliation.  Fie 
engaged  himfelf  in  the  purfuits  of 
ambition  with  a  pertinacity  and  ar¬ 


dour  that  could  neither  be  re- 
preffed  nor  fatigued  ;  and  he  ad¬ 
vanced  In  them  with  no  fear  of 
frame,  and  no  defire  of  glory.  He 
was  rather  indolent  than  haughty, 
rather  cunning  than  wife,  and  more 
artificial  than  politic.  In  a  period 
when  every  fiatefman  was  a  foldier, 
he  had  talents  for  war  as  well  as 
peace  ;  but  his  courage  was  more 
undaunted  in  the  cabinet  than  in 
the  field.  He  was  fubtle,  intriguing, 
and  treacherous.  He  was  famed 
with  rebellion  and  murder;  and 
from  the  incurable  malignity  of  his 
nature,  he  was  inclined  to  wanton 
in  mifchief,  and  to  take  a  delight  in 
B  £  the 
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the  enormities  of  wickednefs.  He 
was  clofe,  cruel,  covetous,  and  vin¬ 
dictive.  He  gratified,  without  fcru- 
ple,  the  madnefs  of  his  paflions,  and 
the  whimfies  of  his  caprice.  His 
rapacity  was  heightened  and  de¬ 
formed  by  infults.  He  was  forward 
to  encounter  every  fpecies  of  exe¬ 
cration  and  odium.  The  contempt 
of  integrity,  which  marked  and  pol¬ 
luted  his  public  conduct,  was  alfo 
.  character  idle  of  his  private  life  ; 
and  ija  both  he  diidained  alike  the 
cenfure  and  difapprobation  of  his 
compatriots.  But  while  the  vices 
of  the  man  were  not  fo  pernicious 
as  the  crimes  of  the  politician,  they 
were  accompanied  with  cultivation 
and  luilre.  His  mode  of  living, 
though  voluptuous,  was  tafteful. 
His  palaces  and  gardens  were  fplen- 
did  beyond  the  fafhion  of  his  age. 
His  luxury  had  the  charm  of  refine¬ 
ment  ;  and  while  an  ardent  propen- 
fit v  carried  him  to  the  hex,  his  a- 
mours  were  delicate  and  elegant. 
He  relieved  the  agitations,  and  the 
Cares  of  ambition,  with  the  fmiles 
of  beauty,  and  the  folacements  of 
love.  But  while  his  padion  for  plea- 
fure  appears  with  feme  advantage 
amidd  the  deformities  of  his  cha- 


radter,  it  was  little  fuited  to  the 
complexion  of  his  times.  The  au- 
flerity  and  gloom  which  the  preach¬ 
ers  had  excited  in  the  body  of  the 
people,  and  which  flood  in  the 
place  of  religion,  were  hoflile  to 
gallantry  in  the  greateft  degree. 
His  fenfualities,  though  the  moll 
venial  of  all  his  errors,  rouzed  up 
againfr  him  the  moil  general,  and 
the  mod  indignant  refentment.  Odi¬ 
ous  with  private  corruptions,  and 
execrable  with  public  crimes,  he  ex- 
handed  the  patience  of  an  age  ac~ 
cudomed  to  the  mod  enormous  pro¬ 
fligacy.  The  jealoufy  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  judice  of  his  nation 
called  him  to  expiate,  upon  the 
fcaffold,  the  murder  of  his  fove- 
reign  ;  and  he  afeended  it  without 
the  confolation  of  one  virtue.  He 
had  yet  reconciled  himfelf  to  heaven 
from  partialities  that  are  natural  to 
man  ;  and  he  relied,  with  an  afTured 
hope,  upon  entering  into  a  happy 
immortality  in  another  exigence. 
His  burds  of  repentance  and  re- 
morfe  were  humiliating  and  infiruc- 
tive  ;  and  terminated  with  propriety 
the  tenor  of  a  life,  which  had  never 
experienced  the  fatisfadtion,  and  the 
tranfportsof  patriotifm  and  probity.’* 


DEATH  and  CHARACTER  of  GEORGE  BUCHANAN. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


s{  'HIS  year,  fo  afflicting  to 

J|  Mary,  was  the  lad  in  the 
life  of  Buchanan  ;  and  his  ability, 
his  virtues,  and  his  demerits,  are 
too  confpicuous  to  be  paded  without 
notice,  Afflidted  with  the  done,  and 
preffed  down  by  the  infirmities  of 
old  age,  he  felt  the  approaches  of 
his  didolution,  and  prepared  for  it 
like  a  philofopher,  Jie  rehgned  his 


employments,  and,  tirec]  of  the  liv¬ 
ing,  waited  with  rdignation  for  the 
moment  that  was  to  number  him 
with  the  dead.  At  Edinburgh,  in 
the  ieventy-feventh  year  of  his  ex- 
idence,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
September,  a  little  pad  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  his  fpirit  took  its 
flight.  The  envy  that  attends  on 
eminence,  and  the  bkternefs  that 

dlls 


CHARACTER  OF  GEORGE  BUCHANAN. 


fills  the  heart  of  an  enemy,  are 
commonly  extinguilhed  when  their 
object  is  removed.  But  Buchanan 
was  purfued  with  reproaches  while 
in  his  grave.  Many  writers  have 
defcribed  him  as  a  monfter  of  im¬ 
piety,  as  habitually  befotted  with 
wine,  and  as  deluded  with  women. 
It  is  itnpoffible  to  give  any  credit  to 
the  vilenefs  of  calumny  ;  and  it 
were  equally  vain  to  yield,  without 
referve,  to  the  heated  admiration  of 
panegyrics.  Sir  James  Melvil,  whole 
political  ientiments  were  different 
from  his,  has  done  him  the  juffiee 
to  declare,  that  he  died  a  iincere 
member  of  the  reformed  church. 
In  palling  from  the  errors  of  popery, 
he  difcovered  not,  indeed,  the  darn¬ 
ing  zeal  of  a  convert ;  and  his  mo¬ 
deration  was  the  effect  of  his  wif- 
dom.  A  fuperftitious  grimace  was 
no  part  of  his  character  ;  and  to  a 
perfon  of  his  uncommon  endow¬ 
ments,  it  Would  be  an  error  to  im¬ 
pute  the  molt  fcrupulous  adherence 
to  every  tenet  in  any  popular  faith. 
His  life  was  liberal  like  his  opinions. 
From  the  uncertain  condition  of  his 
fortune,  or  from  his  attachment  to 
ftudy,  he  kept  himfelf  free  from 
the  reffraint  of  marriage  ;  but  if  a 
judgment  may  be  formed  from  the 
vivacity  of  his  temper,  and  the  wan¬ 
ton  nefs  of  his  verfes,  he  was  no 
enemy  to  beauty  and  to  love,  and 
muff  have  known  the  tumults  and 
the  languors  of  voluptuoufnefs.  Vi¬ 
olent  in  his  nature,  he  embraced  his 
friend  with  ardour,  and  indulged  in 
the  play  of  the  focial  affeftions. 
Proud  of  mental  fuperiority,  he  was 
prone  to  treat  with  contempt,  men 
of  high  rank,  whofe  chief  or  only 
recommendation  was  their  birth  or 
their  riches.  Againft  his  enemies 
lie  was  animated  with  an  atrocity 
of  revenge.  A  malignant  keenneis 
glanced  in  his  eye  ;  and  the  perfe¬ 
ctions  of  prieffs,  and  the  oppref- 
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fions  of  misfortune,  ferved  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  natural  fretfulnefs  of  his. 
dilpofition,  and  gave  an  edge  to  his 
fpleen.  His  converfation  was  gay, 
ingenious,  and  fatyrical.  When  he 
was  poiTeffed  of  wealth  there  were 
no  bounds  to  his  prodigality  ;  when 
in  want,  he  fubmitted  to  little  arts 
to  procure  the  means  of  expence  ; 
and,  being  carelefs  of  the  future,  he 
made  no  provilion  for  the  feafon  of 
dotage  and  helpleffneis.  His  money 
and  his  life  terminated  in  the  fame 
moment.  He  was  rather  low  in  fta- 
ture  ;  of  his  drefs  he  was  negligent ; 
and  his  external  appearance  bore  no 
marks  of  the  cultivation  of  his  tafte. 
Yet  in  the  flavifh  occupations  of  a 
pedagogue,  in  which  he  palled  the 
better  part  of  his  days,  he  had  con* 
trailed  no  pedantic  impertinence. 
No  meannefs  of  lituation  could  de- 
ffroy  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind.  He 
palled  with  propriety  from  the  fehool. 
to  the  cabinet,  and  felt  himfelf  alike 
a  fcholar  and  a  courtier.  In  poetry 
he  was  deemed  unrivalled  by  his  con¬ 
temporaries.  He  is  more  nervous, 
more  various,  more  elegant,  than 
the  Italian  poets.  He  has  imitated 
thofe  of  Rome  with  greater  grace 
and  purity.  His  Pfalms,  in  which 
he  has  employed  fo  many  kinds  of 
verfe,  difplay  admirably  the  extent 
and  univerfalitv  of  his  mind,  the 
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quicknefs  and  abundance  of  his  fan¬ 
cy,  and  the  power  and  acutenefs  of 
his  judgment.  In  hiftory,  he  has 
contended  with  Livy  and  Salluft. 
The  chequered  fcenes  of  his  life 
had  given  him  a  wide  experience  of 
the  world,  arid  he  was  naturally  of 
a  thoughtful  difpolition.  He  treats 
accordingly  the  tranfadions  of  men 
with  great  prudence  and  difcern- 
ment.  In  the  precision  and  exami¬ 
ne  fs  of  his  narration  he  is  not  equally 
fuccefsful.  Minute  fads  \oo  often 
efcape  his  attention  ;  and  important 
ones  do  not  always  receive  from  him 
B  a  '  •  that 
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that  nicenefs  of  examination,  and 
that  fulne'fs  of  detail  which  they 
prerit.  Or  ornament  he  is  more  ftu- 
edious  than  of  truth  :  and  the  fables 

if  * 

which  difgrace  the  earlier  ' portions 
of  his  hiftory,  ars  not  more  difguil- 
ing  than  the  partiality  with  which 
lie  records  the  events  of  his  own 
times.  A  love  of  liberty,  and  a  re- 
fipebt  for  the  bed  interefls  of  man¬ 
kind  pervade  and  ill  nitrate  his  work  ; 
but  his  admiration  of  tyrannicide, 
and  his  contempt  of  royalty,  betray 
a  propen  fity  to  licentioufnefs  and 
fadtion.  Elis  learning  is  admirable  ; 
bis  penetration  better  than  his  learn¬ 
ing*  The  vigour  of  his  mind,  the 
antereft  of  his  manner,  the  dignity 
of  his  narration,  the  deepnefsof  his 
remark,  the  purity  of  his  didiion, 
are  all  confpicuous;  But  while  his 
genius  and  ability  adorned  the  times 
in  which  he  lived,  and  muff  draw  to 
him  the  admiration  of  the  moft  dj- 
ftant  pofterity,  it  is  not  to  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  his  political  condudl 
was  difgraceful  in  the  preateft  de- 

v  '  1  „  Q* 

gree,  and  muft  excite  its  regrets, 


and  provoke  its  indignation.  His 
zeal  for  the  earl  of  Murray  over¬ 
turned  altogether  his  allegiance  as  a 
fubjedf,  and  his  integrity  as  a  man* 
His  adfivity  againfl  Mary  in  the 
conferences  in  England  was  in  ^ 
drain  of  the  mod  fhamelefs  cor¬ 
ruption  ;  and  the  virulence  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  defame 
her  by  his  writings  was  moft  au¬ 
dacious  and  criminal.  They  in¬ 
volve  the  complicated  charge  of  in¬ 
gratitude,  rebellion,  and  perjury* 
That  he  repented  of  his  political 
tranfacftions,  and  of  his  malignity 
to  Mary  has  indeed  been  affirmed 
with  great  probability  ;  but  no  de- 
cihve  vouchers  of  his  forrow  have 
been  recorded  ;  and  in  the  fhort 
Memoir  he  left  of  himfelf,  he^  has 
avoided  all  mention  of  it.  A  dark 
cloud  was  gathering  around  him, 
when  an  opportune  death  afforded 
him  a  peaceful  retreat  from  the  anxi¬ 
eties  and  the  cares  of  a  world,  with 
which  his  infirmities  and  his  age  had 
difgufted  him.” 


C  BEAR  AC  TER  of  MARY  STUART,  QUEEN  of  SCOTS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


«<  UCH  was  the  melancholy  fate 
Q)  of  Mary  Stuart  queen  of  Scots, 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  herage.  Her 
abilities  were  an  honour  to  her  birth, 
which  was  moft  illuftrious.  Bier 
virtues  were  great  ;  her  misfortunes 
greater.  While  fhe  was  capable  of 
profound  view's,  and  a  bold  policy, 
fhe  was  firm  and  ftrenuous.  Bier 
underftanding  was  clear,  her  judg¬ 
ment  penetrating,  her  fpirit  lofty, 
her  application  vigorous.  But  fire 
was  called  to  the  exercife  of  royalty, 
In  an  unhappy  and  moft  critical  pe¬ 


riod.  The  troubles  of  the  Reform¬ 
ation  had  confirmed  the  turbulence 
of  her  nobles  ;  and  file  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  orderly  government, 
and  the  refined  and  feducing  man¬ 
ners  of  France.  The  zeal  of  her 
people  for  the  new  opinions  was  moft 
paffionate  ;  and  file  was  attached  to 
the  ancient  religion  with  a  keennefs 
that  excited  their  fears.  Her  prime 
minifters,  though  able  and  popular, 
were  deftitute  of  integrity  and  pa- 
triotifm  ;  and  a  confpiracy  todifturb 
her  peace,  and  to  accomplifh  her 

ruin 
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ruin  was  formed  early  by  an  impe¬ 
rious  rival,  who,  to  exorbitant  power 
and  immenfe  wealth,  added  the  lin¬ 
gular  felicity  of  being  directed  by 
ftarefmen  devoted  to  her  purpofes, 
and  pofi'effed  of  the  greateit  talents. 
With  the  happieil  intentions,  with 
public  fpirit  and  the  love  of  juftice, 
with  moderation,  liberality,  and 
fplendour,  die  attained  not  thepraife 
of  true  glory.  Circumvented  by 
the  treachery  .  of  finding  and  cor¬ 
rupted  counsellors,  and  expofed  to 
the  unceafing  hatred  and  fuipicions 
of  turbulent  ecclefialljcs,  die  per¬ 
petually  experienced  the  miferies  of 
difappomtment,  and  the  'malignity 
of  detraction.  With  great  capacity 
for  budnefs,  die  was  unfuecefsful  in 
affairs.  Infinitely  amiable  in  her 
private  deportment,  die  enjoyed  not 
tranquillity  and  happinefs.  She  was 
candid  and  open  ;  engagingand  ge¬ 
nerous.  Her  manners  were  gentle, 
her  temper  chearful,  herconverfation 
cafy  and  flowing, Tier  wit  polite,  her 
information  various,  her  tafte  ele¬ 
gant.  But  her  hufbands  like  her 
courtiers  were  eager  to  interrupt  her 
profperity  and  enjoyments  :  and 
while  her  adminiftration  was  de¬ 
formed  with  difaflers  and  faction, 
her  domeflic  life  was  embittered  with 
difqmetudes  and  forrow.  With  every 
claim  to  felicity  fhe  was  expofed  to 
all  the  erodes  of  fortune  ;  and  her 
form  which  gave  a  fplendour  to  her 
rank,  her  abilities,  her  virtues,  and 
her  accomplifbments,  ferved  to  en¬ 
noble  her  afflictions.  The  incom¬ 
parable  beauty  and  expreffion  of  her 
countenance,  the  exquifite  propriety 
of  her  flature,  and  the  Cxadt  fym- 
metry  of  her  fbape,  attracted  and 
fixed  the  admiration  of  every  be¬ 
holder.  In  her  air,  her  walk,  her 
gefture  fhe  mingled  majefty  and 
grace.  Her  eyes,  which  were  of  a 
dark  gray,  fpoke  the  fituations  and 
Jenfibility  of  her  mind  ;  the  found 


or  her  voice  was  melodious  and  af¬ 
fecting  ;  and  her  hair,  which  was 
black,  improved  the  brightnefs  of  her 
complexion.  To  give  the  greateit 
luflre  to  her  perfon,  fhe  took  a  full 
advantage  of  the  adventitious  aids 
and  garniture  of  drefs.  .  She  difeo- 
vered  an  inexhauflible  fancy  in  the 
richnefs  and  variety  of  her  garments. 
She  delighted  in  jewels  and  precious 
ftones  ;  and  Hie  was  anxioufly  cu¬ 
rious  in  the  finenefs  and  fafhion  of 
her  linen.  But  while  her  mind  and 
her  perfon  were  fo  perfect  and  fo  al¬ 
luring,  fine  was  not  exempted  from 
frailties.  Though  capable  of  difli- 
mulation,  and  acquainted  with  the 
arts  of  management  and  add  refs,  fhe 
did  not  fufficiently  accommodate  her- 
felf  to  the  manners  of  her  people. 
Her  refpedl  for  her  religion  was  too 
fond  and  doating  to  confift  with  the 
policy  and  the  dignity  of  a  great 
fovereign.  In  her  counfellors  fhe 
uniformly  repofed  too  unbounded  a 
confidence  ,•  and  from  the  foftnefs 
of  her  nature,  ihe  could  be  feduced  to 
give  them  her  trufi  even  after  their 
demeanour  was  equivocal  and  fufpi- 
cious.  Her  clemency  was  not  guided 
by  prudence,  and  was  generally  re¬ 
paid  with  ingratitude  and  infult.  To 
the  proteftant  clergy,  whofe  infolence 
was  inordinate  and feditious,  fhe  con¬ 
ducted  herfelf,  fometimes  with  a 
paffion  that  was  unbecoming,  and 
fometimes  with  a  remiffnefs  that  de¬ 
tracted  from  her  confequence,  A 
determined  contempt  or  a  vigorous 
feverity  would  have  fuited  better  with 
her  royal  condition.  She  received 
her  impreilions  with  too  much  vi¬ 
vacity  ;  and  from  the  delicacy  of 
her  organization  (lie  was  difpofed  to 
that  fpirit  of  caprice  which  is  in 
fome  racafure  charaCteriftic  of  her 
fex  ;  but  which,  though  often  plea- 
fant  and  even  delightful  in  the  Hill 
and  endearing  intercourfe  of  private 
life,  betrays  in  public  concerns  the 
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fufpieion  of  inconftancy  and  indis¬ 
cretion.  Her  faults,  however,  were 
the  refult  of  amiable  weaknefles  ; 
and  they  excite  regret  rather  than 
indignation.  The  moll  unpardon¬ 
able  error  of  her  life  was  the  ro¬ 
mantic  imprudence  with  which  fhe 
ventured  into  England,  and  en- 
trufled  herfelf  to  the  power  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth.  By  courage  and  perfeve- 
3*ance  die  might  have  defeated  the 
turbulence  and  ambition  of  her 
nobles  ;  and  experience  and  time 
would  have  opened  up  to  her  all  the 
arts  of  government.  But  by  this 
fatal  flep  fhe  involved  herfelf  in  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  fhe  was  never  able  to 
furmount.  Elizabeth  to  whom  her 
abilities  and  beauty  were  a  fource  of 
the  mod  unrelenting  jealoufy  and 
anger,  embraced  with  a  ferocious 
ardour  the  opportunity  of  humbling 
her  completely  as  a  queen,  and  as 
a  woman.  She  was  expofed  t'o  all 
the  practices  of  a  cunning  and  a 
wicked  vengeance.  The  viled  ca¬ 
lumnies,  the  mod  infulting  mortifi¬ 
cations,  the  mod  dudied  barbarities 
were  employed  againd  her.  She 
was  made  to  exchange  a  kingdom 
for  a  prifon  ;  and  while  fhe  felt  in 
her  own  perfon  the  crueled  injuries, 
die  was  affi idled  with  the  dangers 
that  threatened  her  country  and  her 
foil.  An  inclement  and  lufpicious 
adverfary,  who  dreaded  to  encounter 
her  when  at  liberty,  tarnifhed  the 
glory  of  an  illudrious  reign  by 
trampling  upon  her  fceptre  while  fhe 
was  a  captive.  The  rivalfhip  of 
beauty  dill  more  perhaps  than  of  ta¬ 
lents,  fodered  the  refentments  of 
Elizabeth  ;  and  while  die  made  Mary 
to  fuffer  under  her  power,  (lie  found 
the  mod  exquifite  delight  in  over-. 
turning  the  dominion  of  her  charms* 


It  pleafed  her  in  the  greated  degree, 
that  the  beauty  of  the  Scottifh  prin- 
cefs  fliould  wade  itfelf  in  folitude, 
that  die  diould  be  kept  at  a  didance 
from  admiration  and  homage,  and 
that  die  fliould  never  experience,  in 
any  fortunate  alliance,  the  melting 
tendernefs,  and  the  delicate  fenfibi- 
lities  of  connubial  love.  During 
the  long  period  which  paffed  from 
the  dight  of  Mary  into  England  till 
her  death,  her  miferies  were  in- 
tenfe,  piercing,  and  uninterrupted. 
The  bitter  cup  of  her  fortune,  which 
often  overflowed,  never  ceafed  to  be 
full.  Bur,  though  agonizing  with 
condant  afflictions  and  though  crown¬ 
ed  with  thorns,  die  dill  remembered 
that  die  was  a  queen,  and  main¬ 
tained  the  elevation  and  the  dignity 
which  became  her.  To  overwhelm 
her  with  didrefs  and  anguifh  Eliza¬ 
beth  fcrupled  not  to  inlult  and  to 
violate  the  mod  edablifhed  princi¬ 
ples  of  law  and  judice,  the  honour 
of  hofpitality,  the  reverence  of  her 
fex,  the  holinefs  of  religion,  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  engagements,  the  ties 
of  relation,  the  feelings  of  huma¬ 
nity,  the  fanCfity  of  innocence,  and 
the  majedy  of  kings.  But  no  in- 
folence  of  tyranny,  no  refinement  of 
anger,  and  no  pang  of  woe  could 
conquer  or  dedroy  her  greatnefs  and 
her  fortitude.  Her  mind,  which 
grew  in  its  powers  under  druggies 
and  calamity,  deemed  even  to  take  a 
drain  of  vigour  from  the  atrocious 
padions  of  her  rival  ;  and  during 
her  lamentable  captivity,  and  in  her 
dying  fcene,  fhe  difplayed  a  magna-* 
nimity  and  a  heroiim  that  perhaps 
may  have  been  equalled,  but  which 
has  never  been  furpafled  in  any  age, 
or  in  any  nation,’* 
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ANECDOTES  of  JOSQUIN,  a  celebrated  MUSICIAN,  at  the  End 
of  the  fifteenth  and  the  Beginning  of  the  fixteenth  Century. 

[From  the  fecond  Volume  of  Dr.  Burney’s  General  Hidory  of  Mufic.J 


np he  next  great  contrapun- 
I  tilt,  of  the  Flemifh  fchool, 
to  Okenheim,  was  his  fcholar,  Jof- 
quin  des  Prez,  Del  Prato,  or,  as  he 
was  ftyled  in  Latin,  Iodocus  Praten- 
fis,  the  author  of  the  preceding 
dirge,  whofe  compofitions  for  the 
church,  though  long  laid  afide,  and 
become  obfolete  by  the  gradual 
changes  in  notation,  continue  dill 
to  merit  the  attention  of  the  curious. 
Indeed  the  laws  and  difficulties  of 
canon,  fugue,  augmentation,  dimi¬ 
nution,  reverfion,  and  almod  every 
other  fpecies  of  learned  contrivance, 
allowable  in  ecclefiaftical  compo¬ 
fitions  for  voices,  were  never  fo  well 
obferved,  or  happily  vanquished,  as 
by  Jofquin  ;  who  may  judly  be 
called  the  father  of  modern  harmo¬ 
ny,  and  the  inventor  of  almofl:  every 
ingenious  contexture  of  its  conditu- 
ent  parts,  near  a  hundred  years  be¬ 
fore  the  time  of  Paleitrina,  Orlando 
di  Laffo,  Tallis,  or  Bird,  the  great 
mufical  luminaries  of  the  16th  cen¬ 
tury,  whofe  names  and  works  are 
hill  held  in  the  higheft  reverence 
by  all  true  judges  and  lovers  of 
what  appears  to  me  the  true  and 
genuine  flyle  of  choral  compofi¬ 
tions. 

44  This  ingenious,  learned,  and 
voluminous  compofer,  is  enumerated 
by  Lewis  Guicciardini,  among  Fle¬ 
mifh  muficians.  However,  the  con- 
fiant  addition  of  Pratenfis,  or  Del 
Prato,  to  his  name,  feems  rather  to 
make  him  a  native  of  Prato  in  Tuf- 
cany  ;  and  the  frequent  mention  that 
is  made  of  him  by  Italian  writers, 
implies  at  leaf!,  if  he  was  not  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Italy,  that  he  had  lived 
there,  and  that  his  works  were  very 
familiar  to  them  $  for  not  only  by 


the  name  of  Jofquino,  Jodoco  del 
Prato,  is  he  often  ihentioned  by 
Franchinus,  and  all  the  mufical 
writers  of  Italy  in  the  next  age,  as 
a  moil  excellent  compofer,  but  by 
mifcellaneous  writers,  who  only 
fpeak  of  mufic  incidentally.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  1  need  give  no  better 
authority  than  the  following  paf- 
fage  in  Cadiglione’s  admirable  Cor- 
tegiano. 

“  This  author,  fpeaking  of  the 
operations  of  prejudice  in  favour  of 
great  names,  tells  us  of  the  eager- 
nefs  and  delight  with  which  a  polite 
company  of  his  acquaintance  had 
read  a  copy  of  verfes  fuppofing  them 
to  have  been  written  by  Sannazaro, 
who  afterwards,  when  it  was  certain 
that  they  were  not  of  his  compo- 
fition,  thought  them  execrable.  “So 
likewife,  fays  one  of  the  interlocut¬ 
ors,  a  motet  fung  before  the  duchefs 
of  Urbino,  was  unnoticed,  till  it 
was  known  to  be  the  production  of 
Jofquin.” 

u  Zarlino,  who  likewife  fpeaks 
of  him  among  the  pratici  peritiy 
gives  another  inftance  of  predilec¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  Jufquin,  at  Rome, 
“  which,  fays  he,  was  at  the  expence 
of  my  friend,  the  admirable  Adrian 
Williaert,  who  has  often  himfelf 
confirmed  the  fact.”  The  motet 
*■ verbum  bonum  et  Sua-ve ,  for  fix 
voices,  having  been  long  performed 
in  the  pontifical  chapel  at  Rome,  on 
the  fefiival  of  our  Lady,  as  the  pro* 
duction  of  Jofquin,  was  thought  to 
be  one  of  the  fined:  compofitions  of 
the  time  ;  but  Willaert,  having 
quitted  Flanders,  in  order  to  vifit 
Rome,  in  the  time  of  Leo  X.  and 
finding  that  this  motet  was  fung  as 
the  compofition  of  Jofquin,  whofe 
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same  was  affixed  to  it  in  the  chapel 
hooks,  ventured  to  declare  it  to  be 
his  own  work,  and  not  that  of  the 
famous  Jofquin  :  but  fo  great  were 
Che  ignorance,  envy,  and  prejudice 
of  the  lingers,  that,  after  this  de¬ 
claration,  the  motet  was  never 
again  performed  in  the  pontifical 
chapel. 

“  Adami,  in  his  hiftorical  lift  of 
the  fingers  in  the  pope’s  chapel,  men¬ 
tions  Jofquin  next  to  Guido,  as  one 
of  the  great  cultivators  and  fupport- 
<ers  of  church  mufic;  he  calls  him 
6  Uo?no  infigne  per  V ' inventions  *  and 
fays  that  he  was  a  finger  in  the  pon¬ 
tifical  chapel  during  the  time  of 
Sixtus  the  Fourth. 

44  After  quitting  Italy  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  maeftro  di  capella  to  Lewis 
the  Twelfth  of  France,  who  reigned 
from  1498  to  1515,  and  it  is  hardly 
probable  that  fuch  an  honour  fhould 
have  been  conferred  upon  him  till 
he  had  arrived  at  great  eminence  in 
his  profeffion  :  he  muft  either  have 
acquired  tire  public  favour  by  his 
works  or  performance,  before  he 
could  'be  noticed  by  a  fovereign. 
Indeed  the  impediments  to  their  ap¬ 
proximation  muft  have  been  recipro¬ 
cal,  and  it  has  been  well  obferved, 
that  it  is  as  difficult  for  a  prince  to 
get  at  a  man  of  merit,  as  it  is  for  a 
man  of  merit  to  approach  a  prince. 

“  It  is.  related,  that  when  Jof- 
quin  was  firft  admitted  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  Lewis,  he  had  been  pro- 
jnifed  a  benefice  by  his  majefty  :  but 
this  prince,  contrary  to  his  ufual 
cuftom,  for  he  was  in  general  both 
juft  and  liberal,  forgot  the  promife 
he  had  made  to  his  maeftro  di  ca- 
pella  ;  when  Jofquin,  after  f offering 
£reat  inconvenience  from  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  his  majefty’s  memory,  ven¬ 
tured  by  a  lingular  expedient  to  re¬ 
mind  him  publicly  of  his  promife, 
without  giving  offence :  for  being 
commanded  to  compof'e  a  motet  for 


the  chapel  royal,  he  chofe  part  of 
the  119th  Pfalm  :  Memor  efio  verbl 
tui  fier<vo  tuo ;  44  Oh  think  of  thy 
fervant,  as  concerning  thy  word '* 
which  he  fgt  in  fo  fupplicating  and 
exquifite  a  manner,  that  it  was  uni- 
verfally  admired,  particularly  by  the 
king,  who  was  not  only  charmed 
with  the  mufic,  but  felt  the  force  of 
the  words  fo  effectually,  that  he  foon 
after  granted  his  petition,  by  con¬ 
ferring  on  him  the  promifed  prefer¬ 
ment.  For  which  act  of  juftice  and 
munificence,  Jofquin,  with  equal  fe¬ 
licity,  compofed,  as  a  hymn  of  gra¬ 
titude,  another  part  of  the  fame 
Pfalm  :  Bonitatem  fecifii  curn  fern} a 
tuo  D online,  44  Oh  Lord,  thou  haft: 
dealt  gracioufly  with  thy  fervant.” 

44  jofquin  feems  to  have  been 
poffeffed  of  a  certain  vein  of  wit  and 
humour,  as  well  as  mufical  genius  ; 
of  which  Glareanus  has  given  his 
readers  feveral  inftances,  belides  thofe 
juft  related.  In  confequence  of  the 
long  procraftination  of  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Lewis  XUth’j  promile  re¬ 
lative  to  the  benefice,  Jofquin  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  nobleman,  in  high  favour 
at  court,  to  ufe  his  intereft  with  this 
prince  in  his  behalf,  who,  encou¬ 
raging  his  hopes  with  proteftations 
of  zeal  for  his  fervice,  conftantly 
ended  with  faying,  44  I  fhall  take 
care  of  this  bufineis,  let  me  aUnt?'— 
Laljfi  faire  mol,  ( laijfer  moi  falre  ) 
when,  at  length,  jofquin  tired  of  this 
vain  and  fruitlefs  affurance,  turned 
it  into  fohnifation ,  and  compofed  an 
entire  mafs  on  thefe  fyllables  of  the 
hexachords  :  La  J'ol  fa  re  ml ;  which 
mafs  is  among  the  productions  of 
our  author  in  the  Brit.  Muf.  and  is 
an  admirable  comppfition. 

44  The  following  circumftance, 
which  likewife  happened  during  Jof- 
quin’s  refidence  at  the  court  of 
France,  has  been  recorded  both  by 
Glareanus  and  Merfennus.  Thefe 
writers  inform  us,  that  Lewis, 
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though  mu  he  afforded  him  great 
pleafure,  had  fo  weak  and  indexible 
a  voice,  that  he  never  was  able  to 
ling  a  (ingle  tune,  and  that  he  defied 
his  maeftro  di  capella  to  compofe  a 
piece  of  mufic  in  which  it  was  pof- 
iible  for  him  to  bear  a  part.  How¬ 
ever  the  tnufician  accepted  the  chal¬ 
lenge,  and  compofed  a  canon  for 
two  voices,  to  which  he  added  two 
other  parts,  one  of  which  had  no¬ 
thing  more  to  do  than  to  fuftain  a 
lingie  found,  and  the  other  only  the 
key  note,  and  its  fifth,  to  be  fung 
alternately.  Jofquin  gave  his  ma- 
jefly  the  choice  of  theie  two  parts, 
and  beginning  with  the  long  note, 
after  fome  time,  his  royal  fcholar 
was  enabled  to  continue  it  as  a  drone 
to  the  canon,  in  defpite  of  nature, 


which  had  never  intended  him  for  a 
finger. 

44  Rabelais,  in  his  prologue  to 
the  third  book  of  Pantagruel,  places 
J ofq  uin  des  Prez  at  the  head  of  all 
the  fifty-nine  joyeulx  mujtcines  whom 
he  had  formerly  heard.  Jofquin, 
among  muficians,  was  the  giant  of 
his  time,  and  feems  to  have  arrived 
at  that  univerfal  monarchy  and  do¬ 
minion  over  the  affedfions  and  paf- 
fions  of  the  mufical  part  of  mankind, 
that  has  been  mentioned  above.  In¬ 
deed  his  compofitions  feem  to  have 
been  as  well  known,  and  as  much 
pradfifed  throughout  Europe,  at  the 
beginning  of  tbyfixteenth  century, 
as  Handel’s  were  in  England,  about 
forty  years  ago.*’ 


ACCOUNT  of  the  Military  and  Political  CONDUCT  of  PITT,  the 
Englifh  Miniiler ;  written  during  the  Time  of  his  Adminiftration  ia 
the  War  which  commenced  in  1755. 

[From  the  Letters,  Military  and  Political,  of  Count  Algarotti.] 


rip^HE  Englifh  have  done  won¬ 
ders  under  Cromwell  and 
Marlborough,  fince  the  times  of 
Elizabeth,  who  was  truly  the  foun- 
drefs  of  the  Englifh  grandeur:  all 
this,  however,  was  but  a  prelude  to 
what  was  to  be  done  in  our  days, 
under  the  condudt  of  a  Pitt.  I 
myfelf  faw  this  luminary  of  the  age 
rife  and  expand  itfelf  in  the  molt 
turbulent  times  that  England  ever 
experienced,  while  the  oppofition 
again!!  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  in 
its  highefl  fury.  Being  a  foldier, 
as  well  as  an  orator,  the  miniiler 
took  from  him  his  commiffion  of 
cornet  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
for  having  fpoken  his  mind  too 
freely  in  Parliament.  As  inaccef- 
fible  to  bribes  as  a  Fabricius  or  a 
Curias,  fober,  indefatigable,  firm  in 


his  defigns,  vigorous  in  executing' 
them,  nervous  in  his  language,  at¬ 
tentive  to  no  other  objedl  but  the 
glory  of  his  nation,  which  he  con¬ 
siders  as  his  own,  he  has  arrived  by 
honourable  means  to  that  degree  of 
greatnefs,  which  is  feldom  attained 
without  mean  intrigues,  and  artifices 
at  court. 

44  He  is  not  much  given  to  fimjje 
in  hir.  political  negociations  :  with  a 
heart  full  of  zeal  for  the  public 
good,  and  a  mind  firmly  directed 
towards  it,  he  attends  only  to  efien- 
tials,  and  follows  the  concife  and 
conclufive  method  of  the  Romans. 

44  When  called  to  the  helm  of 
(late,  he  found  the  treaty  with  Pruf- 
fia  already  formed.  liis  firft  public 
a 61  was  to  fend  back  the  Heffians’and 
Hanoverians,  and  to  raife  in  their 
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room  a  national  militia  for  the  tie-  continent,  we  were  obliged  to  cede 


fence  of  the  kingdom. 

“  What  will  appear  afioniftiing 
to  tliofe  unacquainted  with  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  England,  and  what  appear¬ 
ed  even  there  very  lingular,  is,  that 
though  the  king’s  minifter,  he  aded 
in  oppolition  to  the  deligns  and  in¬ 
clination  of  the  king. 

“  The  duke  of  Cumberland  had 
paded  over  from  London  into  Ger¬ 
many,  in  the  month  of  April,  to 
the  defence  of  Hanover,  again!!  a 
large  army  of  French,  that  was 
inarching  towards  it;  but  he  Vad 
paffed  over  without  a  Britifli  army, 
which  he  was  extremely  defirous  of, 
as  well  as  the  king  his  father,  who, 
as  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  held  his 
electorate  more  at  heart  than  any 
other  part  of  his  dominions.  It  was 
deliberated  in  the  council,  whether 
a  :?rge  reinforcement  of  Englilli 
troops  fliould  be  fent  over  to  the 
duke,  who  prefled  the  meafure 
flrOngly,  and  pointed  out  the  urgent 
neceffity  of  it.  After  a  long  debate 
in  the  council,  many  having  fpoken 
for  and  againll  it,  Mr.  Pitt’s  opinion 
weighed  down  the  red.  He  warmly 
maintained,  ie  That  England  fliould 
not  deprive  herlelf  of  her  national 
forces,  in  order  to  fupport  foreign 
'interefts,  in  which  Die  was  not  in  the 
fmallelt  degree  concerned.  Thdt  it 
would  be  abfurd  and  impolitic  to 
fend  them  to  diftinguifli  themfelves 
upon  the  continent,  and  to  gain 
glory  for  their  country  there  ;  while 
Ihe  was  left  to  languifh  under  the 
preffure  of  internal  wounds,  and  to 
endure  evils  which  would  bring  her 
to  the  very  brink  pf  definition. 
That  from  this  lource  have  flowed 
ail  our  pad  misfortunes.  What  ef¬ 
fect  have  the  victories  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  produced,  but  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  the  public  debt  ?  By  having 
|n  the  laft  war  entered  more  than 
was  fitting  intp  the  affairs  of  the 


Cape  Breton,  the  only  reward  we 
could  have  confoled  ourfelves  with 
for  fuch  a  profufion  of  treafure, 
which  would  have  bridled  the  French 
power  in  America,  and  which  has 
lince  enabled  them,  as  often  as  they 
thought  proper,  to  over-run  that 
continent.  That  fubfidifing  foreign 
princes  mull  in  the  end  exhaud  the 
riches  of  the  nation :  beiides,  that 
the  inutility  of  thefe  fubfldies  was 
evident  from  the  recent  inftances  of 
Bavaria  and  Saxony,  which  the  fub¬ 
fldies  had  retained  in  our  intereft  in 
time  of  peace  ;  but  on  the  breaking 
out  of  war,  when  their  aflifiance 
was  the  moil  required,  could  not 
prevent  them  from  joining  our  ene* 
mies.  That  England  fliould  not 
embroil  herfelf  in  the  affairs  of  the 
continent  but  on  the  greateil  emer¬ 
gency  ;  as  in  the  Roman  armies  the 
Triarii  did  not  enter  into  adion  till 
every  other  refource  had  failed* 
That  (he  was  like  an  amphibious 
animal,  which  might  live  upon  land, 
yet  vvhofe  proper  element  is  the 
water.  That  the  real  firength  of  a 
flate  lies  in  that  from  which  it  de¬ 
rives  its  iubiiflence.  That  England 
fiiblifts  by  her  trade,  and  by  the 
naval  armaments  which  protect  her 
trade.  That  America,  on  whofe 
account  {he  had  entered  into  the 
war  with  France,  was  her  feminary 
of  fearren  ;  the  promifed  land,  the 
Eden  of  England.  Thence  fne  fup- 
plies  the  neighbouring  nations  with 
ftfli,  with  tobacco,  with  rice,  with 
indigo  :  thence  file  may  draw  all 
her  naval  fiores.  That  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fea  would  give  her  the 
dominion  of  the  land  :  in  fine,  that 
the  councils  of  England  fliould  re- 
femble  thofe  of  Athens,  when  under 
the  diredion  ot  Themifiocles.” 

“  The  council  was  brought  over 
by  this  harangue ;  but  the  King  was 
fo  much  enraged,  as  to  demand  the 
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feals  from  Pitt,  and  to  difmifs  him 
from  his  fervice.  The  novelty  of 
the  affair  made  an  extraordinary 
noife  in  London ;  and  if  ever  Pitt’s 
houfe  was  full,  it  was  the  day  after 
his  refignation ;  when  he  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  crowd  of  people,  who 
with  the  loudeft  acclamations  hailed 
him  the  fincere  patriot,  and  minifter 
of  the  people.  The  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  lent  deputies  to  thank  him  in 
the  mod  folemn  manner,  for  the 
zeal  he  had  fhewn,  whilft  in  office, 
for  the  public  good,  and  to  prefent 
him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  in 
a  handfome  box  of  gold  :  an  exam¬ 
ple  that  was  followed  by  half  the 
kingdom.  For  feveral  weeks,  frefh 
deputies,  with  the  freedom  of  their 
refpedlive  towns,  wore  continually 
pouring  on  him,  fome  from  one 
county,  and  fome  from  another : 
his  houfe  was  perpetually  refound¬ 
ing  with  acclamations  of  appiaufe, 
and  was  conffantly  filling  with  new 
vifitors  and  ambaffadors.  There 
never  was  a  triumph  more  glorious 
than  this  exile  ;  he  might  indeed  be 
rather  fuppoied  to  have  retired  of 
his  own  accord,  than  to  have  been 
difmiffed  from  his  office. 

44  Meanwhile  the  cabinet  at  St, 
James’s  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion 
and  diforder  :  fo  that  the  king  was 
obliged  to  recall  Pitt,  towards  the 
Gonclufion  of  June,  in  the  fame 
year,  and  to  re-ellablifh  him  in  his 
office.  He  would  not,  however, 
iConfent  to  refume  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment,  without  the  principal 
offices  of  the  hate  being  conferred 
on  perfons  poffeffed  of  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  and  in  whom  he 
himfelf  could  place  confidence. 

44  His  intention  was  not  to  fend 
any  troops  to  Hanover,  hill  perhh- 
ing  in  his  former  ideas  ;  but  to  carry 
on  a  maritime  and  predatory  war  up¬ 
on,  the  coahs  of  France,  in  order  to 
divert  the  force  of  the  French,  and 


to  prevent  them  from  detaching  into 
Germany.  But  it  was  urged  in  the 
cabinet,  by  thofe  who  were  attached 
to  the  court,  that  affairs  had  now 
proceeded  to  too  great  a  length  for 
luch  weak  and  undecifve  meafures, 
hnce  the  fatal  abtion  at  Hahembeck  j 
that  the  French  having  the  whole 
electorate  at  their  difpofal,  and  the 
duke’s  army  being  reduced  to  neu¬ 
trality  and  difperfed,  it  became  ne- 
ceffary  not  to  trull  to  the  effects  of 
harraffing  the  coah,  but  to  make  a 
vigorous  attack  upon  the  heart  of 
the  enemy. 

44  In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
army  having  been  routed  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  when  it  was  lealt 
expe&ed,  at  the  memorable  battle 
of  Rofbach,  and  in  a  month  after., 
the  Auffrians,  at  the  hill  more  me¬ 
morable  battle  of  Liffa,  which  wrs 
followed  by  the  taking  of  Brehaf. , 
the  Englilh  began  to  talk  of  nothing 
but  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  victories. 
It  was  a  fcandal,  faid  they,  to  leave 
at  the  mercy  of  Fortune,  a  herc* 
who  ffiould  be  confidered  as  the 
champion  of  the  proteliant  caufe 
in  Germany,  and  the  only  prince  on, 
the  continent  worthy  of  the  alli¬ 
ance  of  England,  in  oppofition  to 
France.  His  portrait  was  every¬ 
where  to  be  leen,  and  was  the 
admiration  of  all  defcrfptions  of 
perfons.  His  birth -day  was  kept 
through  the  whole  ifland  with  as 
much  rejoicing,  as  if  at  Roffiach  he 
had  laved  England  from  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  French.  The  King 
took  the  advantage  of  this  public 
enthufiafm,  to  bring  once  more  up- 
on  the  carpet,  the  propohtion  of 
fending  an  army,  or  at  leall  a  large 
body  of  Englilh  troops,  to  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

The  connexion  between  England 
and  Pruffia  became  clofer  than  ever® 
By  means  of  Englilh  gold  they 
thought  of  reitpring  th£  emaciated 


[32]  ANECDOTES  OF  PITT,  THE  ENGLISH  MINISTER. 


army  of  Cumberland.  The  king  of 
Pruflia  infpired  a  new  life  into  it, 
by  appointing  for  its  commander 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  who  had 
lately  given  frefh  proofs  of  his  va¬ 
lour  at  Prague,  in  which  victory  he 
had  a  very  confiderable  Flare ;  and 
who,  in  concert  with  the  king,  af¬ 
terwards  performed  fuch  great  ex¬ 
ploits,  as  will  carry  his  name  to  the 
lateF  pollerity. 

“  The  next  year  large  reinforce¬ 
ments  of  Englifh  troops  were  fent  to 
Germany;  the  famous  treaty  of  fub- 
fidy  with  Pruffia  was  concluded  : 
then  it  was  that  Pitt  conceived  the 
idea  of  conquering  America  in  Ger¬ 
many,  conFrained,  as  he  himielf 
has  fince  acknowledged,  by  the  ne- 
ceflity  which  Englifh  minifters  will 
ever  be  under,  whilF  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  is  eledor  of  Han¬ 
over. 

“  Notwithftanding  Pitt  fent  troops 
to  the  electorate,  Englifh  armaments 
appeared  every  day  upon  the  coafls 
of  France.  One  would  imagine  that 
Under  him  the  number  of  people  was 
multiplied.  He  infpired  into  all, 
the  noble  third:  of  conqueft  and  of 
glory  :  that  rooted  animolity,  which 
has  always  fubFFed  between  the  Tail¬ 
ors  and  the  foldiers,  between  the 
commanders  by  fea  and  thole  by 
land,  he  found  means  to  convert 
into  a  laudable  emulation,  which 
fliould  molt  effectually  ferve  their 
country. 

“  The  whole  body  of  the  people 
repofe  an  unlimited  confidence  in 
th  is  minifter ;  and  he  has  contrived 
to  unite  all  parties,  and  to  banifh  dif- 
cord  from  their  parliament,  hitherto 
a  fcene  of  perpetual  diffenlion.  He 
requires  fit  teen,  fix  teen,  feventeen 
millions :  it  is  immediately  granted 
to  him,  and  with  reafon ;  for  he 
makes  as  good  ufe  of  it  as  prince 
Eugene  did  of  the  Englifh  money 
before  Turin.  You  know  how  he 


wrote  from  the  French  camp,  which 
he  had  Formed,  to  thofe  merchants 
who  had  advanced  the  fums  necef- 
fary  for  the  campaign  :  “I  have 
received  your  money,  and  I  hope 
that  I  have  employed  it  to  your  fatis- 
fadion.”  Pitt  may  fay  the  very 
'Tame  thing.  The  war  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  cofls  England  fix  millions  i'ier- 
ling  per  annum\  an  immenfe  fum  ! 
But  it  coFs  France  full  as  much  ; 
with  this  difference,  that  her  trade 
being  cut  off,  fhe  has  not  where¬ 
withal  to  fupply  fo  great  an  ex¬ 
pence  ;  and  has  been  obliged  to  take 
all  her  plate  to  the  mint :  on  the 
other  hand,  it  does  not  fall  fodfeavy 
on  England,  on  account  of  the  new 
fources  of  riches  which  flow  in  upon 
her  from  the  frefh  channels  of  trade 
which  her  victories  are  continually 
opening  to  her. 

44  Pitt  Letches  all  the  outlines  of 
the  different  operations,  though  he 
does  not,  perhaps,  finifh  the  picture. 
He  chides,  however,  perfons  whom, 
he  knows  to  be  equal  to  the  talk. 
He  gives  fcope  to  the  abilities  of  an 
Anfon,  a  Hawke,  a  Bofcawen,  a 
Saunders,  a  Granby,  a  Wolf,  a 
Murray,  and  an  AmherF  ;  and  does 
not  fufler  them  to  remain  inactive 
or  unemployed.  It  is  to  him  that 
England  is  indebted  for  that  fine 
illumination  which  was  exhibited 
laF  year  in  a  certain  houfe  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  which  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  had  its  particular  window  de¬ 
corated  with  an  infcription  :  the 
taking  of  Goree  and  Senegal  for 
Africa  ;  that  of  Surat  for  Afla ;  the 
victories  at  Minden,  Cadiz,  and 
Quiberon,  for  Europe ;  the  con- 
queF  of  Cape  Breton,  of  Quebec, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  for  America ;  an  illu¬ 
mination  that  the  Romans  never 
could  have  made,  for  want  of  a 
window.  This  year  fome  Englifh- 
man  may  perhaps  merit  the  title  of 
Americanus,  as  Pitt  has,  flnce  he 
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firil:  became  minifter,  that  of  ReftF  Epaminondas,  a  Themiftoeles,  m 
tYitoi  Biitamiiae.  ^  the  council  of  war*  is  worthy  of  co 

**  Such  a  man  as  this,  a  De-  operating  with  a  Frederick,’’ 
iuofthenes  i'n  the  parliament,  an 
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{From  the  Biographia  Dramatica.] 


*  T^HIS  gentleman,  who  may 
X  very  juftly  be  efteemed  as 
a  phenomenon  in  literary  hiftory, 
was  perhaps  one  of  the  moil  volu¬ 
minous  writers  that  this  or  any  other 
age  has  produced  ;  yet,  on  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  his  works,  it  will,  I 
am  afraid,  appear,  that  he  has  juft 
inverted  that  fentiment  of  Horace, 
which  his  name-fake  ehofe  for  the 
motto  of  his  Fatal  Vilion,  and  that 
the  doctor’s  maxim  will  appear  the 
diredt  contrary  to  the 

I  not  for  vulgar  admiration  write  ; 

To  be  well  read,  not  much,  is  my  delight. 

But  of  this  more  hereafter.  He  was 
the  fecond  fon  of  one  Mr.  Theophi- 
1  us  Hill,  a  clergyman,  if  I  miftake 
not,  of  either  Peterborough  or 
Spalding.  The  year  of  our  author’s 
birth  I  am  notabfolutely  afcertained 
of,  but  Should,  from  a  collection  of 
circumftances,  be  apt  to  conclude  it 
about  1716  or  1717,  as  in  the  year 
•2740  we  find  him  engaged  in  a  com 
troverfy  with  Mr.  Rich,  in  regard 
to  a  little  opera  called  Orpheus,  in 
which  much  perfonalabufe  appeared 
on  both  fides.  He  was  originally 
bound  apprentice  to  an  apothecary, 
after  ferving  his  time  to  whom,  he 
fet  up  in  that  profeffion  in  a  little 
fhop  in  St.  Martin’s  Lane  ;  but, 
having  very  early  incumbered  him- 
felf  with  the  cares  of  a  family,  by 
an  hafty  marriage  with  a  young  wo¬ 
man  of  no  fortune,  the  daughter  of 
one  Mr.Travers,  who  was  houftiold- 
2782. 


fteward  to  the  late  earl  of  Burling* 
ton,  and  whom  he  fell  in  love  with 
at  a  dancing,  he  found  the  little  bu* 
linefs  he  had  in  his  profeffion  infuf- 
ficient  for  the  fupport  of  it,  and 
therefore  Was  obliged  to  apply  to 
other  refources  to  help  out  the  poor 
pittance  he  could  obtain  by  his  re¬ 
gular  occupation.  Having,  during 
his  apprenticefhip,  attended  the  bo¬ 
tanical  ledlures  which  are  periodi¬ 
cally  given  under  the  patronage  of 
the  company  of  apothecaries,  and 
being  poffeffed  of  quick  natural  parts 
and  ready  abilities,  he  had  made 
himfelf  a  very  complete  mafter  of  the 
practical,  and  indeed  the  theoretical 
part  alfo,  of  botany  ;  and,  having, 
procured  a  recommendation  to  the 
late  duke  of  Richmond,  and  the  lord 
Petre,  two  noblemen,  whole  love  of 
fcience  and  conltant  encouragement 
of  genius  ever  did  honour  to  their 
country,  he  was  by  them  employed 
in  the  regulation  of  their  refpeiftive 
botanic  gardens,  and  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  certain  curious  dried  plants, 
which  they  were  in  pcfteffion  of. 
Affifted  bv  the  gratuities  he  received 
from  thefe  noblemen,  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  put  a  fcheme  in  execution 
of  travelling  over  feveral  parts  of 
this  kingdom,  to  gather  certain  of 
the  more  rare  and  uncommon  plants  ; 
a  feledf  number  of  which,  prepared 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  he  propofed 
to  publilh,  as  it  were,  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  at  a  certain  price.  The  labour 
C  and 
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and  expences  attendant  on  an  under¬ 
taking  of  this  kind,  however,  being 
very  great,  and  the  number  of  even 
probable  purchafers  very  few,  the 
emoluments  accruing  to  him  from  all 
his  induftry,  which  was  indeed  in¬ 
defatigable,  were  by  no  means  ade¬ 
quate  either  to  his  expectations  or 
his  merits.  The  ftage  now  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  him,  as  a  foil  in 

which  genius  mi. Hit  hand  a  chance 
-  ^  ° 

pt  flourishing.  But  this  plan  proved 
like  wife  abortive,  and,  after  two  or 
three*  unfuccefsful  attempts  at  the 
Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay-market, 
add  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Covent 
Garden,  he  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  his  pretenfions  to  the  fock  and 
bufkin,  and  apply  again  to  his  bo¬ 
tanical  advantages,  and  his  bulinefs 
as  an  apothecary. 

“  During  the  courfe  of  thefe  oc¬ 
currences,  he  was  introduced  to  the 
acquaintance  of  Martin  Folkes,  efq. 
the  late  prelident  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  to  Dr.  Alexander  Stuart,  Mr. 
Henry  Baker,  F.  R.  S.  and  many 
other  gentlemen  eminent  in  the  li¬ 
terary  and  pbilofophicai  world,  by 
all  of  whom  he  was  received  and  en¬ 
tertained,  on  every  occafion,  with 
the  utmoft  candour  and  warmth  of 
friendfhip;  being  efleemed  as  a  young 
man  of  very  conliderable  abilities, 
ftruggling  with  the  mo  ft  laudable 

on  O 

afliduitv  againft  the  dream  of  mis¬ 
fortune,  yet,  with  a  degree  of  bafh- 
ful  diffidence,  which  feemed  an  un- 
furmou  likable  bar  to  his  ever  being 
able  to  Hein  the  torrent,  or  make 
that  figure  in  life  which  his  merit 
juftly  entitled  him  to.  In  this  point 
of  view  Mr.  Hill  appeared  for  a 
confiderable  time,  admitted  to  every 
literary  aftembly,  efteemed  and  ca- 
relfed  by  all  the  individuals  which 
compofed  them,  yet  indigent  and 
diftvefled,  and  fometimes  put  to  dif¬ 
ficulties  for  the  obtaining  even  the 
common'  nec diaries  of  life.  At 


length,  about  the  year  1 745'  or  1 746, 
at  which  time  he  had  a  trifling  ap¬ 
pointment  of  apothecary  to  a  regi¬ 
ment  or  two  in  the  Savoy,  he  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Greek  a  fmall  trad, 
written  by  Theophraflus,  on  hones 
and  gems,  which,  by  the  addition 
of  a  great  number  of  very  judicious 
and  curious  notes,  he  enlarged  into 
an  oCtavo  volume  of  three  (hillings 
and  fix  pence  price,  which  formed 
aim  oft  a  complete  fyftem  of  that 
branch  of  Natural  Hiftory.  This 
work  he  published  by  fubfeription, 
and,  being  extremely  well  executed, 
and  as  ftrongfy  recommended  by  all 
his  literary  friends,  it  not  only  an- 
fwered  his  expectations  from  it  with 
refpeCt  to  pecuniary  advantages,  but 
alfo  eftabliftied  a  reputation  for  him 
as  a  writer,  in  confequence  of  which 
he  was  immediately  engaged  in  works 
of  more  extent,  and  of  greater  im¬ 
portance.  The  fir  ft  work  he  un¬ 
dertook  was  a  general  Natural  Hif¬ 
tory,  in  three  volumes,  folio,  the 
firft  of  which,  excluftve  of  other 
writings,  he  completed  in  lefs  than 
a  twelvemonth.  He  was  alfo  en¬ 
gaged,  in  conjunction  with  George 
Lewis  Scott,  efq.  in  a  Supplement 
to  Chambers’s  Dictionary.  He  took 
on  him  the  management  of  amonthly 
publication,  entitled  the  Britifh  Ma¬ 
gazine,  in  which  he  wrote  a  great 
variety  of  eflays  on  different  fub- 
jeCts  ;  and  was  at  the  fame  time  con¬ 
cerned  in  many  other  works.  In 
fhort,  the  rapidity  of  his  pen  was 
aftonifhing,  nor  will  it  perhaps  rea¬ 
dily  gain  credit  with  pofterity,  that 
while  he  was  thus  emn’-oved  in  fe- 

'  •  JT  J 

veral  very  voluminous  concerns  at 
one  time,  fome  of  which  were  on 
fubje&s  which  feemed  to  claim  fingly 
the  whole  of  his  attention,  and 
which  he  brought  to  perfection  with 
an  expedition  that  is  fcarcely  to  be 
conceived,  he  folely,  and  without 
any  aftiftance,  carried  on  a  daily  pe¬ 
riodical 


ANECDOTES  of  SIR  JOHN  HILL.  [35] 


riodical  Effay,  under  the  title  of  the 
Infpecfor.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
extraordinary  circu  m  dance  attending 
on  it ;  for,  notwithdanding  all  this 
employment)  io  much  leifure  did  he 
find  means  ever  to  referve  to  him- 
fell,  that  he  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  condant  frequenter  of  everyplace 
of  public  amufement.  No  play, 
opera,  ball  or  affemblv,  but  Mr. 
Hill  was  fure  to  be  feen  at,  where  he 
colledfed,  by  wholefale,  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  private  intrigue  andperfonal 
lean  dal,  which  he  as  freely  retailed 
again  to  the  public  in  his  Inipedtors 
and  Magazines, 

But  now  a  difpofition  began  to 
fliew  ltfelf  in  this  gentleman,  which 
thofe,  who  had  been  the  mod  inti¬ 
mate  with  him  in  his  earlier  parts  of 
life,  could  never  have  fufpedted  in 
him,  viz.  an.  unbounded  {hare  of  va¬ 
nity  and  felf-fufficiency,  which  had 
for  years  lain  dormant  behind  the 
mark  of  their  diredly  oppohte  quali¬ 
ties  of  humility  and  diffidence;  a 
pride,  which  was  perpetually  lay  ing 
claim  to  homage  by  no  means  his 
■due,  and  a  vindidfivenefs  which  ne¬ 
ver  could  forgive  the  refufal  of  it 
to  him.  Hence  it  was  that  per¬ 
sonal  abufe  and  the  moll  licen¬ 
tious  and  uncandid  feurrility  conti¬ 
nually  flowed  from  his  pen ;  every 
affront,  though  ever  fo  trivial,  which 
his  pride  met  with,  being  affuredly 
revenged  by  a  public  attack  011  the 
morals,  underffandings,  or  peculi¬ 
arities  of  the  perfon  from  whom  it 
had  been  received.  In  confequenee 
of  this  difpofition  we  find  him  very 
frequently  engaged  in  perfonal  dit- 
pures  and  quarrels  ;  particularly  in 
one  with  an  Irifh  gentleman,  of  the 
■name  of  Browne,  who,  on  finding 
ihimfelf  univerfally  confidered  as  the 
perfon  intended  by  a  very  ridiculous 
character  drawn  in  one  ol  the  I11- 
fpectors,  thought  proper  to  bellow 
Line  correction  on  him,  not  of  the 


gentled:  kind,  in  the  public  gardens 
at  Ranelagh,  which  however  Mr. 
Hill  does  nor  appear  to  have  replied 
to  with  any  other  weapon  but  his 
pen.  He  alfo  engaged  himfelf  in  a 
little  paper  war  with  Mr.  Wood¬ 
ward,  the  comedian,  in  confequenee 
of  an’iafult  that  gentleman  received, 
in  the  exercifeof  his  profeffion,  from 
a  gentleman  in  one  of  the  boxes. 
Mr.  Hill  wras  alfo  extremely  bufy 
in  the  opposition  againdthe  late  Mr. 
Henry  Fielding,  in  that  intricate 
and  inexplicable  affair  of  Elizabeth 
Canning.  But  the  raoft  important 
conteff  he  was  ever  concerned  in  was 
his  attack  on  the  Pvoyal  Society  of 
London,  which,  as  his  writings  011 
the  fubjedt  are  of  fame  extent,  and 
may  be  handed  down  to  pc  Ferity 
when  the  caufe  of  them  is  forgotten, 
it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  difagreeable 
to  my  readers,  if  I  take  up  a  fmali 
portion  of  their  time  in  a  detail  of 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  it. 

64  When  Mr.  Hill  had  -{farted all 
at  once,  as  I  have  before  related, 
from  a  date  of  indigence  and  dif- 
trefs,  to  tade  the  comforts  of  very 
confiderable  emoluments  from  his 
labour,  giddy  with  fuecefs,  and 
elated,  beyond  bounds,  with  the 
warm  funfhine  of  profperity,  he 
feemed  to  be  feized  with  a  kind  of 
infatuation.  Vanity  took  entire  pof- 
fedion  of  his  bofom,  and  banifhed 
from  thence  every  confideration  but 
of  fell.  His  con  ver  fat  ion  turned  on 
little  elfe,  and  even  his  very  writings 
were  tainted  with  perpetual  details 
of  every  little  occurrence  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  him.  A  paffion  fordrels, 
{hew  and  parade,  the  natural  atten¬ 
dants  on  felf-love,  now  broke  forth  ; 
he  fet  up  his  chariot,  and,  profefling 
to  aflame  the  character  of  a  mere 
man  of  pleafure,  gallantry,  and  bon 
ton,  aftedied  to  exprefs,  on  every 
occafion,  the  highed  contempt  for 
buiinefs  and  the  drier  kinds  of  dudy* 
C  2  Bis 
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His  raillery,  both  in  company  and 
in  his  writings,  frequently  turned  on 
thole  who  clofely  attached  them- 
felves  to  philofophical  inveffigations, 
more  efpecially  in  the  branches  of 
Natural  philofophy.  The  common¬ 
place  wit  of  abuling  the  Medal - 
Scraper,  the  Butterfly-Hunter,  the 
Cockle-lhell- Merchant,  &c.  now  ap¬ 
peared  in  fome  of  his  Magazines  and 
Infpedtors ;  and  in  two  or  three  places 
lie  even  indulged  fome  diflant glances 
of  fatire  at  the  Royal  Society.  Not- 
with  handing  which,  however,  when 
the  fupplement  to  Chambers’s  Die- . 
tionary  was  nearly  finifhed,  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  that  work,  very  fenflble 
of  the  weight  which  an  F.  R.  S.  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  author’s  name,  ever 
has  in  the  recommendation  of  a 
work  of  that  nature,  were  very  de- 
lirous  that  Mr.  Hill  (who  had  juft 
before  this  purchafed  a  diploma  for 
the  degree  of  doctor  of  phyfic  from 
the  Scotch  univerflty  of  St.  An¬ 
drews)  (hould  alfo  have  this  addi¬ 
tion  as  well  ,as  Mr.  Scott,  his  col¬ 
league  in  the  work.  In  confequence 
of  this  their  deflgn,  the  new  Dr. 
Hill  procured  Mr.  Scott  to  propofe 
him  for  election  into  that  honour¬ 
able  body  ;  but  the  doctor’s  conduct 
for  fome  time  pafl  having  been  fuch 
as  had  rendered  him  the  object  of 
contempt  to  fome,  of  difguft  to 
others,  and  of  ridicule  to  almoft  all 
the  reft  of  his  former  grave  and  phi¬ 
lofophical  acquaintances,  he  now 
Hood  but  a  very  indifferent  chance 
for  carrying  an  eledtion,  where  an 
oppofirion  of  one  third  was  fufficient 
to  rejedt  the  candidate;  arid  as  the 
failing  in  that  attempt  might  have 
done  our  author  more  eftential  pre¬ 
judice  than  the  lucceeding  in  it 
could  even  have  brought  him  ad¬ 
vantage,  the  late  ingenious  and  wor¬ 
thy  prefldent,  Martin  Folkes,  efq. 
whole  remembrance  muft  ever  live 
in  the  higheft  eftimario.il  with  all 


SIR  JOHN  HILL* 

who  ever  had  the  honour  of  know¬ 
ing  him,  notwithftanding  that  Dr. 
Hill  had  given  him  perfonal  occa- 
ficn  of  offence  againft  him,  yet  with 
the  utmoft  generality  and  candour, 
advifed  Mr.  Scott  to  difluade  his 
friend,  for  his  own  fake,  againft  ii 
deflgn  which  there  appeared  fo  little 
probability  of  his  lucceeding  in. 
This  advice,  however,  Dr.  Hill,  in- 
ftead  of  confldering  it  in  the  gene¬ 
rous  light  it  was  meant,  mifinter- 
preted  into  a  prejudiced  oppofition 
againft  his  intereft  ;  and  would  have 
perfifted  in  bis  intention,  even  in  de- 
fpight  of  it,  had  not  his  being  un¬ 
able  to  obtain  the  fubfeription  of 
the  requiftte  number  of  members  to 
his  recommendation,  obliged  him  to 
lay  it  alide,  from  a  conviction  that 
he  could  not  expect  to  carry  an  elec¬ 
tion  in  a  body  compofed  of  three 
hundred  members,  of  which  he 
could  not  prevail  on  three  to  fet 
their  names  to  the  barely  recom¬ 
mending  him  as  a  candidate.  Thus 
difappointed,  his  vanity  piqued,  and 
his  pride  lowered,  no  relief  was  left 
him  but  railing  and  feurrility  ;  for 
which  purpofe,  declaring  open  war 
with  the  fociety  in  general,  he  firft 
publilhed  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  A 
Diftertation  on  Royal  Societies,  in  a 
letter  from  a  Sclavonian  \nobleman 
in  London  to  his  friend  in  Sclavo- 
nia,t  which,  beftdes  the  moft  ill- 
mannered  and  unjuft  abufe  on  the 
whole  learned  body,  he  had  been 
juft  aiming,  in  vain,  to  become  a 
member  ©f,  is  interlarded  with  the 
grafted  perfonal  feurrility  on  the 
characters  of  Mr.  Folkes  and  Mr. 
Henry  Baker,  two  gentlemen  to 
whom  Dr.  Hill  had  formerly  been 
under  the  greateft  obligations,  and 
whofe  refpective  reputations  in  both 
the  moral  and  literary  world  had 
long  been  too  firmly  eflabliflied  for 
the  weak  efforts  of  a  difappointed 
fcribbler  to  (hake  or  undermine. 

Not 
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*Not  contented  with  this,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  compile  together  a  large 
quarto  volume,  entitled,  A  Review 
of  the  Works  of  the  Royal  Society,  in 
which,  by  the  molt  unfair  quota¬ 
tions,  mutilations,  and  mifreprefent- 
ations,  numbers  of  the  papers,  read 
in  that  illuftrious  affembly,  and  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  title  of  the  Phiiofi  * 
phical  Tranfadtions,  are  endeavoured 
to  be  rendered  ridiculous.  This 
work  is  ufhered  into  the  world  with 
a  molt  abufive  and  infamous  dedica- 
tion  to  Martin  Folkes,  efq.  againft 
whom,  and  the  aforementioned  Mr. 
Henry  Baker,  the  weight  of  this 
furious  attack  was  chiefly  aimed ; 
lince  of  the  few  other  authors,  who 
have  been  dragged  in  to  fuffer  the 
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iafh  of  the  dodtor’s  abufe,  much  the 
greateft  part  of  them  feem  to  have 
had  no  claim  to  his  relent ment,  but 
that  of  being  correfpondents  of,  or 
their  pieces  being  communicated  by, 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  gentlemen. 
But  here  again  Dr.  Hill  met  with 
a  difappointment ;  for  the  perfons, 
whom  he  had  thus  unjufily  and 
ungratefully  attacked,  being  great¬ 
ly  above  the  reach  of  his  ma¬ 
lice,  he  found  the  ill  effedts  of  it, 
like  a  recoiling  piece,  revert  on 
himfelf :  the  world,  inftead  of  laugh¬ 
ing  with  him,  defpifed  him  ;  thole, 
who  would  have  otherwife  been  the 
principal  purchafers  of  his  philolb- 
phicai  writings,  were  now  too  much 
exafperated  to  afford  him  the  lead: 
encouragement  or  affidance.  By  giv¬ 
ing  fo  ample  a  lcope  to  perfonal 
Bander  and  fcurriious  abufe  in  feme 
of  his  works,  and  by  his  too  great 
hurry,  and  the  impoflibility  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  proper  digeftion  to  others,  he 
made  himfelf  fo  many  perfonal  ene¬ 
mies  on  the  one  hand,  and  wrote 
himfelf  fo  out  of  repute,  both  with 
the  town  and  the  bookfellers.,  on  the 
other,  that  at  length,  even  when 
employed  by  the  latter,  he  was 
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obliged,  bycontradf,  to  conceal  from 
the  former  his  being  the  author, 
from  the  confideration  that  his  very 
name  was  fufficient  to  damp  the  fale 
of  any  piece  to  which  it  might  be 
affixed.  This,  however,  did  not 
prevent  his  engaging'in  many  works, 
though  not  fo  voluminoufly  as  be¬ 
fore,  till  at  length  he  hit  upon  an¬ 
other  method  for  getting  money, 
which,  as  I  am  informed,  brought 
him  a  very  confiderable  income. 
This  was  no  ether  than  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  certain  Ample  medicines, 
whofe  effects  are  very  ferviceable  in 
many  cafes,  and,  being  inodly .  of 
the  vegetable  kind,  are,  I  believe, 
very  inoffenfive  in  all.  Thefe  me¬ 
dicines.  in  confequence  of  condant 
advertifements  and  puffing,  have  had 
a  very  extenflve  fale  and  confump- 
tion,  and  are,  I  think,  chiefly  of  four 
forts,  viz.  The  Effience  of  Water- 
Dock,  Tindiure  of  Valerian,  Pedtorai 
Ballam  of  Honey,  and  Tincture  of 
Bardana.  .  Dr.  Hill  was,  for  feme 
time,  warmly  patronized  by  the  earl 
of  Bute,  through  whofe  interefl,  I 
have  been  informed,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  management  of  the  royal 
gardens,  but,  by  what  means  f  know 
not,  the  grant  was  never  confirmed., 
Under  that  nobleman’s  patronage, 
and,  I  believe,  at  his  expence,  the 
dodtor  publifhed  a  very  pompous  and 
voluminous  botanical  work,  entitled, 
A  Syllem  of  Botany,  with  a  great 
number  of  elegant  and  magnificent 
copper-plates. 

“  About  the  fame  time  he  fre¬ 
quently  appeared  at  the  magnificent 
routes  ot  the  late  dutchefs  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  where,  had  he  not 
been  generally  known,  the  fplendor 
of  his  drefs  might  have  denoted  him 
to  be  fome  perfon  of  real  confe¬ 
quence  and  fortune.  But  as  the 
frequenters  of  this  elegant  affembly 
took  not  the  flighted  notice  of  him, 
his  fituation  among  the  great  and 
C  3  polite 
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polite  was  rather  an  object  of  com- 
jniferation  than  envy. 

44  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
was  honoured  by  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den  with  the  order  of  Val'a,  and  died 
in  November,  1775,  of  the  gout,  a 
ditorder,  which,  though  he  profeffed 
to  cure  in  others,  he  was  unable  to 
root  out  of  his  own  conftirution. 
He  was  buried  at  Denham. 

44  And  now,  having  related  what 
peculiar  circumflances  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  in  regard  to  his  life,  it 

o  ; 

may  be  expected  that  i  fhould  give 
iome  obfervations  with  refpedt  to  his 
character ;  yet  thefe  I  Hi  all  here 
confine  only  to  his  literary  one,  and 
the  rank  of  merit  which  his  writings 
ought  to  Hand  in.  Dr.  Bill’s  great- 
eft  enemies  could  not  deny  that  he 
was  mailer  of  con  fide  rable  abilities, 
and  an  amazing  quicknefs  of  parts. 
The  rapidity  of  his  pen  was  ever 
aftonifhmg,  and  I  hav$  even  been 
credibly  informed,  that  he  has  been 
known  to  receive,  within  one  year, 
no  lefts  than  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  works  of  his  own  (Ingle  hand  : 
which,  as  he  was  never  in  inch  efti- 
m alien  as  to  be  entitled  to  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  price  for  his  copies,  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  leaf!  three  time’s  as  much  as 
ever  was  made  by  any  one  writer  in 
the  fame  period  of  time.  But,  had  he 
written  much  lefts ,  he  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  much  more  read.  The 
vaft  variety  of  fubjefls  he  handled, 
certainly  required  fuch  a  fund  of  uni- 
verfal  knowledge,  and  fuch  a  bound - 
lefts  genius,  as  were  never,  perhaps, 
known  to  center  in  any  one  man  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wonder¬ 
ed  at,  it,  in  regard  to  fome,  he  ap¬ 
pears  very  inaccurate,  in  fome  very 
fuperftciaJ,  and,  in  others,  very  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  talk  he  had  under¬ 
taken.  His  works,  in  the  philofto- 
phieal  way,  are  what  he  feemed  moil 
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likely  to  have  purchafed  future  fame 
by,  had  he  allowed  himfelf  time  to 
have  digefted  the  knowledge  he  was 
pofftefied  of,  or  adhered  to  that  pre- 
cifion  with  regard  to  veracity,  which 
the  relation  of  literary  faffs  fo  rigid¬ 
ly  demands.  His  novels,  of  which 
he  has  written  many,  fuch  as  the 
Hiftory  of  Mr.  Lovell  (in  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the 
world  he  bad  given  the  detail  of  his 
own  life),  the  adventures  of  a  Cre¬ 
ole,  the  Life  of  Lady  Frail,  &c.  have, 
in  fome  parts  of  them,  incidents  not 
difiigreeably  related  ;  but  the  moft  of 
them  are  no  more  than  narratives 
of  private  intrigues,  containing, 
throughout,  the  grolTeil  calumnies, 
and  aiming  at  the  blackening  and 
undermining  the  private  characters 
of  many  lefpebfable  and  amiable 
penen ages,  in  his  E flays,  which 
are  by  much  the  Left  of  his  writ¬ 
ings,  there  is,  in  general,  a  liveli- 
nefs  of  imagination,  and  a  pretti- 
nefs  in  the  manner  of  extending 
perhaps  fome  very  trivial  thought, 
which,  at  the  fir  ft  coup  d’oeil,  is 
pieafng  enough,  and  may,  with  ma¬ 
ny,  be  miftaken  for  wit;  but,  on  a 
nearer  examination,  the  imagined 
fieri  mg  will  be  found  to  dwindle 
down  into  mere  French  plate.  A 
continued  ufe  of  fmart  fhort  periods, 
bold  affertions,  and  a  retain  of  cyot- 
lfms,  for  the  moft  part  give  a  glitter 
to  them,  which,  however,  prefently 
fullies  to  the  eye,  and  feldom  tempts 
the  ftpedlator  to  a  fecond  glance.  In 
a  word,  the  utmoft  that  can  be  faid 
of  Dr.  Hill,  is,  that  he  had  talents, 
but  that  he,  in  general,  either  great¬ 
ly  mifapplied  them,  or  moft  mifer- 
ably  hackneyed  them  out. 

u  As  a  dramatic  writer,  he  (lands 
in  no  eftimation,  nor  has  been  known 
in  that  view  by  any  thing  but  three 
very  insignificant  little  pieces.” 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


« <  r~g~^  HIS  well-known  author  was 
JL  was  bom  at  Truro,  in  Corn- 
Wall,  but  in  what  year  I  know  not. 
Jr] is  father,  John  Foote,  enjoyed  the 
polls  of  commiffioner  of  the  prize- 
office  and  fine-contrabt.  His  mo¬ 
ther  was  heirels  of  the  Dineley  and 
Goodere  families,  and  to  her,  in 
conlequence  of  an  unhappy  and  fa¬ 
tal  quarrel  between  her  two  bro¬ 
thers,  Sir  John  Dineley  Goodere, 
bart.  and  Sir  Samuel  Goodere,  cap¬ 
tain  of  his  majefty’s  fliip  the  Ruby, 
which  terminated  in  the  lofs  of  life 
to  both,  the  Dineley  eft  ate,  which 
was  of  great  value,  defeended.  He 
received  his  education  at  Worcefter 
College,  formerly  Glouceffer-Hall, 
Oxon,  which  owed  its  foundation 
and  change  of  name  to  Sir  Thomas 
Cooks  Winford,  bait,  a  fecond  cou- 
fin  ot  our  author’s.  From  the  Uni- 
verfity-  he  was  removed  to  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  being  deiigned  for  the  ft'udy  of 
the  law  ;  in  which  it  is  mofl  proba¬ 
ble  that  his  great  oratorical  talents, 
and  powers  of  mimickry  and  hu¬ 
mour,  would  have  ffiewn  themfelves 
m  a  very  confpicuous  light.  The 
drynels  and  gravity  of  this  fludy, 
however,  not  fuitinp*  the  more  vola- 
tile  vivacity  of  his  difpolition,  he 
chofe  rather  to  employ  thofe  talents 
in  a  Iphere  of  action  to  which  they 
feemed  better  adapted,  viz.  on  the 
ftage,  in  the  purfuit  of  which,  the 
repeated  proofs  he  received  of  the 
public  approbation,  bear  the  ftrong- 
eft  teftimonials  to  his  merit.  His 
fir  ft  appearance  was  in  the  part  of 
Othello  ;  but  whether  he  early  dis¬ 
covered  that  his  forte  did  not  lye  in 
tragedy,  or.  that  his  genius  could 
not  bear  the  being  only  a  repeater 
of  the  works  of  others,  he  foon 
ft  ruck  out  into  a  new.  and  untrodden 


path,  in  which  he  at  once  attained 
the  two  great  ends  of  affording  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  public  and  emo¬ 
lument  to  him  lei  f.  This  was  by 
taking  on  himfelf  the  double  cha- 
r abler  of  author  and  performer,  in 
which  light,  in  1747,  he  opened  the 
little  theatre  in  the  Flay  marker,  with 
a  dramatic  piece  of  his  own  writings 
called  The  Diver  lions  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing-.  This  piece  con  lifted  of  nothing 
more  than  the  introduction  of  feveral 
well-known  charablers  in  real  life, 
whofe  manner  of  converfation  and 
expreffion,  this  author  had  very  hap¬ 
pily  hit,  in  the  dibiion  of  his  drama, 
and  ftili  more  happily  reprefented 
on  the  ftage,  by  an  exabt  and  moft 
amazing  imitation,  not  only  of  the 
manner  and  tone  of  voice,  but  even 
of  the  very  perfons,  of  thofe  whom 
he  intended  to  take  off.  Among 
thefe  charablers,  there  was  in  parti¬ 
cular,  a  certain  phylician,  who  was 
much  better  known  from  the  oddity 
and  Angularity  of  his  appearance  and 
converfation,  than  from  his  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  prablice  of  his  profef- 
fton.  The  celebrated  chevalier  Tay¬ 
lor  the  oculift,  who  was  at  that 
time  in  the  height  of  his  vogue  and 
popularity,  was  alfo  another  objebl, 
and  indeed  a  deferved  one,  of  Mr. 
Foote’s  mimickry  and  ridicule  ;  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  piece,  under 
the  charabler  of  a  theatrical  director, 
this  gentleman  took  Gif,  with  great 
humour  and  accuracy,  the  feveral 
ftyl.es  of  abting  of  every  principal 
performer  of  the  Englilh  ftage. 

“  This  performance  at  firft  met 
with  fome  little  oppofition  from  the 
civil  magiftrates  of  Weftminfter, 
under  the  fanbtion  of  the  abt  of  par¬ 
liament  for  limiting  the  number  of 
ploy-houfes.  But  the  author  being 
C  4  patron 
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tdzed  by  many  of  the  principal  no¬ 
bility  and  others,  this  oppofition 
was  over-ruled,  and  with  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  title  of  his  piece  to  that 
of  Mr,  Foote*s  giving  Tea  to  his 
Friends,  he  proceeded  without  far¬ 
ther  moleflatioo,  and  reprefented  it 
through  a  run  of  upwards  of  forty 
mornings,  to  crowded  and  fplendid 
audiences, 

“  The  enfuing  feafon  he  pro¬ 
duced  another  piece  of  the  fame 
kind,  which  he  called  an  Audtion  of 
Pictures.  In  this  he  introduced  fe- 
ve'ral  new  characters,  all  however 
popular  ones,  and  extremely  well 
known,  particularly  Sir  Thomas  de 
Veil,  then  the  ading  juftice  of  peace 
for  Weftrninfter  ;  Mr.  Cock,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  audioneer,  and  the  equally 
famous  orator  Henley.  This  piece 
had  alfo  a  very  great  run, 

u  Neither  of  the  abovementlon- 
ed  pieces  have  yet  appeared  in  print, 
nor  would  they  perhaps  give  any 
very  great  pleafure  in  the  clofet ; 
for,  confiding  principally  of  cha¬ 
racters  whofe  peculiar  Angularities 
could  never  be  perfedly  reprefented 
in  black  and  white,  they  might  pro¬ 
bably  appear  flat  and  infipid,  when 
di veiled  of  that  ftrong  colouring 
which  Mr.  Foote  had  given  them  in 
his  perfonal  reprefentation  s  for  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  in 
this  place,  that  he  himfelf  repre¬ 
fented  all  the  principal  charaders  in 
each  piece,  which  flood  in  need  of 
his  mimick  powers  to  executb,  fhift- 
ing  from  one  to  another  with  all  the 
dexterity  of  a  Proteus.  He  now, 
however,  preceded  to  pieces  of  fome- 
what  more  dramatic  regularity,  his 
Knights  being  the  produce  ol  an  en- 
fuinp-  feafon.  Yet  in  this  alfo, 
though  his  plot  and  charaders  leem- 
ed  lefs  immediately  perfonal,  it  was 
apparent  that  he  kept  fome  particu¬ 
lar  real  perfonages  flrongly  in  his 
.eye,  in  the  performance,  and  the 


town  took  on  themfelyes  to  fix  them 
where  the  refemblance  appeared  to 
be  the  moft  flriking.  It  would  be 
fuperfluous  in  this  place  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  courfe  of  this  gentleman’s 
dramatic  progrefs  as  to  all  the  re- 
fpedive  pieces  which  he  has  flnee 
written  and  performed,  as  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  each  of  them  may 
be  feen,  under  its  proper  head,  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  this  work* 
Let  it  here  fuffice  therefore  to  ob-* 
ferve^  that  he  continued  from  time 
to  time  to  entertain  the  public,  by 
feleding  for  their  ufe,  fuch  charac¬ 
ters,  as  well  general  as  individual, 
as  feemed  moft  likely  to  contribute 
to  the  exciting  our  innocent  laughs 
ter,  and  beft  anfwer  the  principal  end 
of  dramatic  writings  of  the  comic 
kind,  viz.  the  relaxation  of  the  mind 
from  the  fatigue  of  buftnefs  or  anx-* 
iety. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  his  per¬ 
formances. 

1.  Tafte,  C.  gvo.  1 7  $2. 

2.  The  Englifnman  in  Paris.  C, 
Bvo.  1733. 

3.  The  Knights.  C.  8vo.  1754. 

4.  The  Englifliman  returned  from 
Paris,  F.  8vo»  1756, 

5.  The  Author.  C,  8vo.  17^7. 

6.  The  Piverflons  of  the  Morn-* 
ing.  F.  1738.  N.  P. 

7.  The  Minor,  C.  8vo.  1760. 

8.  The  Lyar,  C,  1761.  printed 
8vo,  1 764. 

9.  The  Orators,  C,  8vo.  1762, 

10.  The  Mayor  of  Gamut.  C, 
8vo,  1763. 

11.  The  Patron.  C.  8vo.  1764, 

12.  The Commiflary.  C.  8vo,i  763, 

1  3.  Prelude,  on  opening  the  the¬ 
atre,  1767. 

14.  The  Devil  upon  Twm  Sticks, 
C.  1768  printed  8vo,  1778, 

15.  The  Lame  Lover,  Q.  gvo, 

16.  The  Maid  of  Bath,  C.  1771, 
printed  8vo,  1778, 

'  17.  The 


LIFE  OF  SAMUEL  FOOTE,  ESQ^  [14] 


17.  The  Nabob.  C.  1772.  print¬ 
ed  8vo.  1778. 

iS.  Piety  in  Pattens.  F.  1773. 
N.  P. 

19.  The  Bankrupt. ,C.  8vo.  1775. 

20.  The  Cozeners.  C.  1774. 
printed  8vo.  1778. 

21.  The  Capuchin.  C.  177b, 
printed  8vo.  1778. 

22.  A  Trip  to  Calais.  C.  8vo. 

I778-. 

Befides  thefe  pieces  Mr.  Foote 
fuffered  his  name  to  be  put  to  a  work 
entitled,  The  Comic  Theatre,  in  5 
vols.  1 2mo.  being  a  tranflation  of  a 
number  of  French  comedies.  Of 
thefe  however,  we  are  allured  the 
firft  only,  viz.  The  Young  Hypo¬ 
crite,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  him. 

The  following  is  the  lift  of  them. 

Vol.  L  The  Young  Hypocrite. 
The  Spendthrift.  The  Triple  Mar¬ 
riage. 

Vo].  II.  The  Imaginary  Obftacle. 
The  Sifters.  The  Libertine ;  or, 
The  Hidden  Treafure. 

Vol.  III.  The  Legacy;  or,  The 
Fortune  Hunter.  The  Generous  Ar¬ 
tifice  ;  or,  The  Reformed  Rake.  The 
Whimficai  Lovers ;  or,  The  Double 
Infidelity. 

Vol.  IV.  The  Blunderer.  The 
Amorous  (Quarrel.  The  Conceited 
Ladies.  The  Forced  Marriage. 

Vol.  V.  The  Man  Hater.  The 
Faggot-binder ;  or,  The  Mock  Doc¬ 
tor.  The  Gentleman  Cit. 

To  proceed  with  Mr.  Foote’s  hif- 
tory.  From  the  year  1752  to  1761, 
he  continued  to  perform  at  one  of 
the  theatres  every  feafon  as  fancy  or 
intereft  dire  Ted  his  choice, 'generally 
Tor  a  ftated  number  of  nights;  and 
on  thefe  engagements  he  ufually 
brought  out  a  new  piece.  In  this 
.courfe  he  went  on  until  a  very  preff- 
Inp;  embarraflment  in  his  affairs  com- 

O 

pel  led  him  to  perform  The  Minor 
at  the  Hay  Market  in  the  fummer 
of  the  year  3760,  with  fuch  a  com¬ 


pany  as  he  could  haftily  col  left. 
The  fuccefs  of  this  attempt  feems 
to  have  fuggefted  to  him  the  fcheme 
of  occupying  that  theatre  when  the 
others  were  fhut  up  ;  and  from  the 
year  1762,  until  the  feafon  before 
his  death,  he  regularly  performed 
there,  and  acquired  a  very  confider- 
able  income,  which,  as  ceconomy 
was  not  to  be  numbered  among  his 
excellencies,-  he  generally  expended 
in  the  gratification  equally  of  his 
vices  and  virtues,  being  at  times 
both  generous  and  extravagant.  In 
February  1766,  he  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  fall  from  his  horfe,  while  at 
lord  Mexborough’s  feat  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  on  a  vifit,  when  the  duke  of 
York  alfo  was  there.  It  is  generally 
fuppofed  that  this  accident  facili¬ 
tated  his  application  for  a  patent, 
which  he  obtained  on  the  9th  of 
July,  in  the  fame  year.  As  he  was 
ever  attentive  to  fuch  temporary  cir- 
cumftances  as  would  afford  fubjeTs 
of  ridicule,  fo  he  was  not  at  all 
fcrupulous  whom  he  offended  in  his 
fatirical  career.  In  1776,  he  drew 
a  character  intended  for  a  lady  o£ 
quality  then  much  talked  of,  who 
had  influence  enough  to  obtain  a 
prohibition  to  bis  play  being  repre- 
fented,  and  in  the  controverfy  which 
this  incident  occafloned,  fome  impu¬ 
tations  were  thrown  out  againft  his 
charaTer,  too  grofs  to  be  recorded, 
and  of  too  vile  a  nature  to  be  be¬ 
lieved  without  the  cleared:  evidence. 
This  dilpute  had  hardly  fubfided, 
when  a  legal  charge  was  made  againft 
him  for  an  offence  fimilar  to  that  be¬ 
fore  alluded  to  ;  and  it  is  but  juftice 
to  his  memory  to  declare,  that  the 
accufation  was  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  originated  in  malice,  and  that 
he  was  acquitted  by  the  direction, 
and  agreeably  to  the  fentiments,  of 
the  learned  judge  who  tried  him, 
after  a  very  long  and  ftriT  invefti- 
gation  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
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the  affair.  The  fhoek  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  this  diigraceful  fituation 
is  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  fatal  effect 
upon  him.  A  few  months  after¬ 
wards  he  wTas  feized,  while  on  the 
fiage,  with  a  paralytic  fit,  from 
which  he  recovered  diffidently  to 
fpend  the  fummer  at  Brighthclm- 
ftonc,  and  from  thence,  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  winter,  was  advifed  to  re¬ 
move  to  France.  On  the  20th  of 
October,  1777,  he  arrived  at  Dover, 
intending  immediately  to  proceed  to 
Calais.  But  about  eleven  o’clock 
nest  morning  he  complained  of  a 
fhjvering,  and  went  to  bed,  where 
he  was  lei  z  ed  with  another  fit, 
which  lailefd  three  hours ;  after  it 
was  over  he  lay  very  compofed,  and 
Denied  inclined  to  'deep;  in  a  few 
minutes  he  began  to  breathe  in  a 
moaniijg  tone,  and  at  length  fetched 
a  deep  fig.h,  and  expired.  He  was 
buried  in  Wedminder-Abbey. 

44  Mr,  Foote’s  dramatic  works  are 
all  to  be  ranked  among  the  petite 
pieces  of  the  theatre,  as  he  never  at¬ 
tempted  any  thing  which  attained 
the  bulk  of  the  more  perfect  drama. 
In  the  execution  of  them  they  are 
iometim.es  loofe,  negligent,  and  un- 
imifjied,  feeming  rather  to  be  the 
hafty  productions  of  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius,  whole  Pcgafus,  though  indued 
with  fire,  has  no  inclination  for  fa¬ 
tigue,  than  the  laboured  finifliings 
of  a  pro  fed:  dramatift  aiming  at  im¬ 
mortality.  Id  is  plots  are  fomewhat 
irregular,  and  their  catadrophes  not 
always  oonclufive  or  perfectly  wound 
up.  Y st,  with  all  thefe  little  defi¬ 
ciencies',  it  mud  be  confeffied  that 
they  contain  more  of  one  effential 
property  of  comedy,  viz.  ftrong 
char  after,  than  the  writing  of  any 
other  of  ©ur  modern  authors ;  and 
although  the  didion  of  his  dialogue 
may  not,  from  the  general  tenor  of 
his  fubj»ds,  either  require,  or  ad¬ 
mit  of,  the  wit  of  a  Congreve,  or 


the  elegance  of  an  Etherege,  yet  it 
is  condantly  embeilifhed  with  num¬ 
ber  Ids  drokes  of  keen  fatire,  and 
touches  of  temporary  humour,  fuch 
as  only  the  cleared  judgment  and 
deeped  difeernment  could  didate  ; 
and  though  the  language  fpoken  by 
his  characters  may  at  fil'd  fight  feem 
not  the  mod  accurate  and  corred, 
yet  it  will,  on  a  clofer  examination, 
be  found  entirely  dramatical,  as  it 
contains  numbers  of  thefe  natural 
minutiae  of  ex  predion,  on  which  the 
very  bails  of  character  is  frequently 
founded,  and  which  render  it  the 
trued,  mirrour  of  the  converfation 
of  the  times  he  wrote  in. 

64  It  has  been  objeded  again d 
Mr,  Foote,  that  the  introdudion  of 
real  characters  on  the  dage  was  not 
only  ungenerous,  but  cruel  and  un¬ 
juft  ;  and  that  the  rendering  any 
perfon  the  objed  of  public  ridicule 
and  laughter,  was  doing  him  the 
mod  eflential  injury  poffible,  as  it 
was  wounding  the  human  bread  in 
the  tendered  point,  viz.  its  pride 
and  felt-opinion.  Yet  I  cannot  think 
this  charge  fo  ftrony  as  the  vehe- 

O  mm 

ment  opponents  of  mimickry  would 
have  it  appear  to  be.  Mr.  P'oote 
himfelf,  in  his  Minor,  has  very  pro-’ 
perly  didinguillied  who  are  the  pro¬ 
per  objeds  of  ridicule,  and  the  legal 
vidims  to  the  lafii  of  fatire  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  thofe  who  appear  what  they 
are  .y of,  or  would  be  what  they  can¬ 
not,  When  hypocrify  and  diffim il¬ 
lation  would  lay  fnares  for  the  for¬ 
tunes,  or  contaminate  the  principles 
of  mankind,  it  is  furely  but  juftic© 
to  the  world  to  withdraw  the  maik, 
and  drew  their  natural  faces  with  the 
diftortions  and  {hocking  deformities 
they  are  really  poffeded  of.  And 
when  affedation  or  fingularity  over¬ 
bear  the  more  valuable  parts  of  any 
perfon’s  charader,  and  render  thole 
difagreeable  and  wearifome  compa¬ 
nions,  who,  cliveded  of  jhofe  cha¬ 
rge* 
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rafter!  die  foibles,  might  be  valuable, 
feniible,  and  entertaining  members 
of  the  community,  it  is  themfelves 
furely  who  aft  the  ridiculous  part 
on  the  more  extenlive  ftage  of  the 
world  ;  and  it  fhould  rather  be 
deemed  an  aft  of  kindnefs,  both  to 
the  perfons  themfelves  and  their  ac¬ 
quaintance,  to  fet  up  fuch  a  mirrour 
before  them,  as  by  pointing  out  to 
themfelves  their  abfurd  peculiarities 
(and  who  is  without  fome  ?)  afford 
them  an  opportunity,  by  amend¬ 
ment,  to  defiroy  the  refemblance, 
and  fo  avoid  the  ridicule  :  fuch  a 
fort  of  kindnefs  as  it  would  be  to 
lead  a  perfon  to  a  looking-glafs 
who  had  put  on  his  peruke  the 
wrong  dde  foremoft,  inftead  of  fuf- 
ferino-  him  in  that  condition  to 
-run  the  gauntlet  in  the  mall  or 
the  playhoufe,  where  he  muff  per¬ 
ceive  the  titter  of  the  whole  allem- 
bly  railed  againff  him,  without 


knowing  on  what  account  it  is  raif- 
ed,  or  by  what  means  to  put  a  Hop 
to  it.  In  a  word,  if  a  hr  Penurious 
Trifle,  a  Peter  Paragraph,  or  a  Cad- 
wallader,  have  ever  had  their  origin¬ 
als  in  real  life,  let  thole  originals 
keep  their  own  counfel,  remember 
the  qui  caplt ,  Me  facit ,  and  reform 
their  refpeftive  follies.  Nor  can  I 
help  being  of  opinion,  that  an  author 
of  this  kind  in  fome  refpefts  is  more 
ufeful  to  the  age  he  lives  in,  than, 
thofe  who  only  range  abroad  into 
the  various  fcenes  of  life  for  gene- 
ral  character.  And  although  Mr0 
Foote’s  dramatic  pieces  may  not 
perhaps  have  the  good  fortune  to 
attain  immortality,  or  be  perfeftly 
reliihed  by  the  audiences  of  a  future 
age,  yet,  i  cannot  deny  him  here 
the  juftice  of  bearing  llrong  tefti- 
mony  to  his  merits,  and  ranking 
him  among  the  firff  of  the  drama- 
lifts  of  thisM 


ACCOUNT  of  MARTIN  FOLKES,  Efq.  fome  Time  President 

of  the  Royal  Society. 

[From  Air.  Nichols’s  u  Biographical  and  Literary  Anecdotes  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Bowyer,  Printer,  F.  S.  A.  and  of  many  of  his  learned  Friends.”] 


44  1\  /T  ARTIN  Folkes,  efq.  was 
[VI  defcended  of  a  good  family, 
and  eldeft  fon  of  Martin  Folkes, 
efq,  courifellor  at  law,  by  his  wife 
Dorothy,  one  of  two  daughters  and 
coheirs  of  William  Ho  veil,  of  Hil- 
lington-hall,  near  Lynn,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  knight ;  the  other 
daughter  being  married  to  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Wake,  afterwards  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury.  He  was  born  in  the 
parifn  of  St.  Giles’s  in  the  Fields,  in 
the  city  of  Weftrninder,  on  the  25th 
of  Oftober,  1690;  and  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  was  intruded  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  Mr.  Cappel,  fori  of  the  celebrated 


Lewis  Cappel,  and  fucceffor  to  him 
in  the  profefforfhip  of  the  Hebrew 
language  at  Saumur  in  France,  till 
the  fuppreffion  of  that  univerfity  in 
January,  1694-5.  He  continued 
(even  years  under  the  tuition  of  Mre 
Cappel,  by  whom  he  is  defcribed  in 
a  letter  to  Monlieur  Le  Clerc,  dated 
at  Hillington-hall  in  February, 
1 706-7,  as  a  choice  youth  of  a  pene¬ 
trating  genius,  and  a  matter  of  the 
beauties  of  the  bed  Roman  and 
Greek  writers.  Soon  after  the  dare 
of  that  letter,  he  was  lent  to  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  and  was  placed 
in  Clare-hall,  under  the  care  of  Dr* 

Taughton^ 
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Laughton,  fellow  of  that  college, 
and  one  of  the  moll  able  and  diligent 
tutors  of  that  time.  The  progrefs 
which  he  made  there,  and  after  he 
left'  the  univerfity,  in  all  parts  of 
learning,  and  particularly  mathema¬ 
tical  and  philofophical,  diftinguilhed 
him  at  fo  early  an  age,  that  when  he 
was  but  three  and  twenty  years  o f  age, 
he  was  efteemed  worthy  of  a  feat  in 
the  Royal  Society,  into  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  propofed  as  a  candidate  on 
the  i  3th  of  December,  1 7  ]  3,  he  was 
on  the  29th  of  July  following  elect¬ 
ed,  and  on  the  1  ith  of  November  ad¬ 
mitted  a  fellow  of  it.  He  bad  not 
been  much  above  two  years  a  mem¬ 
ber,  when,  on  account  of  his  known 
abilities  and  conilant  attendance  at 
the  meetings  of  the  fociety,  he  was, 
at  the  anniverfary  eledtion  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1716,  chofen  one  of  the 
council.  His  firft  communication  to 
the  fociety  was  on  the  6th  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month,  December,  concern¬ 
ing  the  eclipfe  of  a  fixed  ftar  in  Ge¬ 
mini,  by  the  body  of  Jupiter.  This 
was  followed  in  1717  by  an  account 
of  a  remarkable  aurora  borealis,  feen 
at  London  on  the  30th  of  March  that 
year ;  which  account  is  printed  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  vol.  xxx. 
No.  332.  p.  386.  On  the  6th  of 
Odlober  of  the  fame  year,  1717,  he 
had  the  decree  of  mailer  of  arts  con- 
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ferred  on  him  by  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  when  that  learned  body 
had  the  honour  of  a  vifit  from  the 
late  king  George  the  Firft.  He  was 
chofen  a  fecond  time  of  the  council 
of  the  Royal  Society  on  the  iff  of 
December  1718,  and  continued  to 
be  re-chofen  every  year  till  1727  ; 
and  the  17th  of  January,  1722-3, 
had  the  farther  diftindiion  of  being- 
appointed  by  their  illuftrious  prefi- 
dcnt,  fir  Ifaac  Newton,  one  of  his 
vice-prefidents.  Mr.  Leeuwenhocck 
having  by  his  laft  will  left  his  curi¬ 
ous  microfcopes  to  the  fociety,  of 


which  he  had  been  above  forty  years 
a  member,  Mr.  Folkes  drew  up  an 
account  of  them,  which  he  gave  in 
on  the  23d  of  January,  5723-4,  to 
the  fociety,  who  defiled  it  might  be 
made  public,  as  it  was  foon  after  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  vol. 
xxxii.  No.  380.  p.  446.  At  the  firft 
anniverfary  election  of  the  Royal 
Society,  after  the  death  of  fir  Ifaac 
Newton,  in  1727,  Mr.  Folkes  was 
competitor  with  fir  Hans  Sloane, 
bai  t,  for  the  office  of  prefident ;  his 
intereft  being  fupported  by  a  great 
number  of  members,  though  the 
choice  was  determined  in  favour  of 
fir  Hans.  The  24th  volume  of  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadions  for  the 
years  1726  and  1727  was  addreffed 
to  Mr.  Folkes  by  Dr.  Jurin,  fecre- 
tary  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  a  dedi¬ 
cation,  the  motive  of  which  was,  as 
that  very  learned  phyfician  ohferved, 
the  fame  which  induced  the  greateft 
man  that  ever  lived  to  fingle  out 
Mr.  Folkes  to  fill  the  chair,  and  to 
prefide  in  the  aflemblles  of  that  fo¬ 
ciety,  when  the  frequent  returns  of 
his  indifpofition  would  no  longer 
permit  him  to  attend  them  with  his 
ufual  affiduity.  u  This  motive,  add¬ 
ed  Dr.  Jurin,..  we  a?li  know,  was 
your  uncommon  love  to,  and  your 
lingular  attainments  in,  thofe  noble 
and  manly  lciences,  to  which  the 
glory  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton,  and  the 
reputation  of  the  Royal  Society,  is 
folely  and  entirely  owing.”  And  he 
concludes  his  dedication  with  the 
higheft  compliment  to  Mr.  Folkes, 
that,  “  It  is  fufficient  to  fay  of  him, 
that  he  was  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
friend.”  Fie  was  chofen  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  fociety  on  the  ift  of  De¬ 
cember,  1729,  and  continued  in  it, 
till  he  was  advanced  to  the  prefi- 
dentfhip,  twelve  years  after,  having 
been  appointed  on  the  8th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1732-3,  one  of  the  vice  prefi- 
dents  bv  fir  Hans  Sloane.  He  let 
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out  wlr.li  his  whole  family  on  a  tour 
Into  Italy  the  2  5  th  of  March  ,  1733; 
and,  palling  through  Germany, 
reached  Venice  in  September  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Rome,  where  he  relided  for  a  confi¬ 
de  rable  time.,  as  he  did  afterwards 
fome  months  at  Florence.  He  re¬ 
turned  by  fea  from  Leghorn  to  Eng¬ 
land,  where  he  arrived  on  the  ill  of 
September,  1735,  after  having  fpent 
two  years  and  a  half  abroad  with  the 
highelt  fatisfaftion  to  himfelf,  and 
the  greatell  marks  of  efteem  and  re- 
fpedt  from  the  principal  perfons  in 
all  places  which  he  vifited.  The 
opportunities  which  he  had  of  con- 
fulting  the  beft-furnifhed  cabinets  in 
Italy,  enabled  him  to  compofe  there 
an  excellent  dilfertation  on  the 
weights  and  values  of  ancient  coins. 
This  he  read  to  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries,  London,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  at  two  ot  their  meetings,  on 
the  15  th  and  2  2d  of  January,  1733-6, 
and  received  their  unanimous  thanks 
for  it,  with  a  requell,,  that  a  copy  of 
it  might  be  regiftered  in  their  books, 
which  he  promifed  to  give  them,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  revifed  it  and  made  fome 
additions  to  it.  In  the  following 
month  he  read  them  a  dilfertation 
upon  the  meafures  of  Trajan’s  and 
Antonine’s  pillars  ;  and  in  April, 
1736,  another  upon  the  brafs  equel- 
trian  fhitue  at  the  Capitol  in  Rome  ; 
and  on  the  14th  of  that  month  com¬ 
municated  to  them  “A  table  of  Eng- 
lifli  cold  coin,  from  the  1 8th  of  king 
Edward  the  Third,  when  gold  was 
firil  coined  in  England,  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  time,  with  their  weights  and 
intrinfic  values  which,  at  their  de¬ 
li  re,  on  the  2 2d  of  that  month,  he 
confented  to  publifh ;  and  it  was  ac¬ 
cording  printed  the  fame  year  in 
4to.  Two  years  after  he  likewife 
read  to  them  a  Dilfertation  upon 
an  ancient  Latin  infcription  at  Nif- 
iiies.  Nor  was  he  lei's  obliging  to 


the  Royal  Society,  whom  he  favour¬ 
ed  with  his  “  Remarks  on  the  .(land- 
ard  meafure  preferved  in  the  Capitol 
of  Rome  which  were  read  at  their 
meeting  of  the  5th  of  February, 
1735-6,  and  publifhed  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  TranfmStions,  vol*  xxxix* 
No,  442,  p.  262.  Fie  exhibited  to 
that  fociety  on  the  8th  of  July  fol¬ 
lowing  a  model  of  an  ancient  fphere, 
in  the  Farnefe  palace  at  Rome,  which 
model  had  been  made  in  plainer  of 
Paris,  under  his  directions,  during 
his  residence  in  that  city  ;  the  ori¬ 
ginal  fphere  in  Hone,  fupported  by 
an  Atlas,  being  conjectured  by  hint 
upon  good  grounds  to  have  been 
made  in  the  year  of  the  Chriltian 
sera  112,  towards  the  end  of  the 
emperor  Trajan’s  reign.  A  draught 
of  this  was  communicated  by  him  to 
Dr.  Bentley,  then  preparing  his  long 
promifed  edition  of  Maniiius,  in 
which  it  was  afterwards  publifhed 
in  the  year  1739,  in  4to.  His  next 
communication  to  the  Royal  Soci* 
ety  was  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1736,  an  account  of  fome  mock 
funs,  or  parhelia,  feen  by  him  on 
the  17th  of  September  preceding. 
See  tlie  Philofophicai  Tran  factions, 
vol.  xl.  No.  443.  p.  59.  His  inge¬ 
nious  friend,  Dr*  Robert  Smith,  then 
Plumian  Profeffor  of  Mathematics 
in  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  mailer 
of  Trinity  college  there,  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  com  poling  u  A  Complete 
Syltem  of  Optics,’5  Mr,  Folkes  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  feveral  curious  re¬ 
marks  on  the  fallacies  of  vifion,  on 
the  fun’s  apparent  diltance,  on  the 
apparent  figure  of  the  Ikv,  on  the 
apparent  curvity  of  the  fidesoflong 
walks  and  ploughed  lands,  and  on 
the  changes  of  curvity  by  the  ob- 
ferver’s  motions ;  for  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
profelforin  the  preface  to  that  work, 
publifhed  in  1738,  in  410.  Ashe 
had  net  feen  France  in  his  travels  to 
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Italy,  he  made  a  "tour  to  Paris  in 
May,  17-39,  chiefly  with  a  view  of 
feeing  the  academies  there,  and  con¬ 
verging  with  the  learned  men,  who 
do  honour  to  that  city  and  the  re¬ 
public  of  letters,  and  by  whom  he 
was  received  with  all  the  teili monies 
of  reciprocal  regard.  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  having,  on  account  of  his  ad¬ 
vanced  age  and  growing  infirmities, 
refigned  the  prelidentfhip  of  the 
Royal  Society,  at  the  annual  election 
in  1741  ;  Mr.  Folkes  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  to  fill  that  honour¬ 
able  poll,  which  he  did  with  the 
highefl:  reputation  to  the  focietyand 
himfelf.  Soon  after  his  election  he 
prefented  the  fociety  with  tool. 
The  death  of  Dr.  Edmund  Halley  in 
January,  1 741-2,  occafioning  a  va- 
vancy  in  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris,  the  eyes  of  that 
illuftrious  body  were  immediately 
fixed  upon  the  new  prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society,  whom  they  chofe  to 
place  in  the  room  of  that  great  phi- 
lofopher  and  aflronomer.  On  the 
11th  of  November,  1742,  he  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Royal  Society  an 
account  of  the  proportions  of  the 
Englifli  and  French  meafures  and 
weights,  from  the  frandards  of  the 
fame  kept  at  that  fociety  :  which  ac¬ 
count  was  printed  in  the  Philofo- 
phical  Tran  factions,  vol.  xlii.  No. 
465,  p.  189.  An  account  of  the 
dilcovery  of  that  extraordinary  in¬ 
fect  called  the  frefh-water  polypus, 
by  Monf.Trembley,  then  redding  at 
the  Hague,  was  no  fooner  brought 
to  England  than  Mr.  Folkes  began 
to  make  experiments  upon  it ;  the 
refult  of  which  he  communicated 
to  the  Roval  Society  in  a  paper 
read  before  them  the  24th  of  March, 
1742-3,  and  printed  in  the  Philofo- 
phical  T ranfadtions,  vol.  xlii.  No. 
469,  p.  422.  His  curiofity  with  re¬ 
lation  to  the  geography  of  his  coun¬ 
try  having  led  him  to  a  particular 


examination  of  fome  of  the  olhefl 
map's  of  it,  thofe  of  Mr.  Chriflo- 
pher  Saxton,  he  gave  in  a  paper  con¬ 
cerning  them  to  the  Royal  Society 
on  the  1 2th  of  May,  1743.  In  this 
paper  he  (hewed,  that  thofe  maps 
were  the  firft  wrhich  were  made  from 
an  adlual  furvey ;  and  that  from  them 
molt  parts  of  the  prefent  maps,  ex¬ 
cept  Ogilby’s  roads,  are  taken  t 
That  it  appears,  from  a  privilege 
granted  for  ten  years  to  Mr.  Saxton 
by  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  July  22^ 
1977,  that  his  work  was  carried  on 
at  the  expence  of  Thomas  Seckford, 
efq.  mailer  of  the  requefls,  after¬ 
wards  knighted,  and  was  then  in 
hand,  but  not  completed ;  that  the 
date  of  the  earliell  map  is  1574,  and 
that  of  the  general  tide  1579.  The 
next  paper  of  his  which  appears  in 
the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions,  vol. 
xlii.  No.  470,  p.  341,  was  read  on 
the  1 6th  of  June,  1 743,  being  an 
account  of  the  comparifon,  lately 
made  by  fome  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  of  the  flandard  of  a  yard, 
and  the  feveral  weights  lately  made 
for  their  ufe  ;  with  the  original 
flandards  of  meafure  and  weights  in 
the  Exchequer,  and  fome  others 
kept  for  public  ufe  at  Guildhall, 
Founders  Hall,  the  Tower,  and 
other  places.  His  excellent  work, 
inti  tilled,  u  A  Table  of  Englifh  Sil¬ 
ver  Coins,  from  the  Norman  Con- 
quell  to  the  prefent  time  :  with  their 
weights,  intrinfic  values,  and  fome 
remarks  upon  the  feveral  pieces,” 
publifhed  at  London  in  May,  1745, 
in  4'to.  is  a  valuable  fpecimen  of  the 
accuracy  and  judgement  with  which 
he  treated  every  fubjedl  that  he 
thought  proper  to  difeufs ;  and  as  it 
greatly  furpafled  whatever  had  been 
published  of  that  kind  before,  fo  it 
has  left  little  room  for  either  addi¬ 
tion  or  amendment.  He  printed 
this  treatife,  together  with  a  fecond 
edition  of  his  Table  of  Englifh  Gold 

Coins, 
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Coins,  at  his  own  expence,  both  for 
the  -benefit  of  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries,  and  as  prefects  to  his  ml-' 
merous  friends.  He  intended  like- 
wife  to  have  illuftrated  it  by  a  let  of 
prints  of  the  fiver  and  gold  coins  of 
England,  of  which  he  had  engraved 
forty-four  plates,  which  came  dowir 
to  the  reiioration  of  Charles  IL  and 
fince  his  death  have  been  purchafed 
by  the  laid  {Society,  who  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  publifh  them,  with  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  his  book  to  which  they  re¬ 
late.  Several  experiments  having 
been  made  in  Holland  upon  the  fra¬ 
gility  of  unnealed  glafs  veffels,  he 
not  only  gave  an  account  of  them, 
but  like  wife  exhibited  fome  of  them 
to  the  Royal  Society  on  the  31ft  of 
October,  1745  ;  his  account  of  both 
being  publifhed  in  the  Philoiophical 
Tranfadions,  vol.  xliii.  No.  477, 
p.  5 o 5 .  His  remarks  on  fome  bones 
incr uited  with  ifone,  which  he  had 
feen  at  Rome  in  the  Villa  Ludovifia, 
furrdfhed  him  with  the  fubject  of 
another  paper,  read  before  the  foci¬ 
ety  on  the  1 2th  of  December  the 
fame  year,  and  printed  in  the  fame 
volume  and  number  of  the  Fhilofo- 
phical  Tranfadtions,  p.  537.  The 
univerfity  of  Oxford  being  defirous 
of  having  a  gentleman  or  his  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  learned  world  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  their  body,  as  he  was  of  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge,  conferred 
on  him  in  July,  1746,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  ;  upon  receiving 
which,  he  returned  them  a  compli¬ 
ment  in  a  Latin  fpeech,  admired  for 
its  propriety  and  elegance.  He  was 
afterwards  admitted  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  at  Cambridge,  when  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  their  chan¬ 
cellor,  made  a  vifit  to  it.  A  paiTage 
in  Pliny’s  Natural  Hiftory,  lib.  ii. 
§  74,  as  publifhed  by  father  Har- 
douin  at  Paris,  in  his  folio  edition 
of  1723,  and  a  remark  by  the  editor 
upon  it,  gave  ocuafion  to.  fome  ob- 


fervations  of  Mr.  Folkes,  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Royal  Society  Jail.  22, 
1746-7,  and  printed  in  the  Philofe- 
phical  TranfadHons,  vol.  xlv.  No* 
482,  p,  365,  The  clefign  was  to 
iliew  how  rhe  text  of  Pliny  had 
been  altered  by  the  editor  from  all 
the  former  printed  editions  ;  and 
that  it  was  upon  mere  conje£ture? 
and  again  ft  the  truth  of  the  fad  con¬ 
tained  in  the  paffage  in  queftion  ;  for 
his  alteration  implies,  that  the  equi¬ 
noctial  fhadow  of  the  gnomon  being 
made  fhorter  at  Ancona  than  at 
Rome,  the  latitude  of  Ancona  mull 
conlequently  be  made  lefs  than  that 
of  Rome  ;  whereas  it  is  known  to  be 
confiderably  greater,  Ancona  Hand¬ 
ing  cn  the  Adriatic  about  two  de¬ 
grees  to  the  north  of  that  capital. 
Mr.  Folkes  therefore  juftifies  the 
common  reading  of  this  paffage  of 
Pliny,  and  gives  a  clear  explanation, 
of  the  fenfe  of  it.  The  laid  paper 
communicated  by  him  to  the  Royal 
Society,  which  was  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1749-50,  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fecond  fliock  of  an 
earthquake  felt  that  morning  at 
London  and  in  the  parts  adjacent. 
It  is  printed  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions,  vol.  xlvi.  No.  497,. 
p  013.  Algernon,  duke  of  Somer- 
fet,  who  had  been  many  years  pre- 
fident  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
of  London,  dying  Feb.  9,  1749-50, 
Mr.  Folkes,  who  was  one  of  the 
vice-prelidents,  was  immediately 
chofen  to  fucceed  his  grace  in  that 
poft, -  in  which  he  was  continued  by 
the  charter  ot  incorporation  of  that 
fociety  Nov.  2,  1751.  But  he  was 
foon  difabled  from  prefiding  in  per- 
fon  either  in  that  or  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  being  feized  on  the  26th  of 
September  the  fame  year  with  sS 
pally,  which  deprived  him  of  the 
ufe  ot  his  left  fide.  In  this  unhappy 
fituation,  which  occafioned  him  on 
the  30th  of  November,  1753,  to 
■  ’  re%n 
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ipefign  the  prefidefltihip  of  the  Royal  Heft  youth.  Too  many  of . thole  whd 
Society,  he  languifhed  near  three  have  engaged  in  the  former  branch 
years,  till  a  fecond  ftroke  of  his  dif-  of  literature,  have  been  too  little 
order,  which  attacked  his  right  fide  exercifed  in  logic,  and  contented 
on  the  25th  of  June,  1754,  put  an  theinfelves  with  heaping  up  pafiages 
end  to  his  life  on  the  28th  of  that  from  a  multitude  of  authors,  without 
month  at  four  in  the  morning.  Hg  being  able  to  connedt  them,  or  to 
had  two  daughters  who  fumved,  draw  the  proper  conclufions  from 
him  ;  his  only  fon  of  his  own  name  them.  But  his  greater  fagacity  and 
having  died  at  Caen  in  Normandy,  habit  ofreafoning  feparated  or  unit- 
in  July,  1740.  His  regard  for  the  ed  fuch  pafiages  agreeably  to  their 
Royal  Society  appeared  from  the  refpebtive  force,  laid  upon  each 
above  mentioned  benefaction  and  a  its  juft  weight,  and  deduced  their 
legacy  left  to  it  in  his  laft  will,  true  confequences  with  the  utmofl 
made  juft  before  his  fatal  indifpofi-  exadlnefs.  Thefe  talents  appeared 
tion,  of  200b  and  an  excellent  po7r-  eminently  upon  the  fubjedts  of  coins, 
trait  of  the  lord  chancellor  Bacon,  weights  and  meafures,  which  had 
and  a  feal,  with  the  arms  of  the  fo-  been  extremely  perplexed  by  other 
ciet y  engraved  on  it,  to  his  fuccef-  writers  for  want  of  a  moderate  (hare 
fors  in  the  prefidentfhip.  His  li-  of  arithmetic ;  in  the  profecution 
brary  was  large  and  well-chofen;  of  which  he  produced  many  argu- 
•i.nd  his  cabinet  enriched  with  a  col-  ments  and  proofs,  which  were  the 
ledKon  of  Englifh  coins,  luperior  to  refult  of  his  own  experiments  and 
moft,  whether  public  or  private  ones,  obfervations  on  common  things,  not 
The  manuuCripts  of  his  compofition,  fufficiently  attended  to,  or  feen  with 
which  were  .not  a  few,  and  upon  lefs  diftinguifiiing  and  penetrating 
points  of  great  curiofity  and  im-  eyes,  by  others.  Mathematics  and 
portance,  not  having'  received  from  antiquities  were  by  him,  as  philofo-* 
him  that  perfection  which  he  was  phy  was  by  Socrates,  rendered  fami- 
capable  of  giving  them,  were  ex-'  bar  and  intelligible  to  an  ordinary 
prefsly  directed  by  him  to  be  fup-  utlderftanding.  His  notions  of  them 
prefled,  an  injunction  which  the  pub-  were  reprefented  in  the  moft  obvious 
lie  has  great  reafon  to  regret.'  His  lights,  and  the  knowledge  of  them 
knowledge  was  very  extenftve,  his  by  that  means  rendered  eafy  and 
judgement  exact  and  accurate,  and  entertaining.  He  had  a  ftriking  re- 
the  precifion  of  his  ideas  appeared  femblance  to  Peireikius,  the  orna- 
from  the  perfpicuity  and  concifenefs  ment  of  the  laft  age,  and  particu- 
of  his  expreffion  in  his  difeourfes  larly  in  fome  parts  of  his  character 
and  writings,  on  abftrufe  and  diffi-  reprefented  by  the  elegant  writer  of 
cult  topics,  and  efpecially  in  his  that  great  man’s  life.  The  genero- 
fpeeches  at  the  anniverfary  elections  fity  of  his  temper  was  no  lefs  re- 
of  the  Royal  Society  on  the  delivery  markable  than  the  civility  of  his  con- 
of  the  prize  medals,  in  which  he  al-  verfation.  His  love  of  a  ftudious 
ways  traced  out  the  rife  and  progrefs  and  contemplative  life,  amidft  a  cir- 
of  the  feveral  inventions  for  which  cle  of  friends  of  the  fame  difpofition, 
they  were  afligned  as  a  reward*  He  difinclined  him  in  a  very  high  de- 
had  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  ftudy  gree  to  the  bufinefs  and  hurry  of  a 
of  antiquity  and  the  polite  arts  with  public  one ;  and  his  only  ambition 
a  philofaphical  fpirit,  which  he  had  was  to  diftinguiftl  himfelf  by  his  zeal 
.contracted  by  the  cultivation  of  the  and  activity  for  the  promotion  of 
mathematical  fciences  from  his  ear-  fciences  and  literature.” 
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v  [From  the 

€£  T\/T  R*  Samuel  Richardfon, 
iVI  who  was  born  in  1689, 
had  no  acquaintance  with  the  learn¬ 
ed  languages  but  what  a  common 
fchool-education  afforded ;  his  mind, 
like  that  oi  Shakfpeare,  being  much 
more  enriched  by  nature  and  obfer- 
vation.  He  exercifed  the  profeffion 
of  a  printer,  with  the  higheft  repu¬ 
tation,  for  a  long  feries  of  years  in 
Salifbury-court,  Fleet- ftreet.  Dif- 
fimilar  as  the'ir  geniufes  may  feem, 
when  the  witty  and  wicked  duke  of 
Wharton  (a  kind  of  Lovelace)  about 
*he  year  1723  fomented  the  fpirit  of 
oppofition  in  the  city,  and  became 
:a  member  of  the  Wax  Chandlers 
company;  Mr.  Richardfon,  though 
his  political  principles  were  very 
different,  was  much  conneded  with, 
and  favoured  by  him,  and  printed 
his  “  True  Briton,”  publifhed  twice 
•a  week.  Yet  he  exercifed  his  own 
judgment,  in  peremptorily  refilling 
•to  be  concerned  in  fuch  papers  as 
he  apprehended  might  endanger  his 
own  fafety,  and  which  accordingly 
did  occafion  the  imprifonment  and 
profecution  of  thofe  who  were  in¬ 
duced  to  print  and  pubiifli  them. 
Fie  printed  for  fome  time  a  news¬ 
paper  called  The  Daily  Journal 
and  afterwards  “  The  Daily  Gazet¬ 
teer  which  was  for  the  mod  part 
tinder  the  patronage  of  fir  Robert 
Walpole ;  but  on  that  miniftef’s 
withdrawing  his  fu-pport,  he  declined 
it  about  the  year  1 ,7 47, when  at  fell  in¬ 
to  other  hands.  Through  the  intereft 
•  of  his  friend  Mr.  Speaker  Onllow, 
lie  printed  the  firft  edition  of  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
He  purchased  a  moiety  of  the  patent 
wtxf  law-printer  at  Midfumrner,  1 760^ 
27  $2. 
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and  carried  on  that  department  of 
bufinefs  in  partnerfhip  With  Mifs  Ca¬ 
therine  Lintot.  By  his  firft  wife  Mar¬ 
tha  W  ilde,  daughter  of  Mr.  Allington 
Wilde,  printer,  in  Glerkenweli,  he 
had  five  ions  and  a  daughter,  who 
all  died  young.  His  fecond  vvife 
(who  furvived  him  many  years)  was 
Elizabeth,  fitter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Leake,  book  feller  of  Bath.  By  her 
he  had  a  fon  and  five  daughters. 
The  fon  died  young ;  but  four  of 
the  daughters  furvived  him ;  viz. 
Mary,  married,  in  1757,  to  Mr.  Dit¬ 
cher,  an  eminent  furgeon  of  Bath  * 
Martha,  married,  in  1 762,  to  Edward 
Bridgen,  efq.  F.  R.  and  A.  SS.  ; 
Anne,  unmarried ;  and  Sarah,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mr.  Crowther,  furgeon,  of 
Bofivell-court,  and  fince  dead.  His 
country  retirement,  firft  at  North 
End  near  Hammerfmith,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Parlous  Green,  was  gene¬ 
rally  filled  with  his  friends  of  both 
fexes.  He  was  regularly  there  from 
Saturday  to  Monday,  and  frequently 
at  other  times,  being  never  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  when  he  made  others  fo,  be¬ 
ing  hirrtfelf,  in  his  narrower  fphere, 
the  Grandifon  he  drew  ;  his  heart 
and  hand  ever  open  to  diftrefs.  Flis 
Pamela,  which  appears  to  have' been 
written  in  three  months,  firft  intro¬ 
duced  him  to  the  literary  world  ; 
and  never  was  a  book  of  the  kind 
more  generally  read  and  admired. 

O  V 

It  was  even  recommended  not  u  infre¬ 
quently  from  the  pulpit,  particular¬ 
ly  by  Dr.  Sloeock,  late  of  Chrift 
Church.,  Surrey,  who  had  a  very 
high  efteera  for  it,  as  well  as  for  its 
author.  But  it  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  his  improved  edition,  in 
which  much  was  altered,  much 
D  omitted;. 
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omitted,  and  the  whole  new-model¬ 
led,  has  never  yet  been  given  to  the 
public,  as  the  only  reafon  which  pre¬ 
vented  it  in  his  life  time,  that  there 
was  an  edition  unfold,  mull:  long 
have  ceafed. 

44  By  many  family  misfortunes, 
and  his  own  writings,  which  in  a 
manner  realised  every  feigned  dif- 
treis,  his  nerves  naturally  weak,  or 
as  Pope  exprefles  it,  44  trembling 
alive  all  o’er,”  were  lb  unhinged, 
that  for  many  years  before  his  death 
his  hand  {hook,  he  had  frequent  ver- 
tigos,  ^nd  would  fometimes  have 
fallen,  had  he  not'Tupported  himfelf 
by  his  cane  under  his  coat.  His 
paralytic  diforder  affecried  his  nerves 
to  fuch  a  degree  for  a  condderable 
time  before  his  death,  that  he  could 
not  lift  a  glafs  of  wine  to  his  mouth 
without  abidance.  This  diforder  at 
length  terminating  in  an  apoplexy, 
deprived  the  world  of  this  amiable 
man  and  truly  original  genius,  on 
July  4,  1761,  at  the  age  of  72.  Pie 
was  buried,  by  his  own  direction, 
with  his  fil'd  wife,  in  the  middle 
nile,  near  the  pulpit  of  St.  Bride’s 
church. 

44  In  a  MS.  of  the  late  Mr. 
Whidon  the  bookfeller,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  my  friends, 
was  the  following  paflage  :  4 4  Mr. 
Samuel  Richardfon  was  a  worthy 
man  altogether.  Being  very  liable 
to  paflidn,  he  directed  all  his  men, 
it  is  laid  by  letters  ;  not  tr uding  to 
reprove  by  words,  which  threw  him 
into  hauineis,  and  hurt  him,  who 
had  always  a  tremor  on  his  nerves.” 
I  have  heard  nearly  the  fame  ac¬ 
count  -from  fome  of  his  workmen. 
But  this,  I  believe,  was  not  the  rea¬ 
fon  ;  though  the  fa  ft  was  certainly 
true.  It  was  rather  for  convenience, 
to  avoid  altercation,  and  going  up 
into  the  printing-oflice  ;  and  beddes, 
his  principal  a  Aidant  Mr.  Tewley 
was  remarkably  deaf. 

. 44  Befxdes  his  three  great  works* 


he  publidied  an  edition  of  44  PEfop^ 
Fables,  with  Reflections,  ”  and 
44  Letters  to  and  from  leveral.  Per¬ 
rons,”  and  had  a  fhare  in  44  The 
Chridian’s  Magazine,  by  Dr.  James 
Mauclerc,  1748;”  and  in  the  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  fixth  edition  of  De 
Foe’s  44  Tour  through  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.”  44  Six  original  Letters  upon 
Duelling,”  were  printed  after  his 
death,  in  44  The  Literary  Ilepofi- 
tory,  \  765,”  p.  227. 

44  N°  97,  vol.  ii.  of  the  Ram¬ 
blers,  it  is  well  known,  was  written 
by  Mr.  Richardfon,  in  the  preamble 
to  which  Dr.  Johnlon  dyles  him 
44  an  author  from  whom  the  age 
has  received  greater  favours,  who 
has  enlarged  the  knowledge  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  taught  the  paffions 
to  move  at  the  command  of  virtue.” 
He  has  been  often  compared  to 
Rondeau  ;  and  Roudeau  was  one  of 
his  profeded  admirers.  In  his  letter 
to  D’Alembert,  fpeaking  of  Englifh 
romances,  he  fays,  44  Thefe,  lik» 
the  people,  are  either  fublime  or 
contemptible.  There  never  has 
been  written  in  any  language  a  ro¬ 
mance  equal  to,  or  approaching  to 
Clarida.”  But  the  edeem  was  hot 
reciprocal ;  Mr.  Richardfon  being 
fo  much  difguded  at  fome  of  the 
fcenes  and  the  whole  tendency  of 
the  new  Eloifa,  that  he  fecretly  cri- 
ticifed '  the  work  (as  he  read  it)  in 
marginal  notes,  and  thought,  with 
many  others,  that  this  writer 
44  taught  the  padions  to  move  at 
the  command  of  vice.”  If  this  fe- 
cret  cenfure  of  Mr.  Richardfon’s 
fliould  be  thought  too  fevere  or 
phlegmatic,  let  it  be  conddered, 
that,  admitting  the  tendency  of  Ron i- 
fcau’s  principles  to  be  better  in  the 
main  than  his  more  rigid  readers  al- 
low,  his  fydem  is  too  refined  to  be 
carried  into  execution  in  any  age 
when  the  globe  is  not  uniformly 
peopled  with  philofophers* 
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tf-  Dr.  johnfon,  in  his  Biogra¬ 
phical  Preface  to  Rowe-’s  Poems, 
obferves*  44  The  character  of  Lo¬ 
thario  fee  ms  to  have  been  expanded 
by  Richardfon  into  Lovelace,  but 
he  has  excelled  his  original  in  the 
moral  eflfedt  of  the  fidtion.  Lotha¬ 
rio,  with  gaiety  which  cannot  be 
hated,  and  bravery  which  cannot  be 
defpiled,  retains  too  much  of  the 
fpe&ator’s  kindaefs.  It  was  in  the 
pov/er  ot  Richardfon  alone  to  teach 
ns  at  once  efteem  and  defoliation, 
to  make  virtuous  relent  ment  over¬ 
power  all  the  benevolence  Which 
wit,  and  elegance,  and  courage,  na- 
turaliy  excite  ;  and  to  lofe  at  lad 
the  hero  in  the  villain.” 

44  Mr.  Aaron  Hill,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Mallet,  who  fuppofcd  there 
were  fome  traces  of  Hill’s  hand  in 
Pamela,  fays,  44  Upon  my  faith,  I 
had  not  any  (the  minuted)  lhare  in 
that  delightful  nurfery  of  virtue. 
The  foie  and  abfoiute  author  is  Mr. 
Richardfon;  and  filth  an  author 
too  he  is,  that  hardly  mortal  ever 
matched  him,  for  his  ea'fe  of  natural 
power.  Pie  feems  to  move  like  a 
calm  fu  miner  fea,  that  Eve  1  ling  up¬ 


ward,  with  tmconfcious  deepnefs, 
lifts  the  heavied  weights  into  the 
ikies,  and  iliews  no  -  ienle  of  their 
incumbency.  He  would,  perhaps, 
in  every  thing  he  fays  or  does  be 
more  in  nature  than  all  men  before 
him,  but  that  he  has  one  fault,  to 
an  unnatural  excefs,  and  that  is 
Modefiy.”  In  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Richardfon,  after  endeavouring  to 
divert  him  from  a  melancholy  train 
of  thought  he  had  fallen  into  in 
1748,  from  44  the  death  of  a  rela¬ 
tion  emphatically  near,”  Mr.  Hill 
proceeds,  44  Are  you  to  hope  no 
end  to  this  long,  long  nervous  per- 
fecution  ?  But  it  is  the  tax  you  pay 
your  genius!  and  I  rather  wonder 
you  have  fpirits  to  fnpport  fuck 
mixture  of  prodigious  weights  I  fuck 
an  effufion  of  the  foul,  with  fuck' 
confinement  of  the  body  !  than  that 
it  has  condrained  your  nerves  to 
bear; your  fpirits’  agitation.”  Many 
other  of  this  gentleman’s  letters  are 
filled  with  commendations  of  Mr* 
Richardfon  and  his  writings  ;  and 
from  one  of  them  I  fit  ail  copy  a 
complimentary  epigram  by  this  in¬ 
genious  printer : 


-a 


When  noble  thoughts  with  language  pure  unite, 

To  give  to  kindred  excellence  its  right, 

Though  unencumber’d  with  the  clogs  of  rhyme. 

Where  tinkling  founds,  for  want  of  meaning  chime. 

Which,  like  the  rocks  in  Shannon’s  midway  courfe, 

Divide  the  fenfe,  and  interrupt  its  force  ; 

Well  may -we  judge  fo  ft  rang  and  clear  a  nil 
Plows  higher,  from  the  Mufes  facred  Hill,” 

44  Dr.  Young  adid  reded  his 
44  Conjedfures  on  Original  Compo- 
fition”  to  Mr.  Richardfon  ;  and 
the  former  part  of  44  Refig nation” 
was  printing  by  Mr,  Richardfon  at 


44  Mrs.  Sheridan,  on  publishing 
he  44  Memoirs  of  Mifs  Sidney 
diddulph,”  took  an  opportunity  of 
raying  the  tribute  due  to  exeni- 
>lary  goodnefs  and  difiinguifhed 


genius,  when  found  united  in  one  the  time  of  his  death  ;  in  which  the 
>erfon,  by  infcribing  thefe  memoirs  poet  took  occafion  oi  paying  the 
o  the  author  of  Clarida  and  fir  following  affectionate  compliment  to 
Ifiarles  Grandifon.”  his  memory 


■P  2 


“  To 
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44  To  touch  our  pafiions  fecret  fprings 
Was  his  peculiar  care  ; 

And  deep  his  happy  genius  div’d  • 

In  bofoms  of  the  fair  ; 

Nature,  which  favours  to  the  few 
All  art  beyond  imparts, 

To  him  prefented,  at  his  birth, 

The  key  of  human  hearts. ” 

64  The  following  epigram  on  Cia-  bridge,  has  all  the  fimplicity  of  the 
fiflfa,  by  the  late  David  Graham,  Greek  epigrammatiits  ; 
efq.  fellow  of  King’s  College,  Cam- 

44  This  work  is  Nature’s;  every  tittle  in’t 
She  wrote,  and  gave  it  Richardl'on  to  print.” 

Mrs.  Montagu’s  elegant  compliment,  humility  of  religion,  a  perfect  unity 
m  lord  Lyttelton’s,  44  Dialogues  of  of  mind,  and  fanctity  or  manners 
the  Dead,”  turns  nearly  on  the  fame  and  that  of  hr  Charles  Grandifon, 
thought.  44  It  is  pity  he  fhould  44  a  noble  pattern  of  every  private 
print  any  work  but  his  own,”  fays  virtue,  with  fentiments  fo  exalted  as 
Plutarch  to  the  bookfeller,  who  had  to  render  him  equal  to  every  public 
juft  before  obferved  that  in  two  cha-  duty.” 

radfers  drawn  by  a  printer,  that  of  44  Mrs.  Chapone,  in  her  44  Ode  to 
Clarifla  dilplays  44  the  dignity  of  he-  Health,”  has  this  apoProphe ; 
lfaifm  tempered  by  the  meeknefsiand 


44  Haf;  thou  not  left  a  Richard fon  unblefl  ? 

He  wooes  thee  hill  in  vain,  relentlefs  maid  ; 

Tho’  Ikill’d  in  lweeteP  accents  to  perfuade, 

And  wake  foft  pity  in  a  lavage  breaP ; 

Him  Virtue  loves,  and  brighteP  Fame  is  his, 

Smile  thou  too,  goddefs,  and  complete  his  blifs  !” 


44  In  Dr.  Warton’s efiay  on  Pope’s 
Genius,  p.  283,  284,  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  eulogium  :  44  Of  all  reprefenta- 
tions  of  madnefs,  that  of  Clementina 
an  the  Hiftory  of  Hr  Charles  Gran- 
difon  is  the  moft  deeply  interePing. 
I  know  not  whether  even  the  mad- 
nefs  of  Lear  is  wrought  up,  and  ex- 
prelfed  by  fo  many  little  Pridtures 
of  nature  and  genuine  paPion.  Shall 
I  fay  it  is  pedantry  to  prefer  and 
compare  the  madnefs  of  OrePes  in 
Euripides  to  this  of  Clementina  ?” 

44  Mr.  Richardfon’s  reputation  is 
far  from  being  confined  to  his  own 
country.  He  has  been  read  in  many 
of  the  languages,  and  known  to  moil 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  ;  and  has 
been  greatly  admired,  notwithpand- 


ing  every  diHknilitude  of  manners, 
or  even  difadyantage  of  tranilation. 
Several  writers  abroad,  where  no 
prepofleffion  in  his  favour  could 
poffibly  take  place,  have  expreffed 
the  high  fenfe  which  they  entertain¬ 
ed  of  the  merit  of  his  works.  M. 
Diderot,  in  his  Effay  on  Dramatic 
Poetry,  p.  96,  mentions  Richard- 
fon  particularly  as  a  perfect  maPer 
of  that  art:  44  How  Prong,”  fays 
he,  44  how  fenlible,  how  pathetic, 
are  his  defcriptions  !  his  perfonages, 
though  blent,  are  alive  before  me  ; 
and  of  thole  who  fpeak,  the  adiions 
are  Pill  more  affedting  than  the 
words..”  A  portrait  of  him,  by 
Grignion,  is  prefixed  to  an  edition 
of  Grandifon,  x  770.” 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


HIS  learned  prelate  was 
ft  born  at  Newark  upon  Trenr, 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  Dec. 
24,  1698.  His  father  was  George 
Warburton,  an  attorney,  and  town- 
clerk  of  the  place,  in  which  this  his 
eldeft  foil  received  his  birth  and 
education.  His  mother  was  Eliza¬ 
beth,  the  daughter  of  William  Hob- 
man,  an  alderman  of  the  fame  town, 
and  his  parents  were  married  about 
the  year  1696.  The  family  of  Dr. 
Warburton  came  originally  from  the 
county  of  Chefter,  where  his  great 
grand-father  refided.  His  grand¬ 
father,  William  Warburton,  was  the 
hr  ft  who  fettled  at  Newark;  where 
be  p  radii  fed  the  law,  and  was  coroner 
of  the  county  of  Nottingham. 
George  Warburton,  the  father,  died 
about  the  year  1706,  leaving  his 
widow  with  four  children,  two  fons 
and  two  daughters,  of  which  the 
fecond  foil  George  died  young  ;  but 
of  the  daughters  one  ftill  furvives 
her  brother.  The  bifhop  received 
the  early  part  of  his  education  under 
Mr.  Wefton,  then  mailer  of  Okehani 
fchool  in  Rutlandfhire,  and  after¬ 
wards  vicar  of  Campden  in  Glou- 
cefterfhire  ;  where  he  (hewed  no  in¬ 
dication  of  l'uperior  genius.  His 
original  deiignation  was  to  the  fame 
•profeffion  as  that  of  his  father  and 
grand-father;  and  he  was  accord¬ 
ingly  placed  clerk  to  an  attorney, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
1  qualified  to  engage  in  bufinefs  upon 
bis  own  account.  He  was  then  ad¬ 
mitted  to  one  of  the  courts  at  Weft- 
; minder,  and  for  l'ome  years  conti- 
jined  the  employment  of  an  attor¬ 
ney  and  folieitor  at  the  place  of  his 
i-tbinh.  The  fuccefs  he  met  with  as 


a  man  of  bufinefs  was  probably  not 
great.  It  was  certainly  infufficierit 
to  induce  him  to  devote  the  reft  of 
his  life  to  it :  and  it  is  probable, 
that  his  want  of  encouragement 
might  tempt  him  to  turn  his 
thoughts  towards  a  profeffion  in 
which  his  literary  acquisitions  would 
be  more  valuable,  and  in  which  he 
might  more  eafily  purfue  the  bent 
of  his  inclination.  He  appears  to 
have  brought  from  fchool  more 
learning  than  was  requifite  for  a 
p r act i fin g  lawyer.  This  might  ra¬ 
ther  impede  than  forward  his  pro- 
grefs,  as  it  has  been  generally  ob- 
ferved,  that  an  attention  to  literary 
concerns,  and  the  buftle  of  an  attor¬ 
ney’s  office,  with  only  a  moderate 
fhare  of  bufinefs,  are  wholly  incom¬ 
patible.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder 
that  lie  preferred  retirement  to 
noife,  and  relinquifhed  what  advan¬ 
tages  he  might  expedf  from  conti¬ 
nuing  to  follow  the  law.  it  has 
been  fuggefted  by  an  ingenious  wri¬ 
ter,  that  he  was  for  fome  time  uftier 
to  a  fchool.  In  the  year  1724,  his 
firft  work,  confiding  of  tranflations 
from  Caefar,  Pliny*  Ciauaian,  and 
others,  appeared,  under  the  title  of 
“  Mifcellaneous  Tranflations  in 
Profe  and  Verfe,  from  Roman  poets, 
Grators,  and  Hiftorians,”  121110.  It 
is  dedicated  to  his  early  patron,  fir 
Robert  Sutton,  and  leans  to  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  firft  eccle- 
fiaftical  preferment.  At  this  period 
it  is  probable  he  had  not  abandoned 
his  profeffion,  though  it  is  certain  he 
did  not  attend  to  it  much  longer. 
About  Chriftmas,  1726,  he  came  to 
London,  and  while  there,  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  Theobald*  Concanen,  and 
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others  of  Mr,  Pope’s  enemies,  with 
■whofe  converfation  he  was  extreme- 
y  pleafed.  it  was  at  this  time  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Concanen,  dated 
Jan.  2,  1726,  which,  by  accident, 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Dr. 
Jkkenfide,  was  produced  to  mod  of 
that  gentleman’s  friends,  ahd  by 
.that  means  -became  the  fubjedf  of 
much  fpeculatron.  About  this  time 
he  alfo  communicated  to  Theobald 
fome  notes  on  Shakfpeare,  which 
afterwards  appeared  in  that  critic’s 
edition  of  our  great  dramatic  poet. 
In  1727,  his  fecond  work,  intituled, 
“  A  Critical  and  Philofophical  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  Caufes  of  Prodigies 
and  Miracles.,  as  related  by  Hifto- 
•raris,”  &c.  was  publifhed  in  121110. 
and  was  alfo  dedicated  to  hr  R  bert 
Sutton.  He  was  at  this  time  ju  or¬ 
ders,  and  on  the.  2  5  th  of  April, 
1728,  had  the  honour  to  be  in 
the  king’s  lift  of  Mailers  of  Arts, 
created  at  Cambridge,  on  his  nia- 
jeity’s  vilit  to  that  uni  verb  ty.  In 
June,  the  fame  year,  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  hr  Robert  Sutton  to  the 
reftoyy  of  Burnt  Broughton,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln;  a  living  which 
he  retained  till  his  death,  at  which 
he  fpent  a  conBderable  part  of  his 
middle-life  in  a  ft  odious  retirement, 
devoted  entirely  to  letters,  and  there 
planned,  and  in  part  executed,  fome 
of  his  moft  important  works.  Several 
years  elapfed,  alter  obtaining  this 
preferment,  before  Mr.  Warburton 
appeared  again  in  the  world  as  a 
writer.  In  1736  he  exhibited  a  ptfan 
of  a  new  edition  of  Velleius  Pater¬ 
culus,  which  he  printed  in  the' 
u  Bibliotheque  Fntannique,  011 
Miftoire  dei  Guv  rages  des  Sava  ns  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  pour  les  Mois 
juillet,  Aout,  et  Sept.  1736.  A  la 
Haye.*  The  dehgn  never  was  com¬ 
pleted.  Dr.  Middleton,  in  a  letter 
to  hiiii,  dated  /April  9,  1737,  returns 
him  thanks  for  his  letters,  as  well  as 


WARBURTON. 

the  journal,  which,  fays  he,  u  came 
to  my  hands  foon  after  the  date  of 
my  laft.  I  had  before  feen  the  force 
of  your  critical  genius  very  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  on  Shakfpeare,  but 
did  not  know  you  had  ever  tried  it 
on  the  Latin  authors.  I  am  pleafed 
with  fever  a  1  of  your  emendations, 
and  tranfcribed  them  into  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  my  editions,  though  not 
equally  with  them  all.  It  is  a  laud¬ 
able  and  liberal  amufement,  to  try 
now  and  then  in  our  reading  the 
fuccefs  of  a  conjecture  ;  but  in  the 
pretent  itate  of  the  generality  of  the 
old  writers,  it  can  hardly  be  thought 
a  ftudy  fit  to  employ  a  life  upon,  at 
leaft  not  worthy,  I  am  fure,  of  your 
talents  and  induftry,  which,  inftead 
of  trifling  on  words,  Rem  calculated 
rather  to  corredt  the  opinions  and 
manners  of  the  world.”  Thefe  fen- 
timents  of  his  friend  appear  to  have 
had  their  due  weight ;  for,  from 
that  time,  the  intended  edition  was 
laid  a  fide,  and  never  afterwards  re¬ 
fumed.  It  was  in  this  year,  1736, 
that  he  may  be  faid  to  have  emerged 
from  the  obfcurity  of  a  private  life 
into  the  notice  of  the  world.  The 
fir  ft  publication  which  rendered  him 
afterwards  famous  now  appeared, 
under  the  title  of  44  The  Alliance 
between  Church  and  State  ;  or,  the 
Neceflity  and  Equity  of  an  eftabli fil¬ 
ed  Religion  and  a  Teft-law,  demon- 
ftrated  from  the  Efience  and  Ifnd  of 
Civil  Society,  upon  the  fundamental 
Principles  of  the  Law  of  Nature  and 
Nations.”  In  three  parts :  the  firft, 
treating  of  a  civil  and  religious  lb- 
ciety  1  the  leccnd,  of  an  eftablifhed 
church  ;  and  the  third,  of  a  tcft 
law,  8vo.  At  the  end  was  an¬ 
nounced  the  fcheme  of  “  The  Di¬ 
vine  Legation  of  Mofcs,”  in  which 
he  had  at  this  time  made  a  confider- 
able  progrefs.  The  firft  volume  of 
this  work  was  publi  filed  in  January 
1737^8,  under  the  title  of  “  The 

Divine 
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Divine  Legation  of  Mofes  demon- 
ilrated  on  the  principles  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  deift,  from  the  omiffion  of  the 
doctrine  ot  a  future  Hate  of  rewards 
and  p uni ih meats  in  the  Jewitli  dif- 
penfation.  In  fix  books.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Warburton,  M.  A.  Author  of 
the  Alliance  between  Church  and 
State  f 5  and  met  with  a  reception 
which  neither  the  fubjedt,  nor  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  treated, 
feemed  to  authorife.  It  was,  as  the 
author  afterwards  obferved,  fallen 
upon  in  fo  outrageous  and  brutal  a 
manner, as  had  been  fcarcely  pardon¬ 
able,  had  it  been  44  the  Divine  Le¬ 
gation  of  Mahomet.55  It  produced 
fever  a!  anfwers,  and  fo  much  abufe 
from  the  authors  of  “.The  Weekly 
Mifcellany,”  that  in  lefs  than  two 
months  he  was  conftrained  to  defend 
himfelf,  in  44  A  Vindication  of  the 
Author  of  the  Divine  Legation  of 
Mofes,  from  the  Afperfions  of  the 
Country  Clergyman’s  Letter  in  the 
Weekly  Mifcellany  of  February,  24, 

1  7*8, 55  8 vo.  Mr.  Warburton’s 

extraordinary  merit  had  mow  at¬ 
tracted  the  notice  of  the  heir-ap¬ 
parent  to  the  crown,  in  vvhofe  im¬ 
mediate  fervice  we  find  him,  in 
June  ’738,  when  he  publifhcd, 
4<  Faith  working  by  Charity  to 
Chrifiian  Edification  ;  a  fermon 
preached  at  the  laid  epilcopal  vilita- 
tion  for  confirmation  in  the  diocel'e 
of  Lincoln  ;  with  a  preface,  fiiew- 
ing  the  reafons  of  its  publication, 
and  a  poiffcript,  occafioned  by  feme 
letters  lately  pub li (lied  in  the  Week¬ 
ly  Mifcellany.  By  William  War¬ 
burton,  M.  A.  chaplain  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales.55  A 
fjpcood  edition  of  44  The  Divine  Le¬ 
gation”  alfo  appeared  in  November, 
1738.  In  March,  1739,  the  world 
was  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of 
this  extraordinary  genius  by  an  in¬ 
termitting  fever,  which  with  fome 
difficulty  was  relieved  by  a  plentiful 


ufe  of  the  bark.  The  44  EBay  on 
Man55  had  been  now  published  fome 
years ;  and  it  is  univerfally  hippo  fi -d 
that  the  author  had,  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  it,  adopted  the  ohilofophy 
of  lord  Bolingoroke,  whom  on  this 
occafion  he  had  followed  is  his 
guide,  without  underllandi  g  the 
the  tendency  of  his  principles.  In 
1738,  M.  de  Croufaz  wrote  fome 
remarks  on  it,  accruing  the  author 
ot  Spinofifm  and  naturalifm,  which 
falling  into  Mr.  Warburton’s  hands, 
he  publifhcd  a  defence  of  the-  firfl 
epiflle,  and  foon  after  of  the  re¬ 
maining  three,  in  feven  letters,  of 
which  fix  were  printed  in  1739,  and 
the  feventh  in  June  1740,  under 
the  title  of  “  A  Vindication  of  Mr* 
Pope’s  Efiay  on  Man,  by  the  author 
of  the  44  Divine  Legation.”  The 
opinion  which  Mr.  Pope  conceived 
of  thefe  defences,  as  well  as  of  their 
author,  will  be  bell  feen  in  his  let¬ 
ters.  In  confequence,  a  firm  friend- 
fliip  was  eftablifhed  between  them, 
which  continued  with  undiminifhed 
fervoui  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Pope, 
who,  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  paid  a  deference  and  refpedt  to 
his  friend’s  judgment  and  abilities, 
which  will  be  confidered  by  many  as 
almolt  bordering'  on  ferviiity.In  1741, 
the  fecund  volume  of  44  The  Divine 
Legation,”  in  two  parts,  containing 
books  IV.  V.  VI.  was  publifhcd  ; 
as  was  aifo  a  fecond  edition  of  the 
44  Alliance  between  Church  and 
State.”  In  the  fummer  of  that  year, 
Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Warburton,  in 
a  country  ramble,  took  Oxford  in 
their  way,  where  they  parted  ;  Mr. 
Pope,  after  one  day's  flay,  going 
weilward  ;  and  Mr.  Warburton,  who 
Hayed  a  day  after  him  to  vifit  Dr. 
Coney  beare,  then  dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  returning  to  London.  On 
that  day  the  vice  chancellor,  Dr. 
Leigh,  lent  a  meffage  to  his  lodg¬ 
ings,  with  the  ufual  compliment,  to 
I)  4  ,  know 
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know  if  a  doftor’s  degree  in  divi¬ 
nity  would  be  acceptable  to  him  ; 
to  which  fuch  an  anfwer  was  re¬ 
turned  as  fo  civil  a  meftage  deferved. 
About  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Pope  had 
the  like  offer  made  him  of  a  doctor’s 
degree  in  law,  which  he  feemed 
diTpofed  to  accept,  until  he  learned 
that  fome  impediment  had  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  his  friend’s 
receiving  the  compliment  intended 
for  him  by  the  Vice-Chancellor.  He 
then  absolutely  refufed  that  propofed 
to  himfelf.  Both  the  decrees  were 

1 7 

therefore  laid  afide  ;  and  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford  loft  fome  reputation 
by  the  conduit  of  this  hufmefs,  be¬ 
ing  thus  deprived  of  the  honour  of 
two  names,  which  certainly  would 
have  reflected  credit  on  the  fociety 
in  which  they  were  to  have  been 
enrolled.  Mr.  Pope’s  affedtion  for 
Mr.  Warburton  was  of  fervice  to 
him  in  more  refpedts  than  merely 
increafmg  his -fame.  He  introduced 
and  warmly  recommended  him  to 
mod  of  his  friends,  and  amongft  the 
reft  to  Ralph  Allen,  efq.  of  Prior- 
Park,  whofe  niece  he  fome  years  af¬ 
terwards  married,  and  whofe  great 
fortune  at  length  came  to  his  only 
fon„  In  confequence  of  this  intro¬ 
duction,  we  find  Mr.  Warburton  at 
Bath  in  1742.  There  he  printed  , a 
fermon  which  had  been  preached -at 
the  Abbey-Church,  on  the  24th  of 
Odfober,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Al¬ 
len’s  favourite  charity,  the  General 
Heffpital  or  Infirmary.  To  this  fer¬ 
mon,  which  was  publifhed  at  the 
xequeft  of  the  governors,  was  added, 
44  A  Short  Account  of  the  Nature, 
Rife,  and  Progrefs,"  of  the  General 
Infirmary  at  Bath  ”  In  this  year 
alio  he  printed  a  Differtation  on  the 
Origin  of  Hooks  of  Chivalry,  at  the 
end  of  Jarvis’s  Preface  to  a  Tranf- 
lation  of  Don  Quixote,  which,  Mr. 
Pope  tells  him,  he  had  not  got  over 
two  paragraphs  of,  before  he  cried 


out,  aut  Erafmus,  aut  diabolus.  44 1 
knew  you  (adds  he)  as  certainly  as 
the  ancients  did  the  gods,  by  the 
firft  pace  and  the  very  gait.  I  have 
not  a  moment  to  exprels  my  fell  in* 
but  could  not  omit  this,  which  de¬ 
lighted  me  fo  much,”  Mr.  Pope’s- 
attention  to  his  intereft  did  not  reft 
in  matters  which  were  in  his  own 
power; — he  recommended  him  to 
fome  who  were  more  able  to  affift 
him  :  in  particular,  he  obtained  a 
promife  from  lord  Granville,  which 
probably,  however,  ended  in  no¬ 
thing.  In  1742,  Mr.  Warburton 
publifhed  44  A  Critical  and  Phiiofo- 
phical  Commentary  ■  on  Mr.  Pope’s 
Efi’ay  on  Man.  In  which  is  con¬ 
tained  a  Vindication  of  the  faid  Ef- 
fay  from  the  Mifreprefentations  of 
Mr.  de  Refnel,  the  French  tranf- 
lator,  and  of  Mr.  de  Cronfaz,  Pro- 
feffor  of  Philofophy  and  Mathema¬ 
tics,  in  the  Academy  of  Laufanne, 
the  Commentator.”  It  was  at  this 
period,  when  Mr.  Warburton  had 
the  entire  confidence  of  Mr.  Pope* 
that  he  advifed  him  to  complete  the 
Dunciad,  by  changing  the  hero,  and 
adding  to  it  a  fourth  book.  This 
was  accordingly  executed  in  174 2, 
and  publifhed  early  in  1743,  4to. 
with  notes  by  our  author,  who,  in 
confequence  of  it,  received  his  fhare 
of  the  fatire  which  Mr.  Cibber  li¬ 
berally  beftowed  on  both  Mr.  Pope 
and  his  annotator.  In  the  latter  end 
of  the  fame  year,  he  publifhed  com¬ 
plete  editions  of  44  The  Eft  ay  on 
Man,”  and  44  The  Efiay  on  Criti- 
cilm and,  from  thefpecimen  which 
he  there  exhibited  of  his  abilities, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  Mr.  Pope  de¬ 
termined  to  commit  the  publication 
of  thofe  works,  which  he  fhould 
leave,  to  Mr.  Warburton’s  care.  At 
Mr.  Pope’s  defire,  he  about  this 
time  reviled  and  corredfea  the  44  Ef- 
fay  on  Homer,”  as  it  now  {lands  in 
the  laft  edition  of  that  tranftafion. 

The 
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The  publication  of  1‘  The  Dunciad” 
was  the  laft  fervice  which  our  au¬ 
thor  rendered  Mr.  Pope  in  his  life¬ 
time.  After  a  lingering  and  tedious 
ilinefs,  the  event  of  which  had  been 
.long  forefeen,  this  great  poet  died 
on  the  30th  of  May,  1744  ;  and  by 
his  will,  dated  the  12th  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  December,  bequeathed  to 
Mr.  Warburton  one  half  of  his  li¬ 
brary,  and  the  property  of  all  fuch 
of  his  works  already  printed  as  he 
had  not  othekwife  diipoied  of  or 
alienated,  and  all  the  profits  which 
lliould  arife  from  any  edition  to  be 
printed  after  his  death ;  but  at  the 
lame  time  directed,  that  they  fliould 
be  published  without  anv  future  al¬ 
terations.  In  1744,  his  affiftance  to 
Dr.  Z.  Grey  was  handfomelv  ac- 

*  J  m 

knowledged  in  the  Preface  to  Hudi- 
bras.  “  The  Divine  Legation  of 
Mores5’  had  now  been  publiihed 
feme  time,  and  various  anlwers  and 
objections  to  it  had  Farted  up  from 
different  quarters.  In  this  year, 
1744,  Mr.  Warburton  turned  his 
attention  to  thefe  attacks  on  his  fa¬ 
vourite  work  ;  and  defended  himfelf 
in  a  manner  which,  if  it  did  not 
prove  him  to  be  poffeffed  of  much 
humility  or  diffidence,  at  leaft  de- 
monftrated,  that  he  knew  how  to 
wield  the  weapons  of  controverfy 
with  the  hand  of  a  mailer.  His  firlf 
defence  now  appeared  under  the 
title  of  “  Remarks  on  feveral  Occa- 
fional  Reflections ;  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Middleton,  Dr.  Pococke, 
the  Maher  of  the  Charter-Houfe, 
Dr.  Richard  Grey,  and  others  ; 
ferving  to  explain  and  juftify  divers 
Railages  in  The  Divine  Legation, 
objected  to  by  thofe  learned  Writers. 
To  which  is  added,'  A  General  Re¬ 
view'  of  the  Argument  of  the  Divine 
Legation,  as  far  as  it  is  yet  ad¬ 
vanced  :  wherein  is  confidered  the 
Relation  the  feveral  Parts  bear  to 
.each  other,  and  the  Whole.  Toge- 
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ther  with  an  Appendix,  in  Anfwer 
to  a  late  Pamphlet,  intituled,  An 
Examination  of  Mr.  W - ’s  Se¬ 

cond  Propofition,”  8vo.  And  this 
was  followed  next  year  by  ‘‘Re¬ 
marks  on  feveral  Occafionai  Reflec¬ 
tions  ;  in  Anfwer  to  the  Rev.  Doc¬ 
tors  Stebbing  and  Sykes  ;  ferving  to 
explain  and  juftify  the  Two  Difle-r- 
tations  in  The  Divine  Legation, 
concerning  the  command  to  Abra¬ 
ham  to  ofter  up  his  fon,  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Jewith  Theocracy, 
objected  to  by  thofe  learned  writers. 
Part  Ii.  and  laft  8vo.  Both  thefe 
anfwers  are  couched  in  thofe  high 
terms  of  confident  luperiority,  which, 
marked  almoft  every  performance 
that  fell  from  his  pen  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  On  the  3th  of 
September,  1743,  the  frien.dfhip  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Mr.  Allen  was  more 
clofely  cemented  by  his  marriage 
with  Mifs  Tucker,  who  furvived 
him,  and  is  jiow  (1.78-1)  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  At  this  junc¬ 
ture  the  kingdom  was  under  a  great 
alarm,  occasioned  by  the  rebellion, 
breaking  out  in  Scotland.  Thole 
who  wifhed  well  to  the  then  eflab- 
lifhed  government  found  it  needfary 
to  exert  every  effort  which  could,  be 
ufed  againft  the  invading  enemy. 
The  clergy  were  not  wanting  on 
their  part ;  and  no  one  did  more 
fervice  than  Mr.  Warburton,  who 
printed  three  very  excellent  and  fea- 
lbnable.  fermons,  at  this  important 
crifts.  I.  “  A  faithful  Portrait  of 
Popery,  by  which  it  is  feen  to  be 
the  reverfe  of  Chriftianity,  as  it  is 
the  Deftrudion  ol  Morality,  Piety, 
and  Civil  Liberty.  A  Sermon, 
preached  at  St,  James’s  Church, 
Weftminfter,  Od.  174^.”  8vo.  II. 
“  A  Sermon  occafioned.  by  the  pre- 
fent  unnatural  Rebellion, &c.  preach¬ 
ed  in  Mr.  Allen’s  Chapel,  at  iVior- 
Park,  near  Bath,  Nov.  1749,  and 
publiihed  at  his  Requeft.”  8vo. 

III. 
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III.  u  The  Nature  of  National 
Offences  truly  Fated.  A  Sermon 
preached  on  the  General  Faff-Day, 
Dec,  18,  1 745 8vo.  1746,  On 
account  of  the  laft  of  thefe  fermons, 
he  was  again  involved  in  a  conf.ro- 
veirfy  with  his  iormer  antagonist, 
Dr.  Stebbing ;  which  occalioned 
*4  An  Apologetical  Dedication  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Stebbing,  m 
Anfwcr  to  his  Cenfure  and  Mifre- 
prefentaiicns  of  the  Sermon  preach¬ 
ed  on  the  General  Fail-Day  to  be 
©bfervcd  Dec.  18,  1745.”  8vo. 
3746.  Notwithftanding  his  great 
cpnnections,  his  acknowledged  abili¬ 
ties,  and  his  eftabliilied  reputation  ; 
a  reputation  founded  on  the  durable 
bails  of  learning,  and  upheld  by  the 
decent  and  attentive  performance  of 
every  duty  incident  to  his  ftation  ; 
yet  we  do  not  find  that  be  received 
any  addition  to  the  preferment  given 
him  in  1728  by  fir  Robert  Sutton 
(except  the  chaplainlhip  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales),  until  April  1746, 
when  he  was  imanimoufiy  called  by 
the  Society  of  Lincoln’s-! nn  to  be 
their  preacher.  In  November  he 
publifhed  4 4  A  Sermon  preached  on 
the  Thankfgiving  appointed  to  be 
observed  the  9th  of  Oct.  for  the 
Supprefiion  of  the  late  unnatural 
Rebellion*”  8vo.  1746.  In  1747, 
appeared  his  edition  of  Shakfpeare, 
and  his  Preface  to  Clariffa ;  and  in 
the  fame  year  he  publifhed,  1.  44  A 
Letter  from  an  Author  to  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  Parliament,  concerning  Lite¬ 
rary  Property.”  8  vo.  II.  44  Preface 
to  Mrs.  Cockburn’s  Remarks  upon 
the  Principles  and  Rcafonings  of 
Dr.  Rutheiforth’s  Effay  on  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Obligations  of  Virtue,” 
&rc.  8 vo.  III.  44  Preface  to  a  Cri¬ 
tical  Enquiry  into  the  Opinions  and 
Practice  of  the  Ancient  Philofo- 
phers,  concerning  the  Nature  of  a 
Future  State,  and  their  Method  of 
teaching  by  double  Dodlrine,”  [by 


Mr.  Towne]  Syo.  1747?  2d  edition. 
In  1748,  a  third  edition  of  44  The 
Alliance  between  Church  and  State: 
corrected  and  enlarged,”  In  1749, 
a  very  extraordinary  attack  was 
made  on  the  moral  character  of  Mr. 
Pope,  from  a  quarter  where  it  could 
be  the  leaft  expected.  His  44  Guide, 
Philofopher,  and  Friend,”  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  publifhed  a  book  which 
he  had  formerly  lent  Mr.  Pope  in 
MS.  The  preface  to  this  work, 
written  by  Mr.  Mallet,  contained 
an  acc illation  of  Mr.  Pope’s  having 
clandeftinely  printed  an  edition  of 
his  lordfhip’s  performance  without 
his  leave  or  knowledge.  A  defence 
of  the  poet  foon  after  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  was  univerfally  fl¬ 
ic  n  bed  to  Mr.  Warburton,  and  was 
afterwards  owned  by  him.  It  was 
called,  44.A  Letter  to  the  Editor  of 
the  Letters  on  the  Spirit  of  Patriot- 
ifm,  the  Idea  of  a  Patriot  King,  and 
the  State  of  Parties,  &c.  occalioned 
by  the  Editor’s  Advertifement,”  &c. 
which  foon  afterwards  produced  an 
abulive  pamphlet,  under  the  title  of 
44  A  Familiar  Epiftle  to  the  molt 
impudent  Man  living,”  8vo.  a  per¬ 
formance  as  hath  been  truly  ob- 
ferved,  couched  in  language  bad 
enough  to  difgrace  even  gaols  and 
garrets.  About  this  time  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  Dr.  Middleton’s  Enquiry 
concerning  the  Miraculous  Powers 
gave  rife  to  a  controverfy,  which 
was  managed  with  great  warmth  and 
.  afperity  on  both  fades,  and  not  much 
to  the  credit  of  either  party.  On 
this  occalion  Mr.  W  arburton  pub¬ 
lifhed  an  excellent  performance, 
written  with  a  degree  of  candour 
and  temper,  which,  it  is  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  he  did  not  always  exercife. 
The  title  of  it  was,  41  ) ulian  ;  or, 
A  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Earth¬ 
quake  and  Fiery  Eruption  which  de¬ 
feated  that  Emperor’s  attempt  to  re¬ 
build  the  Temple  at  Jerufalem,” 

8  vo« 
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Sv-q.  1750.  A  fecond  edition  of 
this  Dil'courfe,  44  with  additions,** 
appeared  1751  ;  in  which  year  he 
gave  the  public  his  edition  of  Mr. 
Pope’s  Works,  with  notes,  in  nine 
volumes,  8vo.  and  in  the  fame  year 
printed  44  A11  AniVer  to  a  Letter  to 
Dr.  Middleton,  inferred  in  a  pam? 
phlet  intitled,  The  Argutnent,  ut  the 
Divine  Legation  fairly  Fated, **  &c, 
8vo.  and  44  An  Account  of  the  Pro¬ 
phecies  of  Arife  Evans,  the  Welch 
Prophet,  in  the  laid  century,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  pieces  afterwards  fub- 
jedted  him  to  much  ridicule.  In 
1753,  Mr.  Warburton  publifhed  the 
firil  volume  of  a  Courfe  of  Sermons 
preached  at  Lincoln’s- Inn,  intitled, 
44  The  Principles  of  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion  occafionally 
opened  and  explained  and  this, 
in  the  fubfequent  year,  was  followed 
by  a  fecond.  After  the  public  had 
been  fome  time  promifed,  it  may, 
from  the  alarm  which  was  taken, 
be  aim  oft  laid  threatened  with,  the 
appearance  of  lord  Bolingbroke’s 
works,  they  were  about  this  time 
printed.  The  known  abilities  and 
infidelity  of  this  nobleman  had  cre¬ 
ated  apprehenfions,  in  the  minds  of 
many  people,  of  the  pernicious 
effedts  of  his  doctrines  :  and  nothing 
but  the  appearance  of  his  whole 
force  couki  have  convinced  his 
friends,  how  little  there  was  to  be 
dreaded  from  arguments  againft  re¬ 
ligion  fo  weakly  fupported.  The 
perfonal  enmity  which  had  been  ex¬ 
cited  many  years  before  between  the 
peer  and  our  author,  had  occafioned 
the  former  to  diredt  much  of  his 
reafoning  again  ft  two  works  of  the 
latter.  Many  anfwers  were  foon 
publifhed,  but  none  with  more 
acutenefs,  folidity,  and  fprightlinefs, 
than  44  A  View,  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke’s  Philofophy,  in  two  Letters 
toaFriend,  1754.”  The  Third  and 
Fourth  Letters  were  publifhed  in 
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1 7  5  3 with  another  edition  of  the 
two  former  ;  and  in  the  fame  year  a 
{mailer  edition  of  the  whole  ;  which, 
though  it  cameinto  the  world  without 
a  name,  was  univerfally  aicribed  to 
Mr.  Warburton,  and  afterwards  pub¬ 
licly  owned  by  him.  To  fome  copies 
of  this  is  prefixed  an  excellent  com¬ 
plimentary  epiftle  from  theprefident 
Montefquieu,  dated  May  26,  175 4^ 
At  this  advanced  period  of  his  life* 
that  preferment  which  his  abilities 
might  have  claimed,  and  which  had 
hitherto  been  withheld,  feemed  to 
be  approaching  towards  him.  la 
September,  1754,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  his  majeffy’s  chaplains  in  ordi¬ 
nary,  and  in  the  next  year  was  pre» 
fented  to  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral 
of  Durham,  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Mangey.  About  the  lame  time  the 
degree  of  Dodtor  of  Divinity  was 
conferred  on  him  by  Dr.  Herring, 
then  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  and 
a  new  impreffion  of  44  The  Divine 
Legation”  having  been  called  for, 
he  printed  a  fourth  edition  of  the 
firft  part  of  it,  corrected  and  enlarg¬ 
ed,  divided  into  two  volumes,  with 
a  dedication  to  the  earl  of  Hard- 
wicke.  The  fame  year  appeared 
44  A  Sermon  preached  before  his 
grace  Charles,  dukOof  Marlborough, 
Prefident,  and  the  Governors  of  the 
Hofpital  for  the  Small-pox  and  for 
Inoculation,  at  the  Parifh  Church 
of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn,  on  Thurf- 
day,  April  the  24th,  1755,”  4t0- 
And  in  175 6,  44  Natural  and  Civil 
Events  the  Inftruments  of  God’s 
Moral  Government,  A  Sermon 
preached  on  the  laft  public  Faff- 
Day,  at  Lincoln’s-! nn  Chapel,”  4to. 
In  1757 ,  a  pamphlet  was  publifhed 
called  44  Remarks  on  Mr.  David 
Hume’s  Eft  ay  on  the  Natural  Hif- 
tory  of  Religion  ;”  which  is  laid  to 
have  been  compofed  of  marginal  ob- 
fervations  made  by  Dr.  Warburton, 
on  reading  Mr.  Hume’s  book  ;  and 

which 
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which  gave  fo  much  offence  to  the 
author  animadverted  upon,  that  he 
thought  it  of  importance  enough  to 
defer ve  particular  mention  in  the 
fhort  account  of  his  life.  On  the 
nth  of  October,  in  this  year,  our 
author  was  advanced  to  the  deanry 
of  Briftol  ;  and  in  1 75 B  republifned 
the  fecond  part  of  44  The  Divine 
Legation,”  divided  into  two  parts, 
with  a  dedication  to  the  prefent  earl 
of  Mansfield,  which  deferves  to  be 
read  by  every  perfon  who  efteems. 
the  well-being  of  fociety  as  a  con¬ 
cern  of  any  importance.  In  one 
of  thefe  volumes  Dr.  Taylor  is  treat¬ 
ed  with  much  feverity,  in  confe- 
iquence  of  a  private  pique.  At  the 
latter  end  of  the  next  year,  Dr.  War- 
burton  received  the  honour,  fo  juftly 
due  to  his  merit,  of  being  (on  the 
226.  of  December)  dignified  with 
the  mitre,  and  promoted  to  the  va¬ 
cant  fee  of  Gloucefter.  He  was  con- 
fecrated  on  the  acth  of  January, 
1760;  and  on  the  30th  of  the  fame 
month  preached  be  lore  the  houfe  of 
lords.  In  the  next  year  he  printed 
“  A  Rational  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  End  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,”  121110.  In 
1762,  he  publifhed  44  The  DoCtrine 
of  Grace  :  or,  the  Office  and  Opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  vindicated 
from  the  Infults  of  Infidelity  and  the 
Abufes  of  Fanaticifm,”  2  volumes, 
1  21110 ;  and  in  the  fucceeding  year 
drew  upon  himfelf  much  illiberal 
ah ufe  from  fome  writers  of  the  po¬ 
pular  party,  on  occafion  of  his  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the 
15th  of  November,  1763,  again  ft 
Mr.  Wilkes,  for  putting  his  name 
to  certain  notes  on  the  infamous 
*•  Eft  ay  of  Woman.”  I11  176c, 

another  edition  of  the  fecond  part 
of  “  The  Divine  Legation”  was 
publifhed  as  volumes  III.  IV.  and 
V. ;  the  two  parts  printed  in  17^ 
being  confidered  us  volumes  I,  and 
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II.  It  was  this  edition  which  pro* 
duced  the  well-known  controverfy 
between  him  and  Dr.  Lowth.  On 
this  occafion  was  publifhed,  44  The 
Second  Part  of  an  Epiftolary  Corrc- 
fpondence  between  the  Biftiop  of 
Gloucefter  and  the  late  Profeffor  of 
Oxford,  without  an  imprimatur, 
i.  e.  without  a  cover  to  the  violated 
laws  of  honour  and  fociety,  1766,” 
bvo.  In  1776,  he  gave  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  44  The  Alliance  between 
Church  and  State,”  and  a  44  Sermon 
preached  before  the  incorporated 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts ;  at  the 
Anniverfary  Meeting  in  the  Parifli 
Church  of  St.  Mary-le-B.ow,  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Feb.  21,”  Bvo.  The  next 
year  produced  a  third  volume  of  his 
fermons,  dedicated  to  lady  Mans¬ 
field  ;  and  with  this,  and  a  fingle 
44  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Laurence 
Jewry,  on  Thurfday,  April  30, 
1767,  before  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Edward  Duke  of  York,  Prelidetif, 
and  the  Governors  of  the  London 
Hofpital,  &c.  4to.”  he  clofed  his 
literary  labours.  His  faculties  con¬ 
tinued  unimpaired  for  fome  time  af¬ 
ter  this  period;  and  in  1769,  he 
gave  confiderable  affi  fiance  to  Mr. 
Ruff  head,  in  his  life  of  Mr.  Pope. 
He  alfo  transferred  50CI.  to  lord 
Mansfield,  judge  Wilmot,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Y  orke,  upon  truft,  to  found 
a  leCture  in  the  form  of  a  courfe  of 
fermons  ;  to  prove  the  truth  of  re¬ 
vealed  religion  in  general,  and  of  the 
Chriftian  in  particular,  from  the 
completion  of  the  prophecies  in  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  which  re¬ 
late  to  the  Chriftian  church,  efpe-. 
cially  to  the  apoftacy  of  papal  Rome, 
To  this  foundation  we  owe  the  ad¬ 
mirable  Introductory  LeCtures  of 
biftiop  Hurd  ;  and  the  well-adapted 
continuation  of  bifhop  Hallifax  a>id 
biftiop  Bagot.  It  is  a  melancholy  re¬ 
flection.  that  a  life  fpeut  in  the  eo li¬ 
ft  ant 
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fhnt  purfuit  df  knowledge,  frequent¬ 
ly  terminates  in  the  lofs  of  thofe 
powers,  the  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  which  are  attended  to  with 
too  ftridt  and  unabated  a  degree  of 
ardour.  This  was  in  fome  degree 
the  misfortune  of  Dr.  Warburton. 

Like  Swift  and  the  great  duke  of 
Marlborough,  he  gradually  funk  in¬ 
to  a  fituation  in  which  it  was  a  fa¬ 
tigue  to  him  to  enter  into  general 
converfation.  There  were,  how¬ 
ever,  a  few  old  and  valuable  friends, 
in  whofe  company,  even  to  the  lait, 
his  mental  faculties  were  exerted  in 

To  the  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  WARBU  R  T  O  N,  D.  D. 

For  more  than  xix.  Years  Bifliop  of  this  See. 

A  Prelate 

Of  the  moll  fublime  Genius,  and  exquifite 
Learning* 

,  Both  which  Talents 

He  employed  through  a  long  Life, 

In  the  Support 
Of  what  he  firmly  believed, 

The  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION; 

And 

Of  what  he  efleemed  the  bell  Eftablifliment  of  ifs 
The  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND. 

He  was  born  at  Newark  upon  Trent, 

Dec.  2 4,  1698. 

Was  confecrated  BISHOP  of  Gloucefler, 
Jan.  20,  1760. 

Died  at  his  Palace,  in  this  City, 

June  7,  1779, 

And  was  buried  near  this  place, n 
Beneath  the  entablature  is  his  head  in  a  medallion. 


their  wonted  force  ;  and  at  fiich. 
times  he  would  appear  chearful  for 
feveral  hours,  and  on  the  departure 
of  his  friends,  retreat  as  it  were 
within  himfelf.  This  melancholy 
habit  was  aggravated  by  the  lofs  of 
his  only  fon,  a  very  promiling  young 
gentleman,  who  died  of  a  confump- 
tion  but  a  fhort  time  before  the  bi- 
fiiop  himfelf  refigned  to  fate,  in  the  \ 
8 1  ft  year  of  his  age.  A  neat  marble 
monument  has  been  lately  eredled  in 
the  cathedral  of  Gloucefler,  with 
this  infcription : 
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ANECDOTES  of  WILLIAM  PULTENEY,  afterwards  EARL  of 
BATH,  containing  the  Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Change  of  Adminiftra-* 
tion,  in  1741. 

[From  Bifhop  Newton’s  Account  of  his  own  Life,  with  Anecdotes  of 

feveral  of  his  Friends.] 


A  T  the  beginning  of  the  new 
parlament  in  1741,  when 
it  appeared  by  the  choice  or  a  chair¬ 
man  for  the  committee  of  eledions, 
and  by  the  Weftminfter  eledion  and 
fome  other  points  carried  againft  the 
court,  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  could 
no  longer  maintain  his  power  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  requefted  of  Mr.  Pulteney 
to  give  him  and  the  lord  chancellor 
Hardwickethe  meeting  privately  one 
evening  at  Mr.  Stone’s  houfe  at 
Whitehall.  Though  he  had  all  due 
refped  for  thofe  two  great  perlons, 
yet  he  prudently  declined  to  give 
them  a  private  meeting,  as  in  that 
critical  fituation  of  affairs  it  might 
give  advantage  to  his  enemies,  and 
occafion  jealoufy  in  his  friends :  but 
he  was  willing  to  receive  them  pub¬ 
licly  at  his  own  houfe,  and  only  de¬ 
sired  that  as  they  were  two,  one 
other  might  be  joined  with  him, 
naming  lord  Carteret,  to  which  they 
readily  confented.  Accordingly  they 
met  at  Mr.  Pulteney ’s  houfe  that 
evening ;  and  his  grace  began  by 
faying  that  they  came  deputed  from 
his  majefty  ;  that  his  majeiiy  was 
fenjible  Sir  Robert  Walpole  could 
not  any  longer  carry  on  the  bufmefs 
of  the  houfe,  and  therefore  his  raa-- 
iefty  w'as  willing  to  throw  all  his  af¬ 
fairs  into  Mr.  Pulteney’s  hands ;  but 
upon  this  exprefs  condition,  that 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  fhould  not  be 
profecuted  ;  for  the  king  could  not, 
confidently  with  his  honor,  give  him 
up  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pulteney  re¬ 
plied,  that  if  that  condition  was  to 
be  made  the  foundation  of  the  trea¬ 


ty,  the  treaty  mud  be  at  an  end  be* 
fore  it  had  begun ;  for  that  was  a 
condition  that  he  never  would  com- 
ply  with  :  but  even  fuppofing  it  was 
his  inclination,  yet  it  might  never’ 
be  in  his  power  to  fulfil  fuch  an  en¬ 
gagement  ;  for  the  heads  of  parties? 
were  fomewhat  like  the  heads  of 
{bakes,  which  were  urged  on  by  the 
tail.  He  therefore  neither  could, 
nor  ever  would  accept  of  fuch  a 
condition.  For  his  part  he  would 
be  no  fcreen ;  but  if  his  majefty 
pleafed  to  have  any  farther  treaty  or 
difcourfe  with  him,  he  was  verv 
ready  to  pay  hjs  duty  at  St.  James’s, 
though  he  had  not  been  there  for  fo 
many  years  ;  but  he  would  not  come 
privately,  but  publicly  and  openly 
at  noon-day,  to  prevent  all  jealoufy 
and  fufpicion.  And  fo  they  broke 

up,  anduhe  meeting  ended  without 
effect.  Before  they  parted,  fome 
Champagne  was  called  for,  and  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle  drank  Here’s 
to  a  happier  meeting.”  Mr.  Pulte¬ 
ney  immediately  replied  out  of 
Shakefpear’s  Julius  Casfar, 

If  we  do  meet  again,  why,  we 
fhall  fmile  ; 

If  not,  why,  then  this  parting  was 
well  made. 

<c  A  day  or  two  pafted,  and  no¬ 
thing  farther  was  tranfaded ;  but 
then  another  meeting  was  delired  at 
the  fame  place,  of  the  fame  compa¬ 
ny,  and  they  met  accordingly.  The 
noble  duke  fald  that  he  was  now 
commiffioned  by  his  majefty  to  give 
up  every  thing  into  the  honourable 
gentleman’s  hands,  and  without  the 
condition  that  was  mentioned  before ; 

bu  t 
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but  only  his  majedy  begged  and  en¬ 
treated  of  him,  if  any  profecution 
fhould  be  commenced  a  vain  ft  Sir 

i  c_> 

Robert  Walpole,  though,  he  nr  ght 
not  choofe  to  oppofe  it,  yet  that  he 
would  not  inflame  it :  the  thing  war 
■not  infilled  upon,  but  was  left  to  his 
generality  and  good  nature.  He 
made  anfwer,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  a  man  of  blood ;  what  might 
be  done,  or  might  be  proper  to  be 
done,  he  could  not  undertake  to  fay  ; 
he  muff  take  the  opinion  and  advice 
of  his  friends  ;  but  he  thought  that 
ibme  parlamentary  cenfure  at  lead 
ought  to  beiriflidfed  for  fo  many  years 
of  mal-adminidration.  The  noble 
duke  faid  farther,  by  authority  from 
his  majefly,  that  he  hoped  the  ho¬ 
norable  gentleman  would  not  be  for 
diftreding  the  government,  or  mak¬ 
ing  too  many  alterations  now  in  the 
midff  of  a  feflion  of  parlament,  but 
that  he  asd  his  friends  would  be 
content,  for  the  prefent,  with  the 
removal  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and 
a  few  others.  The  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  was  fo  far  from  ever  intend¬ 
ing  to  diftrefs  his  majeffy's  govern¬ 
ment,  that  he  had  always  the  molf 
dutiful  thoughts  and  aflections  to¬ 
wards  him  ;  and  he  was  fen  Able 
enough  that  to  make  all  the  changes 
now  in  the  midff  of  the  feflion  would 
put  too  great  a  {top  to  the  public 
bufinefs,  and  throw  every  thing  into 
confufion.  For  upon  new  changes, 
there  muff  of  courfe  be  new  writs 
and  new  elections:  and  if  the  par- 
lament  fhould  he  adjourned  till  all 
the  members  could  be  re-chofen,  the 
bufinefs  of  the  nation  could  hot  go 
on,  nor  the  necelfary  ftipplies  be 
railed  in  due  time  ;  and  if  the  par- 
lament  fhould  not  be  adjourned, 
then  thofe  who  fhould  be  turned  out , 
would,  during  the  vacancies,  be 
too  ftrong  for  thofe  who  -fhould 
come  in ,  and  might  undo  all  that 
was  doing,  and  fee  every  thing  aflote 


again,  fo  that  there  would  be  little 
lets  than  a  civil  war  in  the  parlament 
and  in  the  nation.  His  moderation, 
therefore,  was  as  great  and  confpi- 
cuous  as  his  prudence.  He  did  not 
infill  upon  a  total  change  of  every 
perfon  belonging  to  the  court :  he 
acknowledged  that  he  had  no  par¬ 
ticular  objection  (for  mflance)  to 
the  noble  duke  or  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor  :  but  he  laid  there  muff  be  an 
alteration  of  men  as  well  as  of  mea- 
fures ;  and  for  the  prefent,  he  in¬ 
filled  only  upon  the  main  forts  of 
government  being  delivered  into 
their  hands  as  their  feeurity  for  the 
red;  that  is,  upon  a  majority  in  the 
cabinet  council,  upon  a  fecretary  of 
date  for  Scotland,  upon  a  board  of 
treafury  and  of  admiralty,  and  upon 
turning  out  forne  other  perfons  who 
were  mod  obnoxious.  Some  of  thefe 
points  were  controverted ;  but  Mr. 
Pulteney  infilling  abfolutely  upon 
them,  they  were  at  lad  yielded  to 
him.  It  was  not  without  Tome  re¬ 
luctance  that  his  grace  alien  ted  :  and 
he  faid  that  he  fuppofed  the  honor¬ 
able  gentleman  would  choofe  to  be 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  treafury  ; 
it  was  his  majedy’s  earned  and  re¬ 
peated  defile  that  lie  would  be  fo. 
No,  faid  the- honorable  gentleman; 
as  the  difpoiitipn  of  places  is  put 
into  my  hands,  I  will  accept  of 
none  myfelf ;  I  have  often  declared 
againd  accepting  any  place,  and  will 
be  conffant  to  myfelf ;  and  named 
lord  Carteret  for  to  be  at  the  head 
of  the  treafury,  who  bowred,  and 
Was  very  thankful  to  him  for  the 
honor  he  had  done  him,  and  readily 
accepted  it.  He  named,  likewife, 
Mr.  Sandvs  to  be  chancellor  of  the 
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exchequer,  under  the  lord  Carteret, 
and  Sir  John  Rulhout,  and  Mr. 
Gybbon,  and  Mr.  Waller  for  the 
other  commiflioners.  A  new  board 
of  admiralty  was  alfo  named,  and 
Sir  John  Hind  Cotton  was  one  of 

them. 
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them.  The  marquis  of  Tweedale  John  Hind  Cotton  likewife  raifed 


was  likewife  appointed  fecretary  of 
Hate  for  Scotland.  Thefe  and  fome 
other  matters  were  agreed  and  ad¬ 
jured  at  this  meeting  ;  and  before 
they  parted,  the  honorable  gentle¬ 
man  declared,  that  he  was  under 
fuch  engagements  with  the  duke' of 
Argyle,  that  he  inuft  acquaint  him 
with  all  that  had  palled,  and  neither 
fhould  he  oblige  him  to  fecrecy,  but 
leave  him  at  liberty  to  tell  lord 
Chefterfield,  or  lord  Cobham,  or 
any  of  his  friends,  as  he  faw  proper 
or  not.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle, 
with  fome  unwillingneft,  confented 
to  it ;  and  fo  this  meeting  ended 
with  better  effeCt  than  the  former. 

44  But  during  this  time  lord  Cob- 
ham  and  feveral  others  were  forming 
a  party  among  themfelves.  For  they 
were  offended  at  lord  Carteret’s  be¬ 
ing  called  to  thefe  meetings,  whom 
they  by  no  means  loved  or  efteemed  : 
they  refented  and  took  it  ill  that  he 
fhould  be  fo  much  more  conlidered 
and  trufted  than  any  of  them.  And 
this  unfcafonable ,  and  I  may  fay,  u?i- 
rcafonable  jealoufy,  arofe  to  fuch  a 
heighth,  that  when  Mr.  Pulteney 
came  to  talk  with  his  friends,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  Mr.  Waller  of  what  he 
deiigned  for  him,  Mr.  Waller  he- 
fitated  whether  he  fhould  accept  it, 
and  was  doubtful  and  fcrupulous  of 
coming  in,  unlefs  the  party  were  to 
come  in  one  and  all  together.  Mr. 
pulteney  demonftrated  the  impratfti- 
cability  of  fuch  a  fcheme  at  prelent  ; 
fhowed  him  that  they  fhould  have 
power  enough  in  their  hands  to  fe- 
eure  all  the  reft  in  future ;  conjured 
him  not  to  begin  a  fchifm  and  divi- 
fion  among  themfelves  ;  entreated 
him  not  to  give  their  enemies  fuch 
an  advantage  over  them  :  for  though 
they  were  too  ftrong  for  the  court 
party  now  they  were  united,  yet  the 
court  party  would  be  too  ftrong  for 
them  if  t;hey  fhould  be  divided.  Sir 


fome  difficulties,  which  there  is  no 
need  particularly  to  mention.  And 
thus  diviftons  were  growing  up  apace 
among  thofe,  whofe  greateft  ftrength 
conftfted  in  their  union, 

44  The  fame  party  likewife  got 
about  the  prince,  and  infufed  their 
notions  into  him,  infomuch  that  his 
royal  highnefs  deftred  Mr.  Pulteney 
to  meet  feveral  lords  in  order  to  con- 
ftder  and  difeourfe  upon  the  matter 
in  his  prefence.  There  were  to  be 
the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of 
Chefterfleld,  lord  Cobham,  lord 
Gower,  lord  Bathurft,  and  lome 
others.  It  was  unequal  for  one 
alone  to  engage  fo  many  great  men  ; 
but  however,  he  was  fecure  of  the 
goodnefs  of  his  cauie,  and  only  de- 
ixred  that  the  earl  of  Scarborough, 
might  alfo  be  prefent.  They  made' 
their  objections  feverally,  and  he 
anfwered  one  and  anfwcred  another. 
The  main  of  what  they  urged  was, 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  total  change 
of  adminiftration,  that  the  alterati¬ 
ons  intended  were  not  fufheient,  that 
too  many  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole’s 
friends  would  be  left  about  the  king, 
and  things  would  ftill  continue  un¬ 
der  his  influence ;  he  would  direCt 
and  manage  all  behind  the  curtain. 
The  honorable  gentleman  argued, 
that  he  could  fee  no  reaion  for  thefe 
fears  and  apprehenfions.  He  could 
not  anfwer  indeed  but  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  might  continue  a  greater 
perfonal  favorite  with  the  king  than 
any  of  them,  or  than  all  of  them 
together  :  but  it  could  not  be  in  Sir 
Robert  Walpole’s  power  to  hurt 
them,  if  they  kept  united  among- 
themfelves;  nothing  could  hurt  them 
but  their  own  diviftons.  They  had 
nothing  elfe  to  fear ;  for  they  fhould 
have  the  ftaff  in  their  own  hands, 
and  by  the  changes  which  were  now 
to  be  made,  they  fhould  have  power 
enough  to  make  any  other  changes 

which 
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■which  they  might  think  proper  at 
the  end  of  the  felfion.  For  he  had 
ftipulated  for  his  grace,  and  lord 
Cobham,  and  lord  Gower,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Tweedale,  earl  of  Wincltel- 
fea,  lord  Carteret,  and  himfelf,  to  be 
of  the  cabinet  council  (lord  Che  iter- 
field  was  omitted  for  particular  rea- 
fons)  and  they  feven  would  make  fo 
very  great  a  majority,  that  they 
Ihould  have  the  direction  of  every 
thing  there.  And  then  too  they 
fhould  have  all  the  power  of  the 
tie  a  fury  in  their  hands,  they  fhould 
have  all  the  power  of  the  admiralty, 
and  feveral  other  eonfiderable  places. 
What  had  they  then  to  fear  ?  'If 
they  were  to  make  a  thorough 
change  at  this  time  there  would  be 
nothing  but  diforder  and  con fu lion  : 
but  by  thefe  pledges  in  their  hands 
at  prefent,  they  ihould  have  fecu- 
fity  enough  for  the  future ;  all  the 
jell  would  follow  of  courfe,  and  they 
might  command  them  whenever 
they  pleafed.  In  fliort,  his  royal 
highnefs  declared  himfelf  fatisfied 
with  thefe  reafons,  and  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  that  they  fhould  all 
go  to  court. 

44  We  have  lefs  occafion  to  be 
particular  in  relating  what  palled  at 
the  Fountain  tavern,  as  it  was  more 
public,  and  is  more  generally  known, 
how  there  was  a' meeting  there  of 
lords  and  commons;  how  much  the 
fame  objections  were  made,  and 
much  the  fame  anfwers  returned  : 
how  fome  indecent  reflections  were 
caff  upon  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  particularly  by  the  duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  who  faid  that  a  grain  of  ho¬ 
ne  fty  vvas  worth  a  cart-load  of 
gold  :  howT  the  honorable  gentleman 
thought  it  very  hard  (as  he  might 
well  think  it  very  hard)  for  fuch  re¬ 
flections  to  be  call  upon  him,  who 
had  done  every  thing  for  them,  and 
nothing  for  himfelf :  how  he  thought 
it  flill  harder  for  fuch  reflections  to 
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proceed  from  one ,  who  had  enjoyed 
fo  many  lucrative  polls  under  Sir 
Robert  Walpole’s  adminiflration, 
who  had  concurred  in  all  his  mea- 
fures  for  fo  many  years  together, 
and  confequently  had  lefs  merit  in 
the  oppolitibn,  having  joined  in  ic 
fo  very  lately,  after  almoil  all  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  :  how 
he  allured  them  however  of  his  zeal 
for  the  common  caufe,  and  begged 
of  them  to  beware  of  jealoufles  as 
the  only  thing  that  could  ruin  them  z 
how  he  prefled  unanimity  at  home, 
and  the  fupport  of  the  war  abroad  : 
how  he  infilled  that  ail  things  would 
be  fettled  to  their  fatisfaclion,  if 
they  did  not  prevent  it  by  their  di- 
vifions  :  and  how  the  greatefl  part 
were  fatisfied,  or  feemed  at  leafl  to 
be  fatisfied,  with  his  arguments  and 
declarations. 

44  Here  were  fine  advantages  given 
to  the  advene  party  ;  and  no  wonder 
that  at  court  they  remembered  the 
old  maxim  divide  et  impera,  and  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  it.  For  fee¬ 
ing  and  hearing  of  thefe  things,  they 
began  now  to  recover  their  fpirits, 
fneered  at  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  faid  fcoflingly  and  infu kingly 
enough,  that  he  could  not  fo  much 
as  command  his  own  party,  that  he 
could  not  be  fu  re  of  his  own  friends, 
that  his  friends  were  falling  off  from 
him,  and  the  like.  It  was  inti¬ 
mated  now,  that  his  majefly  did  not 
approve  of  lord  Carteret  for  the  firffe 
commiffioner  of  the  treafury,  but 
was  content  that  he  fhould  be  fecre- 
tary  of  flats.  .His  majefly  would 
very  willingly  have  placed  the  ho¬ 
norable  gentleman  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury  ;  but  fince  he 
had  declined  it,  his  majefly  was  de- 
firous  that  lord  Wilmington  might 
fucceed  to  it  •  his  majefly  had  en¬ 
gaged  his  royal  word  to  him  that  he 
fhould  fucceed  ;  he  was  bis  old  and 
faithful  fervant,  and  the  hoitbrahle 
E  gen^ 
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gentleman  and  bis  friends  CGuld 
have  no  objection  to  him.  His  ma- 
jeffy  alfo  himfelf  requeued  of  Mr. 
Pulteney  to  prevail  with  his  friend 
lord  Carteret  to  defiff  from  his  pur- 
pofe,  which  requell  he  the  rather 
complied  with,  as  he  was  fatisfied 
that  lord  Wilmington  neither  could 
nor  would  ob hr uhl  their  meafores  in 
the  treal'ury,  and  as  he  knew  very 
well  that  his  friend  lord  Carteret 
would  excel  lb  much  more  in  one 
capacity  than  in  the  other,  being 
more  eonverfant  in  foreign  affairs 
than  in  matters  relating  to  the 
finances.  A  little  afterwards  fome 
objections  were  made  to  the  honor* 
able  gentleman’s  li ft  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  :  his  majeity  could  by 
j?o  means  agree  to  make  them  all ; 
and  it  was  infilled  that  fome  of  the 
king’s  friends  (as  they  were  called) 
fhould  be  of  the  number.  A  demurrer 
was  likewife  made  to  fome  ether  al¬ 
terations,  which  had  been  llipulated 
and  agreed*  And  thus  was  the  court 
beginning  to  reap  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantages  from  the  divifions  of  the 
Country  party. 

“  However  the  duke  of  Argyle 
was  reffored  to  his  places,  lord  Cob- 
ham  was  reffored  to  a  regiment,  and 
feveral  other  alterations  were  made 
which  need  not  be  here  enumerated. 
But  at  the  fame  time  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  fenfible  of  the  noble 
duke’s  warmth  of  temper^  and  was 
afraid  that  fome  perlons  might  take 
advantage  of  it,  and  inflame  him 
and  hurry  him  beyond  the  bounds 
of  moderation.  He  was  likewife  ap- 
prebeiifive,  that  the  noble  duke 
might  not  be  looked  upon  at  court 
with  fo  gracious  an  eye  as  he  might 
expect ;  and  though  he  was  reffored 
to  all  his  places,  yet  he  might  not 
find  himfelf  reffored  to  favor.  He 
coniured  him  therefore  to  take  no 
notice  of  it,  as  his  grace  knew  the 
temper  there  well  enough  $  in  a 


littid  time  he  might  be  received 
more  gr  icioufly  ;  and  he  infilled 
upon  his  grace’s  word  and  honor, 
that  he  would  not  refign  his  places 
without  firff  acquainting  him*  His 
grace  promifed  accordingly  upon  his 
word  and  honor.  But  Mr*  Pulteney, 
tired  and  a'lmoft  wearied  out,  went 
only  for  a  day  or  two  into  the  coun¬ 
try  for  a  little  ffefh  air ;  and  when 
he  came  to  town  again,  the  firff 
thing  he  heard  was,  that  the  duk<5 
of  Argyle  had  been  at  court  that 
morning,  and  had  refigned  all  his 
places.  He  was  heartily  vexed,  as  a 
more  fatal  ftep  could  not  have  been 
taken  to  undo  all  that  he  was  doing  5 
and  while  he  was  laboring  all  he 
could  to  reconcile  the  king  to  the 
country  party,  this  he  was  certain 
Would  provoke  and  exafperate  him 
more  againff  it. 

“  And  then,  during  that  unhappy 
period,  when  he  was  confined  by  the 
licknefs  and  death  of  his  dearly  be¬ 
loved  and  only  daughter,  the  oppo* 
fitjon  had  a  mind  to  Ihow  that  they 
ctiuld  Hill  be  a  formidable  opposition, 
and  carry  things  without  him  ;  and 
therefore  they  determined  to  move 
for  a  feCset  committee  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  for  inquiring  into,  lord  Orford’s 
adminiffration.  Here  we  are  forry 
to  fay,  that  the  lords  Winchelfea  -and 
Carteret  did  not  a£l  the  fair  and 
candid  part  in  making  ufe  of  his 
name  without  his  authority,  by  in¬ 
timating  to  his  friends  that  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  him,  if  they  would 
not  attend  any  fuch  motion.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  motion  was  made* 
while  he  was  confined  at  home,  and 
while  Mr.  Sandys  was  gone  down  to* 
Worceffer  to  be'  re-ele£led  ;  and  as  it 
is  very  well  known,  was  loft  by  a 
confide  rab  1  e  m  a  jo  ri  ty  aga  i  n  ft  i  t.  But 
as  foon  as  ever  he  could  with  decency 
appear  again  in  public,  to  clear  him- 
feif  from  all  imputations  ot  being 
the  fereea  that  he  was  unjuft  ly  fup- 
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jkjfed  to  be  ;  he  mUde  the  rhotiori 
Himfelf  for  a  fecret  committee  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  lord  Orfofd’s  conduct  tor 
ten  years  lift  pa  it,  arid  he  carried  it  : 
but  at  the  lame  time  defined  to  be 
fexcufed  froitl  being  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee*  on  account  of  fome  ex- 
preflions  which  he  had  thrown  out  in 
the  heat  of  oppolitioti.  No  man  was 
more  defirous  than  he,  that  the  na¬ 
tion  Ihould  hare  juftice  ;  but  then 
be  would  not  have  that  juftice  ful- 
lied  by  any  thing  that  might  look 
like  perfonal  pique  and  private  re¬ 
venge.  If  this  inquiry  terminated 
in  nothing  more  effectual  than  it  did, 
the  defied!  rauft  be  attributed  partly 
to  the  cold  water  which  had  already 
been,  thrown  upon  it*  and  partly  to 
the  want  of  a  bill  to  indemnify  thofe 
perfons  who  fliould  eqnfefs  any  cor¬ 
rupt  practices,  which  bill  Was  chiefly 
by  his  means  carried  through  the 
boufe  of  comrhoris;  but  Was  thrown 
out  of  the  hobfe  of  lords  ;  and  yet 
from  the  report  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  enough  appeared  to  (how  that 
fbmething  worfe  lay  at  the  bottom. 

i6  But  frill  jealouftes  and  di vi¬ 
sions  prevailed  more  and  more  in  the 
country  party,  arid  the  court  party 
hot  only  recovered  courage,  but  re¬ 
gained  ftrength.  And  the  honorable 
gentleman  between  both,  as  it  Were 
between  two  fires,  was  really  in  a 
“very  unhappy  lituation  ;  for  as  on 
the  one  fide  the  country  fufpected  him 
and  were  falling  off  from  him,  be- 
eaufe  the  court  did  not  fulfil  their 
engagements  to  him  ;  fo  on  the  othcf 
fide  the  court  did  not  fulfil  their 
engagements  to  him,  becaul'e  they 
law  the  countiy  were  falling  off  from 
feim.  The  broad-bottom  (as  it  was 
Called)  wfere  now  become  the  fub- 
jedt  of  derifion,  and  his  majefty 
Would  fuffet  no  more  of  theiil  to  be 
placed  about  him.  The  tories  were 
treated  as  little  better  than  Jaco¬ 
bites,  and  as  altogether  unfit  fc?t  his 


majefty  *s  fervice  Infomuch  that 
the  .honorable  gentleman  at  feveral 
audiences,  arid  Upon  leveral  occa- 
fions;  prefled  and  urged  again  and 
agdin,  that  the  tories  were  by  no 
means  jdcobites,  but  to  ufe  them  as 
Jacobites  was  the  ready  way  to  make 
them  fo  ;  that  two  thirds  of  the  na¬ 
tion  were  tories,  and  feveral  of  them. 
Were  men  of  great  eftates  and  for¬ 
tunes  ;  and  why  would  his  majefty 
niakc  himfelf  only  the  head  of  a 
party,  when  he  niight  be  king  of 
the  whole  nation  ?  He  was  himfelf 
a  whig,  and  his  tiioft  intimate  friends 
dnd  companions  were  whigs  ;  and 
he  would  have  the  maiii  body  of  the? 
tree  in  his  majefty’s  government  to 
confift  of  whigs,  but  then  he  wifhed 

ave  fome  tories  irioculated  and 
ingrafted  upon  it.  The  tories  were 
not  many  of  them  matters  of  num¬ 
bers  or  of  languages,  and  confc- 
quently  could  not,  and  did  not  ex¬ 
pert  the  firft  pofts  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  :  but  his  niajefty  by  giving  a 
few  places  at  court  to  fouie  of  the 
liioft  conliderable,  and  by  making 
others  lord  lieutenants  of  counties, 
and  by  fome  other  marks  of  his 
royal  favor  taking  off  the  heads  and 
leaders  of  them,  might  draw  the 
teeth  of  all  the  reft,  arid  they  could 
never  more  unite  in  oppofition  to 
his  government.  His  majefty  by 
thefe  means  might  abolifh  all  diftinc- 
tion  of  parties,  and  would  enjoy  a 
peaceable  and  glorious  reign  ever 
after. 

Thefe  things  the  honorable 
gentleman  inlarged  and  inftfted  up¬ 
on  at  feveral  audiences ;  and  he  was 
determined  not  to  go  up  into  the. 
hoitfe  of  lords,  till  be  could  prevail 
at  leaft  in  fome  inftances.  That 
there  were  not  more  fuch  inftances 
the  oppofition  mu  ft  thank  them- 
felves  ;  for  indeed  they  had  ufed 
him  moft  hardly,  had  not  only  teafed 
and  worried  him  with  their  private 
E  & 
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jealouftes  and  fufpicious,  but  had 
fl'andered  and  reviled  him  in  the 
mod  public-arid  outrageous  manner. 
It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  after  fo 
many  provocations,  if  he  grew  more 
indifferent  to  the  party  in  general, 
and  labored  principally  to  ferve 
dome  particular  men,  for  whom  he 
had  more  perfonal  regard,  and  who 
had  more  perfonal  regard  for  him. 
Lord 'Gower  and  lord  Bathurd  he 
coniidered  as  men  of  very  great  fi- 
gure  and  infered  in  their  reipective 
countries  ;  but  it  was  with  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  that  he  could  carry 
his  point  for  them  and  a  few  others 
of  his  friends.  Lord  Hervey  duck 
like  a  burr,  and  there  was  no  br  ufh- 
ing  him  off.  Lord  Hervey  in  his 
younger  days  had  a  very  fcanty  al¬ 
lowance  from  his  father,  but  being*  a 
youth  of  promidng  parts,  he  was  in 
good  mcafure  fupported  by  Mr. 
l  ulteney,  was  long  entertained  in 
his  houle,  and  cheriffed  in  his  bo- 
fom,  till  like  a  ferpent  he  dung  him, 
wrote  again  ft  him,  and  challenged 
and  fought  with  him,  but  was  van- 
quifhed  at  both  weapons,  the  pen  as 
well  as  the  fword,  by  the  one  made 
the  general  object  of  ridicule,  by 
the  other  wounded  and  difabled  in 
the  fword  arm.  Hb  was  fucb  a 
wicked  engine  at  court,  that  it  was 
an  arduous  talk  to  get  him  removed, 
and  other  changes  made  in  favour 
of  lord  Gower  and  lord  Bathurft. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  forced 
to  ftruggle  hard,  and  to  gain  ground 
as  we  may  fay  by  inches.  He  was 
determined  however  not  to  accept  of 
a  peerage,  till  he  had  fucceeded  in 
thefe  inftances  at  ieaft  ;  and  they  all 
killed  lyands  together. 

*4  His  heart  was  alfo  fet  upon 
promoting  and  carrying,  as  far  as  lay 
in  his  power,  thole  popular  laws, 
for  which  he  contended  when  he 
was  at  the,  head  of  the  oppcfition, 
and  which  the  nation  in  a  manner 


demanded  and  expedted.  One  oi 
thefe  popular  laws  was  the  place 
bill,  by  which  were  excluded  from 
the  houle  of  commons  the  feven 
commiffioners  of  the  revenue  in  Ire¬ 
land,  the  feven  commiffioners  of  the 
navy  and  victualling  offices,  the 
clerks  of  the  treafury,  exchequer, 
admiralty,  &c.  &c.  in  all  above  two 
hundred  officers  and  placemen  of 
different  kinds.  If  more  had  been 
attempted,  the  whole  would  have 
mifcarried  :  but  this  was  more  than 
the  people  had  ever  gained  before 
at  any  one  time,  or  by  any  one  law 
of  the  fame  nature.  Another  of  his 
popular  laws  was  levelled  againft 
bribery  in  elections,  and  fubjedts 
every  offender  in  this  kind  to  a  pe¬ 
nalty  of  tjool.  and  this  law  he  him- 
felf  enforced  in  the  firft  inftance,  by 
a  profecutlon  for  bribery  at  the  Hey- 
bon  election,  and  there  have  been 
other  inftances  ftnce  of  the  like  ex¬ 
emplary  punifhment.  Amongft  other 
popular  laws  one  was  much  indited 
upon  for  the  better  regulation  of 
eiedtions,  as  ieveral  notorious  abufes 
had  been  committed  by  returning 
officers  and  others  at  the  late  gene- 
ral  eiedtions.  A  bill  for  this  pur- 
poie  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  he  fupported  it  with 
all  his  eloquence  ;  but  it  was  found 
to  be  of  too  complicated  a  nature, 
and  the  rights  of  eledtion  were  fo 
various,  that  they  could  not  all  be 
compnfed  and  adjufted  in  one  bill, 
and  therefore  it  was  laid  abide  for 
that  time.  The  next  feffion  it  was 
thought,  proper  to  be  divided  into 
three  bills,  one  for  Scotland,  an¬ 
ther  for  the  cities  and  boroughs  in 
England,  and  a  third  for  the  coun¬ 
ties.  That  for  Scotland  was  p ailed 
into  a  law.  The  other  for  the  cities 
and  boroughs  in  England  palled  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  but  was  thrown 
out  by  the  houfe  of  lords.  He  fup¬ 
ported  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  as 

he, 
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lie  had  done  before  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  ;  but  he  could  not  com¬ 
mand  a  majority,  and  he  complained 
upon  this,  as  he  had  done  upon 
other  occaftons,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  not  do  popular  things, 
and  then  wondered  that  they  were- 
unpopular.  No  man  was  ever  a 
truer  friend  to  the  Britilli  conftitu- 
tion,  or  wifhed  more  ardently  than 
he,  that  thofe  deficiencies,  which 
were  left  in  it  at  the  Revolution, 
were  fupplied,  and  that  it  was  car- 
ried  to  the  utmoft  perfection,  which 
any  human  fy item  is  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving.  And  it  was  extremely  1111- 
juft,  that  he  fhould  be  cenfured  by 
one  fide  as  if  he  had  power  to  do 
every  thing,  and  at  the  fame  time 
not  be  buffered  by  the  other  to  do 
even  thoTe  popular  things  which  had 
been  particularly  ftipulated  and  a- 
greed  between  them.  If  he  had  bar¬ 
gained  for  himfelf,  it  would  have 
been  another  thing'  ;  but  his  bar¬ 
gains  were  all  for  the  public,  for 
the  honor  of  the  king,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  kingdom.  He  took 
nothing  for  himfelr,  but  what  was 
preffed  upon  him  again  and  again, 
and  he  certainly  obliged  them  much 
more  by  accepting  it,  than  they  in¬ 
tended  to  oblige  him  by  giving  it. 

44  A  peerage,  though  no  doubt 
very  defirable  in  itfelf  for  any  man 
of  family  and  fortune,  yet  could  be 
110  particular  bribe  or  temptation  to 
him  ;  for  it  is  what  he  might  have 
had  aim  oft  at  any  time,  was  offered 
to  him  at  feveral  times,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  by  queen  Caroline.  Her 
majefty  was  one  day  lamenting*,  that 
he  was  fuch  an  enemy  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  defired  by  all  means 
%o  reconcile  and  to  make  them 


friends.  Mr.  Pulteney  replied,  that 
he  had  no  quarrel  with  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  bur  upon  a  public  account ; 
he  was  not  an  enemy  to  his  perfon, 
but  only  to  his  adminiftration,  as  he 
thought  that  he  advifed  their  ma* 
je.fties  to  meafures,  which  were  nei¬ 
ther  for  the  intereft  of  their  family* 
nor  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom. 
Her  majefty  Rill  expreffed  her  de¬ 
ft  re  to  make  them  friends,  and  afked 
him,  why  he  would  not  go  up  into 
the  houfe  of  lords  •  he  fhould  have 
any  title  that  he  thought  proper  £ 
He  humbly  thanked  her  majefty,; 
and  faid  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
wras  the  field  of  adlion,  and  there 
he  fhould  defire  to  continue  as  long 
a!s  he  was  well  able  to  ferve  his 
country  ;  but  when  he  found  that 
he  could  no  longer  do  the  good  that 
he  would,  or  when  he  fhould  be 
more  advanced  in  years,  he  might 
then  perhaps  be  willing  enough  to 
end  his  days  in  that  hofpital  of  in- 
valides.  The  time  was  now  come 
that  he  could  no  longer  do  the  good 

o  o 

that  he  would,  through  the  violence 
of  one  party,  the  artifices  of  the 
other,  and  the  falfehood  and  trea¬ 
chery  cf  both.  Both  had  ufed  him 
extremely  ill,  and  he  was  glad  per¬ 
haps  to  quit  both  by  going  into 
that  honorable  retirement.  We  may 
therefore  blame  the  oppofttion,  we 
may  blame  the  court,  but  no  one 
can  juftly  blame  him,  unlefs  it 
be  for  not  taking  the  poll  of  prime 
minifter  :  and  yet  perhaps  he  chofq 
the  better  part.  For  when  there 
cannot  be,  as  the  Roman  orator 
fays,  negotium  fine periculo ,  the  next 
thing  to  be  coniidered  is  certainty 
Qtium  cum  dignitatem 
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Some  Particulars  with  Refpea  to  the  MANNERS  and  CUSTOMS  oi 

'  the  RUSSIANS. 

[From  the  Memoir§  of  Peter  Henry  Bru^e,  Efq.] 

rTAHE  people  of  rank  and  fa-  their  old  manner  of  living  :  at  their 
j[  fhion  in  Mofcow  having  entertainments  none  but  the  men 
I^id  ahde  the  old  cudorps  and  man-  appear ;  the  mader  of  the  houfe 
siers  of  their  fathers,  now  live  very  waits  on  his  gueds  till  the  defert  of 
gay,  drefs  in  the  French  rafhion,  and  fweetmeats  comes  on  the  table  after 
£onverfe  with  more  freedom  than  dinner,  when  he  takes  his  feat 
formerly  ;  and  as  the  fair  fex  are  amongft  them,  and  does  all  he  can 
allowed  all  manner  of  freedom  in  to  encourage  them  to  drink ;  for  it 
company,  they  live  in  a  perpetual  would  be  a  great  redebtion  npoq 
round  oi  pleafure  and  diverfion,  them  if  any  of  the  copipany  fliould 
ipending  mod  part  of  their  time  in  get  out  of  the  houfe  without  being 
bails  and  entertainments,  inviting  drunk.  When  the  gueds  offer  to 
each  other  by  turns  to  their  houfes  ;  go  away,  the  midrels  of  the  houfe 
dqd  as  they  were  left  lonely  by  their  makes  her  appearance,  at  a  calf  and 
hufbunds,  who  are  for  the  moil  part  barely  enters  the  room,  when  turn- 
employed  abroad,  the  ladies  took  ing  round  to  the  corner  where  the 
Swedish  officers  who  had  been  taken  family-faints  are  placed,  eroding 
prifopers  at  Pultowa  into  their  fa-  herfelf,  fhe  makes  a  very  low  bow,  and 
fnilies  ;  feme  as  Howards,  others  as  then  pays  her  refpedls  by  a  boiy  to, 
governors  to  their  children,  and  the  company,  without  coming  a 
dome  to  teach  them  mu  be  and  danc-  ifep  farther,  but  remains  danding, 
ing,  do  that  alt  their  balls  were  clad  in  a  loofe  gown  lined  with  fur, 
made  up  with  Swedifli  gentlemen,  and  a  fable  cap  on  her  head,  and 
and  other  foreigners,  of  whom  they  her  face  covered  over  with  paint 
were  very  fond.  and  patches  ;  but  her  whole  body 

p  The  Ruffian  women  are  of  a  is  unconfined,  wearing  neither  days, 
middling  ffature,  generally  well  pro-  waidcoat,  or  petticoat,  or  evep  gar-* 
portioned,  and  might  pals  for  hand-  ters  to  her  dockings,  and  die  wears 
fome  in  any  part  of  Europe  ;  their  very  high  heeled  flippers.  In  this 
features  fur  from  defpicable*  were  Filiation,  the  landlord  introduces  all 
It  not  for  that  prepoiterous  cuftom  his  gueds  to  falyte  his  fpoufe,  one 
of  painting  their  faces,  which  they  after  another,  and  a  fervant  is  ready 
lay  on  fo  abundantly,  that  it  may  behind  her  with  a  falver  and  four 
truly  be  laid  they  ufe  it  as  a  veil  to  glades  filled  with  brandy,  wine, 
hide  their  beauty.  mead,  and  beer,  which  every  body 

b  As  for  the  iecond  rank  of  the  is  obliged  to  drink  to  the  good  health 
people,  they  dill  retain  much  of  of  thedady  ;  after  which  die  retires 
>  ’  with- 
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without  fo  much  as  opening  her 
mouth  :  after  that  other  females  of 
the  family  are  introduced,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  thus  they  end 
their  entertainments  very  drunk. 

44  In  Ruffia  they  commonly  mar- 
ry  very  young  ;  the  parents  make 
the  match  without  confulting  the 
inclinations  of  their  children,  who 
<do  not  fo  much  as  fee  one  another 
till  they  are  introduced  in  their  bed¬ 
chamber,  This  was  alfo  c idiom  ary 
among  the  firif  rank,  till  the  czar 
put  a  flop  to  it  by  allowing  young 
people  to  pay  their  addrefTes  in  per¬ 
ron,  without  impofing  a  match  up¬ 
on  either  again!!  their  inclinations, 
whereby  many  fatal  marriages  were 
prevented  ;  but  the  old  euftom  ftill 
prevails  among  the  inferior  ranks. 
When  the  maiden  becomes  mar¬ 
riageable,  the  parents  fend  for  a 
broker,  or  match-maker  (commonly 
an  old  woman),  and  give  her  in- 
flrudlions  to  look  out  a  proper  huf- 
band  for  their  daughter  •  delivering 
her,  at  the  fame  time,  an  inventory 
of  what  they  propofe  to  give  with 
the  damfel,  as  money,  jewels,  plate, 
houihold-goods,  and  her  cloaths, 
even  to  her  fhifcs ;  likewife,  the 
number  of  boors,  or  vaflals  who 
are  commonly  valued  at  ten  rubles 
each  per  annum.  With  this  lift  the 
broker  goes  from  one  bachelor  to 
apother,  whom  (he  deems  a  fuk- 
able  match  for  the  young  lady, 
telling  them  if  they  have  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  marry,  the  can  recommend 


them  to  a  pretty  young  lady  with  a 
handfome  fortune  ;  (hewing  them  a t 
the  fame  time  the  conditions.  If 
the  inventory  pleafes  the  young 
man,  he  figns  his  name  to  it ;  and* 
after  the  has  got  feveral  fubfctibers, 
file  returns  the  paper  to  thofe  who 
employed  her  :  then  the  parents  of 
the  girl  make  enquiry  into  the  cha¬ 
racters  and  circumilances  of  the 
fublCribers ;  and  having  pitched  on 
three  or  four  of  the  mol!  eligible, 
they  are  invited  by  the  father  to  an 
entertainment,  where  there  is  a 
meeting  of  friends,  upon  which  oc- 
calion  the  glafs  goes  briikly  about : 
the  mother,  daughter,  and  other  fe¬ 
male  relations,  take  their  ftations  in 
the  houfe,  fo  as  to  fee  the  company 
without  being  feen  by  them  ;  en¬ 
quiring  of  the  girl  which  of  then* 
(he  would  choofe  for  a  hufband,  and 
when  the  point  is  fettled,  as  to  their 
choice,  the  company,  a  Act  a  hearty 
drink,  is  difmilfcd,  none  knowing 
who  is  to  be  the  happy  man.  The 
next  day  fome  of  the  girl’s  relations 
are  fent  to  confer  with  thofe  of  thd 
intended  bridegroom.  If  the  match 
is  accepted,  two  or  three  women, 
deputed  by  the  intended  bridegroom, 
are  permitted  to  examine  the  perfon 
of  his  intended  fpoufe,  before  whom 
lhe  appears  Hark  naked,  to  (hew  if 
there  be  any  perfonal  defeCI ;  after 
this  the  friends  fettle  the  marriage, 
the  intended  couple  not  being  allow¬ 
ed  to  fee  one  another  till  they  meet 
in  the  bed-chamber.’* 


Some  Account  of  the  KALMUCK  TARTARS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

«*  r  i  ^HE  city  of  Saratof  is  fitu-  river,  on  a  branch  of  the  Wolga  •. 

J.  ated  on  a  very  fair  large  it  is  inhabited  or  rather  garrifoned, 
plain^abputfourweyfts  from  the  main  by  a  great  number  of  Ruffian  fol- 
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diers  and  Cofiacks,  who  are  put  here 
as  a  guard  againft  the  incur  lions  of 
the  Kalmuck  Tartars,  inhabiting  a 
vaft  territory  lying  between  the 
Wolga  and  the  river  Jaick,  toward 
the  Cafpian  fea,  and  p chiefs  the  left 
iide  of  the  Wolga  from  hence  near 
to  Aftrachan,  in  all  which  immcnife 
tradt  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one 
Regie  houfe  to  be  feen,  as  they  all 
live  in  .tents,  and  remove  from  one 
place  to  another  in  quell  of  pafturage 
for  their  large  herds  of  cattle,  com 
.titling  of  horfes,  camels,  cows,  and 
fheep.  They  neither  fow,  nor  reap, 
nor  make  hay  for  their  cattle,  fo 
that  they  live  without  bread,  or  any 
fiert  or  vegetable  ,  and  in  the  winter 
their  cattle  fare  as  other  wild  beads. 
Their  food  is  flefh  (efpecially  that 
of  horfes),  fifh,  wild-fowl,  and  ve- 
nifon,  and  they  have  a  great  plenty  of 
in  ilk,  butter,  and  cheefe  ;  but  maye’s 
piilk  is  the  ipoft  efteemed  among 
them,  and  from  it  they  make  a  very 
ftrong  fpirit,  of  which  they  are  very 
fond:  it  is  dear  as  water,  but  I 
could  never  learn  how  it  is  made. 
The  Kalmucks  are  divided  into  an 
infinite  number  of  hordes,  or  clans, 
every  one  under  their  own  particu¬ 
lar  chan,  and  all  of  thole  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  authority  of  one  principal 
chan,  who  is  called  Otchicui  ti-chan, 
or  the  king  of  .kings,  and  who  de¬ 
rives  his  pedigree  from  the  great 
Tamerlane.  He  is  a  very  potent 
prince,  and  lives  in  great  fplendor  • 
is  formidable  to.  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Tartars,  and  to  the  Ruffians 
themfelves,  who  are  obliged  to  keep 
tronfiderable  gamfons  on  the  fight* 
iide  of  the  river,  all  the  way  from 
Saratof  to  Aftrachan,  to  prevent  their 
excuriions,  as  the  Kalmucks  are  in 
poffeffion  of  the  oppofite  fliqre,  and 
are  alfo  under  the  neceffiity  of  fur- 
infixing  the.  Negayan  Tartars  about 
Aftrachan  with  arms  to  defend 
themlelves?  in  the  fummer,  again  ft 


the  incurfions  of  the  Kalmucks, 
who  formerly  ufed  to  come  every 
fummer  to  ravage  the  country  of 
the  Negayans  about  Aftrachan,  but 
fince  they  have  been  made  fenfible 
of  the  effects  of  the  fmall  arms  and 
cannon  now  put  in  their  hands  by 
the  Ruffians,  they  content  them- 
lelves  with  coming  once  a  year  to 
the  great  plains  of  Aftrachan  for 
the  conveniencv  of  food  for  their 
cattle,  at  a  feafon  when  their  more 
northern  poffie'flions  are  quite  defti- 
tute  of  it.  This  is  commonly  done 
with  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  men,  and  they  rarely  return 
without  having  received  their  ac- 
cuftomed  prefent  of  bread,  brandy, 
and  tobacco,  from  the  governor  of 
Aftrachan, 

44  There,  is  no  doubt  but  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  are  powerful  enough  to  curb 
the  infolence  of  thefe  vagabonds, 
were  it  not  for  the  confide  nation  of 
a  benefit  arifing  from  the  traffic  for 
their  furs  and  horfes,  which  they 
bring  every  year  in  great  abundance 
to  Aftrachan  ;  and  alfo  for  the  fer- 
vice  they  are  of  to  the  Ruffians  in. 
their  wars- with  the  Turks  and  Crim- 
Tartars,  being  accounted  the  moft 
alert  at  pitching  and  removing  their 
tents  of  any  people  in  the  world, 
which  they  are  accuftomed  to  by 
their  conftant  incurfions  to  fioine  or 
other  of  the  neighbouring  countries. 
It  is  principally  from  this  view  that 
the-  Ruffians,  looked  upon  it  as  a 
piece  of  policy  rather  to  allay  their 
fiercenefs  by  feme  prefent s,  which, 
however,  by  continuance  of  time, 
they  now  demand  as  an  obligation, 
than  to  engage  in  a  war  againft  a 
multitude  of  vagabonds  who  have 
fo  little  to  lofe  ;  having  neither  houfie 
nor  fixed  rpfidence  in  all  their  domi* 
nions,  but  live  the  year  round  in 
tents  covered  with  felts,  in  which, 
however,  both  for  neatnefs'and  con* 
venience,  they  far  exceed  all  the 
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neighbouring  nations,  even  thofe 
who  live  in  fixed  habitations. 

The  Kalmucks,  as  well  as  the 
other  nations  of  Great  Tartary,  are 
Pagans.  As  to  their  perfons,  they 
are  of  a  low  fiature,  and  generally 
bow-legged,  occafioned  by  their  be¬ 
ing' to  continually  on  horfeback,  or 
fitting  wnh  their  legs  below  them  ; 
their  faces  are  broad  and  fiat,  with  a 
hat  note,  and  little  black  eyes,  di- 
ffant  from  each  other  like  the  Chi- 
nefe  ;  they  are  of  an  olive-colour, 
and  their  faces  full  of  wrinkles,  with 
very  little  or  no  beard  ;  they  fhave 
their  heads,  leaving  only  a  tuft  of 
hair  dn  the  crown.  The  better  fort 
of  them  wear  coats  of  fluff  or  filk, 
above  which  they  wear  a  large  wide 
fur  coat  of  fheep-fjdns,  and  a  cap  of 
the  fame  :  in  the  time  of  war,  they 
cover  their  head  and  body  with  iron 
net-work,  which  they  call  a  pantzer, 
the  links  of  which  are  fo  dole,  that 
it  is  proof  again!!  any  kind  of  wea¬ 
pons  except  fire-arms,  as  a  bullet 
will  break  it,  and  generally  carries 
forne  broken  pieces  into  the  wound, 
which  makes  them  hand  in  great 
awe  of  fire-arms.  Their  only  wea¬ 
pons  are  the  fcymitar,  lance,  and 
bow  and  arrow  ;  but  they  are  com¬ 
ing  into  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  which, 
in  time,  will  make  them  more  for¬ 
midable.  Their  cattle  are  large,  and 
their  flieep  are  of  the  largeft  kind, 
having  great  fat  tails,  weighing 
from  twenty-fix  to  thirty  pounds  ; 
their  ears  hanging  down  like  our 
dogs,  and  inffead  of  wool  they  have 
foft  curled  hair,  fo  that  their  fkins 
are  all  convened  into  fur  coats. 


Their  horfes  are  but  fmall  and  of  a 
bad  fhape,  but  fwift,  hardy,  and 
Prong,  and  many  of  them  pace  na¬ 
turally,  and  trot  at  an  incredible 
rate.  They  eat  the  fiefli  of  camels* 
cows,  and  flieep,  but  univerfally 
give  the  preference  to  that  of  the 
horfe. 

“  They  are,  in  their  own  way,., 
the  happieft  people  on  the  earth, 
being  fatigued  with  no  kind  of  la¬ 
bour,  but  diverting  themfelves  with 
hiking  and  hunting  ;  and  I  can  con¬ 
ceive  nothing  preferable  to  their 
way  of  living  in  the  fummer  :  but 
in  winter  they  are  obliged  to  crofs 
the  river,  and  live  on  the  bare  plain 
of  Aflrachan,  where  their  only  fir¬ 
ing  is  the  dried  dung  of  the  cattle, 
and  the  cattle  themfelves  ffarving  on 
the  fcanty  produce  of  a  barren  de¬ 
but.  Here  they  remain  till  the 
fpring,  when  their  former  habita¬ 
tion,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river, 
is -overflowed  for  near  a  month  to  a 
vafl  extent  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnow,  and  their  country  appears  one 
continued  fea  over-grown  with  trees : 
as  foon  as  this  fubfides,  they  return 
with  great  joy,  fwimming  their  load¬ 
ed  camels  and  cattle  over  the  river* 
where  the  interwoven  i Hands  make 
their  paffage  eafiefl.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Kalmucks,  when 
they  go  upon  any  expedition,  have 
no  regard  either  to  bridges  or  boats  z 
they  no  fooner  come  to  a  river, 
than  in  they  plunge  with  their 
horfes,  and  Hiding  from  their  backs, 
hold  fall  by  the  manes  till  they  get 
over,  and  then  immediately  mount 
again,  and  fo  proceed,' ” 


Short 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*•  Cannot  here  omit  giving  forms 
farther  defcription  of  Circa;- 
fia,  and  its  inhabitants.  )Terki,  the 
principal  city,  is  feated  in  a  very 
fpaeious  plam,  very  fvvampy  to¬ 
wards  the  fea-fide,  in  43  deg.  23 
min.  north  latitude  :  it  is  about 
three  we  fils  in  compafs,  well  for* 
tilted  with  ramparts  and  baftions  in 
..the  modern  Ryle,  well  bored  with 
cannon,  and  has  always  a  confider- 
able  garrifon  in  it,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  governor.  The  Circadian 
prince  who  refides  here,  is  allowed 
five  hundred  Ruffians  for  his  guard, 
but  none  of  his  own  fubjedts  are 
permitted  to  dwell  within  any  part 
of  the  fortifications*  Ever  iince  the 
reduction  of  thofe  parts  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  Ruffia,  they  have  put  in 
&11  places  of  ftrength,  not  only  Ruf¬ 
fian  garrifons  and  governors,  but 
magiil rates,  and  priebs  for  the  ex- 
crcife  of  the  Chriftian  religion ; 
yet  the  Circaffian  Tartars  are  go¬ 
verned  by  their  own  princes,  lords, 
ahd  judges,  but  thefe  admiiiifter 
jubice  in  the  name  of  the  emperor, 
and  in  matters  of  importance,  not 
Without  the  prefence  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  governors,  being  all  obliged  to 
take  the  oath  of  gilegiaiice  to  his 
imperial  majeby,  The  apparel  of 
the  men  of  Circaffia  is  much  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  Nagayans, 
only  their  caps  are  fomething  larger, 
and  their  cloaks  being  like  wife  of 
coarfe  cloth  or  ffieep-lkins,  are  fab- 
ened  only  at  the  neck  with  a  bring, 
and  as  they  are  not  large  enough  to 
cover  the  whole  body,  they  turn 
them  round  according  to  the  wind 
and  weather.  The  pien  hene  are 


much  better  favoured  than  thofe  of 
Nagaya,  and  the  women  extremely 
well  fn aped,  with  exceeding  fine 
features,  fmooth  clear  complexions, 
and  beautiful  black  eyes,  which  with 
their  black  hair  hanging  in  two 
trelTes,  one  on  each  hbe  the  face, 
give  them  a  mob  lovely  appearance : 
they  wear  a  black  coif  on  their 
heads,  covered  with  a  hue  white 
cloth  tied  under  the  chin.  During 
the  fu miner  they  all  wear  only  a 
fmock  of  divers  colours,  and  that 
open  fo  low  hefoie,  that  one  may 
fee  below  their  navels :  this,  with 
their  beautiful  faces  always  unco¬ 
vered,  (contrary  to  the  cubom  of 
mob  of  the  other  pr  winces  in  •  befe 
parts),  their  good  humour  and  live* 
ly  freedom  in  cortverlanon,  altoge¬ 
ther  render  them  very  definable  : 
notwithbanding  which  they  have 
the  reputation  of  being  very  chabe, 
though  they  feldcrrt  want  opportu¬ 
nity  ;  for  it  is  an  eftabliffied  point  of 
good  manners  among  them,  that  as 
foon  as  any  per  Ion  comes  in  to  fpeak 
to  the  wife,  the  huffiand  gees  out  of 
the  houfe ;  but  whether  this  conti- 
nency  of  their’s  proceeds  from  their 
own  generality,  to  recompence  their 
huffiands  for  the  confidence  they  put 
in  them,  or  has  its  foundation  only 
in  fame,  I  pretend  not  to  determine. 
Their  language  they  have  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  other  neighbouring 

T  ip  <ra 

Tartars,  although  the  chief  people 
among  them  are  alfo  not  ignorant 
of  the  Ruffian  :  their  religion  is 
Paganifm,  for  notwithbanding  they 
ufe  circumcibori  among  them,  they 
have  neither  prieb,  alcoran,  or 
inefque,  like  other  Mahometans. 

Every 
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Every  body  here  offers  his  own  fa- 
prifice  at  pleafure,  for  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  have  certain  days,  efta- 
bliftied  rather  by  c  a  ho  in  than  any 
politive  command  :  their  moil  fo- 
iemn  facrifice  is  offered  at  the  death 
of  their  neared;  friends,  upon  which 
occafion  both  men  and  women  meet 
in  the  field  to  be  prefent  at  the  of¬ 
fering-,  which  is  an  he-goat ;  and 
having  killed,  they  flay  it,  and 
ftretch  the  Ikin  with  the  head  and 
horns  on,  upon  a  crofs  at  the  top  of 
a  long  pole,  placed  commonly  in  a 


quickfet  hedge,  (to  keep  the  cattle 
from  it),  and  near  the  place  the  fa¬ 
crifice  is  offered  by  boiling  and  roa fl¬ 
ing  the  flefii,  which  they  afterwards 
eat.  When  the  feaft  is  over,  the 
men  rife,  and  having  paid  their  ado¬ 
ration  to  the  fkin,  and  muttered  over 
fome  certain  prayers,  the  women 
withdraw,  and  the  men  conclude 
the  ceremony  with  drinking  a  great 
quantity  of  aqua  vitas,  and  this  ge¬ 
nerally  ends  in  a  quarrel  before  they 
part.’5 


A  Short  History  of  the  COSSACKS. 


[From  the  fame  Work.*] 


u  T  Y  AVI  NO  had  frequent  oc- 
jHj^  calion  to  mention  the  Cob 
facks,  employed  both  in  our  armies 
and  garrifons,  I  fnall  endeavour  to 
give  fome  fhort  account  of  their 
origin.  They  were  at  firft  no  more 
than  a  band  of  free-booters,  com¬ 
pared  of  a  wild  barbarous  rabble, 
moftly  boors,  from  the  provinces  of 
Poiifh  Ruffia,  Volhinia,  and  Po- 
dolia.  Having  left  their  native  ha¬ 


bitations,  they  fettled  themfelves  on 
fome  iilands  in  the  river  Roriflhenes, 
below  Kiovia,  where  they  fub  lifted 
by  robbery  and  plunder.  They  ac¬ 
quired  the  name  of  Coflacks  from 
their  agility,  the  word  CoJJa  fignify- 
ing  as  much  in  the  Poiifh  language  : 
they  were  particularly  remarkable 
for  their  dexterity  in  puffing  between 
the  great  pumber  of  final!  iilands, 
fituated  in  the  mouth  of  the  Borift- 
henes  :  their  piracies  early  became 
terrible  to  the  Turkifh  gallies  on 
the  Black-Sea,  and  they  grew  for¬ 
midable  to  Natolia  itfelf,  when  they 
not  only  plundered  Trebifond  and 


Sinope,  but  even  the  fuburbs  of 
Conitaminople  did  not  efcape  themft 
and  they  returned  in  fafety  to  their 
habitations,  with  their  pri loners  and 
plunder. 

‘‘  The  fame  of  their  exploit! 
again  ft  the  Turks  gained  them  fuch 
reputation  with  the  Poles,  that  Ste¬ 
phen  Baton,  prince  of  Tranfiivania 
and  king  of  Poland,  confidering  thae 
thefe  Coflacks  might  be  of  great 
ufe  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  not 
only  againft  the  incurfions  of  the 
neighbouring  Crim  Tartars,  but  al- 
fo  might  ferve  as  a  confiderable  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  ftrength  of  the  Pofifk 
army,  which  confiding  for  the  mod: 
part  of  horfe,  would  be  rendered 
more  formidable  when  augmented 
by  fo  confiderable  a  number  of  foot* 
refolved  to  put  thefe  vagabond  fol- 
diers  into  good  order  and  difeipline  j 
which  he  eftedfed  by  granting  them 
very  confiderable  privileges,  and1- 
putting  them  under  a  general  of 
their  own,  called  by  them  hetman, 
who  bad  the  power  of  naming  his 

own 
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own  officers.  Having  thus  reduced 
them  into  ©ne  body,  he  gave  them 
the  city  of  Techimerof,  on  the  Bo- 
rifihenes,  with  ail  the  territory  be- 
longing  to  it,  which  they  made  their 
capital  magazine,  and  reiidence  -of 
their  hetman  ;  and  by  this  means, 
all  that  trad!  of  defart  country  which 
extends  itfelf  along  the  Borifthenes, 
from  Bar,  Brae  law,  and  Kiow,  to 
the  Black-Sea,  became  a  populous 
country,  filled  wich  -towns  and  cities, 
and  is  now  called  the  Ukrain.  As 
this  body  has  been  of  very  great  fer- 
vice  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  by  fe- 
curing  its  frontiers  on  that  fide  a- 
gainft  the  incurlions  of  the  Crim 
Tartars  ;  ,fo,  after  fome  time,  it 
proved  very, dangerous,  having  feve- 
ral  times  taken  arms  againft  the  re¬ 
public,  which  was  occasioned  by  fe- 
veral  Polifh  lords,  who,  becaufe  the 
boors  (their  vaiTals)  could  never  be 
well  fecured  as  long  as  the  Coflacks 
■fn  joyed  their  privileges,  reprefented 
them  to  the  king  as  dangerous  to 
the  republic,  by  reaion  of  the  great 
numbers  of  peafants  that  daily  ran 
over  to  them.  It  was  refolved  to 
build  a  fort  at  'a  place  called  Ku.dak, 
on  a  point  of  land  formed  by  the 
influx  of  the  river  Swamer  to  the 
Borifthenes,  which  was  chofen  from 
its  fltuation,  as  a  proper  place  to 
bridle  the  CofTacks,  being  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  place  of 
their  ordinary  rendezvous.  The 
CofTacks,  however,  penetrating  the 
defign  of  the  Poles,  were  refolved 
not  to  fuffer  the  bridle  to  be  put 
over  their  heads  ;  and  having  de¬ 
feated  two  hundred  men  who  were 
left  to  fee  the  fort  perfected,  under 
the  command  of  a  colonel,  they  af- 
fembled  a  confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  prevent  the  Polifh  general 
in  his  defign  ;  and  from  that  time 
there  were . divifions  and  perpetual 
between  the  Roles  and  the 


CofTacks.  During  thefe  troubles* 
great  numbers  of  the  CofTacks  re¬ 
tired,  with  their  families  to  the 
river  Don,  or  Tanais,  and  fettled 
between  the  Don  and  the  Wolga, 
where  they  Tub  lifted  a  long  time  by 
their  piracies  on  the  Wolga. 

44  In  the  year  165  being  greatly 
oppreffed  by  the  Poles,  they  joined 
the  Ruffians,  who,  in  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing,  with  their  affiftance,  took 
the  cities  of  Siholinfko  and  Wilna  ; 
fo  that  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
valour  of  the  CofTacks,  that  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Smolin&oand  Severia  with 
the  palatinate  of  Kiovia,  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  and 
which  were  all  confirmed  to  them, 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1666, 
made  at  Oliva.  About  that  period 
the  Coflacks  in  general  put  them- 
felves  under  the  nrotedtion  of  JRuffia, 
and  are  (fill  diftingui-fhed  by  the 
Ukrain  and  Donfki  Coflacks,  the 
former  of  which  ferve  moftly  on 
foot,  the  latter  all  on  horfeback.  It 
was  the  Donfei  Coflacks  who  were 
employed  on  our  expedition  at  this 
time,  and  were  put  in  garrifon  in. 
all  our  frontier  towns,  and  are  in 
regular  pay,  and  forage  allowed 
them  for  their  horfes.  They  have 
now  left  off  robbing,  except  when 
they  are  fent  into  an  enemies  coun¬ 
try  ;  then  "all  the  booty  they  make 
is  their  own,  as  alfo  the  prifoners 
they  take,  whom  they  may  fell  or 
retain  as  their  flaves. 

u  The  Coflacks  in  general  are 
tall,  ftrong,  well  fet,  and  remark¬ 
ably  adtive ;  they  are  liberal  even 
to  profufion,  placing  no  great  value 
in  riches,  but  are  great  lovers  >  of 
their  liberty,  which  they  look  upon  ' 
as  a  thing  inefiimable  :  they  are 
hardy,  indefatigable,  brave,  but 
great  dunkards,  and  very  treache¬ 
rous.  Their  chief  employment  is 
h miiing  and  fifhing;,  yet  they  apply 

them- 
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themfelves  both  to  agriculture  and  ther :  they  profefs  the  Greek  religion 
arms  ;  their  language  is  a  dialed  of  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  is  efta- 
the  Ruffian  and  Polith  tongues,  but  blifhed  in  Ruffia. 
more  fmooth  and  agreeable  than  ei- 


...  •  ■  ■  ■  V 

Some  Particulars  concerning  the  MANNERS  of  the  HINDOOS* 


[From  the  Travels  in  Eus. 

IN  this  celebrated  land,  fo 
abundant  in  objects  of  curio- 
fity,  a  ftranger  is  particularly  ft  ruck 
with  cuftoms,  manners,  and  opini¬ 
ons,  whole  origin  lies  buried  in  the 
depths  of  an  unfathomable  antiqui¬ 
ty,  But  the  moil  finking  features 
in  the  character  of  the  Hindoo's, 
are  their  fup  er  ft  moil,  and  veneration 
for  the  inftitutions  and  tenets  of 
their  forefathers.  In  India,  the  do¬ 
minion  of  religion  extends  to  a  thou- 
land  particulars,  which  in  other 
countries  are  governed  either  by  the 
civil  laws,  or  by  tafte,  cuftom,  or 
fafhion.  Drefs,  food,  the  common 
iatercourfes  of  life,  marriages,  pro- 
feffions,  all  are  under  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  religion.  There  is  fcarcely 
any  thing  which  is  not  regulated  by 
■fuperftirion.  It  prefcribes  rules  of 
conduct:  in  all  circum’ftances  and  fi- 
tuations ,  nor  is  there  any  thing  al- 
moft  fo  trifling  or  minute  as  to  be 
confldered  as  a  matter  of  indifference. 
The  original  government  of  the 
Hindoos,  was  in  reality  an  hierar¬ 
chy  ;  for  among  that  religious  peo¬ 
ple,  the  higheft  authority  was  pof- 
fefled  by  the  priefthood,  or  the 
Brahmin  cnft,  a  tribe  of  priefts  like 
that  of  Levi  among  the  jews.  Nor 
is  it  in  this  inftance  only,  that  we 
find  a  refemblance  between  the  na¬ 
tives  of  India  and  that  Angular  peo¬ 
ple  I  have  juft  now  mentioned.  Not 
only  were  the  governments  of  both 
nations  hierarchical,  but  in  both 
there  was  a  vaft  variety  of  religious 
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observances  and  ceremonies  extend* 
ing  to  many  particulars,  which  in 
other  countries  are  matters  of  choice 
or  of  indifference  ;  and  both  enter¬ 
tained  the  moft  profound  refpeCtand 
veneration  for  their  anceftors, 

44  In  European  nations  there  is  a 
love  of  novelty,  and  an  ardour  of 
improvement,  which  leads  to  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  paft  rimes,  and  an  high 
eftimation  of  the  prefent.  In  Alia., 
particularly  in  India,  both  on  this 
fide  and  beyond  the  Ganges,  there 
is  a  fcrupulous  tenacity  of  ancient 
cuftoms  and  manners  ;  and  the  ob~ 
jed  of  emulation  is,  not  to  invent 
any  thing  new,  but  to  preferve  in 
their  original  purity,  the  ufages  and 
the  doctrines  of  the  moft  remote  an¬ 
tiquity.  I  know  not  whether  there 
be  not  a  certain  connexion  between 
this  difpofition,  and  that  turn  which 
prevails  ill  India,  not  towards  in¬ 
vention  or  deiign,  but  to  imitation „ 
In  arts  of  this  laft  kind,  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  fo  dextrous,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  model  is  not  to  be  diftingurlh- 
ed  from  the  new  production,  in  any 
kind  of  cloth,  earth;,  metal,  wood, 
or  ftone.  For  works  of  imitation, 
their  nature  feems  peculiarly  fitted, 
by  that  patient  perseverance  which 
fo  eminently  diftinguifhes  them  ;  and 
by  another  quality,  if  it  be  another, 
which  is,  that  they  are  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  and  abforbed  in  the  prefent 
object.  No  diftradion  of  thought, 
no  wandering  of  imagination  :  the. 
force  of  their  mind,  by  means  of 
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fixed  attention,  is  brought  to  bear, 
as  it  were,  againft  one  place ;  it  is 
brought  to  a  centre  of  percuffion. 
And  with  all  this  perfevetance  and 
draining  of  attention,  they  preferve 
an  evennefs  of  fpirits,  which  are 
never  very  much  elevated  but  by 
the  power  of  opium,  or  other  in¬ 


toxicating  herbs,  but  never  deprefR 
ed  by  fueh  labour  as  is  fuited  to 
their  bodily  frames  and  conftitutions^ 
The  tranquillity  of  their  minds,  eveH 
in  the  moll  trying  cifcumftances,  is 
exprelfed  by  a  conftant  fmile  that 
fits  gracefully  On  their  placid  court* 
tenances^’ 


ACCOUNT  of  the  WEDDING  of  a  PERSEE. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


f*  '“JT  ’HE  Rerfee  at  whofe  wedding* 
I  was  a  gueft,  many  weeks  be¬ 
forehand,  fent  invitations  to  his  nu¬ 
merous  friends  and  acquaintance,  to 
affemhle  at  the  fixed  time,  at  a  fpa- 
cious  hall  erected  for  the  occafion  in 
a  beautiful  field.  It  was  the  dry 
feafon,  when  the  air  was  conftantly 
mild  and  ferene,  and  the  whole  ve¬ 
getable  world  breathed  a  delightful 
fragrance.  The  hall  was  formed  by 
bamboos,  connedied  together,  as  is 
tifual  in  that  country,  and  covered 
with  cloth.  It  was  a  medium  be¬ 
tween  a  houfe  and  a  tent,  being 
lefs  folid  than  the  former,  biit  more 
fubftantial  than  the  latter.  Here 
the  company  affembled  after  the 
beat  of  the  day  was  Over,  to  the 
number  of  feveral  hundreds.  After* 
a  rich  repaft,  which  was  ferved  with 
great  regularity,  we  let  put  to  meet 
the  bride,  melfengers  having  arrived 
at  the  hall  to  announce  her  ap¬ 
proach.  The  young  Perfee  was 
mounted  on  a  camel  richly  capari¬ 
soned,  himfelf  adorned  with  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  jewels,  and  highly  per¬ 
fumed*  A  number  of  flaves  walked 
by  the  fide  of  the  camel,  holding 
an  umbrella  over  the  head  of  their 
matter,  while  others  fanned  his  face. 
The  company  had,  as  ufukl,  their 
palanquins.  In  the  mean  time  we 
were  eritertained  by  a  band  of  mu¬ 
le,  coafifting  of  pipers,  blowing 


very  loud  on  the  great  pipe  with 
their  mouths,  and  playing  with  their 
fingers  on  another  ;  trumpeters,  and 
a  kind  of  drummers,  beating  on 
what  they  call  tarn  tarns.  The  ma¬ 
fic  was  dreadfully  loud,  but  to  my 
ear  not  very  pleafanr.  There  was 
only  one  tune  ;  nor  did  I  ever  hear 
another  during  thefe  fix  years  I  have 
been  in  India.  We  arrived  at  a  vil¬ 
lage,  where  we  were  met  by  the 
bride,  attended  by  an  infinite  num¬ 
ber  of1  female  acquaintance,  her 
near  male  relations,  and  a  crowd  of 
fervants.  A  gentleman’s  carriage  in 
the  fie  twice  of  the  Company  waS 
borrowed  for  the  bride.  It  was  ait 
open  phaeton,  drawn  In  flow  pro- 
ceffion,  by  four  beautiful  Arabian 
horfes,.  The  practice  of  borrowing 
Englifh  equipages,  on  matrimonial 
occafions,  is  very  common  ;  and 
they  are  always  lent  with  greal 
good-humour.  As  to  the  reft  of 
the  ladies,  fpme  rode  on  camels, 
fome  in  carriages  drawn  by  fpotted 
buffaloes  and  bullocks,  whofe  horns 
were  tipt  with  diver,  and  their  heads 
adorned  with  Bowers  bound  by  rib¬ 
bands.  The  bride  was  a  tall  and 
comely  young  creature  ;  her  long 
black  hair  falling  down  over  her 
fnoulders,  and  then  turned  up  id 
wreaths,  elegantly  adorned  witbf 
embroidered  ribbands  and  precious 
Bones.  It  was  at  that  moment, 
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when  her  hufband  gave  her  the  fa* 
lam ,  in  a  modeft  and  refpe6tful  man¬ 
ner,  and  at  a  fmall  diftatiee,  when 
flie  flood  up  in  the  phaeton*  veiled 
only  by  an  umbrella,  that  I*  who 
had  the  honour  of  being  near  the 
bridegroom,  had  a  full  view  of  his 
lovely  bride. 

44  At  the  end  of  the  village  an 
accident  happened,  which  interrupt¬ 
ed,  for  a  fhort  time,  the  joy  of  the 
day,  and  filled  the  minds  of  hun¬ 
dreds  with  the  moil  alarming  appre- 
henfions.  The  men,  as  well  as  the 
women,  gave  a  loud  fliriek,  and  ran 
in  a  diffracted  manner,  not  knowing 
what  they  did  ;  even  the  bride  was 
for  a  moment  deferred  by  thofe  of 
her  own  religion  and  kindred,  and 
left  to  the  care  of  her  European 
drivers.  Some  unlucky  wag  had* 
®n  purpofe,  fet  fome  twine  adrift, 
that  were  kept  by  Fortugueie  fami¬ 
lies  ;  and  it  was  the  fear  of  being- 
touched  by  thefe  odious  and  unclean 
animals,  that  turned,  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  a  day  of  joy  into  a  day  of 
lamentation.  It  is  impoffible  to  de* 
feribe  the  horror  that  both  Perfees 
and  Gentoos  exprefs  at  the  fight  of 
a  Tow*  The  very  form  of  that  ani¬ 
mal  is  offenfive  to  them,  and  makes 
them  fhudder.  It  appears  as  loath  - 
fome  to  them  as  a  toad  does  to  an 
European  :  and  you  may  imagine 
the  horror  you  would  feel  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  toad  of  the  fizc  of  a 
fow. 

44  The  fwine  being  beat  back  (in 
effecting  which  rep'ulle,  I  may  juilly 
boaft  that  I  was  myfelf  the  princi¬ 
pal  hero)  we  proceeded  in  joyful 
proceffion  to  the  hall  5  which,  fpa- 
cions  as  it  was,  was  now  infufficient 
to  contain  our  increafed  numbers  : 
Wherefore,  many  of  the  company 
were  feated  on  the  g rally  plain, 
lamps  being  hung  among  fnrubbery 
on  poles  of  bamboos,  fixed  without 
lir^ch  difficulty  in  the  foft  and  deep 


foil*  The  hall,  illuminated  with¬ 
out  and  within,  difpiayed  on  both 
fides,  various  pi&ures  of  elephants 
and  other  animals,  and  aifo  of  men. 
The  young  Perlee’s  uncle,  who 
{hewed  great  attention  to  myfelf  and 
the  other  Europeans,  informed  us, 
that  the  portraits  we  Taw*  were  Per¬ 
sian  emperors.— There  is  Korefh, 
faid  he;  and  after  naming  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  princes,  he  pointed  to 
Nadir  Sc  ha,  and  Kerim  Khan  the 
p  refen  t  emperor. — I  cannot  think 
that  they  could,  either  from  tradi¬ 
tion,  painting,  or  fiatuary,  have  any 
accurate  notion,  if  any  at  all,  of 
the  particular  Ifature,  fhape,  and 
countenance  of  Cyrus.  The  artill 
mull  have  been  guided  mer  ely  by 
fancy. 

44  Various  kinds  of  refrefiimenta 
having  been,  after  fhort  intervals, 
prelented  to  the  company,  we  were 
at  la  ft  entertained  with  a  ball,  which 
killed  all  night.  The  ladies  were 
placed  by  themfeives  on  one  fide  of 
the  hall,  and  the  gentlemen  by 
themfeives  on  the  other.  The  wo¬ 
men  wore  their  veils  ;  but  thefe 
were  not  drawn  fo  ciofely  over  the 
face,  but  that  we  could  get  a  peep 
at  their  eyes  and  nofes.  Wheis; 
their  veils  were  draw'll  back,  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  might  enjoy  the  re*- 
frefhment  of  being  fanned,  we  could 
difeover  their  necks  and  their  {met 
hair.  Indeed,  on  occafion  of  wed¬ 
dings,  ihe  veil,  as  I  have  been  af~ 
lured,  fits  more  loofdy  on  the  la¬ 
dies  than  at  other  time's/  There 
was  not  the  lead  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  men  and  the  women  ;  no 
not  a  whifper.  The  men  convened 
among  themfeives  ;  and  the  womea 
obferved  a  profound  filence,  look¬ 
ing  ftraight  forward,  with  inex> 
preffible  fvveetnefs  and  modelly. 

44  But  now  appears  a  fpedlacle 
which  commands  liience  among  the 
gentlemen  as  well  as  the  ladies,  and 

draws 
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draws  the  attention  of  every  part  of 
the  hall.  A  company  of  ffrolling 
dancing  girls  from  Surat,  appear 
on  a  platform  raifed  about  two  feet 
above  the  floor.  Violins  were  now 
added  to  the  band  of  rrtulic*  and 
prefently  the  dance  began.  The 
ialladieres  (for  that  is  the  name  by 
which  the  dancing  girls  are  diftin- 
g'uifhed  on  this  fide  of  Hindoftan) 
are  d refled  in  the  gaudieft  manner 
that  the  luxuriant  fancy  of  the  Eaft 
can  conceive.  Their  long  black 
hair  failing  over  their  fhoulders  in 
flowing  ringlets,  or  braided  and 
turned  up,  is  loaded  with  precious 
flones,  and  ornamented  with  flow¬ 
ers.  Their  necklaces  and  bracelets 
are  enriched  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
even  their  nofe-jewels,  which  at  firff 
flght  appear  (hocking  to  an  Euro¬ 
pean,  have  fomething  pleafing,  af¬ 
ter  cuflom  has  wrorn  off  the  effedf  of 
prejudice,  and  by  a  certain  fymme- 
try,  fet  off  all  the  other  ornaments. 
Nothing  can  equal  the  care  they 
take  to  preferve  their  breaffs,  as  the 
moft  ftriking  mark  of  beauty.  In 
order  to  prevent  them  from  growing 
large  or  ill-fhaped,  they  enclofe  them 
in  cafes  made  of  exceeding  light 
wood,  which  are  joined  together, 
and  faflened  with  buckles  of  jewels 
behind.  Thefe  cafes  are  fo  fmootli 
and  pliant,  that  they  give  way  to 
the  various  attitudes  of  the  body 
without  being  flattened,  and  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  injury  to  the  deli¬ 
cacy  of  the  fkin.  The  outfide  of 
thefe  cafes  is  covered  w7ith  a  leaf  of 
gold,  and  ftudded  with  diamonds. 
They  take  it  off  and  put  it  on  again 
with  lingular  facility.  This  cover¬ 
ing  of  the  bread:  conceals  not  from 
the  amorous  eye,  palpitations,  heav- 
ings,  various  tender  emotions,  nor 
aught  that  can  contribute  to  excite 

a  ,  t 

delire :  while  at  the  fame  time  it 
leaves  fomething  for  the  fpedtator 
to  guefs.  The  balladieres  imagine 


that  they  heighten  the  beauty  of 
their  complexion,  and  the  impref- 
fion  of  their  countenances,  by  track¬ 
ing  black  circles  round  their  eves, 
with  a  hair  bodkin  dipped  in.  the 
powder  of  antimony.  On  their 
ankles,  befides  jewels,  they  wear 
bells,  which  they  think  have  a  good 
effeiff ;  but  which,  I  confefs,  I  do 
not  admire. 

u  The  balladieres,  it  muff  be  ob?» 
ferved,  are  not  all  of  the  fame  rank 
or  condition.  It  is  only  the  higher 
ranks  among  them,  who,  I  have 
been  told,  are  confecrated  to  the  ufe 
of  the  Bramins,  the  firff  caff  in  this 
fuperffitious  country,  that  can  af¬ 
ford  to  have  a  load  of  diamonds# 
Nor  do  the  balladieres  of  this  clafs 
ftroli  through  the  country.  But  if 
the  common  dancing  girls  are  not 
ufually  adorned  with  diamonds,  they 
have  other  precious  ffones  and  orna¬ 
ments  that  ffrike  with  equal  effedt. 
In  every  other  refpedt,  their  drefs 
refembles  that  of  the  balladieres  of 
the  firft  rank. 

“  When  thefe  girls  dance,  they 
do  not  hop,  cut,  and  fkip  like  our 
adlreffes  in  Europe  ;  they  never  lift 
their  feet  high.  Their  dances 
would  not  be.  fuffered,  it  muff  be 
owned,  in  an  affembly  of  European 
ladies.  They  exprefs,  by  mute  ac¬ 
tion,  all  the  raptures  and  extrava¬ 
gancies  of  the  paffion  of  love,  when 
in  deep  retirement,  concealed  from 
every  prying  eye,  the  happy  lovers 
throwing-  afide  all  reftraint,  yield  to 
the  irrefiftible  impulfe  of  the  moft 
ardent  defire  of  nature.  Nor  is 
mute  addon  the  whole  of  this  feene. 
The  girls  accompany  their  wanton 
attitudes  with  lafeivious  fongs,  un¬ 
til,  overcome  by  the  power  of  ima¬ 
gination,  and  the  ffrength  of  per-> 
fumes,  their  voices  die  away,  and 
they  become  motionlefs ;  which  Is 
the  conclulion  of  this  opera  %  fhall.  I 
call  it,  or  pantomime  ? — The  ball 
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Lifted  until  morning.  Refrefhments 
were  prefented  to  the  company  at 
jfhort  intervals  dufing  the  night. 
The  bride  was  accompanied  to  the 
houfe  of  her  hulband  only  by  her 


neareft  relations.  The  Hindoo  la¬ 
dies  were  in  like  manner  taken  care 
of  by  their  huibands  or  kindred* 
As  to  the  balladieres,  they  were 
efcorted  home  by  Europeans.” 


The  Manner  in  which  the  Day  is  commonly  fbent  by  an  ENGLISH* 

MAN  in  BENGAL. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


■  BOUT  the  hour  of  feven 
%  in  the  morning,  his  durvan 
(porter  or  door-keeper)  opens  the 
gate,  and  the  viranda  (gallery)  is 
free  to  his  circars,  pAons  (footmen) 
harcarrahs  (meffengers  or  fpies) 
chubdars  (a  kind  of  conftables)  hue- 

cabadars  and  confumas  ( or  fteward 

\ 

and  butler)  writers  and  folic i tors. 
The  head-bearer  and  jemmadar  en¬ 
ter  the  hall,  and  his  bed  room  at 
eight  o’clock.  A  lady  quits  his  fide, 
and  is  conducted  by  a  private  flair- 
cafe,  either  to  her  own  apartment, 
or  out  of  the  yard.  The  moment 
the  mafter  throws  his  legs  out  of 
bed,  the  whole  poffe  in  waiting  rufli 
Into  his  room,  each  making  three 
falams,  by  bending  the  body  and 
head  very  low,  and  touching  the 
forehead  with  the  inlide  of  the  fin¬ 
gers,  and  the  door  with  the  back 
part.  He  condefcends,  perhaps,  to 
nod  or  call:  an  eye  towards  the  fo- 
licitors  of  his  favour  and  protection. 
In  about  half  an  hour  after  undoing 
and  taking  off  his  long  drawers,  a 
clean  fliirt,  breeches,  dockings,  and 
flippers,  are  put  upon  his  body, 
thighs,  legs,  and  feet,  without  any 
greater  exertion  on  his  own  part, 
than  if  he  were  a  ftatue.  The  bar¬ 
ber  enters,  (haves  him,  cuts  his 
nails,  and  cleans  his  ears.  The 
chillumjee  and  ewer  are  brought  by 
a  fervant,  whofe  duty  it  is,  who 
1782, 


pours  water  upon  his  hands,  to  walh 
his  hands  and  face,  and  prefents  a 
towel. —  The  fuperior  then  walks  in 
ftate  to  his  breakfasting  parlour  in 
his  waiftcoat  ;  is  feated  ;  the  con« 
fumah  makes  and  pours  out  his  tea, 
and  prefents  him  with  a  plate  of 
bread  or  toaff.  The  hair-dreffer 
comes  behind,  and  begins  his  ope¬ 
ration,  while  the  huccabadar  foftly 
dips  the  upper  end  of  the  fnake  or 
tube  of  the  houcca  into  his  hand. 
While  the  hair-dreffer  is  doing  his 
duty,  the  gentleman  is  eating,  dp- 
ping,  and  fmoaking  by  turns.  By 
and  bye,  his  banian  prefents  himfelf 
with  humble  falams,  and  advances 
fomewhat  more  forward  than  the 
other  attendants.  If  any  of  the  fo~ 
licitors  are  of  eminence,  they  are 
honoured  with  chairs. — Thefe  cere¬ 
monies  are  continued  perhaps  till 
ten  o’clock  ;  when,  attended  by  his 
cavalcade,  he  is  conduced  to  his 
palanquin,  and  preceded  by  eight 
to  twelve  chubdars,  harcarrahs,  and 
peons,  with  the  inilgnia  of  their 
profeffions,  and  their  livery  diltin- 
guifhed  by  the  colour  of  their  tur¬ 
bans  and  cumberbands  (a  long  muff 
lin  belt  wrapt  round  the  waid ;) 
they  move  off  at  a  quick  amble  » 
the  fet  of  bearers,  confiding  of  eight 
generally,  relie vp  each  other  with 
alertnefs,  and  without  incommoding 
the  mader.  If  he  has  vidts  to  make, 
A'  his 
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his  peons  lead  and  direct  the  bear¬ 
ers  ;  and  if  bufinefs  renders  his  pre¬ 
fence  only  necefiary,  he  fhews  him- 
felf,  and  purfues  his  other  engage¬ 
ments  until  two  o’clock,  when  he 
and  his  company  fit  down,  perfectly 
at  eafe  in  point  of  drefs  and  addrefs, 
to  a  good  dinner,  each  attended  by 
his  own  fervant.  And.  the  moment 
the  glaUes  are  introduced,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  company  of  ladies,  the 
houccabadars  enter,  each  with  a 
houcca,  and  prefents  the  tube  to  his 
mailer,  watching  behind  and  blow¬ 
ing  the  fire  the  whole  time.  As  it 
Is  expected  that  they  fliall  return  to 
fupper,  at  four  o’clock  they  begin 
to  withdraw  without  ceremony,  and 
flep  into  their  palanquins  ;  fo  that 
in  a  few  minutes,  the  matter  is  left 
to  go  into  his  bed-room,  when  he 
is  inftantly  undretted  to  his  fhirt, 
and  his  long  drawers  put  on  ;  and 
lie  lies  down  on  his  bed,  where  he 


fleeps  till  about  feven  or  eight 
o’clock  :  then  the  former  ceremony 
is  repeated,  and  clean  linen  of  every 
kind,  as  in  the  morning,  is  admi- 
niftered ;  his  huccabadar  prefents 
the  tube  to  his  hand,  he  is  placed 
at  the  tea  table,  and  his  hair-drefler 
performs  his  duty  as  before.  After 
tea,  he  puts  on  a  handfome  coat, 
and  pays  vifits  of  ceremony  to  the 
ladies:  returns  a  little  before  ten 
o’clock  ;  fupper  being  ferved  at  ten. 
The  company  keep  together  till  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  one  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  preferving  great  fobriety  and 
decency ;  and  when  they  depart, 
our  hero  is  conducted  to  his  bed¬ 
room,  where  he  finds  a  female  com¬ 
panion,  to  arnufe  him  until  the  hour 
of  feven  or  eight  next  morning.— 
With  no  greater  exertions  than 
thefe,  do  the  Company’s  fervant s 
amafs  the  matt  fplendid  fortunes.” 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  INHABITANTS  of  O  WHY'HEE,  the 

iargeft  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

[From  Ellis’s  Authentic  Narrative  of  a  Voyage  performed  by  Captain 

Cook  and  Captain  Clerke.] 


r"¥*^HE  inhabitants  of  O'why'hee 
|  are  very  numerous :  during 
our  cruize  off  the  north  part,  the 
hills  (for  the  fhore  on  that  fide  is 
in  general  fleep  and  lofty)  were  al- 
moft  covered  with  them,  and  when 
we  anchored  in  Karacacooah  Bay, 
the  number  was  almoft  incredible. 
A'tou'wi  is  well  populated,  and 
Oheehow,  though  fmall,  has  many 
inhabitants.  However,  alltheifiands 
produce  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
provifions  than  the  natives  can  con- 
fume. 

“  The  men  are  above  the  middle 
fize,  flout,  well  made,  and  flefhy, 


but  not  fat.  Corpulency  is  not  al¬ 
together  fo  great  a  mark  of  difiinc- 
tion  in  thefe  as  in  the  Society  Ifles  % 
and  tallnefs,  for  which  the  Qta- 
heiteans  have  great  partiality,  is 
alfo  overlooked.  Their  colour  is  in 
general  brown  olive.  The  women 
are  in  general  mafeuline,  though 
there  are  fome  delicately  made,  and 
the  voice  of  them  all  is  foft  and  fe¬ 
minine.  The  hair  both  of  the  head 
and  beard  is  black  ;  that  of  the  head 
the  men  wear  in  the  form  of  a  hel¬ 
met,  that  is,  a  long  frizzled  ridge 
from  the  forehead  to  the  neck,  the 
fides  being  much,  fhorter.  This  fa- 

ihibn 
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fci on  feems  to  prevail  only  among' 
the  principal  people,  that  of  the 
inferior  fort  being  of  an  equal 
length  in  every  part*  Moil  of  them 
were  very  defirous  of  parting  with 
their  beards,  which,  they  faid,  were 
difagreeable  and  troublefome,  and 
were  fond  of  being  fhaved  by  our 
people.  Some  of  the  priefls  wore 
their  beards  long,  and  would  not 
on  any  account  part  with  them. 
The  women  wear  their  long  hair 
before,  but  very  fnort  behind,  which 
is  not  the  molt  becoming  mode  ; 
and,  like  thofe  of  the  Friendly  Hies, 
they  have  a  way  of  rendering  it  of 
different  colours,  red,  yellow,  and 
brown.  The  features  of  both  fexes 
are  good,  and  we  law  fome  of  the 
females  who  might  really  be  called 
line  women.  Their  teeth  are  even 
and  perfectly  white.  In  general, 
they  feem  to  be  very  healthy,  and 
vve  obferved  fevefal  who  appeared 
to  be  of  great  age.  As  to  dileafes, 
we  law  none  who  laboured  under 
any  during  our  flay,  except  the  ve¬ 
nereal  complaint ;  coughs  and  colds, 
indeed,  were  pretty  general,  and  one 
man  died.  From  what  we  could 
learn  of  his  diforder  from  the  na¬ 
tives,  it  was  a  violent  griping  or 
colic. 

“  Both  men  and  women  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  of  a  good  difpolition,  and 
behaved  to  each  other  with  the  ten¬ 
dered:  regard  i  when  they  did  fall 
out,  which  fometimes  was  the  cafe, 
occalioned  by  the  upfetting  of  a 
canoe,  or  fome  fuch  trifling  acci¬ 
dent,  they  only  fcolded  a  little,  and 
this  was  foon  over  and  forgotten. 
We  never  faw  them  flrike  each 
other  upon  any  occafion.  They  are 
all  thieves,  from  the  aree  to  the 
tou-tou,  but  not  quite  fo  expert  at 
it  as  our  Otaheitee  friends. 

The  cuftom  of  tattowing  pre¬ 
vails  greatly  among  thefe  people, 
fadt  the  men  have  a  much  larger 


fhare  of  it  than  the  women:  many 
(particularly  fome  of  the  natives  of 
Mow'vvhee,)  have  one  half  their 
body,  from  head  to  foot,  marked  in 
this  manner,  which  gives  them  a 
moil  flriking  appearance.  It  is  done 
with  great  regularity,  and  looks  re¬ 
markably  neat :  fome  have  only  an 
arm  marked  in  this  manner,  others 
a  leg  j  fome  again  have  both  arm 
and  leg,  and  others  only  the  hand# 
The  women  are  the  mofl  part  mark¬ 
ed  upon  the  hand,  and  fome  upon 
the  tip  of  their  tongue,  but  of 
thefe  we  faw  but  few.  Both  fexes 
have  a  particular  mark,  according 
to  the  diftridt  in  which  they  live,  or 
it  is  rather  the  mark  of  the  aree,  or 
principal  man,  under  whofe  jurif- 
didtion  they  more  immediately  are. 
We  never  law  the  operation  of  tat¬ 
towing  performed,  nor  could  we 
procure  a  fight  of  the  inftru- 
ments  ufed  upon  this  OGcafion* 
but  it  is  likely  they  are  much  the 
lame  as  thofe  of  the  Friendly  and 
Society  Ifles. 

“  Both  men  and  women  are  very 
cleanly  in  their  perfons  ;  the  latter 
wafh  their  whole  bodies  in  frefb 
water,  twice,  and  fometimes  three 
times  a-day ;  but  the  women  of 
Otaheitee  have  the  advantage  of 
them  in  one  point  of  cleanlinefs* 
which  is  eradicating  the  hairs  from 
under  the  arm-pits.  This  is  a  cui« 
tom  we  obferved  no  where  but  at 
the  Society  Ifles. 

“  There  are  no  people  in  the? 
world  who  indulge  themfelves  more 
in  their  fenfual  appetites  than  thefe  : 
in  fadf,  they  carry  it  to  a  molt 
fcandaious  and  fhameful  degree,  and 
in  a  manner  not  proper  ro  be  men¬ 
tioned.  The  ladies  are  very  lavifli 
of  their  favours,  but  are  far  from 
being  fo  mercenary  as  thofe  of  the 
Friendly  or  Society  Ifles,  and  fome 
of  their  attachments  leemed  purely 
the  effedt  of  affediion,  They  are 
JP  z  initiated 
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initiated  into  this  way  of  life  at  a 
very  early  period  ;  we  law  lb  me, 
who  could  not  be  more  than  ten 
years  old. 

44  Their  cloathing  con  fids  of 
cloth  of  different  kinds :  that  worn 
by  the  men,  which  is  called  marro, 
is  about  half  a  yard  wide,  and  four 
yards  long ;  that  of  the  women, 
three  quarters  of  a  yard  wide,  and 
or  the  fame  length  as  the  men’s  ; 
this  they  call  pah-onwa  ;  they  both 
wear  it  round  their  middle,  but  the 
men  pafs  it  between  their  legs.  This 
is  the  general  drefs  of  both  fexes, 
but  the  better  fort  fometimes  throw 
a  large  piece  loofely  over  their 
fheulders.  Betides  the  marro,  they 
have  feveral  other  kinds  of  cloth, 
which  derive  their  names  either 
from  the  different  ufes  they  are  ap¬ 
plied  to,  or  their  different  texture 
and  pattern  ;  all,  however,  as  far 
as  we  could  learn,  are  made  from 
the  Chinefe  paper  mulberry  tree. 
The  principal  of  thefe  is  the  cappa, 
which  is  about  ten  or  twelve  feet 
long,  and  nearly  as  many  wide,  and 
is  thick  and  warm  ;  they  wrap  thein- 
fel  ves  up  in  this  when  they  retire 
to  deep.  They  have  another  kind, 
which  is  white,  and  much  thinner  ; 
this,  as  has  been  before  obferved, 
they  throw  loofely  over  their  fhould¬ 
ers  ;  it  is  fometimes  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  long,  and  wide  in  proportion. 
The  marro  and  pah»oxuwa  are  curi- 
oufly  painted  of.  various  patterns, 
but  the  others  are  generally  white, 
or  dyed  red,  black,  and  yellow. 

44  The  principal  ornaments  of 
the  men,  are  the  feather-caps  and 
cloaks ;  fome  of  the  latter  reach 
down  to  their  heels,  and  have  a 
snoft  magnificent  appearance.  They 
are  made  for  the  mod  part  of  red 
and  yellow  feathers,  which  are  tied 
upon  fine  net  work  ;  the  caps  are 
compofed  of  the  fame  kind  of  fea¬ 
thers,  which  are  fometimes  inter¬ 


mixed  with  black  ;  they  are  fecured 
upon  a  kind  of  bafket-wqrk,  made 
in  the  form  of  a  helmet.  Both  caps 
and  cloaks  are  made  of  various  pat¬ 
terns  and  fives.  The  cloaks  are  not 
all  compofed  of  the  fame  kind  of 
feathers,  but  are  fometimes  varied 
with  the  long  tail  feathers  of  the 
cock,  with  a  border  of  yellow  or 
red,  and  fometimes  with  thole  of 
the  tropick  bird.  Both  caps  and 
cloaks,  however,  are  only  to  be 
feen  in  the  poffellion  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  people.  They  have  alfo  a  kind 
of  fly-flap,  made  of  a  bunch  of  fea¬ 
thers  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  thin 
piece  of  fmooth  and  polifhed  wood  : 
they  are  generally  made  of  the  tail 
feathers  of  the  cock,  but  the  better 
fort  of  people  have  them  of  the  tro¬ 
pick  birds  feathers,  or  thofe  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  black  and  yellow  bird  called 
mo-ho\  The  handle  is  very  fre¬ 
quently  made  of  one  of  the  bones 
of  the  arm  or  leg  of  thofe  whom 
they  have  killed  in  battle,  curioufly 
inlaid  with  tortoife-fhell :  thefe  they 
deem  very  valuable,  and  will  not 
part  with  them  under  a  great  price. 
This  ornament  is  common  to  the 
luperiors  of  both  fexes. 

44  The  women  too  have  their 
lhare  in  the  ornamental  way  :  that 
which  they  value  moll  is  the  erai. 
This  is  a  kind  of  ruff  or  necklace, 
made  of  red,  green,  black,  and  yel¬ 
low7  feathers,  curioufly  put  together, 
and  in  molt  elegant  patterns,  which 
really  do  honour  to  the  fancy  of 
the  ladies,  whofe  bulinefs  it  is  to 
make  them.  They  never  think 
themfelves  dreffed  without  one  or 
two  ot  thefe  round  their  necks,  and 
thofe  who  can  afford  it  wear  ma¬ 
ny.  Others  again  are  compofed 
of  fmall  variegated  (hells,  difpofed 
in  a  very  neat  manner  ;  and  fome 
con  till  of  leveral  rows  of  twilled 
hair,  with  a  piece  of  carved  wood 
or  bone,  highly  polilhed,  the  bot¬ 
tom 
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tom  part  forming  a  curve.  The 
higher  the  quality  of  the  wearer, 
the  greater  is  the  lize  of  the  wood 
or  bone,  and  the  quantity  of  the 
twitted  hair.  The  next  thine  is  the 

O 

poo-remah  or  bracelet ;  the  moft 
valuable  are  made  of  boar’s  tuflks 
fattened  together  fide  by  fide  with  a 
piece  of  firing,  by  means  of  a  hole 
drilled  through  the  middle ;  the 
larger  the  tufks,  the  greater  the  va¬ 
lue.  Sometimes  two  fhells  tied  round 
the  writts  with  twitted  or  braided 
hair,  ferve  the  purpofe  of  bracelets, 
but  even  in  this  cafe  they  fhe'vv  great 
nicety,  being  particularly  careful  to 
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match  them  as  near  as  poffible. 
They  were  prodigioufiy  fond  of 
thole  we  gave  them,  which  were 
only  a  few  beads,  lecured  by  thread 
upon  a  ltrip  of  fcarlet  cloth,  and 
made  to  button  round  the  writt. 
So  much  did  they  at  firtt  value 
them,  that  a  fmall  hatchet  and  one 
of  thefe  would  purchafe  a  hog, 
which  without  it  could  not  have 
been  bought  for  three  large  hatchets. 
The  women  were  perpetually  teaz- 
ing  the  men  to  difpofe  of  their  va¬ 
rious  articles  for  thefe  bracelets  ;  at 
leatt,  one  of  them  was  always  to 
make  a  part  of  the  priced 


Some  farther  PARTICULARS  concerning  the  MANNERS  and  CUS¬ 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


^I  ^HETR  food  is  principally  ve- 
1  getable  ;  though  the  chiefs 
indulge  themlelves  more  frequently 
in  the  ufe  of  pork',  than  we  ever 
obferved  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Ittes  ;  and  the  prietts  come  in  fora 
fhare,  for  we  never  favv  them  with¬ 
out  it  at  their  meals,  but  then  they 
are  moderate  in  the  quantity  they 
eat. 

44  We  obferved  a  fingular  cere- 
mony  among  the  prietts  before  they 
eat,  which  feems  peculiar  to  their 
profefiion.  They  always  add  refs 
themfelves  to  one  of  their  deities  in 
a  kind  of  prayer,  which  is  generally 
fung  by  two  or  three  of  the  eldett 
in  company,  the  reft  ftriking  their 
hands  gently  together:  this  conti¬ 
nues  for  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  mi¬ 
nutes,  when  one  of  them  cuts  oft  a 
Jew  fiices  of  pork,  which,  with  fome 
potatoes,  tarrow,  Sic.  is  offered  to 
the  deity,  during  which  only  one 
fpeaks,  and  that  in  a  very  different 


tone  and  manner  from  the  former. 
After  this  is  ended,  they  all  make 
refponfes,  and  he  who  offered  the 
things  begins  again  in  the  fame  find¬ 
ing  tone  as  at  firft,  after  which  the 
refponfes  are  made  as  before.  Two 
of  the  old  people  then  drink  a  cup 
of  awa,  another  repeating  lome- 
thing  at  the  fame  time,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  kind  of  bleffing  :  after 
they  have  done,  he  alfo  drinks,  one 
or  both  of  the  others  repeating 
the  fame  words  as  before ;  they  then 
begin  their  repaid,  in  fome  of  the 
prietts  houfes  we  obferved  a  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  manner  of  the  firft 
prayer;  the  former  was  delivered  in 
a  finging  tone,  the  other  in  a  plain¬ 
tive  one ;  but  the  remaining  parts 
of  the  ceremony  corresponded  ex¬ 
actly  with  each  other. 

44  They  have  great  abundance  of 
fifh,  which  the  women  are  particu¬ 
larly  fond  of:  they  eat  them  raw, 
guts,  fcales,  and  all ;  and  ufe  an 
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immoderate  quantity  of  fait  with 
them. 

“  Tarrow,  bread-fruit,  and  Tweet 
potatoes,  are  univerfally  ufed  among 
them,  and  are  plentiful  to  a  degree  : 
coco  nuts  and  ripe  plaintains  are  ra¬ 
ther  fcarce,  on  which  account  the 
women  are  forbid  to  eat  them. 

“  Their  method  of  cooking  is 
much  the  fame  as  at  the  Friendly  and 
Society  Ides.  Of  potatoes,  tarrow, 
and  bread-fruit,  they  make  a  kind 
of  thin  pudding,  which  they  call 
poey  :  this  is  done  by  mafhing  the 
potatoes,  &c.  very  frnall  after  they 
are  baked,  and  mixing  them  with 
water. 

44  Their  general  drink  is  water, 
or  the  milk  of  the  coco  nut ;  but 
all  the  chiefs  ufe  the  a'vva,  and  fome 
of  them  to  excefs,  as  was  very  evi¬ 
dent  from  their  (kins,  which  were 
as  rough  and  parched  as  can  well  be 
conceived,  and  their  eyes  red  and 
inflamed.  This  appearance  they  are 
all  very  fond  of,  and  (fo  prevailing 
is  cuftom)  efleem  it  as  a  paincular 
mark  of  diftin&ion.  The  women 
were  not  averfe  to  eating  with  us, 
though  the  men  were  prefent,  and 
would  frequently  indulge  themfelves 
with  pork,  plaintains,  and  coco 
nuts,  when  fe'cure  from  being  feen 
by  them. 

♦  ‘  Though  one  would  fup.pofe 
that  the  heat  of  the  climate  would 
naturally  induce  thefe  people  to  deep 
much,  particularly  after  their  meals ; 
yet  this  cuftom  is  not  io  prevalent 
.as  at  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iiles. 
The  women  employ  themfelves  in 
their  various  occupations  of  making 
mats,  painting  and  glazing  cloth, 
fecc.  and  the  men,  in  making  fpeais, 
clubs,  fifh-hooks,  and  canoes. 

<«  T heir arp ufe rri ents  are  boxing, 
wreftling,  Tinging,  dancing,  playing 
at  bowls,  and  fome  other  games, 
which  wp  did  not  know  the  mean¬ 
ing  of.  .  The  two  former  are  upon 
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the  fame  plan  as  at  the  Friendly  and 
Society  Iiles,  and  conducted  with  as 
great  good  nature  on  both  Tides, 
Their  fongs  are  not  various ;  they 
are  fung  nearly  in  the  fame  tone  as 
at  Otaheitee,  but  their  dances  are 
different  from  any  we  have  yet  feen. 
Thev  have  none  of  thofe  graceful 
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movements  which  are  fo  peculiar  to 
the  natives  of  Anamooka,  Amfter* 
dam,  &c.  nor  the  lewd  morions 
which  characterize  the  people  of  the 
Society  Iiles.  Whenever  they  can 
collect  feven  or  eight  girls  together, 
they  generally  ftrike  up  a  dance, 
which  is  an  amufement  they  are 
very  partial  to.  They  firft  begin 
by  repeating,  or  rather  iinging  feve- 
rai  words,  which  appear  to  be  in 
rhyme,  all  of  them  at  the  fame 
time,  flowly  moving  their  legs  and 
linking  their  breads  gently  with 
their  right  hands  ;  this  being  fmilh- 
ed,  they  all  jump  in  a  violent  man¬ 
ner,  but  in  exact  time,  linking 
their  breads  or  Tides  much  harder 
than  before,  and  repeating  the  word 
he'ora  ;  thofe  who  continue  this  ex- 
ercife  the  longeft,  are  allowed  to  be 
the  beft  dancers.  i  his,  with  very 
little  variation,  was  the  only7  dance 
we  law,  except  one,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  by  an  old  woman,  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  drum.  The  move¬ 
ments  were  fomething  like  thofe  of 
our  hornpipes ;  (he  had  bracelets 
compofed  of  dog’s"  teeth,  fixed  up¬ 
on  a  kind  of  netting,  round  her  an¬ 
cles,  which  by  the  continual  motion 
her  legs  were  in.  made  no  difa^ree- 
able  inutic.  Tne  drum  was  beat  by* 
a  man,  who  at  the  fame  time  ac¬ 
companied  it  with  a  fong. 

“  Thefe  drums  were  the  only 
mufical  inftrurrients  that  were  ob- 
ferved  among  them.  Their  man¬ 
ner  of  playing  at  bowls  is  nearly 
like  our’s  :  the  bowls  are  about  two 
inches  and  half  in  diameter,  an  inch 
in  thicknefsj  apd  flatted  on  the  Tides, 
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but  broadeft  at  the  center.  They 
feem  to.  be  a  compofition  of  lime, 
or  fomething  fimilar  to  it,  and  very 
neatly  and  exactly  formed. 

44  Their  man u failures  are  cloth, 
mats,  ropes,  and  lines  of  various 
fizes.  The  former  is  the  produce 
of  the  fame  tree  as  that  of  Otaheitee 
and  the  Friendly  Ifies,  and  their 
manner  of  making  it  varies  but  little 
from  that  of  thole  iflands,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  in  general  its 
width  does  not  exceed  three  quarters 
of  a  yard,  and  its  texture  is  very 
thick  and  ffrong  ;  but  in  thofe 
pieces  which  are  wider,  it  is  manu¬ 
factured  confiderably  thinner.  They 
fuffer  the  trees  to  grow  to  a  larger 
nze  than  we  obferved  before ;  the 
jnlimment  they  ufe  to  beat  out  the 
bark,  is  upon  the  fame  conidrudfion 
as  at  Otaheitee,  but  the  grooves  or 
channels  are  much  wider. 

i4  After  the  pieces  are  brought  to 
their  proper  width,  and  fewed  to« 
gether,  they  are  laid  out  to  bleach  ; 
after  which  they  are  ready  for  the 
next  procefs,  which  is  painting  or 
dying  them.  The  colours  ufed.  up¬ 
on  this  occahon  are  red,  black,  and 
yellow :  the  latter  is  feldom  ufed,  ex¬ 
cept  when  they  dye  whole  pieces. 

44  Their  language  is  a  mixture  of 
that  of  the  Society  and  Friendly 
.Ifies,  but  the  former  moflly  predo¬ 
minates. 

‘4  Of  the  manner  in  which  they 
dilpofe  of  their  dead,  and  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  ufed  upon  that  occa- 
fion,  we  can  icarcely  fay  any  thing, 
as  only  one  inllance  that  we  knew  of 
occurred  during  our  flay.  Immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  death  of  the  perfon, 
his  friends  and  relations  ahembled 
together  and  deplored  his  lofs,  with 
loud  lamentations  and  expreffions  of 
grief,  which  continued  till  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  when  they  threw  his 
body  into  the  fea.  They  told  us, 
they  always  burn  the  bodies  of  their 


chiefs ;  and  the  night  after  that  11  n« 
happy  affair  of  captain  Cook,  we 
obferved  feveral  fires  upon  the  hills, 
which  we  at  that  time  were  unable 
to  account  for,  but  upon  enquiry 
afterwards,  they  told  us  they*  had 
been  confuming  the  bodies  of  thole 
chiefs  who  were  killed  in  that  fkir- 
miff. 

44  Their  morais  or  burying  places 
are  ere&ed  in  different  forms  ;  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  obfer- 
vatories  confided  of  an  area  or  plat¬ 
form,  about  one  hundred  yards  in 
length  and  forty  in  breadth,  which 
was  confiderably  elevated  above  the 
furface  of  the  earth  by  vaft  heaps 
of  flones,  and  furrounded  with 
wooden  pales  about  four  feet  high, 
upon  which  were  fixed  a  number  of 
human  fkulls,  belonging  to  thofe 
who  had  at  different  times  been  fa- 
crificed  to  their  deities.  The  area 
was  divided  into  two  parts  :  in  the 
firff,  on  the  left  hand  fide,  was  a 
wooden  image,  reprefenting  (as  they 
told  us)  their  great  God,  whom  they 
didinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of 
eatua  aronah,  which  fignifies  ih$ 
chief  of  the  gods.  A  quantity  of 
cloth  was  wrapped  round  this  deitv, 
and  a  number  of  coco  nuts,  plain- 
tains,  &cc,  were  placed  before  it  as 
offerings. 

44  Opposite  to  this  was  another 
deity,  but  of  an  inferior  rank  ;  and 
behind  this  were  the  remains  of  an 
old  houfe,  in  which  were  four  rude 
carvings  of  wood,  which  reprefent- 
ed  other  of  their  deities. 

44  In  the  fecund  part,  at  the  end 
of  the  area,  was  a  large  pile  ot 
ftones,  upon  which  were  fixed  many- 
long  poles,  but  eight  in  particular 
far  exceeded  the  reft  in  length  ;  be¬ 
tween  the  poles,  a  number  of  others 
were  placed  acrofs  and  lengthwife. 
Before  the  pile,  were  twelve  of  their 
inferior  deities,  which  they  call 
cawhi,  reprefented  by  carved  wood- 
F  4  en 
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en  images,  with  monftrous  faces, 
and  exceeding  large  mouths  befet 
with  teeth. 

**  Thefe  {land  in  a  femicircular 
form,  at  fome  little  diftance  from 
the  pile,  extending  beyond  it  both 
to  the  right  and  left  hand.  The 
place  where  they  were  fixed  was 
about  two  feet  higher  than  the  reft, 
and  covered  with  ftraw,  At  a  fmall 
di fiance  from  thefe,  and  in  front  of 
the  pile,  was  a  kind  of  fmall  leaf- 
folding,  which  confided  of  four 
poles,  with  leveral  others  tied  acrofs, 
to  ftrengthen  the  whole.  It  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  eredted  for  the  purpofe  of 
placing  the  various  offerings  to  their 
<rods,  for  the  bottom  of  it  was  co- 
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vered  with  plaintains,  coco  nuts, 
and  the  remains  of  a  pig.  Behind 
this,  and  oppofite  to  the  pile,  was 
another  houfe,  equally  as  ruinous 
as  the  former,  but  without  any  dei¬ 
ties  in  it. 

“  On  the  left  hand,  at  fome  little 
di  fiance  from  the  morai,  wefe  three 
or  four  houfes,  which  are  inhabited 
folely  by  priefts,  under  whole  care 
this  morai  feems  wholly  to  be.  Be¬ 
fore  each  of  their  houfes  one  of  thefe 
carved  images  is  placed,  wrapped 
round  with  cloth,  and  near  it  a  imall 
pole  is  eredfed,  upon  which  they 
place  plaintains,  coco  nuts,  pigs, 
and  dogs,  killed  for  that  purpofe, 
which  fometimes  emit  a  moft  dis¬ 
agreeable  fteneb,  for  they  hang  till 
they  decay  and  drop  to  pieces. 

4‘  We  remarked  that  no  one  ever 
prefumed  to  enter  the  houfes  of  the 
priefts,  except  their  own  families, 
nor  did  we  fee  a  woman  among!! 
them.  Whether  they  are  prohibited 
marrying,  we  cannot  pretend  to  de¬ 
termine,  but  there  were  feveral  boys 
who  lived  with  them,  and  fome  not 
exceeding  five  op  fix  years  old. 


44  Of  their  religion  we  can  fay 
nothing,  except  that  they  appear  to 
have  no  veneration  or  refpedt  for 
particular  birds,  as  at  the  Friendly 
and  Society  Ifles. 

Their  weapons  are  flings,  fpears, 
wooden  daggers,  which  they  call 
pahW-wa,  and  clubs.  They  are 
not  fo  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  flings 
as  at  the  Society  Ifles  ;  for  though 
they  throw  ftones  with  great  force, 
they  very  frequently  mifs  the  objedl*. 
The  mats  are  an  exellent  defence 
againft  the  ftones,  and  even  fpears  ; 
they  ufuaily  dip  them  in  water  be¬ 
fore  they  put  them  on,  which  ren¬ 
ders  them  tough,  and  of  courfe  not 
fo  liable  to  be  penetrated. 

44  Their  fpears  are  maces  of  wood, 
and  are  from  ten  to  fourteen  feet  in 
length,  gradually  tapering  from 
within  feven  inches  of  the  point 
(which  is  furni filed  with  five  row's 
of  barbs)  to  the  other  extremity. 
The  pahow-was  are  generally  about 
twenty  inches  or  two  feet  in  length, 
and  are  alfo  made  of  wood  ;  the 
blade  is  fomewhat  rounded  in  the 
middle,  the  fides  are  fharp,  and  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  point.  In  the  handle  is 
made  a  hole,  through  which  they 
put  a  ftrong  piece  of  line,  which 
they  fecure  round  their  wrift,  fo 
that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  difarm 
them.  This  weapon  is  intended  for 
clofe  engagements,  and  in  their 
hands  is  a  moft  deftrudlive  one. 

44  The  for  m  of  government,  from 
what  few  oblervations  we  could 
make,  feems  to  be  much,  the  fame 
as  at  the  other  tropical  iflands  ;  and, 
from  many  enquiries,  we  have  rea- 
fen  to  fuppofe  that  the  crown  is  he¬ 
reditary.  The  natives  informed  us, 
that  it  has  been  in  the  poffeflion  of 
the  prefent  king’s  family  for  five  ge¬ 
nerations  pail.”. 
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[From  the  American 

11  \\  /HEN  young  I  entertained 
VV  fome  thoughts  of  felling 
my  farm.  I  thought  it  afforded  but 
a  dull  repetition  of  the  fame  labours 
and  pleafures.  I  thought  the  for¬ 
mer  tedious  and  heavy,  the  latter 
few  and  infipid  ;  but  when  I  came 
to  conlider  inyfelf  as  divefted  of  my 
farm,  I  then  found  the  world  fo 
wide,  and  every  place  fo  full,  that 
I  began  to  fear  left  there  would  be 
no  room  tor  me.  My  farm,  my 
houfe,  my  barn,  prefented  to  my 
imagination,  objects  from  which  I 
adduced  quite  new  ideas j  they  were 
more  forcible  than  before.  Why 
Ihould  not  I  find  myfelf  happy,  faid 
J,  where  my  father  was  before  ? 
He  left  me  no  yood  books  it  is  true, 
he  gave  me  no  other  education  than 
the  art  of  reading  and  writing  ;  but 
he  left  me  a  good  farm,  and  his  ex¬ 
perience  ;  he  left  me  free  from  debts, 
and  no  kind  of  difficulties  to  ftrug- 
gle  with.  I  married,  and  this  per¬ 
fectly  reconciled  me  to  my  fttuation  ; 
my  wife  rendered  my  houfe  all  at 
once  chearful  and  pleating  ;  it  no 
longer  appeared  gloomy  and  folitary 
as  before  ;  when  I  went  to  work  in 
^ny  fields  I  worked  with  more  ala¬ 
crity  and  fprightlinefs  ;  I  felt  that 
I  did  not  work  for  myfelf  alone, 
and  this  encouraged  me  much.  My 
wife  would  often  come  with  her 
knitting  in  her  hand,  and  fit  under 
the  fhady  trees,  praifing  the  ftraight- 
nefs  of  my  furrows,  and  the  doci¬ 
lity  of  my  horfes ;  this  fwelfed  my 
heart  and  made  every  thing  light 

and  pleafant,  and  I  regretted  that  I 
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had  not  married  before,  I  felt  my** 
felf  happy  in  my  new  fttuation,  and 
where  is  that  lfation  which  can  con¬ 
fer  a  more  fubftantia!  fyftem  of  feJL 
city  than  that  of  an  American  far¬ 
mer,  pofteffing  freedom  of  aClion, 
freedom  of  thoughts,  ruled  by  a 
mode  of  government  which  requires 
but  little  from  us  ?  I  owe  nothings 
but  a  pepper  corn  to  my  country,  a 
fmall  tribute  to  my  king,  with  loy¬ 
alty  and  due  refpeet ;  I  know  no 
other  landlord  than  the  lord  of  all 
land,  to  whom  I  owe  the  moft  fin- 
cere  gratitude.  My  father  left  me 
three  hundred  and  feventy-one  acres 
of  land,  forty-feven  of  which  are 
good  timothy  meadow,  an  excellent 
orchard,  a  good  houfe,  and  a  fub- 
ftantial  barn.  It  is  my  duty  to  think 
how  happy  I  am  that  he  lived  to 
build  and  to  pay  for  all  thefe  im¬ 
provements  :  what  are  the  labours, 
which.  I  have  to  undergo,  what  are 
my  fatigues  when  compared  to  his® 
who  had  every  thing  to  do,  from  the 
firft  tree  he  felled  to  the  finifhing  of 
his  houfe  ?  Every  year  I  kill  from 
1 ; oq  to  2000  weight  of  pork,  1200 
of  beef,  half  a  dozen  of  good  we¬ 
thers  in  harveft  :  of  fowls  my  wife 
has  always  a  great  ftock  :  what  can. 
I  wiffi  more  ?  My  negroes  are  tole¬ 
rably  faithful  and  healthy  ;  by  a 
long  feries  of  induftry  and  honeft 
dealings,  mv  father  left  behind  hirp 
the  name  of  a  good  man  ;  I  have 
but  to  tiead  his  paths  to  be  happy 
and  a  good  man  like  him.  I  know 
enough  of  the  law  to  regulate  my 
little  concerns  with  propriety,  nor 

1  '  t  - 
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^do  I  dread  its  power ;  thefe  are  the 
grand  outlines  of  my  fituation,  but 
as  I  can  feel  much  more  than  I  am 
able  to  exprcfs,  I  hardly  know  how 
to  proceed.  When  my  firft  fon  was 
born,  the  whole  train  of  my  ideas 
were  fuddenjy  altered  ;  never  was 
there  a  charm  that  a  died  fo  quickly 
and  powerfully  ;  I  ceafed  to  ramble 
in  imagination  through  the  wide 
world ;  my  excurftons  fince  have 
not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  my 
farm,  and  all  my  principal  pleafures 
are  now  centered  within  its  fcanty 
limits  :  but  at  the  fame  time  there 
Is  not  an  operation  belonging  to  it 
In  which  1  do  not  find  fome  food 
for  ufeful  reflections.  This  is  the 
reafon,  I  fuppofe,  that  when  you 
was  here,  you  ufed,  in  your  refined 
ftile,  to  denominate  me  the  farmer 
of  feelings ;  how  rude  mu  ft  thofe 
feelings  be  in  him  who  daily  holds 
the  axe  or  the  plough,  how  much 
more  refined  on  the  contrary  thofe 
of  the  European,  whole  mind  is 
Improved  by  education,  example, 
books,  and  by  every  acquired  ad¬ 
vantage  !  Thofe  feelings,  however, 

I  will  delineate  as  well  as  I  can, 
Agreeably  to  your  earned;  requefE 
When  1  contemplate  my  wife,  by 
my  fire-fide,  while  {lie  either  fpins, 
knits,  darns,  or  fuckles  our  child, 

I  cannot  defcribe  the  various  emo¬ 
tions  of  love,  of  gratitude,  of  con- 
fcious  pride  which  thrill  in  my 
heart,  and  often  overflow  in  invo¬ 
luntary  tears.  I  feel  the  neceffity, 
the  fwect  pleafure  of  acting  my  part, 
the  part  of  a  hufband  and  father, 
with  an  attention  and  propriety 
which  may  entitle  me  to  my  good 
fortune,  it  is  true  thefe  plea  ling 
images  vaniili  with  the  fmoke  of 
.ray  pipe,  but  though  they  difappear 
from  my  mind,  the  impreffion  they 
have  made  on  my  heart  is  indelible. 
When  I  play  with  the  infant,  my 
warm  imagination  runs  forward,  and 
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eagerly  anticipates  his  future  tem¬ 
per  and  conftiLution.  I  would  wil¬ 
lingly  open  the  book  of  fate,  and 
know  in  which  page  his  deftiny  is 
delineated  :  alas !  where  is  the  fa¬ 
ther  who  in  thofe  moments  of  pa¬ 
ternal  extacy  can  delineate  one  half 
of  the  thoughts  which  dilate  his 
heart  ?  I  am  fure  I  cannot  ;  then 
again  I  fear  for  the  health  of  thofe 
who  are  become  fo  dear  to  me,  and 
in  their  ficknefTes  I  feverely  pay  for 
the  joys  I  experienced  while  they 
were  well.  Whenever  I  <ro  abroad 

O 

it  is  always  involuntary.  I  never 
return  home  without  feeling  fome 
plealing  emotion,  which  I  often  fup- 
prefs  as  ufelefs  and  fooiilh.  The 
inflant  I  enter  on  my  own  land,  the 
bright  idea  of  property,  of  exclufivc 
right,  of  independence,  exalts  my 
mind.  Precious  foil,  I  fay  to  my- 
felf,  by  what  lingular  cuftom  of 
law  is  it  that  thou  wall  made  to 
conftitute  the  riches  of  the  free¬ 
holder  ?  What  fhould  we  American 
farmers  be  without  the  diitinCl  pof- 
feffion  of  that  foil  ?  It  feeds,  k 
clothes  us,  from  it  we  draw  even  a 
great  exuberancy,  our  bell  meat, 
our  richeft  drink,  the  very  honey 
of  our  bees  comes  from  this  privi¬ 
leged  fpot.  No  wonder  we  fhould 
thus  cherilh  its  pofleflion,  no  won¬ 
der  that  fo  many  Europeans  who 
have  never  been  able  to  fay  that 
fuch  portion  of  land  was  theirs, 
crofs  the  Atlantic  to  realize  that 
happinefs.  This  formerly  rude  foil 
has  been  converted  by  'my  father 
into  a  pleafant  farm,  and  in  return 
it  has  ellabiifhed  all  our  rights ;  on 
it  is  founded  our  rank,  our  freedom, 
our  power  as  citizens,  our  import¬ 
ance  as  inhabitants  of  fuch  a  diltridl. 
Thefe  images  I  mu  ft  confefs  I  al¬ 
ways  behold  with  pleafure,  and  ex¬ 
tend  them  as  far  as  my  imagination 
can  reach  :  for  this  is  what  may  bs 
called  the  true  and  the  only  philo- 

fo^hy 
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foplvv  of  an  American  farmer.  Pray 
do  not  laugh  in  thus  feeing  an  art- 
lefs  countryman  tracing  himfelf 
through  the  fimple  modifications  of 
his  life  ;  remember  that  you  have 
required  it;  therefore  with  candor, 
though  with  diffidence,  I  endeavour 
to  follow  the  thread  of  my  feelings, 
but  I  cannot  tell  you  all.  Often 
when  I  plough  my  low  ground,  I 
place  my  little  boy  on  a  chair  which 
icrews  to  the  beam  of  the  plough — 
its  motion  and  that  of  the  horfes 
pleafe  him,  he  is  perfectly  happy 
and  begins  to  chat.  As  I  lean  over 
the  handle,  various  are  the  thoughts 
which  croud  into  my  mind.  I  am 
now  doing  for  him,  t  fay,  what  my 
father  formerly  did  for  me  ;  may 
God  enable  him  to  live  that  he  may 
perform  the  fame  operations  for  the 
fame  purpofes  when  I  am  worn  out 
and  old !  I  relieve  his  mother  ot 
fome  trouble  while  1  have  him  with 
me,  the  odoriferous  furrow  exhila¬ 
rates  his  fpirfts,  and  feems  to  do  the 
child  a  great  deal  of  good,  for  he 
looks  more  blooming  fir-ce  I  have  a- 
dopted  that  practice  :  can  more 
pleafure,  more  dignity  be  added  to 
that  primary  occupation  ?  The  fa¬ 
ther  thus  ploughing  with  his  child, 
and  to  feed  his  family,  is  inferior 
only  to  the  emperor  of  China  plough¬ 
ing  as  an  example  to  his  kingdom. 
In  the  evening  when  I  return  home 
through  my  low  grounds,  I  am  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  myriads  ot  infebts 
which  I  perceive  dancing  in  the 
beams  of  the  fetting  fun.  1  was 
before  fcarcely  acquainted  with  their 
exiftence  ;  they  are  fo  fmall  that  it 
is  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them  ;  they 
are  carefully  improving  this  fhort 
evening  fpace,  not  daring  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  blaze  of  our  meri¬ 
dian  fun.  I  never  fee  an  egg  brought 
bn  my  table  but  1  feel  penetrated 
with  the  wonderful  change  it  would 
‘have  undergone  but  for  my  glut¬ 


tony  ;  it  might  have  been  a  gentle 
ufeiul  hen  leading  her  chickens  with 
a  care  and  vigilance  which  fpeaks 
fhame  to  many  women  ;  a  cock 
perhaps,  arrayed  with  the  moft  ma- 
jefiic*  plumes,  tender  to  its  mate, 
bold,  courageous,  endowed  with  an 
aftoni  filing  in  fund,  with  thoughts, 
with  memory,  and  every  difting'uifh- 
ing  changfteriftic  of  the  reafon  of 
man.  I  never  fee  my  trees  drop 
their  leaves  and  their  fruit  irx  the 
autumn,  and  bud  again  in  the  fpring, 
without  wonder  ;  the  fagacity  of 
thofe  animals  which  have  long  been 
the  tenants  of  my  farm  aftoniftres  me  : 
fome  of  them  feern  to  furpafs  even 
men  in  memory  and  fagacity.  I 
could  tell  you  fingular  inftances  of 
that  kind.  What  then  is  this  in- 
ftinbt  which  we  fo  debafe,  and  of 
which  we  are  taught  to  entertain  fo 
diminutive  an  idea  ?  My  bees,  above 
any  other  tenants  of  my  farm,  at¬ 
tract  my  attention  and  refpebl. 

44  I  draw  a  great  fund  of  pleafure 
from  the  quails  which  inhabit  my 
farm  ;  they  abundantly  repay  me, 
by  their  various  notes  and  peculiar 
tamenefs,  for  the  inviolable  hofpi- 
tality  I  conftantly  fhew  them  in  the 
winter.  Jnftead  of  perfidioully  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  their  great  and  af- 
febting  diftrefs,  when  nature  offers 
nothing  but  a  barren  univerfal  bed 
of  fnow,  when  irsefiffible  neceffity 
forces  them  to  my  barn  doors,  I 
permit  them  to  feed  unmolefied ; 
and  it  is  not  the  leafi  agreeable  fpec- 
tacle  which  that  dreary  feafon  pre- 
fents,  when  I  fee  thofe  beautiful 
birds,  tamed  by  hunger,  interming¬ 
ling  with  all  my  cattle  and  fheep, 
feeking  in  fecurity  for  the  poorfcanty 
grain  which  but  for  them  would  be 
ufelefs  and  loft.  .  Often  in  the  an¬ 
gles  of  the  fences  where  the  motion 
of  the  wind  prevents  the  fnow  from 
fettling,  I  carry  them  both  chaff  and 
grain ;  the  one  to  feed  them,  the 

other 
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other  to  prevent  their  tender  feet 
from  freezing  tail  to  the  earth  as  I 
have  frequently  obferved  them  to 
do.  I  do  not  know  an  inftance  in 
which  the  lingular  barbarity  of  man 
is  fo  ftrongly  delineated,  as  in  the 
catching  and  murthering  thofe  harm- 
lefs  birds,  at  that  cruel  feafon  of  the 
year.  Mr.  ****,  one  of  the  moil 
famous  and  extraordinary  farmers 
that  have  ever  done  honour  to  the 
province  of  Connedlicut,  by  his 
timely  and  humane  affiftance  in  a 
hard  winter,  faved  this  lpecies.from 
being  entirely  deftroyed.  They  pe¬ 
ri  if  ed  all  over  the  country,  none  of 
their  delightful  whiftlings  were 
heard  the  next  fpring,  but  upon  this 

gentleman’s  farm  ;  and  to  his  hu- 
b  .  ,  r 
inanity  we  owe  the  continuation  or 

their  mulic.  When  the  leverities 
of  that  feafon  have  difpirited  all  my 
cattle,  no  farmer  ever  attends  them 
with  more  pleafure  than  I  do  ;  it  is 
one  of  thofe  duties  which  is  fweeten- 
ed  with  the  molt  rational  fatisiadtion. 
}  amufe  myfelf  in  beholding  their 
different  tempers,  adtions,  and  the 
various  effedls  of  their  inftindt  now 
powerfully  impelled  by  the  force  of 
hunger.  I  trace  their  various  incli¬ 
nations,  and  the  different  effedts  of 
their  paffions,  which  are  exadtly  the 
fame  as  among  men;  the  law  is  to 
us  precifely  what  I  am  in  my  barn 
yard,  a  bridle  and  check  to  prevent 
the  itrong  and  greedy,  from  op- 
preffing  the  timid  and  weak.  Con¬ 
scious  of  fuperiority  they  always 
ft  rive  to  encroach  on  their  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  unfatisfied  with  their  por¬ 
tion,  they  eagerly  fwallow  it  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  ap  opportunity  of  taking 
what  is  given  to  others,  except  they 
are  prevented.  Soiree  I  chide,  or 
thers,  unmindful  of  my  admonitions, 
receive  fome  blows.  Could  vidtuals 
thus  be  given  to  men  without  the 
aififtance  of  any  language,  1  am 
fure  they  would  not  behav$  better 


to  one  another,  nor  more  philofo- 
phically  than  my  cattle  do.  The 
lame  fpirit  prevails  in  the  liable  ; 
but  there  I  have  to  do  with  more 
generous  animals,  there  my  well 
known  voice  has  immediate  influ¬ 
ence,  and  foon  reffores  peace  and 
tranquillity.  Thus  by  fuperior 
knowledge  I  govern  all  my  cattle  as 
wife  men  are  obliged  to  govern  fools 
and  the  ignorant, 

a  It  is  my  bees,  however,  which 
afford  me  the  rnoft  Lpieafing  and  ex¬ 
tensive  themes ;  let  me  look  at  them 
when  I  will,  their  government, 
their  induftry,  their  quarrels,  their 
paffions,  always  prefent  me  with 
fomething  new  ;  for  which  reafon, 
when  weary  with  labour,  my  com¬ 
mon  place  of  reft  is  under  my  locuft- 
trees,  clofe  by  my  bee-houfe.  By 
their  movements  I  can  predict  the 
weather,  and  can  tell  the  day  of 
their  {warming  ;  but  the  moft  diffi¬ 
cult  point  is,  when  on  the  wing,  to 
know  whether  they  want  to  go  to 
the  woods  or  not.  If  they  have 
previoufiy  pitched  in  fome  hollow 
trees,  it  is  not  the  allurements  of 
fait  and  water,  of  fennel,  hickory 
leaves,  &c.  nor  the  fineft  box,  that 
can  induce  them  to  ftay  ;  they  will 
prefer  thofe  rude,  rough  habitations 
to  the  beft  polilhed  mahogany  hive. 
When  that  is  the  cafe  with  mine,  I 
feldom  thwart  their  inclinations  ;  it 
is  in  freedom  that  they  work  :  were 
I  to  confine  them,  thev  would  dwin- 
die  away  and  quit  their  labour.  In 
fuch  excurfions  vve  only  part  for  a 
while ;  I  am  generally  fure  to  find 
them  again  the  following  fall.  This 
elopement  of  theirs  only  adds  to  my 
recreations  :  I  know  how  to  deceive 
even  their  fuperlative  inftindt ;  nor 
do  I  fear  lofing  them,  though  eigh¬ 
teen  miles  from  my  houi'e,  and 
lodged  in  the  moft  lofty  trees,  in  the 
moll  impervious  of  our  forefts.  I 
once  took  you  along  with  me  in  one 
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©f  thofe  rambles,  and  yet  you  infill 
on  my  repeating  the  detail  of  our 
operations  :  it  brings  back  into  my 
mind  many  of  the  uleful  and  enter¬ 
taining  reflections  with  which  you  fo 
happily  beguiled  our  tedious  hours, 
44  Alter  I  have  done  fowing,  by 
Way  of  recreation,  I  prepare  for  a 
week’s  jaunt  in  the  woods,  not  to 
hunt  either  the  deer  or  the  bears,  as 
tny  neighbours  do,  but  to  catch  the 
more  harmlefs  bees.  I  cannot  boaft 
that  this  chafe  is  fo  noble,  or  fo 
famous  among  men,  but  I  hnd  it 
lefs  fatiguing,  and  full  as  profitable  ; 

and  the  laft  confideration  is  the  onlv 

,/ 

©ne  that  moves  me.  I  take  with 
me  my  dog,  as  a  companion,  for  he 
is  ufelefs  as  to  this  game  ;  my  gun, 
tor  no  man  you  know  ought  to  en¬ 
ter  the  woods  without  one  ;  my 
blanket,  feme  provifions,  feme  wax, 
vermillion, honey,  and  a  fmali  pocket 
compafs.  With  thefe  implements 
I  proceed  to  fuch  woods  as  are  at  a 
eonfiderable  difiance  from  any  fettle- 
ments.  I  carefully  examine  whether 
they  abound  with  large  trees  ;  if  fe, 
I  make  a  fmali  fire  on  feme  fiat 
Hones,  in  a  convenient  place  ;  on 
the  fire  I  put  feme  wax  ;  clofe  by 
this  fire,  on  another  fione,  I  drop 
honey  in  difiinCl  drops,  which  I  fur- 
round  with  fmali  quantities  of  ver¬ 
million,  laid  on  the  fione  ;  and  then 
I  retire  carefully  to  watch  whether 
any  bees  appear.  If  there  are  any 
in  that  neighbourhood,  I  reft  a  fibred 
that  the  fmell  of  the  burnt  wax  will 
unavoidably  attract  them  ;  they  will 
foon  find  out  the  honey,  for  they 
are  fond  of  preying  on  that  which  is 
not  their  own  ;  and  in  their  approach 
they  will  neceflarily  tinge  themfelves 
with  feme  particles  of  vermillion, 
which  will  adhere  long  to  their  bo¬ 
dies.  I  next  fix  my  compafs,  to 
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find  out  their  ©ourfe,  which  they 
keep  invariably  ftrait,  when  they 
are  returning  home  loaded.  By  the 
affiftance  of  my  watch,  I  obferv® 
how  long  thofe  are  returning  which 
are  marked  with  vermillion.  Thus 
poffeffed  ot  the  courfe,  and,  in  feme 
meafure,  of  the  diftance,  which  I 
can  eafily  guefs  at,  I  follow  the  firft, 
and  feldom  fail  of  coming  to  the 
tree  where  thofe  republics  are  lodg¬ 
ed.  .  I  then  mark  it ;  and  thus,  with 
patience,  I  have  found  out  fometimes 
eleven  fwarms  in  a  feafon  ;  and  it 
is  inconceivable  what  a  quantity  of 
honey  thefe  tries  will  fometimes  af¬ 
ford.  It  entirely  depends  on  the 
fize  of  the  hollow,  as  the  bees  ne¬ 
ver  reft  nor  fwarm  till  it  is  all  reple- 
nifhed ;  for  like  men,  it  is  only  the 
want  of  room  that  induces  them  to 
quit  the  maternal  hive.  Next  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  feme  of  the  neareft  fettie- 
ments,  where  I  procure  proper  af¬ 
fiftance  to  cut  down  the  trees,  get 
all  my  prey  fecured,  and  then  re¬ 
turn  home  with  my  prize.  The 
firft  bees  I  ever  procured  were  thus 
found  in  the  woods,  by  mere  acci¬ 
dent  ;  for  at  that  time  I  had  no  kind 
of  fkill  in  this  method  of  tracing 
them.  The  body  of  the  tree  being 
perfectly  found,  they  had  lodged 
themfelves  in  the  hollow  of  one  of 
its  principal  limbs,  which  I  care¬ 
fully  fawed  off,  and  writh  a  good  deal 
of  labour  and  induftry  brought  it 
home,  where  I  fixed  it  up  again  in 
the  fame  pofition  in  which  I  found 
it  growing.  This  was  in  April ;  I 
had  five  fwarms  that  year,  and  they 
have  been  ever  fince  very  profper- 
ous.  This  bufinefs  generally  takes 
up  a  week  of  my  time  every  fall, 
and  to  me  it  is  a  week  of  folitary 
eafe  and  relaxation,” 
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Upon  the  PREFERENCE  of  DISTINCT  and  CIRCUMSTAN¬ 
TIAL  IMAGES  in  COMPOSITION,  to  DESCRIPTIONS 
of  a  more  general  Nature. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Dr.  Joseph  Warton5s  Essay  on  the 

Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope.] 


u  A  MONG  the  other  fortunate 
circumftances  that  attended 
Homer,  it  was  not  one  of  the  leaf!, 
that  he  wrote  before  general  and  ab- 
ftradt  terms  were  invented.  Hence 
his  Mufe  (like  bis  own  Helen  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  walls  of  Troy)  points 
out  every  perfon,  and  thing,  accu¬ 
rately  and  forcibly.  All  the  views 
and  profpedls  he  lays  before  us,  ap¬ 
pear  as  fully  and  perfectly  to  the 
eye,  as  that  which  engaged  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Neptune,  when  he  was 
fitting  (Iliad,  b.  13.  v.  12.) 

'bf-Jfa:  s V  axporuTvis  y.opvjprj;  'Zu(xa  vkvw 

0p ijuung*  w&ev  yccp  etpaivilo  mcccroc  (Jsvlvq9 
tycCHilo  OS  n plBfMlQ  'ZZroAl?,  XGtl  Vr, £5  A^CCIUV, 

Thofe  who  are  fond  of  generali¬ 
ties,  may  think  the  number  of  na¬ 
tural,  little  circum (lances,  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  beautiful  narration  of 
the  expedition  of  Dolon  and  Dio- 
med  (Book  the  icth)  too  particular 
and  trifling,  and  below  the  dignity 
of  Epic  poetry.  But  every  reader 
of  a  juft  tafte  will  always  admire 
the  minute  defcription  of  the  hel¬ 
met  and  creft,  at  verfe  the  257th  ; 
the  clapping  of  the  wings  of  the 
heron  which  thev  could  not  fee  ; 

r  * 


the  fquatting  down  among  the  dead 
bodies  till  Dolon  had  palled  ;  Ulyfles 
hiding  to  Diomed  as  a  fignal ;  the 
linking  the  horfes  with  his  bow,  he- 
caufe  he  had  forgotten  to  bring  his 
whip  with  him  ;  and  the  innumer¬ 
able  circumflances  which  make  this 
narration  fo  lively,  fo  dramatic,  and 
fo  interefting.  Half  the  Iliad  and 
the  Odyfley  might  be  quoted  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  way  of  writing.  So 
different  from  the  unfiniflied,  half- 
formed  figures,  prefented  to  us  by 
many  modern  writers.  How  much 
is  the  pathetic  heightened  by  So¬ 
phocles,  when,  fpeaking  of  Dei- 
anira  determined  to  deftroy  lierfelf. 
and  taking  leave  of  her  palace,  he 
adds,  a  circumftance  that  Voltaire 
would  have  difdained ! 

- - KAaaf  opyuxm  ora 

favcrBisv)  SeiXxHz  azrccpo;* 

Among  the  Roman  poets,  Lucretius 
will  furnifh  many  inftances  of  this 
fort  of  ftrong  painting.  Witnefs 
his  portrait  of  a  jealous  man  j  Book 
the  4th,  v.  1130. 

Aut  quod  in  ambiguo  verbtmi  jaculata  re¬ 
quit  ; 

Aut  nimium  ja&are  oculos,  aliumve  tucri 
Quod  putat,  in  vultiique  videc  veiligia  rifus. 

Of 
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Of  Xphigenia  going  to  be  facrificed, 
at  the  moment,  when, 

— —  mxftum  ante  aras  aftare  parentem 
tienfit,  &  hunc  propter  ferrum  celare  mi¬ 
ll  iitros. 

Of  Fear,  in  book  in.  v.  155, 

Sudorem  itaque  &  pallorem  exiftere  toto 
Corpore  ;  &  infringi  linguam  ;  vocemque 
aboriri ; 

Caligare  ocalos  ;  fonare  aures ;  fuccidere 
artns. 

44  Without  fpecifying  the  various 
ftrokes  of  nature,  with  which  Vir¬ 
gil  has -defcribed  the  prognoses  of 
the  weather  in  his  firft  Georgic,  let 
us  only  conlider  with  what  energy 
he  has  enumerated  and  particularized 
the  geflures  and  attitudes  of  his  dy¬ 
ing  Dido,  No  five  verfes  ever  con¬ 
tained  more  images,  or  images  more 
diftin&ly  exp  re  fled. 

Ilia  graves  oculos  conata  attollere,  rurfus 
Deficit ;  infixum  itridet  fab  pedtore  vul- 
mis : 

Ter  fefe  attollens,  cxibitoque  innixa  leva- 
vit, 

Tor  revoluta  torn  effc :  oculifque  erranti- 
bus,  alto 

Qusefivit  easlo  lucem,  ingemuitque  reperta. 

The  words  of  Virgil  have  here  paint¬ 
ed  the  dying  Dido,  as  powerfully 
as  the  pencil  of  Reynolds  has  done, 
when  fhe  is  juft  dead. 

44  But  none  of  the  Roman  writers 
has  difplayed  a  greater  force  and 
vigour  of  imagination  than  Tacitus; 
who  was  in  truth  a  great  poet.  With 
what  an  aflfemblage  of  mafterly 
ftrokes  has  he  exhibited  the  did: refs 
of  the  Roman  army  under  Csecina, 
in  the  flrfl:  book  of  the  annals  !  Nox 
per  diverfa  inquies ;  cum  barbari 
ieftis  epulis,  Iseto  cantu,  aut  truci 
fonore,  fubjefla  vadium  ac  reful- 
tantes  faltus,  complerent.  Apud 
Romanos,  invalidi  ignes,  interruptae 
voces,  atque  ipfi  paflim  adjacerent 


vallo,  oberrarent  tentoriis.  infomnes 
magis  quam  pervigiles,  ducemque 
terruit  dira  quies.  And  what  a 
fpedlre  he  then  immediately  calls 
up,  in  the  flyle  of  Michael  Angelo! 
Nam  Quintillium  Varum,  fanguine 
oblitum,  &  paludibus  emerftim,  cer- 
nere  &  audire  vifus  eft,  velut  vo- 
cantem,  non  tamen  oblecutus,  & 
manual  intendentis  repulifle. 

44  A  celebrated  foreigner,  the  count 
Algarotti,  has  pafled  the  following 
cenfure  on  our  poetry,  as  defkent 
in  this  refpech 

44  La  poeiia  del  populi  fettentrio- 
nali  pare  a  me,  che,  generalmente 
parlando,  confjfla  piu  di  penflerl, 
che  d’immagini,  ii  compiaccia  dellc 
rifleflione  equalmente  che  dei  fenti- 
menti  :  non  fia  cofi  particolareggiata, 
e  pittorefca  come  e  la  noftra.  "Vu> 
gilio  a  cagione  d’efempio  rappre- 
fentando  Didone  quando  efee  alia 
caccio  fa  una  tal  deferizione  del  mo 
veflimento,  che  tutti  i  ritrattiffci,  leg- 
gendo  quel  pafTo,  la  veftirebbono  a 
un  modo  : 

Tandem  progreditur,  magna  ftipante  ca- 
terva, 

Sidoniam  pi&o  chlamydem  circumdata 
limbo  ; 

Cui  pharetra  ex  auro,  critics  nodantur  in 
aurum, 

Auream  purpuream  fubnedtit  fibula  veftem. 

Non  cofi  il  Miltono  quando  deferive 
la  nuda  bellezza  di  Eva  *. 

Grace  was  in  all  her  fteps,  h.eav’n  In  her 
eye, 

In  every  gefture,  dignity  and  love. 

Con  quella  parole  generate,  eaftratte 
idee  di  grazia,  cielo,  amore,  e 
maefta  non  pare  a  lei  che  cgnuno  fi 
formi  in  mente  una  Eva  a  pofta 
fua  ?” 

44  It  mufl  indeed  be  -granted,  that 
this  pafl'age  gives  no  difdndt  and 
particular  idea  of  the  peribn  of  Eve  ; 
bur  in  how  many  others  has  Mi  Ron 

drawn 
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drawn  liis  figures,  and  exprefied  his 
images,  with  energy  and  diftinX- 
nefs  ? 

Under  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair 
In  curls  on  either  cheek  play’d ;  wings  he 
wore 

Of  many  a  colour’d  plume  fprinkled  with 
gold ; 

His  habit  fit  for  fpeed  fuccinX,  and  held 
Before  his  decent  fteps  a  filver  wand. 

Dire  was  the  toffing,  deep  the  groans  ; 
Defpair 

Tended  the  fick,  bufieft  from  couch  to 
couch ; 

And  over  them  triumphant  Death  his  dart 
Shook,  hut  delay’d  to  ftrike. 

From  his  flack  hand  the  garland,  wreath’d 
for  Eve, 

Dov/n  dropt,  arid  all  the  faded  rofes  filed  ; 
Speechlefs  he  flood  arid  pale. 

And  Spencer,  the  matter  of  Milton, 
fo  much  abounds  in  portraits  pecu¬ 
liarly  marked,  and  ftrongly  created, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  know  which  to 
feleX  from  this  copious  magazine  of 
the  moft  lively  painting.  The  fame 
.may  be  faid  of  Shakefpeare  ;  whofe 
little  touches  of  nature  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  Voltaire  could  not  relifh,  who 
affords  no  example  of  this  beauty  in 
his  Henriade,  and  gives  no  proofs  of 
a  piXurefque  fancy,  in  a  work  that 
abounds  more  in  declamation,  in 
moral  and  political  reflexions,  than 
in  poetic  images  ;  in  which  there  is 
little  charaXer  and  lefs  nature,  and 
in  which  the  author  himfelf  appears 


throughout  the  piece,  and  is  himfeif 
the  hero  of  his  poem. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this 
fubjeX,  bfec 
ceive  many 
writers  of 
from  thefe  true  and  lively,  and  mi¬ 
nute,  reprefentations  of  nature,  and 
of  dwelling  in  generalities.  To 
thefe  I  oppofe  the  teftimony  of,  per¬ 
haps,  the  moft  judicious  and  elegant 
critic  among  the  ancients.  Procul- 
dubio  qui  dicit  expugnatam  efle  ci- 
vitatem,  compleXitur  omnia  quse- 
cuiique  tails  fortuna  recipit  t  fed  in 
affeXus  minus  penetrat  brevis  hie 
velut  nuntius.  At  ft  aperias  hsec 
quae  verbo  uno  inclufa  erant,  appa- 
rebunt  effufe  per  domos  ac  templa 
flammae,  &  ruentium  teXorum  fra- 
gor,  &  ex  diveriis  clamoribus  unus 
quideili  fonus ;  aliorum  fuga  incerta ; 
alii  in  extremo  complexu  fuorum 
cohaerentes,  &  infantium  feminarum- 
que  ploratus,  &  male  ufque  in  ilium 
diem  fervati  fato  fenes  ;  turn  ilia 
profanorum  facrorumque  direptio, 
efferentium  prasdas,  repetentiumque 
difeurfus,  &  aXi  ante  iuuffi  quifque 
praedonem  catenati,  Sc  conata  reti- 
nere  infantein  fuum  mater,  &  ficubl 
majus  lucrum  eft,  pugna  inter  vie-, 
tores.  Licet  enim  hsec  omnia,  ut 
dixi,  compleXatur  everfto,  Minus 
eft  tamen  totum  dicere,  quam  om¬ 
nia. 


aufe  I  think  1  can  per- 
fymptoms,  even  among 
eminence,  of  departing 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


IT  is  to  his  fables,  though  written 
in  his  old  age,  that  Dryden  will 
owe  his  immortality,  and  among 
them,  particularly,  to  Palamon  and 
Arcite,  Sigifmunda  and  Guifcardo, 
Theodore  and  Honoris  ;  and  to  his 


mufic  ode.  The  warmth  and  me¬ 
lody  of  thefe  pieces,  has  never  been 
excelled  in  our  language,  I  mean  in 
rhyme.  As  general  and  unexem¬ 
plified  criticifm  is  always  ufelefs  and 
abfurd,  I  mutt  beg  leave  to  feleX  a 

few 
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Few  pafTages  from  thefe  three  poems, 
and  the  reader  muft  not  think  any 
©bfervations  on  the  character  of  Dry- 
den,  the  conftant  pattern  of  Pope, 
tmcon  netted  with  the  main  fubjedt 
of  this  work.  The  picture  of  Ar- 
cite  in  the  abfence  of  Emilia,  is 
highly  expreflive  of  the  deeped  dif- 
trefs,  and  a  complete  image  of  an- 
guifli. 

He  rav’d  with  all  (he  maclnefs  of  defpair, 
He  roar’d,  he  beat  his  bread,  he  tore  his 
hair. 

Dry  forrow  in  his  dupid  eyes  appears, 

,  For  wanting  nourifhment,  he  wanted  tears: 
His  eye-baiis  in  their  hollow  fockets  fink, 
Bereft  of  deep  he  loaths  his  meat  and  drink; 
He  withers  at  his  heart,  and  looks  as  wan. 
As  the  pale  fpedtre  of  a  murder'd  man. 

The  image  of  the  Suicide  is 
ecpaally  pidturefque  and  pathetic. 

The  flayer  of  himfolf  yet  faw  I  there, 

The  gore  congeal’d  was  clotted  in  his  hair  : 
With  eyes  half- clos’d  and  gaping  mouth 
he  lay, 

And  grim,  as  when  he  breath’d  his  fullen 
foul  away. 

This  reminds  me  of  that  forcible 
defcription  in  a  writer  whole  fancy 
was  eminently  ftrong.  44  Catilina 
vero,  longe  a  fuis,  inter  hoftium  ca- 
davera  repertus  eft,  paululum  etiam 
fpirans ;  ferociamque  an' mi,  quarn 
habuerat  vivus,  in  vultu  re  tine  11s.” 
Nor  mull:  I  omit  that  affedfing  image 
In  Spenfer,  who  ever  excels  in  the 
pathetic. 

And  him  befides  there  lay  upon  the  grafs 
A  dreary  corfe,  whofe  life  away  did  pals, 
All  wallow’d  in  his  own,  yet  lukewarm 
blood, 

That  from  his  wound  yet  welled  frefh,  alas; 
In  which  a  rufly  knife  faft  fixed  flood, 
And  made  an  open  paffage  for  the  gufhing 
flood. 

When  Palamon  perceived  his  rival 
had  efcaped, 

- He  flares,  he  flamps  the  ground  ; 

The  hollow  tow’r  with  clamour  rings  a- 
round  : 

I  782. 


With  briny  tears  he  bath’d  his  fetter’d  feet. 
And  dropp’d  all  o’er  with  agony  of  fweat. 

Nor  are  the  feelings  of  Palamon 
lefs  ftrongly  imprefled  on  the  reader, 
where  he  fays, 

The  rage  of  Jealoufy  then  fir’d  his  foul, 
And  his  face  kindled  like  a  burning  coal: 
Now  cold  Defpair  fucceeding  in  her  Head, 
To  livid  palenefs  turn’d  the  glowing  red* 

44  If  we  pafs  on  from  defcript’ons 
of  perfons  to  thofe  of  things,  we 
fhall  find  this  poem  equally  excel¬ 
lent.  The  temple  of  Mars,  is  ft- 
tuated  with  propriety,  in  a  country 
defolate  aid.  joylefs  ;  all  around  it, 

The  landfcape  was  a  forefl  wide  and  bare  ; 
Where  neither  beafl  nor  human  kind  re¬ 
pair  ; 

The  fowl,  that  fcent  afar.,  the  borders  fly. 
And  fhun  the  bitter  blafi,  and  wheel  about 
the  fky. 

A  cake  of  fcurf  lies  baking  on  the  ground, 
And  prickly  flubs  inftead  of  trees  are  ioutid. 

The  temple  itfelf  is  nobly  and  mag¬ 
nificently  ftudied  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  adapted  to  the  furious  nature 
of  the  God  to  whom  it  belonged  ; 
and  carries  with  it  a  barbarous  and 
tremendous  idea. 

The  frame  of  burnifh’d  fleel  that  cafl  a 

glare 

From  far,  and  feem’d  to  thaw  the  freezing 
air. 

A  ftrait  'long  entry  to  the  temple  led, 
Blind  with  high  walls  and  horror  over¬ 
head  : 

Thence  iffued  fuch  a  blafi  and  hollow  roar. 
As  threaten’d  from  the  hinge  to  heave  the 
door, 

In  through  the  door  a  northern  light  there 
fhone, 

’Twas  all  it  had,  for  windows  there  were 
none. 

The  gate  of  adamant,  eternal  frame, 
Which  hew’d  by  Mars  himfelf  from  In¬ 
dian  quarries  came. 

This  fcene  of  terror  is  judicioufly 
contrafted  by  the  pieafihg  and  joy¬ 
ous  imagery  of  the  temples  of  \  e- 
nus  and  Diana.  The  figure  of  the 
q  la  ft 
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lad:  goddefs,  is  a  defign  fit  for  Guido 
to  execute* 

The  graceful  goddefs  was  array'd  in  green; 
About  her  feet  were  little  beagles  feen, 

I  hat  watch’d  with  upward  eyes  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  their  queen. 

But  above  all,  the  whole  aefcription 
of  the  entering  the  lifts,  and  or  the 
e bluing  Combat,  which  is  told  at 
length,  in  the  middle  of  the  third 
book,  is  marvelloufly  fpirited  •  and 
fo  lively,  as  to  make  us  fpecfators 
of  that  interefting  and  magnificent 
tournament.  Even  the  abfurdity  of 
feigning  ancient  heroes,  fuch  as 
Thefeus  and  Lycurgus,  prefent  at 
the  lifts  and  a  modern  combat,  is 
overwhelmed  and  obliterated  amidft 
the  blaze,  the  pomp,  and  the  pro¬ 
fit  lion  of  fuch  animated  poetry. 
Frigid  and  phlegmatic  muft  be  the 
critic,  who  could  have  leifure  duly 
-and  foberly  to  attend  to  the  anachro- 
nifm  on  fo  ftriking  an  occalion.  The 
mind  is  whirled  away  by  a  torrent 
of  rapid  imagery,  and  propriety  is 
forgot. 

“  The  tale  of  Sigifmonda  and 
Guifcardo  is  heightened  with  many 
new  and  affeifting  touches  by  Dry- 
den.  1  frail  feledl  only  the  follow¬ 
ing  picture  of  Sigifmonda,  as  it  has 
the  fame  attitude  in  which  file  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  famous  piece  of  Correg- 
gio. 

Mute,  folemn  forrow,  free  from  female 
noife, 

Such  as  the  majefty  of  grief  deflroys  : 

For  bending  o’er  the  cup,  the  tears  fhe  fned 
Seem’d  by  the  pofture  to  difcharge  her 
head, 

O’erfill’d  before  ;  and  oft  (her  mouth  ap- 
ply’d 

To  the  cold  heart)  fhe  kif&’d  at  once  and 
cry’d. 

There  is  an  incomparable  wildnefs 
in  the  vifion  of  Theodore  and  Ho¬ 
noris,  that  re  prefen  ts  the  furious 
fpedre  of  “  the  horfeman  ghcft  that 


came  thundering  for  his  prey,”  and 
of  the  gaunt  maftiffs  that  tore  the 
fides  of  the  flirieking  damfei  he  pur-* 
fued  ;  which  is  a  fubjedf  worthy  the 
pencil  of  Spagnoletti,  as  it  partakes 
of  that  favagenefs  which  is  fo  ftrik¬ 
ing  to  the  imagination.  I  fhail  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  to  point  out  only  two 
paflages,  which  relate  the  two  ap¬ 
pearances  of  this  formidable  figure  : 
and  I  place  them  la  ft,  as  I  think 
them  the  moft  lofty  of  any  part  of 
Dry  den’s  works. 

Whilft  lift’ rung  to  the  mutin’ ring  leaves 
he  flood, 

More  than  a  mile  immers’d  within  the 
wood, 

At  once  the  wind  was  laid — the  whifp’ring 
found 

Was ’dumb— a  riling  earthquake  rock’d  the 
ground  : 

With  deeper  brown  the  grove  was  over- 
fpread, 

And  his  ears  tingled,  and  his  colour  fled. 

The  fen  fattens  of  a  man  upon  the 
approach  of  fome  ftrange  and  fuper- 
natural  danger,  can  fcarcely  be  re- 
prefented  more  feelingly.  All  na¬ 
ture  is  thus  laid  to  fympathize  at  the 
fecond  appearance  of 

- - The  felon  on  his  fable  freed 

Arm’d  with  his  naked  fword  that  urg’d 
his  dogs  to  fpeed. 

Thus  it  runs  — — — — 

The  fiend's  alarm  began  ;  the  hollow 
found 

Sung  in  the  leaves,  the  foreft  (hook  around* 
Air  blacken’d,  roll’d  the  thunder,  groan’d 
the  ground. 

“But  to  conclude  this  digreffion 
on  Dry  den.  It  mult  be  owned,  that 
his  ode  on  the  power  of  mufic,  which 
is  the  chief  ornament  of  this  vo¬ 
lume,  is  the  moft  unrivalled  of  hi? 
compofitions.  By  that  ftrange  fata¬ 
lity  which  feems  to  difquality  au¬ 
thors  from  judging  of  their  own 
work?,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
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valued  this  piece,  becaufe  he  totally 
omits  it  in  the  enumeration  and  cri¬ 
tic!  fm  he  has  given,  of  the  red,  in 
his  preface  to  the  volume.  I  (hall 
add  nothing  to  what  I  have  already 
faid  on  this  fubjedt ;  but  Only  tell 
the  occasion  and  manner  of  his  writ¬ 
ing  it.  Mr.  St.  John,  afterwards 
lord  Bolingbroke,  happening  to  pay 
a  morning  viiit  to  Dry  den,  whom 
he  always  refpedted,  found  him  in 
unufual  agitation  of  fpirits,  even  to 
a  trembling*  On  enquiring  the 
caufe,  44  1  have  been  up  all  night, 
replied  the  old  bard  ;  my  mufical 
friends  made  me  promife  to  write 
them  an  ode  for  their  feafi  of  St. 
Crecilia  :  I  have  been  fo  ft  ruck  with 
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the  fubjedt  which  occurred  to  me# 
that  I  could  not  leave  it  till  I  had 
completed  it ;  here  it  is,  iinifhed  at 
one  fitting'.55  And  immediately  he 
ihewedjfim  this,  ode,  which  places 
the  Bntifh  lyric  poetry  above  that 
of  any  other  nation.  This  anec¬ 
dote,  as  true  as  it  is  curious,  was  im¬ 
parted  by  lord  Bolingbroke  to  Pope, 
by  Pope  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Weft,  by 
him  to  the  ingenious  friend  who 
communicated  it  to  me*  The  rapi¬ 
dity,  and  yet  the  perfpicuity  of  the 
thoughts,  the  glow  and  the  exp  reft 
ftvenefs  of  the  images,  thofe  certain 
marks  of  the  firft  Iketch  of  a  mailer, 
confpire  to  corroborate  the  truth  of 
the  fact,55 


On  the  juft  IDEAS  and  good  TASTE  of  POPE  and  MILTON,  with 

with  Refpedt  to  GARDENING, 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


TO  OPE  has  given  not  only  feme 
of  our  fir  ft,  but  our  beft  rules 
and  obfervations  on  architecture  and 
gardening,  blit  particularly  on  the 
latter  of  thefe  ufeful  and  entertain¬ 
ing  arts,  on  Which  he  has  dwelt 
more  largely,  and  with  rather  more 
knowledge  of  the  fubjeef.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  copied  verbatim  from  a 
little  paper  which  he  gave  to  Mr. 
Spence.  4S  Arts  are  taken  from  na¬ 
ture,  and,  after  a  thou  fan  cl  vain  ef¬ 
forts  for  improvements,  are  beft 
when  they  return  to  their  fir  ft  fim- 
plicity.  A  iketch  or  ahalyfis  of  the 
firft  principles  of  each  art,  with  their 
firft  confequences,  might  be  a  thing 
of  moft  excellent  fervice.  Thus, 
for  inftance,  all  the  rules  of  archi¬ 
tecture  might  be  reducible  to  three 
or  four  heads  ;  the  j uftnefs  of  the 
openings  ;  bearings  upon  bearings  ; 
the  regularity  of  the  pillars,  &c. 


That  which  is  not  juft  in'  buildings 
is  difagreeable  to  the  eye  (as  a  greater 
upon  a  Idler,  &c.)  and  this  may  be 
called  the  reafoning  of  the  eye.  Ill 
laying  oiit  a  garden,  the  firft  and 
chief  thing  to  be  coniidered  is  the 
genius  of  the  place.  Thus  at  Rift 
kins,  now  called  Plercy  Lodge,  lord 
*  *  *  *  fhould  have  railed  two  or 
three  mounts,  bscauie  his  fituation 
is  all  a  plain,  and  nothing  can  pleafe 
without  variety.55 

44  Mr.  Walpole,  in  his  elegant 
and  entertaining  Hiftory  of  Modem 
Gardening,  Has  clearly  proved  that 
Kent  was  the  artift  to  whom  the 
Engyifh  nation  was  chiefly  indebted 
for  diffufmg  a  t  a  fie  in  laying  out 
grounds,  ot  which  the  French  and 
Italians  have  no  idea.  But  he  adds, 
much  to  the  credit  of  Our  author, 
that  Pope  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  form  Kent’s  tafte.  1  he  de%n 
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of  the  prince  of  Wales’s  garden  at 
•Carlton-Houfe,  was  evidently  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  poet’s  at  Twicken¬ 
ham.  There  was  a  little  affedled 
modefty  in  tire  latter,  when  he  faid 
of  all  his  works  he  was  moll  proud 
of  his  garden.  And  yet  it  was  a 
lingular  effort  of  art  and  taffe  to  im- 
prefs  fo  much  variety  and  fcenery 
on  a  fpot  of  live  acres.  The  pair¬ 
ing  through  the  gloom  from  the 
grotto  to  the  opening  day,  the  re¬ 
tiring  and  again  affembling  fhades, 
the  dulky  groves,  the  larger  lawn, 
and  the  folemnity  of  the  termina¬ 
tion  at  the  cypreffes  that  lead  up  to 
his  mother’s  torhb,  are  managed 
with  exquifite  judgment  ;  and  tho’ 
lord  Peterborough  aBifted  him. 

To  form  his  quincunx  and  to  rank  his 
vines, 

thofe  were  not  the  moff  pleading 
ingredients  of  his  httle  perfpeddive. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  difpo- 
lifion  of  the  garden  at  Roufham,  laid 
out  for  general  Dormer,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  moff  engaging  of  all 
Kent’s  works,  was  not  planned  on 
the  model  of  Mr.  Pope’s,  at  leaff  in 
the  opening  and  retiring  “Ihades  of 
Venus’s  Vale.” 

44  It  ought  to  be  obferved,  that 
many  years  before  this  epiffle  was 
written,  and  before  Kent  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  improver  of  grounds, 
even  fo  early  as  the  year  1713,  Pope 
feems  to  have  been  the  very  fifft 
per  Con  that  cenfured  and  ridiculed 
the  formal,  French,  Dutch,  falfe 
and  unnatural,  mode  in  gardening, 
by  a  paper  in  the  Guardian,  Num¬ 
ber  173,  levelled  again  ft  capricious 
operations  of,  art,  and  every  fpecies 
:  of  verdant  feulpture,  and  inverted 
nature  which  paper  abounds  with 
wit  as  well  as  taffe,  and  ends  with 
a  ridiculous  catalogue  of  various 
figures  cut  in*ever-greens.  Neither 


do  I  think  that  thefe  four  lines  If! 
this  epiffle, 

HereAmphytrite  fails  thro’  myrtle  bow’rsj 
There  gladiators  fight,  or  die,  in  flowers : 
Un-water’d  fee  the  drooping  fea-horfe 
mourn, 

And  fvvallows  rooff  in  Nilus’  dufly  urn  3 

do  at  all  excel  the  following  pafTage 
in  his  Guardian  : 

44  A  citizen  is  no  fooner  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  couple  of  yews,  but  he  en¬ 
tertains  thoughts  of  erefting  them 
into  giants,  like  thofe  of  Guildhall. 

I  know  an  eminent  cook,  who  beau¬ 
tified  his  country  feat  with  a  coro¬ 
nation  dinner  in  greens,  where  you 
fee  the  champion  fiourifliinq  011 
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horfeback  at  one  end  of  the  table, 
and  the  queen  in  perpetual  youth  at  • 
the  other.” 

44  But  it  was  the  vigorous  and 
creative  imagination  of  Milton,  fu- 
perior  to  the  prejudices  of  his  times, 
that  exhibited  in  his  Eden,  the  fir  ft 
hints  and  outlines  of  what  a  beau¬ 
tiful  garden  fliotild  be  ;  for  even  his- 
beloved  Ariofto  and  Taflb,  in  their 
luxuriant  pictures  of  the  gardens  of 
Alcina  and  Armida,  fhewed  they 
were  not  free  from  the  unnatural 
and  narrow  taffe  of  their  country¬ 
men  ;  and  even  his  matter,  Spender, 
has  an  artificial  fountain  in  the  midff 
of  his  bowre  of  hlifs. 

“I  cannot  forbear  taking  cecafton 
to  remark  in  this  place,  that,  in  the 
facred  drama,  entitled,  L’Adamo, 
written  and  publiffied  at  Milan  in 
the.  year  1617,  by  Gio.  Battiffa  An¬ 
drei  ni,  a  Florentine,  which  Milton 
certainly  bad  read,  (and  of  which 
Voltaire  has  given  fo  falfe  and  fo 
i  m  per  fed!  an  account,  in  his  EBay- 
on  the  Epic  Poets)  the  prints  that 
are  to  reprefent  Paradife  are  full  of 
dipt  hedges,  lquare  parterres,  lira  it 
walks,  trees  uniformly  lopt,  regular 
knots  and  carpets  of  Bowers,  groves 
nodding  at  groves,  marble  fountains, 

and 
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and  water-works.  And  yet  thefe 
prints  were  defigned  by  Carlo  An¬ 
tonio  Proccachini,  a  celebrated 
landfchape  painter  of  his  time,  and 
of  the  fchpol  of  the  Carraches : 
many  of  thofe  works  are  hill  ad¬ 
mired  at  Milan.  To  every  fcene  of 
this  drama  is  prefixed  a  print  of  this 
artift’s  defigning.  And,  as  the  book 
is  very  curious  and  uncommon,  I 
intend  to  give  a  fpecimen  and  analv- 
fis  of  it  in  the  Appendix  to  this  vo¬ 
lume. 

It  hence  appears,  that  this  en¬ 
chanting  art  of  modern  gardening, 
in  which  this  kingdom  claims  a  pre¬ 
ference  over  every  nation  in  Europe, 
chiefly  owes  its  origin  and  its  im¬ 
provements  to  two  great  poets,  Mil- 
ton  and  Pope.  May  I  be  buffered 
to  add,  in  behalf  of  a  favourite  au¬ 
thor,  and  who  would  have  been  a 
firfl-rate  poet,  if  his  flyle  had  been 
equal  to  his  conceptions,  that  the 
Seafbns  of  Thom  fen  have  been  very 
inftrumental  in  diffuiing  a  general 
tafle  for  the  beauties  of  nature  and 
landfchape  ? 


To  build,  to  plant,  whatever  you  intend, 
To  rear  die  column,  or  the  arch  to  bend, 
To  fwell  the  terrace,  or  to  fink  the  grot ; 
In  all,  let  Nature  never  be  forgot. 

But  treat  the  goddefs  like  a  tnodeft  fair, 

IN  or  over-drefs,  nor  leave  her  wholly  bare  5 
Bet  not  each  Deauty  ev  ry  where  be  fpy’d, 
When  half  the  ikill  is  decently  to  hide. 
He  gains  all  points  who  pleafingly  con¬ 
founds, 

Surprifes,  varies,  and  conceals  the  bounds. 


The  beft  comments  that  have  ever 
been  given  on  thefe  fenfible  and  ft r ik¬ 
ing  precepts  are,  Painfhill,  Hagley, 
the  Leafovves,  Perfefield,  Wobprn, 
Stourhead,  and  Blenheim ;  all  of 
them  exquiflte  fcenes  in  different 
flyles,  and  fine  examples  of  pradlical 
poetry. 


Confult  the  Genius  of  the  place  in  all, 

That  tells  the  waters,  or  to  rife  or  fall ; 

Or  helps  th’  ambitious  hill  the  heav’ns  to 
fcale, 

Or  fcoops  in  circling  theatres  the  vale  ; 

Calls  in  the  country,  catches  op’ning- 
glades, 

Joins  willing  woods,  and  varies  fhades 
from  fhades, 

Now  breaks,  or  now  directs  th’  intending 
lines, 

Paints  as  you  plant,  and  as  you  work  dc- 
figns.” 


The  INTRODUCTION  of  POLITE  LITERATURE  into  this 
COUNTRY  not  to  be  afcribed  to  FRANCE,  but  to  ITALY. 

T,  1 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


1  jOPE  has  alfo  failed  in  afcrib- 
Jl  ing  that  introduction  of  our 
polite  literature  to  France,  which 
Horace  attributes  to  Greece  among 
the  Romans.  It  was  to  Italy,  a- 
mong  the  moderns,  that  we  owed 
our  true  tafle  in  poetry,  Spenfer 
and  Milton  imitated  the  Italians, 
and  not  the  French.  And  if  he 
had  corredinefs  in  his  view,  let  us 
remember,  that  in  point  of  regu¬ 
larity  and  corredtuefsj  the  French 


had  no  dramatic  piece  equal  to  the 
Silent  Woman  of  Ben  Johnfon, 
performed  1609,  At  which  time 
Corneille  was  but  three  years  old. 
The  rules  of  the  drama  are  as  much 
violated  in  the  C'id,  1637,  beautiful 
as  it  is,  as  in  the  Macbeth,  Lear,, 
and  Othello,  all  written  before  Cor¬ 
neille  was  born  ;  vvhofe  fir  ft  comedy, 
Melite,  which  is  now  never  added, 
was  reprefented  1625.  The  pieces 
of  the  very  fertile  Hardy  (for 
G  3  W 
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be  wrote  fix  hundred)  the  imme¬ 
diate  predepefi'or  of  Corneille,  are 
full  of  improbabilities,  indecorums, 
and  ahfurdities,  and  by  no  means 
comparable  to  Melite.  As  to  the 
corredlnefs  of  the  French  ffage,  of 
which  we  hear  fo  much,  the  rules 
of  the  three  unities  are  indeed  ri- 
goroufly  and  fcrupuloully  obferved  » 
but  the  be  ft  ot  their  tragedies, 
even  fome  of  thole  or  the  fvveet 
and  exadt  Racine,  have  defects 
of  another  kind,  and  are  what  may 
be  juflly  called,  defer iptivc  and  de¬ 
clamatory  dramas  ;  and  contain  the 
fentiments  and  reelings  of  the  au¬ 
thor  or  the  fpedlator,  rather  than 
of  the  perfon  introduced  as  fpeak- 
ing.  “  After  the  Refto  ration,  fays 
Pope  in  the  margin,  Waller,  with 
the  earl  of  Dorfet,  Mr.  Godolphin, 
and  others,  tranflaied  the  Pompey 
of  Corneille  ;  and  the  more  correct 
French  poets  began  to  be  in  repu¬ 
tation.59  But  the  model  was  unfor¬ 
tunately  and  injudicioufly  chofen  ; 
for  the  Pompey  of  Corneille  is  one 
of  his  moil  declamatory  tragedies. 
J\ nd  the  rhyme  tranilation  they  gave 
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of  it,  is  performed  pitifully  enough. 
Even  Voltaire  confelies,  that  Cor¬ 
neille  is  always  making  His  heroes 
fay  of  themfelves,  that  they  are 
great  men.  It  is  in  this  paffage  that 
Pope  fays  of  two  great  mailers  of 
yerlification  ; 

Waller  was  fmooth  ;  hut  Dry  den  taught  to 
join 

The  varying  verfe,  the  fu lbrefounding; 
line, 

The  long  majefuc  march,  and  energy 
divine. 

6i  What !  did  Milton  contribute 
nothing  to  the  harmony  and  extent 
of  our  language  ?  nothing  to  our 
national  taile,  by  his  noble  imita¬ 
tions  oi  Homer,  Virgil,  and  the 
Greek  tragedies  ?  Surely  his  verfes 

O  J 

vary,  and  refound'  as  much,  and 
difplay  as  much  m  a  jelly  and  energy, 
as  any  that  can  be  found  in  Dryden. 
And  we  will  venture  to  fay,  that  he 
that  {Indies'  Milton  attentively,  will 
gain  a  truer  tafte  for  genuine  poetry, 
than  he  that  forms  himfelf  on  French 
writers.  His  name  finely  was  not 
to  be  omitted  on  this  cccalum.” 
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[From  the  Second  Voluipe  of  Dr,  Burney’s  General  H’itory  of  Mufic.] 


H  J7  R  P  M  the  intimate  connec- 
jy  tion  and  clofe  union  of  the 
arts,  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  trace 
tpe  progrefs  of  mpfic  in  Italy  with¬ 
out  ‘{peaking  of  its  language  ;  which 
has  long  been  univerlally  allowed 
to  be  more  favourable  to  linging 
than  any  one  that  the  numerous, 
combinations  of  letters  in  all  the 
alphabets  of  modern  times  have  pro¬ 
duced.  And  if  the  French,  Pro¬ 
vencal,  and  Spani hi  dialects  can  be 
(Jefiuced  from  the  Latin,  hqw  Hindi 


more  eafy  is  it  to  trace  the  Italian 
from  that  fource  5  which  is  itfelf 
frequently  fo  near  pure  and  claffica! 
Latin,  that  no  other  change  or  ar¬ 
rangement  of  words  feems  to  have 
been  made,  than  what  contributed 
to  its  fvveet ne fs  and  facility  of  ut¬ 
terance. 

a  That  the  Italian  tongue  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  vulgar  language  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  feems  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  bell  critics  ;  but  to  dif* 
cover  and  point  out  by  wfrat  degrees 
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it  was  fmoothed  and  polifhed  to  the 
ilate  in  which  Dante,  Petrarca,  and 
Boccacio  found  it  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  would  require  more  time, 
and  occupy  more  fpace  in  this  chap¬ 
ter  than  the  fubjehl  feems  neceffarily 
to  require.  However,  as  the  Italian 
language  has  been  truly  called  by 
Metaftafio  mu  he  a  fteffa,  and  is  fo 
favourable  to  vocal  purpofes  as  •  to 
be  more  mufical  in  itfeif,  when 
merely  fpoken  with  purity,  than 
any  other  in  Europe,  an  enquiry 
into  the  caufes  of  its  mellifluence 
and  natural  melody  does  not  feem 
foreign  to  a  hifiory  of  that  art, 
which  has  been  brought  to  fuck  oer- 

,  O  JL 

fehtion  by  the  natives  of  Italy,  that 
their  refinements  are  adopted  and 
rendered  the  criterion  of  grace  and 
elegance  in  every  other  country 
where  rnufic  is  cultivated. 

44  Muratori  has  given  innumer¬ 
able  paffages  from  authors,  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  centuries,  to  prove, 
that  after  the  Franks  and  Germans 
were  fettled  in  Italy,  articles  were 
ufed  in  the  Latin  language,  in  Head 
of  pronouns  and  changes  of  ter¬ 
mination,  in  order  to  lave  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  infiehfinor  the  cafes  in  nouns  ; 
but  pretends  not  to  fay  what  this 
vulgar  language  was,  or  whether 
the  clergy  preached  to  the  common 
people,  or  merchants  carried  on 
their  corr.efpondei.ice,  in  Latin  or 
Jtalian. 

44  The  learnyd  Maffei  allows  the 
Provencal,  French,  Spanlfh,  and 
Italian  languages  to  be  dpfeendants 
from  the  Latin,  but  denies  that  the 
'ancient  inhabitants  of  Italy  adopted 
any  words  from  the  Goths  or  Huns 
who  invaded  them.  '1  he  genius  of 
the  German,  Francic,  or  Teutonic 
language,  which  was  fpoken  by  the 
Lombards,  was  fo  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  that  of  the  Italians,  that 
it  feems  incredible  there  fhould  have 
been  any  exchange  nr  union  of  dia? 


leifs  between  them  :  the  one  being 
as  remarkable  for  its  numerous  con- 
fonants  and  harfn  termination,  as  the 
other  for  its  open  vowels  and  melli¬ 
fluous  endings.  As  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  profound  critic  that  the  Ro¬ 
mans  had  always  a  vulgar  dialed!, 
Ids  grammatical  and  elegant  than 
that  of  the  fenate  and  of  books,  he 
fuppofes  the  French,  Spanilh,  and 
Italian  languages  to  have  been  dif¬ 
ferent  modifications  of  this  rufiic, 
plebeian  dialed!.  But  it  is  as  diffi¬ 
cult  to  afiign  a  reafon  for  all  thefe 
daughters  of  one  common  mother 
being  ijydiflirnilar,  as  it  Is  to  account 
for  the  little  refemblance  that  is  fre¬ 
quently  found  between  other  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  parents.  And  why 
the  French  language  fhould  have  fo 
many  nafai  endings  •  the  Spa  nidi 
fo  many  fibillating,  and  the  Italian 
alone  have  none  but  vocal  termina¬ 
tions  can  only  have  been  occafloned 
by  fome  particular  and  radical  ten¬ 
dency  fn  the  vulgar  and  plebeian 
language  of  each  country,  from  very 
high  antiquity. 

4-4  The  Romans  had  two  words 
for  moft  purpofes,  the  one  elegant 
and  ufed  by  writers  and  perfons  of 
education,  and  the  other  vulgar  and 
common.  The  word  caput,  for  in¬ 
fiance,  was  an  elevated  ex  predion  for 
the  head,  and  tefia,  ufed  by  Aufo- 
nius,  an  ignoble  expreffion  for  the 
fame  thing.  Os,  the  mouth,  ac-r 
cording  to  Plautus  and  Juvenal,  was 
called  bucca  by  the  common  people  ; 
whence  the  word  bocca  in  Italian. 
Rquus,  a  horfe,  according  to  Horace 
and  Perfeus,  was  called  caballus  and 
cabaliipus  by  the  plebeians,  which 
the  Italians  have  foftened  into  ca- 
vallo.  The  learned  author  has  col- 
le£!’ed  a  great  number  of  proofs  in 
confirmation  of  his  opinion  that  the 
Romans  had  at  all  times  two  lan¬ 
guages  ;  the  one  elegant,  gramma¬ 
tical,  and  ufed  by  the  patricians  and 
G  4  the 
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the  learned  ;  and  the  other  mean, 
vulgar,  inaccurate,  and  ufed  only 
by  the  plebeians.  That  this  vulgar 
language  was  more  the  parent  of 
the  Provencal,  French,  Spanish,  and 
Italian  languages  than  pure  Latin, 
appears  by  the  examples  he  has  fur- 
nifhcd  ;  but  the  Italian  was  not  on!yx 
derived  from  the  trivial  and  vulgar 
words  in  the  Latin  language,  but 
from  grammatical  folecifms  and  po¬ 
pular  inaccuracies  of  pronunciation. 
3t  is  not  to  be  imagine  1  that  the 
common  people  of  Rome,  at  any 
period,  fpoke  Inch  correct  and  ele¬ 
gant  language  as  their  beft  authors 
have  left  us  in  their  writings.^  Ever 
eager' to  convey  their  meaning,  and 
to  arrive  at  the  true  end  of  Ipeeeh 
by  the  fhorteft  road,  they  hate  the 
trouble  oi  polyfyllables,  and  have 
a  natural  propenfity  to  abbreviate 
them.  Of  this  the  Marquis  Maffei 
has  likevvife  furniflied  innumerable 
examples  in  the  Latin  tongue,  of 
y ;  ry  high  antiquity.  As  fits  for  Ji 
mis  ;  ain  for  aifne  ;  fire  nipfie  for  [uni¬ 
t's  re  ipfia  ;  and  cauneas  for  came  ne 
eas.  But  difions  of  confonants  were 
ilill  more  frequent :  as  per  hoc  was 
ibfrened  into  pero,  fic  into  ji ;  and 
by  the  omiih  n  of  the  m  final  in  the 
accufative  cafe  lingular  of  nouns,  as 
am  ore  for  amor  an ,  fama  for  f am  art * 
&c.  innumerable  words  in  the  Latin 
language  infcnfibly  became  Italian  ; 
and  as  it  was  irripoffiple  lor  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  ignorant  of  grammar, 
to  know  all  the  necefiary  inflexions 
of  nouns',  it  was  natural  for  them  to 
take  greater  liberties  with  the  accu- 
larive  and  ablative  cafes  than  any 
other,  and  it  is  from  thefe  two  cafes 
that  the  genius  of  the  Italian  Ian- 
tniagc  is  chiefly  derived. 

<3  o  J  i 

44  The  learned  mare  ms  goes 
through  all  the  cafes  of  nouns  and 

'O  • 

tenles  of  verbs ;  il'.ews  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  adverbs,  and  the  mutation 
of  letters,  in  order  to  remove  harfh- 


nefs  and  facilitate  utterance.  An4 
it  appears  that  the  Roman  foldiers 
and  common  people,  totally  loft  the 
terminations  uni ,  ur,  and  us,  which 
rendered  the  article  neeeffary  to  ai- 
ftinguifli  cafes,  numbers,  and  per- 
fons,  as  well  as  auxiliary  verbs.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  Muratori,  that 
thefe  changes  and  corruptions  were 
occafioned  by  the  barbarians  who 
invaded  Italy  ;  but  both"  Maffei  and 
Severino  have  proved  that  the  Ro¬ 
mans  had  introduced  them  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Goths,  Franks,  or  Vandals 
had  invaded  them. 

44  This  language  continued  long 
to  partake  of  its  barbarous  origin,  re¬ 
maining  rude,  unformed,  and  with¬ 
out  rules,  as  long  as  the  ufe  of  Latin 
was  preferred  in  courts  of  juftice, 
public  aids,  and  polite  converfation  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  twelfth  cen¬ 
tury  that  the  Mufes  honoured  the. 
vulgar  language  of  Italy  fo  far  as 
to  admit  it  into  their  concerts. 

44  The  fuperiority  of  the  Tufcan 
dialed!  over  all  the  others  of  Italy  is 
aferibed  by  Gravina  to  the  ancient- 
democratic  form  of  government  at 
Florence,  which,  before  the  Medici 
family  had  ufurped  the  fovereignty. 
furniflied  the  citizens  with  frequent 
opportunities  of  fpeaking  in  public, 
and  encouragement  for  polifliing 
their  language  44  in  order  to  bring 
the  people  over  to  their  opinions, 
by  the  fweetnefs  of  their  elo¬ 
quence.5’ 

44  That  every  language  of  a 
learned  and  commercial  people  is, 
greatly  changed  in  the  couife  of  a 
few  centuries,  is  well  known.  Ho¬ 
race  complains  of  the  vvant  of  per¬ 
manence  in  that  of.  the  Romans  j 
Quintilian  tells  us  that  in  his  time 
fcarcely  any  of  the  ancient  language 
was  left;  and  in  the  time  of  J ulti¬ 
ma  n  new  inflexions  and  modes  of 
fpeech,  neglect  of  fyntax,  abbrevi¬ 
ations,  and  vulgar  b.arbarifms,  were 

leading 
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leading  to  a  new  language.  But  like 
the  provincial  dialects  of  mod  coun¬ 
tries,  this  language  was  many  ages 
merely  colloquial,  and  never  ad¬ 
mitted  into  books, 

44  It  was  the  faffiion  for  the 
learned  to  write  their  familiar  let¬ 
ters  in  Latin,  even  to  women,  fo 
late  as  the  time  of  Petrarca,  when 
it  was.  flill  cudomary  to  preach  in 
that  language  ;  but  preaching  was 
then  lefs  frequent  than  at  prelent. 
Even  fo  late  as  the  year  1  50°,  the 
bifhops  and  dignified  clergy,  after 
preaching  in  Latin  to  a  feledt  con¬ 
gregation  of  well  educated  perlons, 
had  their  fermons  repeated  the,  next 
day  to  the  common  people  by  the 
friars  in  the  vulgar  tongue.  The 
fermons  or  theie  early  periods,  by 
Sr.  Francis,  St.  Anthony  of  Padua, 
Bernardino  da  Siena,  and  many  o- 
thers  that  have  been  preferved,  are 
all  in  Latin.  But  it  is  a  curious 
circumftance,  that  after  this  period 
many  fermons  are  found  in  half 
Latin  and  half  Italian ;  for  the 
preachers,  accommodating  them- 
felves  by  degrees  to  the  vulgar,  a- 
voided  the  trouble  or  a  regular 
tranllation,  by  interbning  the  Latin 
with  fragments  ol  Italian.  But  this 
is  dill  lefs  extraordinary  than  the 
barbarifm  of  our  Epgliffi  fermons, 
which  not  many  years  ago  were  al- 
raod  half  Latin.  An  Italian  con¬ 
gregation,  from  the  affinity  of  the 
two  languages,  was  likely  to  under- 
Rand  a  confiderable  part  of  what 
was  uttered  ip  Latin,  which  was 
not  the  cafe  with  the  Englifh.  The 
fermons  of  the  famous  Jeremy  Tay¬ 
lor,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Fil'd, 
are  crowded  with  Greek  in  every 
page. 

44  When  Dante  wrote  hi§  Vita 
Nuova,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  he.  laid  that  the 
Italian  language  had  not  fubdded 
^nore  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 


years ;  and  that  it  wras  at  firft  ufed 
by  feme  poet  for  the  fake  of  his 
midrefs,  by  whom  the  verfes  ad- 
d reded  to  her  in  Latin  began  to  be 
underdood  with  great  difficulty.” 

44  And  Muratori  furniffies  a  fpe- 
eimen  ot  Italian  rhymes  from  the 
Mofaic  in  the  cathedral  of  Ferrara, 
fo  early  as  1135. 

11  mile  cento  trempta  cinque  nato 
Fo  quejlo  tempio  a  Zorzi  confccrato , 

Fo  Nicolao  ocolptore , 

-E  Glielmo  fo  VAutorc, 

^  Corticelli  in  his  Eloquenza  Tof- 
cana  afferts,  that  44  in  Italy,  lyric 
verfes  preceded  all  other  poetry  % 
and  fo  general  is  the  love  for  this 
fpeci.es  of  verftfication,  that  there  is 
no  nation,  however  barbarous,  with- 
out  it.”  And  this  author  imagined 
that  lyric  poetry  had  its  rife  in  TuR 
cany  about  the  year  1 184,  upon  the 
following  occadon :  the  emperor  Fre¬ 
deric  Barba ro fia  being  hunting  in 
Mugello,  a  delightful  country  of 
Tufcany,  and  a  dag  paffing  preci¬ 
pitately  by  him,  Ubaldino  Ubaldini, 
a  valiant  Florentine  knight,  feized 
him  by  the  horns,  and  held  him 
while  the  emperor  flew  him  \  for 
which  bold  and  dexterous  fervicc 
the  emperor  gave  him  the  dag’s 
head,  with  a  permiffion  to  affiume  it 
in  his  family  arms.  Ubaldino  com- 
pofed  an  infeription  to  commemo¬ 
rate  this  event,  which  is  dill  to  be. 
feen  engraved  on  marble  at  Florence, 
and  though  written  like  profe,  it 
confilta  of  ffiort  verfes,  in  rhyme, 
with  a  mixture  of  Latin  words  ;  and 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  at¬ 
tempt  at  lyric  poetry  in  Tufcany 
but  he  believes  that  the  firft  fongs 
in  modern  languages  were  written 
in  Sicily  :  whence  the  art  pafled  in¬ 
to  Provence  among  the  Trouba- 
dours,  of  whom  the  Italians  learn¬ 
ed  it  a,boin  the  thirteenth  century. 

44  Few 
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Few  ether  vefhges  of  poetry 
are  to  be  found  before  the  year 
1200.  Rhymes  written  upon  the 
TubjeCt  of  love,  by  the  emperor  Fre¬ 
deric  the  Second,  who  was  born  in 
1194,  are  among  the  moil  ancient 
that  have  been  preferred. 

“  Though  the  French  began  to 
write  in  their  own  dialed!  much 
fooner  than  the  Italians,  yet  their 
language  was  brought  to  no  perfec¬ 
tion  before  the  laid  century  ;  but 
the  writings  of  the  Italians,  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  are  {till  regard¬ 
ed  as  models  of  perfection,  with  re- 
fpect  to  diction  and  conftr action. 

“  According  to  Crefcimbeni,  the 
Italian  written  language  was  not 
wholly  formed  till  the  thirteenth 
century,  though  it  was  colloquially 
'-ufed  much  earlier.  Many  verfes 
and  memorials  Fill  remain  of  the 
Italian  tongue  during  this  period. 
But  the  Sicilians,  fays  the  fame 
writer,  were  the  firll  who  committed 
to  paper  verfes  in  Italian,  whole 
luce efs  excited  other  poets  in  Italy, 
eipecially  the  Tufcans,  to  imitate 
them  ;  and  Petrarca  was  in  doubt 
whether  the  Sicilians  imitated  the 
Provencals,  or  the  Provencals  the 
Sicilians  in  their  poetical  compofi- 
tions.  But  as  both  thefe  countries 
were  long  under  the  fame  fove- 


reigns,  the  inhabitants  would  natu* 
rally  cultivate  and  encourage  the 
fame  arts  and  language.  If  the  Si¬ 
cilians  were  the  firit  poets  in  a  vulgar 
tongue,  they  were  at  lead  very  neg¬ 
ligent  in  preferving  fulficient  exam¬ 
ples  of  their  ancient  poetry  to  aider- 
tain  its  title  to  priority'.  Indeed 
Muratori  fays,  that  the  mod  ancient 
fonnets  in  the  Italian  language  were 
written  by  the  Sicilians ;  but  he 
neither  gives  fpecimens,  nor  names 
the  authors  of  them. 

“  Crefcimbeni,  however,  con** 
feffes,  as  Bembo,  Redi,  and  many 
Italian  writers  of  eminence  had  done 
before,  that  the  Provencals  were  re¬ 
garded  by  his  countrymen  as  the 
fathers  of  their  poetry ;  and  that 
Dante,  Cino  da  Piftoia,  Guido  Ca- 
valcante,  Petrarca,  and  Boccaccio, 
allowed  them  to  have  formed  their 
own  language,  and  produced  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  poems,  long  before 
the  Italians  could  boaft  of  either., 
Indeed  by  a  comparifon  of  the  molt 
ancient  Italian  poems  now  fubfifting 
with  thofe  of  Provence,  it  appears 
that  they  imitated  the  forms  and 
itrudlure  of  the  poetical  compontions 
of  the  ancient  Troubadours,  who 
furnithed  them  likewife  with  their 
poetical  terms  of  art  which  are  thp 
fame  in  both  languages,” 
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[From  the  laid  improved  Edition  of  Mr.  Knox’s  Efiays,  Moral  and 
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<l  Poefy  •  thou  lovelieft 

objedl  of  intellectual  purluit. 
—But  1  am  running  into  a  rhapfo- 
dy,  when  l  intended  only  a  difierta- 
tion.  it  is,  indeed,  difficult  not  to 
be  traufported  beyond  the  limits  of 
bool  criticilm,  in  contemplating  the 


beauties  which  the  magic  hand  of 
the  poet  raifes  around,  with  all  the 
creative  power  of  a  real  enchant¬ 
ment.  From  the  cares  of  gain,  the 
toils  of  ambition,  the  noife,  the 
huYry,  the  vexation  of  a  difordered 
world,  we  rife  on  the  wings  of  poefy 
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to  ethereal  regions,  where  all  is  fub- 
]ime  and  tranquil ;  or  are  wafted  to 
via  on  ary  fcenes,  in  which  are  dll- 
played  all  the  delicious  fweets  of  a 
paradife  and  an  elylium.  Away,  ye 
fordid  objects  ;  ye  pollutions  and  in¬ 
cumbrances  of  the  pure  fpirit !  Man 
is  not  tied  down  to  you.  Provi¬ 
dence,  in  compalTion  to  wretched 
mortals,  has  given  them  a  power  of 
foriaking  this,  low  orb,  and  foaring* 
awhile,  all  mind,  all  fpirit,  all  ex- 
tafy,  in  the  car  of  the  Ryan,  on  the 
wings  of  the  eagle. 

4  6  Reafon  alone,  with  all  her  p re- 
ten  ho  ns,  is  feldom  fufficientto  foothe 
our  cares,  and  cornpofe  our  paffions  ; 
but  melody  and  fancy  united  with 
her,  are  capable  of  pouring  balm 
into  the  wounded  heart.  In  all  na* 
tions,  and  in  all  ranks  of  the  people, 
fome  fpecics  of  poetry  has  been  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  and  a  tafte  for  it  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  implanted  in  our  nature, 
that  the  fore  evils  of  reality  might 
often  be  alleviated  by  the  fweets  of 
ijCtion,  When  Pandora’s  box  was 
opened  on  mankind,  and  mifery  dif- 
fu fed  on  every  fide,  fancy  as  well  as 
hope,  kindly  lingered  for  our  con- 
l’olation. 

4 4  While  we  are  tracing  the  love 
of  fong  from  the  favoured  idles  of 
the  Southern  Ocean  to  the  regions 
of  Iceland,  we  are  naturally  tempted 
to  dwell,  with  particular  attention, 
on  the  poetical  tafte  of  our  own 
country,  and  our  own  times. 

44  I  think  it  is  not  difficult  to  per¬ 
ceive,  that  the  admirers  of  Englifh 
poetry  are  divided  into  two  par¬ 
ties.  The  objects  of  their  love  are, 
perhaps,  of  equal  beauty,  though 
they  greatly  differ  in  their  air, 
their  drefs,  the  turn  of  their  fea¬ 
tures,  and  their  complexion.  On 
one  fide  are  the  lovers  and  imitators 
of  Spenfer  and  Milton  ;  and  on  the 
other,  thofe  of  Dryden?  Boileau, 
gnd  Pope. 


[io-I 

44  Now  it  happens,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  that  thole  who  are  in  love  with 
one  of  thefe  forms,  are,  fometimes, 
fo  blind  to  the  charms  of  the  other, 
as  to  difpute  their  exiftence.  The 
author  of  the  Eftay  on  Pope,  who  is 
himfelf  a  very  agreeable  poet,  and 
of  what  I  call  the  old  fchool  of 
Englifh  poetry,  feems  to  deny  the 
juftice  of  Mr.  Pope’s  claim  to  the 
title  of  a  true  poet,  and  to  appro¬ 
priate  to  him  the  fubordinate  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  fatyrical  verfifier.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  authors  of  the 
Traveller,  and  of  the  Lives  of  the 
Englifh  poets,  hefttate  not  to  ftrlp 
the  laurels  from  the  brow  of  the 
Lyric  Gray. 

44  Goidfmitb,  in  his  Life  of  Par¬ 
nell,  has  invidioufly  compared  the 
Night  Piece  on  Death  to  Gray’s 
Elegy  ;  and  in  a  manner,  which  be¬ 
trays  a  little  jealoufy  of  a  living 
poet’s  fame,  given  the  preference  to 
Parnell,  There  is  alfo  a  little  cen- 
fure  thrown  on  the  elegy,  in  a  col¬ 
lection  which  Goldfmith  publiflied 
under  the  title  of  the  Beauties  of 
Englifh  poetry.  I  remember  to  have 
heard  Goldfmith  converfe,  when  I 
was  very  young,  on  feveral  fubjeds 
of  literature,  and  make  fome  oblique 
and  fevere  reflections  011  the  fafhion-- 
able  poetry.  I  became  a  convert  to 
his  opinion,  hecaufe  I  revered  his 
authority.  I  took  up  the  odes  of 
Gray  with  unfavourable  prepoffef- 
fions,  and  in  writing  my  remarks  on 
them,  joined  in  the  cenfure.  I  have 
fince  read  them  with  great  delight, 
and  on  comparing  their  ftyle,  and 
even  their  obfcurity,  with  many  of 
the  fineft  pieces  of  lyric  compofition 
in  all  antiquity,  I  find  a  very  great 
refernblance.  I  am  not  afhamed  to 
retraCt  my  former  opinion,  and  to 
pay  the  tribute  of  applaule  to  thofe 
elegant  friends,  Gray  and  Mafon. 
At  the  fame  time,  while  it  is  eafy  to 
difcern  that  they  differ  greatly  from 

the 
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flie  fchool  of  Dryden  and  Pope,  it 
is  no  derogation  from  their  merit  to 
ali'ert,  that  they  are  the  genuine  dif- 
ciples  of  Spenfer  and  Milton.  Such 
alfo  are  the  very  elegant  and  learned 
brothers,  one  of  whom  prefixes, 
with  fo  much  honour,  over  the 
fchool  at  Winchefter,  and  the  other 
has  written  an  elegant  and  elaborate 
hiftory  of  that  Englifh  poetry  in 
which  himfelf  excels. 

44  Goldfmith’s  Traveller  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  beautiful  poem,  and  fo  are 
Dr.  Johnfon’s  Imitations  of  Juvenal ; 
but  they,  and  a  thoufand  others  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  are  of  a  different 
if  amp  from  the  Englifh  antique. 
They  are  excellent  productions  in 
one  kind,  but  not  lefs  fo  are  thofe 
of  Gray  and  Mafon  in  another.  Let 
both  fcliools  flourifli  and  receive 
theirj  due  applaufe,  nor  let  thofe 
who  have  only  acquired  a  tadefor 
one,  treat  the  other  with  contempt. 
Spenfer  and  Milton  drew  not  from 
a  Gothic  model,  but  from  the  po- 
lifhed  Italians,  who,  though  they 
had  lofl  fome  of  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  ancient  Rome,  yet  retain¬ 
ed  much  of  her  elegance.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  his  poetical  ta¬ 
lents  are  confined,  who  has  not  oh- 
ferved  with  delight,  the  fweet  lines, 
the  fweet  language  of  Spenfer  ;  and 
who  has  not  been  alfo  charmed  with 
the  {mailer  pieces  of  Milton.  All 
tafles,  however  various,  allow  Shak- 
ipeare’s  claim  to  poetry  ;  but  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied,  that  fome  of  his  bed 
defenpdons,  and  efpecially  thofe  de¬ 
licious  morfels  which  occur  in  the 
form  of  fongs  or  fonnets,  partake 
much  more  of  the  ancient  than  of 
the  modern  fchool,  either  Englifh 
or  French  ;  for  we  mav  call  it  Ena- 
lifh,  if  we  attribute  its  origin  to 
Pope,  and  French,  if  to  Soileau,, 

44  There  fee  ms  to  be  an  unreafon- 
ahle  prejudice  entertained  againd 
blank  yerfe,  by  thofe  who  wifh  fo 


didate  on  the  fubjed  of  criticifm, 
Ic  is  fufficient,  in  the  idea  of  many, 
to  condemn  a  poem  that  is  written, 
in  blank  verfe.  Though  one  may 
prefer  rhyme  upon  the  whole  ;  yet, 
as  blank  verfe  is  fufceptible  of  great 
variety  of  mufic,  and  of  every  or¬ 
nament  of  didtion,  it  is  finely  ab- 
furd  to  involve  it  in  any  general 
cenfure.  It  may,  however,  be  at- 
tributed  to  this  idle  prepofTeffion, 
that  Mr.  Mafon’s  Englifh  Garden 
fee  ms  to  be  negleded.  There  is, 
indeed,  a  general  prejudice  againd 
all  vvoiks  which  appear  to  come  from 
that  fchool,  and  the  very  fevere  cri- 
ticifms  of  the  late  biographical  pre¬ 
face  to  the  works  of  Gray,  will,  per¬ 
haps,  contribute  to  explode  a  mod 
delightful  dyle  of  pure  poetry ;  of 
poetry,  converfant  folely  in  the  re¬ 
gions  of  fancy,  and  clothed  in  a  lu¬ 
minous  and  mu  deal  didion,  appro¬ 
priated  to  itfelf,  and  mod  remote 
from  all  that  is  profaic.  Very  high 
commendations  are  due  to  Mr.  An- 
dey,  to  the  author  of  a  poetical  epif- 
tle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  to  Mr. 
Hay  ley,  and  to  feveral  others  who 
are  well  known  to  fame  for  their 
fuccefsful  labours  in  the  fchool  of 
Pope  ;  but,  at  lead,  an  equal  {hare 
of  praife  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
fcholars  of  Milton  and  Spenfer;  — 
fuch  as  Mr.  Mafon,  and  the  two 
poetical  brothers.  With  refpedl  to 
Gray,  he  has  received  his  tribute  of 
applaufe  from  a  difeerning  public, 
and  has  certainly  deferred  it.  The 
heart  and  the  imagination  have 
given  it  him  ;  and  they  who  can 
fee  no  beauty  in  his  verfe,  may  pro¬ 
bably  iucceed  in  writing  a  lampoon  ; 
but  would  probably  fail  far  diort  of 
the  poet  whom  they  cenfure,  in 
lyric  and  elegiac  poetry. 

44  None  can  entertain  a  higher 

o 

veneration  for  our  late  Prefatory 
Biographer  of  the  poets  than  myfelf, 
and  I  was  therefore  greatly  concern^ 
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ed  to  fee  him  expo  fed  to  cenfure  by 
an  uncandid,  not  to  fay  injudicious, 
piece  of  criticifm  on  the  poems  of 
Gray.  He  indeed  allows  the  merit 
of  the  elegy,  but  examines  and  cen¬ 
fure  s  the  odes  with  every  appearance 
of  wanton  malignity.  Who  but  muff 
lament  that  the  folid  critic  and 
moralift  fliould  have  been  fo  much 
under  the  influence  of  envy  and  jea- 
loufy,  as  to  treat  the  fame  of  his  co- 
temporary,  the  illuftrious  Gray,  with 
lingular  harflmefs,  in  a  work  which 
contains  very  candid  accounts  of  a 
Sprat  and  a  Yalden,  a  Duke  and  a 
Broome,  and  of  others,  with  whom, 
if  Gray  is  compared,  he  will  appear, 
as  Shakfpeare  fays,  like  Hyperion 
to  a  Satyr. 

44  The  late  collediion  of  poets 
has  reftored  to  temporary  life  many 
a  iickly  and  dying  poet,  who  was 
hallening  to  his  proper  place,  the 
tomb  of  oblivion.  Why  was  any 
more  paper  walled  on  Dorfet,  Hali¬ 
fax,  Stepney,  Waldi,  and  Black- 
more  ?  How  can  a  work  pretend  to 
the  comprehenlive  title  of  the  Body 
©f  Englifh  Poetry,  in  which  the 
works  of  Spenfer  and  Shakfpeare 
are  omitted,  to  make  room  for  fuch 
writers  as  King  cr  Ambrole  philips  ? 


The  writer  of  the  prefaces  is,  in¬ 
deed,  fufhciently  willing  to  throw 
the  blame  from  himfelf  on  the  com¬ 
pilers,  whom  he  was  not  permitted, 
or  did  not  endeavour  to  eontroul. 
A  feledtion,  formed  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  true  tafie,  would  have  an- 
fwered  the  two  great  ends  of  the 
publication  which  it  has  now  fr ni¬ 
trated;  it  would  have  amply  paid 
the  bookfellers,  and  refiefted  honour- 
on  Englifh  literature.  Then  fheuld 
we  have  feen,  in  the  place  of  Rof- 
common  and  Rochefler,  Pomfret  and 
Fenton,  the  works  of  Goldfmith,  of 
Glover,  of  Mafon,  of  Aikin,  of 
Carter,  of  Beattie,  of  the  Wartons, 
of  Anftey,  and  of  many  others,  who 
would  fhine  among  the  Hughes’s, 
Pitts,  and  Savages,  like  the  moon 
among  the  diminifhed  conflellations. 

44  Upon  the  many  and  excellent 
living  writers  of  poetry,  we  may' 
obferve,  that  though  the  diftrefsfui 
times  of  war  and  political  animofity 
are  unfavourable  to  the  gentle  arts 
of  verfe  ;  yet  the  active  and  pol idl¬ 
ed  genius  of  this  nation  feems  capa¬ 
ble  of  furmounting  all  obftacfes  in 
letters,  as  its  manly  fpirit  has  ulti¬ 
mately  borne  all  before  it  in  the  un¬ 
happy  contefls  of  war.” 


On  the  POEMS  attributed  to  R  O  W  L  E  lh 
[From  the  Same  Work.] 


a  rr^HERE  are  many  truths 
JL  which  we  firmly  believe, 
though  we  are  unable  to  refute  every 
argument  which  the  extreme  fubtil- 
ty  of  refined  learning  may  advance 
to  invalidate  them.  When  I  read 
the  refearches  of  thofe  learned  an¬ 
tiquaries  who  have  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  poems  attributed  to 


Rowley  were  really  written  by  him, 
I  obferve  .many  ingenious  remarks- 
in  confirmation  of  their  opinion, 
which  it  would  be  tedious,  if  hob 
difficult,  to  controvert.  But  I  no 
fooner  turn  to  the  poems,  than  the 
labours  of  the  antiquaries  appeal- 
only  a  wade  of  time  and  ingenuity, 
and  I  am  involuntarily  forced  to 

join 
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ioin  ill  placing  that  laurel,  which 
Jhc  feems  fo  well  to  have  defer  ved, 
on  the  brow  of  Chatterton. 

u  The  poems  bear  fo  many  marks 
of  fuperior  genius,  that  they  have 
defervedlv  excited  the  general  atteti- 

^  (i 

tion  of  polite  fcholars,  and  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  moil  remarkable  pro¬ 
ductions  in  modern  poetry.  We 
have  many  inlfances  of  poetical  emi¬ 
nence  at  an  early  age  ;  but  neither 
Cowley,  Milton,  nor  Pope,  ever 
produced  any  thing,  while  they  were 
boys,  which  can  juftly  be  compared 
to  the  poems  of  Chatterton.  The 
learned  antiquaries  do  not  indeed 
difpute  their  excellence.  They  ex¬ 
tol  it  in  the  high  eft  terms  of  ap- 
plaufe.  They  raife  their  favourite 
"Rowley  to  a  rivalry  with  Homer; 
but  they  make  the  very  merit  of  the 
works  an  argument  againft  the  real 
author.  It  is  impofiible,  fay  they, 
that  a  boy  could  produce  compo- 
-fitrons  fo  beautiful  and  fo  mafterly. 
That  a  common  boy  fhould  produce 
them  is  not  pofiible  ;  but  that  they 
■fhould  be  produced  by  a  boy  of  ail 
extraordinary  genius,  fuch  a  genius 
as  is  that  of  Homer  and  Shak- 
fpeare;  fuch  a  genius  as  appears  not 
above  once  in  many  centuries  ; 
though  a  prodigy,  is  fuch  an  one 
as  by  no  means  exceeds  the  bounds 
of  rational  credibility. 

u  That  Chatterton  was  fuch  a 
genius,  his  manners  and  his  life  in 
feme  degree  evince.  He  had  all  the 
tremulous  fenfibility  of  genius,  all 
its  eccentricities,  all  its  pride,  and 
all  its  fpirit.  Even  his  death,  un¬ 
fortunate  and  wicked  a-s  it  was,  dis¬ 
played  a  magnitude  of  foul,  which 
urged  him  to  fpurn  a  world,  where 
even  his  exalted  genius  could  not 
vindicate  him  from  contempt,  indi¬ 
gence,  and  contumely. 

u  Againft  the  opinion  of  his  fu- 
periority  of  genius,  the  miicellanies 
which  he  publiflied  in  a  periodical 


pamphlet,  are  triumphantly  prd* 
duced.  But  what  proof  is  there, 
that  all  which  are  attributed  to  hini 
were  really  his  own  ?  They  are  col-* 
fefted  after  his  death  ;  collected,  I 
fuppofe,  by  coirj eft u re,  and  publi di¬ 
ed  m  a  feparate  volume,  with  all  the 
typographical  errata  of  the  hafty 
pamphlets  from  which  they  are  re¬ 
printed.  But  in  many  of  the  pieces 
Which  were  confeffedly  written  by 
hiili,  there  are  marks  of  genius,  not 
indeed  equal  to  thofe  of  the  coun¬ 
terfeit  Rowley,  but  fuch  as  prove, 
that  the  boy  who  wrote  them  could 
write  better.  In  compoflng  the  an¬ 
cient  poems,  all  his  attention  had 
been  exerted.  It  was  the  firft,  and 
feems  to  have  been  the  greateft,  ob- 
jeft  of  his  life,  to  raife  himfelf  tO 
future  eminence  by  the  inftrument- 
ality  of  a  fictitious  poet  of  a  former 
age.  Nights,  if  not  days,  were  de¬ 
voted  to  the  work ;  for  we  have  it 
on  record,  that  he  ufed  to  fit  awake 
in  his  chamber  during  the  filence  of 
midnight.  But  the  little  compo¬ 
sitions  which  he  wrote  for  the  ma¬ 
gazines,  were  either  written  in  a 
carclefs  mood,  when  he  relaxed  his 
mind  from  his  grand  work,  or  in  a 
moment  of  diftrefs,  when  an  extem¬ 
porary  efiay  or  copy  of  verfes  was 
n  ocellar  y  to  procure  him  a  half¬ 
penny  roll  and  a  draught  of  fmali 
beef.  When  he  found  that  the  edi¬ 
tors  were  more  defirous  of  quantity 
than  quality*  and  amidft  the  nume* 
rous  volunteers  in  their  fervice* 
feemed  backward  to  engage  with 
one  who  wanted  a  ftipend,  he  fore* 
law  that  even  the  little  which  nature 
wanted  would  not  be  fupplied  — He 
law,  and  refigned  his  indignant 
fpirit. 

“  Unfortunate  boy  !  fiiort  and 
evil  were  thy  days,  but  thy  fame 
fiiall  be  immortal.  Hadft  thou  been 
known  to  the  munificent  patrons  of 
genius — But  waft  thou  not  known 

to 


ON  THE ‘POEMS  ATTRIBUTED  TO  ROWLEY,  [ml 


to  one  ?  It  fame  report  thy  treat¬ 
ment  truly,  it  was  not  kind  of  thee, 
Horatio  $  it  was  not  like  thyfelf*  for 
thou  art  gentle  in  thy  nature.  Waft 
thou  not  conlidered  as  the  oracle  of 
tafte,  the  inveftigator  ot  all  that  is 
curious  in  arts  and  literature?  —  It 
was  then,  at  la  if,  thy  only  pride  and 
pleafure  to  bring  to  light  a  catalogue 
of  royal  and  noble  authors. — What 
i'sadft  thou  to  do  with  reptiles  ?  with 
■a  poor,  friendlefs,  and  obfcure  cha¬ 
rity-boy  ?  Befidcs,  exclaims  Horatio, 
it  was  a  forgery, — a  horrid,  a  vile 
forgery — Importers  are  not  to  be 
encouraged. —  But  let  us  afk  thee, 
.Didft  not  thou  put  a  falfe  name  to 
thy  own  romance,-— to  thy  own  poor 
production,  for  fuch  it  is  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  fublime  excellence 
of  Chatterton  ?  If,  indeed,  thy  neg¬ 
lect  of  the  poor  boy  arofe  from 

miftake  or  inadvertency,  and  I  think 

.  * 

it  might,  the  generous  public  freely 
forgives  thee;— but  if  from  pride 
and  infolence,  the  prefect  and  all 
future  times  will  probably  refent  an 
©million,  which  haftened  one  of  the. 
greateft  genuifes  which  England 
ever  knew,  at  the  age  of  a  boy,  to 
that  bourne  from  which  no  traveller 
returns, 

44  Unfortunate  boy  !  poorly  waft 
thou  accommodated  during  thy  fhort 
fojourning  among  us  rudely  waft 
thou  treated, — foiyly  did  thy  feeling 
foul  fuller  from  the  fcorn  of  the 
unworthy  ;  and  there  are,  at  la  ft, 
thofe  who  wifti  to  rob  thee  of  thy 
only  meed,  thy  pofthumous  glory. 
Severe  too,  are  the  cenfures  of  thy 
morals.  In  the  gloomy  moments  of 
defpondency,  I  fear  thou  haft  uttered 
Impious  and  blafphemous  thoughts, 
which  none  can  defend,  and  which 
neither  thy  youth,  nor  thy  fiery 
spirit,  nor  thy  iituatioa  can  extenu¬ 
ate*  But  let  thy  more  rigid  cen¬ 
sors  reftedl,  that  thou  waft  literally 
and  Ur'idly  but  a  boy,.  Lot  many 


of  thy  bitteteft  enemies  reflect  what 
were  their  own  religious  principles* 
and  whether  they  had  any,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  fixteen. 
Surely  it  is  a  fevere  and  an  unjuft 
fur  mile,  that  thou  wouldeft  proba¬ 
bly  have  ended  thy  life  as  a  victim 
of  the  laws,  if  thou  hadft  not  finifh- 
ed  it  as  thou  didft ;  fince  the  very 
aft  by  which  thou  durft  put  an  end 
to  thy  painful  exiftence,  proves,  that 
thou  thoughteft  it  better  to  die, 
than  to  fup port  life  by  theft  or  vio¬ 
lence.  The  fpeculative  errors  of  a 
boy  who  wrote  from  the  Bidden  fug- 
geitions  of  pallion  or  defpondency, 
who  is  not  convicted  of  any  immoral 
or  difhoneft  aft  in  confequence  of  his 
fpeculations,  ought  to  be  excufed 
and  conftgiied  to  oblivion.  But  there 
fee  ms  to  be  a  general  and  inveterate 
diilike  to  the  boy,  exclufively  of  the 
poet :  a  diilike  which  many  will  be 
ready  to  impute,  and,  indeed,  not 
without  the  appearance  of  reafon, 
to  that  infolence  and  envy  of  the 
little  great,  which  cannot  bear  to 
acknowlege  fo  tranfeendent  and  com¬ 
manding  a  fuperiority  in  the  humble 
child  of  penury  and  obfeurity. 

44  Malice,  if  there  -was  any,  may 
furely  now  be  at  reft  ;  for  44  Cold  he 
lies  in  the  grave  below.”  But  where 
were  ye,  O  ye  friends  to  genius, 
when  flung  with  disappointment, 
diftrefted  for  food  and  raiment,  with 
every  frightful  form  of  human  rni- 
fery  painted  on  his  fine  imagination, 
poor  Chatterton  funk  in  defpair  ? 
Alas !  ye  knew  him  not  then,  and 
now  it  is  too  late,—— 

For  now  he  is  dead  ; 

Gone  to  his  death-bed, 

All  under  the  willow-tree!. 

.So  fang  the  fweet  youth,  in  as  ten- 
der  an  elegy  as  ever  flowed  from  z 
feeling  heart. 

44  In  return  for  the  pleafure  I 
"have  received  from  thy  poems,  I 
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pay  thee,  poor  boy,  the  trifling  tri¬ 
bute  of  my  praife.  Thyfelf  thou 
halt  emblazoned  ;  thine  own  monu¬ 
ment  thou  haft  eredfed.  But  they 
whom  thou  hafl:  delighted,  feel  a 
pleafure  in  vindicating  thine  ho¬ 
nours  from  the  rude  attacks  of  de¬ 
traction.  Thy  fentiments,  thy  verfe, 
thy  rhythm,  all  are  modern,  all  are 
thine.  By  the  help  of  gloflaries  and 
didfionaries,  and  the  perufal  of  many 
old  Englifh  writers,  thou  hafl:  been 
able  to  tranflate  the  language  of  the 
prefent  time  into  that  of  former 
centuries.  Thou  hafl:  built  an  arti¬ 
ficial  ruin.  The  hones  are  rnofly 
and  old,  the  whole  fabric  appears 
really  antique  to  the  diftant  and  the 
carelefs  fpedlator ;  even  the  con- 
noifl’eur,  who  pores  with  fpedfacles 
on  the  Angle  hones,  and  infpects  the 
mofly  concretions  with  an  antiqua¬ 


rian  eye,  boldly  authenticates  its  an¬ 
tiquity  ;  but  they  who  examine 
without  prejudice}  and  by  the  cri¬ 
terion  of  common  fenfe,  clearly  dif- 
cover  the  cement  and  the  workman- 
fliip  of  a  modern  mafon.  . 

41  But  though  I  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  but  that  the  poems  were 
written  by  Chatterton,  yet  I  mean 
not  to  didate  to  others,  nor  will  I 
engage  in  controverfy.  I  have  ex- 
prefled  my  feelings  as  thofe  of  a 
reader,  who,  though  he  refpedfs  the 
hudy  of  antiquities,  diflikes  the 
blind  prejudices  of  the  mere  anti¬ 
quary.  I  leave  the  weapons  of  con¬ 
troverfy  to  be  wielded  by  thofe  pow¬ 
erful  champions  in  the  caufe  of 
Chatterton,  a  Tyrwhit  and  a  War- 
ton.  I  give  a  Angle  vote  for  Chat¬ 
terton  ;  but  1  can  make  no  intereft 
in  his  favour.” 


CRITICAL  OBSERVATIONS  relating  to  VIRGIL’s  ECLOGUES. 
[From  Dr.  STEDDMAN’s  L^lius  and  Hortensia.] 


c6  A  S  a  beginning  to  thefe  criti- 
jf\  cal  obfervations,  I  fliall  at¬ 
tempt  a  vindication  of  Donatus,  in 
a  circum fiance  which  he  mentions 
concerning  the  Axth  Eclogue.  This 
author,  in  his  life  of  Virgil,  fays, 
that,  when  fome  verfes  of  that  pafto- 
ral  were  rehearfed  from  the  theatre 
by  Cytheris,  Cicero  was  fo  much 
pleafed  with  them,  that  he  wifhed 
afterwards  to  hear  the  whole  ;  and 
that,  having  heard  them,  he  called 
out,  Magnae  fpes  altera  Romae .” 
The  commentators  and  critics  have 
generally  condemned  this  as  a  fla¬ 
grant  anachroniflm,  particularly  Pe¬ 
ter  Ramus,  Vavafleuer,  du  Verdier, 
and  Bayle.  Mr.  Dry  den,  feems  to 
have  intentionally  avoided  an  exa¬ 


mination  of  any  thing  relating  to 
the  chronology  of  Virgil’s  life. 

46  The  four  authors  juft  mention¬ 
ed  obfeiwe,  that  the  nrft  paftotal  was 
not  compofed  till  after  the  divifton 
of  the  lands  about  Mantua  and  Cre¬ 
mona,  when  Auguftus  gave  them  to 
his  veterans,  wrhich  was  about  ftve 
years  after  Cicero’s  death. 

44  To  conftder  this  matter  proper¬ 
ly,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  Virgil 
was  born  in  the  year  of  Rome  683, 
and  died  in  734  or  733.  Some  make 
both  his  birth  and  his  death  one  year 
later,  which,  in  the  prefent  enquiry, 
is  of  little  importance.  Cicero  was 
put  to  death  in  the  year  of  Rome 
7 1 1.  Virgil,  therefore,  at  Cicero’s 
death,  was  twenty-eight  years  of 

age* 
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age,  and,  at  the  divifion  of  the  lands 
about  Mantua  thirty -three  or  thirty- 
four. 

44  The  criticifm  relating  to  Dona- 
tus  would  be  a  juft  one*  could  it  be 
afcertained  that  the  Tityrus  was  the 
eclogue  firft  eompoled ;  but  it  can 
hardly  be  believed  that  a  mind  fo 
well  informed,  and  a  genius  fo  re¬ 
fined  as  that  of  Virgil,  would  re¬ 
main  inactive  till  thirty-four,  or 
even  till  twenty-eight  years  of  age 
nor  is  it  probable  that  the  Tityrus 
was  Virgil’s  firft  compofttion.  That 
it  was  placed  firft  by  Virgil  himfelf, 
is  obvious  from  the  two  laft  verfes  of 
the  fourth  Georgic,  and  from  fome 
pafiages  of  contemporary  authors. 
But,  farther,  the  fixth  eclogue  hath 
much,  the  appearance  of  having  been 
Virgil’s  firft  paftoral  compofttion* 
Whoever  reads  the  twelve  verfes 
which  make  the  opening  to  it,  can 
fcarcely  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this 
©bfervation.  Beftdes,  the  fubjedl  of 
this  eclogue  having  occupied  Virgil’s 
mind  during  his  juvenile  ftudies, 
had  probably  then,  or  foon  there¬ 
after,  been  digefted  into  the  order 
in  which  they  now  Hand  ;  for  thefe 
mythological  fabies  were  commonly 
taught  in  their  fchools,  and  were 
fometimes  made  fubjedts  of  decla¬ 
mation. 

44  Had  not  Virgil  compofed  any 
of  his  paftorals  till  the  expulfion  of 
the  Mantuan  peafants,  uhat  is,  till 
thirty-three  or  thirty-four  years  of 
age,  he  could  hardly  have  laid  with 
propriety, 

Caymina  qui  lull  paftorum  audaxque 

cJurventai  &c. 

That  the  Tityrus,  though  not 
the  firft  paftoral  compofttion,  fhould, 
neverthelefs,  have  the  firft  place,  is 
not  furprifing,  when  wt  cortlider  the 
important  oecafion  on  which  it  was 
Written,  and  likevvife,  that  it  con¬ 
tains  the  praifes  of  Auguftus ;  nor 
178a. 


doth  there  appear  any  good  reafori 
why  Donatus  and  Servius  fhould 
have  mentioned  the  fixth  eclogue,' 
as  having  been  known  to  Cicero  pre-  s 
ferable  to  any  other,  the  compo- 
fition  of  which  may  be  fuppofed  tft 
have  preceded  his  death,  had  not 
thefe  twro  authors  been  fupported  by 
fome  good  authority.  Upon  the 
whole,  when  thefe  circumftances  are 
compared  together,  it  appears  lift 
way  improbable  that  Cicero  had 
heard  this  paftoral,  and  like  wife, 
confider'mg  the  vanity  to  which  this 
great  rnan  was  naturally  fubjedt^ 
that  he  uttered  the  expreffion  afcrib- 
ed  to  him,  which  Virgil  afterwards 
inferred  in  the  iEneid, 

<s  Servius,  in  his  note  upon  Not 
patrice  fines ,  &c.  Eclogue  ift,  hath 
fallen  into  an  atiachronifm,  which 
feems  to  have  efcaped  the  anirifacL 
verfion  of  the  commentators.  He 
would  make  the  diftri button  of  the 
Mantuan  lands  among  Auguftus’s 
foidiers  not  to  have  happened  till 
after  Antony’s  defeat  at  Adfiuin; 
This  battle  was  fought  in  the  year 
of  Rome  72^1  or  722,  at  which  time 
Virgil  was  thirty-eight  or  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age,  a  period  in  which 
Servius  fays,  in  another  place,  he 
had  fini filed  both  his  Paftorals  and 
Georgies. 

44  It  may  be  alleged,  that,  by 
•vifl'p  Antonio ,  Servius  may  mean  the 
battle  of  Mutina,  where  Antony 
fuffered  a  defeat.  But  this  cannot 
be,  fince  Augoftus  did  not  reward 
his  veterans  till  after  the  battle  of 
Philippi,  which  was  four  or  five 
years  pofterior  to  that  of  Mutina  5 
and  in  the  battle  of  Philippi  the  foft 
diers  were  more  properly  Antony’s 
than  Crefiir’s,  the  honour  of  that 
idlory  being  chiefly  aferibed  to  An¬ 
tony.  This  Servius  himfelf  allows 
hi  his  note  upon  Impius  Miles ,  where 
he  fays,  qul pro  Antonio  arma  porta- 

wit . 
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“  The  commentators  have  been 
embarraffed  in  endeavouring  to  ex¬ 
plain  who  and  how  many  were  thofe 
known  by  the  name  of  Varus  or 
Varius,  for  whom  Horace  and  Vir¬ 
gil  exprefs  fo  great  elfeem  and  affec¬ 
tion.  Some,  without  regard  to  the 
order  of  time,  feek  no  farther  than 
Quintilius  Varus,  who,  with  his  le¬ 
gions,  was  killed  in  Germany,  or 
Varius  the  epic  poet.  Catullus,  in 
his  tenth  epigram,  mentions  one 
Varus,  whom  Muretus  notwith- 
ilanding  his  ufual  accuracy,  would 
make  this  Quintilius.  The  difafter 
Of  Quintilius  did  not  happen  till  the 
year  ol  Rome  762.  So  that,  con- 
iidering  the  diftance  of  time,  if  thefe 
two,  being  of  the  fame  family,  were 
likevvife  in  the  fame  line  of  defcent, 
Quintilius  might  have  been  grand- 
ion  of  the  other,  or,  perhaps,  a  de¬ 
gree  farther  removed.  There  were 
io  many  eminent  men  of  the  Vartan 
family  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  that 
it  becomes  difficult,  perhaps  impof- 
fible,  to  determine  which  of  them 
it  was  whom  Virgil  mentions  with 
fo  much  applaufe  in  his  fixth 
eclogue.  It  is  abundantly  evident, 
that  Virffil  cannot  mean  the  Varus 
killed  in  Germany,  fince  that  event 
happened  upwards  of  fifty  years  after 
the  compofition  of  this  paftoral,  and 
nearly  thirty  years  after  Virgil’s 
death.  Now,  as  the  Varus,  cele¬ 
brated  by  Virgil  had  ditlinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  military  litje,  before 
the  writing  of  that  pa  ft  oral,  he  may 
be  fuppoled,  at  that  time,  thirty 
years  of  age,  or  upwards,  and,  con- 
fequently,  between  eighty  and  nine¬ 
ty  when  the  maffacre  in  Germany 
happened.  It  is  not  a  little  fur- 
prifing,  that  both  C.  Stephanus  and 
Mr.  Ainfvvorth  have  fallen  into  the 
fame  mi  flake  with  Muretus,  in  their 
hiftorical  didfionaries,  in  fuppofing ei¬ 
ther  the  Varus  of  Catullus  or  of  Vir¬ 
gil  to  have  lived  to  fo  late  a  period. 


(i  Others  have  made  the'  Varus, 
who  was  originally  a  cobler  in  Cre¬ 
mona,  and  afterwards  a  noted  civi¬ 
lian,  the  patron  of  Virgil.  But  a 
moderate  attention  to  chronology 
will  difcover  this  to  be  a  falfe  no¬ 
tion  ;  for  this  Varus  was  eledfed  con« 
ful  in  the  year  of  Rome  754,  that 
is,  about  twenty  years  after  Virgil’s 
death.  A  man,  therefore,  of  an 
extradl  fo  low,  and  who  had  been 
in  a  line  of  life  fo  mean,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  have  had  it  in  his  power 
to  patronife  Virgil  fo  early  as  71 1. 
Nor  is  it  probable,  that  Varus  the 
civilian  ever  appeared  in  arms,  01 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  that  way. 
It  is  ftill  lefs  probable  that  Attius 
Varus,  who  was  deeply  engaged 
with  the  Pompeian  faction,  could 
be  Virgil’s  patron,  as  fome  have  al¬ 
leged  ;  for  this  Varus,  having  had 
a  confiderable  command  in  Africa, 
palled  over  into  Spain,  and  was  kill¬ 
ed  at  the  battle  of  M  tin  da,  which 
happened  at  lead:  three  years  earlier 
than  the  compofition  of  the  lixth 
eclogue. 

“  There  are  f  ill  two  of  the  name 
of  Varus,  one  of  whom  was  proba¬ 
bly  Virgil’s  patron,  who  is  cele¬ 
brated  in  this  paftoral.  The  one  is 
Quintilius  Varus,  taken  by  Caslar  in 
Cord nium  at  the  beginning  of  the 
civil  war,  who  was  a  warm  friend  to 
the  republican  caufe,  and  fealed  it 
with  his  blood  after  the  battle  of 
Philippi  ;  the  other  is  that  V arus 
who  got  the  command  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  beyond  the  Po,  had  the  di- 
rediion  of  the  partition  of  the  Man¬ 
tuan  lands,  and  is  laid  to  have  been 
inilrumental  in  faving  Virgil’s  farm. 
Some  have  given  the  pr&nomcn  of 
Alphenus  or  Alfenus,  others  of 
Quintilius,  to  this  Varus,  which 
hath  proved  the  caufe  of  confuiion 
and  uncertainty.  There  is  little  room 
to  doubt  that  the  Varus  mentioned  in 
the  ninth  eclogue  is  the  epic  poet.’* 
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[From  the  Philosophical  Transactions.] 
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FAITHFUL  and  accurate  re- 
gifters  of  the  number  of 
births  and  deaths  kept  in  different 
places  are  of  great  importance  to 
the  community.  The  ftatefman,  the 
philofopher,  and  the  phyftcian,  are 
equally  interefted  in  inquiries  which 
infallibly  (hew  us  the  real  ftate  of 
the  nation,  as  to  population,  health- 
fulnefs,  and  as  connected  with  the 
latter,  virtue  and  temperance. 

44  It  muff  give  great  pleafUre  to 
a  reflecting  mind,  to  And,  from  un¬ 
deniable  proofs,  that  this  nation  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  in  the  above  refpedts, 
in  a  general  and  progreffive  ftate  of 
improvement.  The  births  have  be¬ 
come  more  numerous,  the  deaths 
fewer  in  proportion,  in  almoft  every 
place  where  the  regifters  have  been 
confulted  :  for  proof  of  this  I  refer 
to  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  Royal 
Society,  voi.  LVII.  LIX.  LXI. 
LXIV.  LXV.  &c.  and  to  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  Mr.  Wales,  F.  R.  S,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  Inquiry  into  the  prelent 
State  of  Population  in  England  and 
Wales,  lately  publifhed. 

44  It  would  not  perhaps  be  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  as  a  phyfician  I  could 
with  pleafure  attempt  the  invefti- 
gation,  to  difeover  the  various  caufes 
to  which  fuch  effedts  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  ;  but  here  a  wide  held  offers 
itfelf  to  our  examination.  It, will, 
however,  be  neceffary  juft  to  point 
out  fuch  as  affect  this  city  in  parti  • 


cular,  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this 
paper. 

<4  Mr.  Drake,  F.  R.  S.  in  his 
Antiquities  of  York,  has  given  us 
the  number  of  births  and  burials  for 
7  years,  from  Auguft  5,  17 28,  to 
Auguft  5,  1.73c,  incluftve.  This 
gave  a  ravourable  opportunity  of 
comparing  our  prefen t  ftate  after  an 
elapfe  of  45  years.  In  order  to 
this,  the  different  parlfh.  regifters 
were  carefully  examined  from  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1 770,  to  December  3  1,  1776, 
incluftve  :  I  added  the  number  of 
males  and  females  for  the  latter 
term,  which  Mr.  Drake  omitted. 

Table  I.  The  number  of  births  and 
burials  in  York,  from  Auguft  5, 
1728,  to  Auguft  5,  1735. 

The  different.  Parilhes.  Births.  Burials. 

All  Saints,  Pavement,  123  218 

All  Saints,  North-  ^ 
ftreet,  5 

St.  Crux, 

St.  Cuthbert’s, 

St.  Dyonis, 

St.  Helen’s, 

St.John’s, 

St.  Laurence, 

Martin’s,  Conyngs- 1 
ftreet,  -  > 

Michael  le  Belfray, 


101  in 


132 

55 

92 
113 
1 36 
60 

73 
3  10 


*59 

8o> 

106 

122 

*73 

77 

1 10 


3-7 


Carried  over,  Il95  1483 


H 


St. 


[u6]  ON  THE  BILLS  OF  MORTALITY  AT  YORK, 


The  different  Parities.  Births.  Burials., 


Brought  forward, 

”95 

CO 

St.  Mary’s,  Caille-  } 
gate,  -  3 

ISO 

22  I 

St.  Michael,  Spur-  \ 
rier-gate,  -  3 

St.  Martin’s, Mickle-  7 

I98 

2l6 

gate,  -  3 

92 

I  17 

Bifhophili  the  elder. 

IO3 

1 1 7 

Bifhophili  the  younger, 

57 

73 

St.  Maurice, 

55 

158 

St.  Margaret’s, 

118 

i47 

St.  Clave’s, 

147 

181 

St.  Saviour’s, 

70 

103 

St.  Sampfon’s, 

188 

228 

Chrifl  Church, 
Trinity,  Goodram-  } 

140 

1 19 

gate,  -  3 

,  J43 

344 

Trinity,  Mickle-gate, 

1 Z9 

*5  2 

Diflenters, 

18 

29 

2803  3488 

The  burials,  therefore,  exceeded 
the  births  685  in  7  years,  or  98 
annually. 


Table  ll.  The  number  of  births 
and  burials  from  January  1,  1770, 
to  December  31, 1 776,  inclufive. 

The  different  Parifhes.  Births.  Burials. 

All  Saints,  Pavement,  240  153 

All  Saints,  North*!  ^  gg 

ilreef,  -  j  ^ 

St.  Crux,  -  -  146  109 

Carried  forward,  482  330 


The  different  Parifhes. 

Brought  forward, 
St.  Cuthbert’s, 

St.  Dyonis, 

St,  Helen’s, 

St.  John’s, 

St.  Laurence, 
Martin’s,  Conyngs-  ) 
ftreet,  -  J 

Michael  le  Bel  fray, 

St.  Mary’s,  Caflle- } 

^  gate,  -  J 

St.  Michael’s,  Spur-  ) 
rier-gate,  -  -  3 

Martin’s,  Mickle-gate, 
Bifhophili  the  elder, 
Bifhophili  the  younger, 
St.  Maurice, 

St.  Margaret’s, 

St.  Clave’s, 

St.  Saviour’s, 
Sampfon’s, 

Chrifl  Church, 
Trinity,  Goodram-  ) 
gate  -  3 

Trinity,  Mickle-gate, 
Diflenters, 


Births.  Burials, 

472  36a 

102  I26 

96 


2  09 

96 
!§3 

97 
104 

^97 

*59 

15 1 

82 
1 24 

121 

76 

182 

234 

96 

174 

H7 

161 

122 
24 


76 

124 

83 

74 

298 

210 

Ji3 

98 

if1 
92 
138 
142 
2  96 
108 
384 
1 10 

1 1 8 

164 

24 


3323  3i7S 


Decreafed  in  burials  313,  or  44J 
annually. 

Births  increafed  320,  or  74I  ditto* 
Births  exceed  the  burials  148,  or 
2 1§,  ditto. 


Table  III.  The  number  of  births  and  burials,  with  the  proportion  of  males 
and  females,  annually,  from  January  t,  1770,  to  December  3 1,  1776. 


• 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Burials. 

Males. 

Females, 

1770 

467 

237 

230 

417 

203 

214 

2771 

451 

.225 

226 

485 

225 

260 

3772 

490 

.238 

252 

508 

220 

288  1 

1773 

474 

-  244 

232 

499 

241 

238 

*774 

453 

214 

239 

382 

173 

209 

1775' 

490 

255 

243 

488 

237 

251 

498 

*55 

'243 

396 

177 

219 

H  » 

33  3  3 

1668 

1*65 

V, 

3*75 

1476 

1699 

Nura- 
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Number  of  males  born  in  7  years  Number  of  females  born  in  7 
1 666,  or  238  annually.  .  years  1657,  or  256*  annually. 

Number  of  males  buried  in  7  years  Number  of  females  buried  in  7 

1476,  or  2iof  annually.  years  1699,  or  242f  annually* 


Table  IV.  Mortality  of  the  Seafdns. 


Winter. 

Spring. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

jan,  320 

Apr,  277 

July  220 

061.  237 

Feb.  282 

May  265 

Aug.  237 

Nov,  220 

Mar.  3 1 6 

June  274 

Sept.  225 

Dec.  292 

9 5  ^ 

S 1 6 

682 

759 

44  In  order  to  find  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  any  place,  where, 
either  from  its  bulk,  or  other  rea- 
fons,  a  numerical  furvey  cannot  be 
obtained,  two  methods  may  be  made 
ufe  of.  The  full  is,  multiplying 
the  number  of  homes  by  the  me¬ 
dium  of  inhabitants  in  each.  The 
fecond  is,  one  recommended  bv 
Monf.  Mohean,  in  a  work,  in¬ 
tituled,  Recberches  et  Confederations 
fur  ia  Population  dc  la  France.  He 
found,  by  very  laborious  calcula¬ 
tions,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
may  be  known  by  the  births,  the 
latter  being  to  the  former  as  nearly 
1  to  27. 

44  By  an  account  given  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  March  1781, 
the  number  of  houfes  in  York  fob* 
jedt  to  the  new  houfe-tax  was  2285. ; 
if  to  thofe  be  added  fuch  as  were  too 
fmall  to  come  under  the  tax,  which 
may  probably  amount  to  one-third 
more,  the  total  of  the  houles  in 
York  will.be  about  ,3000.  T  Lis 
number  multiplied  by  -which  is 
nearly  the  medium  of  people-  in  a 
houfe,  gives  12,750  for  the  number 
of  inhabitants. 

/“  By  the  fecond  rule  we  have 
12,798  for  the  number  of*  inhabit¬ 
ants,  which  is  the  refult  of  474,  the- 
average  annual  births,  multiplied 

hy  27.  /  '  - 

H  The  remarkable  coincidence  of 


the  above  methods  of  calculation 
makes  it  very  probable,  that  if  we 
efti mate  the  number  of  inhabitants 
at  12,800,  weThall  not  be  far  from 
the  truth. 

44  However  this  may  be  as  to  the 
exact  number  of  inhabitants,  it  af¬ 
fects  not  the  principal  end  of  the  pre- 
fent  inquiry,  which  is  to  fhew  how 
we  are  improved  in  population  and 
hcalthfulnefs  within  40  years  pah. 

44  In  order  to  prove  this,  we  mult 
find  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
the  year  1735,  from  tab.  I.  We 
there  find  the  average  annual  births 
to  be  400  ;  this  multiplied  by  27 
gives  ]  0,800  for  the  number  at  that 
time.  This  number  divided  by  the 
average  annual  deaths  498,  gives  the 
proportion  of  deaths  1  in  2  if.  Such 
was  the  hate  of  this  city  as  to  mor¬ 
tality  46  years  ago. 

44  Very  different  from  .this  is  our 
prefent  iituation,  the  proportion  of 
deaths  being  now  decrealed  to  1  in 
28  J,  which  is  the  quotient  of  1 2,800, 
th©  number  of  inhabitants  divided 
by  4  33,  the  prefent  average  of  an¬ 
nual  deaths.  This  is  certainly  a 
great  rife  in  the  lcale  of  healthinefs. 
From  being  near  as  fatal  as  London 
we  have  become  lefs  fo  than'  many 
country  places,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  comparative  view  of 
the  proportion  of  deaths  in  different 
places. 

n }  As 
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Dies  every  year. 
-  l  in  igi 
i  in  2Qi 
I  in  20} 
i  in  2  i 
I  in  2  2 
i  in  2  2 
i  in  22  1 
i  in  22 


At  Vienna, 

London, 

Edinburgh, 

Berlin, 

Rome, 

Amfterdam, 

Dublin, 

Leeds, 

Northampton,  i  in  26 

Shrewlbury,  1  in  26 

Liverpool,  1  in  27/^ 

MancheAer,  1  in  28 

York,  -  I  in  28| 

“  Hence  in  1737,  at  York  it 
would  require  2  it  years  to  bury  a 
number  equal  to  that  of  its  inhabit¬ 
ants  ;  but  in  1776,  28 l  years  would 
be  required  for  the  fame.  One  third 
lefs  die  yearly  now  than  in  the  for¬ 
mer  period ;  and  we  are  certainly 
advancing  ilill  higher,  for  in  1777 
the  births  were  more  than  in  any 
former  year,  being  516,  the  burials 
464. 

“  As  there  is  no  fettled  manufac¬ 
tory  here,  there  is  little  increafe  or 
decreafe  of  the  people  by  acquifition 
or  emigration,  and  probably  what 
may  happen  in  either  cafe  is  nearly 
balanced  by  the  other. 

44  It  appears  from  tab.  IV.  that 
the  fummer  feafon  is  by  much  the 
beakhieft  at  York ;  autumn  the 
next ;  then  the  fpring  ;  winter  being 
by  far  the  moil  fatal.  Dr.  Percival 
found  much  the  fame  to  be  the  cafe 
at  Manchefter,  At  Chefler,  Dr. 
Havgarth  lays  November  was  the 
mod  flckly  month.  The  differences 
in  the  regiflers  make  it  impoffible  to 
give  the  difeafes  of  which  the  indi¬ 
viduals  died;  yet  a  general  idea  of 
this  may  be  obtained  from  the  fame 
table.  By  the  care  and  attention  of 
the  prefent  archbifhop  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  this  may  be  eatily  perfected 
in  future  periods. 

u  It  appears  from  hence,  that  our 
difeafes  are  clqefty  Qi  the  indamqni- 


tory  kind,  which  phyficians  know  to 
be  the  general  attendants  of  the 
winter  and  fpring  months*  The  dif- 
orders  of  the  fummer  and  autumn  are 
more  particularly  fuch  as  arife  from 
putrefcehcy  and  acrimony,  fuch  as 
flow  and  remitting  fevers,  dy ferne¬ 
ries,  cholera’s,  and  the  like,  thofe 
then  being  with  us  the  healthieft 
feafons  Ihew  that  we  are  not  fubjedf 
to  putrid  difeafes.  Dr.  Wintring- 
ham  has  given  us  an  account  of  the 
weather  and  the  correfponding  dif¬ 
eafes  at  York  for  fixteen  years  fuc- 
ceffively,  in  his  Commentarium  No- 
fologicum,  to  which  learned  work 
I  refer  the  curious  reader  for  far¬ 
ther  fatisfaftion  upon  this  fubjetfl. 

44  Among  the  general  caufes  of 
our  increafmg  population  and  heaith- 
inels  we  may  enumerate  the  intro- 
dudtion  of  inoculation,  which  has 
been  the  means  of  laving  a  number 
of  lives :  improvements  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  and  cure  of  feveral  diforders, 
the  cool  regimen  in  fevers,  the  ad-? 
milfion  of  frefh  air,  the  general  ufe 
of  antifeptic  medicines  and  diet, 
have  doubtlefs  had  a  falutary  and 
extenfive  influence  upon  the  health 
of  mankind,  and  have  much  ob¬ 
viated  the  malignity  of  fome  of  our 
moll  dangerous  difeafes.  To  thefe 
may  be  added  a  general  improve* 
ment  and  greater  attention  to  nature 
in  the  management  of  infants. 

After  the  general  caufes  of 
healthinefs,  fuch  as  are  particular, 
or  of  a  more  local  nature,  come  un¬ 
der  conflderation.  In  this  refpedl 
the  ciry  of  York  has  been  much 
improved  within  a  few  years  pad. 
The  flreets  have  been  widened  in 
many  places,  by  taking  down  a  num¬ 
ber  ol  old  houfes  built  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  almoft  to  meet  in  the 
upper  flories,  by  which  the  fun  and 
air  were  almoft  excluded  in  the  flreets 
and  inferior  apartments.  They  have 
alio  been  new  paved,  additional 

drains 
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drains  made,  and,  by  the  prefent 
method  of  conducing  the  rain  from 
the  houfes,  are  become  much  drier 
and  cleaner  than  formerly.  The 
eredlion  of  the  locks,  about  four 
miles  below  the  city,  has  been  a 
great  advantage  to  it :  for,  before 
this,  the  river  was  frequently  very 
leftv,  ieaving  quantities  of  fudge 
and  dirt  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  alfo  the  filth  of  the  common 
fevvers,  which  it  was  unable  to  wafh 
away.  The  lock  has  effectually  pre¬ 


vented  this  for  the  future,  by  the 
•  •  '  # 

river  being  kept  always  high,  broad, 
and  fpacious  ;  and  has  thus  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  falubrity  as  well  as 
beauty  of  York.  In  the  above  im¬ 
provements,  in  others  that  are  in¬ 
tended  to  take  place,  in  the  care  and 
expence  neceffiiry  to  keep  in  proper 
repair  the  public  walks  about  the 
city,  the  magiifrates  have  exerted 
much  public  fpirit,  and  have  added 
to  the  health  as  well  as  confulted 
the  convenience  of  its  inhabitants.” 


EXPER IMENTS  with  CHINESE  HEMP  SEED.  In  a  Letter 
from  KEANE  FITZGERALD,  Efq.  to  Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS, 
Bart.  P„  R.  S. 

[From  the  fame  Work,] 


S  I  R, 

VERY  thing  extraordinary 
in  art  or  nature  falls,  in  fome 
meafure,  within  the  views  of  the 
Royal  Society  ;  but  how  far  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  what  appeared  to 
me  an  extraordinary  production  may 
be  worthy  of  being  communicated 
to  that  learned  body,  is  fubmitted 
entirely  to  your  confideration. 

44  A  few  g  rai n s  o f  C hi nefe  h em p - 
feed  had  been  given  to  me  by  the 
late  Mr.  Elliot,  brother  to  general 
Elliot,  who  had  formerly  refided  for 
fome  time  in  China.  He  told  me, 
the  hemp  in  that  country  was  deem¬ 
ed  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other, 
both  for  finenefs  and  firength,  and 
wi died  I  would  try  whether  it  would 
come  to  maturity  in  this  kingdom. 
He  gave  me  between  thirty  and  forty 
grains  of  feed  for  t  lye  purpofe,  which 
I  laid  by,  as  I  thought,  carefully, 
with  intent  of  fowing  them  the 
fpring  following,  which  is  the  ufual 
time  of  lowing  hemp  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  I  had  unluckily  forgotten 


where  I  laid  them,  and  did  not  find 
them  till  the  beginning  of  laft  June, 
by  which  time  I  imagined  them  to 
be  very  unfit  for  vegetation  ;  but  as 
I  concluded  they  would  be  ffill  more 
fo  by  keeping  them  till  the  fucceed- 
ing  April,  .1  had  them  lowed  the 
4th  day  of  that  month,  and  was 
much  furpi’ ifed  to  find  that  thirty- 
two  of  the  feeds  had  vegetated 
firongly,  and  grown  to  an  amazing 
fize,  feveral  of  the  plants  meafur- 
ing  in  height  more  than  fourteen 
feet,  and  feven  inches  nearly  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  by  the  middle  of  06to-^ 
her  following,  at  which  time  they 
came  into  bloom.  There  were  from 
thirty  to  forty  lateral  branches  on  a 
plant ;  thefe  were  fet  off  in  pairs, 
one  on  each  fide  of  the  ffem  point¬ 
ing  horizontally ;  the  others  at  about 
five  or  fix  inches  di, fiance  from 
them,  pointing  in  different  direc¬ 
tions,  and  fo  on  to  the  top,  the  bot¬ 
tom  branches  of  fome  meafuring 
more  than  five  feet,  the  others  de¬ 
creasing  gradually  in  length  toward^ 
H  4,  ttefl 
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the  top,  fo  as  form  a  beautiful  cone 
when  in  flower,  which  were  unlucki¬ 
ly  nipped  by  a  few  nights  froft  that 
happened  to  be  pretty  iharp  towards 
the ’  end  of  the  month;  and  the 
plants  began  to  droop  at  the  begin¬ 
ning'  of  November,  at  which  time  I 
had  them  pulled  up  by  the  roots. 

a  As  I  was  but  little  acquainted  ei¬ 
ther  with  the  cultivation  of  the  feed, 
or  preparing  the  plants  afterwards 
for  the  proa uCtion  of  hemp,  and  as 
thefe  plants  were  very  different  in 
their  fife  from  any  I  had  ever  feen, 
the  heft  method  that  occurred  to  me 
was,  that  of  fteeping  them  in  water, 
where  I  let  them  remain  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  and  then  placed  them  in  an 
upright  pofition  againfl  a  fouth  wail 
to  dry  and  bleach. 

R  On  trying  whether  the  hemp 
could  be  eafily  feparated  from  the 
woody  part,  I  was  agreeably  fur- 
prited  to  find,  that  on  peeling  a  few 
inches  longitudinally  from  the  root, 
the  whole  rind,  from  the  bottom  to 
the  gqp,  not  only  of  the  fiem  but 
alfo  of  all  the  lateral  branches,  drip¬ 
ped  off  cleanly,  without  breaking 
any  one  of  them.  The  toughnefs 
of  the  hemp  feemed  to  be  extraor¬ 
dinary,  and  upon  drying  and  beat¬ 
ing  divides  into  an  infinity  of  tough 
fibres.  The  plants  when  ftripped 
are  quite  white,  and  when  the  late¬ 
ral  branches  are  cut  oft',  appear  like 
bandfome  young  poles.  They  are 
perforated  in  the  middle-  but  the 
perforation  is  not  larger  than  that  of 
a  goofe  quill,  in  a  fiem  of  more 
than  two  inches  diameter.  The 
Woody  parts  fee  ms  pretty  fubftantial, 
and  if  they  fhould  be  found  of  any 
duration,  might  be  applied  to  many 
ufeful  purpol'es or  it  not,  1  fhould 
imagine  they  would  produce  plenty 
pf  good  afhes  by  burning. 

44  The  rough  hemp  that  has  been 
pealed  from  the  thirty-two  plants, 
when  thoroughly  dried,  weighed 
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three  pounds  and  a  quarter ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  had  come  to  full  ma? 
turity,  though  1  can  hardly  doubt 
but  the  plants  would  have  come  to 
perfection  if  the  feed  had  been  fowii 
in  the  proper  feafon.  The  fu; miner 
was  remarkably  dry,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  which,  although  the  Situation 
they  were  placed  in  was  very  warm, 
and  the  ground  not  rich,  I  found, 
on  meafuring-the  plants  at  different 
times,  that  they  had  grown  nearly 
eleven  inches  per  week 

44  As  the  culture  of  fo  valuable  a 
kind  of  hemp  as  this  promifes  to  pro-* 
duce,  appears  to  be  of  confequence 
to  a  maritime  and  commercial  king¬ 
dom,  1  have  applied  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to  give 
proper  orders  to  their  faCtors  and 
fuper-cargoes  in  China,  to  procure 
fome  of  the  beft  feed  that  can  be 
obtained  ;  and  fend,  even  a  fmall 
parcel,  by  each  of  their  returning 
(hips,  which  they  have  very  oblig¬ 
ingly  promifed  ;  and  from  what  has 
already  appeared,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  continuing  in  a  flats 
fit  for  vegetation  for  a  much  longer 
time  than  is  ufually  required  for 
that  voyage. 

44  If  the  feed  fhould  arrive  in 
fafety,  I  can  hardly  doubt  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  affiftance  of  the  Society 
eftablifhed  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce  ;  and  fhould  expedt,  from 
their  wonted  affiduity  and  liberal  dif- 
pofition  of  proper  rewards  for  the 
culture  and  manufacture  of  fo  valu¬ 
able  a  commodity,  to  fee  it  as  fuc- 
cefsfully  carried  to  perfection  as  fe- 
veral  other  branches  have  happily 
attained  by  their  care  and  protection  ; 
and  fhajl  think  my  felt  very  happy 
in  being  any  ways  infirn  mental  in 
forwarding  fo  good  a  purpofe. 

44  As  you  did  me  the  favour  of 
examining  the  plants  in  a  growing 
flare.  I  need  not  trouble  you  with 
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any  fjpeeimens  from  them  ;  but  if 
they  {liquid  be  deemed  worthy  of 
being  laid  before  the  Society,  I  (hall 
fend  feme  of  the  hemp  in  the  Hate 
it  was  peeled,  and  a  piece  of  the 


hem  it  was  peeled  from,  as  alfo  fpe- 
cimens  of  the  leaf  and  flower,  for 
their  examination. 

I  am, 


On  the  Nature  of  PHLOGISTON., 

[From  Mr,  Kir  wan’s  Continuation  of  the  Experiments  and  Obser¬ 
vations  on  the  Specific  Gravities  and  Attractive  Powers 
of  various  Saline  Substances.] 

[In  the  fame  Work.] 

^  S Jf 


JT  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
X  fixed  air,  or  the  aerial  acid,  as 
it  is  more  properly  called,  is  capable 
of  exifiing  in  two  dates ;  the  one 
fixed,  concrete,  and  unelaflic,  as 
when  it  is  actually  combined  with 
calcareous  earth,  alkalies,  or  mag- 
aefia ;  the  other,  fluid,  eladic,  and 
aeriform,  as  when  it  is  actually  dif- 
engaged  from  all  combination.  In 
its  concrete  and  unelaflic  date  it  can 
never  be  produced  fingle  and  difen- 
gaged  from  other  fubdances  ;  for 
the  moment  it  is  feparated  from 
them,  it  a  flumes  its  aerial  and  eladic 
form.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid 
of  phlogiflon  :  it  can  never  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  a  concrete  date,  fingle  and 
uncombined  with  other  fubdances ; 
for  the  indaut  it  is  di (engaged  from 
them,  it  appears  in  a  fluid  and  elas¬ 
tic  form,  and  is  then  commonly 
called  inflammable  air.  Thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  dates  of  the  fame  fubdance 
strife,  according  to  the  immortal  dil- 
eoveries  of  Dr.  Black,  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  portions  of  elementary  dre 
contained  in  fuch  fubdance,  and  ab- 
forbed  by  it,  whild  irs  fenfible  heat 
remains  the  lame,  and  hence  is  called 
its  fpecific  fire.  For  want  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  thefe  different  dates,  the  very 
exidence  of  phlogiflon  as  a  didinbl 
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principle  has  been  frequently  called 
in  quedion,  and  chemifis  have  been 
required  to  exhibit  it  feparate  in  its 
fixed  date,  without  recolledtmg,  that 
neither  can  fixed  air  be  fhewn  fepa¬ 
rate  in  a  concrete  date,  nor  that 
phlogiflon  may  alfo  be  in  the  fame 
predicament ;  while  others  have  to¬ 
tally  midaken  the  nature  of  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  and  imagined  it  to  be  a 
combination  of  acid  and  phlogidon. 
The  reafon  why  fixed  air  cannot  be 
feparated  from  any  fubdance  in  a 
concrete  date  is,  becaufe  when  -it  is 
feparated,  for  indance,  by  means  of 
an  acid,  there  is  always  a  double 
deeempodtion.  the  acid  yielding  its 
fpecific  quantity  of  fire  to  the  con¬ 
crete  fixed  air,  which  then  aflumes 
an  aerial  form,  while  the  fixed  air 
yields  the  fubdance  it  was  combined 
with  to  the  acid.  This  is  fo  true* 
that  though  a  folution  of  lime  in 
the  nitrous  acid  yields  a  con  fide  r  able 
quantity  of  heat,  yet  a  folution  of 
chalk  in  that  acid  fcarcely  yields 
any  ;  for  all  the  fire  that  is  fet  loofe, 
and  rendered  fenfible  in  the  fird  cafe, 
is  abforbed  by  the  fixed  air  in  the 
fecond  cafe,  being  precifely  that 
which  converts  it  into  an  aerial 
form.  The  reparation  of  phlogiilon 
from  a  metallic  earth  in  the  form  of 
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inflammable  air,  arifes  from  the  fame 
cauie,  the  diffolving  acid  yielding 
its  fire  to  the  phlogifton,  which  then 
jhfiu mes  an  aerial  form,  while  the 
phlogifton  yields  the  metallic  earth 
to  the  acid.  It  is  true,  that  much 
fenfible  heat  is  produced  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  for  which  three  fubftantial 
reafons  may  be  affigned  ;  firft,  the 
proportion  of  fixed  air  in  a  given 
weight  of  rude  calcareous  earth,  is 
much  greater  than  that  of  phlogifton 
In  any  metal,  as  will  hereafter  be 
fnewn,  it  being  in  the  former  one- 
third  of  the  whole,  and  that  of 
phlogifton  in  the  latter  for  the  mod 
part  not  even  one-fixth.  Secondly, 
much  of  the  phlogifton  combines 
with  the  acid  itfelf  during  the  folu- 
tion,  and  expels  part  of  the  fpecific 
quantity  of  fire,  as  Dr.  Crawford 
has  fhewn,  and  as*  I  have  fince  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  and  this  fire  m.uft  occa¬ 
sion  fenfible  heat.  Thirdly,  much 
of  the  phlogifton,  during  folution, 
unites  to  the  furrounding  atmo- 
fphere,  expelling  alfo  part  of  its 
ipecifie  fire,  and  this  alfo  muftocca- 
fion  fenfible  heat ;  and  hence  it  is, 
that  metallic  folutions  in  vacuo  are 
generally  attended  with  lefs  heat, 
though  with  a  more  violent  effer-r 
vefcence.  than  in  open  air,.  The  fo- 
lution  of  metallic  calces  is  not  at¬ 
tended  with  as  much  heat  as  that  of 
their  refpeeftive  metals,  not  only  be^- 
caufe  neither  the  diffolving  acids  nor 
the  furrounding  air  is  much  phlo* 
gifticated ;  but  alfo  becaufe  they 
contain  an  efaftic  fluid  in  a  concrete 
date,  which  abforbs  much  of  the 
fire  given  out  by  the  diffolving  acids, 
as  it  acquires  an  aerial  ftate. 

“  The  origin  and  formation  of 
inflammable  air  being  thus  explain¬ 
ed,  I  now  proceed  to  fhew  its  iden? 
tity  and  homogeneity  with  phlo¬ 
gifton.  By  phlogifton  is  generally 
underftood  that  principle  in  com- 
buftiblc  bodies  on  which  their  in¬ 


flammability  principally  depends  ; 
that  principle  to  which  metals  owe 
their  malleability  and  fplendor  ;  that 
which  combined  with  vitriolic  acid 
forms  fulphur ;  that  which  dimi- 
nifhes,  refpirable  air.  Now  inflam¬ 
mable  air  is  that  very  principle  which 
alone  is  truly  inflammable,  as  Mr, 
Volta  has  elegantly  ihewn.  In  ef¬ 
fect,  comhuftible  fubftances  are  ei¬ 
ther  animal  of  vegetable,  as  horns, 
hair,  greafe,  wood,  &c.  from  all  of 
which  Dr.  Hales  has  extracted  in¬ 
flammable  air ;  or  charcoal,  from 
which  Mr.  Fontana  has  extradfed  if, 
as  did  Dr.  Prieflley  from  refills,  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  aether,  in  all  which 
it  is  the  only  principle  that  is  in¬ 
flammable,  and  they  are  inflamma¬ 
ble  only  in  proportion  as  they  yield 
if  ;  or  phofphorus,  from  whofe  acid 
Dr.  Prieftley  has  obtained  this  air 
by  means  of  minium,  for  it  was  the 
acid  and  not  the  minium,  that  con¬ 
tained  it,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  rightly 
conjedfured,  the  acid  obtained  by 
deliquefcence  being  never  thorough¬ 
ly  dephlogifticated  until  heated  and 
vitrified,  as  Mr.  Margraaf  has 
{hewn ;  or  they  are  mineral  fub¬ 
ftances,  as  fulphur,  from  which  in¬ 
flammable  air  has  been  feparated  by 
means  of  fixed  alkalies,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  alfo  by  means 
of  marine  air,  or  bitumens  or  bitu¬ 
minous  fubftances,  all  of  which  may 
be  made  to  yield  it ;  or  metallic  fub¬ 
ftances,  as  zinc  and  regulus  of  arfe- 
nic,  both  of  which  are  inflamma¬ 
ble  ;  but  neither  of  them  is  fo  when 
deprived  of  its  inflammable  air : 
this  is,  therefore,  the  true  and  only 
principle  of  inflammability  in  any 
l'ubftance.  I  acknowledge  that  the 
inflammable  air,  proceeding  from  al- 
moft  all  thefe  fubftances,  is  exceed¬ 
ing  impure  ;  that  it  contains  from 
fome  a  mixture  of  aerial  acid  or  of 
oil,  and  from  all  fome  part  of  the 
lubftauce  which  yields  it  or  expels 
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it,  and  hence  its  fmell  is  different, 
according  to  the  clafs  of  the  fub- 
ifances  from  which  it  is  extracted  ; 
but  it  equally  true,  that  none  of 
thefe  fubftances  contribute  to  its  in¬ 
flammability  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
fo  much  the  lefs  inflammable  (that 
is,  requires  fo  much  more  air  to  be 
mixed  with  it  before  it  flames)  as  it 
contains  more  of  thefe  heterogeneous 
fubftances.  Hence  inflammable  air 
of  the  morafles  is  never  totally  con- 
fumed  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  in¬ 
flammable  air,  from  metals  which  is 
the  pureft  of  all,  is  alfo  the  moil  in¬ 
flammable. 

44  Secondly,  Inflammable  air  is 
alfo  the  principle  which  reduces  me¬ 
tallic  earths  to  a  metallic  ftate,  and 
gives  them  their  metallic  fplendor. 
This  has  been  proved  analytically 
and  fvntheticaily,  and  therefore  may 
be  faia  to  be  as  completely  demon- 
ifrated  as  any  thing  in  natural  phi- 
lofophy  :  thus  Dr.  Prieftley  has  ex- 
tradted  inflammable  air  from  iron 
and  zinc  by  heat  alone  ;  and  the 
iron,  thus  ftripped  of  its  phlogiffon, 
loft  its  fplendor,  and  was  of  a  black 
colour,  which  is  that  which  iron, 
flightly  dephlogifticated,  always  af- 
l"umes,as  appears  by  martial  tethiops : 
fo  alfo  zinc  and  regulus  of  arfenic, 
ivhen  once  inflamed,  lofe  their  me¬ 
tallic  appearance  :  fo  alfo  a  mixture 
of  lead  and  tin  inflames  in  a  mode¬ 
rate  hear,  and  then  both  are  con¬ 
verted  info  a  calx  deftitute  of  fplen¬ 
dor  and  malleability.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  a  current  of  inflammable 
air,  in  the  a£t  of  combuflion,  be 
diredfed  on  the  calces  of  iron,  lead, 
pr  mercury,  they  are  immediately 
revived  and  reflored  to  their  metal¬ 
lic  form,  as  appears  by  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Chauflier.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  experiment  is  Rill  more  con- 
clulive  :  if  a  polifhed  plate  of  iron 
be  put  into  a  faturate  and  dilute  fo- 
}ut  jon  of  copper  in  tl:e  vitriolic  or 


marine  acids  (I  mention  thefe  be- 
cauie  they  are  commonly  ufed  for 
the  production  of  inflammable  air, 
though  the  refult  is  the  fame  when 
other  acids  are  ufed),  no  effervef- 
cence  will  arife,  no  inflammable  air 
will  be  caught  ;  but  the  iron  will 
be  diffolved,  and  the  copper  preci¬ 
pitated  in  its  metallic  form.  Here 
inflammable  air  mull  be  produced  as 
ufual,  for  the  acid  quits  the  copper 
and  diflblves  the  iron  ;  but  this  in¬ 
flammable  air  inftantly  loles  its  aerial 
form,  and  unites  to  the  copper,  juft 
as  fixed  air  leaves  alkalies  to  unite  to 
lime  without  any  eflervefcence  ;  and 
by  this  fame  inflafnmable  air  is  the 
copper  evidently  reduced,  acquiring 
fplendor,  malleability,  and  every 
other  metallic  property.  But  if  the 
folution  of  copper  be  not  fat u rated 
with  copper,  a  fmall  quantity  of  in¬ 
flammable  air  may  be  caught,  as  the 
excels  of  acid  will  difengage  more 
of  it  from  the  iron  than  the  calx  of 
copper  can  take  up.  Inflammable 
air  is  then  the  principle  that  metal¬ 
lizes  metallic  earth  ;  and  if  metals 
contain  only  a  fpecifc  earth  and 
phlogiffon,  inflammable  air  certainly 
contains  nothing  elfe  but  phlogiffon. 
i  f  iron  and  the  arfenical  acid  be  digeft- 
ed  together,  no  inflammable  air  s 
produced  ;  but  the  arfenical  acid  is, 
in  great  meafure,  converted  into 
white  arfenic,  as  Mr.  Bergman  has 
obferved,  and  alfo  Mr.  Scheele : 
what  reafon  can  be  afligned  why  in¬ 
flammable  air  is  not  produced  by 
this  as  well,  as  by  all  other  acids ; 
but  that  this  metallic  acid  received 
it,  and  was  by  it  reduced  to  a  femi- 
metallic  form,  as  by  pure  phlogif¬ 
ton  ?  Yet  this  acid  produces  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  from  zinc  becaule  zinc 
gives  out  more  phlogiffon  than  the 
regulus  of  arfenic  can  take  up  ;  but 
it  attracts  and  is  metallized  by  a 
part  of  it,  and  it  is  only  the  excels 
that  appears  in  the  forip  of  ipflaiq- 

mable 
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jnable  air,  as  Mr.-Schcelc  has  re¬ 
marked.  This  inflammable  air,  in¬ 
deed,  is  not  pure,  for  it  holds  fome 
of  the iegulus  in  folution  ;  but  this 
portion  of  regains  does  not  enter 
into  its  composition,  as  is  very  evi¬ 
dent. 

“’Thirdly,  Inflammable  air  is 
the  fnb  ft  a  nee  Which,  with  vitriolic 
acid,  forms  fulph'ur,  for  it  is  the 
very  fubftance  which  the  vitriolic 
acid  feparates  from  metals  ;  and  this 
fub (lance,  fo  feparated,  when  in  fuf- 
fidciit  quantity,  and  in  proper  cir- 
cumftances,  unites  to  it  in  inch  pro¬ 
portion  as  to  form  common  futphur. 
Thus  lulphur  is  formed  by  diftilling 
concentrated  vitriolic  acid  with  iron 
or  bifmuth,  or  by  diflilling  tartar 
vitrioiate  with  regulus  of  antimony. 
It  is  this  alfo  that  diminifh.es  refpir- 
able  air,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  has  clearly 
ihewn  in  the  5th  vol.  of  his  Obler- 
vations,  p.  84  ;  for  though  in  its 
complete  aerial  ftate,  after  it  has  ab¬ 
sorbed  that  large  quantity  of  fire  re- 
cjuifite  to  its  aerial  form,  it  difficult¬ 
ly  and  flowly  unites  to  refpirable  air 
in  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere,  their 
points  of  contact  through  their  dif¬ 
ference  of  denfttybeing  very  fmall, 
and  there  being  no  fubftance  at  hand 
to  receive  the  large  portion  of  ele¬ 
mentary  fire  they  both  Contain,  and 
of  which  they  mu  ft  lofe  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  before  they  can  combine  to¬ 
gether  ;  yet  while  inflammable  ajr 
js  (as  Dr.  Prieftley  elegantly  ex- 
jareftes  it)  in  its  nafeent  ftate,  before 
it  acquires  its  whole  quantity  of  fpe- 
cilic  fire,  refpirable  air  eaftly  unites 
to  it,  and  is  diminifhed  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  purity  ;  but  if  to  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  both,  igneous  particles  of 
jfufficient  detifity  to  be  viiible  be  in¬ 
troduced,  a  degree  of  heat  is  excit¬ 
ed,  which,  as  it  ratifies  the  dephlo- 
gifticated*  part  of  refpirable  air  to  a 
greater  degree  than  it  can  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  brings  both  into  nearer 


contadfo  increafes  their  attradion 
each  other,  and  both  uniting  give 
out  their  fire,  or  in  other  words  in¬ 
flame,-  when  in  proper  proportion  to 
each  other,  without  any  decompo- 
fition  of  either,  unlefs  the  lofs  of  a 
great  part  of  their  fpecific  fire  be 
called  a  decompofttion,  which  lofs 
is  not  ufualiy  called  a  decompofttion; 
for  water  is  never  faid  to  be  decom- 
pofed  when  it  becomes  ice,  nor  me¬ 
tals  when  they  Lbecome  folid  on 
cooling. 

“  in  anfwer  to  all  this  it  will  be 
faid,  that  inflammable  air  undoubt¬ 
edly  contains  phlogifton,  which  pro¬ 
duces  all  the  before  mentioned  ef- 
fedts  ;  but  that  the  phlogifton  it 
contains  is  united  to  fome  other  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  fome  will  have  to  be 
an  acid,  fome  an  earth,  and  others 
refpirable  air.  To  thefe  hypothefes 
I  (hall  oppofe  one  general  obferva- 
tion,  which  is,  that  fince  inflamma¬ 
ble  air,  when  pure,  that  is,  when 
difengaged  from  all  heterogeneous 
fubftances  which  no  way  contribute 
to  its  inflammability,  has  always  the 
fame  properties ;  it  mull,  if  it  con- 
liiis  of  phlogifton  combined  with 
any  other  fubftance,  be  always 
united  to  thejame  fpecific  fubftance; 
that  is,  if  this  be  an  acid,  it  muff 
be  always  the  fame  fpecies  of  acid, 
or  it  an  earth,  it  muff  be  always 
the  fame  fpecies  of  earth  ;  for  we 
find,  that  fubftances,  which  are'only 
genetically  the  fame,  always  pro¬ 
duce,  with  any  other  given  fuDftance, 
compounds  whofe  properties  are 
very  different  from  each  other.  Thus 
we  fee  that  the  different  fpecies  of 
alkalies,  or  earths,  or  metals,  pro¬ 
duce  with  one  and  the  fame  fpecies 
of  acid  compounds  effentially  differ¬ 
ent,  This  is  a  rule  which,  as  far 
as  X*know,  admits  of  110  exception  1 
and  if  we  apply  it  to  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  fuppofttions  it  will  entirely 
defiroy  th$m  ;  for  it  is  impoffible  tq 
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think,  that  the  phlogifion  can  in 
every  fubftance,  that  produces  in¬ 
flammable  air,  meet  either  the  fame 
acid,  or  earth,  or  any  refpirable 
air. 

u  But  to  be  more  particular,  the 
following  reafons  demonftrate  that 
an  acid  of  any  fort  cannot  be  the 
bails  of  inflammable  air.  iff,  In¬ 
flammable  air  has  been,  by  Dr. 
Prieftley,  feparated  from  metals  by 
mere  heat.  Now  metals  contain  no 
acid,  except  perhaps  their  dephlo- 
gifticated  calx,  which  thofe  eminent 
chemifis,  Bergman  and  Scheele, 
fufpedt  to  be  of  an  acid  nature  ;  but 
thefe  calces  cannot  enter  into  the 
composition  of  inflammable  air, 
otherwife  the  inflammable  air  of 
each  different  metal  would  have  dif¬ 
ferent  properties,  as  already  fliewn  : 
nor  indeed  are  thefe  the  acids  that 
have  been  fuppofed  to  enter  into  the 
ccmpoiition  of  inflammable  air  ;  but 
rather  thofe  acids  by  whofe  means 
it  is  extricated.  But  as  this  air  is 
extricated  from  metals,  not  only  by 
acids,  but  alfo  by  alkalies,  this  fup- 
pofition  muff  vanifh  of  courfe. 

44  The  fame  reafons  militate  with 
equal  ftrength  againft  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  an  earth  of  any  kind  en¬ 
ters  into  the  compofition  of  this 
air  ;  nor  is  there  an  inffance  of  any 
earth  rendered  permanently  fluid  by 
any  means,  except  in  fparry  air. 
Befides,  if  it  were  a  metallic  earth, 
it  muff  neceflarily  be  fuppofed  to  be 
in  a  metallic  ftate  ;  and  how  then 
could  it  efcape  the  adfion  of  all  kind 
of  acids  ?  for  no  acid  is  capable  of 
decompounding  inflammable  air. 
Laffly,  refpirable  air  cannot  be  faid 
to  be  the  bafis  of  inflammable  air, 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  refpirable  air 
enters  into  the  compofition  of  me¬ 
tals  ;  for  Dr.  Prieftley  has,  by  folar 
heat,  extracted  inflammable  air  from 
them  in  a  veil'd  full  of  mercury, 
into  which  refpirable  air  had  no  ac- 


cefs,  and  even  in  vacuo.  Befldest, 
refpirable  air  and  phlogiffon  form 
other  compounds  very  different  from 
inflammable  air,  viz.  fixed  and 
phiogifticated  airs  as  will  prefently 
be  feen. 

“  It  may  alfo  be  fairly  urged  a~ 
gainft  all  theie  fuppofitions,  that 
they  are  not  founded  on  any  diredb 
experiment,  nor  any  known  analogy, 
but  merely  gratuitous,  or  at  lead  de¬ 
duced  from  experiments  inadequate 
to  their  fupport ;  whereas  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  inflammable  air  is  nothing 
elfe  than  phlogifion  thrown  into  a 
fluid  form  by  elementary  fire,  is  di¬ 
rectly  founded  on  that  experiment 
whereby  inflammable  air  is  feparated 
from  metals  by  mere  folar  heat,  ia 
the  moil  perfed  vacuum,  ‘juft  as 
fixed  air  united  to  marble  and  in  a 
concrete  ftate  (in  which  it  is  nearly 
of  equal  denfity  with  gold)  is  fepa¬ 
rated  from  the  marble,  and  thrown 
into  a  permanently  fluid  form  by 
heat  alone. 

44  In  favour  of  the  exiffence  of 
an  acid  in  inflammable  air,  it  has 
been  faid,  that  if  this  air  be  paffed 
through  water  tinged  blue  by  lit¬ 
mus,  it  reddens  inftantly.  I  h$.ve 
feen  this  frequently  happen  when 
Inflammable  air  has  been  extra&ed 
from  iron  by  fpirit  of  vitriol ;  but 
if  this  air  be  waffled,  by  palling  it 
through  lime-water,  and  then  paffed 
through,  or  agitated  in,  an  infufion 
of  litmus,  it  will  not  difcolour  it  in 
the  leaff  :  this  I  have  feen  done  by 
Mr.  Fontana  in  June,  1779.  It  had 
alfo  been  faid,  that  inflammable  air 
and  alkaline  air,  mixfd  together, 
form  a  cloud;  but  this  .has.  been 
fully  disproved  by  Dr.  Prieftley,  inf 
the  fourth  volume  of  his  Obfer- 
vations.  •  ,  ,  -  ^ 

44  That  an  earth  of  any  flipd  is. 
effentially  requifite  to  the  coiiftitu- 
tion  of  inflammable  air,  feems  to 
me  utterly  improbable  ;  nor-  do  I 

know 
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know  of  any  experiment  from  whence  could  happen  ;  for  inflammable  air 
it  can  be  inferred.  That  metallic  could  not  be  converted  into  half  nor 
fubfiances  may  be  held  in  folution  even  one -third  or  one-fourth  of  its 
by  inflammable  air  is  certain  ;  but  volume  of  refpirable  air,  as  ever! 
it  is  equally  fo,  that  they  noway  one-fourth  of  refpirable  air  contains 
contribute  to  its  inflammability,  and  more  matter  than  four  times  its  bulk 
are  quite  diPindt  from  it*  of  inflammable  air ;  it  is  then  evi- 

ee  But  the  Opinion,  that  inflaiti-  dent,  that  the  external  air  muff  have 
mable  air  confiPs  of  refpirable  air  had  accefs  to  it.  Secondly,  I  agi» 
fuperfaturated  with  phlogiPon,  is  tated  about  half  a  pint  of  inflam- 
grounded  on  very  fpecious  argu-  mable  air,  obtained  from  iron  and 
ments  drawn  from  experiments  to  previoufly  palled  through  lime-water 
be  found  in  various  parts  of  Dr.  and  kept  over  mercury,  in  about 
PriePley’s  works*  which  deferve  fo  twelve  times  its  bulk  of  water,  out 
much  the  more  attention  as  the  fadfs  of  which  its  air  had  been  boiled  in 
mentioned  by  that  excellent  philo-  a  glafs  bottle  clofed  with  a  glafs- 
fopher  are  not  to  be  queflioned.  I  Popper.  The  agitation  continued 
lhall  endeavour  to  Pate  them  with  at  fever al  times  at  leap  two  hours, 
accuracy  ;  but  Piall  at  the  fame  A  large  quantity  of  the  air  was  in¬ 
time  accompany  them  with  fuch  re-  deed  abforbed,  as  appeared  by  open- 
marks  as  leem  to  me  to  invalidate  ing  the  bottle  in  water  ;  but  the  re- 
the  concluiion  that  has  been  drawn  mainder  appeared,  by  the  nitrous 
from  them.  tep,  as  noxious,  and  was  alfo  found 

4‘  In  the  firP  volume  of  Dr.  to  be  as  inflammable  as  at  flip.  Even 
PriePley’s  Obfervations  it  appears,  Dr,  PriePley  attePs,  that  inflam- 
that  a  quantity  of  Prong  inflamma-  mable  air  which  had  been  united  to 
ble  air,  having  been  agitated  in  a  water  for  one  month,  was  after- 
glafs  jar  immerfed  in  a  trough  of  wards  as  inflammable  as  ever, 
water,  the  furface  of  which  was  ex-  “  The  true  explanation  of  the 
pofed  to  the  common  atmofphere,  firP  experiment  appears,  therefore, 
after  the  operation  had  continued  to  be  the  following  :  firP,  water 
ten  minutes  near  one  fourth  of  the  eaflly  imbibes  inflammable  air,  but 
quantity  had  difappeated  ;  the  re-  does  not  combine  with  it ;  for  after 
mainder  became  fit  for  refpiration,  it  has  imbibed  one-fourteenth  of  it, 
and  yet  was  weakly  inflammable,  its  tape  is  no  way  altered,  as  Dr. 
.By  farther  agitation  it  was  dimi-  PriePley  ha-s  obferved.  Water  alfo 
niPied  half,  and  then  admitted  a  eaflly  imbibes  common  air:  when, 
candle  to  burn  in  it  though  feebly ;  therefore,  inflammable  air  is  agitated 
but,  on  continuing  the  agitation  a  in  water  having  a  communication 
little  longer,  it  came  to  extinguish  a  with  the  atmofphere,  the  inflamma- 
candle.  Upon  this  I  fliall  remark,  ble  air  muP  neceParily  be  diminifli- 
firfl,  that  it  clearly  fallows,  from  ed  by  reafon  of  its  abforbtion,  and 
this  experiment,  that  if  the  external  the  part  fo  abforbed  immediatelv 
refpirable  air  had  no  accefs  to  the  efcapes  out  of  the  water  into  the  at- 
infide  of  the  jar,  half  nearly  of  mofphere,  as  is  evident  by  the  fmell 
the  inflammable  air  was  convert-  which  is  perceived  when  the  quan- 
ed  into,  or  confiPed  of,  refpirable  tity  of  inflammable  air  is  conlider- 
air,  fince  fuch  quantity  of  air  was  able.  This  efcape  gives  room  for 
found  in  it  after  the  operation.  Now  the  farther  abforbtion  of  the  in  flam - 
it  is  abfolutely  impofiible  that  either  mable  air  which  then  efcapes  in  the 

t  fame 
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famt  manner.  In  the  mean  time 
the  common  air  under  the  jar  rifes 
into  it,  as  appears  by  the  direct  ex¬ 
periments  both  of  Dr.  Prieftlcy  and 
Mr.  Fontana  ;  and  hence  the  air  in 
the  jar  muft  appear  by  the  nitrous 
fiightly  phlogifticated  and  refpirable; 
but  a  farther  agitation  will  decom- 
pofe  the  common  air,  as  vve  fhall 
foon  fee,  and  then  a  candle  will  be 
extingulfhed.  The  fame  procefs 
takes  place  when  inflammable  air 
Hands  long  in  water  whofe  furface 
is  expofed  to  the  atmofphere. 

64  Another  experiment  of  the 
fame  tendency,  but  feemingly  more 
deciflve,  is  to  be  found  in  the  4th 
volume  of  Dr.  Prieftley’s  Obferva- 
tions,  p.  368.  There  it  is  related, 
that  a  portion  of  inflammable  air, 
inelofed  in  a  glafs  tube,  hermeti¬ 
cally  fealed  and  heated  until  the 
glafs  was  fofrened,  flained  the  glafs 
black,  and  the  tube  being  opened, 
the  air  was  found  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  bulk  3  and  this  refiduum 
was  found  to  be  mere  phlogifticated 
air,  neither  precipitating  lime-water, 
nor  being  affedled  by  nitrous  air,  or 
in  the  leaft  inflammable.  Yet  de- 
ciiive  as  this  experiment  appears,  a 
little  conflderation  will  fnew  the  ab- 
foiute  impofiibility  that  inflammable 
air  fliould  conftft  of  one-third  phlo¬ 
gifticated  air  and  two-thirds  phlo- 
gifton  ;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  one 
cubic  inch  of  phlogifticated  air 
weighs  0,377  °f  a  grain  :  now  let 
us  fuppofe,  that  to  this  phlogifticated 
air  is  added  two-thirds  of  its  bulk  of 
phlogifton  ;  and  to  make  the  fuppo- 
iition  ftill  ftronger,  let  us  alfo  fup¬ 
pofe,  that  phlogifton  has  no  weight ; 
then,  by  the  fuppofition,  this  com¬ 
pound  of  phlogifticated  ail*  and  phlo¬ 
gifton  will  conftitute  'inflammable 
air,  and  amount  to  a  bulk  of  three 
cubic  inches,  and  thefe  three  cubic 
inches  will  weigh  no  more  than 
0,3/7  a  »ra’‘n  5  but  if  three  cu- 
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bic  inches  of  inflammable  air  weigh 
0,377  of  a  grain,  one  cubic  inch 
Ihould  weigh  o,  1 05  of  a  grain,  which 
cannot  be  ;  tor  then  inflammable  air 
vvould  be  little  more  than  one- third 
lighter  than  common  air,  contrary 
to  all  the  experiments  that  have 
been  hitherto  made,  and  particular¬ 
ly  thole  ol  Mr.  Cavendilh,  Fontana, 
and  Dr.  Prieftley  himielf,  which 
Ihew  it  to  be  about  eleven  times 
lighter  than  common  air.  Second¬ 
ly,  it  is  faid,  that  the  matter  which 
ftained  the  glafs  black  was  the  true 
phlogiftic  part  of  inflammable  air, 
and  was  afterwards  feparated  by 
means  of  minium.  This  then  con¬ 
tained  no  phlogifticated  air  ;  but  is 
it  not  certain,  that  if  there  had  been 
enough  of  it,  the  minium  would 
have  been  reduced  and  converted 
into  lead  ?  And  might  not  inflamma¬ 
ble  air,  be  again  feparated  from  that 
lead,  though  no  phlogifticated  ojt 
common  air  were  at  hand  to  fupplv 
its  other  fuppofed  conftituent  part  ? 
Thirdly,  in  one  of  Dr.  Prieftley5'? 
experiments  the  inflammable  air, 
contained  in  the  glafs  tube  which 
was  moft  heated,  was  reduced  to  fo 
fmall  a  bubble  that  no  experiment 
could  be  made  on  it:  therefore,  in 
this,  at  leaft,  the  quantity  of  phlo¬ 
gifticated  air  did  not  amount  to  one- 
third,  but  was  quite  inconfideiable  ; 
the  remainder  then  being  taken  up 
by  the  calx  of  lead  in  the  glafs, 
was  pure  mere  phlogifton,  fo  that 
this  experiment  is  a  ftrong  proof  of 
my  opinion.  Fourthly,  if  phlogif¬ 
ton  could  be  decompofed  by  hear, 
and  then  leave  a  .refiduum  of  phlo¬ 
gifticated  air,  amounting  to  one- 
third  of  its  bulk,  the  diminution 
arifing  from  its  inflammation  with 
common  or  dephlogi  (Heated  air  could 
never  be  fo  great  as  it  is  found  to  be 
by  repeated  experiments  ;  for  when 
inflammable  and  common'  air  are 
fired  in  the  proportion  of  eleven  of 
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the  latter  to  four  of  the  former,  a 
bulk  equal  to  the  whole  of  the  in¬ 
flammable  air,  and  to  one-fifth  of 
the  commen  air,  difappears,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Volta,  and  the  diminu¬ 
tion  is  about  two-fifths  of  the  whole, 
or  more  exadtly  out  of  fifteen  mea¬ 
sures,  only  8,8  remain  ;  but  if  the 
inflammable  air  were  decompofed, 
and  one-third  of  it,  being  phlogifti- 
cated  air,  fhould  remain,  then  not 
quite  one-fifth  of  the  whole  would 
vanifh,  and  the  refiduum  fhould  be 
10,54  meafures.  This  evidently 
proves,  that  pure  inflammable  air  is 
never  decompofed  (unlefs  the  lofs  of 
its  fire  be  called  a  decompofition)  ; 
but  in  tjje  adt  of  inflammation  is  to¬ 
tally  transferred  upon  the  pure  part 
of  refpirable  air  to  which  it  unites. 
Fifthly,  to  obtain  flill  a  clearer  in¬ 
fight  into  this  matter,  I  intreated 
Mr.  Cavallo,  who  is  very  expert  in 
the  management  of  the  blow-pipe, 
as  well  as  in  pneumatic  experiments, 
to  repeat  this  experiment  in  my  la¬ 
boratory.  We  accordingly  filed  a 
tube  1  o,  5  inches  long,  and  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  in¬ 
flammable  air  from  iron  received 
over  mercury,  and  having  made 
the  tube  red-hot  throughout  and 
black,  and  -  Softened  it  fo  far  as  to 
endanger  the  efeape  of  the  air,  we 
opened  it  on  mercury.  The  air  was 
dimini flied  only  one-tenth,  and  in¬ 
flamed  with  an  explofion  as  loud  as 
an  equal  quantity  of  the  fame  in¬ 
flammable  air  that  had  not  been 
heated. 

“  The  only  queftion  that  remains 
•then  is,  whence  the  phlogifticated 
air  proceeded  which  Dr.  Prieftley 
mentions  to  have  found  ?  The  cir- 
<g  urn  fiance  of  his  experiment  would 
furnifh  a  plauflble  anfwer ;  but  the 
dobtpr  has  lately  informed  me,  that 
he:  believes  the  air  was  really  inflam¬ 
mable,  but  being  a  very  final  1  quan¬ 


tity  efcaped  before  the  flame  could 
be  applied. 

“  it  feems,  therefore,  fufficiently 
proved,  that  inflammable  air  puri¬ 
fied  from  the  acids  or  other  fubftances 
that  expel  it  from  its  bafis,  and  alfo 
from  all  particles  of  the  body  to 
which  it  was  originally  united,  fuch 
as  inflammable  air  from  metals  re¬ 
ceived  on  mercury,  and  well  wafhed 
in  lime-water,  is  one  and  the  fame 
fubflance  with  phlogifton,  differing 
only  in  quantity  of  fire,  inflamma¬ 
ble  air  containing  nearly  the  fame 
quantity  of  this  element  as  the  fame 
bulk  of  atmolpheric  air,  as  Dr. 
Crawford  has  found  by  fame  late 
experiments,  an  account  of  which 
will  faon  be  laid  before  the  public. 
This  does  not  contradidl  that  moff 
important  difeovery  of  this  ingeni¬ 
ous  philofopher,  that  fire  and  phlo¬ 
gifton  repel  each  other :  the  mean* 
ing  of  this  being  only,  that  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  phlogifton  to  any  fub¬ 
ftance,  as  to  refpirable  air,  dephlogif- 
ticated  acids,  metallic  calces,  expels 
part  of  the  fire  already  contained  in 
I uch  fubftance  ;  and,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  by  the  removal  of  phlogifton 
from  any  fubftance,  the  quantity  of 
fire  abforbed  by  fuch  fubftance  is 
increafed. 

u  It  may  appear  extraordinary,, 
fuppofing  inflatnmable  air  and  phlo¬ 
gifton  to  be  the  fame  fubftance,  that 
inflammable  air  fhould  mix  fo  eafily 
with  water,  whereas  phlogifton  con- 
ftantly  repels  and  is  repelled  by  it  ; 
but  this  entirely  depends  on  the  ftate 
of  this  fame  fubftance,  which,  when 
fixed  and  concrete,  is  called  phlogif¬ 
ton,  and,  when  rarified  gji  aeriform, 
inflammable  air.  In  this  latter  ftate 
it  mixes  with  water  in  proportion  to 
its  rarefaction,  as  it  even  does  in  the 
iefs  denfe  forms  of  its  concrete  ftate  ; 
thus  aether  is  totally  abforbed  by  ten 
times  its  weight  of  water.  The  ani- 
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snal  oil  of  Dippel  mixes  intirely 
with  water  ;  fo  does  pure  petrol, 
and  efiential  oils  frequently  diitiiled, 
and  the  fpiritus  redor  of  plants* 

44  Much  more  remains  to  be  faid 
of  the  different  dates  of  phlogifton 
from  its  moft  rarefied  known  date, 
viz.  that  of  inflammable  air,  to  its  mod 
condenfed  date,  that  in  which  it  is 
combined  with  metallic  earths,  &c. 
I  have  already  diltinguiflred  eight 
intermediate  dates*  each  differing 
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from  the  other  by  the  portion  of  ele¬ 
mentary  fire  they  contain,  this  quan¬ 
tity  being,  as  far  I  can  judge  diredt- 
tyj  as  the  rarefaction  of  the  phlo- 
gidon  ;  but  thefe  refearches  are  fo¬ 
reign  to  my  prefent  fubjedh  I  ihall 
only  remark,  that  phlogifton,  in  a 
date  perhaps  ioo  times  rarer  than 
inflammable  air,  and  confequently 
containing  much  more  fire,  may  pot* 
fibly  conditute  the  electric  fluid.” 


Account  of  a  NEW  'KIND  of  RAIN.  By  Count  de  Gicjeni. 
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„  [From  the  fame  Work.] 


€e  ^FHE  morn*inS  bf  the  24th  in- 
1  dant  there  appeared  here  a 
mod  lingular  phenomenon.  Every 
place,  expofed  to  the  air,  was  found 
wet  with  a  coloured  cretaceous  grey 
water,  which,  after  evaporating  and 
filtrating  away,  left  every  place  co¬ 
vered  with  it  to  the  height  of  two  or 
three  lines  ;  and  all  the  iron-work 
that  was  touched  by  it  became 
tufty. 

44  The  public,  inclined  to  the 
marvellous,  fancied  various  caufes 
of  this  rain,  and  began  to  fear  for 
the  animals  and  vegetables, 

44  In  places  where  rain  water  was 
ufed,  they  abftained  from  it :  feme 
fufpedting  vitriolic  principles  to  be 
mixed  with  it,  and  others  predicting 
dome  epidemical  diforder.  * 

44  Thofe  who  had  obferved  the 
explofions  of  Etna  twenty  days  and 
inore  before,  were  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  originated  from  one  of  them,, 
The  ihower  extended  from  N .  | 
ISLE,  to  S.  S.W.  over  the  fields, 
about  70  miles  in  a  right  line  frofii 
the  vertex  of  Etna. 

44  There  is  nothing  new  in  vol¬ 
canos  bavihg  thrown  up  land,  and 
.  1782* 


alfo  ftdnes,  by  the  violent  expan  five, 
force  generated  within  them,  which 
fand  has  been  carried  by  the  wind 
to  diftant  regions. 

44  But  the  colour  and  fubtilty  of 
the  matter  occafioned  doubts  con¬ 
cerning  its  origin  ;  which  increafed 
from  the  remarkable  circumftance  of 
the  water  in  which  it  came  iiicon 
porated  ;  for  which  reafons  fome 
other  principle  or  origin  was  fuf- 
peCted, 

44  It  became,  therefore,  neceffary 
by  all  means  to  afeertain  the  nature 
of  this  matter,  in  order  to  be  con - 
vinced  of  its  origin,  and  of  the 
feCls  it  might  produce.  This  could 
not  be  done  without  the  help  of  a 
chemical  analyfis.  •  To  do  this  then 
with  certainty,  I  endeavoured  to 
colled  this  rain  from  places -where 
it  was  mod  probable  no  heterogene¬ 
ous  matter  would  be  mixed  with  it. 

I  therefore  chofe  the  plant  called 
Irajfica  capitate  which  having  large 
and  turned-up  leaves,  they  contained 
enough  of  this  coloured  water  :  ma¬ 
ny  of  thefe  I  emptied  into  a  veflel* 
and  left  the  contents  to  fettle  till  the 

water  became  dean 
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44  This  being  feparated  into  an¬ 
other  veffel,  I  tried  it  with  vegetable 
alkaline  liquors  and  mineral  acids  ; 
but  could  obferve  no  decompoiition 
by  either*  I  then  evaporated  the 
water  in  order  to  reunite  the  fub- 
Rancefr  that  might  be  in  folution  ; 
and  touching  it  again  with  the  afore- 
laid  liquors,  it  (hewed  a  flight  effer- 
vefcence  with  the  acids.  When  tried 
with  the  fyrup  of  violets,  this  be¬ 
came  a  pale  green  ;  fo  that  I  was 
perfuaded  it  contained  a  calcareous 
fait.  With  the  decoction  of  galls 
no  precipitation  was  produced. 

“  The  matter  being  afterwards 
dried  in  the  fhade,  it  appeared  a  very 
fubtile,  fine  earth,  of  a  cretaceous 
colour,  but  inert,  from  having  been 
diluted  by  the  rain. 

44  i  next  thought  of  calcining  it 
with  a  flow  fire,  and  it  affuraed  the 
colour  of  a  brick.  A  portion  of 
this  being  put  into  a  crucible,  I  ap¬ 
plied  to  it  a  flronger  heat,  by  which 
it  loft  alinoft  all  its  acquired  colour. 
Again,  I  expofed  a  portion  of  this 
for  a  longer  time  to  a  very  violent 
heat  (from  which  a  vitrification 
might  be  expected)  ;  it  remained 
however  quite  foft,  and  was  eafily 
bruifed,  but  returned  to  its  original 
dufky  colour. 

44  From  the  moft  accurate  obfer- 
vations  of  the  frnoke  from  the  three 
calcinations,  I  could  not  difcover 
cither  colour  or  lfnell  that  indicated 
any  arfenicai  or  fulphureous  mix¬ 
ture. 

44  Having  therefore  calcined  this 

O 

matter  in  three  portions,  with  three 
different  degrees  of  fire,  I  prefen-ted 
a  good  magnet  to  each  ;  it  did  not 
aft  either  on  the  firft  or  fecond  ;  a 
flight  attraction  was  vifible  in  many 
places  on  the  third  :  this  perfuaded 
me,  that  this  earth  contains  a  ma  r 
ti'al  principle  in  a  metallic  form,  and 
not  in  a  vitriolic  fubftance. 

44  The  nature  of  thefe  fubftances 


then  being  difeovered,  their  votea* 
nic  origin  appears  j  for  iron,  the 
more  it  is  expofed  to  violent  calci¬ 
nation,  the  moi'fe  it  is  divided,  by 
the  lofs  of  its  phlogiftic  principle  ; 
which  cannot  naturally  happen  but 
in  the  great  chimney  of  a  volcano* 
Calcareous  fait,  being  a  marine  fait 
combined  with  a  calcareous  fubftance 
by  means  of  violent  heat,  cannot 
be  otherwife  compofed  than  in  a  vol¬ 
cano. 

44  As  to  their  dreaded  effects  on 
animals  and  vegetables,  every  one 
knows  the  advantageous  ufe,  in  me¬ 
dicine,  both  of  the  one  and  the 
other,  and  this  in  the  fame  form  as 
they  are  thus  prepared  in  the  great 
laboratory  of  nature. 

44  Vegetables,  even  in  flower,  do 
not  appear  in  the  leaft  macerated, 
which  has  formerly  happened  from 
only  fhowers  of  fand. 

44  How  this  volcanic  production 
came  to  be  mixed  with  water  may 
be  conceived  in  various  ways. 

44  Etna,  about  its  middle  regions, 
is  generally  furrounded  with  clouds, 
that  do  not  always  rife  above  its 
fummit,  which  is  2900  paces  above 
the  level  of  the  fea.  This  matter 
being  thrown  out,  and  defeending 
upon  the  clouds  below  it,  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  mix  and  fall  in  rain  with  them 
in  the  ufual  way.  It  may  alfo  be 
conjectured,  that  the  thick  frnoke 
which  the  volcanic  matter  contained 
might,  by  its  rarefaction,  be  carried 
in  the  atmofpbere  by  the  winds, 
over  that  traCl  of  country  ;  and  then, 
cooling  fo  as  to  condenfe  and  be¬ 
come  fpecifically  heavier  than  the 
air,  might  defeend  in  that  coloured 
rain. 

44  I  muft,  however,  leave  to  phi- 
lofophers  (to  whom  the  knowlcge  of 
natural  agents  belongs)  the  examina¬ 
tion  and  explanation  of  fuch  phe-* 
nomena,  confining  myfelf  to  ohfer- 
vation  and  chemical  experiments.** 

Of 
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Of  the  QUANTIFY  of  WATER  evaporated  from  the  Surface of  chtf 

EARTH,  in  HOT  WEATHER. 

/ 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Chemical  Essays.  By  Dr.  Watson* 

Bifhop  of  Landaff.] 


«c  ER  E  are  many  opera- 

X  tions  conftantly  carrying  on 
by  natural  means,  which,  though 
they  efcape  the  ordinary  obfervation 
of  our  fenfes,  fufficiently  excite  our 
adonifhment  when  once  difcovered. 
The  vaft  quantity  of  a  particular 
kind  of  air,  with  which  the  atmof- 
phere  is  daily  impregnated,  from  the 
combudion  of  all  forts  of  fuel,  is 
one  indance  of  this'  kind  ;  and  the 
water  which  is  raifed  into  the  at- 
mofphere  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  is  another.  Who  would  have 
conjectured  that  an  acre  of  ground, 
even  after  having  been  parched  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun  in  fu miner,  dil- 
perfed  into  the  air  above  1600  gal¬ 
lons  of  water  in  the  fpace  of  twelve 
of  the  hotted  hours  of  the  day  ?  No 
vapour  is  feen  to  afcend,  and  we 
little  fuppofe  that  in  the  hotted  part 
of  the  day,  more  ufually  does  afcend 
than  in  any  other.  The  experiment 
from  which  I  draw  this  concludou, 
is  fo  eafy  to  be  made,  that  every  one 
may  fatisfy  himfelf  of  the  truth  of 
it.  On  the  2d  of  June,  1779,  when 
the  fun  fhone  bright  and  hot,  I  put  a 
large  drinking  giafs,  with  its  mouth 
downwards,  upon  a  grafs-plat  which 
was  mown  dole  ;  there  had  been  no 
rain  for  above  a  month,  and  the  grafs 
was  become  brown  ;  in  lefs  than  two 
minutes  the  infide  of  the  giafs  was 
clouded  with  a  vapour,  and  in  half 
an  hour  drops  of  water  began  to 
trickle  down  its  infide,  in  various 
places.  This  experiment  was  re¬ 
peated  feveral  times  with  the  dime 
fuccefs. 


ii  That  I  might  accurately  edi* 
mate  the  quantity,  thus  railed,  in 
any  certain  portion  of  time,  I  mea- 
fured  the  area  of  the  mouth  of  the 
giafs,  and  found  it  to  be  20  fquare 
inches :  there  are  1 296  fquare  inches 
in  a  fquare  yard,  and  4840  fquare 
yards  in  a  datute  acre :  hence,  if 
we  can  find  the  means  of  meafuring 
the  quantity  of  vapour  raifed  from 
20  fquare  inches  of  earth,  fuppofe 
in  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  it  will 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  calculate  the 
quantity  which  would  be  raifed, 
with  the  fame  degree  of  heat  from 
an  acre  in  12  hours.  The  method 
I  took  to  meafure  the  quantity  of 
vapour,  was  not  perhaps  the  mod  ac¬ 
curate  which  might  be  thought  of, 
but  it  was  fimple  and  eafy  to  be  prac- 
tifed  :  when  the  giafs  had  dood  on 
the  grafs-plat  one  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  had  collected  a  quantity 
of  vapour,  I  wiped  its  inlide  with 
a  piece  of  muffin,  the  weight  of 
which  had  been  previoufly  taken  ; 
as  foon  as  the  giafs  was  wiped  dry, 
the  muflin  was  weighed  again,  its 
increafe  of  weight  fhewed  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  vapour  which  had  been  col¬ 
lected.  The  medium  increafe  of 
weight,  from  feveral  experiments 
made  on  the  fame  day,  between  1  2 
and  'x,  o’clock,  was  6  grains  collected  * 
in  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  from  20 
fquare  inches  of  earth.  If  the  read¬ 
er  takes  the  trouble  to  make  the  cal¬ 
culation,  he  will  find  that  above 
1600  gallons,  reckoning  8  pints  ro 
a  gallon,  and  edimating  the  weight 
of  a  pint  of  water  at  one  pound 
/  2  aver* 
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verdupoife,  or  7000  grains  troy 
weight,  would  be  railed,  at  the  rate 
here  mentioned,  from  an  acre  of 
ground  in  12  hours. 

44  It.may  eafiiy  be  conceived  that 
the  quantity  thus  elevated,  will  be 
greater  when  the  ground  has  been 
well  leaked  with  rain,  provided  the 
heat  be  the  fame  ;  I  did  not  happen 
to  mark  the  heat  of  the  ground  when 
I  made  the  forementioned  experi¬ 
ments  ;  the  two  following  are  more 
fubifantial :  the  ground  had  been 
wetted  the  day  before  I  made  therfl, 
by  a  thunder-blower,  the  heat  of 
the  earth  at  the  time  of  making 
them,  eftimated  by  a  thermometer 
laid  on  the  grafs,  was  96  degrees  ; 
one  experiment  gave  1973  gallons 
from  an  acre  in  1 2  hours,  the  other 
gave  1903.  Another  experiment, 
made  when  there  had  been  no  rain 
for  a  week,  and  the  heat  of  the 
earth  was  no  degrees,  gave  after 
the  rate  of  280O  gallons  from  an 
acre  in  12  hours;  the  earth  was 
hotter  than  the  air,  as  it  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  refledion  of  the  fun’s 
Jays  from  a  brick  wall. 

“  The  heat  in  Bengal  in  the  fum- 
mer  months  is  variable,  in  the  {hade 
from  98  to  1 20  degrees,  and  in  the 
fun  it  probably  does  not  fall  {lion  of 
340  degrees  :  hence,  after  the  earth 
has  been  well  drenched  by  the  over¬ 
flowing  of  the  Ganges,  immenfe 
quantities  of  vapours  mud  be  daily 
raifed,  to  the  amount,  perhaps,  of 
five  or  bx  thoufand  gallons  from  an 
acre,  in  twenty  four  hours.  The 
rainy  feafon  in  Bengal  lads  from  the 
beginning  of  June  to  the  middle  of 
©cfober  :  all  this  interval  is  condder- 
ed  as  an  unhealthy  lime,  but  efpe- 
eially  the  latter  part  of  it ;  for  then 
the  earth  begins  to  grow  dry,  the 
dime  left  upon  its  furface,  confiding 
of  decayed  vegetables  and  other  pu- 
trefeent  bodies,  begins  to  corrupt, 
and  the  fun  by  its  violent  and  con¬ 


tinued  adion  raifes  up  into  the  air* 
not  a  pure  water,  but  water  impreg¬ 
nated  with  putrid  panicles  of  all 
kinds. 

44  Whether  a  merely  mold  fitua- 
tion  be  unwholefome  may  be  much 
quedioned  :  but  that  moihure  arifing 
from  earth  or  water  in  a  date  of  pu- 
trefadionj  is  fo,  cannot  well  be 
doubted.  The  overflowing  of  the 
Nile  puts  a  bop  to  the  plague  in 
Egypt,  inafimuch,  probably,  as  it 
puts  a  dop  to  the  putrefadion  of 
the  canals  in  Grand  Cairo  and  other 
places.  Agues  and  putrid  fevers  are 
much  more  frequent  in  the  fens  of 
Cambridgedure  and  Lincolndiire  in 
very  dry,  than  in  wet  years ;  the 
Irifb,  who  annually  come  to  reap 
the  harveh  in  the  fens  of  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  have  been  fo  fenfible  of 
the  difference,  that  for  the  three  or 
four  years  lad  pad,  which  have  been 
very  dry,  they  have  entered  upon 
their  talk  with  great  reludance  and. 
apprehendon  of  what  they  call  th© 
fen-diake.  The  States  of  Holland, 
in  the  year  1748,  laid  the  country 
around  Breda  under  water,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  water  to  be  kept  up  till 
the  winter,  in  order  to  dop  a  dek- 
nefs  which  had  arifen  from  the  moid 
and  putrid  exhalations  of  half  drain¬ 
ed  grounds.  The  Arabs  are  laid  to 
take  a  horrid  kind  of  vengeance 
when  they  think  themfelves  injured 
by  the  Turks  at  Badbra ;  they  con¬ 
trive  to  overflow  the  adjoining  coun¬ 
try  :  a  peflilential  fever  begins  to 
fhew  itfelf  as  the  land  begins  to  grow 
dry  by  the  evaporation  of  the  water, 
and  it  rages  with  fuch  violence  as 
to  carry  off  many  thoufands  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city. 

44  The  nature  of  the  foil  mud 
have  a  great  influence  on  the  health 
of  the  people  who  inhabit  it,  fo  far 
as  that  is  dependent  on  the  moihure 
or  dry  nefs  of  the  air.  There  is, 
probably,  as  much  wrater  raifed  into 

tha 


EVAPORATION  of  WATER  in  HOT  WEATHER,  [i  jj] 


the  air,  in  a  hot  day,  from  an  acre 
of  ground  in  the  fens  of  Cambridge- 
■Aire,  as  it  railed  in  two  or  three 
days  from  an  equal  furface  in  the 
dandy  parts  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 
Not  but  the  moft  fandy  country  may 
have  a  very  moid  atmofphere,  when 
water  happens  to  be  found  near  the 
■furface  ;  for  the  heat  of  the  fun 
will  penetrate  through  the  fand,  and 
raiie  the  water  in  vapour,  which  will 
find  an  eader  paffage  through  the 
fand  than  it  would  do  through  a  lefs 
open  foil.  Thus  the  loll  in  fome 
parts  of  Dutch  Brabant  is  a  barren 
fand,  but  water  is  every  where  to 
be  met  with  at  the  depth  of  two  or 
three  feet,  and  in  proportion  to  its 
di dance  from  the  furface  the  inha¬ 
bitants  are  free  from  difeafes. 

-4  Vegetation  mud  be  -greatly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  quantity  of  water 
which  is  raided  from  the  earth  ; 
fome  toils  retain  humidity  much 
longer  than  others,  and  one  great 
ufe  of  marles  and  other  manures,  is 
to  render  the  foil  on  which  they  are 
put  lefs  liable  to  be  deprived  of  its 
moidure  by  the  heat  of  fummer. 
The  water,  in  afeending  from  the 
bofom  of  the  earth,  moidens  the 
roots,  and  in  being  diffolved  in  the 
air,  it  affords  nutriment  to  the 
branches  of  vegetables ;  but  as  ve¬ 
getation  may.be  injured  either  by  a 
defeat,  or  an  excels  of  moidure, 
and  as  different  plants  require  diffe¬ 
rent  quantities  of  it,  for  attaining 
their  utmod  perfection,  it  merits  the 
attentive  obfervation  of  the  farmer,  to 
fuit  his  plants  and  his  manures  to 
the  nature  of  the  foil.  There  are 
many  fandy  and  limedone  foils, 
which  are  covered  aimed  with  flints 
or  limedone  pebbles  ;  the  crop  of 
corn  would,  probably,  be  lefs,  if 
thefe  dones  were  removed  *  for  they 
are  ferviceable,  not  only  in  flicker¬ 
ing  the  find  germs  of  the  plant  from 
putting  winds,  but  they  impede  tfye 


efcape  of  moidure  from  the  earth  ; 
the  afeending  vapour  drikes  upon 
that  furface  of  the  done  which  is 
contiguous  to  the  earth,  and  is  there¬ 
by  condenfed,  and  thus  its  further 
afeent  is  for  a  time,  at  lead,  pre¬ 
vented. 

Upon  the  fame  grafs-plat,  and 
contiguous  to  the  glafs  ufed  in  the 
experiments,  I  placed  a  diver  cup, 
with  its  mouth  downwards,  of  a 
fhape  fimilar  to  that  of  the  glafs, 
and  nearly  of  the  fame  dimenfians  ; 
but  I  could  never  obferve  that  its 
infide  had  eollefted  the  lead  particle 
of  vapour,  though  I  frequently  let 
it  Hand  on  the  grafs  for  half  an 
hour,  or  more. 

44  By  means  of  a  little  bees’  wax, 
I  fadened  an  half  crown  very  near, 
but  not  quite  contiguous,  to  the  dde 
of  the  glafs,  and  letting  the  glafs, 
with  its  mouth  downwards,  on  the 
grafs,  it  prefently  became  covered 
with  vapour,  except  that  part  of  it 
which  was  near  to  the  half  crown. 
Not  only  the  half  crown  itfelf 
was  free  from  vapour,  but  it  had 
hindered  any  from  fettling  on  the 
glafs  which  was  near  it,  for  theft 
was  a  little  ring  of  glafs  fufround- 
ing  the  half  crown  to  the  didance 
of  \  of  an  inch  which  was  quite 
dry,  as  well  as  that  part  of  the  glafs 
which  was  immediately  under  the 
hali  crown  ;  it  feemed  as  if  the  di¬ 
ver  had  repelled  the  water  to  that 
didance.  A  large  red  wafer  had  the 
fame  effedt  as  the  half  crown  ;  it 
was  neither  wetted  itfelf,  nor  was 
the  ring  of  glafs  contiguous  to  it 
wetted.  A  circle  of  white  paper 
produced  the  fame  effedl,  fo  did  fe- 
veral  other  fubdances,  which  it 
would  be  tedious  to  enumerate, 

44  Thefe  phenomena,  refpedHng 
the  different  difpofitions  of  different 
bodies  to  attradf  the  riling  vapour, 
are  fimilar  to  what  others  have  taken 
notice  of  concerning  the  falling  of 
/  3  ^  clew* 
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dew,  and  are,  probably,  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  upon  the  fame  principles, 
whatever  they  may  be.  Mufchen- 
broek  placed  on  the  leaden  terras  of 
the  obfervatory  at  Utrecht  veffels  of 
glafs,  china,  varnifhed  wood,  polilh- 
ed  brafs,  and  pewter  ;  he  found  that 
in  the  couri’e  of  a  night  the  glafs, 
china,  and  varnifhed  wood,  had  col¬ 
lected  a  great  abundance  of  dew, 
but  that  not  a  drop  had  fallen  on 
any  of  the  poliflied  metals.  M.  du 
Eay  expofed  to  the  air,  when  the 
dew  was  falling,  two  large  funnels, 
one  made  of  glafs,  the  other  of  po¬ 
ll  tired  pewter  ;  the  necks  of  the  fun¬ 
nels  being  inierted  into  veffels  pro¬ 
per  to  retain  any  moifture  which 
might  be  collected  by  them  :  he 
lometimes  found  in  the  morning  that 
the  veffel  under  the  glafs  funnel  con¬ 
tained  an  ounce  or  more  of  water, 
but  he  never  obferved  fo  much  as 
a  drop  in  the  other. 

4<  A  great  part  of  the  water  which 
is  raifed  into  the  air  from  the  perfpi- 
ration  of  the  earth,  during  a  hot 
day,  defcends  down  again  upon  its 
fur  face  in  the  courfe  of  the  night; 
and  this  is  the  reafon  that  the  dews 
are  the  greatefl  in  the  hotted  wea¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  hotted  climates. 
The  earth  retains  the  heat  it  receives 
in  confequence  of  the  fun’s  aCtion 
longer  than  the  air  does  ;  water, 
moreover,  is  evaporable  in  all  de¬ 
grees  of  heat  ;  hence  water  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  rife  from  the  earth,  when 
the  air,  being  cooled  by  the  abfence 
of  the  fun,  is  no  longer  able  to  fuf- 
tain  what  is  thus  raifed,  or  to  retain 
what  it  had  taken  up  during  the  day¬ 
time,  and  a  dew  from  thefe  different 
caufes,  may,  under  certain  circum- 
Ifances,  be  found  both  to  rife  and 
fall  during  the  whole  night. 

Egypt,  at  one  feafon  of  the 
year,  is  fo  parched  up  by  the  heat, 
that  the  furiace  of  the  ground  be- 

O 

comes  quite  rugged  with  hffyrcs ;  at 


this  time  the  dew,  proceeding  from 
the  vapour  exhaled  from  the  earth* 
is  very  plentiful,  and  by  its  plenty 
prevents  the  total  deftruCtion  of  the 
country.  “  This  dew  is  particularly 
ferviceable  to  the  trees,  which  would 
otherwife  never  be  able  to  re  lift  the 
heat ;  but  with  this  affiftance  they 
thrive  very  well,  bloffom  and  ripen 
their  fruit.  Therefore,  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Egyptian  trees,  at  one 
time  of  the  year,  do  the  office  of 
roots,  attracting  nourifhment  by  their 
abforhent  veffels,  the  leaves,  from 
the  moift  air.” 

“  The  quantity  of  water  which 
was  condenled  on  the  inlide  of  the 
glafs,  I  found  to  be  accurately  pro¬ 
portionable  to  the  time  during  which 
it  flood  on  the  grafs ;  for  in  one  ex¬ 
periment  6  grains  were  colledted  in 
10  minutes,  and  in  another  15  grains 
were  collected  in  25  minures  ;  now 
the  proportion  of  6  to  10  is  the  fame 
as  that  of  15  to  25. 

16  In  order  to  fee  whether  the  co¬ 
pious  vapour  colledted  by  the  glafs 
was  owing  to  the  natural  perforation 
of  the  grafs,  or  to  a  kind  of  mecha¬ 
nical  diftillation  from  the  body  of 
the  earth,  I  put  the  glafs  upon  a 
foot-path  u'hich  was  dry,  and  had  no 
grafs  growing  upon  it,  the  vapour 
rofe  from  the  foot-path  as  well  as 
from  the  grafs,  but  not  fo  abun¬ 
dantly, 

“  From  what  has  been  advanced, 
it  may,  probably,  be  juftly  inferred, 
that  the  air  contiguous  to,  or  not 
far  removed  from,  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  whether  that  furface  be  plain 
or  mountainous,  barren,  or  covered 
with  vegetables,  will,  be  much  more 
loaded  with  the  vapour  which  arifes 
cenftantly  from  the  earth,  than  that 
which  is  at  the  diffance  of  even  a 
few  yards  from  the  furface.  This 
point  may  be  illuftrated  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hypothelis. — JSuppofe  the 
earth  to  be  a  globe  of  rock  fait,  and 
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to  be  covered  with  water  to  the 
height  of  a  utile  ;  imagine  the  wa¬ 
ter  to  be  divided  into  four  fpherical 
fhells,  each  f  of  a  mile  in  thicknefs. 
Now  the  firft  {hell,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  contiguous  to  the  furface 
of  the  fait,  would  foon  faturate  itfelf 
with  the  fait,  and  becoming  thereby 
heavier  than  the  water  at  a  greater 
diftance,  it  would  not,  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  motion  of  the  winds  and  tides, 
foon  mix  itfelf  with  the  whole  mafs 
of  water  ;  but  it  'would  contain  far 
more  fait  in  folution  than  the  fecond 
fhell,  and  the  fecond  would  contain 
more  than  the  third,  and  the  third 
more  than  the  fourth.  Let  us  far¬ 
ther  fuppofe  the  fait  contained  in  the 
whole  of  the  water  to  be  precipitat¬ 
ed,  and  the  precipitation  to  begin 
from  the  lliell  fartheft  removed  from 
the  furface  of  the  earth ;  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  quantify  of  the  pre¬ 
cipitate  wall  increafe,  not  fimply 
with  the  increafe  of  fpace  through 
which  it  has  defcended,  but  in  a 
much  higher  proportion,  inafmuch 
as  the  laft  {hell,  through  which  it 
defcends,  may  be  fuppoled  to  con¬ 
tain  three  or  four  times  as  much 
fait  as  the  uppermost.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  it  feems  reafonable  to  luppofe 
that  the  air  which  is  near  the  furface 
of  the  earth  will  be  greatly  more 
charged  with  water,  which  it  dif- 
foives  as  water  diffolves  fait,  than 
that  which  is  htuated  at  the  di {lance 
of  even  a  few  yards  from  the  fur¬ 
face. 

64  Dr.  Heberden  was  the  firft  per- 
fon  who  took  notice,  that  a  much 
lafger  quantity  of  rain  falls  into  a 
rain-gage  lituated  near  the  iurface  of 
the  earth,  than  into  one  of  the  fame 
dimenfions  lituated  a  few  yards  above 
it;  and  he  thinks  that  this  differ¬ 
ence  is  to  be  explained  from  fome 
unknown  property  of  eleCtricity, 
The  fa£t  is  placed  beyond  contro- 
v^rfy,  bv  experiments  which  have 


been  made  at  various  places :  at 
Liverpool  in  particular  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  ii  a  veffel  handing 
on  the  ground  in  a  fpacious  garden, 
received  double  the  quantity  of  rain 
which  fell  into  another  veflei  of 
equal  dimenfions,  placed  near  the 
fame  fpot,  but  eighteen  yards  high* 
er.”  I  am  far  from  thinking  that 
the  foregoing  obfervations,  relative 
to  the  quantities  of  water  contained 
in  equal  bulks  of  air  at  different 
heights  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  contain  a  fatisfa&ory  expla¬ 
nation  of  this  phenomenon  ;  yet  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  rain-gages 
placed  at  equal  difiances  from  the 
furface  of  the  earth,  collected  near¬ 
ly  equal  quantities  of  rain,  though 
one  of  them  was  fituated  on  a  plain, 
and  the  other  on  a  mountain  430 
yards  in  height  above  the  plain : 
this  obfervation  is  fome  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  hypothefis  which  has 
been  mentioned,  as  on  that  fuppo- 
fition  it  follows,  that  the  air  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  is  equally  impregnated 
with  water,  other  circumftances  be¬ 
ing  the  fame,  and  therefore  equal 
quantities  of  rain  ought  to  be  col¬ 
lected  by  veffeis  placed  at  equal  di- 
ftances  from  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; 
though  according  to  the  fame  fup- 
pofition,  a  much  larger  quantity 
ought  to  be  collected  by  a  veffel 
placed  on  the  furface,  than  by  one 
placed  a  few  yards  above  it.  Thus 
this  hypothefis,  admitting  its  truth, 
(which  future  experiments  will  per¬ 
haps  eftablifh)  feems  as  if  it  were 
fuffieient  for  explaining  the  pheno¬ 
menon  ;  I  would  fee  underftood  how¬ 
ever  to  mention  it  with  much  diffi¬ 
dence,  and  were  I  as  much  {killed  in 
electricity,  as  the  very  worthy  and 
ingenious  perfon,  who  firft  noticed 
the  faCt,  is  in  every  branch  of  natural 
philofophy,  I  might  probably  have 
fccii  reafon,  not  to  mention  it  all.'5 
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The  SAXONS  not  fo  generally  deprived  of  their  LANDS  by 
WILLIAM  the  CONQUEROR,  as  is  commonly  imagined.  An 
Extract  from  Mr.  Brooke’s  Account  of  a  Saxon  Infcription  in 
Aldborough  Church. 

[From  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  Archaeologia,  or  Miscellaneous 

Tracts  relating  to  Antiquity.] 


£s  T/Everal  authors  have  endea- 
*3  voured  tp  prove,  that  the  iet- 
tlement  of  the  crown  of  England 
on  William  I.  was  by  the  general 
confent  of  the  people,  and  not  by 
force,  and  that  he  came  not  to  de¬ 
prive  the  Englifh  of  their  rights, 
but  to  difpoffeis  thofe  who  unjuftly 
were  enjoying  any  land  to  the  dif- 
herifon  of  the  king  and  his  crown ; 
and  we  find  this  opinion  prevailed 
in  very  early  ages,  when  much 
better  evidence  remained  of  the  fa£t 
than  we  cap  now  poffibly  have. 

“  The  ftory  of  Edwin  the  Saxon, 
related  by  Spelman,  is  well  known; 
who  being,  before  the  Con  quell, 
ppffeffed  of  the  cable  of  Sharnborne, 
in  Norfolk,  William  gave  it  to 
Warren,  a  Norman  ;  on  which  Ed^ 
win  comes  into  open  court,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  king  demands  his  right,  tells 
him  it  did,  de  jure,  belong  to  him, 
upon  this  reafon  of  law,  for  that 
be  had  never  taken  up  arms  again!! 
the  king,  either  before  his  arrival 
or  iince  ;  whereupon  the  king,  vin¬ 
culo  juramenti  aftriflus,  gave  judg¬ 
ment  of  right  again!!  the  Norman, 
and  Edwin  recovered  the  lordfhip* 

“  Many  othep  inflances  of  a 
like  tendency  are  related  by  Mr. 
Fetyt,  in  his  Ancient  Rights  of 
the  Commons  of  England  afleru 


ed ;  and  by  Atwood,  in  his  Jus 
Anglorum  ab  Antiquo ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  it  is  not  poflibie  to  fuppofe 
that  fo  numerous  a  people  as  the 
Anglo-Saxons  were,  would  have  dif¬ 
fered  themfelves  to  be  held  in  fub- 
jedtion  by  the  fmall  force  the  Nor¬ 
man  brought  hither,  if  the  confe- 
quence  was  to  be  a  total  deprivation 
of  their  property.  The  end  of  alf 
government  is  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  wife  and  wealthy  men, 
in  all  ages,  have  been  for  fupporting 
that  power  which  could  beft  protect 
their  property,  and  of  courfe  have 
been  averfe  to  revolutions,  which  in, 
civilized  ftates  have  generally  been 
brought  about  by  the  profligate  and 
needy  :  the  Saxons  had  long  buffer¬ 
ed  by  a  divided  heptarchy,  and  under 
the  Danes,,  and  wifely  considered, 
that  it  was  better  policy  to  part  with 
a  fmall  portion  of  their  property  to 
William,  in  order  to  add  ilrength 
to  his  arms  for  the  protection  of  the 
reft,  than  by  an  imprudent  oppofi- 
tion  endanger  the  whole,  indeed, 
it  may  be  faid,  that  when  the  gene¬ 
ral  furvey  was  made,  the  Normans 
were  the  only  tenants  in  capite, 
which,  except  in  a  few  inftances,  is 
true  ;  but  this  tenure  feems  to  have 
been  more  honorary  than  beneficial, 
and  the  real  property  of  the  land  to 
1  hav^ 
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have  been  veiled  in  the  valvafors,who 
held  under  them,  and  were  chiefly 
Saxons  :  the  magnates,  or  fuperior 
lords,  feem  only  to  have  received  a 
frnall  acknowledgment,  and  to  have 
fuperintended  thofe  aiftridts,  which 
they  are  in  Doom fday-Book  laid  to 
have  held  of  the  king.  And  in  the 
courfe  of  my  refearches  in  thefe 
fubjedis,  various  inftances  have  oc¬ 
curred,  not  onlv  where  the  Saxons 
poiTelfed  lands  before  the  Conqueft, 
and  held  the  fame  of  a  Norman  as 


tenant  in  capite  after  ;  but  where 
they  have  been  deprived  of  an  eftate 
in  one  place,  and  had  a  much  lar¬ 
ger  given  in  another  ;  where  thofe 
who  had  none  before  had  elhates 
granted,  and  where  their  poflerity 
inherit  the  fame  by  defcent  at  this 
day.  From  all  which  we  may  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  entrance  of  William 
I.  into  this  kingdom  was  more  by 
compact  with  the  people,  than  by 
conqueA  with  the  fword. 


The  COMMENCEMENT  of 
BRITONS  afcertaincd. 


DAY  amcngft  the  SAXONS  and 
By  the  reverend  Mr.  Pegge. 


[From  the  fame  WorK.J 


€&  rr^HE  beginning  of  day  among  ft 
Jl  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans  (meaning  by  a  day  the 
pepoy,  or  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours,  accompli flied  by  a  Angle  re¬ 
solution  of  the  fun,  to  fpeak  vul¬ 
garly)  feems  to  be  very  clearly  unr 
der flood  and  determined,  and  is  of 
great  ufe  and  importance  in  regard 
to  the  innumerable  paffages  of  their 
authors. 

44  The  fame  may  be  laid  in  refpedt 
of  the  Hebrews  ;  but  as  to  the  Bri¬ 
tons  and  Saxons,  the  matter  appears 
to  be  very  dubious  and  uncertain, 
or  at  leaf!  is  made  fo  by  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  a  confiberable  antiquary, 
who  declares,  44  When  our  aneei- 
tors  the  Saxons,  or  before  them  the 
Britons,  began  the  day,  I  have  no 
books  to  inform  me.”  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  point  which  ought  to  be 
afcertained  amongfl  them,  as  well  as 
other  nations,  and  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon  ;  and  therefore  it  fnall.be  the 
bufinefs  of  this  fhort  memoir  to  il- 
1  uft rate  this  doubtful  problem  in  the 
|>eft  manner  I  can,  '  ^ 


44  The  learned  antiquary,  in  the 
uncertainty  under  which  he  labour¬ 
ed,  offers  a  conjecture  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  :  44  but,  from  the  word 
noon ,  I  conceive  one  or  other  of 
them,  if  not  both,  [Britons  and 
Saxons]  began  the  day  at  twelve  of 
the  clock.  The  word  noon,  if  i 
underhand  it  right,  fignifies  as  much 
as  novus  dies.*'"  And  to  make  way 
for  this  new  etymology,  he  rejects 
the  old  one  from  norm,  i.  e.  bora 
nonet ,  fin  thefe  words  :  44  Minfhew, 
I  fee  derived  it  from  bora  nona ,  the 
ninth  canonical  hour,  which  anfwers 
to  our  three  of  the  clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  But  this  derivation  I  can¬ 
not  agree  to,  becaufe  from  time 
immemorial,  the  very  ufe  and  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  the  word  had  been 
otherwife.  For  according  to  the 
common  acceptation,  and  according 
to  the  fenfe  of  all  the  Englhhmen. 
or  books  I  ever  read  or  met  with,  it 
is  as  fully  noon  when  the  fun  hath 
once  reached  the  meridian,  as  when 
the  clock  hath  ftruck  three.” 

4  *.  •  *  *■'  4 
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#<  But  other  authors,  as  well  as 
Minfhew,  and  very  refpeftable  ones, 
deduce  the  word  noon  from  non ; 
as  lir  Henry  Spelman,  bifhop  Ken- 
nett,  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  Many 
write  it  accordingly  none ,  as  Skel¬ 
ton  the  poet,  Hall  in  his  Chronicle, 
and  Dr.  Plott.  The  Saxon  non  hac 
the  fame  original,  and  it  amounts 
to  the  fame  thing,  whether  our  word 
noon  be  the  Saxon  non  or  the  Latin 
nona,i ince  they  both  import  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  day,  and  of  confequence 
had  no  relation  originally  to  the  fun 
in  his  meridonial  altitude,  but  to  the 
ninth  hour,  fuppofing  the  day  to 
begin  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

“  I  conceive  then,  that  this  term 
came  to  denote  the  time  of  dining  ; 
firm,  becaufe  it  was  the  hour  when  in 
failing  people  were  allowed  to  break 
their  fads,  or  the  monks  to  eat  their 
dinner,  which  was  after  noon-fong ; 
and  fecondly,  that  by  an  eafy  abufe, 
or  catachrelis,  the  word  was  brought 
to  fignify  twelve  o’clock,  the  com¬ 
mon  hour  of  dining,  in  all  cafes.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  for  fome  fuch 
reafon,  eleven  o’clock  is  noon  at 
Trent ;  fo  arbitrary  are  things  of 
this  nature. 

44  The  ground  or  foundation  of 
Mr.  Peck’s  conjecture  being  thus 
overturned^  by  edablifhing  the  old 
etymology  of  the  word  noon,  in  op- 
ppfition  to  the  fanciful  one  of  novus 
die;  ;  the  conjecture  itfelf  mud  con- 
fecjuently  fall;  or  at  lead  ■  we  are 
at  liberty  to  invedigate  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  day  among  the 
Saxons  and  Britons  upon  a  different 
and  more  probable  hypothecs.  And 


this,  indeed,  is  the  main  queflion 
in  agitation. 

64  Now  it  fhould  feem  that  the  Sax¬ 
ons  reckoning  by  nights,  and  not  by 
days  (whereby  the  nights  evidently 
preceded  the  days)  their  day  began 
at  evening,  hence  our  fe’nnight  and 
fortnight,  and  fee  Tacitus,  Dut 
Frefne,  fir  Thomas  Brown,  Verde- 
gan,  and  Thorefby. 

44  As  to  the  Britons,  dill  more  anci¬ 
ently  their  practice  may  be  collected 
with  fome  degree  of  certainty  from 
Caefar’s  Commentaries,  where  it  ap» 
pears  that  the  Gauls  began  their  day 
at  the  fame  time  as  the  Saxons  did* 
viz.  with  the  evening  ;  and  it  is  al¬ 
ways  allowable  to  argue  from  the 
cudoms  of  the  Gauls  to  thofe  of 
our  ifland  Britons,  where  it  follows, 
that  thefe  lad  began  their  day  at  the 
fame  time.  But  though  this  may 
feem  to  be  fufficiently  conclufive,  1 
fhall  neverthelefs  refer  you,  as  a  far¬ 
ther  fupport  of  the  argument  to  Mr. 
Camden,  Sheringham,  Sammes, 
Wilkins,  Richard’s  Britifli  DICtion- 
ary,  and  the  following  infertion  in 
Du  Frefne,  concerning  the  Armori- 
cans,  44  Armorici  Seifun  vel  Sei- 
fliun,  i.  e.  feptem  fomni,  dicunt 
pro  feptimana,  et  henos  vel  henoas 
pro  hodie,  quod  proprie  hac  noCte 
fignificat.”  I  fhall  only  add  for  a 
conclufion,  that  this  argument  from 
nights  preceding  day,  both  among 
the  Saxons  and  Britons,  will  appear 
very  forcible  to  all  thofe  who  infer 
from  the  words  of  Moles  in  the  fird 
chapter  of  Genefis,  as  I  think  all 
do,  that  the  Hebrews  began  their 
nufihemeron  vyifh  the  evening.’* 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  ORIGIN  and  ANTIQUITY  of  ROUNB 

CHURCHES.  By  Mr.  EssexT 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


IT  has  long  been  a  common  opi- 

JL  nion  that  the  fynagogues  of 
the  Jews  were  anciently  built  in  a 
circular  form  ;  but  whence  this  no¬ 
tion  arofe  I  cannot  certainly  fay. 
Their  temple  at  Jerufalem  was  not 
of  that  form,  neither  was  the  taber¬ 
nacle  of  Mofes  ;  nor  do  we  rind  the 
modern  Jews  affect  that  figure  in 
building  their  fynagogues.  It  has, 
however,  been  generally  fuppofed, 
that  the  round  church  in  Cambridge, 
that  at  Northampton,  and  feme 
others,  were  built  for  fynagogues, 
by  the  Jews,  while  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  dwell  in  thofe  places ;  but, 
as  no  probable  reafon  can  be  affign- 
ed  for  this  fuppofition,  and  1  think 
it  is  very  certain,  that  the  Jews  who 
were  fettled  in  Cambridge,  had  their 
fynagogue,  and,  probably,  dwelt  to¬ 
gether  in  a  part  of  the  town  ever 
called  the  Jewry ;  fo  we  may  rea- 
fonably  conclude,  the  round  churches 
we  find  in  other  parts  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  were  not  built  by  the  jews  for 
fynagogues,  whatever  the  places 
may  be  called  in  which  they  Hand. 

“  When  the  Chriftian  religion 
was  perfectly  eftablifhed  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  the  Pagan  temples  were 
very  numerous  in  Rome,  and  feve- 
ral  of  them  were  converted  into 
Chrifiian  churches  ;  but  the  greateft 
part  of  them  being  too  final!  for 
that  purpofe,  were  demolifhed,  and 
the  materials  applied  in  erecting 
thofe  churches  which  ConftantinC 
can  fed  to  be  built  at  that  time. 

“  The  temples  built  by  the  Greeks 
and  ancient  Romans  varied  little 
from  their  original  form,  though 
they  cliffereh  in  magnitude  and  or¬ 


naments  ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire  began  to  decline,  that 
they  introduced  that  variety  of  forms 
which  we  find  in  many  of  their 
plans.  Among  the  temples  built  in 
the  latter  ages  of  the  empire,  feme 
were  circular,  and  being  very  large 
and  convenient,  were  given  to  the 
Chriflians  to  be  converted  into 
churches.  Among  thofe,  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Faunus,  built  by  the  emperor 
Claudius,  being  of  the  Iargeft  of  its 
kind,  was  dedicated  to  God  by  pope 
Simplicius  I.  about  the  year  470,  by 
the  name  of  St.  Stephen  :  but  the 
Pantheon,  the  moft  beautiful  circular 
temple  in  Rome,  was  not  repaired 
until  the  year  607,  when  it  was  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  blefied  Virgin  by 
pope  Boniface  iV.  and  three  years  af¬ 
ter  to  All  the  Saints  by  Gregory  IV* 
“  The  churches  built  at  Rome  in 
the  fourth  century  were  of  various 
forms  ;  but  in  the  Iargeft  they  ge¬ 
nerally  imitated  the  balilicse.  Such 
were  the  Lateran,  the  Vatican,  and 
feveral  others  ;  but  they  built  feme 
in  a  circular  form.  Among  thofe 
was  the  church  of  St.  Agnes  with- 
out  the  Porta  Viminalis,  which 
feme  fuppofe  was  built  for  a  temple 
of  Bacchus,  but  others,  with  more 
probability,  attribute  it  to  the  em¬ 
peror  Conftantme, 

“  Helena,  the  mother  of  Con- 
fiantine,  being  as  zealous  in  promot- 
incr  the  Chriftian  religion  as  her 
fen,  villted  Jerufalem,  where,  by 
his  affiftance,  fhe  built  feveral  mag¬ 
nificent  churches,  in  fuch  places  as 
were  fignalized  by  the  raoft  remark¬ 
able  events  relating  to  the  life  and 
fufferings  of  our  Saviour  and  his 

apoflles, 
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apoftles,  fome  of  which  flill  remain 
to  commemorate  thofe  events,  and 
perpetuate’ the  piety  and  munificence 
of  that  princefs.  Among  the  churches 
which  they  built  in  the  Holy  Land, 
few  we  may  fuppofe  are  now  hand¬ 
ing  ;  though  fome  may  have  been 
rebuilt  upon  the  original  founda¬ 
tions,  and  others  may  yet  retain 
fome  remains  of  the  ancient  fuper- 
flrudfures.  Bede,  fpeaking  of  the 
church  of  the  Refu rredlion ,  or  Hoi v 
Sepulchre,  at  Jerusalem,  deferibes  it 
•as  being  a  large  round  church, 
which  differs  very  much  from  the 
prefent  building,  according  to  the 
plan  of  it  publifhed  by  P.  Earn  a  r- 
dlno,  about  the  year  1619  ;  but  this 
difference  will  be  accounted  for, 
when  we  confider  the  church  built 
by  Conftantine  was  handing  when 
Bede  wrote,  but  had  undergone 
many  changes  before  P.  Barnar- 
dino  made  a  plan  for  that  which  now 
■is  there.  The  church  defended  by 
Bede  had  two  rows  of  pillars,  which 
formed  two  circular  porticos  within 
the  walls,  fomewbat  like  the  temple 
of  Faun  us  at  Rome,  though  not  fo 
large  ;  but  the  prefent  building  has 
only  one  portico  round  about,  and 
one  circular  row  of  pillars.  I  imagine 
the  outer  wails  of  the  prefent  church 
are  the  fame  which  Conftantine  built, 
but  that  the  pillars  of  the  portico 
Hand  upon  the  fame  foundations  on 
which  the  outer  row  of  pillars  in  that 
church  flood,  though  they  are  placed 
clofer  than  they  were  in  the  fir  ft 
plan,  becaufe  the  inner  row  being 
taken  away  to  enlarge  the  area  about 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  they  muft  have 
a  greater  weight  to  fupport. 

u  The  emprefs  Helena  built  a 
church  on  Mount  Olivet,  in  memory 
of  our  Lord’s  afcenfion.  Bede,  in 
his  defeription  of  this  church,  calls 
■It  a  large  round  church,  with  vault¬ 
ed  porticos  ;  but  the  church,  which 
was  Landing  in  P.  Barnardino’s 


time,  was  a  fmall  octangular  build* 
ing  on  the  outfide,  but  circular  with- 
in,  without  pillars,  or  porticos,  and 
confequently,  cannot  be  the  fame 
which  was  there  in  Bede’s  time, 
though  it  may  be  built  upon  part  of 
the  foundations  of  Helena’s  church, 
and  the  pillars,  which  are  now  at 
the  external  angles,  with  the  eight 
arches,  may  be  the  remains  of  the 
vaulted  portico,  mentioned  by  Bede, 
which  being  deftroyed  by  time,  or 


by  the  Barbarians  while  Jerufalem 
was  in  their  poffellion,  was  never 
rebuilt ;  but  when  k  was  repaired, 
they  conttadfed  it  to  the  prefent  di- 
menftons,  by  pulling  down  the  outer 
walls,  and  building  new  walls  with¬ 
in  the  pillars  and  arches  which  form* 
ed  the  portico  of  the  old  church. 

Jerufalem  being  taken  by  the  Sa¬ 
racens  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  637, 
the  repairs  of  thefe  churches  were 
of  courfe  neglected  until  the  year 
813,  when  Charlemagne,  by  the 
permiffion  of  the  calife  Aaron,  re¬ 
built  the  church  of  the  Holy  Se¬ 
pulchre,  under  the  infpedtion  of 
Thomas,  patriarch  of  Jerufalem, 
who,  probably,  contrived  the  pre¬ 
fent  plan,  and  enlarged  it,  to  in¬ 
clude  feverai  adjoining  buildings. 
The  eaft  end  I  take  to  be  of  his 
building,  containing  the  femicircu- 
lar  tribune  ;  but  the  intermediate 
part  between  it  and  the  fepulchre  is 
more  modern,  and  might  be  rebuilt 
when  the  church  was  reftored  In  the 
year  1049,  aRer  if  was  defaced  by 
the  Saracens  towards  the  end  of  the 
tenth  century. 

“  Charlemagne,  who  was  a  great 
promoter  of  religion,  and  encou- 
rager  of  learning,  foon  after  he  be¬ 
came  emperor  of  the  Weft,  chofe 
Aix  la  Chapelle  for  the  place  of  his 
ufual  refidence,  and  built  there  a 
magnificent  church,  which  was  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  Holy  Virgin  by  pope 
Leo  the  Third,  in  the  year  804,  in 
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the  prefence  of  the  emperor  and  36; 
archbiihops  and  bifliops.  This 
church  was  built  on  a  circular  plan  ; 
It  was  fupported  by  columns  of  mar¬ 
ble  and  porphyry,  which  were 
brought  from  Rome  and  Ravenna  ; 
the  gates  were  of  brats,  and  many 
of  the  ornaments  within  were  of 
gold  and  iilver.  This  edifice  was 
deflroyed  about  twenty-feven  years 
after  it  was  built,  by  Godfrey  and 
Sigisfred,  dukes  of  Normandy,  who 
ravaged  the  country,  defolated  the 
city,  and  deflroyed  the  imperial  pa¬ 
lace  and  church.  The  city  and 
church  were  rebuilt  by  the  emperor 
Otho  the  Third,  who  was  crowned 
there  in  the  year  983.  Though  the 
prefent  church  has  home  part  of  it 
of  a  circular  form,  it  is  not  proba¬ 
ble  that  any  part  of  Charlemagne’s 
church  remains,  though  great  part 
of  that  built  by  Otlio  may,  and  as 
it  is  circular,  it  may  be  built  upon 
the  old  foundations.  'The  church 
of  St.  Sophia  at  Gonfjantinople  was 
ftrft  built  by  Conflantine,  which 
being-  covered  with  a  hemifpherical 
dome,  is  by  Bede  called  a  round 
church,  though  it  is  not  of  that 
form  within.  Hiflorians  mention 
other  round  churches  built  in  the 
fame  age,  but  has  left  us  no  descrip¬ 
tions  of  them.  It  is  evident,  how¬ 
ever,  from  the  examples  above 
mentioned, that  many  round  churches 
were  built  by  the  Ghriftians  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  world,  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries  ;  and  as 
that  which  covered  the  Holy  Sepul¬ 
chre  at  Jerufalem  was  built  in  that 
form,  Charlemagne  might  be  in¬ 
duced  to  build  his  church  at  Aix  la 
Chapelle  in  that  manner,  in  imita  • 
tion  of  it. 

“  After  the  death  of  Charlemagne, 
Jerufalem  fell  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  Infid  els  T  who  kept  it  until 


firil  croifade,  recovered  it,  and  was 
crowned  king  of  Jerufalem  in  the 
year  1097  ;  but  Godfrey  died  in  the 
year  1100  ;  and  after  his  death  the 
Saracens  continually  moleiled  his 
fuceefibrs,  and  plundered  the  pil¬ 
grims  who  went  to  vifit  the  holy 
places  about  jerufalem.  For  their 
protection  the  Knight’s  Templars 
were  inftituted  in  the  year  11185 
and  the  care  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
being  given  to  them,  apartments 
were  allotted  them  near  the  church, 
where  they  lived  in  fubjeclion  to  the 
patriarch,  like  regular  canons,  hav¬ 
ing  renounced  property,  and  made 
a  vow  of  celibacy'  and  obedience. 
At  firil  they  were  but  nine  in  num¬ 
ber,  until  pope  Honorius  the  Second 
gave  them  a  rule,  and  affigned  them 
a  habit.  Their  numbers  being  then 
unlimited,  they  amounted  to  about 
three  hundred  in  the  convent  at  Je¬ 
rufalem  only,  befides  thofe  who 
were  fettled  in  various  parts  of 
Chriflendom,  where  they  acquired 
vaft  revenues  :  but  in  the  year  1134, 
all  the  knights  who  were  in  the  con¬ 
vent  at  Jerufalem  being  (lain  by  the 
infidels,  it  is  probable,  thofe  who 
were  fettled  in  various  parts  of  Europe 
began  then  to  build  round  churches, 
refemhling,  as  wrell  as  they  could, 
that  which  flood  over  the  holy  fe- 
pulchre. 

“  At  this  time  the  Jews  being 
very  numerous  in  England,  were 
permitted  to  build  fynagogues  in  the 
towns  where  they  were  fettled;  but 
at  a  time  when  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  was  held  in  the 
g reate ft  efleem  by  Ghriftians  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  by  the  Templars  in  par¬ 
ticular,  we  cannot  believe  they* 
would  be  permitted  to  build  them 
in  that  form,  had  not -their  natural 
averfion  to  the  Cirri  ilia  11  religion 
prevented  their  imitating  a  building 
which  was  intended  to  commemorate. 


Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Chriflian  armies  in  the  an  event  which  they  wiftied  to  have 

for- 
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forgotten  ;  and  from  hence  we  may 
conclude,  that  none  of  the  round 
churches  remaining  were  built  by 
them ;  and  it  ever  they  built  their 
fynagogues  in  that  form,  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  deflrubtion  of  Jerufalem  by 
Titus. 

“  The  round  churches  we  have  in 
England  were  fome  of  them  built 
by  the  Templars  themfelves ;  as 
that  in  London  an  the  year  1185, 
and  dedicated  (by  Heraclius,  patri¬ 
arch  of  Jerufalem)  to  the  Virgin 
Mary.  They  built  fome  in  places 
where  they  had  large  eftates,  as  at 
Baldock,  inHertfordlhire,  and  ifeveral 
others  we  have  no  account  of ;  mod 
of  which  have  been  rebuilt,  or  were 
originally  in  the  common  form  :  but 
round  churches  were  fometimes 
built  by  private  perfons,  and  given 
to  the  Templars.  The  round  church 
at  Little  Mapleded,  in  Lflex,  near 
Caftle  Hedingham,  was  dedicated  to 
St.  John  at  Jerufalem,  and  given  to 
the  Templars  by  Juliana,  wife  to 
William,  fon  of  Audelin,  fteward  to 
Henry  the  Second. 

“  Befides  the  churches  eredted  by 
the  Templars,  or  built  for  them  by 
their  pious  benefactors,  it  was  cui- 


tomary,  during  the  croifades,  td 
build  parifh  churches  in  honour  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre  ;  and  as  parifhes 
take  the  name  of  their  churches, 
from  thence  we  have  the  clutrch  and 
parifh  of  St.  Sepulchre,  in  London, 
and  other  places.  But  as  it  was  ulual 
to  dedicate  them  in  commemoration 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Jerufalem, 
fo  in  fome  places  the  church  is  called 
St.  Sepulchre,  and  the  parifh  the 
Jewry  •  and  as  thefe  churches  were 
built  by  the  Templars,  or  perfons 
concerned  in  the  croifades,  mofl  of 
them  were  made  circular,  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  that  at  Jerufalem,-  fuch  is 
the  round  church  in  Cambridge,  and 
that  at  Northampton  ;  and  if  there 
are  others  of  this  name,  but  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  form,  it  is  probable  they  have 
been  rebuilt  fince  their  firft  dedica¬ 
tion,  Thus  we  may  reafonably  ac¬ 
count  for  the  building  of  thofe  round 
churches  which  Hand  in  places  called 
the  Jewry,  without  fuppofing  they 
were  built  by  the  Jews  for  fyna¬ 
gogues  ;  it  being  very  improbable 
that  they  would  build  them  in  that 
form,  or  that  the  Chriflians  would 
permit  them  to  do  it.” 


Short  Recapitulation  of  the  PROCESS  in  the  BUILDING 

of  CASTLES. 

An  Extract  from  Mr.  King’s  Sequel  to  the  Observations  on 

Ancient  Castles. 


[From  the  Same  Work.] 


6 £  T  T  AYING,  therefo  re,  now 
JLl  brought  down  the  hi  dory 
of  the  progrefs  of  architecture  (as 
far  as  it  relates  to  eaftles,  and  noble 
buildings,  the  feats  of  refidence  of 
the  ancient  Britons  of  England)  to 
a  period  with  which  we  may  be 
more  eafily  made  acquainted,  1  fhall 
conclude  with  juft  making  a  fhort 


recapitulation  of  the  whole  gradual 
procefs. 

“  And  firft,  we  find  the  idea  of 
grandeur,  united  with  defence,  fup- 
ported  even  in  the  very  fmall,  incon¬ 
venient,  ftrong  Anglo-Saxon  Tower; 
fcarcely  deferving  any  better  name 
than  that  of  a  magnificent  den,  and 
juft:  one  remove  beyond  the  northern 

dun  ; 
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dim ;  and  it  is  curious  to  mark,  bow 
a  fenfe  of  innate  dignity,  and  the 
ebullitions  of  vanity,  have  attended 
the  human  mind,  even  in  its  lowed 
date  of  debafement,  and  whilft  con¬ 
fined  by  every  difadvautage  arifing 
from  the  want  of  art  and  fcience. 

44  idly,  Succeed  on  the  firft  dawn 
of  civilization,  the  improved,  large, 
and  convenient  cattles  of  Alfred. 

44  jdly,  To  thefe  follow  the  round 
Norman  keeps,  eredled  on  high  ar- 
dcfiial  mounts,  and  being  indeed 
(in  confequence  of  deeply  ri vetted 
prejudices)  a  fort  of  retrogreflion  of 
military  architecture,  and  a  return 
to  northern  ideas,  rather  than  an  im¬ 
provement.  But 

4t  4thly,  Soon  afterwards  were 
introduced  the  beautiful  /and  noble 
towers  of  Gundulph  :  the  fail  Teem¬ 
ing  to  be  in  this,  as  it  has  often  been 
in  many  other  inttances,  that  the 
conquerors  were,  in  point  of  the 
improvement  of  arts  and  fcience, 
fubdued  by  the  conquered. 

44  sjthly.  After,  thefe  fucceed  the 
mixed  kind  of  buildings ;  when  the 
architects  wantonly  availed  them- 
felves  of  all  the  foregoing  inven¬ 
tions,  without  much  tafte  or  difcre- 
tion,  and  juft  as  they  pleafed,  or  as 
time  and  opportunity  permitted. 

44  6thly.  At  length  came  the  grand 
and  noble  piles  of  Edward  the  Firft  ; 
manifeftly  derived  from  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing,  during  the  croi- 
fades,  the  various  refinements  and 
improvements  in  foreign  countries  ; 
when  at  length  the  idea  of  the  caftle 
was  nearly  fwallowed  up  in  that  oi 
the  palace. 

44  jnhly.  Edward  III.  completed 
the  idea  of  the  palace,  and  that  of 
the  mere  caftle  began  to  be  loft. 

4 *  gthly.  Soon,  therefore,  fuc- 
ceeded  the  fpacious  hofpitable  man- 
lion,  embattled  only  for  ornament ; 
and  containing  vaft  combinations  of 
ill-matched  rooms,  put  together  as 
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if  they  had  been  added  at  various 
times,  and  by  chance.  And  their 
at  laft, 

44  qthly.  Followed  the  well  adorn¬ 
ed  regular  palace. 

44  Thefe  nine  ftages  feem  fairly 
to  comprehend  all  the  regular  fue- 
ceffive  alterations,  from  rude  bar¬ 
barity  to  civilization.  And  of  every 
one  of  them  we  have  fpecim'ens  that 
have  flood,  and  (were  it  not  for  the 
efforts  of  illiberal  and  wanton  mif- 
chief)  are  likely  to  liand  in  this 
country,  in  fome  degree,  like  the 
pyramids  in  Egypt,  as  lalling  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  earlieft  ages :  but  with 
the  inattention  and  common  preju¬ 
dice  of  natives,  we  are  too  apt  to 
think  there  is  nothing  worth  regard¬ 
ing,  or  prefervin-g  in  the  fpot  where 
we  dwell. 

44  I  fhould  now  clofe  this  paper; 
but  before  I  do  fo,  I  think  myfelf 
under  an  obligation  to  attend  to  a 
refteclion  or  two,  that  may  occur  to 
every  judicious  inveftigator  of  this 
fubjedt.  The  firft  of  thefe  is,  that 
the  invention  of  cannon  and  fire¬ 
arms  was  one  great  means  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  negledt  and  alteration  of 
the  ancient  mode  of  fortifying  :  and 
the  next  is,  that  even  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  in  which  the  more  ancient  caf- 
tles  continued  in  ufe,  there  were 
alfo  certain  palaces  of  residence  be- 
fries. 

44  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  remarks, 
it  mav  be  faid,  that  whatever  the 
caufe  of  the  alteration  might  be,  the 
effect  was  the  fame  ;  and  the  invefti- 
gation  of  this  further  caufe,  if  pur- 
fued,  would  only  fhew,  ftiii  more 
clearly,  in  what  manner  the  various 
changes  came  to  pafs. 

44  And  with  regard  to  the  fecond 
remark,  it  deferves  to  be  noticed, 
that  although  there  was  indeed  oc- 
caftonally  a  residence  alfo  in  palaces, 
and  unfortified  houfes ;  yet  it  ap¬ 
pears,  from  various-  p  adages  in  hif* 

tor  y 
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tory  (too  numerous  to  cite  on  this 
Qccafion)  that  there  was,  moreover, 
as  frequently  in  the  fame  ages,  an 
occahonal  refidence  in  theie  very 
cables. 

C6  The  refidence  of  Gregory  the 
Great,  in  the  cable  of  Dunadeer  in 
Scotland. 

The  refidence  of  king  Edgar, 
at  Corfe  cable,  in  Dorfetfhire  :  the 
refidence  of  queen  Elfrida  and  her 
fon  Egelred,  afterwards  in  the  fame 
cable. 

6i  The  birth!  of  Edward  the  Se¬ 
cond,  in  the  cable  of  Caernarvon, 
(where  the  very  room  is  bill  fhewnin 
which  he  was  born.) 

u  The  birth  of  Henry  the  Fifth, 
in  the  cable  of  Monmouth,  when 
his  father  was  duke  of  Hereford,  and 
refided  there  (at  which  place  his 
cradle  is  bill  preferved.) 

“  The  birth  of  Henry  the  Se¬ 
venth  in  the  cable  of  Pembroke. 

44  The  entertainment  of  Richard 
the  Second,  with  all  due  marks  of 
royalty,  in  the  cable  of  Rudland; 
and  in  the  keep  of  the  cable  of 
Flint,  juft  before  his  furrendering 
himfelf  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  as  re¬ 
lated  by  Froibart,  Holingfhed,  and 
Stow  ;  concerning  which  Froiffart 
exprefsly  fays,  that  king  Richard 
was  in  the  dungeon,  or  keep,  when 
the  earl  of  Derby  lent  the  fbb  mei- 


fage  to  him  ;  and  gives  a  mob  cu¬ 
rious  account  of  the  ceremony  of 
fending  two  knights  to  open  the  out¬ 
ward  gate,  to  admit  the  earl ;  and 
adds  how  fecure  Richard  was  againb 
all  attempts  before  he  had  contented 
to  do  fo. 

44  And  the  abode  of  Henry  the 
Fourth,  in  the  cable  of  Pontefradf, 
at  the  time  archbifhop  Scroope  was 
taken,  condemned,  and  beheaded, 

44  All  thefe  in  fiances  may  be  a I- 
ledged,  amongft  many  others,  as 
proofs  of  this  fact, 

44  The  curious  account  alfo,  given 
by  Mr.  Pennant,  of  the  feat  of  Owen 
Glendur,  in  Wales ;  who  was  a 
chieftain  of  great  power,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Fourth,  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  on  this  occabon. 

44  And  it  may  be  added  that  the 
rehdence  of  the  good  and  venerable 
archbifhop  Uiher,  even  fo  late  as  the 
time  of  Charles  I.  in  Torfeckan 
cable,  in  Ireland,  whereof  a  curious' 
plan  is  given  in  the  Loutbiana  ;  and 
the  numerous  fmail  cables  remain¬ 
ing  at  Carlingford,  and  Dundalk, 
in  the  fame  kingdom,  are  remark¬ 
able  inbances  of  *the  continuance  of 
the  cubom  of  dwelling  in  brong 
fortreffes  kept  up  much  longer  in 
that  country  than  in  England,  in 
confequence  of  its  continuing  much 
longer  in  an  uncivilized  bate.” 
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[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Dr.  Burney’s  General  Hibory  ofMubc.] 

U  T\/f  USIClANS  whoaccompa-  who  is  quoted  by  Duchefne  in  his 
V JL  nied  luch  bards  as  fung  edition  of  the  works  of  Alain  Char- 
their  own  hiborical  fongs  in  the  halls  tier,  and  by  Borel,  Tref.  des  Antiq. 
of  princes  and  nobles  at  great  febi- 

vals,  are  deferibed  by  an  old  French  QdaIld  Ies  tables  otees  furent 
poet  who  fiourilhed  about  1 2  }0,  ahd  C“  “  P!cs  e{lura!t 
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B’ont  viols  <5c  harpes  prifes 
ChanfoOs,  fons,  vers  et  reprifes 
Et  de  geftes  chante  no6  ont. 

Roman  du  T ournoyement  de  l’Antechriff 

When  the  cloth  was  ta’en  away 
Minftrels  ftrait  began  to  play. 

And  while  harps  and  viols  join 
Raptur’d  bards  in  ftrains  divine* 
toud  the  trembling  arches  rung 
With  the  noble  deeds  we  fang. 

<s  Though  the  word  minftrel  in 
our  language  is  confined  to  a  mufi- 
cian  who  plays  on  instruments,  yet 
the  term  jonglerie,  in  old  French, 
included  four  different  fpecies  of 
performers :  the  troubadours  who 
wrote,  fet,  and  fung  their  own 
veries ;  the  lingers,  employed  by 
thofe  poets  and  compofers  to  whom 
nature  had  denied  a  voice  ;  the  di- 
feurs,  narrators,  or  romancers,  who 
in  a  kind  of  chant  recited  their  me¬ 
trical  hiftories ;  and  the  players  up¬ 
on  mftruments,  who  accompanied 
the  troubadours  and  fingers,  or  per¬ 
formed  at  feafts  and  revels  without 
finging.  Thefe  laft  exercifed  the 
art  of  minftrelfy  fo  often  mention¬ 
ed  by  our  poets.  The  French  word 
jongliour  or  jongleur  is  generally 
thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  jocu- 
lator  ;  but  this  term  originally  im¬ 
plied  a  jefter  or  buffoon,  rather  than 
a  mufician.  The  etymology,  there¬ 
fore,  of  this  word,  which  has  been 
hazarded  by  M.  de  la  Ravaliere,from 
ongle,  a  nail ;  ongleur,  a  th rum¬ 
mer  of  mftruments  with  the  nails, 
ieems  ingenious  and  probable :  as 
the  lyre,  cithara,  harp,  lute,  and 
guitar,  the  Inoft  ancient  ftringed  in- 
ftrurftents,  have  at  all  times  been 
played  with  the  nails,  and  ends  of 
the  fingers. 

“  Strolling  muficians  of  this  kind 
(  abounded  in  France  fo  early  as  the 
time  of  Charlemagne,  who  forbids 
;  their  admiffion  into  convents  ;  and 
;  in  the  firft  capitulary  of  Aix  la  Cha- 
t  pelle,  this  prince  fpeaks  of  them  as 

1782. 


perfons  branded  with  infamy.  They* 
continued,  however,  to  amufe  the 
great  in  private,  as  well  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  public,  as  a  di  ft  in  eft  body  of 
men,  till  the  troubadours  introduced 
poetry  into  France  in  the  dialed!  of 
that  country.  Their  iicentioufnefs 
was  frequently  rCpreffed,  and  their 
condudt  regulated,  by  the  police ; 
and,  during  the  reign  of  Philip 
Auguftus,  the  troubadours  and  min¬ 
ftrels  were  involved  in  the  fame  dif- 
grace,  and  for  iorne  time  baaiflaed 
the  kingdom  ;  which  left  fuch  a 
ftigma  upon  their  order,  as  no  ef¬ 
forts  of  genius,  or  aufterity  of  man¬ 
ners,  could  entirely  deface ;  though 
they  were  afterwards  recalled,  and 
in  fome  degree  reftored  to  public  fa¬ 
vour.  It  is  obferved  by  a  late  ele¬ 
gant  French  writer,  that  “  though 
the  profeription  of  mufic  and  poetry, 
and  the  kind  of  inquifition  which 
Philip  eftablifhed  againft  the  jong¬ 
leurs  in  France,  may  have  originat¬ 
ed  from  the  laudable  intention  of 
repreffing  thofe  diforders  v/hich  the 
abufe  of  their  profeftion  had  occa- 
fioned  ;  yet,  if  he  had  refledled  that 
the  fate  of  letters  was  at  that  time 
in  the  hands  of  the  troubadours,  and 
that  among  every  people  approach¬ 
ing  towards  civilization,  the  progrefs 
of  virtue  is  generally  proportioned 
to  the  cultivation  of  arts  and  litera¬ 
ture,  he  would  have  inflicted  a  lefs 
ignominious  punifhment  on  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  difpleafure.  For  fuch 
is  the  empire  of  prejudice,  that  the 
anathema  it  pronounces  againft  the 
abufe  of  a  profeflion  remains  in  full 
force,  even  after  the  reformation  of 
thofe  who  exercife  it.”  This  author 
ventures  to  pronounce  the  jongleurs, 
or  troubadoufs  and  minftrels,  not- 
withftanding  the  contempt  with 
which  they  are  named  at  prefent, 
to  have  been  the  fathers  of  litera¬ 
ture  in  France:  4‘  It  was  they  who 
banilhed  fcholaihc  quarrels  and  ill- 
K  breeding 
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breeding,  and  who  poliftied  the 
manners,  eftabliftied  the  rules  of 
politenefs,  enlivened  the  converfa- 
tion,  and  purified  the  gallantry  of 
its  inhabitants.  That  urbanity,  con¬ 
tinues  he,  which  diftinguilhes  us 
from  other  people,  was  the  fruit  of 
our  fongs :  and  if  it  is  not  from 
them  that  we  derive  our  virtues, 
they  at  leaft  taught  us  how  to  render 
them  amiable.’* 

‘s  Meneftrel,  or  minftrel,  fo  early 
as  the  eighth  century,  was  a  title 
given  to  the  maeflro  di  capella  of 
king  Pepin,  father  of  Charlemagne  ; 
and  afterwards  to  the  coryphaeus,  or 
leader  of  any  band  of  muftcians. 
However,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
power  of  mufic  over  the  munifi¬ 
cence  of  the  public  being  enfeebled 
by  the  multiplicity  of  thofe  who  had 
no  other  fubiiftence,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  try  the  force  of  new 
and  different  incentives  to  admira¬ 
tion  and  benevolence. 

46  Among  the  metrical  tales  and 
fables  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
century,  written  in  the  Romanfe  or 
old  French  language,  there  is  one 
ftill  fubfifting  in  the  libraries  of 
France,  and  in  the  Bodleian  library, 
intitled  les  deux  meneftriers,  the  two 
minftrels  :  in  which  the  feveral  ta- 
■  lents  neceffary  to  their  profelf  on  are 
difplayed  :  from  this  I  fhall  give  an 
extradl,  as  it  will  ftiew  at  leaft  the 
Rate  of  minftrelfy  in  France  at  the 
time  it  was  written. 

iC  Two  companies  of  minftrels 
meeting  at  a  caftle,  endeavour  to 
am ufe  its  lord  by  counterfeiting  a 
quarrel.  One  of  them  quitting  his 
companions,  infults  a  minftrel  of  the 
other  troop,  calling  him  a  ragged 
beggar,  who  never  had  done  any 
thing  to  deferve  a  better  drefs  from 
bis  patrons ;  and,  in  order  to  prove 
bis  own  fuperiority,  fays  with  tri¬ 
umph  that  he  can  tell  ftories  in 
verfe ,  both  in  the  Romanfe  and 


Latin  tongue ;  can  ling  forty  lays 
and  heroic  fongs,  as  well  as  every 
other  kind  of  fongs  which  may  be 
called  for ;  that  he  knew  alfo  ftories  of 
adventures,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
round  table ;  and  in.  ftiort,  that  he 
could  ling  innumerable  romances, 
fuch  as  Vivian,  Rheinhold  the  Dane, 
&c.  and  relate  the  ftories  of  Flora 
and  White-Flower.  He  finilhes  the 
enumeration  of  his  talents  by  face- 
tioully  informing  the  fpedlators,  that 
he  did  not  chufe  his  prefent  employ¬ 
ment  for  want  of  knowing  others  5 
as  he  was  pofiefted  of  feveral  fecrets 
by  which  he  could  make  a  great  for¬ 
tune  :  for  he  knew  how  to  circle  an 
egg,  bleed  cats,  blow  beef,  and  co¬ 
ver  houfes  with  omelets.  He  alfo 
knew  the  art  of  making  goats-caps, 
cows’  bridles,  dogs’  gloves,  hares9 
armour,  joint-ftool  cafes,  fcabbards 
for  hedging-bills ;  and  if  he  were 
furnilhed  with  a  couple  of  harps,  he 
would  make  fuch  muftc  as  they  ne¬ 
ver  heard  before.”  At  length,  after 
fome  additional  abufe,  he  advifes 
the  minftrel  whom  he  attacks,  to 
quit  the  caftle  without  flaying  to  be 
turned  out ;  44  For  I  defpife  you  too 
much,”  fays  he,  44  to  difgrace  my- 
felf  and  comrades  by  linking  fuch 
a  pitiful  fellow.” 

44  The  other  vilifies  him  in  his 
turn,  and  alks  how  he  dares  prefume 
to  call  himfelf  a  minftrel,  who  does 
not  know  a  fingle  tale  or  ditty  worth 
hearing.  44  For  my  part,”  fays  he,  1 
44  I  am  not  one  of  your  ignorant 
fellows  who  can  only  take  off  a  cat, 
play  the  fool,  the  drunkard,  or  talk 
nonfenfe  to  my  comrades ;  but  one 
of  thofe  true  and  genuine  trouba¬ 


dours  who  invent  every  thing  they; 
fay. 


All  the  minftrel  art  I  know  ^ 

I  the  viol  well  can  play  ; 

I  the  pipe  and  fyrinx  blow. 
Harp  and  gigue  my  hand  obey. 
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'  •  Pfaltry,  fymphony  atid  rote 
Help  to  charm  the  liit’ning  throng, 

And  Almonia  lends  its  note 
While  I  warble  forth  my  fong. 

I  have  tales  and  fable*  plenty, 

Satirs,  paft’rals,  full  of  fport. 

Songs  to  Viclle  i’ve  more  than  twenty, 
Ditties  too  of  ev’ry  fort. 

1  from  lovers  tokens  bear, 

1  can  flow’ry  chaplets  weave, 

Am’rous  belts  can  well  prepare, 

And  with  courteous  fpeech  deceive. 

44  The  minbrel  then  fpecifies  the 
feveral  poetical  tales  he  can  repeat, 
moll  of  which  are  bill  fubbbing  ; 
and  then,  having  difplayed  his  ta¬ 
lents  as  a  mulician  and  a  man  of 
wit,  he  next  defcribes  his  dexterity 
at  tricks  and  flight  of  hand  : 

Joint  ftool  feats  to  fhew  I’m  able, 

I  can  make  the  beetle  run 
All  alive  upon  the  table, 

Where  I  fhew  delightful  fun. 

At  my  flight-of-hand  you’ll  laugh  j 
At  my  magic  you  will  flare  ; 

I  can  play  at  quarter-ftaffi, 

1  can  knives  fufpend  in  air. 

I  enchantments  ftrange  devife, 

And  with  cord  and  fling  furprife. 

44  He  moreover  boabs  that  belides 
the  heroic  fongs  which  his  antagonifl 
mentioned,  he  can  fing  many  others, 
fuch  as  Oliver,  Roland,  &c.  and 
then,  like  him,  finifhes  by  fome  vul¬ 
gar  pleafantries,  telling  the  company 
that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  bailiffs,  catch- 
poles,  and  renowned  champions  of 
his  time :  Augier  Poupee,  who  at 
one  broke  cuts  off  the  ear  of  a  cat 
with  a  fword :  Herbert  Kill-Beef, 
who  breaks  an  egg  with  its  pomt, 
&c.  and  the  mob  celebrated  min- 
brels,  Firebrand,  Smafh,  Turn¬ 
about,  Sliver,  & c.  At  length,  ad- 
dreding  himfelf  to  his  rival,  he  ad- 
vifes  him,  if  he  has  any  fhame  left, 
never  again  to  be  feen  in  the  fame 
place  as  himfelf :  44  and  you,  my 
lord,”  fays  he,  44  If  I  have  been 
more  eloquent  than  he,  I  entreat 
you  turn  him  out  of  doors,  to  con¬ 


vince  him  that  lie’s  an  ignorant 
blockhead.” 

^  44  rl  he  profeffion  of  minbrel  at 
this  time  feerns  to  have  required 
fuch  talents  and  abilities  as  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  in.  the  poffeilion. 
of  any  modern  mulician.  We  will 
fuppofe  his  mufical  knowledge  and 
performance  upon  inbruments  to 
have  been  as  inferior  to  thole  of  the 
prefect  profeffors,  as  the  inbruments 
themfelves  were  to  thofe  of  modern 
conbrudion ;  and  indeed,  though 
we  may  imagine  it  polhble  for  i 
minbrel  to  know  Latin,  and  to  be 
able  to  compofe  tales  in  that  lan¬ 
guage,  yet  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
he  would  rifk  it.  The  editor  of  the 
Fabliaux  fays  that  in  all  his  re- 
fearches  after  the  remains  of  fuch 
productions,  he  has  feen  very  few  ; 
and  indeed  they  would  have  been 
prevented  from  becoming  common, 
by  the  fmall  number  who  would 
have  underbood  them  ;  fo  that  the 
minbrePs  abertion  in  this  particular 
may  be  regarded  as  a  mere  fwagger, 
or  challenge,  which  he  knew  would 
not  be  accepted.  But  all  deduction 
made,  his  qualifications  will  bill  re¬ 
main  ib  numerous  and  of  fuch  a 
kind  as,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  place 
him  out  of  the  reach  of  rivalry  in 
the  prefent  age :  for  I  apprehend  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  muiicians 
now,  who  would  venture  to  boab  of 
fuch  accomplifhments,  even  if  he 
were  poffeffed  of  them,  as  making 
amorous  girdles,  delivering  letters 
or  meffages  for  lovers,  teaching  them 
the  pink  of  courtefy  and  bower  of 
compliments,  or  how  to  ornament 
their  perfons  in  the  mob  emphatical 
manner. 

44  To  what  kind  of  air  the  metri¬ 
cal  romances  which  he  mentioned 
were  fung,  is  not  left  on  record  : 
but  that  it  was  as  bmple  as  the  eccle- 
babical  chants,  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
as  thefe  romances,  conbbing  of  rna- 
K  2  nf 
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ny  thoufand  lines,  were  too  long  to 
be  let  or  fung  to  very  elaborate 
mufic.  The  author  of  an  old  ro¬ 
mance  called  Gerard  de  Rouffillon, 
fays  that  he  has  written  it  upon  the 
model  of  the  Song  of  Antioch, 
%hich  the  editor  of  Fabliaux  ima¬ 
gines  to  imply,  that  it  might  be  fung 
to  the  fame  tune.  Nothing  was 
more  common  for  many  ages  after 
rtiis  period,  than  for  poets  to  write 
new  longs  to  old  tunes,  and  for  mu* 
licians  to  make  variations  on  thefe 
tunes ;  for  we  find  little  elle  done 
by  either  during  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth. 

44  About  the  year  1330,  the  min- 
ftrels  of  Paris  formed  themfelves 
into  a  company,  and  obtained  a 
charter.  The  police  frequently  re- 
prelfed  their  licentioufnefs,  and  re¬ 
gulated  their  conduct  ^  Philip  Au- 
guftus  banilhed  them  the  firft  year 
of  his  reign,  but  they  were  recalled 
by  his  fuccefiors,  and  united  under 
the  general  name  of  meneftraudie, 
minftreify  ;  having  a  chief  appoint¬ 
ed  over  them  who  was  called  king 
of  the  minllrels.  Lewis  IX.  ex¬ 
empted  them  from  a  tariff  or  toll  at 
the  entrance  into  Paris,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  they  would  fing  a  fang, 
and  make  their  monkeys  dance  to 
the  tollman,  perhaps  to  prove  their 
title  to  fucli  indulgence  j  and  hence 


arofe  the  well-known  proverb :  Payer 
en  gambades  et  en  monnoie  de 
finge. 

44  The  aflociated  minllrels  Inha¬ 
bited  a  particular  llreet,  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  which  it  Hill  re¬ 
tains  of  St.  Julien  des  Menehricrs. 
It  was  here  that  the  public  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  mulicians  for  weddings, 
and  parties  of  pleafure  ;  but  as  a 
greater  number  of  them  ufually  at¬ 
tended  on  fuch  occafions  than  were 
ordered,  and  all  expedled  to  be  paid 
the  fame  price,  William  de  Ger- 
mont,  provoh  of  Paris,  in  1331, 
prohibited  the  jongleurs  and  jongle- 
relfes  from  going  to  thofe  who  re¬ 
quired  their  performance  in  greater 
numbers  than  had  been  llipulated, 
upon  a  fevere  penalty.  In  1395 
their  libertinifm  and  immoralities 
again  incurred  the  cenfure  of  to- 

o  „  t  o 

vernment,  by  which  it  was  Fridtly 
enjoined  that  they  fhould  hence¬ 
forth,  neither  in  public  nor  private, 
fpeak,  a£i,  or  fing  any  thing  that 
was  indecorous  or  unfit  for  model! 
eyes  and  ears,  upon  pain  of  two 
months  imprifonment,  and  living  on 
bread  and  water. 

4 4  In  the  reign  of  Charles  VI. 
they  feem  to  have  relinquifhed  the 
juggling  art,  and  to  have  confined 
themfelves  more  particularly  to  the 
pradlice  of  mufic,” 


\ 


Some  PARTICULARS  eoncerni 

MINSTRELS 

[From  the 

HOEVER  rends  thy  hif- 
tory  of  the  moll  ancient 
inhabitants  of  this  illand,  the  Cam- 
bro  Britons,-  will  find  innumerable 
inlLncesof  the  reverence  which  they 
paid  to  their  poet-muficians,  the 


ng  the  Ancient  MUSICIANS  and 
of  ENGLAND. 

fame  Work.] 

bards,  both  of  Pagan  and  Chridian 
times  ;  and  longs  of  very  high  an¬ 
tiquity  have  been  preferved  in  the 
Welfh  language,  though  not  all  the 
tunes  to  which  they  were  fung.  The 
harp,  with  which  thefe  fangs  ufed 
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to  be  accompanied,  was  in  fuch  ge¬ 
neral  favour  in  Wales,  asfto  be  re¬ 
garded  among  the  pofifeffions  necef- 
fary  to  conflitute  a  gentleman.  The 
moft  ancient  W elfh  poetry  that  is 
now  intelligible  was  written  about 
the  year  i  ico,  and  fome  of  the 
tunes  that  are  preferved  in  the  late 
Mr.  Morris’s  MS.  which  were  tran- 
fcribed  from  the  mufic*book  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Penllin,  the  harper  in  queen 
Elizabeth’s  time,  are  fuppofed  by 
Dr.  Davies  to  be  coeval  with  the 
verfes  to  whiqh  they  were  fung, 
when  he  compofed  his  Grammar  and 
Catalogue  of  ancient  Cambro-Bri- 
tifh  fongs,  Unluckily  the  notation, 
or  tablature,  in  which  thefe  tunes 
have  been  written,  is  fo  uncommon 
and  difficult  to  reduce  to  modern 
characters,  that  though  the  gravity 
or  acutenefs  of  the  feveral  notes  can 
be  aicertained,  yet  their  lengths,  or 
duration,  cannot  be  eflablifhed  with 
any  degree  of  certainty,  by  any  rule 
which  I  have  been  yet  able  to  devife : 
however,  in  a  future  chapter,  when 
National-  Mufic  becomes  the  princi¬ 
pal  fubjedt  of  dilcuffion,  a  farther 
in veifi nation  of  thefe  characters  will 
be  attempted. 

44  The  harp  was  no  lefs  in  favour 
with  the  Saxons  and  Danes  than 
with  the  Britons ;  and  hiftorians 
never  fail  to  point  out  the  fragments 
of  heroic  fongs  which  were  lung  to 
iit  for  the  victory  obtained  by  Athel- 
ffian  in  938,  and  on  the  death  of  Ed¬ 
gar  97  3,  which  are  recorded  in  the 
Saxon  Chronicle.  Nor  is  theSaxon 
poet  Coed mon,  of  whom  Venerable 
Bede  makes  fuch  honourable  men¬ 
tion,  forgotten,  any  more  than  the 
mufical  abilities  of  our  great  Alfred, 
and  the  romantic  ufe  he  made  of 
them,  in  gaining  ad  million  as  a 
Sharper,  or  minitrel,  into  the  Darfifii 
camp, 

“  The  northern  annals  abound 
with  ipp.iP^Qfis  accounts  of  the  hp- 

/ 


nours  conferred  on  mufic  by  princes 
who  were  themfelves  proficients  in 
the  art,  and  the  Cambro-Britifh  in- 
ffiitutes,  with  laws  and  privileges  in 
favour  of  its  profeflors.  As  the  firfl 
mufician,  or  bard,  was  the  eighth 
officer  in  dignity  at  the  court  of  the 
Welfh  kings,  and  had  a  place  in  the 
royal  hall  next  to  the  fie  ward  of  the 
houffiold,  fo  the  refpedt  and  dignity 
with  which  bards  in  general  were 
treated  about  this  time,  jn  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  were  equal  to 
thofe  which  Homer  tells  us  their  pre- 
deceffiors,  Demodocus  and  Phemius 
enjoyed  in  Greece.  Mufic  was  now 
a  regal  accomplifhment,  as  we  find 
by  all  the  ancient  metrical  romances 
and  heroic  narrations  in  the  new 
formed  languages  of  the  times; 
and  to  fing  to  the  harp  was  neceffary 
to  a  perfect  prince,  and  complete 
hero. 

44  Euftace,  or  Wace,  the  author 
of  Le  Brut  d’Angleterre,  or  the 
Metrical  Hiftory  of  Brutus,  the  pre¬ 
tended  founder  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
reprefents  Gabbet,  one  of  our  kings, 
as  the  moil  able  mufician  of  his 
time :  one  who 

De  tous  eftrumens  fot  maiftrie 

Si  fot  de  toute  chanterie 

Molt  fot  de  lais,  molt  fot  de  note's,  &c„ 

Ev’ry  inflrument  could  play, 

And  in  fweeteft  manner  fing, 

Chanting  forth  each  kind  of  lay, 

To  the  found  of  pipe  or  firing. 

“  The  poet  afterwards  fpecifies 
fix  of  the  inftruments  upon  which 
the  Britifh  monarch  could  perform, 
in  the  following  rhymes  : 

De  vielcs  fot  et  de  rote? 

De  harpe  fot  et  de  chorurn, 

De  lire,  et  de  pfalterium  : 

Por  ce  qn’il  ot  de  chant  tel  fens, 

Difoient  la  gent  en  fon  terns, 

Que  il  eft  dieux  des  jongliours, 

Et  dieux  de  tours  les  chanteours,  &.e. 
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He  to  pfaltry,  viol,  rote, 

Chorus,  harp,  and  lyre  could  ling; 

And  fo  fweet  was  ev’ry  note 

When  he  touch’d  the  trembling  firing, 

That  with  love  and  zeal  inflam’d, 

All  who  join’d  the  lift’ning  throng, 

Him  with  ecftacy  proclaim’d 
God  of  minflrels,  god  of  fong. 

44  But  it  is  ever  with  muficas  with 
other  arts, 

<c  The  lefs  the  public  underftand 
fct  The  more  they  admire  the  flight  of 
hand.” 

44  The  hr  ft  Greek  muficians  were 
gods ;  the  fecond  heroes ;  the  third 
bards ;  the  fourth  beggars  !  During 
the  early  times  of  mufic*  in  every 
country,  the  wonder  and  affeHions 
of  the  people  have  been  gained  by 
furprize  ;  but  when  muficians  be¬ 
came  numerous,  and  the  art  was  re¬ 
garded  of  ealier  acquirement,  they 
loft  their  favour,  and  from  being 
feated  at  the  tables  of  kings,  and 
helped  to  the  firft  cut,  they  were  re¬ 
duced  to  the  in  oft  abject  ftate,  and 
ranked  among  rogues  and  vaga¬ 
bonds. 

44  The  fluctuating  favour  of  min- 
flrelfy  in  England  very  much  refem- 
bles  that  of  France,  of  which  the 
reader  has  already  had  an  account 
in  the  prefent  chapter  :  I  fhall  how¬ 
ever  give  a  fummary  of  its  progrefs 
and  encouragement  during  the  flrft 
dawning  of  our  literature,  avoiding 
every  circumftance  that  does  not 
neceflarily  appertain  to  my  fubjedt ; 
for  the  formation  of  our  language 
has  been  fo  amply  traced  by  Dr. 
johnfon,  in  the  Hiftory  of  it,  pre¬ 
fixed  to  his  Didtionary,  that  I  have 
neither  courage  nor  inclination  to 
meddle  with  it  ;  and  the  late  judi¬ 
cious  and  diligent  enquiries  into  the 
early  ftate  of  our  poetry,  by  Dr. 
Percy,  Mr.  Warton,  and  the  editor 
of  Chaucer’s  Canterbury  Tales, 
have  left  me  no  excufe  for  entering 
upon  that  ground,  unlefs  in  purfuit 


of  my  own  game.  But  though  I 
may  fometimes  have  hunted  on  the 
fame  manor  as  thefe  excellent  liter¬ 
ary  fportfmen,  and  during  the  chace 
have  accidentally  run  into  them  ; 
yet  the  chief  objects  of  our  purfuits 
have  been  extremely  different.  In¬ 
deed  mufic  and  poetry,  during  the 
infancy  of  their  cultivation,  in  every 
country,  are  fo  clofely  connected^ 
that  it  is  impoffibie  to  fpeak  of  one 
without  the  other;  yet  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  thofe  arts  advance  towards 
perfection,  they  will  not  only  be¬ 
come  more  and  more  independent, 
but  have  a  legiflation  and  a  language 
of  their  own,  which  will  feve. rally 
furnifh  their  hiftorians  with  fufficient 
employment,  without  feeming  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  each  other. 

44  We  are  certain  that  Brififh 
harpers  were  famous  long  before  the 
Conqueft,  and  the  bounty  of  oug 
firft  Norman  fove  reign  to  his  jocu- 
iator,  orbard,  is  recorded  in  Doomf- 
day-book  ;  nor  fhould  that  of  Henry 
the  Third  be  forgotten,  who,  in  the 
jthirty-lixth  year  of  his  reign,  not 
only  gave  forty  {hillings  and  a  pipe 
of  wine  to  Richard,  his  harper,  but 
another  pipe  of  wine  to  Beatrice,  the 
harper’s  wife.  All  our  moft  ancient 
poems,  whatever  was  their  length, 
were  fung  to  the  harp  on  Sundays 
and  on  public  feftivals.  Yet  in  the. 
legendary  life  of  St.  Chriftopher,  j 
written  about  the  year  1200,  wed' 
find  mention  made  of  the  fiddle  1 

— —  Chriflofre  hym  ferved  longe  ; 
The'kynge  loved  melodye  of  flthele  and  ’ 
of  fonge. 

44  The  harp  however  feems  for 
many  ages  to  have  been  the  favour¬ 
ite  inftrument  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  whether  under  Britifh, 
Saxon,  Danifh,  or  Norman  kings. 
Many  difgraceful  circumftances  are 
blazoned  of  the  poor  minftrels  :  it 
is  therefore  but  juft  to  relate  thofe 

thafci 
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that  redounded  to  their  honour ;  and 
the  Chronicle  of  Walter  Fleming, 
furnifhes  an  incident  that  well  de- 
fieives  to  be  recorded. 

Edward  the  Firft;,  according  to 
this  hiftorian,  about  the  year  1271, 
a  fhort  time  before  he  afcended  the 
throne,  took  his  harper  with  him  to 
the  Holy  Land  ;  and  this  muhcian 
muft  have  been  a  clofe  and  conftant 
attendant  on  his  mailer ;  for  when 
Edward  was  wounded  with  a  poifoned 
knife  at  Ptolemais,  the  harper, 
Citharaeda  fuus,  hearing  the  drug¬ 
gie,  rufhed  into  the  royal  apartment, 
and  killed  the  alia  din. 

44  The  learned  and  pious  Grof- 
tefle,  bithop  of  Lincoln,  who  died  in 
1253,  is  Laid,  in  fome  verfes  of  Ro¬ 
bert  de  Brunne,  who  flouriihed 
about  the  beginning  of  next  century, 
to  have  been  very  fond  of  the  metre 
and  muflc  of  the  minftrels.  The 
good  prelate  had  written  a  poem  in 
the  Romanfe  language,  called  Ma¬ 
nuel  Peche,  which  Robert  de  Brunne 
tranllated  into  Englifh,  with  a  de- 
fign,  as  he  tells  us  himfelr,  that  it 
fhould  be  fung  to  the  harp  at  public 
entertainments. 

For  lewed  men  I  undertoke 
In  Englilhe  tonge  to  make  th/s  boke, 

For  many  beyn  of  fuch  manere 
That  talys  and  rymys  wyle  blithly  here, 
In  gamys  and  felly’s  at  the  ale 
Love  men  to  liltene  trotonale. 

44  The  following  anecdote  con¬ 
cerning  the  love  which  his  author, 
bifhopGroftefle  had  for  mu  fie,  feems 
to  merit  a  place  here,  though  it  is 
re!ated  in  rude  rhymes, 

Y  fhall  you  tell  as  I  have  herd 
Of  the  hyfhop  fevnt  Roberd, 

Flys  toname  is  Groftefte 
Of  Lyncolne,  fo  leyth  the  gefte. 

He  loved  moche  to  here  the  harpe, 

For  mans  witte  yt  makyth  fharpe. 

2s  ext  hys  chamber,  befyde  his  ftudy, 

Flys  harper’s  chamber  was  faff  the  by. 
Many  tymes,  by  nightes  and  dayes, 

He  had  folacc  of  notes  and  lay®. 


One  alkede  hem  the  refon  why 
He  hadde  delyte  in  mynftrelfy  ? 

He  anfwerde  hym  on  this  manere 
Why  he  helde  the  harpe  fo  dere. 

“  The  virtu  of  the  harp,  thurgh  Ikyie  an4 
ryght, 

Wylie  deftrye  the  fendys  myght ; 

And  to  the  cros  by  gode  Ikeyi 
Ys  the  harp  ylykengd  weyl. 

Thirefore,  gode  men,  ye  fhall  lere@ 

When  ye  any  gleman  here. 

To  worfhepe  God  at  your  power. 

And  Davyd  in  the  fauter. 

Yu  harpe  and  tabour  and  fymphan  gie 
Worfliip  God  in  trumpes  and  fautre  : 

In  cordes,  yn  organes,  and  bells  ringyng, 
Yn  all  thefe  worfliip  the  hevene kyng,  Ac.’® 

44  In  purfuing  the  hiftory  of 
Englifh  Minftrels  I  am  frequently 
obliged  to  recount  circumflances 
which  have  lately  been  rendered  fa¬ 
miliar  to  many  of  my  readers  ;  but 
thefe  circumftances  are  fuch  as  feem 
fo  naturally  to  belong  to  my  work, 
that  thole  who  perufe  it  would  have 
caufe  to  complain,  fhould  they  be 
put  to  the  trouble  of  feeking  them 
elfewhere.  There  are  certain  events 
which  every  writer  muft  relate,  how¬ 
ever  they  may  have  loft;  the  charms 
of  novelty  by  frequent  repetition  ; 
for  by  omitting  them  he  would  be 
equally  abfurd  with  that  hiftorian, 
who  in  writing;  the  annals  of  Charles 
the  Firft,  fhould  fupprefs  the  cir~ 
cumftanceofthat  unfortunate  prince’s 
decapitation,  becaufe  it  has  been  al¬ 
ready  fo  often  related. 

44  A  lingular  privilege  granted  to 
itinerant  muficians  of  the  lowed 
clafs,  during  the  time  of  Cheiler 
fair,  is  of  this  kind,  and  though 
well  known  is  too  important  to  be 
omitted. 

44  The  Midfummer  fair  at  Chef- 
ter,  from  the  vicinity  of  that  city  to 
Ireland  and  Wales,  has  long  flip- 
ported  its  reputation  by  the  amufe- 
ment  it  affords  to  the  neighbouring* 
gentry,  and  the  profits  accruing  to 
traders,  who  affenible  there  from 
all  parts  of  his  majefty’s  dominions, 
J\  4  The 
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The  inftitutipn  of  this  fair  is  traced 
■up  to  the  time  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fefibr,  when  Leofric,  earl  of  Chef? 
ter,  among  other  grants  in  favour 
of  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburg,  in 
that  city,  eifablifhed  a  fair  on  the 
feftival  to  the  faint  to  whom  it  was 
dedicated,  and  in  his  honour  or? 
dained  that  the  perfons  of  whatever 
vagabonds,  or  even  culprits,  fhould 
*affemble  there  during  that  folemnity, 
fhould  be  fafe,  provided  they  vyere 
guilty  of  no  new  offence. 

4/*  Which  fpecial  privilege,  fay 
t]ie  authors  from  whom  1  ext  raft  the 
following  account,  as  in  procefs  of 
time  it  drew  an  extraordinary  con¬ 
fluence  of  loofe  people  thither  at 
that  feafon,  fo  it  happened  to  be  of 
lingular  advantage  to  Randal,  one 
of  the  fucceeding  earls  *  who,  in 
1212,  during  the  reign  of  king 
John,  being  fuddenly  befieged  by 
the  Welfh  in  Rhydland,  or  Rothe- 
lan  caftle,  in  Flintfture,  was  reiiev- 
»  ed,  rather  by  their  number  and  ap¬ 
pearance  than  provvefs,  under  the 
conduft  of  Robert  de  Lacy,  confta- 
ble  of  Cheffer,  who,  with  pipers 
and  other  kinds  of  minftrels  affem- 
bled  them  together,  and  marching 
towards  the  caflle,  fo  terrified  the 
‘Welfh  that  they  inftantly  fled.  “  In 
memory  of  which  notable  exploit, 
that  famous  meeting  of  Inch  min- 
jlrels  hath  been  duly  continued  to 
every  Midfummer  fair,  at  which 
time  the  heir  of  Hugh  de  Dutton, 
accompanied  with  diverfe  gentlemen, 
having  a  pen  on  pf  his  arms  borne 
before  him  by  one  of  the  principal 
minftrels,  who  alfo  weareth  his  fur- 
tout.  fir  ft  rideth  up  to  the  eaft  gafe 
of  the  city,  and  there  ca tiling  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  made  that  all  the 
jnuficians  and  minftrels  within  the 


county  Palatine  of  Chefter  do  ap¬ 
proach  and  play  before  him  ;  pre- 
fently  fo  attended  he  rideth  to  St. 
John’s  church,  and  having  heard 
folemn  fervice,  proceedeth  to  the 
place  for  keeping  of  his  court, 
where  the  lleward  having  called 
every  minflrel,  impanel leth  a  jury^ 
and  giveth  his  charge  :  firft,  to  en¬ 
quire  of  any  treafon  again  ft  the  king 
or  prince  (as  earl  of  Chefter)  ;  fe? 
condly,  whether  any  man  of  that 
profeffion  hath  “  exercifed  his  inftru? 
ment”  without  licence  from  the  lord 
of  that  court,  or  what  lpifdemeap? 
our  he  is  guilty  of  ;  and  thirdly, 
whether  they  have  heard  any  lan¬ 
guage  amongft  their  fellows,  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  difhonour  of  their  lord 
and  patron,  the  heir  of  Dutton, 
Which  privilege  was  anciently  fo 
granted  by  John  de  Lacy,  conftable 
of  Chefter,  fon  and  heir  to  the  be¬ 
fore  fpecified  Roger,  unto  John  de 
Dutton  and  his  heirs,  by  a  fpecial 
charter  in  thefe  words,  Magifterium 
omnia  liccatorum  et  meretricum  totius 
CefiriJJjircy  and  hath  been  thus  ex¬ 
ercifed  time  out  of  mind T 

“  This  privilege  has  been  confirm¬ 
ed  to  the  Dutton  family  in  a  ftatute 
fo  late  as  the  17th  of  George  II, 
cap.  o  where  exceptions  are  made 
in  favour  of  him  and  his  heirs 
“  concerning  the  liberty,  privilege, 
pre-eminence,  authority,  jurifdic- 
tion,  or  inheritance,  which  they, 
their  heirs  or  afligns,  now  lawfully 
ule,  or  have,  or  lavyfully  may  or 
ought  to  ufe  within  the  county  pa¬ 
latine  of  Chefter,  and  county  of 
Chefter,  or  either  of  them,  by  rea- 
fon  of  any  ancient  charters  of  any 
kings  of  this  land,  or  by  reafon  of 
any  prefeription  or  lawful  ufage,  qr 
title  vyhatibever.” 
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The  MANNER  of  TRAVELLING  in  RUSSIA. 
[From  the  MEMOIRS  of  Peter  Henry  Bruce,  Efq, j 


^pHE  manner  of  travelling 
in  Ruffin  is  extremely  com¬ 
modious,  efpecially  in  winter,  when 
their  hedges  glide  away  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ice  or  fnow,  in  a  flat 
country,  with  incredible  difpatch, 
and  ib  very  little  labour  to  the 
borfes,  .that  they  can  eafily  perform 
fifty  or  lixty  miles  a  day,  Their 
fledges  are  made  of  the  bark  of  the 
linden-tree,  fitted  to  the  fize  of  a 
man,  lined  with  fome  thick  felt, 
and  when  a  man  is  laid  along  in 
them,  he  is  wrapped  up  and  quite 
covered  in  good  furs.  The  driver 
for  the  moil:  part  runs  by  the  fledge 
to  keep  himfelf  warm,  or  fits  at  the 
feet  of  the  perfon  who  travels  ;  the 
fledges  being  built  very  low,  fhould 
they  happen  to  overturn,  there  is 
little  danger  in  the  fall.  In  this 
mode  qf  travelling,  the  time  is 
moftly  fpent  in  deeping,  the  eafy, 
al moil  imperceptible,  motion  favour¬ 
ing  their  repoie.  When  they  hap¬ 
pen  to  pafs  through  deferts,  or  great 
forefts,  where  they  are  obliged  to 
remain  all  night  in  the  open  air, 
they  kindle  a  great  fire,  round  which 
they  range  their  fledges,  fo  that  be¬ 
ing  well  clofcd  on  all  fides,  and  well 
covered  up  >vtth  their  furs,  they 
reft  more  commodioufly  than  in  a 
country  cottage,  where  men  and 
beads  being  lodged  together  in  one 
room,  greatly  didurb  a  man’s  red. 
The  greated1  inconvenience  ip  tra¬ 


velling  thofe  parts  is  the  want  of 
inns  on  the  road,  which  obliges  the 
travellers  to  carry  provisions  along 
with  them,  and  other  neceflaries 
they  may  band  in  need  of ;  but 
thofe  who  travel  fingly  commonly 
go  pod,  when  they  pay  the  whole 
expence  of  the  journey  at  fetting 
out,  and  have  no  more  occadon  to 
put  their  hand  in  their  pocket  till 
they  come  to  the  end  of  it,  which 
is  very  convenient.  The  pod-boy 
receives  a  written  order,  which  he 
delivers  to  the  next  who  fucceeds 
him,  and  fo  on  to  the  end  ;  and  they 
go  day  and  night,  having  frefti 
horfes  every  ten  miles,  fo  that  the 
traveller  may  deep  all  the  way  in 
his  fledge,  if  he  choofes.  They 
commonly  travel  an  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  I 
have  often  travelled  three  flagcs 
without  waking. 

“  In  the  fummer  they  travel  ei¬ 
ther  by  water,  on  the  rivers  with 
which  this  country  abounds  ;  or  by 
land  on  horfeback,  by  coach,  or 
fleeping-waggon  ;  the  roads  in  Ruf- 
fia  being  very  broad,  beautiful,  and 
eafy  for  travelling.  For  palling  the 
rivers  they  have  a  kind  of  floating 
bridges  made  of  large  fir-trees,  fat¬ 
tened  together,  which  can  fuppo'rt 
a  great  weight.  But  the  violent 
heat  of  the  fummer,  and  the  prodR 
gious  quantities  of  mufkitoes  and 
flies^  are  very  troubleforne,  and 

greatly 
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greatly  interrupt  the  pleafure  a  the  beauty  and  variety  of  its  fore  (Is, 
il  ranger  would  otherwife  have  in  rivers,  and  lakes.” 
paffing  through  this  country  from 


Account  of  a  curious  LAW-SUIT  between  TWO  BROTHERS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


T  my  return  to  Revel,  a 
comical  law-fuit  was  com¬ 
menced  between  my  landlord  and 
his  brother,  both  merchants  in  the 
town  ;  the  cafe  was  thus  :~The  two 
brothers  had  always  lived  at  great 
variance  with  each  other  ;  my  land¬ 
lord,  who  was  very  rich,  was  deter¬ 
mined,  in  cafe  he  fhould  die,  his 
brother  fhould  not  fucceed  him  ;  he 
had  been  married  feveral  years  to  a 
veryhandfome  woman,  without  hav¬ 
ing  any  children  by  her;  the  blame 
whereof  he  attributed  more  to  him- 
ielf  than  to  his  wife  ;  and  being  re- 
folved  that  his  wife,  at  any  rate, 
fhould  have  a  child,  to  deprive  his 
brother  from  being  his  heir,  he  took 
a  lieutenant  into  his  houfe  as  a 
lodger,  a  handfome  young  fellow, 
to  whom  he  gave  all  manner  of  op¬ 
portunities  to  converfe  with  his  wife, 
having  before  hand  concerted  the 
matter  with  her,  by  which  means 
flie  foon  proved  to  be  with  child  : 
fhe  then  made  the  gentleman  a  pre¬ 
lent  of  a  purfe  with  a  hundred 
ducats,  defiling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  feek  out  another  lodging, 
as  her  hufband  was  grown  jealous 
and  began  to  fufpedt  her,  which 
made  it  abfolutely  necefiary  for  him 
to  remove,  promifing,  that  it  he 
ever  flood  in  need  of  her  afiiflance, 
be  might  depend  upon  her.  The 
gentleman  finding  her  very  pofi- 
tive,  notwithflanding  all  his  remon- 


ffrances,  was,  at  laid,  obliged  to 
comply,  flattering  himfelf  to  find 
frequent  opportunities  to  converfe 
with  her  ;  but  in  this  he  found  him¬ 
felf  miflaken,  for  fhe  fhunned  all 
occafion  of  ever  being  alone  with 
him.  This  exafperated  him  fo  much, 
that  one  evening,  when  he  knew  her 
hu/band  to  be  from  home,  he  forced, 
his  way  into  her  bed-chamber,  and 
defired  to  know  why  fire  fhunned  his 
company.  She  very  frankly  told 
him,  that  fhe  had  cohabited  with 
him,  not  with  luff,  but  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  have  a  child  by  him  to 
inherit  her  hufband’s  eflate  ;  and  as 
file  was  now  with  child,  die  hoped 

,  r  '  m  a 

he  would  not  envy  its  being  heir  to 
a  good  eflate  ;  and  defired,  there--, 
fore,  he  would  not  be  an  inffrument 
in  defaming  her  and  ruining  his  own 
child  ;  defil  ing  him  to  give  over  any 
thoughts  of  enjoying  her  any  more, 
fhe  being  fully  determined  againfl  it. 
After  this  fpeech  file  gave  him  a 
diamond  ring,  and  a  purfe  with  fifty 
ducats  and  retired,  locking  herfelf 
up  in  another  room  :  upon  this  he 
went  away  in  a  great  palfion,  and  in 
a  fit  of  ill-humour,  divulged  the 
whole  intrigue  to  fome  of  his  com- 
panions,  who  foon  fpread  it  over  the 
town,  by  which  means  his  brother 
got  notice  of  it,  and  commenced  the 
law-fuit ;  but  the  hufband  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  child  to  be  his,  the  Rut 
was  dropt  in  courfe.” 

INTERVIEW 
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INTERVIEW  of  the  RUSSIAN  OFFICERS,  with  the  LADIES  of 
the  City  of  TARKU,  the  Metropolis  of  Dagestan  Tartary. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


f  |  ^ HIS  city  of  Tarku,  being 
|  the  metropolis  of  Dage- 
fian,  contains  above  three  thoufand 
houfes,  and  is  very  full  of  inhab  t- 
ants  ;  the  houfes  all  two  Tories  high, 
platformed  at  top,  handing  clofe  to 
each  other  :  the  women  walk  upon 
them  in  the  cool  of  the  evenings,  as 
the  men  do  in  the  ilreets.  Every 
houfe  has  a  garden  ftored  with  ail 
kinds  of  delicious  fruits,  and  all 
well  fupplied  with  fine  fprings  of 
water  ;  as  for  their  women,  they  are 
incomparably  beautiful,  both  in  fea¬ 
ture  and  hi  ape,  with  a  fair  clear 
completion,  accompanied  with  love¬ 
ly  black  eyes  and  hair ;  but  as  the 
men  are  very  jealous,  they  are  al¬ 
ways  locked  up,  fo  that  it  is  no  eafy 
matter  to  get  fight  of  them  and  I 
believe  we  fliould  not  have  feen  any 
of  them  it  it  had  not  happened 
twice  by  accident.  We  had  the  li¬ 
berty  to  go  into  the  city  to  buy  ne- 
celTaries,  and  were  ordered  on  thefe 
occafions  to  go  in  ifrong  parties  and 
well  armed,  for  we  placed  no  great 
confidence  in  the  fidelity  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  and  being  in  town  one 
day  with  feveral  officers,  well  efcort- 
ed,  we  law  one  of  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants  going  into  his  houfe,  when 
we  made  bold  to  throng  in  with  him 
much  a  gain  ft  his  inclination  ;  but, 
being  informed  by  our  interpreter, 
that  we  were  officers  of  rank,  and 
that  we  begged  the  favour  he  would 
indulge  our  curiohty  by  Ibewing  us 
the  iiflide  of  his  houfe,  he  at  laft 
reludfantly  confented,  and  led  us  in¬ 
to  his  apartments ;  the  floors  were  all 
covered  with  very  fine  Perfian  tapef- 
try,  without  any  other  kind  of  orna¬ 


ment,  excepting  fome  fine  mattrafles, 
and  filk  quilts,  upon  which'they  lie 
at  night  ;  they  have  neither  chairs 
nor  tables,  but  ail  fit  or  lie  on  the' 
floor  ;  inflead  of  glals  in  the  win¬ 
dows,  they  have  blinds,  very  cu« 
rioufly  checkered  of  plaited  reed, 
through  which  they  can  fee  what 
pafles  in  the  ftreet  without  being 
feen  within;  the  walls  and  cielings 
are  all  white  without  any  ornament* 
After  this  he  led  us  into  a  iquare 
court,  divided  in  the  middle,  by  a 
high  wall,  which  feparated  his  own 
apartments  from  thofe  of  the  wo¬ 
men  *  having  (hewed  us  alfo  his 
garden,  very  well  Acred  with  all 
kinds  of  fruit,  he  invited  us  to  lit 
down  with  him  on  a  fopha  under  a 
piazza,  and  entertained  us  with  cof¬ 
fee,  fruits,  and  fweet-meats  ;  when 
captain  Brunie,  one  of  our  compa¬ 
ny,  ihewed  him  a  very  pretty  fhav- 
ing-glafs  he  carried  in  his  pocket, 
and  obferving  he  was  much  pieafed 
with  it,  the  captain  made  him  a 
prefent  of  it,  which  feemed  to  in¬ 
gratiate  us  with  him.  After  fome 
converfation  with  our  hoft,  we  beg¬ 
ged  the  favour  of  him  to  let  us  fee  1 
his  women  in  their  drefs,  only  at  a 
di fiance  ;  to  which,  though  unwil¬ 
lingly,  he  at  laft  confented,  and 
went  himfeif  to  their  apartments  to 
order  them  to  get  themfeives  ready, 
as  we  apprehended,  and  returning 
prefently,  he  fat  down  again  and 
converfed  fome  time  with  us  He 
then  went  again,  and  brought  out 
four  of  his  wives,  and  eight  of  his 
concubines,  and  placed  them  all  in 
a  row  that  we  might  have  a  full  view 
of  them,  in  which  pollute  he  left 

them 
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them  Handing,  and  returning  him- 
felf  to  the  fofa,  he  fat  down  with 
ns  :  the  ladies,  however,  feemingly 
diipleafed  to  be  gazed  at,  at  fuch  a 
didance,  advanced  with  one  accord, 
and  feated  themielves  upon  the  fofa 
oppohte  to  us,  at  which  forwardnefs 
our  hod  feetned  not  at  all  pleafed, 
and  they,  not  regarding  him  in  the 
lead,  examined  our  drefs  very  nar¬ 
rowly,  and  put  a  great  many  quef- 
tions  to  us,  by  our  interpreter,  efpe- 
cially  relating  to  the  cudoms  and 
drefs  of  our  women,  and  how  many 
women  were  allowed  in  our  countrv 
to  each  man  :  on  their  being  in¬ 
formed  that  no  man  was  allowed  to 
have  more  than  one  wife,  and  that 
the  women  had  the  fame  liberty  as 
the  men  to  walk  abroad  and  vilit 
their  neighbours ;  they  clapped  their 
hands,  and  cried  out  with  emotion, 
“O!  happy,  happy  country  Is’  Our 
hod  not  being  at  all  pleated  with 
their  condudl,  ordered  them  imme¬ 
diately  to  their  apartments,  and  they 
obeyed  with  much  reludlance.  They 
were  all  mod  lovely  creatures,  but 
the  concubines  excelled  the  wives  in 
beauty  ;  the  reafon  is  obvious,  for 
they  are  married  to  their  wives  by 
proxy,  and  the  others  they  take 
from  choice.  After  fome  diort  day 
we  took  our  leave,  having  invited 
our  hod  to  come  next  day  and  fee  us 
in  the  camp  :  upon  his  coming  we 
entertained  him  very  handfomely, 
and  he  appeared  to  be  mod  delight¬ 
ed  with  our  regimental  miidc  ;  and  he 
told  us  at  his  taking  leave,  that  as  we 
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had  (hewn  him  fo  much  politenefs 


and  civility,  we  fhoald  always  be  wel¬ 
come  to  his  houfe  while  we  daid  in 
thofe  parts  ;  but  although  we  at¬ 
tempted  it  we  never  could  again  ob¬ 
tain  ad  mifiion. 

“  The  next  view  we  got  of  the 
Dageftan  ladies  was  at  the  emprefs’s 
tent  :  the  lhafkaEs  ladies,  attended 
by  other  ladies  of  rank  and  fafhion, 
came  to  wait  on  her  majedy  ;  they 
came  fo  clofe  flint  up  in  coaches  that 
they  could  not  be  feen.  When  they 
arrived  at  the  emprefs’s  tent,  they 
were  feated  on  culhions  of  crimfon 
velvet,  laid  on  Perdan  carpets,  that 
were  fpread  upon  the  ground,  and 
there  they  fat  crofs-legged  according 
to  their  cudom.  Alter  they  were 
feated,  the  emprefs  gaye  orders  that 
the  officers  fhould  be  admitted  to  fee 
the  ladies,  who  were,  indeed,  all  of 
them  extremely  lovely  :  her  majedv 
had  ordered,  that  when  one  compa¬ 
ny  of  the  officers  had  gratified  their 
curiofity,  they  fhould  retire  and  make 
way  for  others  ;  by  which  means  the 
vidt  of  the  ladies  laded  till  it  was 
pretty  late  at  night,  when  they  were 
attended  back  to  the  city  by  her  fer- 
vants,  with  abundance  of  torches,, 
highly  pleafed  with  their  reception  ; 
and  not  only  being  informed,  but 
alfo  feeing  how  uncondncd  our  wo¬ 
men  live,  they  certainly  were  as 
much  taken  with  it  as  thofe  of  our 
hod ;  and  I  dare  fay,  if  we  could  have 
beat  up  for  volunteers  among  thofe 
lovely  daughters  of  the  Amazons, 
their  men  would  now  have  been  left 
as  women lefs  as  they  were  in  thole 
ancient  times,” 


ACCOUNT 


HISTORY  «f  ANDREW  the  HEBRIDIAN.  [i57] 


ACCOUNT  of  the  MARRIAGE  of  TWO  DWARFS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


H  ^T^HE  pfincefs  Natalia,  only 
8  lifter  to  the  czar,  by  the 
fame  mother,  ordered  preparations 
8o  be  made  for  a  grand  wedding  for 
two  of  her  dwarfs,  who  were  to  be 
married  ;  on  which  occafton  feveral 
fmall  coaches  w'ere  made,  and  little 
Shetland  horfes  provided  to  draw 
them  ;  and  all  the  dwarfs  in 
fire  kingdom  were  fummoned  to  ce¬ 
lebrate  the  nuptials,  to  the  number 
of  ninety-three:  they  went  in  a  grand 
proceftion  through  ail  the  ftreets  of 
Mofcow ;  before  them  went  a  large 
®pen  waggon  drawn  by  fix  horfes, 
with  kettle-drums,  trumpets,  French 
horns,  and  hautboys ;  then  followed 
»he  marihal  and  his  attendants,  two 
and  two,  on  horfeback ;  then  the 
bridegroom  and  bride,  in  a  coach 
and  fix,  attended  by  their  bride 
man  and  maid,  who  fat  before  them 
in  the  coach  :  they  were  followed  by 
fifteen  fmall  coaches,  each  drawn  by 
fix  Shetland  horfes,  and  each  con¬ 
taining  four  dwarfs.  It  was  fome- 
what  lurprifing  to  fee  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  little  creatures  in  one  com¬ 
pany  together ;  efpeciaily  as  they 
were  furnilhed  with  an  equipage 
conformable  to  their  ftature.  Two 


troops  of  dragoons  attended  the  pro- 
ceffion  to  keep  oft*  the  mob,  and 
many  perfons  of  fafhion  were  invited 
to  the  wedding,  who  attended  in 
their  coaches  to  the  church,  where 
the  fmall  couple  were  married : 
from  thence  the  proceftion  returned 
in  order  to  the  princefs’s  palace, 
where  a  grand  entertainment  was 
prepared  for  the  company  ;  two  long 
tables  were  covered,  on  each  lide  of 
a  long  hall,  where  the  company  of 
dwarfs  dined  together  :  the  princefs, 
with  her  two  nieces,  princefs  Anne 
and  Elizabeth,  the  czar’s  daughters, 
were  at  the  trouble  themfelves  to  fee 
them  all  feated  and  well  attended, 
before  they  fat  down  to  their  own 
table.  At  night  the  princefles,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  nobility,  conducted  the 
married  couple  to  bed  in  great  ftate : 
after  that  ceremony,  the  dwarf  com¬ 
pany  had  a  large  room  allotted  them 
to  make  merry  among  themfelves  ; 
the  entertainment  concluded  with  a 
ball,  which  lafted  till  day-light.  The 
company  which  attended  the  prin- 
cefies  on  this  occafton  xvere  fo  un~ 
merous,  that  they  filled  feveral 
rooms.  ” 


PART  of  the  HISTORY  of  ANDREW  the  HEBRIDIAN. 
[From  the  American  Farmer’s  Letters.] 


*«  A  WEEK  after  news  came 
that  a  veflei  was  arrived 
with  Scotch  emigrants.  Mr.  C.  and 
I  went  to  the  dock  to  fee  them  dif- 
«mbark. 


“  Several  citizens,  impelled  e la¬ 
ther  by  fpontaneous  attachments,  or 
motives  of  humanity,  took  many 
of  them  to  their  houfes  ;  the  city 
Agreeably  to  its  ufual  wifdom 
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and  humanity,  ordered  them  all  to 
be  lodged  in  the  barracks,  and  plenty 
of  proviiions  to  be  gi  en  them.  My 
friend  pitched  Upon  one  alfo  and  led 
him  to  his  houfe,  with  his  wife, 
and  a  fon  about  fourteen  years  of 
age.  The  majority  of  them  had 
contracted  for  land  the  year  before, 
by  means  of  an  agent ;  the  red  de¬ 
pended  entirely  upon  chance ;  and 
the  one  who  followed  us  was  of  this 
iaft  clafs.  Poor  man,  he  fmiled  cm 
receiving  the  invitation,  and  gladly 
accepted  it,  bidding  his  wife  and  fon 
do  the  fame,  in  a  language  which  I 
did  not  underhand.  He  gazed  with 
uninterrupted  attention  on  every 
thing  he  faw  ;  the  hotlfes,  the  in¬ 
habitants,  the  negroes,  and  car¬ 
riages  :  every  thing  appeared  equal¬ 
ly  new  to  him  ;  and  we  went  How, 
in  order  to  give  him  time  to  teed  on 
this  pleating  variety.  Good  God  ! 
faid  he,  is  this  Philadelphia,  that 
bleffed  city  of  bread  and  proviiions, 
of  which  we  have  heard  fo  much  ? 
I  am  told  it  was  founded  the  fame 
vear  in  which  my  father  was  born  ; 
why  it  is  finer  than  Greenock  and 
Glafgow,  which  are  ten  times  as  old. 
It  is  fo,  faid  my  friend  to  him,  and 
when  thee  halt  been  here  a  month, 
thee  wilt  foon  fee  that  it  is  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  a  fine  province,  of  which  thee 
art  going  to  be  a  citizen  :  Greenock 
enjoys  neither  fuch  a  climate  nor 
fuch  a  foil.  Thus  we  flowly  pro¬ 
ceeded  along,  when  we  met  feveral 
large  Lancafter  fix-hone  waggons, 
juft  arrived  from  the  country.  At 
this  itupendous  fight  he  flopped 
fhort,  and  with  great  diffidence  afk- 
ed  us  what  was  the  ufe  of  thefe  great 
moving  houfes,  and  where  thole  big 
horfes  came  from  ?  Have  you  none 
fuch  at  home,  I  alked  him  ?  Gh 
no ;  thefe  huge  animals  would  eat 
all  the  grafs  of  our  itland  !  We  at 
laft  reached  my  friend’s  houfe,  who 
in  the  glow  of  well-meant  hofpita- 


lity,  made  them  all  three  fit  dowri 
to  a  good  dinner,  and  gave  them  as 
much  cyder  as  they  could  drink. 
God  blefs  this  country,  and  the  good 
people  it  contains,  faid  he;  this  is 
the  belt  meal’s  victuals  I  have  made 
a  long  time — I  thank  you  kindly. 

“  What  part  of  Scotland  doit 
thee  comq  from,  friend  Andrew, 
faid  Mr.  C  ?  Some  of  us  come  from 
the  main,  feme  from  the  ifland  of 
Barra,  he  anfwered— -I  myfelf  am  a 
Barra  man.  I  looked  on  the  map, 
and  by  its  latitude,  eafily  guefl'ed 
that  it  muft  be  an  inhofpitable  cli¬ 
mate.  What  fort  of  land  have  ybu 
got  there,  I  afked  him  ?  Bad  enough, 
faid  he;  \ve  have  no  fuch  trees  as  I 
fee  here,  no  wheat,  no  kyne,  no 
apples.  Then,  I  obferved,  it  muft 
be  hard  for  the  poor  to  live.  We 
have  no  poor,  he  anfwered,  we  are 
all  alike,  except  our  laird  ;  but  he 
cannot  help  every  body.  Pray  what 
is  the  name  of  your  laird ?  Mr* 
Neiel,  faid  Andrew ;  the  like  of 
him  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  ifles ;  his  forefather?  have 
lived  there  thirty  generations  ago, 
as  we  are  told.  Now,  gentlemen, 
you  may  judge  what  an  ancient  fa¬ 
mily  eftate  it  'muft  be.  But  it  is 
cold,  the  land  is  thin,  and  there 
were  too  many  of  us,  which  are  the 
reafons  that  fome  are  come  to  feek 
their  fortunes  here.  Well,  Andrew, 
what  ftep  do  you  intend  to  take  in 
order  to  become  rich  ?  I  do  not 
know,  Sir ;  I  am  but  an  ignorant 
man,  a  firanger  befides — I  mull  rely 
on  the  advice  of  good  Chriftians, 
they  would  not  deceive  me,  I  am 
fure.  1  have  brought  with  me  a 
character  from  our  Barra  minifter, 
can  it  do  me  any  good  here  ?  Oh,  yes ; 
but  your  future  fuccefs  will  depend 
entirely  on  your  own  condudl;  if 
you  are  a  fober  man,  as  the  certifi¬ 
cate  fays,  laborious,  and  honeft, 
there  is  no  fear  but  that  you  will  do 

well. 
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well.  Have  you  brought  any  money 
with  you,  Andrew !  Yes,  Sir,  eleven 
guineas  and  a  half.  Upon  my  word 
it  is  a  considerable  fum  for  a  Barra 
man ;  how  came  you  by  io  much 
money?  Why  feven  years  ago  I 
received  a  legacy  of  thirty-feven 
pounds  from  an  uncle,  who  loved 
me  much  ;  my  wife  brought  me  two 
guineas,  when  the  laird  gave  her  to 
me  for  a  wife,  which  I  have  faved 
ever  fince.  J  have  fold  all  I  had  ; 

I  worked  in  Glafgow  for  fome  time. 

I  am  iSlad  to  hear  you  are  fo  faving 
and  prudent;  be  fo  ftill  :  you  muff 
go  and  hire  yourfelf  with  fome  good 
people  ;  what  can  you  do  ?  I  yan 
threfli  a  little,  and  handle  the  fpade. 
Can  you  plough  ?  Yes,  Sir,  with 
the  little  bread  plough  I  have  brought 
with  me.  Thefe  won’t  do  here, 
Andrew  ;  you  are  an  able  man ;  if 
you  are  willing  you  wall  foon  learn. 
I’ll  tell  you  what  I  intend  to  do; 
Pll  fend  you  to  my  houfe,  where 
you  A  all  flay  two  or  three  weeks, 
there  you  muft  exercife  yourfelf  with 
the  axe,  that  is  the  principal  tool 
the  Americans  want,  and  particular¬ 
ly  the  back-fettlers.  Can  your  wife 
fpin  ?  Yes,  file  can.  Well  then 
as  foon  as  you  are  able  to  handle  the 
axe,  you  fhall  go  and  live  with  Mr. 
I5.  R.  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
who  will  give  you  four  dollars  per 
month,  for  the  firfl  fix,  and  the 
ufual  price  of  five  as  long  as  you  re¬ 
main  with  him,  I  fhall  place  your 
wife  in  another  houfe,  where  {he  fnall 
receive  half  a  dollar  a  week  for  fpin- 
ning  ;  and  your  fon  a  dollar  a  month 
to  drive  the  team.  You  fhall  have 
befides  good  victuals  to  eat,  and  good 
beds  to  lie  on  :  will  all  this  fatisfy 
you,  Andrew  ?  He  hardly  under- 
flood  what  I  faid  ;  the  honed  tears 
of  gratitude  fell  from  his  eyes  as  he 
looked  at  me,  and  its  expredions 
feemed  to  quiver  on  his  lips.  — 
Though  filent,  this  was  faying  a 


great  deal ;  there  was  befides  fome- 
thing  extremely  moving  to  fee  a  man 
fix  feet  high,  thus  died  tears ;  and 
they  did  not  leffen  the  good  opinion 
I  had  entertained  of  him.  At  lad 
he  told  me,  that  my  offers  were  more 
than  he  defer ved,  and  that  he  would 
did  begin  to  work  for  his  vi&uals. 
No,  no,  faid  I,  if  you  are  careful 
and  fober,  and  do  what  you  can, 
you  fhall  receive  what  I  told  you, 
after  you  have  ferved  a  fhort  ap~ 
prenticefhip  at  my  houfe.  May  God 
re-pay  you  for  all  your  kindneffes, 
faid  Andrew  ;  as  long  as  I  live  I 
dull  thank  you,  and  do  what  I  can 
for  you.  A  few  days  after  I  fent 
them  all  three  to  — ,  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  fome  waggons,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  viewing,  and 
convincing  himfelf  of  the  utility  c-£ 
thofe  machines  which  he  had  at  drift 
fo  much  admired. 

44  Andrew  arrived  at  my  houfe 
a  week  before  I  did,  and  I  found  my 
wife,  agreeably  to  my  inftrudtions, 
had  placed  the  axe  in  his  hands,  as 
his  drift  tafk.  For  fome  time  he  was 
very  auk  ward,  but  he  was  fo  docile, 
fo  willing,  and  grateful,  as  well  as 
his  wife,  that  I  fofefaw  he  would 
fucceed.  Agreeably  to  my  prom  lie, 
I  put  them  all  with  different  fami¬ 
lies,  where  they  were  well  liked, 
and  all  parties  were  pleaded.  An¬ 
drew  worked  hard,  lived  well,  grew 
fat,  and  every  Sunday  came  to  pay 
me  a  vidt  on  a  good  horfe,  which 
Mr.  P.  R.  lent  him.  Poor  man,  it 
took  him  a  long  time  ere  he  could 
fit  on  the  faddie  and  hold  the  bridle 
properly.  I  believe  he  had  never 
before  mounted  fuch  a  bead,  though 
I  did  notchoofe  to  afk  him  thatquef- 
tion,  for  fear  it  might  fuggeft  fome 
mortifying  ideas.  After  having  been 
twelve  months  at'  Mr.  P.  R’s,  and 
having  received  his  own  and  his  fa¬ 
mily’s  wages,  which  amounted  to 
eighty-four  dollars ;  he  came  to  fee 

me 
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me  on  a  week-day,  and  told  me,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  middle  age,  and 
would  willingly  have  land  of  his 
own,  in  order  to  procure  him  a 
home,  as  a  ihelter  againft  old  age  ; 
that  whenever  this  period  ftiould 
come,  his  fon,  to  whom  he  would 
give  his  land,  would  then  maintain 
him,  and  thus  live  all  together ;  he 
therefore  required  my  advice  and 
afliftance.  I  thought  his  defire  very* 
natural  and  praife-worthy,  and  told 
him  that  I  fhould  think  of  it,  but 
that  he  muh  remain  one  month  longer 
with  Mr.  P.  R.  who  had  3000  rails 
to  fplit.  He  immediately  confented. 
The  fpring  was  not  far  advanced 
enough  yet  for  Andrew  to  begin 
clearing  any  land  even  fuppofing 
that  he  had  made  a  purchafe ;  as  it 
is  always  neceflary  that  the  leaves 
fhould  be  out,  in  order  that  this  ad¬ 
ditional  combuftible  may  ferve  to 
burn  the  heaps  of  brufh  more  rea¬ 
dily. — 

“  The  time  approached  when  I 
had  promifed  Andrew  my  belt  aflift- 
ance  to  fettle  him ;  for  that  purpofe 
I  went  to  Mr.  A.  V.  in  the  county 

Qf - ,  who,  I  was  informed,  had 

purchafed  a  track  of  land,  contigu¬ 
ous  to - fettlement.  I  gave  him 

a  faithful  detail  of  the  progrefs  An¬ 
drew  had  made  in  the  rural  arts ;  of 
his  honefty,  fobriety,  and  gratitude, 
and  prefled  him  to  fell  him  an  hun¬ 
dred  acres.  This  I  cannot  comply 
with,  faid  Mr.  A.  V,  but  at  the 
fame  time  I  will  do  better ;  I  love  to 
encourage  honeft  Europeans  as  much 
as  you  do,  and  to  fee  them  profper  : 
you  tell  me  he  has  but  one  fon  ;  I 
will  leafe  them  an  hundred  acres  for 
any  term  of  years  you  pleale,  and 
make  it  more  valuable  to  your 
Scotchman  than  if  he  were  poflefied 
of  the  fee  Ample.  By  that  means 
he  may,  with  what  little  money  he 
has,  buy  a  plough,  a  team,  and  lome 
flock  $  he  will  not  be  incumbered 


with  debts  and  mortgages ;  what  he 
raifes  will  be  his  own ;  had  he  two 
or  three  fons  as  able  as  himfelf,  then 
I  fhould  think  it  more  eligible  for* 
him  to  purchafe  the  fee  iimple.  X 
join  with  you  in  opinion,  and  will 
bring  Andrew  along  with  me  in  a 
few  days. 

“  Well,  honeft  Andrew,  faid  Mr. 
A.  V.  in  eonfideration  of  your  good 
name,  I  will  let  you  have  an  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  good  arable  land,  that 
fhall  be  laid  out  along  a  new  road  ; 
there  is  a  bridge  already  eredted  on 
the  creek  that  pafles  through  the . 
land,  and  a  fine  fvvamp  of  about 
twenty  acres.  Thefe  are  my  terms, 

I  cannot  fell,  but  l  will  leafe  you 
the  quantity  that  Mr.  James,  your 
friend,  has  alked ;  the  firfl  feven 
years  you  fnall  pay  no  rent ;  what¬ 
ever  you  fow  and  reap,  and  plant 
and  gather,  lhall  be  entirely  your 
own  ;  neither  the  king,  government, 
nor  church,  will  have  any  claim  on 
your  future  property  :  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  time  you  muft  give 
me  twelve  dollars  and  a  half  a  year; 
and  that  is  all  you  will  have  to  pay 
me.  Within  the  three  firfi  years 
you  muft  plant  fifty  apple  trees,  and 
clear  feven  acres  of  fvvamp  within 
the  firft  part  of  the  leafe;  it  will  be 
your  own  advantage  :  whatever  you 
do  more  within  that  time,  I  will  pay 
you  for  it,  at  the  common  rate  of 
the  country.  The  term  of  the  leafe 
fhall  be  thirty  years;  how  do  you 
like  it,  Andrew  ?  Oh,  Sir,  it  is  very 
good,  but  I  am  afraid,  that  the  king 
or  his  minifters,  or  the  governor,  or 
fome  of  our  great  men,  will  come 
and  take  the  land  from  me  ;  vour 
fon  may  fay  to  me,  by  and  by,  this 
is  my  father’s  land,  Andrew,  you 
muft  quit  it.  No,  no,  faid  Mr.  A. 
V.  there  is  no  fuch  danger;  the 
king  and  his  minifters  are  too  juft  to 
take  the  labour  of  a  poor  fettler  ; 
here  we  have  no  great  men,  but 
1  *  what  , 
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what  are  fubordinate.  to  our  laws; 
hut  to  calm  all  your  fears,  I  will 
give  you  a  leafe,  ib  that  none  can 
make  you  afraid.  If  ever  you  are 
_  diffatisfied  with  the  land,  a  jury  of 
your  own  neighbourhood  dial!  va¬ 
lue  all  your  improvements,  and  you 
ihall  be  paid  agreeably  to  their  ver¬ 
dict.  You  may  fell  the  leafe,  or  if 
you  die,  you  may  previouily  difpofe 
of  it,  as  if  the  land  was  your  own. 
Expreilive,  yet  inarticulate  joy,  was 
mixed  in  his  countenance,  which 
feemed  impreifed  with  aftonifhment 
and  confufion.  Do  you  underhand 
me  well,  faid  Mr.  A.  Y  ?  No,  Sir, 
replied  Andrew,  I  know  nothing  of 
rvhat  you  mean  about  leafe,  im¬ 
provement,  will,  jury,  &c.  That 
is  honell,  we  win  explain  thefe  things 
to  you  by  and  by.  It  mull  be  con¬ 
ferred  that  thofe  were  hard  words, 
which  he  had  never  heard  in  his  life; 
for  by  his  ow'd  account,  the  ideas 
they  convey  would  be  totally  ufelefs 
In  the  iiland  of  Barra.  No  wonder, 
therefore,  that  he  was  e  mb  a  traded  ; 
for  how  could  the  man  who  had  hardly 
a  will  of  his  own  iincc  he  was  born, 
imagine  he  could  have  one  after  his 
death  ?  How  could  the  perfon  who 
;  never  pofldfed  any  thing,  conceive 
that  he  could  extend  his  new  do¬ 
minion  over  this  land,  even  after  he 
fhould  be  laid  in  his  grave  ?  For 
ray  part,  I  think  Andrew’s  amaze¬ 
ment  did  not  imply  any  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  ignorance  ;  he  was 
;ian  aftor  introduced  upon  a  new 
i  fcene,  it  required  fome  time  ere  he 
i| could  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  part 
jhe  was  to  perform.  However  he 
nvas  foon  enlightened,  and  intro- 
ijiduced  into  thofe  myderies  with 
| which  we  native  Americans  are  but 
)  too  well  acquainted. 

“  Here  then  is  honed  Andrew,  in¬ 
i'  veiled  with  every  municipal  aclvan- 
L’  tage  they  confer ;  become  a  free- 
0  holder,  poifefTed  of  a  vote,  of  a 
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place  of  rehdcnce,  a  citizen  of  the 
province  of  Pennfyl vania.  Andrew’s 
original  hopes  and  the  aidant  prof- 
peds  he  had  formed  in  the  iiland  of 
Barra,  were  at  the  eve  of  being  re¬ 
adied  ;  we  there  lore  can  eadly  for¬ 
give  him  a  few  Ipontaneous  ejacula  • 
tions,  which  would  be  ufelefs  to  re¬ 
peat.  This  fhort  tale  is  eadly  told  ; 
few  words  are  fufficient  to  defcribe 
this  fudden  change  of  fituation;  but 
in  his  mind  it  was  gradual,  and 
took  him  above  a  week  before  he 
could  be  fure,  that  without  difburf- 
mg  any  money  he  could  poffefa 
lands.  Soon  after  he  prepared  him¬ 
felf  ;  I  lent  him  a  barrel  of  pork* 
and  200  lb.  weight  of  meal,  and 
made  him  purchaie  what  was  ne- 
ceffary  beddes. 

<£  He  fet  out,  and  hired  a  room. 
I11  the  houfe  of  a  fettler  who  lived 
the  mod  contiguous  to  his  own 
land.  His  firft  work  was  to  clear 
dome  acres  of  fwamp,  that  he  might 
have  a  fupply  of  hay  the  following 
year  for  his  two  horfes  and  cows. 
From  the  firft-  day  he  began  to  work* 
he  was  indefatigable;  his  honedy 
procured  him  friends,  and  his  in- 
duftry  the  edeem  of  his  new  neigh¬ 
bours.  One  of  them  offered  him, 
two  acres  of  cleared  land,  whereon 
he  might  plant  corn,  pumpkins, 
fquafhes,  and  a  few  potatoes,  that 
very  feafon.  It  is  a  ft  oni  filing  how 
quick  men  will  learn  when  they 
work  for  themfclves.  I  faw  with 
pleafure  two  months  after,  Andrew 
holding  a  two  horfe-plough  and 
tracing  his  furrows  quite  ftraight ; 
thus  the  fpade  man  of  the  iiland  of 
Barra  was  become  the  tiller  of  Ame¬ 
rican  foil.  Well  done,  faid  I,  An¬ 
drew,  well  done  ;  I  fee  that  God 
fpeeds  and  dire&s  your  works;  I  lee 
profperity  delineated  in  all  your  fur¬ 
rows  and  head  lands.  Raile  this  crop 
of  corn  with  attention  and  care,  and 
then  you  will  be  mailer  of  the  art. 

L  “  As 
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**  As  he  had  neither  mowing  nor 
reaping  to  do  that  year,  I  told  him 
that  the  time  was  come  to  build  his 
•houfe ;  and  that  for  the  pnrpofe  I 
would  myfelt  invite  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  a  frolick ;  that  thus  he  would 
have  a  large  dwelling  eredted,  arid 
fome  upland  cleared  in  one  day.  Mr. 
P.  R.  his  old  friend,  came  at  the 
time  appointed,  with  all  his  hands, 
and  brought  victuals  in  plenty ;  I 
did  the  fame.  About  forty  people 
repaired  to  the  fpot ;  the  fongs,  and 
merry  dories  went  round  the  woods 
from  duller  to  duller,  as  the  people 
had  gathered  to  their  different  works ; 
trees  fell  on  all  rides,  bufhes  were  cut 
up  and  heaped;  and  while  many 
were  thus  employed,  others  with 
their  teams  hauled  the  big  logs  to  the 
fpot  which  Andrew  had  pitched  up¬ 
on  for  the  eredtion.of  his  new  dwell¬ 
ing.  We  all  dined  in  the  woods ; 
in  the  afternoon  the  logs  tvere  placed 
with  1-kids,  and  the  ufual  contriv¬ 
ances:  thus  the  rude  houfe  was  rail¬ 
ed,  and  above  two  acres  of  land  cut 
up,  cleared,  and  heaped. 

51  u  Whilff  all  thefe  different  ope¬ 
rations  were  performing,  Andrew 
was  abfolutely  incapable  of  work¬ 
ing;  it  was  to  him  the  mofl  folemn 
holiday  he  had  ever  feen  ;  it  would 
have  been  facrilegious  in  him  to  have 
defiled  it  with  menial  labour.  Poor 
man,  he  fandtified  it  with  joy  and 
thankfgiving,  and  honeftlibations  — 
he  went  from  one  to  the  other  with 
the  bottle  in  his  hand,  prefiing  every 
body  to  drink,  and  drinking  himfelf 
to  ffiew  the  example.  He  fpent  the 
whole  day  in  finding,  laughing,  and 
uttering  monofyllables :  his  wife  and 
fon  were  there  alfo,  but  as  they  could 
not  underffand  the  language,  their 
pleafure  muft  have  been  altogether 
that  of  the  imagination.  The  power¬ 
ful  lord,  the  wealthy  merchant,  on 
feeing  the  fuberb  manrion  finifhed, 
never  can  feel  half  the  joy  and  real 


happinefs  which  was  felt  and  enjoy¬ 
ed  on  that  day  by  this  honeft  Hebri¬ 
dean  :  though  this  new  dwelling, 
eredted  in  the  midft  of  the  woods, 
was  nothing  more  than  a  fquare  in- 
clofure,  compofed  of  twenty-four 
large  clumfy  logs,  let  in  at  the  ends. 
When  the  work  was  finilhed,  the 
company  made  the  woods  refound 
with  the  noife  of  their  three  cheers, 
and  the  honeff  wifhes  they  formed 
for  Andrew’s  profperity.  He  could 
fay  nothing,  but  with  thankful  tears 
he  (hook  hands  with  them  all.  Thus 
from  the  firft  day  he  had  landed, 
Andrew  marched  towards  this  im¬ 
portant  event:  this  memorable  day 
made  the  fun  fhine  on  that  land  on 
which  he  was  to  fow  wheat  and  other 
grain.  What  fwamp  he  had  cleared 
lay  before  his  door;  the  effence  of 
future  bread,  milk,  and  meat,  were 
fcattered  all  round  him.  Soon  after 
he  hired  a  carpenter,  who  put  on  a 
root  and  laid  the  floors ;  in  a  week 
more  the  houfe  was  properly  piaif- 
tered,  and  the  chimney  finiflied.  He 
moved  into  it,  and  purchafed  two 
cows,  which  found  plenty  of  food 
in  the  woods— his  hogs  had  the  fame 
advantage.  That  very  year,  he  and 
his  fon  lowed  three  buffiels  of  wheat, 
from  which  he  reaped  ninety-one 
and  a  half;  for  I  had  ordered  him 
to  keep  an  exadt  account  of  all  he 
fhould  raile.  His  firff  crop  of  other 
corn  would  have  been  as  good,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  fquirrels,  which 
were  enemies  not  to  be  difperfed  by 
the  broad  fword.  The  fourth  year 
I  took  an  inventory  of  the  wheat  this 
man  poflefied,  which  1  fend  you. 
Soon  after,  farther  fettlements  were 
made  on  that  road,  and  Andrew, 
inffead  of  being  the  laff  man  towards 
the  wildernefs,  found  himfelf  in  a 
few  years  in  the  middle  of  a  nume¬ 
rous  fociety.  He  helped  others  as 
generoufly  as  others  had  helped 
him  ;  and  I  have  dined  many  times 
2  at 
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st  h’s  table  with  feveral  of  his  neieh- 

^  o 

-boars.  The  iecond  year  he  was 
made  overfeer  of  the  road,  and  ferved 
on  two  petty  juries,  performing  as  a 
citizen  all  the  duties  required  of  him. 
The  hiiloriog raphe  r  of  fome  great 
prince  or  general  does  not  bring,  his 
hero  victorious  to  the  end  of  a  fuc- 
cefsful  campaign  with  one  half  of  the 
heart-felt  plead ure  with  which  I  have 
conducted  Andrew  to  the  fltuation  he 
now  enjoys :  he  is  independent  and 
eafy.  Triumph  and  military  ho¬ 
nours  do  not  always  imply  thoi’e  two 
bleflings.  Fie  is  unencumbered  with 
debts,  fervices,  rents,  or  any  other 
dues ;  the  fuccefles  of  a  campaign, 
the  laurels  of  war,  muftbe  purchased 
at  the  deareft  rate,  which  makes  every 
coo!  reflecting  citizen  to  tremble  and 
Ihudder.  By  the  literal  account  here* 
unto  annexed,  you  will  ealily  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  happy  ef¬ 


fects  which  con  flan  tly  flow,  in  this 
country,  from  fobriety  and  iiiduftry, 
when  united  with  good  land  and 
freedom. 

I  he  account  of  the  property  he 
acquired  with  his  own  hands  and 
thoie  of  his  fon,  in  four  years,-  is  as 
under : 

Dollars* 

The  value  of  his  improvements 
and  leafe  2?.§ 

Six  cows,  at  13  dollars 
Two  breeding  mares  30 

The  reft  of  the  flock  100 

Seventy-three  bufliels  of  wheat  66 

Money  due  to  him  on  notes  4,3 

Pork  and  beef  in  his  cellar  28 

Wool  and  flax  j  q 

Ploughs  and  other  utenfils  of 
hufbandry 

24 oh  Perinfylvania  currency — dop 
lars  640. 5  ’ 


On  FRIENDSHIP  in  general,  and  FEMALE  FRIENDSHIP  i a 

particular. 

[From  Mrs.  Griffith’s  E flays,  addrefled  to  Young  Married  Women,] 
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The  ancients  ranked  friendfliip 
in  thefecond  clafs  of  human 
virtues  •  and  many  are  the  inftances 
recorded  in  hiflory,  where  its  energy 
has  produced  effects  almoft  divine. 
Considered  in  its  perfeCt  ftrength  and 
beauty,  it  certainly  is  the  moll  fub- 
lime,  becaufe  the  leaft  felfifh,  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  foul. 

44  Honour  is  its  very  eflence  ;  cou¬ 
rage,  franknefsj  and  generoflty,  its 
unalienable  properties.  Such  is  the 
idea  delivered  down  to  us  of  this  noble 
ifentiment,  by  its  cotemporary  wri¬ 
ters,  44  who  together  flourilhed,  and 
together  fell for  fome  centuries 
have  elapfed  fince  this  exahed  pha> 
saomenon  bas  deigned  to  appear  among 


the  degenerate  fons  of  men ;  and* 
like  a  mutilated  flatue,  it  is  now  be¬ 
come  rather  an  objeCf  of  admiration 
to  a  few  virtuofl  in  philofophy,  than  a. 
fubjeCt  for  general  emulation. 

44  Montaigne,  amongft  the  mo¬ 
derns,  feems  to  have  felt  a  Aronger 
emanation  of  this  virtue  than  any 
author  I  am  acquainted  with ;  and 
though  the  utmoft  flretch  of  his  warm 
imagination  gives  us  but  a  faint  ray 
of  its  ancient  luflre,  yet  even  this 
flight  refemblance  appears  too  flrong 
for  our  weak  eyes,  and  feems  rather  to 
dazzle  than  attraCf  our  regards. 

44  Our  cotemporary,  D r*  Youngs 
has  left  us  feveral  very  beautiful 
edeferiptions  of  friendfliip,  Which* 

h  2.  though 
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though  deficient  of' that  fire  which 
not  only  blazed  but  burned  in  this 
ancient  virtue,  are,  however,  fuffi- 
cient  to  form  both  our  theory  and 
our  practice  upon. 

True  friendfhip  warms,  it  raifes,  it 
tranfports, 

Tike  mufic  pure  the  joy,  without  allay, 
Whofe  very  rapture  is  tranquillity/’ 

This  is  a  very  pleafing  and  juft  de- 
fcription  of  friendfhip  in  the  abflradt ; 
but  it  wants  that  energy  which  par¬ 
ticular  attachments  add  to  all  our  ien« 
timents,  and  without  which,  like  a 
winter’s  fun,  they  fhine,  but  do  not 
warm. 

“  The  fame  author  has  given  us 
a  more  intereffing,  though  perhaps 
lefs  elevated  idea  of  this  affedtion  of 
the  mind,  in  his  addrefs  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  perfon  : 

<c  Lorenzo,  pride  fupprefs,  nor  hope  to  rind 
A  friend,  but  what  has  found  a  Iriend  in 

thee.” 

“  This  is  a  new,  and  I  think  a  juft, 
light  in  which  we  may  confider  this 
fentiment ;  for  though  love  may  be 
formed  without  fympathy,  friendfhip 
never  can.  It  is,  even  in  its  dege¬ 
nerate  flate,  an  affection  that  cannot 
fubfiff  in  vicious  minds ;  and  among 
the  moft  virtuous,  it  requires  a  parity 
of  fentiment,  manners,  and  ^  rank, 
•for  its  bails.  Of  all  the  nice  ties  and 
dependencies  which  conititute  the 
happinefs  or  mifery  of  life,  it  is  the 
moil  delicate,  and  even  the  moll  fra¬ 
gile.  Wealth  cannot  purchafe,  nor 
gifts  enfure,  its  permanence.  “  The 
chirping  of  birds  in  cages  bear  as 
much  refemblance  to  the  vocal  uruflc 
of  the  woods,  as  bought  courtefies  to 
real  friendfhip.”  The  great,  alas ! 
rarely  enjoy  this  bleffing  ;  vanity  and 
emulation  prevent  its  growth  among 
centals  ;  and  the  humiliating  conde- 
feenfion  with  which  fuperiors  fome- 
times  deign  to  affect  friendlliip  for 
their  inferiors,  ftrikes  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  fentiment;  from 


which  there  can  only  a  rife  a  totter* 
ing  fuperftrudfure,  whofe  pillars,  like 
thofe  of  modern  composition,  bear 
the  glofs,  but  want  the  durable  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  mental  marble,  fincerity- 
Yet  there  have  been  infbmces,  though 
rare,  of  real  friendfhip  between  per- 
fons  of  different  ranks  in  life,  parti¬ 
cularly  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Sully  ; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  latter  placed 
him  on  a  level  with  monarchs,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  the  former  made 
him  fenlible  of  their  equality. 

“  Yet  how  often  are  complaints 
uttered  by  difappointed  pride  againff 
the  ingratitude  of  thofe  whom  they 
have  honoured  with  the  tide  of 
friend,  nay,  and  have  even  ferved 
and  obliged  as.,  fuch  ;  without  reflect- 
ing;  that  obligations  to  a  generous 
mind  are  infults,  when  accompanied 
with  the  lead  flight  or  mortification. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  perhaps 
too  willingly  attach  ourfelves  to  our 
fuperiors.  Our  felf-love  is  flattered 
by  their  approbation,  as  it  naturally 
imagines  it  can  only  he  for  our  good 
and  amiable  qualities  that  they  like 
or  diftinguifh  us.  But  though  “  love, 
like  death*  makes  all  diftindtion  void,” 
friendfhip  has  no  fuch  Is, veiling 
power.  Superiority  of  rank  or  for-* 
tune  is  generally  felt  by  the  perfon 
who  poflefles  either ;  and  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  fome  degree  of  pjraife,  if 
they  do  not  make  others  feel  it  alio. 

Let  thofe  then  who  have  deti« 
cate  minds,  remember  that  equality 
is  the  true  bafis  of  friendfhip ;  let 
them  fetajuff  value  on  their  own 
worth,  as  well  as  on  the  inebriating 
fmiles  of  greatnefs,  and  not  expofe 
their  fenflbiiity  to  the  pangs  it  muft 
fuffain,  on  difeovering  that  neither 
virtues  or  talents  can  always  keep  the 
fcale  of  friendfhip  ffeady,  when  op- 
pofed  to  the  adventitious  circum- 
fiances  of  high  birth  or  great  for¬ 
tune., 

u  Thus  far  my  remarks  upon  this 

fubjedi 
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fubjeft  are  general.  Let  me  now 
apply  them  to  their  ufe  for  whom  this 
little  work  is  peculiarly  defigned,  by 
earneftly  recommending  it  to  every 
young  married  woman  to  leek  the 
friend  of  her  heart  in  the  hufband  of 
her  affedtion,  There,  and  there  only, 
is  that  true  equality,  both  of  rank 
and  fortune,  (Lengthened  by  mutual 
in&erefts,  and  cemented  by  mutual 
pledges,  to  be  found.  There  only 
condefeenhons  will  not  mortify,  as 
they  will  be  conceflions  but  of  kind- 
nefs,  not  of  pride.  There,  and  there 
only,,  will  fine  be  fure  to  meet  with 
reciprocal  confidence,  unfeigned  at¬ 
tachment,  and  tender  folicitude,  to 
foothe  her  every  care.  The  ties  of 
wedded  love  wall  be  rivetteri  by  the 
bands  of  friendfhip;  the  virtues  of 
her  mind,  when  called  forth  by  oc¬ 
casion,  will  unfold  themfelves  by  de¬ 
grees  to  her  hufband’s  perception, 
like  the  opening  rofe  before  the 
morning  ray  ;  and  when  its  bloom¬ 
ing  colour  fades  upon  her  cheek,  its 
fvveetnefs  ilia  11  remain  within  the 
very  foldings  of  his  heart,  from  re- 
colleftion  of  her  fenl'e  and  worth. 
Happy  are  the  pairs  fo  joined  ;  yea, 
bleffed  are  they  who  are  thus  doubly 
united  ! 

u  As  the  word  friendfhip  is  at  pre- 
fent  generally  underftood  to  be  a 
term  of  little  import,  or  at  moil  that 
extends  merely  to  a  preference  of 
liking,  or  efteem ;  I  would  by  no 
means  exclude  my  fair  readers  from 
that  kind  of  commerce  which  is  now 
accepted  under  that  title,  in  fociety. 
But  even  this  fort  of  connexion  re¬ 
quires  much  caution  in  the  choice  of 
its  object ;  for  I  fhould  vvifh  it  might 
be  re  {trained  to  one  ;  and  that  one 
ought  to  obtain  this  preference  from 
the  qualities  of  the  heart  rather  than- 
thofe  of  the  head.  A  long  and  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintance  can,  alone  dilcover 
the  former  ;  the  latter  are  cafily  and' 
willingly  difplaytd;  for  love  with,- 
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out  efieem  is  as  a  fhower,  foe®  fpent. 
The  head  is  the  lpring  of  aftedtiona, 
but  the  heart  is  the  refervoir. 

“  For  this  reafon,  it  always  ap- 
pears  to  me  a  proof  of  mutual  merit, 
when  two  lifters,  or  tvyo  young  wo¬ 
men,  who  have  been  brought  up  to¬ 
gether,  are  ftrongly  attached  to  each 
other ;  and  I  will  admit,  that  while 
they  remain  unmarried,  fuch  a  con¬ 
nexion  is  capable  of  forming  a  pure 
and  difinterefted  friendfhip,  provided 
that  the  fympathy  of  their  affections 
does  not  tend  to  make  them  like  or  ad¬ 
mire  the  fame  male  objedt;  for  though 
love  may,  friendfhip  cannot  exift  with 
jealoufy . 

“  Referve  will  wound  it,  and  diftruft  de¬ 
ft  roy.” 

That  great  maffer  of  the  human 
heart,  Shakfpeare,  has  fhewn  us,  that 
maidenly  attachment  is  no  match  for 
the  ftronger  paftion  of  love. 

iC  Is  all  the  counfel  that  we  two  have 
fliar’d, 

The  fider  vows,  the  hours  that  we  have 
fpent, 

When  we  have  chid  the  hafly-footed  time 
For  parting  us — O  !  and  is  all  fqrgot? 

All  lchool-days  friendfhip,  childhood  inn® 
cence  ? 

We,  Hermia,  like  two  artificial  gods, 
Created  with,  our  needles  both  one  flower. 
Both  on  one  fampier,  fitting  on  one  cufhion. 
Both  warbling  of  one  long,  both  in  one 
key ; 

As  if  our  hands,  our  fides,  voices,  and 
minds 

Had  been  incorp’rate  ” 

Midsummer  Night’s  Dream. 

If  fuch  -an  ahnoft  inftindtive  af- 
fedtion  as  that  between  Hermia  and 
Helena  was  fo  quickly  diffolved  by 
the  intruder  love,  I  fear  there  arc 
but  few  female  friendfhips  that  will 
better  ftand  the  teft.  And  to  a  deli¬ 
cate  mind  it  may  appear  a  breach  per¬ 
haps  of  thofe  a  filter  vows,”  when 
one  of  the  parties  enters  into  another 
and  more  forcible  engagement ;  for 
love  is  an  imperious  and.  engrofiing 
L  3  tyrant ; 
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tyrant ;  of  courfe  the  gentler  affection 
in uft  give  way  and  retire  within  it- 
felf,  as  the  fenfidve  plant  (brinks 
back,  oppreffed  by  too  intenfe' an 
heat. 

In  my  frnall  experience  I  have 
never  feen  the  fame  degree  of  attach¬ 
ment  fubfift  between  two  ladies  alter 
marriage  as  before,  excepting  they 
were  fillers.  The  bands  of  natural 
affeCtion  ase  not  loofened  by  new  en¬ 
gagements  ;  but  thofe  of  choice  or 
eafualty  necelfarily  become  relaxed 
by  the  addition  of  a  new  objeCt,  as 
extenfion  leffens  ftrength, 

44  The  minds  of  moll  young  wo¬ 
men  fee  in,  and  indeed  ought  to  do 
|o  in  reality,  to  acquire  a  new  bent 
after  marriage  :  fcenes  different  from 
thole  ro  which  they  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  open  to  their  view  ;  different 
pbjedts  engrofs  their  attention  ;  every 
Hate  has  its  cares ;  and,  from  the 
queen  to  the  peafant,  every  wife  has 
duties  to  fulfil.  Frivolous  amufe- 
ments  are,  or  fliould  be,  renounced 
for  the  more  pleafing  and  rd'peclable 
avocations  of  an  affe&ionate  wife,  a 
tender  mother,  and  a  beloved  and 
honoured  matron  of  a  family. 

44  I  hope  it  is  impoffible  that  I 
fhould  be  fo  far  mifunderftood,  as  to 
be  thought  to  exclude  married  wo¬ 
men  from  any  innocent  pleafure  or 
rational  amufement  that  is  fuited  to 
their  age,  rank,  or  fortune.  I  would 
not  only  enfure  but  augment  their 
happmels,  and  fhall  therefore  fay  with 
Othello, 

tc  Where  virtue  is,  thefe  are  moll  virtuous.” 

But  If  ill  there  is,  or  fliould  be,  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
pleafures ;  between  the  thoughtlefs 
gaiety  of  girls,  and  the  decent  chear- 
fulnefs  of  married  women.  The  firil 
is  bright  and  tranfient  as  the  youth¬ 
ful  glow  of  health  and  vivacity  that 
blooms  upon  the  cheek  ;  the  latter 
fliould  exprefs  that  tranquil  joy  which 
flows  from  true  content* 


NDS  H  I  F. 

(i  I  may  be  thought  to  have  fome- 
what  wandered  from  the  particular 
fubjeCl  of  this  chapter,  though,  I 
hope,  not  from  the  general  object  of 
the  work.  I  fhall  now  conclude  with 
observing,  that  as  the  characters  and 
conduCt  of  even  her  common  ac¬ 
quaintance  refledt  honour  or  difgrace 
upon  a  young  married  woman,  fhe 
will  be  an  inevitable  fharer  in  that  de¬ 
gree  of  refpeCt  or  contempt  which  her 
chofen  friend  poffeffes  in  the  effeem 
of  the  world :  and  though  its  cenfures 
may  fometimes  involve  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty;  yet  in  general  there 
is  no  fairer  way  of  forming  our  opi¬ 
nions  of  perfons  we  do  not  know  than 
from  their  intimate  affociates. 

44  There  is  fomething  ft  ill  more 
alarming  to  be  dreaded  for  a  young 
woman  who  is  thoughtlefs  enough  to 
form  indifcriminatefriendfhips.  There 
is  a  lightnefs  of  mind  and  manners 
in  many  women,  who,  though  free 
from  actual  vice,  have  loft  that  deli¬ 
cate  fenfibility  which  heaven  has 
placed  in  female  minds  as  the  out- 
guard  of  modefty.  The  rofy  blufh 
that  gives  the  intuitive  alarm  to  de¬ 
cency,  even  before  the  perceptions  of 
the  mind  are  awake  to  danger,  glows 
not  upon  their  cheek ;  the  fnowy 
purity  of  innocence  beams  not  upon 
their  dauntlefs  forehead,  though  it 
may  ffill  retain  its  whitenefs.  Their 
minds  may  be  coarfe,  however  deli-  ( 
cate  their  form ;  and  their  manners  i 
unfeminine,  even  without  being  maf- 
culine. 

44  An  intimacy  with  fuch  perfons 
is,  of  all  others,  the  moil  dangerous. 
The  franknefs  and  livelinefs  of  their 
converfation  render  them  too  gene¬ 
rally  agreeable,  and  they  frequently 
undermine  the  principles  of  virtue, 
before  vve  find  it  necefiary  to  ifand 
upon  our  guard.  . 

44  As  the  Platonic  fyffem  has  been 
long  exploded,  it  is  almoff  unneceffary 
to  warn  my  fair  readers  again#  parti¬ 
cular  intimacies  with  the  other  fex, 

when 
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when  not  clofely  connected  with 
them  by  the  ties  of  blood  or  affinity. 
The  whole  fyftem  of  nature  mull; 
change,  and  the  tyger  and  the  lamb 
live  peaceably  together,  before  a 
iincere  and  difinterefled  friendffiip 
can  fubfifi  between  an  amiable  young- 
woman  and  a  man  not  nearly  related 
to  her,  who  has  not  palled  his  grand 


cHma&eric.  A  man  of  fuch  an  age, 
polfelfed  of  fenfe  and  virtue,  may 
perhaps  be  a  kind  and  iifeful  Men¬ 
tor  :  but  if  a  married  woman  is  hap¬ 
py  enough  to  meet  with  a  proper 
and  aftedtionate  return  from  the  firft 
objedfc  I  have  recommended  to  her 
choice,  fne  cannot  hand  in  need  of 
anv  other  friend.” 


On  the  REGARD  paid  to  MEN  of  GENIUS  and  LEARNING. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Letters  afcribed  to  Thomas  Lord 

Lyttleton.] 


Mv  dear  Sir, 

54  IT  Sincerely  lament  with  you  the 
I  death  of  Dodior  Goldfmith,  as 
a  very  confiderable  lofs  to  the  learn¬ 
ed,  the  iaugbing,  and  the  fentimen- 
tal  world.  His  verfatile  genius  was 
capable  of  producing  fatisfadfion  to 
perfons  of  all  thefe  varying  denomi¬ 
nations  But  I  (hall,  without  hefi- 
tation,  combat  the  opinion  which 
you  derive  from  the  infolvent  hate 
in  which  he  died,  that  genius  and 
talents  meet  with  an  ungrateful  re¬ 
turn  from  mankind,  and  are  gene¬ 
rally  feen  to  hruggle  with  continual 
and  infuperable  difficulties.  Plautus 
is  related  to  have  turned  a  mill,  Boe¬ 
thius  died  in  a  gaol,  Taffo  was  in 
conhant  diftrefs,  Cervantes  died 
of  hunger,  and  our  Otway  from  too 
eager  an  indulgence  of  that  appetite ; 
Camoens  ended  his  days  in  an  hof- 
pital,  and  Vaugelas  left  his  body  to 
the  furgeons  to  pay  his  debts  as  far 
as  it  would  go.  I  could  fill  my 
paper  with  a  melancholy  detail  of 
genius  in  misfortune  ;  but  it  would 
require  a  volume  of  no  common  hze 
to  examine  into  the  caufes  of  fuch 
an  affecting  branch  of  human  diftrefs: 
and  if  a  work  of  that  nature  were  to 
be  compofed?  it  would  prove  no 


more  than  what  we  already  know, 
that  genius  is  not  exempt  from 
human  failings,  and  frequently  pof« 
feffes  them  in  a  degree  iuperior  to 
ordinary  talents  and  common  dul- 
nefs.  An  improvident  fpirit,  and 
difdain  of  reflection,  are  no  uncom¬ 
mon  attributes  of  that  character  % 
and  I  need  not  inform  a  child  of  ten 
years  old,  that  the  dulleft  Rofl- 
nante,  who  keeps  on  his  way,  will 
fooner  arrive' at  his  deftined  end, 
than  the  fleeteft  courfer  of  New¬ 
market,  who  has  taken  a  different 
direction. 

44  An  unenlightened  and  barbarous 
age  may  deny  bread  to  men  of  un- 
derftanding ;  but  we  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  live  in  the  full  blaze  of  rea- 
fon  and  knowledge.  At  this  period, 
the  man  of  genius,  as  well  as  the 
lefs  learned  charadler,  is  equally  the 
framer  of  his  own  fortune  ;  and  it 
muft  arife  fiom  fome  inherent  de¬ 
ficiency  in  both,  when  the  means  of 
comfortable  exiftence,to  fay  no  more, 
are  remote  from  them.  This  age  is 
the  moil  favourable  that  has  ever 
been  known  in  the  annals  of  time, 
for  men  of  genius,  talents,  and 
lkill,  in  any  and  every  branch  of 
fcience  and  art,  To  come  home, 
1 4  however. 
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however,  to  your  fubjeft,  tell  me,  I 
beg  of  you,  in  what  refpedt  Dodlor 
Goldfmith  was  negleded.  As  foon 
as  his  talents  were  known,  the  pub¬ 
lic  difcovered  a  ready  difpofitiori  to 
reward  them  ;  nor  did  he  ever  pro¬ 
duce  the  fruits  of  them  in  vain.  His 
mode  of  life  is  generally  known  ; 
the  profits  of  his  labours  are  no  fe- 
cret,  and  the  patronage  beneath 
which  he  fome  time  fiourifhed,  is  a 
matter  of  public  notoriety  :  nor  fhali 
I  fwerve  from  truth  in  the  declara¬ 
tion,  that  he  was  encouraged  equal 
to  his  merits,  whatever  they  may 
have  been  ;  and  that  the  public  were 
ready  to  increafe  their  favour  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  his  exertions.  Aik  your 
bookfeller  what  Dodlor  Goldfmith 
did  acquire,  and  what  he  might 
have  acquired  by  his  writings  :  con¬ 
tinue  the  quefiion  with  refpect  to 
the  manner  in  which  many  of  them 
were  produced,  and  what  was  the 
fpring  which  generally  fet  his  talents 
in  motion.  The  refpedfive  replies 
will  be  fufficient  to  convince  you, 
that,  if  your  favourite  author  died 
in  poverty,  it  was  becaufe  he  had 
not  difc.retiOn  enough  to  be  rich. 
A  rigid  obedience  to  the  fcripture 
command  of,  Take  no  thought  for 
to-morrow,  with  an  oflentatious  im¬ 
patience  of  coin,  and  an  unreflecting 
fpi.rit  of  benevolence,  occafioned  the. 
difficulties  of. his  life,  and  the  infol- 
veney'of  its  end.  He  might  have 
1? lolled  himfelf  with  an  happy  inde¬ 
pendence,  enjoyed,  without  inter¬ 
ruption,  every  wifh  of  a  wife  man, 
fecured  an  ample  provifion  for  his 
advanced  age,  if  he  had  attained  it, 
and  have  made  a  refpedtable  laft  will 
and  tefiament ;  and  all  this,  without 
riling  up  early,  or  fitting  up  late,  if 
common  fenfe  had  been  added  to  his 
other  attainments.  Such  a  man  is 
awakene  J  into  the  exertion  of  his  fa¬ 
culties  hut  by  the  impulfe  of  fome 
fenfe  which  demands  enjoyment,  or 
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fome  paffion  which  cries  aloud  for 
gratification :  by  the  repeated  menace 
of  a  creditor,  or  the  frequent  dun  at 
his  gate  :  nay,  fhould  the  necelfity 
of  to-day  be  relieved,  the  procraf* 
tinated  labour  will  wait  for  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  to-morrow;  and,  if  death 
fiiould  overtake  him  in  the  interval, 
it  muft  find  him  a  beggar,  and  the 
age  is  to  be  accufed  of  obduracy  in 
fuffering  genius  to  die  for  want  t 
If  Pope  had  been  a  debauchee,  he 
would  have  lived  in  a  garret,  not 
enjoyed  the  Attic  elegance  of  his 
villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 

If  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds  had  been  idle 
and  drunken,  he  might,  at  this 
hour,  have  been  acquiring  a  fieanty 
and  precarious  maintenance  by  paint¬ 
ing  coach-pannels  and  Birmingham 
tea-bpards.  Had  not  David  Hume 
poffefied  the  invariable  temper  of  his 
country,  he  might  have  been  the 
aCtual  mailer  of  a  fehool  in  the  He¬ 
brides  ;  and  the  inimitable  Garrick, 
if  he  had  pofieffed  Sh liter’s  charac¬ 
ter,  would  have  acquired  little  more 
than  Shuter’s  fame,  and  fuffered 
Sh uteris  end.  Name  me  a  man  of 
genius  in  our  days,  who,  if  he  has 
been  defiitute  of  independence,  had 
a  right  to  complain  of  any  one  but 
himfelf.  You  may  tell  me  that 
Lloyd  died  in  a  gaol ;  and  I  believe, 
from  every  thing  I  have  heard  of 
that  very  ingenious  gentleman,  that 
his  fate  would  have  been  the  fame, 
if- he  hid  been  born  to  the  inherit¬ 
ance  of  an  ample  fortune.  You 
will  add,  perhaps,  the  name  of  your 
very  learned  friend  Morell.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  deferves  well  of,  and  is  eiteem-* 
ed  by,  the  learned  world  ;  but  the 
acute  critic  and  profound  grammari¬ 
an,  who  feems  to  be  impelled  rather 
by  the  love  of  fcience,  than  the  de¬ 
fire  cf  gain,  is  generally  in  the  habit 
of  frugal  contentment,  and  hides 
himfelf  in  that  fhade  of  retirement, 
where  the  learned  few  alone  can  find 

him. 
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him.  I  am,  however,  entirely  of 
your  opinion,  that  he  merits  a  Ids 
reft  rained  lit  nation  than  he  pofiefies; 
and  I  agree  with  you  in  not  for¬ 
giving  Dodtor  B — —  for  a  breach  of 
3 uft ice  in  oppoling  his  eledion  to  a 
feilowfhip  at  Eton.  Such  a  promo¬ 
tion  would  have  been  a  luitable  re¬ 
ward  for  his  labours,  and  have  af¬ 
forded  him  that  ample  independence 
and  learned  retreat,  which  would 
have  left  his  doling  life  without  a 
-Vvifh.  B  — —  was  the  mod  able 
fchooimader  that  ever  grafped  the 
birch  ;  and  I  am  fbtry  he  (hould 
difgrace  his  fucceeding  and  higher 
office,  by  oppoling,  as  you  tell  me, 
more  than  once,  the  entrance  of  a 
man  into  his  college,  the  clrcum- 
ftances  of  whole  life  and  character 
gave  him  fo  fair  a  claim  to  the  pre¬ 
ferment  which  lie  follicited.  But 
this  ill  treatment  of  your  friend — 
for  I  think  it  fuch—is  not  applicable 
to  the  age,  but  to  the  folly  of  a  vain 
man,  who  finds  a  confolation  for  his 
difappointcd  ambition  in  the  defpotic 
fway  of  a  college,  wherein  he  will 
not  fuffer  a  man  to  enter,  whofe  cha- 
rader  announces  the  lead  gleam  of 
an  independent  fpirit. 

46  Learning  and  fine  talents  mud  be 
refpeded  and  valued  in  ax  1  enlight¬ 
ened  ages  and  nations ;  nay,  they 
have  been  known  to  awaken  a  mod 


honourable  veneration  in  the  breads 
of  men  accudoined  to  fpoil,  arid 
wading  through  blood  to  glory. 
An  Italian  robber  not  only  refufed 
the  rich  booty  of  a  caravan,  but 
conduded  it  under  his  fafeguard, 
when  he  was  informed  that  Tailo 
accompanied  it.  The  great  duke  of 
Marlborough,  at  the  dege  of  Cam- 
bray,  gave  particular  orders,  that 
the  lands,  &c.  of  the  admired  Fene- 
lori,  archbifhop  of  the  diocefe,  fltould 
not  be  profaned  by  the  violence  of 
war.  Ctefar,  the  ambitious  Csefar, 
acknowledged  Tully’s  fuperior  cha- 
rafter  ;  for  that  the  Roman  orator 
had  enlarged  the  limits  of  human 
knowledge,  while  he  had  only  ex¬ 
tended  thole  of  his  country.  But  to 
proceed  one  ilep  higher, 

The  great  Emathian  conqueror  bid  fpare 
The  hou|e  of  Fin  darns,  when  temple  and 
tower 

Went  to  the  ground. 

Red  then  allured,  my  friend,  when 
a  man  of  learning  and  talents  does 
not,  in  this  very  remunerative  age, 
find  encouragement,  protedion,  and 
independence,  that  furfi  an  unnatu¬ 
ral  circum fiance  muft  arifefrom  fame 
concomitant  failings  which  render 
his  labours  obnoxious,  or,  at  lead, 
of  no  real  utility.59 


A  DREAM ;  or  the  PRESENT  STATE  of  MAN  compared  with  oue 

MORE  PERFECT. 

[From  Dr.  Steddman’s  Laelius  and  Hortenfia.] 


«*  'T  IT  THETHEF,  we  dream  afleep 
\/y  or  awake,  doth  not  greatly 
matter,  provided  the  mind  be  pro¬ 
perly,  or,  at  lead,  not.  improperly 
employed.  Having  finifhed  my  lad 
letter  to  you,  1  laid  my  fell  back  in 

i 


my  chair,  and  relieving  my  mind 
of  every  kind  of  exertion,  1  gave 
full  play  to  my  ideas.  A  degree  ot 
dupor  infenfibly  fucceeding,  much 
new  fcenery  prefented  itfelf,  and 
my  mind  being  deeply  impreffed 

with  • 
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with  the  fubrtet  in  which  I  had  been 
engaged  juft  before,  1  had,  in  my 
ileep,  a  temporary  and  ideal  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  my  agronomical  wifli.  I 

was  immediately  tranflated  to  the 

■*/ 

moon  ;  lor  you  know,  when  afleep, 
we  can  traverfe  the  planetary  fyf- 
tem  with  more  eafe  than  wc  can 
viiit  a  friend  in  the  country  when 
awake. 

“  I  found  the  moon  abounding 
with  inhabitants  ;  who,  though  fimi- 
lar  to  our  fpecies,  were  fill  of  a 
form  more  divine  and  angelic.  The 
mildnefs  and  complacency  of  their 
countenances  indicated  their  internal 
tranquillity  ;  and  I  loon  difeovered, 
not  only  that  the  whole  conduit  of 
their  lives  was  regulated  by  reafon, 
as  a  flan  da  rd,  but  that  their  pre¬ 
vailing  motive  to  adtion  was  bene- 
volence.  Hence  they  were  con- 
llantly  occupied  in  doing  good  offices 
to  one  another.  I  was  overcome  by 
their  attention  to,  and  affiduities 
about  me  ;  and  I  fpared  no  pains  to 
let  them  know  the  deep  fenfe  I  had 
of  their  goodnefs.  My  expreffions 
of  the  obligations  under  which  they 
laid  me,  I  obferved,  to  my  no  lrnall 
furprife,  to  be  coldly  received,  or 
rather,  to  be  wholly  difregarded. 
But  I  foon  difeovered  that  this  peo¬ 
ple,  being  adluated  by  an  inlfindtive 
principle  of  goodnefs,  and  thus  being 
Sufficiently  rewarded  by  the  pleafure 
arifing  from  the  performance  of  good 
offices,  neither  offer  nor  expedt  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  thele  reciprocal 
fervices.  For  the  return  of  acknow¬ 
ledgments  for  good  offices,  fo  com¬ 
mon  among  mankind,  proceeds  from 
a  tacit  fuppofition  of  trouble  or  in¬ 
convenience  attending  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  them. 

The  term  juftice,  and  many 
other  words  expreflive  of  virtuous 
addons,  are  unknown  there,  becaufe 
their  oppefite  vices  are  unknown. 


All  pofitive  inffjjtutions,  fimilar  t#- 
human  laws,  would  be  ufelefs  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  planet.  V a- 
lour,  patriotifm,  and  friendfhip,  on 
which  I  recolledled  to  have  lately 
read  fame  curious  obfervutions,  make 
no  part  of  the  language  there.— 
Thefe  good  people,  having  no  paf- 
fion  for  ollentation,  nor  ambition  for 
popular  applaufe,  are  never  flimu- 
lated  by  thefe  motives  to  perform, 
feats  of  valour.  Their  courage, 
however,  is  occafionally  brought  to 
proof ;  but  as  we  fee  an  hen,  though 
naturally  a  timid  and  inoffenlive  ani¬ 
mal,  fly  on  a  mafliff,  to  fave  her 
chicks,  fo  thefe  people,  however 
mild  and  gentle,  never  heiitate  to 
refeue  their  fellows  from  impending 
danger,  though  at  the  rifk  of  their 
own  lives.  The  moon  itfelf  being 
the  only  country  of  every  inhabi¬ 
tant,  the  words  patriot  and  patriot¬ 
ifm  would  be  wholly  infignificant, 
where  no  limits  or  land-marks  are 
known,  no  wars,  no  lawfuits  for  the 
extent  of  territory.  The  term  friend- 
Ihip,  being  expreflive  of  a  virtue  lefs 
diffufive  than  univerfal  benevolence, 
is  fuperleded  by  the  ufe  of  the  latter. 
The  benevolence  of  each  individual 
becomes  more  intenfe,  as  bis  inter- 
courfe  with  thofe  within  the  fphere 
of  his  acquaintance  increafeth  ;  and 
though  he  be  wholly  a  ffranger  to 
interefled  motives,  he  is  amply  a 
gainer  by  the  good  offices  ariflng 
from  the  benevolent  affedlions  of 
others.  Infults,  affronts,  revenge, 
with  other  vindidtive  and  malevo¬ 
lent  paffions,  bepig  non-eptities  in. 
that  happy  ftate,  thefe  terms  can 
find  no  place  in  a  lunar  vocabulary. 
But,  to  undertake  a  particular  dif- 
cuflion  of  every  thing  relating  to 
the  moral  oeconomy  of  this  hap¬ 
py  republic,  would  require  more 
time  thap  I  mean  to  bellow  upon 
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fi  I  found  the  corporeal  organs  of 
tliofe  fons  of  happinefs,  like  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  their  minds,  more  perfect 
than  ours.  They  were  able  to  dif- 
cern,  by  their  eyes  alone,  moun¬ 
tains,  Teas,  and  lakes  in  our  earth. 
Cities  appeared  like  fpots  irregularly 
effeminated  on  the  different  parts  of 
its  furface.  They  could  even  fee 
the  larger  flips,  which  they  believed 
to  be  fea-moniters.  Juft  before  my 
arrival,  feme  lunar  Galileo  or  Mew- 
ton,  having  invented  telefcopes, 
fuited  to  lunar,  but  not  to  terreftrial 
eyes,  many  of  their  philosophical 
inquirers  were  occupied  in  looking 
St  the  objeds  of  their  vaft  moon. 
This  afforded  much  entertainment, 
not.  only  from  the  great  extent  of 
the  luminary,  but  from  having  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Europe,  Alia,  Africa, 
and  America,  fourteen  times  in  one 
night.  Having  their  telefcopes,  by 
accident,  directed  on  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  they  difeovered,  what  they 
had  taken  for  fpots,  to  be  cities  ;  and, 
as  thev  could,  by  the  affiance  of 
thefe  inftruments,  diftinguifti  human 
figures,  though  minute,  they  ad- 
mired  the  great  concourfe  of  people 
collected  within  fuch  frrlall  fpaces. 
They  interpreted  this  to  proceed 
from  the  ftrong  attachment  and  af- 
fiedion  which  fubfift  among  man¬ 
kind.  They  like  wife  put  a  favour¬ 
able  con  ft  rudion  on  the  ornamental 
figuring  with  which  they  obferved 
thefe  cities  encircled.  This  is  a-kin 
to  what  we  may  remark  even  on  our 
earth,  where  thofe  of  the  moft  happy 
temperament  of  mind  are  conllantly 
difpofed  to  fet  things,  though  unfa¬ 
vourable  in  themielves,  in  the  moft 
favourable  point  of  view.  I  never 
felt  my  mind  fo  much  difpofed  to  dif- 
jitnulation  :  and,  therefore,  thought 
it  better  not  to  undeceive  them,  by 
explaining  the  nature  and  delign  of 
fortification.  For  thus  I  muft  have 
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let  them  know,  that'  thefe  works 
were  intended  to  fecure  one  part  of. 
mankind  from  the  ravages  and  ra¬ 
pine  of  another  ;  and  likewife,  that 
they  were  conftruded  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  thole  within  might,  by 
methods  the  eafieft,  quickeft,  and 
fit  left  to  themfelves,  deftroy  their 
enemies  without.  This  would  have 
proved  an  unhappy  detedion  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  to  thefe  happieft  of  be¬ 
ings. 

u  The  earth,  proceeding  in  her 
diurnal  rotation,  brought  England 
and  her  metropolis  in  view.  They 
dwelt  long  on  this  city,  and  were  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  multiplicity  of  car¬ 
riages  and  people  travertin g  *  the 
ftreets  every  where.  They  obferved, 
in  one  of  the  large  ft  ftreets,  a  cha¬ 
riot  drawn  by  fourhorfes,  and  great 
numbers  of  people  crouding  about 
it.  Some  of  the  croud,  removing 
the  horfes,  dragged  the  carriage 
along,  with  coniiderable  rapidity, 
to  its  place  of  deftination.  This 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  ob- 
fervers,  who  faid,  that  no  fuch  mark 
of  benevolence  and  affedion  had 
ever  been  known  in  the  moon  ;  and 
thus  they  were  confirmed  in  their 
opinion  of  the  happy  nature  or  man, 
T,  who  knew  the  confutation  of  my 
terreftrial  friends  better,  had  no 
room  to  doubt,  that  what  they  faw 
was  the  effed  of  an  endemic  pa- 
roxyfm,  to  which  the  populace  of 
great  cities,  and  particularly  of  this 
capital,  are  frequently  liable.  I 
heartily  wtfhed  thefe  objeds  out  of 
the  view  of  the  telefcopes,  left  this 
ebullition  fliould  degenerate  into  an 
untradable  calenture,  in  which  the 
phrenfy  fometimes  rifes  to  a  pitch 
fo  high,  as  to  prompt  that  brain- 
lick  people  to  fly  about  the  city,  and 
deftroy  whatever  belongs  to  their 
neighbours. 

“  England  at  length  difappearing, 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  fucceeded ;  and 

the 
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the  next  objects  which  railed  thefe 
good  people’s  curioiity,  were  two 
great  companies  of  fea  monfters. 
The  full  blown  fails,  feen  through 
the  inftruments,  confirmed  their  idea 
of  tremendous  and  fhapelefs  animals ; 
and  fo  much  fpreadcanvafs  concealed 
the  Bailors  below.  They  next;  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  two  companies,  as 
they  approached,  began  to  fpout  fire 
at  one  another;  which,  increafing 
to  a  great  degree,  fome  of  them  wrere 
feen  in  flames,  others  finking,  and 
many  of  them  at  length  totally  difi 
appeared.  This  fcene  being  over, 
the  benevolent  obfervers  find  it  was 
a  fortunate  circumfiance,  in  the 
courfe  of  things,  that  the  nature  of 
thele  immane  animals  was  fuch  as  to 
ffimulate  them  to  deftroy  one  an¬ 
other,  left  at  any  time,  coming  out 
of  the  fea,  they  might  difturb  the 
felicity  of  the  amiable  inhabitants 
of  that  world.  This  was  the  third 
time  I  had  efcaped  being  brought 
under  the  neceffity  of  exhibiting  the 
condition  of  man  in  its  proper  co¬ 
lours. 

44  The  earth  continuing  to  roll 
caftvvard,  America  came  under  the 
telefcopes,  Cities,  rivers,  woods, 
and  other  objects,  afforded  ample 
matter  of  {peculation.  At  length 
an  extended  plain  appeared,  in  which 
were  feen,  oppolite  to,  and  at  fome 
diftance  from  one  another,  two  large 
bodies  of  men  arranged  in  long  lines, 
and  difpofed  in  beautiful  and  regu¬ 
lar  order.  The  expectations  of  the 
lunar  obfervers  were  raifcd  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree  by  thefe  new  ob¬ 
jects  ;  and  they  prognofticated,  not 
a  fatal  cataftrophe  from  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  collected  together,  and 
fo  beautifully  arranged,  but  an 
event  marking  the  benevolent  affec¬ 
tions  of  mankind  more  than  any 
thing  they  had  feen  before.  With 
fefpect  to  myfelf,  I  now  forefaw 
matters  to  be  near  a  crifis,  I  knew 


thefe  to  be  two  European  armies 
who  had  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
dangers  of  a  vaft  ocean,  and  to  the 
greater  danger  of  meeting  one  an¬ 
other  there,  in  order  to  take  poffelfion 
of  kingdoms  to  which  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  could  lay  any  juft 
claim  ;  refolved,  at  the  fame  time* 
to  deftroy  whoever  fliould  oppofes 
them,  whether  Europeans,  or  even 
the  natives  of  thefe  countries. 

<4  As  the  two  armies  approached* 
the  curioiity  of  the  obfervers  in- 
creafed.  But,  to  their  great  fur-? 
prife,  the  fpouting  of  fire  began  here 
as  they  had  feen  it  a  little  before  in 
the  fea-feene.  The  two  armies  were 
foon  fo  involved  in  fmoke,  that  no 
part  of  them  could  be  fe&n.  I  hear¬ 
tily  wffiied  this  cloud  to  continue! 
till  this  affedting  and  humiliating 
fpedfacle  fliould  be  at  an  end.  But, 
in  a  while,  a  frefh  breeze  ipringing 
up,  brought  the  armies  full  in  view 
again.  By  this  time  one  of  them 
was  thrown  wholly  into  confufion* 
the  other  purfifing  and  pouring  fire 
among  them,  Hundreds  were  feen 
lying  on  the  ground  ;  fome  endea¬ 
vouring  to  rife,  others  wreathing 
their  bodies  in  a  manner  expreflive. 
of  exquifite  agony,  and  many  lying 
motionlefs.  I  dial  I- neither  pretend 
to  paint  the  marks  of  aftonifhment; 
in  my  lunar  friends,  nor  my  own. 
diftrefs.  One  of  them  aiked  me  the 
meaning  of  all  this.  I  felt  reluc¬ 
tant  to  return  an  anfwer.  The  whole 
company,  furprifed  at  my  filence, 
turned  their  eyes  upon  me,  I  was 
fenfible  of  a  glow  in  my  face,  and 
my  whole  frame  was.  foon  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confufiom  I  feriouily 
wifhed  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 
fink  into  the  moon,  when,  a,  favour¬ 
ite  fpaniel,  applying  his  cold  nofe 
to  my  hand,  awaked  me.  with  a 
ftart. 

44  Thus,  good  Hortenfia,  was  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  nocturnal  drama  oft 
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Morpheus,  an  ideal  piece  of  fee  lie  ry  of  the  {late  of  man,  with  that  of  a 
which  we  can  never  expert  to  fee  people  who  love  their  neighbours 
awake  ;  that  is*  a  comparative  view  as  themfelves.5* 


On  forming  a  TASTE  for  SIMPLE  PLEASURES* 
[From  the  improved  Edition  of  Mr,  Knox’s  Ettays,  Moral  and  Literary,] 


4  ^r°  arffue  pleafure  in 

JL  general,  is  abfurd.  It  is 
the  law  of  nature,  that  every  animal 
fiiould  prefer  the  agreeable  fenfations 
to  the  difagreeable.  But  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  moraliil  to  explode 
thofe  pleafures,  which,  though  they 
are  tranfient  and  unfatisfadlory  in 
themfeives,  are  yet  found  to  occa- 
fion  pain  which  is  permanent,  and 
injury  which  is  real. 

44  Perhaps  the  moil  effectual  mode 
©f  accoraplifhing  this  purpofe,  is  not 
to  arraign  pleafure  in  general,  but  to 
fublfitute  other  pleafures  in  their 
place  ;  for  man  mull  be  amufed  and 
delighted.  Pernicious  amufements 
and  poifoned  delights  will  be  pur- 
fued,  if  others  ceafe  to  be  obvious. 

44  It  is  certain  that  nature  has  in- 
terfperfed  a  great  number  of  objedls 
capable  of  affording  the  livelieil  de¬ 
light,  without  danger  of  future  pain, 
and  even  with  the  probability  of  de¬ 
riving  improvement  and  additional 
pleafure  by  r effecting  on  the  pail  en¬ 
joyment.  Such,  indeed,  are  thofe 
innocent  pleafures  which  we  follow 
id  early  youth  with  cheerful  ardour, 
and  which  we  enjoy  with  lincere  de¬ 
light,  before  we  are  vitiated  and  har¬ 
dened  by  a  long  intercourfe  with  a 
depraved  world  ;  before  the  quali- 
ties  of  the  lamb  and  the  dove  are 
exchanged  for  the  lefs  amiable  wif- 
dom  of  the  wolf  and  the  ferpent. 

44  Amidft  all  the  improvements 
which  we  make  in  a  Rate  of  high 


civilization,  we  lofe  fome  natural 
taftes  and  propenfities  which  were 
favourable  to  virtue.  We  acquire 
wants  and  notions  which  diflurb  oui; 
repofe,  and  caufe  a  feverifh  anxiety, 
ever  thirfling,  and  never  fatisfied. 

44  The  fimple  and  innocent  fatis- 
fadlions  of  nature  are  ufually  withia 
reach  ;  and  as  they  excite  no  violent 
perturbation  in  the  purfuit,  fo  they 
are  enjoyed  without  tumult,  and  re- 
iinquifhed  without  long  or  painful 
regret.  It  will  then  render  effentiai 
fervice  both  to  happinefs  and  mo¬ 
rality,  if  we  can  perluade  men  in 
general  to  tafle  and  to  form  an  habi¬ 
tual  attachment  to  the  genuine  fatif- 
faetions  of  uncorrupted  nature. 

44  One  of  the  iirfl  affedfi.ons  which 
the  heart  perceives,  is  filial  pi¬ 
ety.  As  years  increafe,  this  affec¬ 
tion  dilates,  and  extends  itfelr  to 
brothers  and  fitters,  relatives  and  do- 
medics.  The  child  loves  and  is  be¬ 
loved  by  all  around  him.  Amidft 
the  converfation,  the  events,  the  en¬ 
dearments,  and  tender  duties  of  a  fa¬ 
mily,  he  finds  full  play  for  all  his 
faculties  and  propenfities,  and  is  of¬ 
ten,  by  his  own  fubfequent  con- 
feffion,  happier  at  this  early  age 
than  in  any  period  which  fucceeds. 

44  I  fay  then,  that,  were  a  tafte 
for  this  fimple  pleafure  retained, 
were  men  at  a  mature  age  led  to  feek 
their  happinefs  in  domellic  life,  and 
in  the  exercife  of  the  mild  virtues 
of  family  offices,  their  enjoyments, 

though 
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though  lefs  brilliant  and  noify,, 
would  be  purer,  and  more  fubftan- 
tial.  But,  on  the  contrary,  we  lee 
them  no  fooner  arrived  at  maturity, 
than  they  eagerly  leave  the  nelly. and 
wander,  in  feared  of  an  untried  and 
an  imaginary  blips,  through  all  the 
wilds  of  diffipation.  In  the  preci¬ 
pitate  purfuit,  innocence  is'  often 
lolt ;  and  whatever  progrefs  is  made 
In  refinement,  little  is  added  to  folid 
happinefs.  Our  intered,  as  wre  ralfe- 
ly  call  it,  and  our  honour,  became 
the  idols  whom  we  devoutly  wor- 
fhip,  and  on  whofe  altars  we  fa- 
crilice  health,  truth,  peace,  and  li¬ 
berty. 

u  We  are  indeed  fo  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  our  objecds,  that  wecannot 
advert  to  the  beauties  of  nature, 
thofe  fertile  fources  of  unadulterated 
plealure.  The  young  mind  is  al¬ 
ways  delighted  with  rural  fcenery. 
The  earlieh  poetry  was  padoral,  and 
every  juvenile  poet  of  the  prefent 
dav  delights  to  indulge  in  the  lux- 
uriance  of  a  rural  description.  A 
tade  for  thefe  pleafures  will  render 
the  morning  walk  at  lead  as  delight¬ 
ful  as  the  evening  ridotto.  The  va¬ 
rious  forms  which  nature  afftimes  in 
the  viciilitudes  of  the  feafons,  will 
conftitute  a  fource  of  complacency 
which  can  never  be  exhauded.  How 
grateful  to  the  fenfes  the  frefhnefs 
of  the  herbage,  the  fragrancy  of 
the  flowers,  all  thofe  firnple  delights 
of  the  field,  which  the  poets  have, 
from  the  earliefi;  ages,  no  lefs  judly 
than  exuberantly  deferibed  1  “It  is 
all  mere  fiHion,”  exclaims  the  man 
of  the  world,  a  the  produce  of  a 
vifionary  poet.’5  He  feels  not,  he 
cannot  feel  their  truth.  He  fees  no 
charms  in  herbs  and  blofToms  ;  the 
melody  of  the  grove  is  no  mufic  to 
bis  ear;  and  this  happens,  becaufe 
be  has  lod,  by  his  own  fault,  thofe 
tender  fenfibilities  which  nature  had 
bellowed.  They  are  dill  daily  per¬ 


ceived  in  all  their  perfection  by  the 
ingenuous  and  innocent,  and  they 
have  been  mod  truly  deferibed  by 
feeling  poets,  as  contributing' to 
pure,  real,  and  very  exalted  de¬ 
light. 

“  Yet  the  pofFedbr  of  extenfive 
lands,  if  he  is  a  man  of  fafnion  and 
fpirit,  forfakes  the  fweet  iceiies  of 
rural  nature,  and  iliuts  himfelf  up 
in  a  coffee-houfe,  at  a  gaming-table, 
in  a  fetid  alTembly  ;  and  leaves  that 
liberal  air,  which  breathes  over  his 
lawns,  and  agitates  his  foreds,  to  be 
inhaled  by  his  menial  rubies.  He 
perverts  the  defigns  of  nature,  and 
defpifes  the  hereditary  bleffings  of 
Providence  ;  and  he  receives  the 
adequate  punifhment  in  a  redlefs 
life,  perpetually  Peeking  and  never 
finding  fatisfaClion.  But  the  em¬ 
ployments  of  agriculture,  independ¬ 
ently  of  their  profit,  are  mod  con¬ 
genial  and  pleafing  to  human  nature. 
An  uncorrupted  mind  fees,  in  the 
progreis  of  vegetation,  and  in  the 
manners  and  excellencies  of  thofe 
animals  which  are  dedined  to  our 
immediate  fervice,  fuch  charms  and 
beauties  as  art  can  feldoni  produce. 
Hulbandry  may  be  fuperintended  by 
an  elegant  mind,  nor  is  it  by  any 
means  necellkry  that  they  who  en¬ 
gage  in  it  fliould  contract  a  coarfe- 
nefs  of  manners  or  a  vulgarity  of 
fentiment.  It  is  mod  favourable  to 
health,  to  plenty,  to  repofe,  and  to 
innocence  ;  and  great  indeed  mud 
be  the  objedls  which  judify  a  rea- 
fonable  creature  in  relinquifhing 
thefe.  Are  plays,  are  balls,  are  noc¬ 
turnal  affemblies  of  whatever  deno¬ 
mination,  are  debaucheries  in  all 
their  modifications,  which  tend  to 
rob  us  of  deep,  to  leffen  our  patri¬ 
mony,  to  injure  our  health,  to  ren¬ 
der  us  felfifh,  vicious,  thoughtlefs, 
and  ufelefs,  equivalent  to  thefe  ? 
Reafon  replies  in  the  negative  ;  yet 
the  aimed  univerfal  departure  from 
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innocence  and  fimplicity,  will  leave 
the  affirmative  eilabliffied  by.  a  cor¬ 
rupt  majority* 

44  It  is  not  without  a  figli,  that  a 
thinking  man  can  pals  by  a  lordly 
manfion,  the  fweet  retreat  deferred 
by  its  •  falfely-refined  pofieffor,  who 
Is  ftupidly  caroufing  in  fome  tavern 
of  a  polluted  city.  When  he  fees 
the  chimney  without  fmo.ke  in  the 
venerable  houfe,  where  all  the  coun¬ 
try  was  once  welcomed  to  partake  of 
princely  hofpitality,  he  cannot  help 
lamenting  that  progrefs  of  refine¬ 
ment,  which  in  rendering  the  de¬ 
ice  ndants  of  the  great  fine  gentle¬ 
men,  has  left  them  fomething  lefs 
than  men,  through  the  defebf  of 
manly  virtue* 

44  The  iuperlntendance  of  a  gar¬ 
den  might  of  itfelf  occupy  a  life 
elegantly  and  pleafurably.  Nothing 
is  better  able  to  gratify  the  inherent 
paffion  of  novelty  ;  for  Nature  is 
always  renewing  her  variegated  ap¬ 
pearance*  She  is  infinite  in  her 
productions,  and  the  life  of  man 
may  come  to  its  clofe  before  he  has 
feen  half  the  pictures  which  (he  is 
able  to  difplay.  The  tafte  for  gar¬ 
dening  in  England  is  at  prefent  pure* 
Nature  is  refiored  to  her  throne,  and 
reigns  majefiically  beautiful  in  rude 
magnificence.  The  country  abounds 
with  cultivated  tradts  truly  paradi- 
faical.  But  as  the  contemplative  ob- 
ferver  roams  over  the  lawn,  and  en¬ 
joys  the  ffiade  of  the  weeping  wil¬ 
low,  he  is  often  led  to  enquire, 
44  Where  is  now  the  owner  of  this 
wfildernefs  of  fweets  ?.  Happy  man  !” 
he  exclaims,  44  to  pofTefs  fuch  a  fpot 
as  this,  and  to  be  able  at  all  times 
to  tafte  the  pleafure  which  I  feel 
fpringing  in  my  bofom.”  But,  alas  1 
the  owner  is  engaged  in  other  fcenes. 
He  is  rattling  over  the  fireets  of 
I^ondon,  and  purfuing  all  the  fo- 
phifticated  joys,  which  fucceed  to 
lupply  the  place  where  Nature  is 


relinq ui fired.  If  he  condefcends  to 
pay  an  annual  vifit  to  the  retreat, 
he  brings  with  him  all  his  acquired, 
inclinations  ;  and  while  he  fits  at 
the  card -table,  or  at  the  banquet, 
and  thinks  of  little  elfe  than  pro¬ 
moting  his  intereft  at  the  next  elec¬ 
tion,  he  leaves  the  fhrub  to  bloffom 
and  diffufe  its  fvveets  in  unobferved 
folitude. 

“  Can  it  be  believed,  that  nature 
bellowed  beamy  on  the  foliage  of  a 
flower  but  with  a  view  to  pleafe  > 
The  . fruit  might  be  produced,  in 
the  fame  procefs,  without  any  rich- 
nels  and  diverfity  of  colour.  No 
other  animals  are  fenfible  of  their 
grace  but  the  human  ;  and  yet  the 
aulfere  man  of  bufinefs,  or  the  vain 
man  of  pleafure,  will  arraign  an¬ 
other  with  a  face  of  importance  for 
his  admiration  of  a  flower.  He  calls 
the  tafte  trifling  and  ufelefs.  But  is 
not  a  refufal  to  be  pleafed  with  fuch 
appearances,  like  the  malignant  un- 
thankfulnefs  of  a  fallen  gueft,  who 
refufes  to  tafte  the  inoft  delicious* 
dainties  prepared  for  his  entertain¬ 
ment  ? 

44  Fine  w'eather  in  England  is  the 
fource  of  a  very  fenfible  pleafure  ; 
but  he  who  is  engrofied  by  vice  or 
by  bufinefs,  will  live  half  a  life  with¬ 
out  admiring  the  beauties  of  a  blue 
Ikv,  balking  in  the  vernal  funfhine, 
or  inhaling,  with  any  confcioufnefs 
of  delight,  the  balfam  of  a  weftern 
gale, 

44  A  fondnefs  for  the  pleaftng  ani¬ 
mals  which  nature  has  placed  around 
us,  is  another  fource  of  natural,  and 
pure,  and  innocent  amufement.  The 
plumage  and  the  fong  of  the  bird 
were  doubtlefs  intended  to  delight 
the  ear  and  the  eye.  Who  can  be¬ 
hold  the  playful  lamb  without  com¬ 
placency  ?  The  fidelity  of  the  dog, 
the  generofity  of  the  horfe,  and  th« 
charadteriftic  qualities,  as  well  as 
ffi ape  and  beauty,  of  all  animated 

nature, 
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<fi  The  cunning  mid  the  craft/, 
of  whom  confifts  a  great  part  of  the 
bufy  crowd,  who  derive  an  unnatu¬ 
ral  influence  from  the  pofleflion  of 
riches,  will  deem  the  fimplicity 
which  I  have  recommended,  folly. 
Such  men  will  deem  truth  alfo  folly. 
They  confider  virtue  and  truth  as 
words  invented  to  delude  the  Ample 
ones ;  but,  in  truth,  to  retain  through 
life  fomething  of  the  fimplicity  of 
the  infant,  will  render  the  improved 
and  cultivated  man  truly  wife.  For, 
after  all  the  refinements  of  falfe 
philofophy,  and  the  low  arts  of  Je- 
fuitical  cunning,  hone  fly  is  our  trueft 
intereft,  and  innocence  our  belt  wif- 
dom.” 

»■  I.  I-MWW— ~  il  r-  ;  r  Tl  '  ,,IL*  ’■iW>  H'WIIiI  II I  I  IM**r«i»Hi  <  ■  liHUIum 'jiTT-tg^fiu 

ADVICE  to  GENERAL  OFFICERS  commanding  in  Chief. 

■i 

[From  the  Advice  to  the  Officers  of  the  British  Army.] 

A  Commander  in  chief  is  to 
the  army  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  what  the  foul  is  to  the  body: 
k  can  neither  think  nor  a£t  without 
him ;  and,  in  fliort,  is  as  perfedl  a 
non-entity  without  its  commander, 
as  a  wife  is  without  her  hufoand. 

You  mu  ft,  therefore,  through  pure 
good-will  and  affedtion  for  your 
troops,  take  care  of  your  own  facred 
perfon,  and  never  expofe  it  to  any 
dangers.  You  have  not  arrived  at 
this  rank  without  knowing  the  folly 
of  knocking  one’s  head  againft  a 
poft,  when  it  can  be  avoided.  When 
any  fervice  of  danger  is  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  you  ftiould  fend  your  fecond 
in  command,  or  fome  inferior  offi¬ 
cer— -but  whomfoever  you  fend,  if 
he  fucceeds  in  the  buflnefs,  be  fure 
to  take  all  the  merit  of  it  to  yourfelf. 

“  You  muft  be  as  absolute  in 
your  command,  and  as  inaccefiible 
to  your  troops ,  as  the  Eaftem  fill* 

**  l  ou 


tans,  who  call  themfelves  the  Lord’s 
vicegerents  upon  earth.  In  fadft,  a 
commander  in  chief  is  greater  than 
a  fultan  ;  for  if  he  is  not  the  Lord’s 
vicegerent,  he  is  the  king’s,  which 
in  the  idea  of  a  military  man  is  much 
better. 

Ci  As  no  other  perfon  in  your 
army  is  allowed  to  be  poffiefted  of  a 
Angle  idea,  it  would  be  ridiculous, 
on  any  occalion,  to  aflemble  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  or,  at  leaft,  to  be  guided 
by  their  opinion  :  for,  in  oppofition 
to  yours,  they  muft  not  truft  to 
the  mol]  evident  perception  of  their 
fenfes.  It  would  be  equally  ablurd 
and  unmilitary  to  confult  their  con- 
venience ;  even  when  it  may  be 
done  without  any  detriment  to  the 
fervice  :  that  would  be  taking  away 
the  moft  eftedhial  method  of  exer- 
ciflng  their  obedience,  and  of  per- 
fedfmor  them  in  a  very  confiderablc 
branch  of  military  difcipline.  . 


nature,  are  admirably  adapted  to 
charm  the  heart  which  is  yet  un- 
fp  oiled. 

“  But  in  a  proper  intercoufe  and 
behaviour  among  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  is  found  to  confift  our  prin¬ 
cipal  and  moft  conftant  delight.  To 
do  good,  and  to  prevent  evil,  as  far 
as  the  fphere  of  our  influence  or  ac¬ 
tivity  extends,  is  an  infallible  method 
of  deriving  to  ourfelves  pleafurable 
emotions.  And  if  we  confult  what 
pafies  in  our  bofoms,  before  our 
youthful  fenfibilities  are  blunted, 
we  (hall  find,  that  nature  has  taught 
us  to  find  a  great*  pleafure  in  reliev¬ 
ing  diftrefs,  and  in  communicating 
enjoyment. 
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fi  You  have  heard  that  fecrecy  is 
one  of  the  firft  requifttes  in  a  com¬ 
mander.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
get  a  name  for  this  great  military 
virtue,  you  mud:  always  be  filent 
smd  fullen,  particularly  at  your  own 
table ;  and  I  would  advife  you  to 
fecure  your  fecrets  the  more  effec¬ 
tually,  by  depofiting  them  in  the 
fafefi  place  you  can  think  of ;  as, 
for  initance,  in  the  bread  of  your 
wife  or  miftrefs. 

44  Ignorance  of  your  profeffion  is 
likewife  bed  concealed  by  folemnity 
and  filence,  which  pafs  for  profound 
knowledge  upon  the  generality  of 
mankind.  A  proper  attention  to 
thele,  together  with  extreme  feve- 
rity,  particularly  in  trifles,  will  foon 
procure  you  the  character  of  a  good 
officer, 

**  It  is  your  duty  to  be  attentive 
to  the  nubile  good,  but  not  without 
fome  regard  to  your  own,  in  your 
difpenfation  of  favours.  You  muft 
take  care  never  to  advance  an  offi¬ 
cer  above  one  flop  at  a  time,  how¬ 
ever  brilliant  his  merit,  unlefs  he 
be  your  relation  :  for  you  muft  con¬ 
fide  r,  that  your  ignorance  in  the 
higher  branches  of  your  profeffion 
can  only  be  covered  by  the  drifted 
attention  to  punctilio,  and  the  mi¬ 
nutiae  of  the  fervice. 

44  As  you  probably  did  not  rife 
to  your  prefent  diftinguifhed  rank  by 
your  own  merit,  it  cannot  reafon- 
ably  be  expected  that  you  ihould 
promote  others  on  that  fcore. 

44  Above  all,  be  careful  never  to 
promote  an  intelligent  officer ;  a 
brave,  chuckle-headed  fellow  will 
do  full  as  well  to  execute  your  or¬ 
ders.  An  officer,  that  has  an  iota 
of  knowledge  above  the  common 
run,  you  muft  confider  as  your  per- 
fonal  enemy ;  for  you  may  be  fure  he 
laughs  at  you  and  your  manoeuvres. 

4t  A  principal  part  of  your  duty 
is  to  fee  juftice  diftributed  among 
1782. 


your  troops.  Military  law  being  fo 
fummary  and  concife,  you  will  not 
And  this  a  difficult  matter  :  but  if. 
Ample  as  it  is,  you  fhould  be  en¬ 
tirely'-  unacquainted  with  it,  you 
may  fubftitute  your  own  good  will 
and  pleafure— and  that,  in  faff,  muft 
be  juftice  •  for  a  commander  in  chief 
is  as  infallible  as  the  pope,  and,  be¬ 
ing  the  king’s  representative,  he 
can  do  no  wrong,  any  more  than 
his  royal  mailer. 

44  In  diftributing  juftice,  you 
muft  always  incline  a  little  to  the 
ftrongeft  fide.  Thus,  if  a  difpute 
happen  between  a  field-officer  and  a 
fubaltern,  you  muft,  if  poffible, 
give  it  in  favour  of  the  former.— 
Force  is  indeed  the  ruling  principle 
in  military  affairs  ;  in  conformity  to 
which  the  French  term  their  can¬ 
non,  the  ratio  ultima  regum. 

44  Subordination  being  highly  ne- 
ceflary  in  an  army,  you  muft  take 
care  to  keep  a  proper  diftance,  firft 
between  your  felt  and  vour  fecretary, 
then  between  your  fecretary  and  the 
general  officers  on  the  ftaff ;  and  fo 
on  to  the  laft  link  in  the  military 
chain. 

44  Though  you  are  not  to  allow 
fwearing  in  others,  it  being  forbid¬ 
den  by  the  articles  of  war,  yet  by 
introducing  a  few  oaths  occafionally 
into  your  difeourfe,  you  will  give 
your  inferiors  fome  idea  of  your 
courage;  efpecially  if  you  Ihould 
be  advanced  in  years  :  for  then  they 
muft  think  you  a  dare-devil  indeed. 

I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to 
make  ufe  of  fome  oath  or  execra¬ 
tion  peculiar  to  your  ft:  If,  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  queen  Elizabeth  and  cap¬ 
tain  Bobadil  ;  as,  44  I  hope  to  be 
damned,”  or  any  other  equally  ex- 
preffive  of  your  future  wiflies  or  ex¬ 
peditions. 

44  Remember  that  cafe  and  con¬ 
venience  are  apt  to  render  foldicrs 
effeminate  ;  witnefs  Hannibal’s  army 
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at  Capua.  Never,  therefore,  let 
the  troops  have  comfortable  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  as  money,  according  to 
Horace,  lowers  a  man’s  courage,  be 
lure  to  cut  off  every  emolument 
from  your  army,  to  prevent  the 
impediment  of  a  full  purfe.  No 
perlons  will  behave  fo  defpcrately  in 
action  as  thole  who  are  tired  of  their 
lives  ;  Ibit  co  quo  vis  qui  %onam  per - 
didit—  and  the  more  you  pinch  the 
army  under  your  command,  the 
more  you  may  appropriate  to  your 
own  ule  :  your  country  can  afford 
to  make  you  the  handfomer  allow¬ 
ance. 

44  If  you  ferve  under  a  miniflry, 
with  whom  ceconomy  is  the  word, 
make  a  great  bufile  and  parade  about 
retrenchment ;  it  will  be  prudent  for 
your  likewife,  to  put  it,  in  fome 
meafure,  into  practice  ;  but  not  fo 
as  to  extend  to  your  own  perquifites, 
or  thofe  of  your  dependents.  Thefe 
favings  are  beit  made  out  of  the 
pay  of  the  fubaltern  officers  and 
private  foldiers  ;  who,  being  little 
able  to  bear  it,  will  of  courfe  make 
much  complaint  of  it,  which  will 
render  your  regard  to  ceconomy  the 
more  confpicuous.  And  though 
your  pay-maher,  or  commiflary- 
general,  may  touch  more  than  the 
amount  of  all  that  you  retrench  from 
the  body  of  the  army,  no  matter,  if 
you  go  l'nacks  with  them  :  the  pub¬ 
lic  need  know  nothing  about  it,  if 
they  are  but  fnug,  and  learn  how  to 
keep  their  own  fecrets. 

4k  Should  the  duties  bear  hard  on 
any  particular  corps,  never  attend 
in  the  lead  to  their  reprefentations. 
Remonhrances  are  the  forerunners 
of  mutiny  ;  and  it  is  the  highed  in- 
fult  to  your  rank  and  command  to 
inlinuate  that  you  are  not  infallible. 
This  rule,  ^however,  may  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  when  the  colonel  or 
commanding-officer  happens  to  be  a 
peer  or  a  mao  of  great  altered. 


44  Be  fure  to  give  out  a  number  of 
orders.  It  will  at  lead  fliew  the 
troops  you  do  not  forget  them.  The 
more  trifling  they  are,  the  more  it 
fhews'your  attention  to  the  fervice  ; 
and  fliould  your  orders  contradict 
one  another,  it  will  give  you  an  op~ 
port  unity  of  altering  them,  and  flnd 
fubjedt  for  frefli  regulations, 

44  You  will  doubtlefs  loon  learn 
what  to  do  with  the  fecret-fervice 
money.  The  gullibility  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  fee  rs  at  home  may  perhaps  induce 
them  to  believe,  that  this  is  all  ex¬ 
pended  on  fpies,  on  gaining  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  other  public  interefls* 
So  a  part  of  it  is,  however  flmall ; 
but  there  are  other  fervices  equally 
fecret,  and  no  lefs  important— to 
the  commander  in  chief,  which  muft 
be  lupplied  from  this  fund,  efpeci- 
ally  if  he  has  palled  his  grand  cli¬ 
macteric.  In  this  you  cannot  be 
laid  to  cheat  the  public ;  for  you 
give  them  the  real  hate  ©f  the  ex¬ 
pence  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  knavery 
or  collulion  in  the  matter. 

44  You  fliould  have  a  clever  fecre- 
tary  to  write  your  difpatcbes,  in. 
cafe  you  fliould  not  be  fo  well  qua¬ 
lified  yourfelf.  This  gentleman 
may  often  ferve  to  get  you  out  of  a 
ferape.  You  mud  take  pains  fo  to 
interlard  your  letters  with  technical 
terms,  that  neither  the  public,  nor 
the  minifler  to  whom  they  are  ad~ 
drefled,  will  underhand  them ;  efpe- 
cially  if  the  tranfa&ions  you  ate  de- 
feribing  be  trivial :  it  will  then  give 
them  an  air  of  importance.  This 
is  conformable  to  the  maxim  in  epic 
and  dramatic  poetry,  of  railing  the 
diction  at  times  to  cover  the  poverty 
of  the  fubjedt. 

44  In  your  flrh  official  letter  you 
muh  ingraft  a  tolerable  number  of 
French  words,  though  there  beEng- 
lifh  ones  equally  a  propos,  to  give 
people  an  idea  of  your  military  ta¬ 
lents  :  but  then  3rou  fliould  take  care 
i  to 
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keep  up  the  fame  fpirit  of  writ¬ 
ing,  other  wife  they  may  imagine, 
that  your  abilities  and  your  language 
are  exhauded  together-. 

44  If  upon  fervice  you  have  any 
ladies  in  your  camp,  be  valiant  in 
your  converlation  before  them. 
There  is  nothing  pleafes  the  ladies 
more  than  to  hear  of  Forming 
breaches,  attacking  the  covert-way 
fword  in  hand,  and  fuch  like  martial 
exploits.  This  however  I  only  re¬ 
commend  at  night  over  the  bottle : 
it  cannot  be  expedted  that  you 
fhould  be  fo  valiant  and  blood-thiriiy, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  the  next 
morning  ;  that,  indeed,  would  be 
murder  in  cold  blood. 

-  44  Nothing  is  fo  commendable  as 

generofity  to  an  enemy.  To  follow 
up  a  victory,  would  be  taking  the 
advantage  of  his  didrefs.  It  will 
he  fu.fficient  therefore  for  vou  to 
fhew,  that  you  can  beat  him  when 
you  think  proper.  Beddes,  giving 
your  enemy  too  fevere  a  drubbing 
may  put  an  end  to  the  war,  before 
you  have  feathered  your  nelt  hand- 
fomely,  and  provided  for  your  rela¬ 
tions  and  dependents. 

44  When  you  have  occalion  to  put 
into  winter  quarters  or  cantonments 
an  an  enemy’s  country,  you  fhould 
place  your  world  troops,  or  thofe 
you  can  leaf!  depend  upon,  in  the 
out-pods  :  for  if  the  enemy  fhould 
form  the  defign  of  cutting  them  off, 
though  he  would  be  the  more  likely 
to  fucceed  in  it,  yet  the  lofs,  you 
know,  is  of  the  lefs  confequence  to 
yoilr  army. 

44  When  an  inferior  general  is  to 
be  detached  upon  an  expedition,  be 
fare  to  fend  the  moil  ignorant  and 
inexperienced  ;  for  he  Hands  the 
mod  in  need  of  a  leffon. 

44  You  fhould  always  adt  openly 
and  fairly  both  with  friends  and 
foes.  Never  therefore  deal  a  march, 


or  lay  in  ariibufh  ;  neither  fhould 
you  fire  upon  or  attack  your  enemy 
in  the  nighti  If  yoU  have  read 
Pope*s  tranflation  of  Homer,  you 
may  remember  what  Hedtor  fays, 
when  about  to  fight  with  Ajax  : 

—Open  he  our  fight,  and  bold  each  blow, 
I  deal  no  conquelt  from  a  noble  foe. 

44  If  you  are  purfuing  a  retreating 
enemy,  let  him  get  a  few  days 
march  a-head,  to  fhevv  him  that  you 
have  no  doubt  of  beino;  able  to  over- 
take  him,  when  you  fet  about  it : 
and  who  knows  but  this  proceeding 
may  encourage  him  to  flop  ?  After 
he  has  retired  to  a  place  of  fecurity 
you  may  then  go  in  quell  of  him 
with  your  whole  army. 

44  It  will  be  your  own  fault,  if 
you  do  not  make  a  fortune  in  the 
courfe  of  your  command.  When 
you  come  home,  you  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  enjoy  oiiuin  cum  digni - 
tate .  I  would  have  you  build  a  villa, 
and,  in  imitation  of  the  great  duke 
of  Marlborough,  call  it  by  the 
name  of  the  mod  conliderable  vic¬ 
tory  you  have  gainedi,  If  you  have 
gained  no  vidtory,  you  may  perhaps 
have  taken  l'ome  town  without  ram¬ 
parts  orgarriion  to  defend  it ;  which, 
if  it  has  but  a  founding  name,  the 
public  will  give  you  as  much  credit 
for,  as  they  would  for  Lifie,  or 
Bergen-op-Zoom. 

“  If  you  fhould  ever  be  called  into 
the  fervice  again,  you  will  be  too 
wife  from  your  pad  experience  to  go 
and  expofe  yoUr  old  bones  in  Ger¬ 
many,  America,  or  the  Indies.  So 
I  would  advife  you  to  get  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  camp  or  didridt  in  Old 
England  ;  where  you  may  enjoy  all 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  war,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  be  tolerably  lecure 
from  thofe  hard  knocks,  which  your 
neceffities  impelled  you  to  rifk  in 
your  younger  days. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1782. 

By  WILLIAM  WHITEHEAD,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat. 

OWond’rous  power  of  inborn  worth, 

When  danger  calls  its  fpirit  forth, 

And  flrong  neceflity  compels 

The  fecret  fprings  to  burfl  their  narrow  cells! 

Tho’  foes  unnumber’d  gird  her  round, 

Tho’  not  one  friend  is  faithful  found, 

Tho’  impious  Scorn  derides ; 

Yet  hill  unmov’d  amid’ft  the  band, 

Like  her  own  rocks  does  Britain  hand. 

And  braves  the  intuiting  tides. 

A  world  in  arms  affaults  her  reign  ! 

A  world  in  arms  affaults  in  vain ! 

sTis  Britain  calls  :  ye  nations  hear  ! 

Unbrace  the  corfelet,  drop  the  fpear ; 

No  more  the  infidious  toil  purfue, 

Nor  ffrive  to  weaken  what  you  can’t  fubdue* 

^Tis  Britain  calls : — with  fatal  fpeed 
You  urge,  by  headlong  fury  led, 

Your  own  impending  fate. 

Too  late  you’ll  weep,  too  late  will  find, 

9Twas  for  the  glory  of  mankind 
That  Britain  fhould  be  great. 

In  Britain’s  voice,  ’tis  Freedom  calls, 

For  Freedom  dies,  if  Britain  falls. 

She  cannot  fall !  The  fame  Almighty  hand 
That  rais’d  her  white  rocks  from  the  main, 

Does  hill  her  arduous  caufe  maintain, 

Still  grafps  the  ihield  that  guards  his  favour’d  land. 

Obedient  to  his  word, 

Not  to  deftroy,  but  £0  reclaim, 

The  avenging  angel  waves  the  flaming  fword. 

Revere  his  awful  name ! 


Repentant 
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POETRY. 

"Repentant  in  the  duft 
Confefs  his  judgments  juft, 

The  avenging  ivvord  (hall  ceafe  to  wave, 

And  whom  his  mercy  fpares,  his  power  (hall  fave. 


An  ODE  in  Imitation  of  C  ALL1STR  ATUS? 
By  Sir  William  Jones, 

VERDANT  myrtle’s  branchy  pride 
Shall  my  biting  falchion  wreathe  : 

Soon  lhall  grace  each  manly  fide, 

Tubes  that  fpeak,  and  points  that  breathe* 

Thus,  Harmodius,  fttone  thy  blade  ! 

Thus,  Ariftogiton,  thine  ! 

Whofe,  when  Britain  fighs  for  aid, 

Whofe  fhall  now  delay  to  Ihine  ? 

Deareft  youths,  in  Blands  bleft, 

Not,  like  recreant  idlers,  dead  % 

You  with  fleet  Felides  reft, 

And  with  god-like  D  homed* 

Verdant  myrtle’s  branchy  pride 
Shall  my  thirfty  blade  entwine  i 
Such,  Harmodius,  deck’d  thy  fide  I 

Such  Ariilogiton,  thine  l  , 

They  the  bafe  Hipparchus  flew. 

At  the  feaft  for  Pallas  crown’d  ; 

Gods !  how  fvvift  their  poniards  hew ? 

How  the  monller  ting’d  the  ground ! 

Then,  in  Athens,  all  was  peace. 

Equal  laws  and  liberty  s 
Nurfe  of  arts,  and  eye  of  Greece  „ 

People  valiant,  firm,  and  free  i 

Not  lefs  glorious  was  thy  deed, 

Wentworth,  fix’d  in  virtue  s  caufc  | 

Not  lefs  brilliant  be  thy  meed, 

Lenox,  friend  to  equal  laws  ! 

High  in  freedom’s  temple  rais’d, 

See  Fitz-Maurice  beaming  Hand, 

For  collected  virtues  prais’d. 

Wil'd  om’s  voice,  and  Valour  s  hano  » 
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Ne’er  {hall  fate  their  eyelids  clofe  % 
They  in  blooming  regions  bleft, 
With  Harmodius  (hall  repofe, 

With  Ariilogiton  reft. 


Nobleft  chiefs,  a  hero’s  crown 
Let  the  Athenian  patriots  claim  $ 
You  lefs  fiercely  won  renown  j 
You  afliim’d  a  milder  name. 

They  through  blood  for  glory  ftrove, 
You  more  blifs.ful  tidings  bring  $ 
They  to  death  a  ty  rant  drove. 

You  to  fame  reftor’d  a  king, 

JLife,  Britannia,  dauntlefs  rife  \ 
Cheer’d  with  triple  harmony. 
Monarch  good,  and  nobles  wife. 
People  valiant,  firm,  and  free  !, 


\ 


a 


ODE  for  his  Majesty’s.  BIRTH-DAY,  June  4, 
By  W.  WHITEHEAD,  Efq;  Poet-Laureat. 


STILL  does  relu£laut  peace  refufe, 

Tho’  courted  by  each  gen’rous  mind. 
To  Hied  her  panacea n  dews. 

And  heal  the  madnefs  of  mankind* 


Muft  this  aufpicious  day  again 
Be  clouded  with  one  anxious  care, 

And  powers  malignant  render  vain 

The  monarch’s  fondeft  wilh,  the  people’s  general  prayer ! 

O,  no  !  in  yonder  pregnant  Iky, 

Whence  all  our  hopes  and  blefiings  fpring, 

New  burfting  fcenes  of  glory  lie, 

And  future  joys  are  on  the  wing  s 

The  ling’nng  morn  that  coyly  (beds 
On  broken  clouds  and  mountain  heads 
At  firft  a  glimmering  ray  ; 

Now  brighter,  and  now  brighter  glows, 

Wide,  and  more  wide  the  luftre  flows, 

Till  all  is  perfect  day,  « 

And  earth  rejoicing  in  ethereal  light, 

Forgets  the  dreary  damps  and  live-long  fhades  of  night* 

Satiate  of  war,  whofe  mad  excefs 

No  bound,  no  kind  reftrkTon  knows  5 
But  marks  its  progrefs  with  diftrefs, 

The  willing  world  lliall  feek  repofe. 
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And  Belgia  waking  from  her  dreams 
Of  Gallic  frauds,  illufive  fchem.es  ; 

Shall  add  new  ft-rength  to  Concord’s  chain. 

And  know  her  ancient  friends  as:ain  : 

While  thofe  whom  nearer  ties  unite. 

Whom  all  the  charities  combine  ; 

Shall  backward  turn  their  trembling  light. 

And  deprecate  the  wrath  divine ; 

?Midft  bleeding  heaps  of  brothers  (lain, 

Defolation’s  horrid  reign, 

And  all  its  complicated  woes  ; 

With  wild  affright  in  every  face, 

Shall  drain  more  clofe  the  flridt  embrace, 

And  wonder  they  could  e’er  be  foes. 

O  plealing  hope !  O  bleft  prefage 
Of  joys,  to  laft  from  age  to  age  ! 

For  what  heaven’s  felf  commands,  muff  heaven  approve* 
Returning  amity  and  mutual  love  ! 

And  hark !  on.  yonder  weflern  main, 

Imperious  France  is  taught  to  know 
That  Britain  re-affu  tries  her  reign, 

Her  thunders  only  flept  to  ffrike  the  deeper  blow® 

Ye  nations  hear  !  the  Gallic  ftar. 

Shorn  of  its  beam?,  th’  horizon  leaves ; 

That  fatal  firebrand  of  the  war, 

No  longer  dazzles  and  deceives. 

Record  it  in  the  faired  light 

Of  faithful  Hiftory’s  future  page  ; 

/  u  They  only  triumph’d  whilfl  they  lhunn’d  the  fight, 

“  We,  when  we  forc’d  them  to  engage.'* 

SONG  by  RICHARD  the  FIRST,  Coewr  de  Lion,  written  during 
his  Impriionmcnt,  in  the  Tour  Tcncbreufc,  or  Black  Tower.  Tianllatea 
by  Dr.  Burney. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Dr.  Bur  key’s  General  Hi  dory  of  Mufic.  ] 

NO  wretched  captive  of  his  prifon  fpeaks, 

Unlefs  with  pain,  and  bitternefs  of  foul : 

Yet  confolation  from  the  Mule  he  ieeks, 

Whofe  voice  alone  misfortune  can  controul. 

Where  now  is  each  ally,  each  baron,  friend, 

Whofe  face  I  ne’er  beheld  without  a  lmile. 

Will  none,  his  fov’reign  to  redeem,  expend 
The  fmalleft  portion  of  his  treafures  vile  f' 
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POETRY. 


Thouah  none  mav  blufh  that  near  two  tedious  years. 
Without  relief,  my  bondage  has  endur’d, 

Yet  know  my  Engllfli,  Norman,  Gafcon  peers. 

Not  one  of  you  fhould  thus  remain  immur’d  ; 

The  meaneft  fubjedd  of  my  wide  domains, 

Had  I  been  free,  a  random  fhould  have  found  ; 

I  mean  not  to  reproach  you  with  tny  chains, 

Yet  ilill  I  wear  them  on  a  foreign  ground  l 

Too  true  it  is,  fo  felrlfli  human  race  ! 

“  Nor  dead,  nor  captives,  friend  or  kindred  find,** 
Since  here  I  pine  in  bondage  and  difgrace, 

For  lack  of  gold,  my  tetters  to  unbind. 

Much  for  myfelf  I  feel,  yet  ah  !  Hill  more 
That  no  companion  from  my  fubjecfs  flows ; 

What  can  from  infamy  their  names  reftOre, ' 

If,  while  a  pris’ner  death  my  eyes  fhould  clofe. 

Butfmallis  myfurprize,  though  great  my  grief. 

To  find,  in  fpite  of  all  his  folemn  vows, 

My  lands  are  ravag’d  by  the  Gallic  chief, 

While  none  my  caule  has  courage  to  efpoufe. 
Though  lofty  tow’rs  obfcure  theehearful  day. 

Yet,  through  the  dungeon’s  melancholy  gloom. 
Kind  Hope,  in  gentle  whifpers,  feerris  to  fay, 

44  Perpetual  thraldom  is  not  yet  thy  doom*” 

^  ;  •  t  '  >  \i  -X 

Ye  dear  companions  of  my  happy  days, 

Oh  Chail  and  Penfavin  aloud  declare, 

Throughout  the  earth  in' eve'rlaffing  lays. 

My  toes  againft  me  wage  inglorious  war. 

Oh  tell  them  too,  that  ne’er  among  my  crimes 
Did  breach  of  faith,  deceit,  or  fraud  appear  5 
That  infamy  will  brand  to  lateff  times  . 

The  infults  I  receive  while  captive  here. 

Know  all  ye  men  of  Anjou  and  Touraine, 

And  ev’ery  bachior  knight,  robuft  and  brave. 

That  duty  now  and  love  alike  are  vain, 

From  bonds  your  fov’reign  and  your  friend  to  fave* 
Remote  from  confolation  here  I  lie,  '  « 

The  wretched  captive  of  a  powerful  foe, 

Who  all  your  zeal  and  ardour  can  defy, 

Nor  leaves  you  ought  but  pity  to  beiiow ! 


MILITAR 
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i  j.  i 

MILITARY  SONG  on  the  French  Champion 

Tran  dated  by  Dr.  Burney, 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

LET  ev’ry  valiant  fon  of  Gaul 

Sing  Roland’s  deeds,  her  greater  glory. 
Whole  name  will  flouted  foes  appal. 

And  feats  infpire  for  future  dory. 

Roland  in  childhood  had  no  fears,  * 

Was  full  of  tricks,  nor  knew  a  letter. 

Which,  though  it  cod  his  mother  tears. 

His  father  cried  46  So  much  the  better : 

44  We’ll  have  him  for  a  foldier  bred, 

€i  His  ftrength  and  courage  let  us  nourifh. 

If  bold  the  heart,  though  wild  the  head, 

Si  In  war  he’ll  but  the  better  flouridi/5 
Let  ev’ry,  &c» 

II. 

Roland  arriv’d  at  man’s  edate 
prov’d  that  his  father  well  admoniih’d, 

For  then  his  prowefs  was  fo  great 
That  all  the  world  became  adonifh’d. 
Battalions,  fquadrons,  he  could  break. 

And  lingly  give  them  fuch  a  beating, 

That,  feeing  him,  whole  armies  quake. 

And  nothing  think  of  but  retreating. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c* 

-  in. 

In  lingle  combat  ’twas  the  fame  ; 

To  him  all  foes  were  on  a  level. 

For  ev’ry  one  he  overcame 
If  giant,  forc’rer,  monder,  devil. 

His  arm  no  danger  e’er  could  day, 

Mor  was  the  goddefs  Fortune  fickle^ 

For  if  his  foe  he  did  not  day 
He  left  him  in  a  rueful  pickle? 

;V  Let  ev’ry,  &c. 

IV. 

In  fcaling  walls  with  highed  glee, 

Fie  firft  the  ladder  fixt,  then  mounted  £ 

Let  him,  my  boys,  our  model  be, 

Who  men  or  perils  never  counted* 
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ROLAND. 
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At  night,  with  fcouts  he  watch  would  keep. 
With  heart  more  gay  than  one  in  million. 

Or  elfe  on  knapfack  founder  deep 
Than  general  in  his  proud  pavilion. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c. 

V. 

On  (lubborn  foes  he  vengeance  wreak’d. 

And  laid  about  him  like  a  Tartar, 

But  if  for  mercy  once  they  fqueak’d, 

He  was  the  firft  to  grant  them  quarter. 

The  battle  won,  of  Roland’s  foul 
Each  milder  virtue  took  poffefiion  ; 

To  vanquifh’d  foes  he  o’er  a  bowl 
His  heart  furrender’d  at  difcretion. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c. 

VI. 

When  afk’d  why  Frenchmen  wield  the  brand 
And  dangers  new  each  day  folicit, 

He  faid,  ’tis  Charlemagne’s  command. 

To  whom  our  duty  is  implicit ; 

His  minifters,  and  chofen  few. 

No  doubt  have  weigh’d  thefe  things  in  private, 
Let  us  his  enemies  fubdue, 

*Tis  all  that  foldiers  e’er  fliould  drive  at. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c. 

VII. 

IRoland  like  Chriftian  true  would  live. 

Was  feen  at  mafs,  and  in  proceffion ; 

And  freely  to  the  poor  would  give. 

Nor  did  he  always  fliun  confelhon. 

But  bifhop  Turpin  had  decreed 
(His  counfel  in  each  weighty  matter) 

That  ’twas  a  good  and  pious  deed 
His  country’s  foes  to  drub  and  fcatter. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c. 

VIII, 

At  table  Roland  ever  gay, 

Would  eat,  and  drink,  and  laugh,  and  rattle. 
But  all  was  in  a  prudent  way 
On  days  of  guard,  or  eve  of  battle. 

For  hill  to  king  and  country  true 
He  held  himfelf  their  conftant  debtor. 

And  only  drank  in  feafon  due, 

When  to  t  ran  fad  he’d  nothing  better. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c. 


POETRY. 


IX. 

» 

To  captious  blades  be  ne’er  would  bend, 

Who  quarrels  fought  on  (light  pretences  | 
Though  he,  to  focial  joys  a  friend, 

Was  (low  to  give  or  take  offences. 

Hone  e’er  had  caufe  his  arm  to  dread 
But  thofe  who  wrong’d  his  prince,,  or  nation  8 
On  whom  whene’er  to  combat  led 
He  dealt  out  death  and  devastation. 

Let  ev’ry,  &c, 

X. 

Roland  too  much  adored  the  fair 
From  whom  e’en  heroes  are  defencelefs. 

And  by  a  queen  of  beauty  rare 
He  all  at  once  was  rendered  fenfelefs* 

One  haplefs  morn  fhe  left  the  knight, 

Who,  when  he  mifs’d  her,  grew  quite  frantic* 
Our  pattern  let.  him  be  in  fight : 

His  love  was  fomewhat  too  romantic© 

Let  ev’ry,  &c« 


XL  r 

His  mighty  uncle,  Charles  the  Great, 

Who  Rome’s  imperial  fceptre  wielded. 

Both  early  dignity  and  (late 
With  high  command  to  Roland  yielded* 
Yet  though  a  Gen’ral,  Count,  and  Peer, 
Roland’s  kind  heart  all  pride  could  ImotLer, 
For  each  brave  man  from  van  to  rear 
pje  treated  like  a  friend  and  brother© 

Let  ev’ry,  &c, 


SONG  from  THIBAUT,  King  of  Navarre© 

Tranflated  by  Dr.  Burney, 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


I  Thought  I’d  vanquhh’d  mighty  love* 
But  find  myfelf  deceiv  d  ; 

For  ev’ry  hour  alas !  I  prove, 

The  conqueft  unatchiev’d.  # 

By  day  I  feek  for  eafe  m  vain, 

Or  call  on  Beep  by  night ; 

Sighs,  tears,  complaints,  increale  my  pain, 
Hor  does  a  hope,  ye  pow  rs .  remain, 

That  Hie  will  e’er  my  love  requite© 
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II. 

The  libertine  alone  betrays 
The  kind  and  confiant  heart, 

But  I  would  die  ten  thoufand  ways 
Ere  pain  to  her  impart. 

No  thought  my  throbbing  bread  can  cheer 
But  her  in  blifs  to  fee  : 

Yet  in  her  coy  and  wild  career 
Could  1  but  catch  this  flying  deer 
How  happy  then  would  Theobald  be ! 

IIT. 

This  lovely  deer,  more  white  than  fnowt 
With  locks  like  burnifh’d  gold 
Which  o’er  her  polifh’d  (boulders  flow* 
Courageous  is,  and  bold. 

In  peril  oft  (lie  (lands  at  bay, 

Where  wolves  with  cunning  fraught 
Are  on  the  watch  by  night  and  day 
To  feize  the  courteous  as  their  prey 
Who  fet  their  wicked  wiles  at  naught# 

IV. 

A  brave  accomplifhM  knight  overcome 
And  flript  of  arms  and  fame. 

While  bam  and  vineyard,  houfe  and  home 
Are  food  for  fire  and  flame  ; 

Than  me  lefs  torture  feels  and  pain 
While  rigour  thus  I  prove. 

For  never  did  I  yet  attain 

The  gift  feraphic  of  a  fwain 

Who  could  without  a  premium  love# 

V. 

The  flighted:,  fm ailed  boon  to  fhare 
Is  all  I  humbly  crave, 

To  drive  away  the  fiend  Defpair 
And  fnatch  me  from  the  grave. 

And  is  it  then  no  crime  to  wound 
A  faithful  lover’s  heart  ? 

To  hear  his  fad  complaints  refound. 

Then  dafh  him  to  the  abyfs  profound^ 

Nor  at  his  cruel  fuff’rings  Hart  ? 

VI. 

Pronounce,  my  fair,  a  milder  doom 
Before  you’ve  kill’d  me  quite, 

For  pity  then  too  late  will  come 
When  plung’d  in  cndlefs  night. 


A  little 
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A  little  love  while  yet  I  live 
Is  worth  a  world  in  grave, 

And  his  ©economy  to  give 
When  by  a  trivial  donative 
A  heavy  future  charge  we  fa.ve. 
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u  The  laft  ftanza,  which  is  not  entire  in  the  original,  has  been  ampli¬ 
fied  in  the  Englilh,  to  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  lines,  for  the  melody.” 


CHARACTER  of  HOMER. 

[From  Mr.  Hay  ley’s  Efiay  on  Epic  Poetry.] 

U  T  TAIL,  mighty  father  of  the  Epic  line, 

|*1  Thou  vaft.  prolific,  intellectual  mine. 

Where  veins  of  ancient  and  of  modern  gold, 

The  wealth  of  each  poetic  world,  have  roll’d  ! 

Great  bard  of  Greece,  whofe  ever -during  verfe 
All  ages  venerate,  all  tongues  rehearfe  ; 

Could  blind  idolatry  be  juftiy  paid, 

To  aught  of  mental  power  by  man  difplay’d. 

To  thee,  thou  fire  of  foul-exalting  fong, 

That  boundlefs  worlhip  might  to  thee  belong  ; 

For,  as  thy  Jove,  on  his  Olympian  throne, 

In  his  unrivall’d  fway  exults  alone. 

Commanding  Nature  by  his  aweful  nod, 

Jn  high  feclufion  from  each  humbler  God  ; 

So  {bines  thy  genius  thro’  the  cloud  of  years, 

Exalted  far  above  thy  Pagan  peers 
By  the  rich  fpiendor  of  creative  fire, 

And  the  deep  thunder  of  thy  martial  lyre  ; 

The  eonfcious  world  confeffes  thy  controul, 

And  hails  thee  fovereign  of  the  kindling  foul* 

Yet,  could  thy  mortal  fliape  revifit  earth, 

How  would  it  move,  great  bard!  thy  fcorniUj.  in.iri.hj, 
To  hear  vain  pedants  to  thy  verfe  afiign 
Scholaftic  thoughts  that  never  could  be  thine ; 

To  hear  the  quaint  conceits  of  modern  pride 
Blafpheme  thy  fancy  and  thv  tafte  deride 
When  thus  in  vanity’s  capricious  fit,  _ 

We  fee  thy  fame  traduc’d  by  Gallic  wit. 

We  fee  a  dwarf,  who  dares  his  foot  to  reft 
On  a  recumbent  giant’s  ample  cl l eft. 

And,  lifting  his  pert  form  to  public  fight, 

Boafts,  like,  a  child,  his  own  fuperior  height. 

But  neither  envious  Wit’s  malignant  craft, 

Tho’  arm’d  with  Ridicule’s  envenom’d  fliafc, 


» 


Nor 


Nor  fickle  Fafhion^s  more  tyrannic  fway, 

Whofe  varying  voice  the  fons  of  earth  obey. 

Can  (hake  the  folid  bafe  of  thy  renown. 

Or  blaft  the  verdure  of  thy  laurel  crown* 

Tho’  Time,  who  from  his  many-colour’d  wings. 
Scatters  ten  thoufand  fhades  o’er  human  things. 
Has  wrought  unnumber’d  changes  fince  thy  birth. 
And  given  new  features  to  the  face  of  earth  ; 

Tho’  all  thy  gods  who  ihook  the  ftarry  pole, 
Unqueftion’d  rulers  of  the  pagan  foul. 

Are  fallen  with  their  fanes,  in  ruin  hurl’d, 

Their  worfhip  vanifh’d  from  th’  enlighten’d  world  ; 
Still  its  immortal  force  thy  fong  retains. 

Still  rules  obedient  man  and  fires  his  glowing  veins 
For  Nature’s  felf,  that  great  and  conftant  power, 
One  and  the  fame  thro*  every  changing  hour. 

Gave  thee  each  fecret  of  her  reign  to  pierce, 

'And  flampt  her  fignet  on  thy  facred  verfe  ; 

That  awful  fignet,  whofe  imperial  fway 
No  age  difputes,  no  regions  difobey ; 

For  at  its  fight  the  fubjedt  paffions  hart. 

And  open  all  the  pafles  of  the  heart. 

’Tvvas  nature  taught  thy  genius  to  difplay 
That  hod:  of  characters  who  grace  thy  lay  ; 

So  richly  varied  and  fo  vaft  the  fiore. 

Her  plallic  hand  can  hardly  model  more  % 
aTwas  Nature,  nobleft  of  poetic  guides, 

Gave  thee  thy  flowing  verfe,  whofe  copious  tides 
Gufliing  luxuriant  from  high  Fancy’s  fource. 

By  no  vain  art  diverted  in  their  courfe, 

With  fplendid  eafe,  with  limple  grandeur  roll. 
Spread  their  free  wealth,  and  fertilize  the  foul. 

There  are,  whom  blind  and  erring  zeal  betrays 
To  wound  thy  genius  with  ill- judging  praife  ; 

Who  rafhly  deem  thee  of  all  arts  the  fire, 

Who  draw  dull  fmoke  from  thy  refplendent  fire. 
Pretend  thy  fancied  miracles  to  pierce. 

And  form  quaint  riddles  of  thy  cleared:  verfe  ; 
Blind  to  thofe  brighter  charms  and  purer  worth. 
Which  make  thy  lays  the  lading  joy  of  earth. 

For  why  has  every  age  with  fond  acclaim 
Swell’d  the  loud  note  of  thy  increadng  fame  ? 

Not  that  cold  ftudy  may  from  thee  deduce 
Vain  codes  of  mydic  lore  and  laws  abfirufe  ; 

But  that  thy  fong  prefents,  like  folar  light, 

A  world  in  adiion  to  th*  enraptur’d  fight ; 

That,  with  a  force  beyond  th’  enervate  rules 
Of  tame  Philofophy’s  pedantic  fchools. 

Thy  living  images  inftrudt  mankind, 

Mould  the  juft  heart,  and  fire  th*  heroic  mind*. 
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E9en  Socrates  himfelf,  that  purefl  fa gc, 

Imbib  d  his  wiidom  from  thy  moral  pa^e  ® 

And  haply  Greece,  the  wonder  of  the  earth 
For  feats  of  martial  fire  and  civic  worth. 

That  glorious  land,  of  nobleit  minds  the  nurfe. 
Owes  her  unri vail’d  race  to  thy  infpiring  verfe*; 
For  O,  what  Greek,  who  in  his  youthful  vein  * 
Had  felt  thy  foul-invigorating  {train, 

Who  that  had  caught,  amid  the  feftive  throng* 

The  public  leflon  of  thy  patriot  fong. 

Could  ever  ceafe  to  feel  his  bofom  fweli 
With  zeal  to  dare,  and  paffion  to  excel. 

In  thee  thy  grateful  country  juftly  prais’d 
The  nobleft  teacher  of  the  tribes  ^fihe  rais’d  ; 

Thy  voice,  which  doubly  gave  her  fame  to  lair* 
Form’d  future  heroes*  while  it  fung  the  pail.” 

CHARACTER  of  ARIOSTO. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

INdignant  Fancy,  who  with  fcorn  furvey’d 
The  fleepy  honors  to  proud  lyftem  paid. 

Smiling  to  fee  that  on  her  rival’s  brow 
The  poppy  lurk’d  beneath  the  laurel  bough 9 
Refolv’d  in  fportive  triumph  to  difplay 
The  rich  extent  of  her  fuperior  fway  : 

From  Necromancy’s  hand,  in  happieft  hourf 
She  caught  the  rod  of  vifionary  power ; 

And  as  aloft  the  magic  wand  flic  rais’d, 

A  peerlefs  bard  with  new  effulgence  blaz’d* 

Born  every  law  of  fyftem  to  difown, 

And  rule  by  Fancy’s  boundlefs  power  alone* 

High  in  mid  air,  between  the  moon  and  earth* 

The  bard  of  pathos  now,  and  now  of  mirth,  * 
Pois’d  with  his  lyre  between  a  griffin’s  wings, 

Her  fporttve  darling,  Ariofto,  lings. 

As  the  light  cloud,  whofe  varying  vapors  fly. 
Driven  by  the  -zephyr  of  the  evening  iky. 

Fixes  and  charms  the  never-wearied  view. 

By  taking  every  fliape  and  every  hue  ; 

So  by  Variety’s. fupreme  controul, 

His  changeful  numbers  feize  the  willing  foul. 
Enchanted  by  his  fong  Attention  fits, 

With  features  catching  every  call  by  fits, . 

Like  the  fond  infant,  in  whofe  tender  brain 
Young  Senfibility  delights  to  reign  ; 

While5 rapid  Joy  and  Pain  each  other  chafe 

Thro’  the  foft  mufcles  of  its  April  face, 
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In  vain  the  haves  of  Syftem  would  difcard 
From  Glory’s  claflic  train  this  airy  bard  ; 
Delighted  Nature  her  gay  fav’rite  crown’d, 
.And  Envy’s  clamour  in  her  plaudit  drown’d. 
Severe  Morality,  to  cenfure  mov’d, 

His  wanton  Lyre  with  jufter  blame  reprov’d  5 
But  his  fweet  long  her  anger  fo  beguil’d. 

That,  ere  file  finifh’d  her  reproof,  fhe  fmil’d.” 


( 


Mr.  HAYLEY’s  APOSTROPHE  to  his  deccafed  MOTHER. 

* 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

“  YF  heart-felt  pain  e’er  led  me  to  accufe 

The  dangerous  gift  of  the  alluring  Mufe, 

*Twas  in  the  moment  when  my  verfe  impreft 
Some  anxious  feelings  on  a  mother’s  breaft. 

O  thou  fond  fpirit,  who  with  pride  haft  fmil’d. 

And  frown’d  with  fear,  on  thy  poetic  child, 

Pleas’d,  yet  alarm’d,  when  in  his  boyifti  time 
He  figh’d  in  numbers,  or  he  laugh’d  in  rhyme  ; 

While  thy  kind  cautions  warn’d  him  to  beware 
Of  Penury,  the  bard’s  perpetual  fnare ; 

Marking  the  early  temper  of  his  foul, 

Carelefs  of  wealth,  nor  fit  for  bale  controul ; 

Thou,  tender  faint,  to  whom  he  owes  much  more 
Than  ever  child  to  parent  ow’d  before, 

In  life’s  firft  feafon,  when  the  fever’s  flame 
Shrunk  to  deformity  his  fh'riveil’d  frame. 

And  turn’d  each  fairer  image  in  his  brain 
To  blank  Gonfufton  and  her  crazy  train, 

5Twas  thine*  with  conftant  love,  thro’  lingering  years* 

To  bathe  thy  idiot  orphan  in  thy  tears  ; 

Day  after  day,  and  night  fucceeding  night* 

To  turn  incefiant  to  the  hideous  light, 

And  frequent  watch,  if  haply  at  thy  view 
Departed  Reafon  might  not  dawn  anew. 

Tho’  medicinal  art,  with  pitying  cafe, 

Cou’d  lend  no  aid  to  fave  thee  from  defpalr, 

Thy  fond  maternal  heart  adher’d  to  hope  and  prayer  : 

Nor  pray’d  in  vain  ;  thy  child  from  Power’s  above 
Receiv’d  the  fenfe  to  feel  and  blefs  thy  love  ; 

O  might  he  thence  receive  the  happy  fkill,  t 
And  force  proportion’d  to  his  ardent  will, 

With  Truth’s  unfading  radiance  to  emblaze 
Thy  virtues,  worthy  of  immortal  praife  ! 

Nature  who  deck’d  thy  form  with  Beauty’s  flowers, 
Exhaufted  on  thy  foul  her  finer  powers  ; 
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Taught  it  with  all  her  energy  to  feel 

Love’s  melting  foftnefs,  Friendfliip’s  fervid  zeal, 

The  generous  purpofe,  and  the  adtive  thought. 

With  Charity’s  diffufive  fpirit  fraught  ; 

There  all  the  bed;  of  mental  gifts  {lie  plac’d, 

Vigor  of  judgment,  purity  of  tafte, 

Superior  parts,  without  their  fplecnful  leaven, 

Kindnefs  to  earth,  and  confidence  in  heaven. 

While  my  fond  thoughts  o’er  all  thy  merits  roll, 

Thy  praife  thus  guflies  from  my  filial  foul ; 

Nor  will  the  public  with  harfti  rigor  blame 
This  my  juft  homage  to  thy  honor’d  name  5 
To  pleale  that  public,  if  to  pleafe  be  mine, 

Thy  virtues  train’d  me— let  the  praife  be  thine. 

Since  thou  haft  reach’d  that  world  where  Love  alone, 

Where  Love  parental  can  exceed  thy  own  ; 

If  in  celeftial  realms  the  bleft  may  know 
And  aid  the  objects  of  their  care  below, 

While  in  this  fublunary  fcene  of  ftrife 
Thy  fon  poiTefTes  frail  and  feverifh  life, 

If  heaven  allot  him  many  an  added  hour, 

Gila  it  with  virtuous  thought  and  mental  power. 

Power  to  exalt,  with  every  aim  refin’d, 

The  lovelieft  of  the  arts  that  blefs  mankind,” 


Extradl  from  Mifs  Seward’s  POEM  to  the  Memory  of  Lady  MILLER, 

THUS  while  with  fervent  zeal  the  aufpicious  Nine 
O’er  Laura’s  form  the  clafiic  ceftus  threw, 

Hung  all  their  golden  harps  within  her  ftirine, 

And  ting’d  her  wreaths  with  undecaying  hue, 

Yet  Charity,  thy  foft  feraphic  flame, 

A  purer  glory  filed  around  her  fpotlefs  name. 

And  harmonizing  fweet  with  friendfliip’s  lyre 
The  grateful  b fellings  of  the  poor  fliali  blend, 

And  borne  on  angel-wings  to  heaven’s  full  choir, 

Sublime  the  breath  of  gratitude  afeend  ; 

With  ftrains  more  dulcet  fwell  the  afpiring  gales _ 

Thari  rife  from  Pindus’  grove,  than  float  in  I  heipian  vatss. 

Nor  yet  that  worth,  which  fhunn’d  the  public  view. 

Wilt  thou,  O  mournful  Mufe !  refufe  to  ling  ; 

Each  virtue  rather  to  its  fhade  purfue, 

And  ftoop  from  fhimng  heights  thy  trembling,  wing  ; 

Teach  the  foft  fex  whence  genuine  tranfport  flows, 

Tell  them,  domeftic  joy  the  fulleft  blifs  beftovvs. 
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This  beauteous  lelfon  may  they  wifely  read 
In  the  white  page  of  Laura’s  vital  Hate ; 

And  emulate  each  great,  each  gentle  deed, 

That  crown’d  her  fame,  or  that  difarm’d  her  fate  ; 
For  fky-rob’d  Innocence  can  finding  brave 
The  dart  of  indant  death,  and  triumph  o’er  the  grave* 


O,  born  to  fmooth  the  rugged  path  of  life, 

For  all  who  trod  with  thee  its  mazy  round  l 
Where  neither  gloomy  Care,  nor  noify  Strife, 

Dark  Spleen  or  haggard  Jealoufy  were  found ; 

For  Chearfulnefs  and  Love  with  potent  fway,  - 

The  Lares  of  thy  hearth,  chas’d  ev’ry  fiend  away* 

Since  well  thou  knew’d,  nor  pomp  nor  feflal  fhow# 

In  the  gay  revel  of  their  gorgeous  night, 

On  youth’s  warm  bread:  cou’d  breathe  fo  pure  a  glow. 
As  fwreet  domedic  comfort’s  cheering  light; 

For  foft  die  {beds,  on  halcyon  pinions  borne, 

Her  poppies  o’er  the  night,  her  rofes  on  the  morn. 


Ijl  Diffipation’s  giddy  circle  whirl’d 

One  joy  fincere  can  erring  beauty  prove, 

A  rake’s  loofe  homage  or  a  flatt’ring  world, 

Supply  the  fweetnefs  of  connubial  love  ; 

Where  fix’d  edeem  fhall  lading  joy  infpire, 

And  blend  the  hufband’s  faith  with  all  the  lover’s  fir®  ? 

Nor  lefs  that  blifs  the  virtuous  bofom  knows 
Whilft  its  fond  care  a  parent’s  woe  beguiles ; 

When  life’s  pale  winter,  with  the  filial  rofe 
Adorn’d  and  happy,  dill  ferenely  fmiles  ; 

Lulls  the  chill  gale  of  each  repining  figh, 

And  balks  in  joy’s  warm  gleam  when  the  lov’d  child  is  nigh. 

Thus  duteous  Laura  hung,  with  vedal  cate, 

O’er  the  dim  trembling  light  of  warning  age ; 

The  wade  of  time  and  ficknefs  to  repair, 

And  deal  attention  from  each  dark  prefage ; 

Difcharging  thus  affedion’s  vad  arrears 

Of  countlefs  debts  incurr’d  thro’  childhood’s  helplefs  years*' 

*  J 

And  thus  her  infants,  in  a  didant  hour, 

With  faired  worth  parental  hopes  had  bled ; 

Strew’d  her  declining  path  with  ev’ry  flow’r, 

Her  fod’ring  hand  had  planted  in  their  bread ; 

But  ah  !  that  hand  is  cold  !  and  points  no  more 

The  fureft  path  of  peace,  on  Virtue’s  facred  fliore  I 
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iTt-  Io\  ciy  innocents,  whole  lofs  fevere 
1  he  Mule  with  tender  lympathy  furvevs 
It  Inch  memorials  as  her  love  can  rear 

May  catch,  in  future  years,  your  filial  gaze, 

Mere  may  your  parent’s  pure  emblazon’d  name 

Lignc  you  to  faireft  deeds  by  emulation’s  flame ! 

\  '  . 

It  et  mud  this  verfe  thy  kind  indulgence  crave, 

..  Thou,  who  wilt  moil  perceive  its  failing  art ; 

W}™  view’d,  flow  wand’ring  round  thy  Laura’s  grave. 
Her  j ufter  image  in  thy  widow’d  heart  • 
lor  the  tond  wifh  to  bid  her  merits  live, 
f  orgive  the  fainter  tints,  the  erring  line  forgive  ! 

'•a 

O  faithful  Memory  !  may  thy  lamp  illume 
Her  honour’d  fepulchre  with  radiance  clear  ; 
Connubial  love  fliall  reft  upon  her  tomb 
And  infant  duty  filed  its  April  tear ; 

I  here,  ^  with  veil'd  brows,  parental  londnefs  mourn. 
Bend  o’er  the  holy  earth,  and  confecrate  her  urn  ! 
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The  THEATRE-— A  LADY  of  FASHION. 

Air,  Ralph  Rusty  to  John  C.  Efq, 

[From  Modern  Manners;  or  the  Country  Coufins.J 

> . 

TTTELL,  now  I  am  got  here,  faith  here  I  mull  flay, 

V  Y  For  I  find  there’s  no  dragging  my  people  away ; 

1  feldom  fee  Kitty,  fhe’s  always  abroad, 

At  operas  and.  routs  with  our  good-natur’d  lord  ; 

Rut  I  think  fhe’ll  ne’er  learn  quite  fo  much  of  the  modcj, 

As  to  flight  her  old  friends  and  her  rural  abode. 

George  is  rambling  about  to  fee  buildings  all  day, 

And  at  night  now  and  then  he  drops  in  at  the  play. 

My  dear  filler  Ruth,  that  kind,  teazing  old  creature, 

With,  perhaps,  a  good  heart,  but  the  worfl  face  in  nature. 

To  Dr.  Cringe  Croucher  is  always  declaring 
Her  rooted  abhorrence  of  wenching  and  fwearing ; 

And  laments  to  the  parfon,  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 

That  churches  fall  down,  and  conventicles  rife. 

When  they’ve  fettled  thefe  points,  on  good  vi&uals  they’re  treating ; 
For  both  have  the  fame  underhand ing  in  eating. 

Yet  think  not,  dear  John,  that  with  fceptical  pride, 

The  church,  or  the  clergy,  I  mean  to  deride  ; 

Religion  I  honour,  the  church  I  approve, 

The  gown  I  refpebl,  and  true  virtue  I  love  ; 

"  N  2  But 


/ 


/ 


[196]  ?  O  E  T  R  Y> 

But  bigots,  who  Cure  to  religion  moil  hurt  do. 

With  found  faith,  a  fine  fuccedaneum  for  virtue  ! 

And  hypocrites  all  in  falfe  colours  array’d, 

Who  deal  in  the  wbrd,  whofe  religion’s  a  trade, 

I  hate  and  abhor ;  and  to  fcourge  them  I’ll  venture, 

Whether  Papilf,  or  Churchman,  or  fturdy  Diffentcr. 

Lad  night  I  attended  my  nephew,  my  niece, 

And  my  lord,  to  the  playhoufe,  to  hear  the  new  piece  ; 

Tho’  1  knew  ’tvvould  be  nothing  to  me,  who  had  feen 
Booth,  Oldfield,  and  Woffington,  Cibber,  and  Quin, 

A  confident  adtor  fir  ft  came  on  the  ftagc, 

Who  feem’d  all  the  night  in  a  wonderful  rage  ; 

He  roar’d  out  fo  loud,  fo  diftorted  each  feature, 

He  forgot  ’twas  his  bufinefs  to  imitate  nature  : 

Some  vented  their  griefs  in  a  low  muttering;  voice  ; 

Then,  all  on  a  fudden,  quite  ft  min’d  me  with  noife  ; 

Loud  plaudits  inform’d  me  that  this  was  thought  fine, 

Na  v  the  ladies  around  me  declar’d  ’twas  divine; 

44  O  Lord,”  cries  a  Mifs,  44  how  enchantingly  clever, 

44  As  I  hope  to  be  fav’d,  file  is  greater  than  ever  !” 

I  thought,  what  with  clapping  and  thumping  of  canes, 

They’d  Have  had  an  old  houfe  on  their  heads  for  their  pains  ; 
By  looks,  words,  and  actions,  I  dare  to  engage. 

That  thev  were  as  mad  as  the  chiefs  of  the  fta^e : 

’Tis  a  maxim  obferv’d  by  fome  players,  I  find, 

That  a  princefs  diftrefs’d  (hould  be  out  of  her  mind  ; 

Indeed,  who  can  blame  them,  fince  all  the  world  lay, 

The  more  frantic  their  geflures,  the  better  they  play. 

What  a  contrail;  appear’d  I— with  what  eafe  did  fhe  move, 
Majeftic  as  Juno,  and  graceful  as  Love! 

Each  adtion  lo  juft,  fo  expreftive  each  feature. 

It  was  not  thought  adting, — ’twas  too  much  like  nature; 

Her  voice,  fweet  and  plaintive,  enchanted  my  ear, 

Now  melted  with  foftnefs,  now  chill’d  me  with  fear: 

But  nature,  I  find,  with  the  critical  band, 

Is  a  thing  they’re  unusM  to,  and  don’t  underftand : 
rI  o  his  lordfhip  I  ventur’d  my  feelings  to  tell, 

Who  reply ’d*~~— 44  She  falls  off',  but  flic’s  ftill  very  well.” 

O  hear  !  ye,  that  wiffi  to  be  judges  of  merit! 

True  feeling  is  tamenefs,  and  fury  is  fpirit ! 

More  blels’d  is  the  adtor  with  excellent  lungs, 

Than  with  honey  that  flows  from  feraphical  tongues  ; 

He’s  ft: re  to  fucceed,  who’s  retrain’d  by  no  bound, 

Who  flares,  raves,  and  (lamps,  and  falls  well  on  the  ground  ; 
Hear,  Tons  of  the  Stage  !  be  this  ever  your  plan, 

Get  rid  of  dame  Nature  as  fail  as  you  can. 
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And  now,  while  I  ponder’d  thefe  things  in  my  mind, 
i  was  rouz’d  by  a  loud  tattling  noife  from  behind  ; 

I  turn’d  to  my  lord  to  alk  what  was  the  matter, 

\\  ho  told  me  ’tvvas  only  young  lady  Clackclatter : 

As  flie  enter’d  the  box- - “  O,  my  dear,  how  you  bore  us , 

44  See  !  —  according  to  cuftom  the  creature’s  before  us  ! 
ti  Lord,  my  Lord  !  I  can’t  think  how  you  get  here  lb  foon  .  — 

44  One  would  think  that  your  lordfhip  takes  dinner  at  noon  T~ 

u  o  ma’am,  check  that  horrid  idea,  I  pray - 

u  No,  I  always  contrive  to  dine  after  the  play  :  - - 

44  But  where  have  you  hid  yourfelf,  dear  little  rover, 
a  1  fought  for  your  ladyfnip  all  the  town  over  j 
44  Laft  night  I  explor’d,  as  men  leek  for  hid  treafure”-— - 

44  O,  my  lord,  at  the  opera,  expiring  with  plea  lure - 

44  That  dancer’s  a  dear  little  wonderful  thing  ! 

44  O  that  fcraping  !- - pray  when  does  the  fifth  aril  begin  ?  — 

44  How7  d’ye  kill  time  this  evening  ? - -you  can’t  flay  here  long 

44  A  play  is  as  bad  as  an  old-fafhion’d  fong.” — — ■ 

44  D*  ye  know  what’s  become  of  Mifs  Prifcy  Pannprinner, 

44  She  has  not  been  heard  of  fince  yefierday  dinner— 

64  To  be  fure  there  are  charms  in  Sir  Ghaftly  O’Grinner  !  — 

44  But  the  world  lies  fo  fail— —bring  fome  frefh  lemonade. 

44  —Does  your  ladyfhip  go  to  the  next  mafquerade  ?”— 

44  —Do  I  live  ?  do  I  breathe? - -Lord  I  heard  it  for  certain,” 

44  Sir  John - -O  !  at  laft  fee  they  draw  up  the  curtain  !” 

44  — I  hear  that  your  new-married  coufins  agree 

44  Like  Mifs  Clappeiclaw  and  old  Count  Snlggerfnee  — 

44  Don’t  you  think,  lady  Charlotte— but  you’re  fuch  a  prude  !  — 

44  My  lord,  there’s  beau  Frightful— how  monfiroufiy  rude  ! 

44  What  is  it  to-night  ?  muft  we  fimper  or  cry  ?. 

44  Lord,  this  place  is  fo  hot  that  I’m  ready  to  die  i  — — 

44  What  people  furround  us  !  I  vow  and  declare, 

44  One  may  almoft  as  well  be  at  Barthol’mew  fair, 

44  My  lord  !  lady  Charlotte  !— — Come,  let’s  difappear  ; 

44  Though  the  houfe  is  quite  full,  yet  there’s  nobody  here  !”■ 

And  the  Devil  go  with  you,  in  fecret  I  cried, 

And  with  all  forts  and  daughters  of  fafhion  and  pride ! 

RALPH  RUSTY, 


Jixtraril  from  Mr.  Wh alley’s  VERSES  addrefied  to  Mrs.  SIDDONS, 

tt  rppE  day  approaches,  when  thy  eye  lhall  trace, 

§  Delighted  !  all  my  charms  in  Siddons  face, 

The  while  her  foft,  and  energetic  tongue, 

With  all  my  fweetnefs,  all  my  pathos  fining, 

The  nob  left  thoughts,  with  nobler  tones  lhall  grace, 

And  lend  each  author’s  fenfe,  a  brighter  face, 

V  3-  ^ 
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*  i  X  v  fc  -* 

In  all  her  motions  (hall  the  Graces  move, 

■Midi  joy  or  forrow,  ’midft  difdain  or  love, 

And  all  the  various  paffions  pointed  lie, 

Within  the  magic  circle  of  her  eye. 

Bright  as  her  charms,  and  lofty  as  her  mien, 

Her  talents  fhall  ill uif rate  every  fcene  : 

No  pompous  paces,  and  no  ftudied  hart, 

Shall  fpeak  the  tutori'ngs  of  th’  adultrefs  art ; 

No  labour’d  emphalis  offend  the  ear, 

Nor  turgid  accent  fpeak  the  aclrefs  near. 

But  juft  conception  fhall  with  fpirit  join. 

Simplicity,  with  energy  combine  • 

"With  eafe  united,  dignity  fhall  charm. 

And  fire,  with  feeling  blended,  doubly  warm  ; 

While  fenlibility,  thro’  every  part, 

Shall  thrill  in  all  the  pulfes  of  her  heart ; 

Throw  a  f®ft  trembling  luftre  o’er  the  whole. 

And  grace  the  beft  emotions  of  the  foul*——— 

Difdainfui  of  thofe  little  arts  that  bind. 

In  flavifh  trammels,  the  inferior  mind. 

No  ftage  fineffe  her  adtion  fliall  difgrace, 

To  trick  a  generous  audience  out  of  praife  ; 

But  truth,  and  nature,  {hall  {fill  plead  her  caufef 
And  win  the  tribute  of  a  juft  applatife* 

No  mimic  mirror  e’er  fhall  lend  its  rays 
To  point  the  paflions  on  her  lovely  face; 

Nor  pourtray’d  on  its  fhining  front  be  feen, 

Her  ftudied  attitudes,  and  pradtis’d  mien ; 

But  trnfting  to  her  judgment,  ftrong  and  clear, 

And  the  bright  images  imprinted  there, 

Tr lifting  thro’  every  (hade,  of  every  part. 

To  the  warm  impulfe  of  a  feeling  heart, 

Her  proud  attempts  no  tamenefs  fliall  difgrace, 

Nor  fhall  they  wear  a  copy’s  fervile  face; 

But  free-born  genius  fliall  attend  their  ftate, 

And  all  fliall  fliitie,  original,  and  great.  — — 

As  the  fine  painter,  who  with  choice  defign 
Attempts  to  image  fome  rare  fcene  of  mine. 

His  glowing  colours  blends,  with  niceft  art, 

And  gives  becoming  force  to  every  part ; 

Here  graceful  throws  his  fhade,  and  there  his  light, 

And  makes  the  darker  tints  fet  off  the  bright ; 

When  faithful,  warm,  and  great  the  whole  he  fees, 

Precifion  join’d  to  fire,  ana  force  to  eafe, 

Adds  numberlefs  foft  touches  at  the  laft, 

The  rareft  efforts  of  his  fkill  and  tafte  ! 

To  throw  a  finifh’d  luftre  o’er  the  whole, 

And  make  it  breathe  my  animating  foul ; 

So,  to  the  glories  of  her  high  defign, 

My  Siddons  fliall  thofe  namelcfs  graces  join, 

*  '■  . .  f  Whofe 
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Whofe  lively  touches  fhall  the  whole  compleat, 

And  make  the  finilh’d  fcene  corredtly  great ; 

That  Fi&ion,  feeming  banifh’d  from  the  part. 

Like  Truth  fhall  ftrike  the  well-deluded  heart* 
Thus  {hall  her  beauty,  and  her  powers  combine 
To  raife  thy  merits,  while  they  blazon  mine ; 

At  once  delight,  and  mend  a  wond’ring  age, 

Affert  the  injur’d  honours  of  the  flage  ; 

With  added  glory,  ail  the  rights  reftore, 

And  fuffer  farce  to  fway  the  town  no  more* 
Surpaffing  Cibber,  in  each  tender  fcene, 

And  moving  more  than  Pritchard’s  felf  the  queen  ; 
With  Oldfield’s  comic  powers,  and  witching  face, 
And  fprightly  Abington’s  inchanting  grace, 

Her  varied  excellence,  alike  fhall  twine, 

Thalia’s  laurels  round  her  head  with  thine  ; 

Not  even  to  Garrick’s  fhall  her  genius  bow. 

But  flruggle  for  the  honors  on  his  brow  r——* 

While  ftill  the  real  virtues  of  her  heart 
Shall  throw  their  light  o’er  each  fictitious  part. 

With  lafting  lufire  fparkle  round  her  name, 

And  crown  with  heavenly  glory,  earthly  fame*”—— 


[•99] 


The  DRUM, 

[From  Mr,  Scott’s  Poetical  Works,] 

I  HATE  that  drum’s  difcordant  found, 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round  : 

To  thoughtlefs  youth  it  pleafure  yields, 

And  lures  from  cities  and  from  fields, 

To  fell  their  liberty  for  charms 
Of  tawdry  lace,  and  glittering  arms  ; 

And  when  Ambition’s  voice  commands, 

To  march,  and  fight,  and  fall,  in  foreign  lands, 

I  hate  that  drum’s  difcordant  found. 

Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round  : 

To  me  it  talks  of  ravag’d  plains, 

And  burning  towns,  and  ruin’d  fvvains, 

And  mangled  limbs,  and  dying  groans, 

And  widows  tears,  and  orphans  moans  $ 

And  all  that  Mifery’s  hand  bellows, 

To  fill  the  catalogue  of  human  woes* 
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The  MUSE;  or,  Poetical  Enthusiasm* 

[From  the  Fame  Work.]  ' 

rpHE  Mufe  !  whatever  the  Mufe  infpires. 

My  foul  the  tuneful  flrain  admires  ; 

The  poet’s  birth,  1  afk  not  where, 

His  place,  his  name,  they’re  not  my  care  ; 

Nor  Greece  nor  Rome  delights  me  more 
Than  Tagus’  bank,  or  Thames’s  fhore  : 

From  Fiver  Avon’s  flowery  fide 

Though  Shakfpeare’s  numbers  fweetly  glides 

As  fweet,  from  Morven’s  defart  hills, 

My  ear  the  voice  of  Qffian  fills. 

1 

The  Mufe  !  whatever  the  Mufe  infpires, 

My  foul  the  tuneful  flrain  admires : 

Nor  bigot  zeal,  nor  party  rage 
Prevail,  to  make  me  blame  the  page  ; 

I  fcorn  not  all  that  Dryden  fings 
Becaufe  he  flatters  courts  and  kings  ; 

And  from  the  mailer  lyre  of  Gray 
When  pomp  of  mufic  breaks  away. 

Not  lefs  the  found  my  notice  draws, 

For  that  ’tis  heard  in  Freedom’s caufe* 

The  Mufe  !  whate’er  the  Mufe  infpires. 

My  foul  the  tuneful  flrain  admires : 

Where  Wealths  bright  fun  propitious  iliines, 

No  added  luflre  marks  the  lines  ; 

Where  Want  extends  her  chilling  fhades, 

No  pleafing  flower  of  Fancy  fades; 

A  fcribbling  peer’s  applauded  lays 
Might  claim,  but  claim  in  vain,  my  praife 
From  that  poor  youth  whofe  tales  relate 
Sad  Juga’s  fears  and  Bawdin’s  fate. 

The  Mufe  !  whafe’er  the  Mufe  infpires. 

My  foul  the  tuneful  flrain  admires  : 

When  Fame  her  wreath  well-earn’d  beflows. 

My  breafl  no  latent  envy  knows ; 

My  Langhorne’s  verfe  I  lov’d  to  hear, 

And  Beattie’s  fong  delights  jnv  ear  ; 

And  his,  whom  Athens’  Tragic  Maid 
Now  leads  through  Scarning’s  lonely  glade, 

While  he  for  British  mmphs  bids  flow 
Her  notes  of  terror  and  of  woe. 
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The  Mufe !  whate’er  the  Mufe  infpires. 

My  foul  the  tuneful  ftrain  admires : 

Or  be  the  verfe  or  blank  or  rhyme, 

The  theme  or  humble  or  fublime  ; 

If  Pafloral’s  hand  my  journey  leads 
Through  harveft  fields,  or  new-mown  meads; 

If  Epic’s  voice  fonorous  calls 
To  (Eta’s  cliffs  or  Salem’s  walls ; 

Enough — the  Mufe,  the  Mufe  infpires  ! 

My  foul  the  tuneful  drain  admires. 

STANZAS,  written  at  Med  hurst  in  Suflex,  on  the  Author’s 
Return  from  Chichester,  where  he  had  attempted  in  vain  to  find  the 
Burial  Place  of  Collins. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

TO  view  the  beauties  of  my  native  land, 

O’  er  many  a  pleafing  didant  fcene  I  rove  ; 

Now  climb  the  rock,  or  wander  on  the  ffrand, 

Or  trace  the  rill,  or  penetrate  the  grove. 

From  Baia’s  hills,  from  Portfea’s  fp reading  wave., 

To  fair  Ciceftria’s  lonely  walls  I.  flray  ; 

To  her  fam’d  Poet’s  venerated  grave, 

Anxious  my  tribute  of  refpedl:  to  pay. 

O’er  the  dim  pavement  of  the  foleinn  fane, 

*Midd  the  rude  Hones  that  crown  the  adjoining  (pace. 

The  facred  fpot  I  feek,  but  feek  in  vain  ; 

In  vain  I  afk — for  none  can  point  the  place. 

"What  boots  the  eye  whofe  quick  obfervant  glance 
Marks  every  nobler,  every  fairer  form  ? 

What  the  flail’d  ear  that  lound’s  fweet  charms  intrance, 

And  the  fond  bread  with  generous  paflion  warm  ? 

What  boots  the  power  each  image  to  pourtray. 

The  power  with  force  each  feeling  to  exprefs  ? 

How  vain  the  hope  that  thro’  life’s  little  day. 

The  foul  with  thought  of  future  fame  can  blefs  ? 

WTile  Folly  frequent  boaffs  the  infculptur’d  tomb. 

By  Flattery’s 'pen  infcrib’d  with  purchas’d  praife; 

While  ruftic  labour’s  undiftinguifhM  doom 
Fond  Friendfhip’s  hand  records  in  humble  phrafe  ; 

Of  Genius  oft  and  Learning  worfe  the  lot; 

For  them  no  care,  to  them  no  honour  fhown  ; 

Alive  neglected,  and  when  dead  forgot,' 

Even  Collins  (lumbers  in  a  grave  unknown, 

I  Flow, 
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Flow,  Lavant,  flow  !  along  thy  fedgy  fhore 
Bear  the  fraught  vefiel from  the  neighbouring  main! 

Enrich  thy  fons  !-— but  on  thy  banks  no  more 
May  lofty  poet  breathe  his  tuneful  drain  1 

EXTRACT  from  EDWIN  and  ELTRUDA,  a  Legendary  Poem, 
By  Mifs  HELEN  WILLIAMS. 

WAS  eafy  in  her  looks  to  trace 
-®-  An  emblem  of  her  mind  : 

There  dwelt  each  mild  attractive  grace, 

Each  gentle  grace  combin’d. 

Soft  as  the  dews  of  morn  arife. 

And  on  the  pale  flower  gleam. 

So  foft,  1  o  fweet  her  melting  eyes 
With  love  and  pity  beam. 

As  far  retir’d  the  lonely  flower 
Smiles  in  the  defart  vale. 

And  blows  it’s  balmy  fweets  to  pour 
Upon  the  flying  gale  ; 

So  liv’d  in  folitude  unfeen 
This  lovely,  peerlefs  maid  ; 

So  fweetly  grac’d  the  vernal  fcene, 

And  bloffom’d  in  the  fliade. 

Yet  love  could  pierce  the  lone  recefs, 

For  there  he  loves  to  dwell ; 

He  fcorns  the  noify  croud  to  bleA, 

And  feeks  the  lowly  cell. 

There  only  his  refidlefs  dart 
In  all  its  power  is  known  ; 

His  empire  fvvays  each  willing  heart ; 

They  live  to  love  alone. 

Edwin,  of  every  grace  polled, 

Fil'd  taught  her  heart  to  prove 

That  gentled  paflion  of  the  bread, 

To  teel  the  power  of  love. 

Tho’  few  the  padures  he  pofied, 

Tho’  fcanty  was  his  flore, 

Tho’  wealth  ne’er  fwell’d  his  hoarded  ched, 

Edwin  could  boad  of  more  ! 

Edwin  could  bead  the  liberal  mind, 

The  gen’rous  ample  heart ; 

And  every  virtue  heav’n  inclin’d 
To  bounty,  can  impart. 
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The  maxims  of  this  fervile  age. 

The  mean,  the  felfiili  care, 

The  lordid  views  that  now  engage 
The  mercenary  pair, 

Whom  riches  can  unite  or  part, 

To  them  was  all  unknown  ; 

For  then  the  fympathetic  heart 
Was  link’d  by  love  alone* 

They  little  knew  that  wealth  had  power 
To  make  the  confhmt  rove  ; 

They  little  knew  the  fplendid  dower 
Could  add  a  blifs  to  love. 

They  little  knew  the  human  bread: 

Could  pant  for  fordid  ore ; 

Or,  of  a  faithful  heart  polled, 

Could  ever  with  for  more. 

And  tho’  her  peerlefs  beauty  warms 
His  heart  to  love  inclin’d'; 

Not  lefs  he  felt  the  lading  charms, 

The  beauties  of  her  mind. 

Not  lefs  his  gentle  foul  approv’d 
The  virtues  glowing  there  ; 

For  furely  Virtue  to  be  lov’d 
Needs  only  to  appear. 

The  fweets  of  dear  domedic  blifs 
Each  circling  hour  beguil’d  j 

And  meek-ey’d  Hope,  and  inward  Peace 
On  the  lone  manlion  fmil’d. 

Oft  o’er  the  daify-fprinkled  mead, 

They  wander’d  far  away, 

Some  lambkin  to  the  fold  to  lead, 

That  haply  chanc’d  to  flrav. 

Her  heart,  where  pity  lov’d  to  dwell, 

With  fadnefs  oft  was  wrung  ; 

For  the  bruis’d  infeCt  as  it  tell, 

Her  loft  tear  trembling  hung. 

As  roving  o’er  the  flow’ry  wade, 

A  figh  would  heave  her  bread 

The  while  her  gentle  hand  replac’d 
The  linnet’s  falling  ned. 

Then  would  Ihe  feek  the  vernal  bow’r. 

And  hade  with  tender  care 

To  nurfe  fome  pale  delining  flow’r, 

'  Some  op’ning  bloffom  rear. 
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And  oft  with  eager  heps  fhe  flies 
To  chear  the  lonely  cot, 

Where  the  poor  widow  pours  her  flghs. 

And  wails  her  haplefs  lot. 

Their  weeping  mother’s  trembling  knees 
Her  lifping  infants  clalp  ; 

Their  meek  imploring  look  fhe  fees. 

She  feels  their  tender  grafp. 

Wild  throbs  her  aching  bofom  fwell ! 

They  mark  the  burking  flgh — 

(Nature  has  form’d  the  foul  to  feel) 

They  weep,  unknowing  why. — 

Her  hands  the  lib’ral  boon  impart, 

And  much  her  tear  avails 
To  footh  the  mourner’s  burking  heart. 
Where  feeble  utterance  fails. 

On  the  pale  cheek  where  hung  the  tear 
Of  agonizing  woe. 

She  bids  the  gufh  of  joy  rife  there, 

The  tear  of  rapture  flow. 

If  greater  plenty  to  impart 

She  e’er  would  heav’n  implore, 

*Xwas  only  that  her  ample  heart 
Still  panted  to  do  more. 

Thus  foft  the  gliding  moments  flew, 

(Tho*  love  would  court  their  kay) 
While  fome  new  virtue  rofe  to  view, 

And  mark’d  each  fleeting  day. 

Peace,  long  condemn’d  the  world  to  roam, 
.Like  the  poor  wand’ring  dove, 

Here  foftly-refting  found  a  home, 

And  wifh’d  no  more  to  rove. 

The  youthful  poet’s  Toothing  dream 
Of  youthful  ages  pak, 

The  Mufes’  fond  ideal  theme 
Was  realiz’d  at  lalh” 
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Of  the  Year  1782, 


IN  mentioning  the  divinity  of  the 
prefent  year,  the  firft  place,  in 
point  of  bulk,  and  the  author’s  rank, 
is  due  to  “  The  Works  of  the  Right 
Reverend  Thomas  Newton,  D.  D. 
Jate  Lord  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  and  Dean 
of  St.  Paul’s,  London.”  This  pub¬ 
lication,  which  was  printed  under 
the  good  prelate’s  own  infpeCHon, 
not  long  before  his  deceafe,  confiils 
of  three  large  and  fplendid  quarto 
volumes.  The  firfi  volume,  betides 
the  life  of  the  author,  written  by 
himfelf,  and  an  appendix,  in  three 
numbers,  relative  to  the  diffenters 
bill,  toleration,  and  certain  political 
queitions,  includes  in  it  the  whole  of 
his  celebrated  Differtations  on  the 
Prophecies,  which  have  gone  through 
various  editions.  The  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  contains  thirty  new  Differta- 
tions,  nine  Sermons,  moil  if  not  all 
of  them  formerly  publifhed,  and  five 
Charges  to  the  clergy  of  the  diocefe 
of  Briltol.  The  third  volume  con- 
fifls  of  fixty  Differtations,  none  of 
which  we  recolleCt  ever  to  have  feen 
before,  excepting  that  upon  the  de¬ 
moniacs  of  the  New  Teflament, 
which  was  printed  feparately,  with¬ 
out  the  bifhop’s  name,  loon  after 
the  appearance  of  Mr.  Farmer’s 
learned  enquiry  into  that  fubjedl. 
-With  regard  to  the  general  charac¬ 
ter  of  Dr°.  Newton’s  writings,  it  may 


be  obferved,  that  they  do  not  fiand 
diflinguifhed  by  any  great  degree  of 
original  merit*  Our  prelate’s  chief 
excellence  lay  in  collecting  and 
abridging  what  had  been  faid  by 
others,  and  in  expreffing  it  with  per- 
fpicuity.  Fie  had  no  remarkable 
fagacity  of  his  own,  none  of  that 
peculiar  penetration  which  can  num¬ 
ber  him  with  the  eminent  critics,  or 
raife  him  to  a  high  rank  in  the  theo¬ 
logical  world.  His  works,  how¬ 
ever,  may,  for  the  moll  part,  be  read 
with  advantage ;  and  his  Di  fie  ra¬ 
tions  on  the  Prophecies  have  done 
confiderable  fervice  to  the  caufe  of 
revelation.  It  is  with  concern  that 
We  have  feen,  in  iome  of  the  pieces 
now  publifhed,  very  flrong  marks  of 
a  narrow,  illiberal,  and  prejudiced 
mind.  What  the  bifhop  hath  ad¬ 
vanced  concerning  the  diffenters,  the 
doCtrine  of  toleration,  and  the  poli¬ 
tical  difputes  of  the  times,  clearly 
evinces  that  he  did  not  thoroughly 
underhand  the  nature  of  liberty, 
civil  or  religious.  In  one  of  his 
Charges,  he  hath  gone  out  of  his 
way  to  make  fome  reflections  on  the 
upright  Mr.  Lindfey.  What  ren» 
ders  Dr.  Newton’s  feverity  againfl  a 
defeCt  in  orthodoxy  the  more  excep¬ 
tionable  is,  that  he  himfelf  is  not 
entirely  orthodox.  Of  this  feveral 
inflanccs  might  be  produced ;  but 
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we  fhall  only  mention  his  Diflertation 
on  the  final  State  of  Mankind  ;  in 
which  he  maintains  the  hypotheus 
of  an  universal  reditution.  The 
benevolent  fentiments  of  the  bifhop, 
concerning  the  falvation  of  the  whole 
human  race,  we  fincerely  applaud  ; 
but  furely  he  ought  to  have  been 
more  candid  to  others,  when,  in  his 
own  perfon,  he  aflumed  the  liberty 
of  departing  fo  greatly  from  the 
eftablifhed  flandards  of  faith. 

It  is  with  pieafure  that  we  turn  our 
attention  to  another  prelate,  of  whofe 
writings  we  have  a  high  opinion. 
We  mean  Dr.  Newcome,  bifliop  of 
Waterford,  in  Ireland,  who  hath  fa¬ 
voured  the  world  with  “  Obferva- 
tions  on  our  Lord’s  Conduct  as  a 
Divine  Inftrudtbr,  and  on  the  Excel¬ 
lence  of  his  Moral  Character,”  in 
one  volume,  quarto.  For  this  talk 
the  bifhop  was  admirably  qualified 
by  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  particularly  by  the  learned 
pains  he  hath  lately  taken  to  fettle 
the  harmony  of  the  evangelifts.  It 
is  doing  no  more  than  juftice  to  Dr. 
Newcome  to  fay,  that  the  fubject 
he  hath  undertaken  is  treated  by  him 
with  equal  wifdom  and  piety.  He 
enters  into  the  fpirit  of  our  Saviour’s 
character,  and  is  himfelf  animated 
with  no  fmall  portion  of  the  fame 
fpirit.  His  views  of  things  are  juft 
and  liberal,  and  he  is  above  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  narrownefs  of  fyftem. 
His  difplay  of  the  predictions  con¬ 
cerning  the  definition  of  Jerufa* 
lem,  and  their  exat  accomplifhment, 
is  particularly  ftriking.  W e  rejoice 
to  find  that  our  excellent  prelate  in¬ 
tends  to  write  a  commentary  on  the 
minor  prophets,  in  the  manner  of 
LoWth’s  Ifaiah.  A  learned  gentle¬ 
man  of  Oxford  is  engaged  in  pre¬ 
paring  a  limilar  commentary  on  Je¬ 
remiah.  Thus,  by  degrees,  a  great 
defideratum  in  biblical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  literature  is  likely  to  be  accom- 
plifhed. 
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The  knowledge  of  the  facred  writ* 
ings  hath  received  a  farther  improve¬ 
ment,  in  the  late  edition,  being  the 
third,  of  Mr.  Bowyer’s  a  Critical 
Conjectures  and  Obfervations  ori 
the  New  Teftament.”  In  this  edi¬ 
tion,  which  is  now  enlarged  to  a 
handfome  quarto  volume,  there  are 
various  additional  remarks  not  only, 
by  Mr.  Bowyer,  but  by  a  number  of 
learned  gentlemen.  What  was  fuit- 
able  to  the  plan  has  been  tranfcribed 
from  the  margin  of  Mr.  Mainland’s 
Greek  Teftament,  and  there  are  con- 
fiderable  communications  by  the  pre- 
fent  bifliop  of  Salifbury  (Dr,  Bar¬ 
rington)  the  celebrated  Michaelis, 
the  reverend  Mr.  Wefton,  of  Exeter 
college,  Oxford,  and  the  reverend 
Mr,  Goffet.  Others  have  contri¬ 
buted,  though  in  a  fmaller  degree, 
to  enlarge  the  collection.  Amidft 
fuch  a  multitude  of  obfervations, 
notes,  and  conjectures,  fome  trifling 
ones  mull  unavoidably  have  been 
admitted ;  but  there  are  many  of 
them  which  are  acute  and  valuable; 
and  which  give  to  the  publication 
before  us  the  juft  praife  of  its  being 
an  excellent  and  ufeful  work. 

It  is  a  very  important  piece  of 
fcriptural  criticifm  that  hath  been 
executed  by  the  late  Dr.  Randolph® 
We  refer  to  his  tract,  entitled, 
u  The  Prophecies  and  other  Texts 
cited  in  the  New  Teftament,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Hebrew  original,  and 
the  Septuagint  Verfion.”  The  ac¬ 
curacy  and  diligence  with  which 
this  matter  is  here  inveftigated,  is 
worthy  of  the  higheft  commenda¬ 
tion,  as  hence  peculiar  light  has 
been  thrown  on  a  fubject  that  hath 
always  been  attended  with  uncom¬ 
mon  difficulty.  Perhaps  more  honour 
will  accrue  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Randolph  from  this  production,  than 

from  all  his  former  writings. 

•  ^ 

Though  Dr.  Kennicott  hath  com¬ 
pleted  his  grand  work,  of  the  edi¬ 
tion 
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tion  and  collations  of  the  Hebrew 
Bible,  with  fo  much  reputation  to 
himfelf,  and  fo  much  credit  to  his 
country,  he  hath  not  efcaped  cen- 
fttre,  efpecially  from  fome  German 
critics.  But  he  hath  ably  vindicated 
himfelf  againft  their  attacks,  in  his 
<4  Editionis  Veteris  Tell  amen  ti  He¬ 
braic!  cum  variis  Ledionibus  brevis 
Defenfio,  contra  Ephemeridum 
GoettingenfiuinCri m ina tiones.’  ’  W e 
have  been  much  plea  fed  with  the 
effedual  manner  in  which  the  learn¬ 
ed  editor  has  anfwered  the  objections 
urged  againfl  him,  and  with  obferv- 
ing  to  how  fmall  a  number  indeed 
he  has  reduced  the  errors  charged 
upon  his  work*  That  Mr.  Bruns, 
who  was  many  years  an  adidant  to 
Dr.  Kennicott  in  his  undertaking, 
fhould  now  become  one  of  his  anta- 
gonids,  refleds  no  honour  upon  the 
former  gentleman.  If  it  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  offer  a  conjedure  with 
refped  to  the  motives  of  his  con- 
dud,  we  fhould  fuppofe  that  he  hath 
been  influenced  partly  by  diffatis- 
fadion  at  not  being  provided  for  in 
England,  and  partly  by  a  defire  of 
obtaining  favour  with  his  own  coun¬ 
trymen.  With  regard  to  his  obtain- 
ing  a  permanent  fettleinent  in  this 
kingdom,  no  fuch  thing  was  pro¬ 
bably  in  Dr.  Kennicott’s  power ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  he  honourably 
rewarded  Mr.  Bruns  for  the  fervices 
he  performed.  It  would  not,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  a mifs,  if  the  bifhops 
and  dignitaries  of  the  church  had 
exerted  their  filtered,  to  procure 
fome  effablifhinent  for  a  man  who 
had  been  fo  largely  concerned  in 
the  great  collation. 

Mr.  Wakefield  continues  his  cri¬ 
tical  and  theological  enquiries  with 
the  fame  bold  fpirit,  and  we  wifh  it 
could  not  be  added,  with  the  fame 
petulance  and  conceit.  In  his  u  Plain 
and  Short  Account  of  the  Nature  of 
Baptifm,  according  to  the  New  Tes¬ 


tament,  ”  he  contends,  that  this  rite, 
at  whatever  age,  and  in  whatever 
form  adminiftered,  is  now,  and  al¬ 
ways  was  unnecefiary  and  improper 
to  be  pradifed  on  the  offspring  of 
Chriflian  parents.  Though  we  do 
not  coincide  in  opinion  with  the 
author,  we  think  him  fully  ju {lifted 
in  dating  and  defending  his  fenti- 
ments  upon  the  fubjedf.  But  why 
cannot  this  be  done  with  moderation 
and  candour?  Mr.  Wakefield’s  learn¬ 
ing,  of  which  we  doubt  not  he  is  dif¬ 
fidently  proud,  would  not  appear  to 
lefs  advantage,  if  it  were  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  manners  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  a  little  more  of  the  hu¬ 
mility  of  the  Chriftian. 

The  fame  dridures  mud  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  a  larger  and  more  impor¬ 
tant  work  of  this  author,  his  “  New 
Tranilation  of  the  Gofpel  of  St. 
Matthew  ;  with  Notes  critical,  phi¬ 
lological,  and  explanatory.”  We 
are  not  infenfible  of  the  literature 
difplayed  in  it,  and  that  fome  of  the 
remarks  may  be  deferving  of  atten¬ 
tion.  But  till  Mr.  Wakefield  dis¬ 
covers  a  better  temper,  we  mull 
fpeak  of  him  in  terms  of  difapproba- 
tion. 

With  a  different  temper  hath. 
Mr.  Simpfon  conduced  his  6i  Effay 
to  fliew  that  Chridianity  is  bed  con¬ 
veyed  in  the  hidoric  Form.”  This 
is  an  important  fubjed,  which  was 
well  deferving  of  illudration  ;  and 
the  writer  hath  difeuded  it  in  fuch 
a  way  as  is  honourable  to  himfelf, 
and  ferviceable  to  our  holy  religion. 
It  is  certain,  that  the  hidoric  form  of 
communicating  the  dodrines,  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  laws  of  Chridianity,  is 
bed  adapted  to  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
mod  driking  in  itfelf,  and  mod  uni- 
verfally  ufeful.  Mr.  Simpfon,  we 
are  informed,  is  a  young  difienting 
clergyman,  of  ample  fortune,  who 
has  not,  at  prefent,  the  care  of  a 
congregation.  We  are  glad  to  find 
°  that 
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that  he  does  not  fuffer  his  powers  to 
lie  torpid,  but  employs  them  in  fo 
wife  and  worthy  a  manner* 

Dr.  Willan’s  “  Hiftory  of  the 
Minidry  of  Jefus  Chrift,  combined 
from  the  narrative  of  the  Four 
Evangelifts,”  is  a  laudable  attempt 
to  afiift  plain  and  unlearned  readers 
in  the  perufal  of  the  Gofpels.  For 
this  purpofe  the  fadts  are  methodi¬ 
cally  arranged,  and  the  events  and 
dodtrines,  with  all  their  circu al¬ 
liances,  are  related  in  the  very  words 
of  the  facred  writers.  The  whole, 
we  are  told,  (for  the  book  has  not  yet 
come  into  our  hands)  is  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  anfwer  the  pious  ends  in¬ 
tended  by  the  author. 

Mr.  Qftervald,  who  is  well  known 
to  have  been  an  eminent  and  excel¬ 
lent  divine  at  Neufchatel,  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  left  behind  him  a  treatife, 
publi fhed  after  his  deceafe,  entitled, 
*4  Lectures  on  the  Exercife  of  the 
facred  Miniftry.”  Thefe  are  now, 
for  the  Frit  time,  tranllated  into 
Englifh  ;  and  the  tranflator,  the  re¬ 
verend  Thomas  Stevens,  M.  A.  hath 
accompanied  them  with  Notes,  and 
a  Preface  of  confiderable  length. 
The  utility  of  the  work  cannot  be 
queftioned  ;  and  if  we  cannot,  in 
every  refpedf,  agree  with  }Mr.  Ste¬ 
vens,  we  do  nor,  on  that  account,  en¬ 
tertain  the  lefs  efteem  of  his  pious 
intentions. 

To  the  61  Difquifitions  on  feveral 
Subjects,”  afcribed  to  Soame  Jenyns, 
efq.  and  which  have  met  with  fo 
much  acceptance  and  applaufe,  what 
can  we  fay  ?  A  juft  and  large  tri- 
burp  of  commendation  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  to  the  vivacity  and  elegance 
’with  which  they  are  written.  In 
the  Eflay  on  Cruelty  to  Brutes, 
there  are  feveral  humane  and  excel¬ 
lent  obfervations,  mixed  with  others 
that  are  fomewhat  exceptionable. 
The  Difquifition  on  the  Chain  of 
Being,  and  that  on  the  Analogy  be- 
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tween  Things  material  and  intellect 
tual,  contain  a  variety  of  ingenious 
and  pleafing  remarks.  There  are* 
likewife,  a  few  incidental  paflages  in 
the  other  difquifnions,  that  may  be 
entitled  to  approbation.  But  farther 
than  this  our  praife  cannot  poftibly 
be  carried  :  for  we  are  obliged,  how¬ 
ever  unwilling,  to  pronounce,  that 
all  the  reft  is  error  and  abfurdity. 
The  author  with  the  utmoft  arro¬ 
gance,  determines  upon  queftions 
both  in  metaphyfics  and  theology, 
to  which  he  is  altogether  unequal* 
In  divinity  his  ignorance  is  extreme, 
and  he  decides  upon  dodtrines  with¬ 
out  any  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures.  Works  of  this  kind  may 
excite  a  temporary  admiration  :  but 
no  fprightlinefs  of  fentiment,  or 
beauty  of  language.ean  prevent  them, 
from  linking  quickly  into  oblivion. 
The  writer  of  “  Thoughts  on  a 
pre-exiftent  State,”  hath  fully  re¬ 
futed  what  Mr.  Jenyns  hrs  advanced 
on  that  fubjedt.  The  u  Candid 
Suggeftions,  in  Eight  Letters,  to 
Soame  Jenyns,  Efq.”  by  Mr.  B.N. 
Turner,  do  not  equally  meet  with 
our  approbation. 

In  fpeaking  of  fanciful  theology, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention,  that 
Jacob  Behmen  hath  Dill  fueh  a  num¬ 
ber  of  followers  in  this  country,  as 
to  encourage  a  tranflation  of  his 
works.  A  fourth  volume  of  the 
tranflation  has  appeared  during  the 
prefent  year,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  it  will  afford  fatis- 
fadtion  to  thole  who  relifli  the  writ¬ 
ings,  and  think  they  can  develop? 
the  dodtrines  of  that  famous  myftic. 
This  edition  of  Behmen  was  begun 
by  the  late  pious  and  ingenious  Mr, 
William  Law,  and  is  now  carried  on 
by  one  of  his  particular  friends. 

The  admirers  of  Mr.  James  ITer- 
vey  have  had  a  frefh  gratification, 
in  the  publication  of  his  44  Letters  to 
Lady  Frances  Shirley,”  We  venerate 
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the  piety  of  the  author,  and  cannot 
always  deny  him  the  praife  of  inge¬ 
nuity.  But  fober  judgment  will 
difapprove  of  his  theological  fenti- 
ments,  and  true  tade  will  diflilce  his 
florid  and  fanciful  mode  of  compo- 
fuion. 

Mr.  Madan,  if  we  may  venture 
to  mention  his  name  after  his  recent 
attack  upon  Dr.  Rees,  hath  again 
refumed  his  favourite  fubjefl,  in 
**  Letters  on  ThelyphtboraP’  Not- 
withdanding  the  contempt  with 
which  he  affefts  to  treat  his  antago- 
nifls,  it  is  evident,  that  he  ftrongly 
feels  the  force  of  their  animadver- 
fions.  We  pretend  not  to  any  great 
fpirit  of  prophecy  in  foretelling,  that 
the  author  of  Thelyphthora,  in  fpite 
of  all  his  endeavours  to  the  contrary, 
will  only  excite  indignation  or  con¬ 
tempt  at  prefent,  and  in  a  fliort  ipace 
of  time  link  into  oblivion, 

Grotius’s  “  Treatife  on  the  Truth 
of  the  Chriitian  Religion,’5  is  a  book 
concerning  the  character  and  merit 
of  which  no  man  of  literature  can 
be  ignorant.  But  though  it  is  fo 
well  known,  and  hath  long  been 
trandated  into  mod  languages,  and 
particularly  into  Engiilh,  dill  there 
are  multitudes  who  have  not  read 
it,  and  it  is  definable  to  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  mankind,  again  and  again, 
to  fo  valuable  a  work.  This,  Spen¬ 
cer  Madan,  efq.  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  has  endeavoured  to  do, 
by  a  new  and  familiar  verlion  of  it, 
difengagedj'as  much  as  poilible,  from 
all  notes,  quotations,  and  references 
whatfoever*;  admitting  fuch  only  as 
appear  to  be  edentially  conducive  to 
the-fenfe,  or  immediately  connected 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  original.  Mr. 
Spencer  Madan  hath  executed  his 
delign  with  ability,  and  in  fo  doing, 
has  performed  an  important  iervice 
to  the  caufe  of  revelation. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple,  lord  tie 
Hailes,  who  is  always  fo  wifely  and 
2782, 


well  employed  in  antiquarian,  hifta* 
rical,  or  religious  enquiries,  and  who 
hath  heretofore  given  valuable  fpeci- 
mens  of  his  attention  to  C  brilliant 
antiquities,  hath,  in  the  farther  pur- 
fuit  of  the  fame  ifudy,  tranflated  the 
dialogue  of  Mmucius  Felix,  entitled 
“  Octavius,”  and  enriched  it  with 
notes.  When  we  fay  that  his  ver- 
fion  is  accurate,  and  his  remarks 
learned,  critical,  and  generally  judi¬ 
cious,  we  fay  no  more  than  what 
will  readily  be  affented  to  by  thofe 
who  know  the  character  of  the  writ¬ 
er,  and  are  acquainted  with  his 
works. 

The  fame  gentleman  hath  like- 
wife  tranllated  La&antius’s  “Treatife 
on  the  Deaths  of  the  Perfecutorsf  * 
This  tranhation,  and  the  notes  with 
which  it  is  accompanied,  have  a 
full  claim  to  the  praife  that  belongs 
to  the  Odtavius.  In  both  publica¬ 
tions  are  various  obfervations  on 
Mr.  Gibbon’s  HiHory  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire* 
We  have  fome  doubt  whether  Lac- 
tantius’s  work  deferved  the  labour 
which  hath  been  bellowed  upon  it 
by  fir  David  Dalrvmple,  It  con¬ 
tains,  indeed,  fome  hiftorical  tranfac- 
tions  ;  but,  independently  of  that  c:r- 
cumftance,  it  can  only  be  conlidered 
as  an  idle  and  fuperfutious  declama¬ 
tion.  La&antius’s  reafonings,  if  he 
can  be  faid  to  have  any,  are  weak, 
and  his  faffs  injudicioufly  Fated* 
When  we  have  allowed  him  the 
commendation  which  is  due  to  his 
latinity  and  his  eloquence,  little 
more,  at  lead  with  regard  to  this 
tract,  can  be  faid  in  his  favour. 

Mrs.  Trimmer’s  “  Sacred  Hif- 
tory,  feleffed  from  the  Scriptures, 
with  Annotations  and  Refiedfions, 
luitcd  to  the  Comprehenfion  ot 
Young  Minds,”  is  a  laudable  under- 
taking,  and  will  be  found  very  fer- 
viceable  in  the  plan  of  a  pious  and 
virtuous  education.  The  manner  fo 
(j  which. 
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which  the  firfl  volume  is  conduced 
Induces  a  pleafing  expectation  with 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  re¬ 
maining  parts.  This  lady,  we  be¬ 
lieve.,  is  carrying  on  her  excellent 
defigns  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
queen,  to  whom  the  work  before  us 
is  dedicated. 

Bifhop  Porteus’s  44  Rrief  Confu¬ 
tation  of  the  Errors  of  the  Church  of 
Rome, .  extracted  from  Arehbiihop 
Seeker’s  Five  Sermons .  againft  Po¬ 
pery,  and  published  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Diocefe  of  Chefter,”  is  a  tradl 
of  general  utility ;  and,  therefore, 
deferves  to  be  extenfively  circulated. 
Though  we  abhor  the  fpirit  of  the 
Proteiiant  Affociation,  as  it  hath 
unworthily  been  called,  and  are  im- 
cere  friends  to  univerfal  toleration, 
we  think,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
minds  of  our  people  ought  to  be 
▼well  guarded  againft  the  abfurd, 
Idolatrous,  and  anti-chriftian  tenets 
6f  the  popifti  fyftem.  This  is  a 
debt  which  is  owing  to  the  caufe  of 
truth,  the  interefts  ot  liberty,  and 
the  welfare  of  mankind. 

Two  or  three  years  ftnee,  Mr. 
Sturges  published  44  Confiderations 
on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Church 
Uftablifhment,”  in  which,  with  great 
candour  and  good  fenfe,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  vindicate  it  againft  the 
objections  of  the  diflenters,  and  of 
thofe  who  contend  againft  any  kind 
of  fubfeription  to  articles  of  human 
compofttion  in  religion.  He  hath 
now  received  an  aniwer,  in  a  feries 
of  letters,  addrefied  to  him  by  Mr. 
Toulmin,  a  diffenting  minifter  at 
Taunton,  Somerfetfliire,  known  by 
feveral  publications,  and  efpecially 
by  his  Life  of  Socinus.  Mr.  Toul¬ 
min  writes  with  the  fame  candid 
fpirit  which  was  difplayed  by  Mr. 
Sturges,  and  fupports  his  caufe  with 
'  ability  .and  j  udgment. 

The  fame  principles  of  non-con¬ 
formity  are  advanced  and  maintain¬ 


ed,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
perfpicuity  and  force,  in  a  tradf,  by 
the  late  reverend  Thomas  Mole, -en¬ 
titled,  44  The  Cafe  of  a  Diffent  and 
Separation  from  the  Civil  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  fairly 
ftated.”  Mr.  Mole  was  a  diffenting 
clergyman,  contemporary  with  the 
debtors  Chandler,  Lardner,  and 
Benfon,  in  the  ftridteft  friendfhip 
with  them,  and  of  equal  learning, 
but  from  his  retired  mode  of  living, 
and  the  fmaller  number  of  his  writ¬ 
ings,  not  equally  celebrated.  He 
employed  many  years  in  compofing, 
in  Latin,  a  life  or  the  famous  Lau- 
rentius  Valla,  comprehending  a  hiff 
tory  of  the  revival  of  literature,  and 
the  dawnings  of  the  Reformation. 
The  work  was  completed,  and  was 
fairly  tranferibed  by  the  author  him- 
felf,  fo  as  to  be  quite  ready  for  the 
prefs.  But  fuch  was  the  regard 
which  his  heir  (a  clergyman  too,  if 
we  are  not  much  miftaken)  paid  to 
the  caufe  of  literature,  and  the  me¬ 
mory  of  his  relation,  that,  though 
he  derived  a  large  fortune  from  his 
uncle,  he  permitted  the  manufeript 
to  be  fold  for  a  trifling  fum,  at  an 
auction  of  Mr.  Mole’s  books,  by  a 
broker  in  Threadneedle-ftreet. 

The  Church  of  England  hath  had 
its  vindications  this  year,  as  well  as 
the  Diflenters.  The  writer  of  44  A 
Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Hiftory 
and  Myftery  of  Good  Friday”  has 
treated  Mr.  Robinfon  of  Cambridge, 
and  fome  others  of  his  brethren, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  feve" 
rity.  Thofe  bigoted Nonconformifts, 
who,  in  the  zeal  they  poffefs  for 
their  caufe,  lofe  their  candour  and 
good  manners,  are  certainly  entitled 
to  reprehenfion. 

Dr.  Harwood,  whofe  name  is 
known  to  all  our  theological  readers, 
hath  publifhed  an  44  EfTay  on  Con¬ 
tentment,”  in  which  he  has  made  ufe 
of  arguments  drawn  from  the  Pagan 

writers. 
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Writers,  as  well  as  from  the  form- 
tures.  For  this  he  has  been  cen¬ 
sured  ;  though  it  is  a  fact  that  he 
has  followed  the  example  of  the 
heft  divines  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  laft  century.  The  Gof- 
pel  undoubtedly  affords  the  brongeb 
motives  to  the  pradice  of  every  vir¬ 
tue,  and  the  moll  powerful  fup- 
ports  in  a  feafon  of  dibrefs.  Nevef- 
thelefs,  the  author  had  a  right  to  de¬ 
rive  from  all  Sources  fueh  topics  of 
confolation  as  he  thought  might  be 
Serviceable  to  him  Self  or  his  fellow- 
creatures.  That  he  fhould  be  fo 
affected  by  the  bribtures  paffed  upon 
him  by  certain  refpebtable  critics,  as 
to  appeal  to  the  public  in  repeated 
advertisements,  can  only  be  aferibed 
either  to  the  debilitated  hate  of  his 
body,  arifing  from  a  paralytic  broke, 
or  to  a  delire  of  exciting  compaffion 
to  his  fituation,  which,  we  believe, 
is  Sufficiently  diftrefsful. 

The  lab;  theological  publication 
of  the  year,  and  a  publication  highly 
important,  both  in  regard  to  its  own 
merit  and  the  abilities  and  celebrity 
of  the  author,  was  Dr,  Prieftley’s 

Hi  dory  of  the  Corruptions  of 
Chribianity This  is  one  of  the 
mob  interebing  of  the  Debtor’s  pro¬ 
ductions,  in  which  he  hath  long 
been  engaged,  and  on  which  he 
hath  fpent  uncommon  labour. 
Though  we  do  not  in  every  point 
agree  with  the  ingenious  and  learned 
writer,  we  fhould  be  guilty  of  in- 
'  jubice  to  our  own  fentirnents  and 
feelings,  if  we  did  not  give  our  fin- 
cere  and  ardent  tebimony  to  the 
general  excellence  and  utility  of  the 
work.  Particular  objebts  may  be 
debated,  and  the  exabtnefs  of  an  au¬ 
thority,  a  quotation,  or  a  reference, 
may  here  and  there  be  quebioned  ; 
but  thefe  things  will  derogate  little 
from  the  value  of  the  book  upon  the 
whole  :  for  it  will  be  found  to  con¬ 
tain  a  mob  initrubtive  dilplay  of  the 


progrefs  of  error,  and  to  be  happily 
calculated  for  bringing  men  back  to 
the  truth,  purity,  and  Simplicity  of 
the  Gofpel..  It  hath  excited  fome 
furprize  that  Dr.  Priehley  fhould 
have  neglebted  to  explode  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  eternity  of  hell  tor¬ 
ments.  We  are  well  affured  that  he 
is  not  a  believer  in  that  dobtrine, 
and  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  greateb 
corruptions  of  Chribianity.  It  might 
poffibly  efcape  the  author’s  atten¬ 
tion,  or  he  might  think  that  he  had 
lufficiently  explained  his  fentirnents 
upon  the  fubjebt  in  fome  of  his  other 
writings.  It  is  a  matter,  however, 
which  thould  not  have  been  omitted 
in  the  prefent  publication ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  Shall  hope  to  fee  the  defebt 
Supplied  in  a  future  edition. 

The  Sermons  of  the  year  rife 
Somewhat  in  merit  above  thofe  of 
the  lab*  though  they  do  not  fubairi 
fo  high  a  rank  but  that  we  mav 
hope  to  have  them  exceeded  in  a 
fivbfequent  period.  Dr.  William 
Smith,  dean  of  Cheber,  who  has 
long  been  jubly  celebrated  as  the 
translator  of  Longinus,  Thucydides, 
and  Xenophon’s  Grecian  Hitiory, 
hath  published  u  Nine  Difcdurfes 
on  the  Beatitudes.”  We  do  not 
recollebt  that  he  hath  appeared  in 
the  world  before  in  this  mode  of 
compofition  ;  or  if  he  has  printed 
an  occafional  Sermon  or  two,  we 
have  never  Seen  them.  The  Dif- 
courfes  before  us  will  not  discredit 
the  reputation  which  the  dean  has 
acquired  by  his  other  writings.  Jn 
the  byle,  elegance  is  united  with  fim¬ 
piicity,  and  the  Sentiments  are  cal¬ 
culated  to  make  the  mob  ufeful  im- 
preffions.  By  the  choice  of  his 
fubjebts,  and  by  his  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  them,  the  reverend  and  learned 
author  hath  raifedajub  monument 
to  his  own  worth  andwifdom. 

As  Mr.  Dupre  is  a  young  man, 

O  2  we 
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We  are  not  to  expedl  the  fame  foli- 
dit y  ot  judgment  which  may  be 
looked  tor  in  a  veteran  ;  and  hence 
candor  is  to  be  exercifed,  if,  in  his 
Volume  of  Sermons,  we  find  fome 
defeats  as  well  as  excellencies.  His 
excellencies,  however,  are  fuch  as 
promife  conliderable  things  in  fu¬ 
ture  ;  and  his  defects  will  probably 
be  corredfed  by  the  progrefs  of 
knowledge  and  tafte.  We  could 
have  wifhed  that  he  had  gone  farther 
into  theological  ftudies,  before  he 
had  ventured  to  maintain  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  eternity  or  hell  torments. 
When  he  hath  obtained  a  more  ac¬ 
curate  acquaintance  with  divinity, 
we  trull:  that  he  will  no  longer  up¬ 
hold  a  tenet  which  is  lb  contrary  to 
reafon  and  natural  equity,  and 
which,  we  are  fully  perfuaded,  is 
equally  contrary  to  the  fcriptures 
themfelves,  when  rightly  under¬ 
flood.  As  Mr.  Dupre  has  fo  m ani¬ 
le  fly  the  feeds  ol  eminence  in  him, 
we  are  felicitous  that  he  may  cor¬ 
rect  every  error ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  fuccefs  of  his  Ser¬ 
mons,  in  having  palfed  through  a 
fecond  edition,  will  not  induce  him 
to  think,  “  that  he  hath  already 
attained,  or  is  already  perfedt.” 

On  Dr.  Hutchins’s  “  Ten  Ser¬ 
mons,’  ’  fome  perfons  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  imagine  that  we  are  but 
little  qualified  to  fpeak,  when  it  is 
acknowledged  by  us,  that  we  have 
not  paid  them  much  attention.  If, 
however,  we  may  be  permitted  to 
judge  from  the  fpecimens  we  have 
been  of  them,  they  are  not  of  the 
fort  that  would  be  likely  to  excite 
our  approbation.  Difcourfes,  the 
chief  objedf  of  which  is  to  defend 
all  the  doclrines  of  myfievious  and 
vulgar  orthodoxy,  are  by  no  means 
fluted  toourtafte.  We  derive  pleafu re 
from  fuch  only  as  either  treat  upon 
important  fubjedfs  with  ingenuity, 
liberality,  and  judgment,  or  are 
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plain,  pradfical,  and  edifying.  Why 
could  not  Dr.  Hutchins’s  executors 
fuffer  his  Sermons  to  lie  hidden  in 
their  original  obfeurity  ?  Three  of 
them,  indeed,  had  been  printed  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  it  might  have  been  as  well 
to  let  them  reft  in  the  obiivion  into 
which  they  had  fallen. 

We  expedf  fo  little  from  Mr.  Bamp- 
ton’s  Lecfure,  that  Mr.  Holmes’s 
44  Eight  Sermons”  preached  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  inftitution,  be¬ 
fore  the  Elniverfity  of  Oxford,  have 
agreeably  di [appointed  us.  By  lay¬ 
ing  hold  of  the  heft  nart  of  the  de- 
fign,  he  hath  avoided  thofe  abftrufe 
and  doubtful  queftions  into  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  which  the  generality  of 
the  ledturers  mud  almcft  neceifarily 
be  led.  The  argument  he  hath  pur¬ 
ified  is  drawn  from  the  prophetical 
teftimony  of  John  the  Baptift  to  the 
Gofpel  and  its  author,  and  from  the 
principal  prophecies  of  Chrift  him- 
{elf.  This  is  a  point  of  great  con- 
fequence,  and  the  management  of 
ic  difplays  the  abilities  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  writer. 

Of  Dr.  Gerard’s  charadier  as  a 
preacher,  we  have  formerly  had  cc- 
cafion  to  fpeak  y  nor  will  that  cha- 
radfer  be  lefiened  by  the  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  of  his  “  Sermons,”  publifhed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  The 
judicious  will  find  them  to  be  fully 
entitled  to  the  fame  praife  that  was 
bellowed  on  the  preceding  volume. 
The  three  firft  difcourfes,  on  the 
Progrefs  of  Vice,  have  uncom¬ 
mon  excellence,  and,  if  properly 
attended  to,  could  not  fail  to  be 
produdlive  of  the  higheft  advan¬ 
tages  in  the  condudf  of  life.  That 
on  Sound  Dodlrine  is  replete  with 
curious  and  ufeful  information ; 
and  we  would  ardently  recommend 
it  to  the  ferious  and  impartial  ftudy 
of  thofe  bigoted  divines,  who  are 
continually  making  fuch  a  buftle 
about  their  orthodoxy.  All  the 

Sermons 
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Sermons  are  rational,  practical,  and 
€f  the  moil  ufeful  tendency.  We 
are  glad  that  Dr.  Gerard  has  added 
his  Difcourfe  on  the  Influence  of 
the  Paftoral  Office  upon  the  clerical 
Character,  formerly  printed  in  an- 
fwer  to  an  effiay  of  Mr.  Hume’s. 
As  it  is  a  treatife,  rather  than  a 
term  on,  he  hath  judicioufly  divided 
it  into  four  parts,  for  the  greater 
commodioufnefs  of  perufal. 

Two  Difcourfes,  by  Dr.  Prieflley, 
one  44  On  habitual  Devotion,”  and 
the  other  44  On  the  Duty  of  not 
living  to  ourfelves,”  cannot  be 
paffied  over  without  notice.  Both 
of  them  have  great  merit,  but  the 
flrfl  is  uncommonly  excellent.  Per¬ 
haps  there  never  was  a  more  admir¬ 
able  cornpofition  on  the  fubjed  of 
habitual  devotion.  It  is  full  of 
wifdom,  penetration,  and  goodnefs. 
Much  too  might  be  Paid  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  feconb  Difcourfe, 
in  which  philofophy  and  religion 
are  happily  united. 

The  Angle  Sei  'mens  of  the  year 
have  been  numerous,  and,  did  it 
conflfi  with  our  plan,  many  of  them 
might  deferve  to  be  fpecified.  Mr. 
Paley’s  Difcourfe,  entitled,  4 4  A 
Diftindion  of  Orders  in  the  Church 
defended  upon  Principles  of  public 
Utility,”  mull  be  feleded  from  the 
red,  on  account  of  its  peculiar  in¬ 
genuity,  and  the  Chriftian  and  liberal 
fpririt  by  which  it  is  animated. 
This  Mr.  Paley  is  a  gentleman  whom 
we  conflder  as  riling  to  no  final!  de¬ 
gree  of  eminence ;  and  we  rejoice 
to  hear  that  a  very  important  pub¬ 
lication  may  foon  be  expedited  from 
him.  We  fliould  not  do  juftice  to 
Dr.  Kallifax,  bifliop  of  Gioucefler, 
if  we  did  not  diftinguilh  his  44  Fall 
Sermon55  from  the  others  which  were 
printed  on  that  occafion,  Whillt 
io  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scot¬ 
land  have  been  urged  to  a  bitter  and 
perfficuting  zeal  againft  any  induL 


gence  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  we 
cannot  avoid  giving  our  tefliihony 
of  applaufe  to  Mr.  Fullerton,  for 
his  44  Difcourfe  on  the  Meafures  of 
Toleration,” preached  before  the  fy- 
nod  of  Aberdeen.  The  fame  tefli- 
mony  is  due  to  a  number  of  bis 
brethren,  who  zealouily  concurred 
in  oppoflng  the  efforts  of  bigotry 
and  intolerance. 

Two  Ordination  Services,  among 
the  DilTenters,  have  appeared  in 
1782,  by  men  of  refpedlable  name 
in  that  body.  The  firft  was  at 
Saber’s  Hail,  in  which  Dr.  Kippis 
and  Mr.  Pope,  of  London,  and 
Mr.  Worthington,  fenior,  of  Lei- 
cefler,  were  principally  concerned. 
The  gentlemen  ordained  were  Mr, 
Worthington,  junior,  and  Mr.  la- 
comb.  The  other  was  at  Pudfey 
in  Yorkfkire,  on  occafion  of  the 
fettlement  of  Mr.  Turner,  junior, 
at  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne.  The 
chief  conductors  of  the  bulinefs  of 
the  day  were  Mr,  Plolland,  of  Bol-* 
ton,  Lancafhire  ;  Mr.  Wood,  of 
Leeds;  Mr,  Dawfon,  of  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  Mr,  Turner,  fenior, 

of  Wakefield. 

The  year  1782  hath  given  birth 
to  a  Angular  Atheiftical  production, 
under  the  title  of  44  An  Anfwer  to 
Dr.  Pried  ley’s  Letters  to  a  philofo- 
phical  Unbeliever.”  The  writer 
calls  himf  elf  William  Hammon,  and 
affeds  to  deliver,  not  his  own  fenti- 
rnents  only,  but  to  recite  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  a  friend.  Boldly,  and 
without  any  appearance  of  circum- 
fpeclion,  he  avows  his  being  an 
Atheifl,  and  plumes  himielf  on  the 
freedom  and  courage  with  which  he 
makes  the  avowal.  He  fubferibes 
his  preface  from  a  certain  number 
in  Oxford-ftreet ;  lends  a  letter  ta 
Dr.  Prieflley,  dated,  if  we  recoi¬ 
led  rightly,  from  Liverpool;  re¬ 
quires  an  anfwer  agreeably  to  hia 
q  ^  dueo 
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direction  ;  and  afterwards  complains 
that  no  anfwer  was  returned  him. 
But,  with  all  this  boailed  fortitude, 
his  real  conduct  is  mean  and  cow¬ 
ardly.  Dr,  Prieflley  did  write  to 
him  according  to  his  direction,  but 
no  fuch  per  fen  was  to  be  met  with. 
The  number  in  Oxford-flreet  was 
fent  to,  but  no  William  Hammon 
lodged  or  lived  there,  or  had  ever 
been  heard  of  by  the  people  of  the 
lYo  ufe.  The  whole  was  evidently 
the  trick  of  feme  adventurer,  who 
might  probably  have  no  other  view 
than  to  excite  fuch  an  attention  to 
his  work  as  would  procure  him  a 
fum  of  money.  As  for  his  Anfwer 
to  Dr.  Prieflley,  we'  conhder  it  as 
meriting  very  little  regard.  It  only 
retails  the  arguments  in  fupport  of 
Atheiftical  principles  which  have 
often  been  advanced,  and  which 
have  frequently  and  moil  effectually 
been  refuted. 

Infignificant  as  this  publication 
is,  and  contemptible  as  the  author’s 
conduCl  appears,  Dr,  Prieflley  has 
thought  him  entitled  to  a  Reply,  in 
Additional  Letters  to  a  philofo- 
phical  Unbeliever.”  For  our  part, 
we  think,  that  Mr.  Hammon  had 
no  juft  claim  to  fo  much  diflinc- 
tion  ;  and  that  he  has  been  treated 
by  his  learned  antagonifl  with  a 
refpeCt  which  he  by  no  means 
defervecj.  Of  this,  however,  Dr. 
Prieflley  was  to  judge  for  himfelr ; 
and  fince  he  has  deigned  to  aflume 
the  pen  upon  the"  prefent  occafioii, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  be  forty  for 
his  condefcenfion.  The  DoCtor 
hath  fully  confuted  Mr.  Hammon’s 
reafonings,  and  hath  vindicated  the 
exigence  and  providence  of  God 
with  that  perfpicuity,  force,  and 
judgment  which  he  had  formerly 
difplayed,  and  which  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  fo  ingenious  and  able 
4  writer. 

Lord  Monboddo’s  u  Ancient  Mc~ 
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taphy  fits,”  of  which  the  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  is  now  publifhed,  is  a  work 
that  will  perhaps,  on  various  ac- 
counts,  be  conildered  as  demanding 
particular  notice.  The  defign  of  it 
is  to  revive  the  Ariitotelian  philo- 
fophy ;  and,  if  it  took  efieCt,  would 
in  reality  bring  us  back  to  the  age 
of  the  fchoolmen.  But,  notwith- 
flanding  all  the  zeal  and  labour 
which  the  learned  author  has  fpent 
upon  the  iubjcCt,  we  are  fatisfied 
that  his  icheme  will  be  unfuccefs- 
ful.  In  this  volume  he  treats  of 

the  diftinCHon  between  mind  and 
^  -  *  ' 

body,  and  of  the  properties  of  each  ; 
enumerates  and  defcribes  the  feveral 
kinds  of  mind  ;  explains  the  differ¬ 
ent  minds  which,  he  fays,  exift  in 
man  as  diflinCt  fubftances  ;  defcribes 
the  oripin  of  our  ideas,  and  the  va- 
lious  qualities  of  mind ;  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  direCi  and  formal  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  principles  of  fir  Ifaac 
Newton’s  Ailronomy.  We  allow 
that  Lord  Monboddo  poflelTes  no 
fmall  degree  of  acquaintance  with 
the  Grecian  language  and  literature, 
and  that  when  he  gives  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  fen  timet)  ts  of  the  an¬ 
cient  philofophers,  he  is  deierving 
of  attention.  But  much  farther 
than  this  our  praife  of  him  cannot 
be  extended.  His  bigotry  in  favour 
of  the  ancients  is  abfurd  fo  the  lafl 
degree,  his  contempt  of  the  moderns 
ridiculous,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  treats  fir  Ifaac  Neu  ton,  and  other 
great  name’s  of  later  times,  can  only 
expofe  him  to  derilion  or  indigna¬ 
tion.  As  to  his  own  reafonings, 
and  his  own  hypothefes,  they  are 
wild,  fanciful,  and  vifionary.  We  re- 
fpeCt  Lord  Monboddo  for  the  fecond 
and  third  volumes  of  his  u  Treatife 
on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Lan¬ 
guage,”  and  think,  with  relation  to 
the  third  volume  efpecially,  that  he! 
hath  done  by  it  good  fervice  to  the 
caufe  of  learning.  But  it  is  out  of 
our  power  to  relifh  his  “  Ancient 

Meta*1' 
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Metaphyfics.”  The  work  is  tedious 
and  unpleafant  ;  the  arrogance  of  it 
35  difagreeable  to  us,  and  we  are 
difgufled  with  the  credulity  of  the 
author.  His  iblution  of  dreams  af¬ 
fords  us  no  kind  of  fatisfackion  ; 
and  we  will  venture  to  pronounce, 
that  the  book  will  not  be  much  read 
at  prefent,  and  as  little  regarded  by 
pofterity.  We  are  not  infenfible, 
at  the  lame  time,  that  there  is  a 
tendency,  in  forne  of  our  clerical 
men,  to  bring  us  back  to  fchocl 
divinity  and  fchool  philofophv. 
But  the  feafon  for  doing  it,  to  any 
great  extent,  is  over.  The  inqui¬ 
sitive  and  enlightened  fpirit  of  the 
age  will  repel  i'uch  attempts,  fo  far,  at 
leaft,  as  to  prevent  their  being  accom¬ 
panied  with  any  remarkable  fuccefs. 

*  Mr.  Balfour’s  4i  Philoibphical 
Differtations”  are  entitled  to  be 
mentioned  with  refpecl,  on  account 
of  the  worthy  intentions,  the  good 
fenfe,  and  the  perfpkuity  with  which 
they  are  written.  The  fubjecks  of 
them  are,  Matter  and  Motion,  Li¬ 
berty  and  Neceffity,  the  Foundation 
of  Moral  Obligation,  the  Immate¬ 
riality  and  Immortality  of  the  Soul, 
and  the  Evidence  of  the  1  ruth  of 
iRevealed  Religion,  from  its  Con¬ 
nection  with  Providence.  On  thefe 
heads,  the  author  maintains  tne 
common  fentiments  ;  aliening  the 
effential  diftinckion  between  matter 
and  fpirit,  the  freedom  of  the  will, 
the  exiftence  of  an  immaterial  prin¬ 
ciple  in  man,  and  the  validity  ol  the 
natural  arguments  in  favour  of  a 
future  hate.  Many,  and  perhaps 
the  generality  of  readers  will  agree 
with  Mr.  Balfour  in  the  reafonings 
which  he  hath  produced  in  1  up- 
port  of  thefe  topics  ;  whit  if  level  al 
of  our  modern  metaphyficians,  wno 
lay  claim  to  a  fuperior  degree  of 
acutenefs  and  penetration,  will  ti eat 
what  he  hath  advanced  with  little 
|Tgarda 
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Something  of  the  fame  kind  may 
be  Lid  concerning  Mr.  Rotheram’s 
44  Ellay  on  Human  Liberty.”  The 
author  writes  in  a  perfpicuous  and 
agreeable  manner,  and  his  track 
cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to 
the  greater  part  of  Arminian  phi- 
lofophers  and  divines.  But  we  are 
afraid  that  Mr.  Rotheram  will 
fcarcely  be  found  equal  to  the 
logical  and  fubtle  abilities  of  certain 
late  defenders  of  the  dockrine  of  ne- 
ceffity.  In  making  this  affertion  we 
do  not  mean  to  infmuate,  and  far 
lefs  to  determine,  that  truth  lies  on 
the  fide  of  his  opponents.  It  is 
polllble  that  there  may  be  much 
reafoning,  and  of  fuch  reafoning  too 
as  cannot  ealily  be  anfwered  and 
evaded,  where  reafon  herfelf,  after 
all,  may  refufe  to  give  her  aflent. 
There  may  be  fomething  within  us, 
which  fays,  44  No,  it  cannot  be  ; 

I  am  filenced,  but  not  convinc? 
ed.” 

No  fmall  portion  of  fagacity  muft 
be  granted  to  the  writer  of  the  “  Me- 
taphyfical  Catechifin.”  Whilfl  his 
dehgn  feems  only  to  be,  to  repre- 
fent  the  doctrines  of  materialifm  and 
neceffity  in  fo  limple  and  concife  a 
manner,  as  to  make  them  more  eafily 
comprehended,  he  has  another  end, 
which  is,  to  expofe  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  thefe  doctrines.  .This 
purpofe  is  artfully  and  ingenioudy 
conducted.  On  the  whole  contro- 
verfy  we  fliall  not  affiume  the  liberty 
of  pronouncing.  Matters  of  this 
kind  have  always  been  debated,  and 
will  continue  to  be  debated,  with 
very  little  novelty,  and  very  little 
improvement  of  human  reafon ,* 
which,  after  its  bell  exertions,  can¬ 
not  be  equal  to  the  deerfive  and  final 
determination  of  queifions  that  enter 
deeply  into  the  divine  nature  and 
conduck. 

We  fliall  elofe  our  metaphylical 
Q  4  '  account; 
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Account  with  taking  notice,  that  the 
bifhop  of  Carlifle  hath  publifhed  a 
new  impreflion  of  his  tranflation  of 
archbifoop  King’s  “  Effay  on  the  G- 
rigin  of  E  vil,  with  Notes.”  At  a  time 
when  fubje&s  of  this  nature  are 
much  ftudied,  philofophical  men 
may  wifh  to  renew  their  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  fo  celebrated  a  treatife. 
Several  corrections  and  improve¬ 
ments  are  made  by  the  learned 
tranflator. 

Under  the  head  of  Government 
and  Law,  there  have  been  various 
publications  in  1782,  It  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  Dean  Tucker’s  vio¬ 
lent  attack  upon  Mr.  Locke  fhould 
pafs  unnoticed  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
would  have  been  a  diferedit  to  that 
great  man’s  numerous  friends  and 
admirers,  if  none  of  them  had  rifen 
up  in  his  defence.  In  Dr.  Towers 
he  hath  found  a  zealous  and  able  ad¬ 
vocate.  The  doctor,  in  his  “Vin¬ 
dication  of  the  Political  Principles 
of  Mr.  Locke,”  hath  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  the  character  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  writer,  and  clearly  expofed 
the  dean’s  falfe  portions  and  reafon- 
ings.  Perhaps  more  cor] Id  have  been 
laid  in  confutation  of  Dr.  Tucker’s 
treatife  ;  but  our  author  might  not 
think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  pur- 
fue  his  antagonift  through  all  the 
abfurditles  and  extravagancies  into 
which  he  had  wandered. 

The  writer  of  the  “  Difquifitions 
On  feveral  Subjects”  could  not  be 
fatisfied  with  confining  his  reveries 
to  metaphyfics  and  theology.  In  an 
Effay  on  Government  and  Civil  Li¬ 
berty,  with  fome  wit,  but  with  little 
wifdom,  he  endeavoured  to  ridicule 
•all  the  opinions  which  the  enlight¬ 
ened  lovers  of  mankind  entertain, 
concerning  the  rights  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  flood  up  a  bold  advo¬ 
cate  for  political  corruption  and  ty¬ 
ranny,  For  this  hf  hath  received  a 
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juft  chaftifement,  in  the  Anfwer  t® 
his  Seventh  Difquifition  ;  wherein 
his  abfurd  fuppofitions,  and  falfe 
conclufions,  are  expofed  and  refuted 
with  ability  and  fpirit. 

The  “  Effay  on  the  Origin  and 
Progrefs  of  Government,”  is  not 
an  anfwer  to  any  other  work,  but  an 
original  tract  upon  the  fubject.  It 
is  the  production  of  one  who  thinks 
for  himfelf,  and  who  does  not  im¬ 
plicitly  follow  any  preceding  fyftem* 
The  author’s  fentiments  are  liberal 
and  juft,  and  highly  favourable  to 
the  interefts  of  mankind.  In  the 
mode  of  his  compofition  there  is 
fomething  peculiar.  There  is  afar- 
caftic  originality  in  it,  and  a  native 
ftrength,  rather  than  elegance  of 
language,  which  (hew  that  the 
writer  is  not  confined  within  the 
common  trammels  of  ftyie  and  ex- 
predion. 

Mr.  Dawes  is  not  an  author  of 
.whom  we  can  fpeak  with  peculiar 
approbation.  In  his  4 4  Effay  on 
Crimes  and  P  uni  foments,  with  a 
View  of,  and  Commentary  upon 
Beccaria,  Rouffeau,  Voltaire,  Mon- 
tefquieu,  Fielding,  and  Blackftone,” 
he  diftingui flies  himfelf  by  his  bold- 
nefs ;  but  his  boldnefs  is  not  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  due  degree  of  wifdom 
and  fober  reflection.  In  his  zeal  to 
leffen  the  feverity  of  the  p uni  fit¬ 
ments.  which  have  been  inflicted 
upon  crimes,  he  wantonly  loofens 
the  bands  of  morality,  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  deprive  crimes  themfelves 
of  their  malignant  nature.  Suicide 
he  absolutely  defends ;  and  a  rape  is 
reprefented  by  him  as  too  trifling  an 
offence  to  excite  any  juft  indigna¬ 
tion.  What  he  hath  faid  upon  both 
theie  heads  is  wholly  unjuftifiable, 
and,  in  general,  he  abounds  with, 
paradoxical  and  inconfiftent  fenti¬ 
ments.  An  object  fo  important  and 
interefting  as  that  of  the  due  pro¬ 
portion  to  be  obfety/ed  between 

crime* 
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crimes  and  punifhments.  requires  to 
be  fettled  by  a  wifer  head  than  Mr. 
Dawes  is  at  prefent  poffeiled  of,  or 
than  he  feems  ever  likely  to  poflfefs. 

The  “  Letters  on  Political  Liber¬ 
ty”  are  written  with  great  ftrength 
of  fenti merit,  and  great  power  of 
expreftion.  The  author’s  diftinc- 
tion  between  civil  and  political  li¬ 
berty  .is  juft  and  well  ftated  ;  but  it 
is  not,  we  think,  explained  with  that 
perfpicuity  and  precifion  which  Dr. 
Prieftley  has  difplayed  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt,  in  his  Treatife  on  Go¬ 
vernment.  In  thefe  letters  it  is  very 
properly  fhewn,  that  the  Revolution 
did  not  make  that  provifion  for  po¬ 
litical  which  it  did  for  civil  liberty. 
If  the  ingenious  writer’s  hiftorical 
deduction  had  been  more  profound 
and  extenlive,  it  would  not  have 
been  a  difadvantage  to  his  work. 
He  is  a  warm  advocate  for  parlia¬ 
mentary  reformation,  and  tor  giving 
to  the  body  of  the  people  the  power 
of  election ;  and  he  has  a  plan  of 
his  own,  which  appears  to  be  ra¬ 
tional,  and  which  merits,  at  leaft, 
a  candid  difcuffion.  How  far  fuch 
a  plan  might  ealily  be  carried  into 
execution,  and,  if  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  how  far  it  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  all  the  benefits  expedled 
from  it,  we  prefume  not  pofitively 
to  determine. 

Now  we  are  upon  this  topic,  we 
{hall  juft  take  notice,  that  a  number 
of  tradts  have  been  publifhed,  during 
the  year,  on  the  queftion  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  representation,  a  particular 
examination  of  which  would  carry 
us  too  far  out  of  our  way.  We  fha.ll 
content  ourfelves,  therefore,  with 
reciting  the  titles  ot  fome  of  the 
more  confiderable  among  them. 
Thefe  are,  Cartwright’s  44  Give  us 
our  Rights  Jebb's  44  Letter  to 
Sir  Robert  Bernard;”  Robinfon  s 
44  Political  Catechifm  Sinclair’s, 
64  Lucubrations  during  &  (lion  Re- 
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cefs the  “  Letter  to  the  Author  of 
Lucubrations,”  44Anglia  rediviva;” 
Horne’s  44  Letter  to  Lord  Afhbur- 
ton  and  44  A  Dialogue  on  the 
Adfual  State  of  Parliament.”  In 
diftinguifhing  the  laft  of  them  from 
the  reft,  we  are  influenced,  not  by 
an  approbation  of  its  fentiments, 
but  by  the  uncommon  ingenuity 
with  which  it  is  written.  The  dia¬ 
logue  is  carried  on  between  a  fo¬ 
reigner  and  a  member  of  parliament, 
and  is  in  defence  of  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  reprefentation.  The  argu¬ 
ments  in  fupport  of  it  are  acute  and 
linking  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  we 
efteem  them  to  be  more  fhewy  than 
folid.  We  are  ffcill  convinced  that 
parliamentary  eledtion  ftands  in  need 
of  a  reform.  The  ftate  of  things, 
in  that  refpedl,  is  too  corrupt,  and 
too  big  with  evils,  to  admit  of  vindi¬ 
cation  ;  and  we  hope  that  the  voice 
of  the  public  will,  in  time,  be  railed 
high  and  ftrong  enough  to  demand 
and  to  produce  a  change  for  the  bet¬ 
ter.  Wefhall  juftadd,  that  Mr.  Home 
Tooke’s  plan,  in  his  Letter  to  Lord. 
Afhburton,  would  be  a  very  defirable 
one,  if  there  were  a  probability  that 
it  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 
It  is  rather  a  matter  of  furprize  to 
us,  that  a  gentleman  of  fo  ftrong 
an  underftanding,  and  of  fo  much 
knowledge  of  the  world,  fiiou Id  en¬ 
tertain  the  fanguine  expeditions  of 
its  practicability,  which  he  appears 
to  have  done. 

Mr.  (now  fir  William)  Jones  has 
contrived,  in  his  44  Law  of  Maho¬ 
metan  Succeffion,”  to  unite  his  Ori¬ 
ental  literature  with  his  legal  ftudies. 
In  the  prefent  publication,  he  hath 
given  the  laws  in  the  original  Arabic, 
with  atranflation  annexed.  The  work 
mud  be  efteemed  rather  curious  than 
ufeful  in  this  country ;  but  the 
knowledge  fir  William  Jones  has 
acquired  will  be  of  peculiar  advan¬ 
ce  to  him  in  the  fit uation  wherein 
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be  is  now  placed,  as  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judi¬ 
cature  at  Calcutta.  We  cannot 
but  regret  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  man 
from  England  ;  and  vet  we  do  it  the 
lefs,  when  we  confide r  what  eminent 
fervices  he  may  have  it  in  his  power 
to  render  to  the  caufe  both  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  of  juftlce0  Elis  excellent 
character  and  principles  will  enfure, 
we  doubt  not,  his  being  a  great  be- 
nefadlor  to  the  people  of  the  Eaft 
Indies  as  a  magiflrate ;  and  it  may 
be  expected,  from  his  admirable  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  Oriental  lan¬ 
guages,  joined  with  his  genius,  ap¬ 
plication,  and  opportunities,  that, 
if  his  life  be  fpared,  he  will  bring 
borne  with  him  large  ftores  of  cu¬ 
rious  and  ufeful  literary  informa¬ 
tion. 

The  fourth  edition  of  44  A  com¬ 
plete  Collection  of  State  Trials  and 
Proceedings  for  High  Treafon,  and 
other  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours,” 
merits  notice  on  account  of  the  work 
itfelf,  and  the  improvements  it  hath 
in  fome  degree  received.  Thefe  im¬ 
provements,  which  have  been  chiefly 
made  by  Mr.  Hargrave,  have  been 
moftly  confined  to  the  eleventh  and 
laid  volume,  excepting  the  new  pre¬ 
face  prefixed  to  the  whole,  which  is  the 
compontion  of  the  fame  gentleman. 
Alphabetical  and  chronological  ta- 
bles,  and  a  general  index,  are  added 
by  another  hand.  The  eleventh  vo¬ 
lume  confifts  partly  of  trials  omitted 
in  the  period  to  which  the  former 
editions  extend,  and  partly  of  im¬ 
portant  trials  that  have  happened 
flnce  that  time.  It  were  to  be  wiflied 
that  Mr.  Hargrave  could  have  found 
leifure  to  have  extended  his  im¬ 
provements  to  the  other  volumes. 
The  work  is  undoubtedly  of  great 
confequence  in  the  conftitutional 
hiftory  of  this  country. 

Another  publication,  tending  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  the  con- 


ftitution,  is  Mr.  RIatfell’s  “  Prece-? 
dents  of  Proceedings  in  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  under  feparate  Titles  with 
Obfervations.”  In  this  volume  will 
be  found  much  curious  and  ufeful 
information,  relative  to  parliament¬ 
ary  tranfadfions.  Mr.Hatfell  is  a  zea¬ 
lous  whig,  but  a  whig  of  the  ftamp 
of  king  George  the  Second’s  Reign, 
a  revolution  whig ;  for,  of  late 
years,  the  word  feems  greatly  to 
have  changed  its  meaning.  Our 
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author,  who  is  not  of  the  new  houfe 
of  reformation,  doth  not  agree  with 
thofe  who  afla  t  the  wifdom  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  having  parliaments  annu¬ 
ally  eledted. 

Mr.  Grenville’s  famous  bill  has 
given  rife  to  a  new  kind  of  law  pre¬ 
cedents,  the  publication  of  which 
cannot  fail  of  being  ufeful  to  the 
gentlemen  who  compote  the  com¬ 
mittees  for  trying  parliamentary  e- 
ledtions.  In  works  of'this  fort,  Mr. 
Douglas  took  the  lead,  and  his  four 
volumes  are  books  of  difKnguilhed 
merit  and  authority.  He  hath  had 
followers  in  the  fame  line  of  writ¬ 
ing  ;  and,  among  the  reft,  Mr.  Phi¬ 
lips  hath  publifhed,  44  Election 
Cafes,  determined  during  the  firft 
Sefflon  of  the  fifteenth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain.”  The  cafes  are 
only  four,  being  thofe  of  Ayrfhire, 
Sudbury,  Miiborne  Port,  and  Lyme 
Regis. 

Mr.  Herbert  Croft,  the  ingenious 
writer  of  Dr.  Young’s  life  in  John- 
foil’s  Poets,  has  printed  and  difperfed 
among  his  friends,  a  Plan  which  he 
has  formed  of  arranging  and  pub- 
lifhing  the  ftatutes  of  England  in  a 
more  fcieniific  and  philofophical 
manner  than  hath  hitherto  been 
done.  The  defign  is  a  noble  one, 
and,  if  properly  executed,  could 
not  fail  to  be  of  great  public  utility. 
The  time  and  labour  which  the 
completion  of  it  muff  require  would 
be  immenfe ;  and,  therefor*,  it  can¬ 
not 
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not  be  undertaken  without  propor¬ 
tionable  encouragement.  Whether 
fuch  encouragement  is  likely  to  be 
given  to  Mr.  Croft,  as  will  engage 
him  to  perfift  in  his  purp.ofe,  we  are 
not  able  to  fay.  As  he  has  quitted 
the  profeffion  of  a  barriflcr,  with  a 
view  of  .entering  into  the  church, 
perhaps  his  fcheme  is  laid  a  fide  ; 
unlefs  he  thinks  that  the  feifure  of 
the  clerical  life  may  be  more  favour¬ 
able  to  the  execution  of  it  than  the 
b'uftle  of  legal  practice. 

The  Mathematical  Hifiory  of  the 
year  is  confined  within  a  very  nar¬ 
row  cornpafs.  The  only  material 
publications  of  this  kind  which  we 
recalled!,  are  Mr,  Henry  Clarke’s 

Supplement  to  ProfeiTor  Lorgna’s 
Summation  of  Series,  with  Remarks 
on  Mr.  Landen’s  Obfervations  on 
the  fame  Subject  ;1’  and  Mr.  Lan- 
den’s  reply,  in  46  An  Appendix  to 
Obfervations  on  converging  Series.” 
Of  thefe  gentlemen,  and  the  con- 
troverfy  carried  on  between  them, 
we  made  feme  mention  in  our  laid 
volume.  They  frill  maintain  the 
difpute,  and  pofiibly  may  continue 
to  maintain  it  ;  for  fcientific  and  li¬ 
terary  men  are  as  pertinacious  and 
Unyielding  in  their  con ;  fts  as  any 
let  of  people  in  the  world. 

Under  the  head  of  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy  in  general,  the  tranlaftio'ns 
of  the  Royal  Society  cannot  be 
pafied  over,  which  contain,  as  ufual, 
a  variety  of  valuable  papers.  Out 
of  the  names  that  might  be. mention¬ 
ed,  by  whom  rheie  papers  have  been 
communicated,  there  are  two  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  entitled  to  particular 
difiindtion,  Mr.  Herfchel  ana  Mr. 
JGrwam  ?vlr.  Herfchel,  of  whom 
we  fpoke  in  our  laid  volume,  hath 
carried  on  his  afironomical  refearch- 
es  with  amazing  fuccefs.  He  hath 
difeovered  a  great  number  or  double 
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and  triple  fiars,  which  are  furprif- 
mgly  and  beautifully  cliverfified  in 
their  appearances  and  their  colours. 
The  new  far,  or  comet,  for  the  did? 
covery  of  which  he  obtained  the 
gold  medal  in  1781,  is  now,  with¬ 
out  contrcverfy,  afeertained  by  him 
to  be  a  regular  primary  planet,  be¬ 
yond  the  orbit  of  Saturn.  He  hath 
given  it  the  name  of  the  Georgian! 
Sidus,  in  honour  of  the  king,  who 
hath  fettled  a  handfome  Hilary  upon, 
him,  and  taken  him  into  his  imme¬ 
diate  fervice.  This  inidanee  of  royal 
patronage  and  munificence  to  emi¬ 
nent  fcientific  merit,  is  equally  glo¬ 
rious  to  his  majedy  and  to  Mr. 
Herfchel.' — —Mr.  Kir  wan  didin- 
guutied  himfelf  by  a  feries  of  obfer¬ 
vations  and  experiments  on  faline 
fubftances,  which  were  deemed  fb 
ingenious  and  curious,  that  they 
obtained  for  him  the  highefi  reward 
of  the  fociety,  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s 
medal.  Every  one  who  reads  the 
paper  will  be  convinced  that  the  re¬ 
ward  was  worthily  affigned.  Mr. 
Kirwan  is  one  of  the  firid  men  of 
the  age,  for  his  knowledge  in  che- 
mi  dry  and  experimental  philofophy. 
He  is  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr. 
Priefiley’s,  and  is  ardently  and  mod 
fuccefs  fully  engaged  in  the  fame 
laudable  purfuits.  Of  this  our  read¬ 
ers  in  general  will  in  fome  meaiure 
be  able  to  judge  from  the  extract  we 
have  inferted  in  the  philofophical 
department  of  our  work,  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  Phlogidon. 

Since  the  difeoveries  that  have 
lately  been  made  in  natural  philo¬ 
fophy,  Rowning,  and  other  books, 
which  were  tiled  in  univerfities  and 
academies  for  the  indrucriion  of 
youth,  have  lod  a  conliderable  por¬ 
tion  of  their  merit,  being  defective 
in  feveral  important  points.  It  hath 
become,  therefore,  highly  proper 
that  other  works  of  that  kind  fiiouid 
be  ivritten,  containing  the  modern 
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improvements.  Two  publications  of 
this  fort  have  appeared  in  1782. 
The  fird,  which  coniifts  only  of  one 
volume,  o6Iavo,  is  Dr.  Elliot’s 
*6  Elements  of  the  Branches  of  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  connected  with 
Medicine,  & c.  including  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Atmofphere,  Fire,  Phlo- 
gibon,  Water,”  and  other  objeds.  It 
is  evident,  from  the  very  title  page, 
that  the  author’s  view  hath  princi¬ 
pally  been  directed  to  matters  of  a 
chemical  nature.  Accordingly,  the 
remaining  parts  of  philofophy,  fuch 
as  optics,  found,  hydroftatics,  and 
electricity,  are  very  briefly  difcuff- 
ed.  What  Dr.  Elliot  more  imme¬ 
diately  intended,  is  executed  with 
ability.  The  other  publication, 

*4  Nicholfon’s  Introduction  to  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,”  on  account  of 
its  greater  extent,  and  more  full 
difcuffion  of  every  branch  of  philo- 
fophical  fcience,  is  better  calculated 
for  being  introduced  into  feminaries 
of  learning,  in  the  room  of  Rown- 
ing.  We  have  the  bed:  authorities 
for  faying,  that  in  this  refped  it  is 
a  work  of  diftinguifhed  merit.  The 
writer  not  only  gives  a  judicious 
abridgement  of  what  hath  been  faid 
by  others,  but  has  original  obferva- 
tions  of  his  own  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  his  book  will  meet 
with  general  acceptance. 

Dr.  Watfon,  bifliop  of  LandafF, 
hath  favoured  the  public  with  a 
third  volume  of  “  Chemical  E  flays.” 
Of  their  value  we  need  not  fpeak, 
after  what  was  obferved  by  us,  in 
the  laif  year,  concerning  the  two 
former  volumes.  An  agreeable  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  excellence  of  thefe  ad¬ 
ditional  effays  will  be  found  in  our 
colledion  of  Philofophical  Papers. 
It  gives  us  concern  that  the  date  of 
the  good  bifhop’s  health,  and  his 
other  avocations,  have  obliged  him 
to  lay  alide  the  thoughts,  of  any  far¬ 
ther  works  of  this  kind, 


What  dial!  we  fay  to  Dr.  Jamet 
Price’s  Account  of  fome  Experi¬ 
ments  on  Mercury,  Silver,  and 
Gold,  made  at  Guildford,  in  May 
1782?”  If  credit  is  to  be  given  to 
the  author’s  relation  of  thefe  expe¬ 
riments,  and  to  the  tedimony  of 
the  refpedable  gentlemen  who  were 
prefent  at  them,  the  grand  arcanum 
is  revealed,  the  philofopher’s  done 
is  difcovered,  the  tranfmutation  of 
the  bafer  metals  into  gold  and  filver 
is  afcertained.  If  the  matter,  how¬ 
ever,  were  fully  edablifhed,  there 
would  be  no  caufe,  it  feems,  to  tri¬ 
umph  in  the  benefits  refulting  from 
it.  The  procefs  of  obtaining  the 
powder  of  projection  is  too  flow, 
troublefome,  and  expenfive,  and  the 
product  of  gold  too  fmall  to  anfwer 
any  valuable  purpofe.  But  there 
are  reafons  for  hedtation  and  doubt, 
with  regard  to  the  fad  itfelf.  A 
few  experiments,  though  apparently 
fuccefsful,  cannot  eafily  be  allowed 
decifiveiy  to  determine  fo  great  a 
point.  There  may  fomewhere  be 
mibakes  or  deceptions ;  and  we  could 
not  avoid  obferving,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  attended  the  experiments, 
though  eminent  in  rank  and  charac¬ 
ter,  were  not  known  to  be  adepts  in 
philofophical  chcmidry.  The  worn 
der  at  fird  excited  by  Dr.  Price’s 
publication  has  much  fubfided,  and 
it  is  now  generally  underdood  that 
there  is  fome  error  in  the  affair.  We 
are  told  that  the  dodor  himfelf  has 
in  part  acknowledged  it ;  that  he 
hath  made  ufe  of  more  cautious 
language  in  his  fecond  edition  ;  and 
that  he  defigns,  in  an  appendix,  to 
lay  the  whole  of  his  proceffes  before 
the  public.  This  will  be  neceffary 
to  the  complete  elucidation  of  his 
pretenfions  ;  and  accordingly  we 
fhall  wait  till  that  time  before  we 
pafs  our  final  judgment.  Whild  we 
were  writing  this  paragraph,  a  news, 
paper  hath  announced  Dr.  Jarnea 
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Price’s  death  ;  an  event  which, 
we  cannot  hut  lament,  as  it  will 
probably  leave  the  matter  for  ever 
undetermined. 

The  prodigious  application  of  late 
years  to  Natural  Hiftory  and  Botany, 
hath  occaftoned  a  variety  of  trea¬ 
dles  to  be  publifhed  in  thefe  branch¬ 
es  of  knowledge,  which  have  great 
merit,  and  feme  ot  which  are  very 
elegant  and  expenfive.  Mr.  Smellie 
hath  performed  an  acceptable  fer- 
vtce  to  the  philofophical  world,  by 
tranflating  into  Englilh  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Buftbn’s  grand  work.  One  part 
of  the  value  of  this  publication  is, 
that,  at  a  reafonable  price,  it  pre- 
fents  us  with  what  would  coll  a 
large  fum  of  money  in  the  original. 
The  difference  between  three  pounds 
twelve  fhiiitngs  and  fixteen  guineas 
is  no  fmall  matter  in  the  pocket  of 
many  a  good  fcholar.  There  are 
fome  few  things  omitted  which  are 
in  Buffon  ;  but  then  they  are  only 
fuch  things  as  may  be  omitted  with¬ 
out  any  lofs  to  the  reader  ;  and  Mr. 
Smellie,  by  his  own  notes,  and  an 
ufeful  index,  has  added  conliderably 
to  the  worth  of  his  tranflation. 

Mr.  Barbut,  in  his  44  Genera  In- 
fedlorum  of  Linnaeus,  exemplified 
by  various  Specimens  of  Englilh 
Infcdts  drawn  from  Nature,”  hath 
printed  his  deferiptions  and  illuftra- 
tions  in  the  French  language  as  well 
as  in  our  own.  The  work,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  will  chiefly-  recommend  itfelf 
by  the  plates,  which  reprefent  in 
lively  and  natural  colours  the  o-bjedts 
deferibed.  The  preface,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  is  curious  ;  but  it  is  farther 
faid,  that,  if  Mr.  Barbut  had  been 
more  copious  in  other  parts,  it  would 
have  increaied .  the  inftrudtion  and 
entertainment  ariling  from  his  valu¬ 
able  publication.  It  is  the  fault  of 
fome  of  the  di fei pies  ot  the  great 
Linnaeus,  that  they  are  too  apt  to 
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follow  the  dry,  concife,  and  (may 
we  not  add)  obfeure  manner  of  their 
mailer. 

Mr.  Drury’s  u  Iiluftrations  of 
Natural  Hiftory,”  in  three  volumes, 
quarto,  deferve  to  be  mentioned  with 
particular  applaufe.  The  third  vo¬ 
lume,  which  was  publifhed  during 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  completes 
the  undertaking.  The  preface,  de- 
feriptions,  and  remarks  are  given 
both  in  Engiifh  and  French,  as  was 
the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  preced¬ 
ing  volumes.  The  plates  are  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  the  greateft  accuracy, 
the  colours  are  beautiful,  the  infedts 
are  particularly  deferibed,  and  upon 
the  nature  and  properties  of  many 
of  them  Editable  refledlions  are  of¬ 
fered.  The  encouragement  which 
is  afforded  to  fo  elegant  and  expen- 
five  a  work,  is  a  proof  how  much  the 
tafte  of  this  country  is  directed  to 
proper  objedls,  and  that  all  our  wealth 
is  not  devoted  to  folly  and  vice. 

Curtis’s  14  Short  Hiftory  of  the 
Brown  Tail  Moth,”  we  only  men¬ 
tion  becaufe  it  relates  to  that  cater¬ 
pillar,  the  vaft  multitudes  of  which, 
in  the  trees  and  hedges,  excited  laft 
fummer  fo  great  and  needlefs  an 
alarm.  On  this  account  the  author’s 
pamphlet  was  feafbnabie,  and  his 
defeription  of  the  infedt,  in  its  va¬ 
rious  ftates,  is  accurate  and  juft. 

Latham’s  44  General  Synopfis  of 
Birds”  is  another  valuable  work  in  a 
different  fpecies  of  Natural  Hiftory., 
What  is  now  publifhed  is  the  fecund, 
part  of  the  firft  volume.  The  lovers 
of  nature  will  be  much  gratified  with 
the  numerous  and  well  executed 
plates,  and  efpecially  with  thofe  co¬ 
pies  of  the  book  in  which  the  plates 
are  coloured.  The  author  propofes 
to  complete  this  valuable  undertak-* 
ing  in  three  volumes,  quarto,  and 
it  will  contain  the  birds  lately  dif- 
covered  in  the  feveral  voyages  to 
the  South  Seas, 
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In  Eotanv,  the  44  Syftem  of  Ve¬ 
getables,  according  to  their  dalles, 
Orders,  Genera,  ahd  Species,  with 
their  Characters  and  Differences,” 
is  a  work  of  conlequence.  It  is  a 
tranilation  from  the  thirteenth  edi¬ 
tion  (by  Dr.  Murray)  of  the  Sy  item  a 
Vegetabilium  of  the  late  celebrated 
Linnaeus,  and  from  the  Supplement 
tum  Plantarum  of  his  Ion.  The 
prefen t  volume,  which  is  tranflated 
by  a  botanical  fociety  at  Litchfield, 
is,  only  the  firft  number  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking.  We  obferve,  with  plea- 
fure,  the  different  focieties  which  are 
teftabliftiing  in  our  own  country,  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
for  the  advancement  of  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge.  The  formation  of  fuch  infti- 
Tutions,  in  the  feveral  great  towns 
and  cities  of  the  kingdom,  cannot 
fail  to  be  attended  with  very  good 
effects  ;  and,  therefore,  we  hope  that 
the  example  already  begun  will  raife 
a  laudable  fpirit  of  imitation.  The 
tranftators  of  the  work  before  us 
have  ufed  every  method  to  render 
their  defcriptions  intelligible;  and 
for  this  purpofe  they  have  fometimes 
judiciouily  facrinced  elegance  of 
language  to  perfpicuity  and  preci- 
fion. 

The  44  Memoirs  of  Agriculture, 
and  other  Oeconomical  Arts,”  by 
MivDoffie,  is  the  third  volume  of 
a  publication  by  the  fame  author, 
and  with  the  fame  title.  It  confifts 
of  fuch  effays  as  have  been  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  fociety  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  and  which  have  obtained 
the  approbation  of  that  refpedtable 
body.  Its  contents  are  comprized 
in  fixteen  articles,  fome  of  which  are 
curious  and  important.  We  are  ra¬ 
ther  furprifed  at  the  volume’s  being 
publifhed  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Doffie, 
as  we  had  an  idea  of  this  gentleman’s 
having  been  dead  feveral  years  ago. 
If  fuch  'be  not  the  cafe,  we  rejoice  in 
our  iniftake. 
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Of  Halyhurton’s  “  Georgies,” not 
having  feen  the  work,  we  can  only 
fpeak  from  the  information  of  others c 
The  writer  promifes  great  things  in¬ 
deed,  when  he  concludes,  that  the 
arable  of  all  England,  brought  to; 
the  height  ol  cultivation  propofed 
by  him,  would  liberally  feed  above 
forty  million  of  inhabitants.  If  Dr« 
Halv burton  be  not  milled  by  a  po¬ 
etic  imagination,  and  could  realize 
his  expectations,  he  would  deferve  to 
be  recorded  with  immortal  honour, 
as  one  of  the  mold  illuftrious  bene- 
factors  to  mankind  which  the  world 
hath  ever  produced.-  But  we  are 
afraid  that  no  fuch  glory,  as  that  of 
railing  this  country  to  fo  allonilhing 
a  height  of  plenty  and  population,  is 
in  referve  for  any  individual  in  the 
prefent  age. 

In  reciting  the  Medical  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  year,  we  give  the  firft; 
place  to  a  veteran  in  pradlice,  fir 
Clifton  Wintringham.  His  publi¬ 
cation,  entitled,  46  De  Morbis  qute 
bufdam  Commentarii,”  is  the  refuit 
of  long  experience.  The  work,  as 
the  title  indicates,  is  in  Latin,  and 
fir  Clifton  writes  in  the  aphorilficai 
form.  The  inftrudlions  of  fo  emi¬ 
nent  and  refpedtable  a  phylician 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  ufeful,  even 
if  the  author,  as  hath  been  fug- 
gelled,  Ihonld  be  rather  too  muck 
attached  to  the  fyltem  that  prevailed 
in  his  youth,  which  was  that  of  Boer- 
ha'ave.  In  the  courfe  of  our  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  mankind,  we  have 
had  ocealion  to  remark,  that  no  fet 
of  medical  men  have  been  more  at¬ 
tentive,  diligent,  and  fuccefsful, 
more  directed  by  obfervations  and 
fadfs,  and  lefs  governed  by  fancy 
ana  hypothefis,  than  the  difciples  of 
that  illuftrious  profeffor. 

Arnold’s  44  Obfervations  on  the 
Nature,  Kinds,  Caufes,  and  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Infanity,  Lunacy,  or  Mad- 
nefs,”  prefent  us  writh  a  lingular 
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production.  Dr.  Arnold  prefides 
Over  a  receptacle  for  lunatics  at 
jLeicelfer,  and  hence  he  has  been  led 
to  pay  a  very  particular  attention  to 
the  fubjedt.  That  he  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  and  that  many  of 
his  remarks  are  equally  curious  and 
ufeful,  cannot  be  denied.  But  that 
he  hath  given  way  greatly  to  his 
imagination,  and  made  a  number  of 
diftindtions  with  regard  to  the  kinds 
of  infanity,  which  can  icarcely  Hand 
the  teft  of  fober  enquiry,  may,  per¬ 
haps,  juftly  be  fufpeeted.  Of  this, 
however,  we  cannot  absolutely  de- 
termine  at  prefent,  as  only  the  firft 
v  olume  of  the  work  is  now  publifhed. 
We  ihall  wait,  therefore,  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  new  light  may  be  expected 
from  a  writer  whole  fituation  affords 
him  the  advantage  of  an  ample  ex¬ 
perience,  and  whofe  extenfive  read¬ 
ing  will  enable  him  to  avail  himfelf 
of  all  which  has  been  known  before 
with  refpcdt  to  the  nature,  caufes, 
and  cure  of  infanity. 

In  Dr.  Mil  man’s  44  Enquiry  into 
the  Source  from  whence  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  Scurvy  and  of  Putrid 
Fevers  a  rife,  and  into  the  Seat  which 
thofe  Aftedfions  occupy  in  the  Ani¬ 
mal  (Economy, ”  we  have  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  phyfician  of  known 
ingenuity  and  learning,  and  of  ex¬ 
tenfive  observation,  If  the  author 
differs  from  feveral  writers  in  the 
medical  profeffion,  and  efpeciallv 
from  that  diftinguifhed  man  the  late 
fir  John  Pringle,  he  offers  his  rea- 
Ions  for  it,  and  afligns  them  with 
ability.  Of  the  points  in  difpute  we 
acknowledge  ourfelves  to  be  incom¬ 
petent  judges. 

Zimmerman’s  44  Treatife  on  Ex¬ 
perience  in  Phylic,”  is  the  work  of 
a  phyfician  much  celebrated  abroad, 
and  whofe  name  and  writings  are 
already  known  in  this  country.  The 
tranflator,  Dr.  Foart  Simmons,  fuf- 
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tains  a  very  honourable  rank  among 
the  medical  gentlemen  and  authors 
of  the  city  of  London.  The  ob- 
fervations  of  fuch  a  man  as  Dr. 
Zimmerman  mull  certainly  be  found 
worthy  of  notice,  though  all  of  them 
may  not  prove  to  be  equally  valu¬ 
able.  It  is,  indeed,  faid  that  fome 
of  them  are  doubtful,  and  that  the 
book  might  have  been  compreffed 
into  -a  shorter  compafs.  Should  thefc 
aifertions  be  advanced  with  truth, 
they  will  probably  not  greatly  affedt 
the  general  merit  of  the  publica¬ 
tion. 

Butter’s  44  Treatife  on  the  infan¬ 
tine  remittent  Fever/’  is  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  reputation  in  his  profeffion 
at  Derby.  Whoever  can  contribute 
to  remove  or  relieve  the  diforders  to 
which  children  are  incident  is  en¬ 
titled  to  praife,  as  a  benefactor  to 
the  human  race. 

Dr.  William  Saunders,  by  his 
44  Observations  on  the  fuperior  Effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  Red  Peruvian  Bark,  in 
the  Cure  of  Agues  and  other  Fevers, 
hath  excited  more  attention  than  is 
commonly  paid  to  medical  pam¬ 
phlets.  The  dodtor  imagines  that 
this  bark  is  taken  from  the  trunk  of 
the  old  tree,  while  the  quill  bark* 
which  confffts  of  the  fmalle-r  pieces* 
is  the  produce  either  of  the  young 
trees,  or  of  the  branches.  He  is, 
likewife,  of  opinion,  that  it  was  the 
red  bark  which  was  ufed  by  Syden¬ 
ham  and  Morton,  from  the  Prong 
encomiums  they  beftow  upon  it, 
and  from  the  defcription  of  their 
contemporaries,  who  have  written 
on  the  Materia  Mcdjca.  It  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  capture  of  a  Spaniih  (hip, 
by  the  Hiiffar  frigate,  that  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  this  fpecies  of  the  bark  have 
happily  been  difcovered*  In  medi¬ 
cinal  drugs,  it  is  undoubtedly  of  the 
greateft  confequence  that  the  moll 
efficacious  of  them  fhould  be  applied 
to  the  cure  of  difeafes.  It  is  owing 

to 
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to  the  ufe  of  adulterated  or  weak 
bark*  that  the  reputation  oi  this  ad¬ 
mirable  and  powerful  remedy  hath 
fometimes  been  called  in  quedion. 

The  44  Obfervations  on  the  Prog- 
no  die  oi  Acute  Difeafes,”  tranflated 
from  the  French  of  Dr.  Le  Roy,  an 
eminent  profeffor  and  phylician  at 
Montpellier,  are  on  a  fubjedt  that  is 
of  importance  to  medical  men,  and 
from  which  the  younger  part  of 
them  may  probably  derive  benefit. 
To  their  own  fagacity,  however, 
much  mud  be  left;  and  it  will  be 
their  wifdom  and  duty  to  gain  as 
much  perfonal  experience  as  can 
poffibly  be  attained. 

Mr.  Potts’s  “  Farther  Remarks 
on  the  ufelefs  State  of  the  Lower 
Limbs,  in  Confequence  of  a  Cur¬ 
vature  of  the  Spine,”  come  from 
a  man  of  the  firft  eminence  in  his 
profeifion,  and  whofe  abilities  and 
writings  are  too  well  known  to  hand 
in  need  of  recommendation.  The 
prefent  publication  is  a  fupplement 
to  a  former  treatife  on  the  fame 
fubjedl,  and  by  both  of  them  the 
author  has  been  of  diftinguilhed  fer- 
vice  to  mankind.  The  public,  we 
.  are  informed,  may  hence  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  too  uncommon  an 
event,  of  a  Ample,  eafy,  and  effica¬ 
cious  remedy  difcovered,  for  a  moil 
afllidiing,  and  generally  deemed  in¬ 
curable  difeafe. 

In  Dr.  jebb’s  u  Seledt  Cafes  of 
the  Diforder  commonly  termed  the 
Paralylis  of  the  Lower  Extremities,” 
and  which  relate  to  the  fubjedt  lad 
mentioned,  we  have  his  fird  pro¬ 
duction  in  his  medical  capacity.  His 
excellent  character,  his  refpeCfable 
talents,  his  learned  and  valuable 
writings,  as  a  divine,  and  his  patri¬ 
otic  publications  as  a  politician,  are 
things  of  which  few  of  our  readers 
can  be  ignorant.  As  a  phylician, 
be  appeals  with  equal  advantage. 
Whatever  Dr.  Jebb  applies  to,  he 
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didinguithes  hhnfelf  by  his  integrity^ 
affiduity,  and  capacity ;  and,  in 
theferefpeefs,  he  will  always  demand 
the  applaule  of  the  wife  and  good, 
even  with  regard  to  points  in  which 
they  may  differ  from  him  in  opinion. 

Dr.  Elliot’s  u  Account  of  the 
Nature  and  Medicinal  Virtues  of 
the  principal  Mineral  Waters  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  thofe 
mod  in  Repute  on  the  Continent,” 
will  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who  are  in- 
tereded  in  the  fubjeCf.  By  the  pe~ 
ruial  of  it,  perfons  may  be  enabled, 
in  fome  degree,  to  judge  for  them- 
felves  what  places  they  ffiould  have 
recou rfe  to,  for  the  relief  that  is 
fuitable  to  their  own  particular  cafes. 

Several  pamphlets  have  been 
printed  relative  to  the  influenza,  or 
epidemic  catarrh,  with  which  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  in¬ 
deed,  almofl  the  whole  of  Europe, 
were  fo  univerfally  aftedted,  in  the 
fpring  of  1782.  Thefe  publications, 
together  with  the  communications 
folicited  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Fhyiicians,  London,  will  contribute 
to  furnifh  a  general  hidory  of  the 
difeafe  ;  and  fuch  a  hidory,  when 
completed,  mud  be  an  intereding 
object  in  the  annals  of  medicine. 

In  Dr.  Black’s  “Hidorical  Sketch 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  from  their 
Origin  to  the  prefent  Time  ;  and  of 
the  principal  Authors,  Difcoveries, 
Improvements,  Imperfections,  and 
Errors,”  we  admire  the  propriety 
of  the  title.  It  was  only  a  Iketch 
that  could  poffibly  be  given  in  a  thin, 
odtavo  volume.  The  1'ubjeCt  is  too 
copious  to  be  well  treated  of  in  fo 
fmall  a  compafs ;  and  accordingly, 
feveral  important  matters,  that  could 
not  have  jufiice  done  them  without 
a  confiderable  enlargement,  are 
paded  over  in  a  few  pages.  Nor  is 
this  the  only  defedt  of  the  work. 
The  want  of  authorities  may  with 
reafon  be  complained  ol,  though, 
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perhaps,  Dr.  Black  was  wife  in 
omitting  them,  as  otherwife  they 
might  have  detected  his  imperfect 
acquaintance  with  many  of  the 
topics  which  he  has  occasionally 
mentioned.  We  fuppofe  that  the 
author  is  a  young  man,  of  promifing 
abilities  and  of  an  adtive  mind  ;  but 
he'  is  not  yet  equal  to  a  thoroughly 
di gefced  hiftory  of  medicine  and 
phyficians.  It  would  require  little 
labour  to  point  out  various  inftances 
wherein  his  knowledge  appears  to  be 
fuperficial  and  inaccurate. 

In  the  next  Department  of  Lite¬ 
rature  which  demands  our  attention, 
the  firft  and  moll  important  object 
that  prefents  itfelf  to  view,  is.  Dr, 
Gilbert  Stuart’s  54  Hiftory  of  Scot/ 
land,  from  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Reformation  to  the  Death  of  Queen 
Mary.”  Of  this  gentleman’s  diftin- 
guifhed  abilities  we  have  formerly 
had  oecafton  to  fpeak  ;  and,  indeed* 
his  various  conftitutional  and  hifto- 
rical  publications  have  frequently 
introduced  him  with  peculiar  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  notice  of  the  world. 
The  praifes  we  have  heretofore  given 
him,  the  performance  before  us  calls 
upon  us  not  to  retradt*  but  to  in- 
creafe.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  work 
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of  eminent  dignity  and  confequenee. 
The  compofition  is  concife,  fpirited, 
and  energetic  ;  the  refledlions  difco* 
ver  a  high  degree  of  acutenefs  and 
penetration  ;  the  charadlers  are  drawn 
with  a  bold  and  mafteriy  hand  $  and 
the  author  has  difplayed  abundant 
labour  and  ikill  in  examining  and 
digefting  the  original  materials  from 
which  his  hiftory  is  taken.  With 
regard  to  the  part  which  he  hath  fo 
ftrongly  affirmed  in  favour  of  queen 
Mary,  perhaps  we  are  not  compe¬ 
tent  judges  of  the  matter.  Not 
being  deeply  converfant  with  the 
fubjeCt,  and  having  formed  our  opi¬ 
nions  from  Hume,  Robertfon,  and 
1782;. 


the  common  run  of  writers,  our  pre¬ 
judices,  if  fuch  they  may  be  called, 
were  not  of  that  kind  which  induced 
us  to  think  highly  of  the  Scot  ti  ft. 
queen.  Even  after  all  that  hath 
been  alleged  by  .  Dr.  Stuart  in  her 
juftiiication,  there  are  certain  points 
in  which  we  find  it  difficult  entirely 
to  concur  with-  him  in  fentimenr.' 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  which 
we  are  obliged  to  give  up.,,  and  that 
is,  the  authenticity  of  the  letters 
faid  to  have  been  written  by  Mary 
to  Bothwell ;  and  we  are  fenfible, 
that,  from  the  acknowledgment  of 
their  having  been  forgeries,  many 
ccnfequences  may  juftly  be  deduced^ 
to  the  great  difadvantage  of  her  ad» 
verfaries  and  perfecutors.  This  hif¬ 
tory,  in  general,  fupplies  a  copious 
fund  of  inftrudlion  and  entertain¬ 
ment  ;  and  we  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  ftruck  with  the  ftrong  and  live¬ 
ly  picture  it  affords  of  the, depravity 
and  profligacy*  among  all  parties, 
of  the  times  to  which  it  relates.  As 
to  bur  not  co-inciding  with  Dr® 
Stuart  in  every  circumftance  of  his 
exculpation  of  queen  Mary,  that  is 
only  a  difference  of  private  opinion  5 
arid  it  is  not  fuch  a  difference  as  bn-* 
titles  us  to  detract,  in  the  leaft,  from 
the  merit  of  the  work,  Which  un¬ 
doubtedly  ranks  the  author  among 
the  firil:  hlftorians  of  the  age. 

We  have  no  fuch  praifes  in  ftore 
for  Dr^  Anderfon,  who  hath,  pub* 
lifted  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes 
of  his  Hiftory  of  France.  The  pe¬ 
riod  comprehended  in  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes,  is  from  the  commencement 
of  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth 
to  the  general  peace  of  Munfter. 
Of  the  character  of  the  work  we 
have  little  to  fay,  as  the  public  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  the  abilities  of  the 
writer  has  been  for  fome  years  ascer¬ 
tained.  That  Dr.  Anderfon  has  been 
at  confiderable  pains  to  collect  infor¬ 
mation  cannot  be  denied ;  but  then 
p  h@ 
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he  has  not  had  accefs  to  any  new 
fources  of  intelligence.  The  authors 
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from  whom  he  has  derived  his  ma¬ 
terials  are  well  known,  and  of  eafy 
acquisition.  Hiscompolition  is  heavy,, 
and  his  ftyle  in  general  is  not  only 
inelegant,  but  often  difgraced  by 
low  terms  and  provincial  barbarifms. 
The  dodfor  mud:  be  fatisfied  with 
ranking  far  beneath  the  illuftrious 
names  who  have  reflected  fo  much 
honour  on  the  prefent  sera,  by  their 
beautiful  hiftorical  produdiions. 

Dr.  Gaft  hath  performed  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  fervice  to  the  public,  by  his 
“  Hiflory  of  Greece,  from  the  Ac- 
eeflion  of  Alexander  of  Macedon, 
till  its  final  Subjedtion  to  the  Roman 
Power.”  The  latter  period  of  the 
Grecian  hiflory  is  neither  fo  well 
known,  nor  has  been  fo  well  written, 
as  its  earlier  parts  and,  therefore, 
a  good  account  of  it  down  to  its 
eorfcluficn.  is  a  defirable  objedt.  Dr. 
Gaft  has  beftowed  much  time  and 
pains  upon  his  performance,  and  has 
drawn  it  up  with  knowledge,  judg¬ 
ment,  and  perfpicuity.  We  have, 
however,  forae  doubts,  whether  a 
very  complete  hiflory  of  Greece, 
and  efpecialy  fuch  an  one  as  fliall  in¬ 
clude  an  accurate,  copious,  and  phi- 
lofophical  view  of  the  progrefs  and 
efledts  of  the  Macedonian  empire, 
and  of  the  kingdoms  and  ftates  which 
took  their  rife  from  It,  and  were  af- 
terwaids  fwallowed  up  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  be  not  ftili  a  defideratum  in 
the  world  of  literature. 

The  44  Memoirs  of  Peter  Henry 
Bruce,  Efq.  a  Military  Officer  in 
the  Service  of  Pruffia,  R uffia,  and 
Great  Britain,”  cannot  be  palled 
over  without  much  commendation. 
In  accuracy  of  compofition  it  is  de¬ 
fective  :  and  the  defedt  is  rendered 
very  pardonable  by  the  author’s  pe¬ 
culiar  lit  nation.  He  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  though  he  was  edu¬ 
cated  among  his  relations  in  Scot¬ 


land,  he  was  called  lb  early  abroad 
again,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  acquire  a  corredt  knowledge  of 
the  Englifh  tongue.  His  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  it,  however,  was  fo  far 
increafed  by  his  relidence  in  this 
country  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  that  his  ftyle,  notwkh handings 
fome  grammatical  improprieties,  is 
eafy  and  natural,  and  does  not  read 
unpleafantly.  la  other  refpedts,. 
captain  Bruce’s  Memoirs  have  many 
claims  to  our  regard.  They  deferibe 
various  things  which  few  men  have 
had  equal  opportunities  of  knowing. 
His  account  of  czar  Peter  the  Great, 
of  the  emprefi  Catherine,  of  the 
events  they  were  concerned  in,  and 
the  countries  they  palled  through  in 
the  courfe  of  their  expeditions,  H 
equally  curious  and  authentic.  The 
work  throughout  is  uncommonly  en¬ 
tertaining,  abounding  with  pleafant 
anecdotes,  on  the  truth  of  which, 
as  we  are  allured  by  thole  who  knew 
captain  Bruce,  we  may  entirely  de¬ 
pend.  The  different  articles  vie  have 
extracted  from  the  book,  will  en¬ 
able  our  readers  to  form  a  general 
idea  of  its  contents  and  value. 

General  Lloyd’s  u  Continuation 
of  the  Hiflory  of  the  War  in  Ger¬ 
many  ”has  not  fallen  into  our  hands  „ 
and,  therefore,  we  can  fay  nothing 
concerning  it  upon  our  own  know¬ 
ledge.  The  former  volume,  we  are 
told,  has  been  well  received,  and  is 
deemed  a  valuable  publication.  The 
fecond  part  is  probably  entitled 
to  the  fame  eftimation.  If  we  are 
rightly  informed,  the  author  has  en¬ 
tered  much  into  difquifttions  which 
promife  to  be  more  entertaining  and 
ufeful  to  gentlemen  of  the  military 
profeflion  than  to  the  generality  of 
readers. 

We  are  forry  that  Mr.  Grme, 
who  is  fo  completely  acquainted 
with  what  relates  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  who  hath  heretofore  given  fuch 
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ample  proofs  of  It,  could  not  find 
leifure  or  inclination  to  extend  his 
views,  but  has  contented  himfelt 
with  publishing  “  Hiflorical  Frag¬ 
ments  of  the  Mogul  Empire  ;  of 
the  Morattoes,  and  of  the  Engliih 
Concerns  in  IndoHan,  from  the  Year 
1759.”  He  is,  however,  entitled 
to  our  gratitude  for  the  information 
which  is  here  communicated.  His 
account  of  Sevagi  is  particularly 
curious,  and  may  ferve  as  a  frefh 
proofj  that  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
extraordinary  perfons  have  arifen, 
many  of  whom  have  funk  into  ob¬ 
livion^  from  the  want  of  the  pen  of 
Hiftory  to  record  their  exploits. 

All  that  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve 
with  regard  to  the  44  Hiftory  of  the 
Tecond  Ten  Years  of  George  the 
third.  King  of  Great  Britain5’  is, 
that  fuch  compilations,  when  made 
With  due  ability  and  judgment,  are 
eonfiderably  ufeful  at  p refen t,  by 
recalling  important  events  to  me¬ 
mory,  and  that  they  pre ferve  the 
materials  which  will  affift  future  his¬ 
torians  in  compofing  thole  more  ela¬ 
borate  and  fi niflied  produftions  pof~ 
terity  may  expefh  This  utility  be¬ 
longs  to  the  performance  before  us, 
It  is  drawn  up  with  greater  mode¬ 
ration  than  appeared  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  publication  of  this  kind,  on 
which  account  it  may  be  fuppofed 
to  come  from  a  different  writer. 

Dr.  Burney’s  44  General  Hiftory 
of  Mufic,”  volume  the  Second,  is 
the  continuation  of  a  capital  work, 
irpon  a  very  p leafing  fubjedh  The 
Hiftories  of  particular  arts  and  fa¬ 
iences,  when  written  by  men  of  the 
fir  ft  ability  in  them,  are  eminently 
ufeful,  and  Can  riot  fail  of  being 
highly  acceptable  to  the  world. 
This  praife  undoubtedly  belongs  to 
the  book  in  queftion.  No  one  could 
be  more  completely  qualified  for  his 
undertaking  than  fir.  Burney.  He 
is  entire  mailer  of  the  Scientific  part 
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of  the  art  he  profeftes  ;  he  hath 
taken  immenfe  pains  in  colleding 
his  materials  ;  and  he  has  the  talent 
of  writing  with  perfpicuity  and  ele¬ 
gance,  Beiides  this,  he  has  adorned 
his  work  with  a  variety  of  circum¬ 
stances,  which  will  be  found  very 
entertaining  and  inftrudlive  to  polite 
readers  in  general,  as  well  as  to  the 
connoifieuts  in  mufic.  The  dodtor 
has  made  an  apology  for  having  been 
obliged  to  extend  his  deiign  to  an¬ 
other  volume  ;  but  for  this  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  he  Will  rather  receive  the 
thanks  than  the  cenfufe  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Cooke’s  44  Medallic  Hiftory 
of  Imperial  Rome  ;  from  the  firm 
Triumvirate,  under  Eornpey,  Crafi- 
fus,  and  Caefar,  to  the  removal  of 
the  imperial  Seat,  by  Conftantine 
the  Great, 55  was  printed  in  1781,  but 
happened  to  efcape  our  memory, 
though  we  were  by  no  means  ft  ran¬ 
gers  to  its  appearance.  The  fubiedl 
is  curious,  and  has  a  considerable 
degree  of  utility ;  but,  perhaps, 
not  all  the  utility  which  pro- 
fefied  connoifteurs  are  ready  to  ima¬ 
gine.  Medals  afford  various  objedh 
of  attention  to  the  hiftorian,  to  the 
antiquary,  and.  even  to  the  philofa- 
pher*.  Works  of  this  kind,  there¬ 
fore,  and  efpecially  when  accom¬ 
panied,  as  in  the  prefen t  cafe,  with 
accurate  and  well-executed  engrav¬ 
ings,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  Worthy  of  encourage¬ 
ment. 

Biographical  Knowledge  hath  re¬ 
ceived  very  valuable  acceffions  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year.  The  44  Bio- 
graphia  Dramatlca”,  which  muft  by 
no  means  be  omitted,  is  not  wholly 
a  new  work,  being  an  enlargement 
of  the  “  Companion  to  the  Play- 
Ho ufe5?,  written  by  Mr.  Erflrine 
Baker.  The  original  performance 
is  greatly  improved  w  paper,  type, 
a  P  2  and 
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and  fize,  as  well  as  in  more  import¬ 
ant  refpefls.  It  is,  indeed,  entitled 
to  a  large  portion  of  praife,  from 
the  corre&ion  of  errors,  from  the 
vail  addition  of  dramatical  produc¬ 
tions,  and  from  the  number  of  new 
lives.  It  is  now,  perhaps,  the  com¬ 
pleted:  book  of  the  kind  that  is 
extant  in  any  language.  For  the 
perfection  to  which  it  is  carried, 
the  world  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Reed, 
who  is  fo  well  known  for  his  accu- 
curate  and  extenlive  acquaintance 
with  Englifh  literature  in  general, 
and  with  dramatic  literature  in  par¬ 
ticular. 

The  lovers  and  the  writers  of  Bio¬ 
graphy  are  under  no  finall  obliga¬ 
tions  to  Mr.  Nichols,  for  his  u  Bio¬ 
graphical  and  Literary  Anecdotes  of 
William  Bowyer,  Printer,  and  of 
many  of  his  learned  Friends.”  This 
work,  behdes  giving  a  full  account 
of  Mr.  Bowyer,  contains  the  lives 
of  nearly  all  the  men  of  literature 
who  have  flourifhed  during  the  pre- 
fent  century.  It  is,  in  faff,  the 
hiftory  of  learning,  for  a  period  of 
more  than  feventy  years.  So  large 
a  body  of  Biographical  materials 
hath  not  been  colleffed  together  for 
a  long  time.  Mr.  Nichols  may  be 
confidered  as  the  Anthony  Wood  of 
the  age,  but  not  in  petulance  and 
bigotry.  It  is  only  in  the  excellen¬ 
cies  of  Wood  that  the  refemblance 
holds ;  in  diligence  of  colleffion, 
and  in  an  ardent  zeal  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  our  Englifh  writers. 

Mr.  Cumberland’s  “  Anecdotes 
of  eminent  Painters  in  Spain,  dur¬ 
ing  the  iixteenth  and  feventeenth 
Centuries,  with  curfory  Remarks 
upon  the  prefent  State  of  Arts  in 
that  Kingdom,”  may  be  confidered, 
upon  the  whole,  as  a  pleafing  per¬ 
formance.  It  will  afford  to  many 
readers  an  intelligence  that  is  almoft 
entirely  new.  Some,  however,  of 
she  Spanifh  painters  have  been  fo 


little  known  in  this  country,  and 
their  works  are  fo  inacceffible,  that 
the  account  of  them  cannot  be  very 
intereffino.  We  wifh  that  it  were 
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in  our  power  to  free  Mr.  Cumber¬ 
land  from  the  charge  of  affectation  ; 
but  it  is  apparent  in  various  in- 
fiances,  and  particularly  in  expreff- 
ing  the  names  of  perfons.  The 
defire  of  writing  them  as  the  Spa¬ 
niards  do  in  their  own  language,  is 
carried  to  a  ridiculous  excels ;  and 
fometimes,  to  common  readers,  in¬ 
volves  in  it  a  certain  degree  of  ob» 
fcurity.  The  pun&uation  of  the 
prefent  work  is  abominable.  That 
an  univerfity  man,  a  defcendant  of 
the  great  Cumberland  and  the  great¬ 
er  Bentley,  and  a  writer  again!! 
two  of  our  molt  illuflrious  prelates,  , 
fhould  not  be  capable  of  pointing 
his  compofitions  in  a  better  manner^ 
is  a  difkrace  to  his  literary  cha® 
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rafter. 

With  refpedl  to  {ingle  lives,  that 
of  Bifhop  Newton,  written  by  him- 
felf,  cannot  fail  of  affording  very 
confiderable  entertainment.  Thiss 
however,  will  not  arife  fo  much  from 
the  circumflances  that  relate  to  the 
good  prelate  alone,  as  from  what  he 
has  recorded  concerning  other  per* 
fons.  He  occaiionally  gives  ac¬ 
counts  of  feveral  of  his  learned 
friends ;  but  his  narration  is  ren¬ 
dered  chiefly  interefling  by  the  anec¬ 
dotes  he  hath  furnifhed  concerning 
his  grand  patron,  William  Pulteney, 
afterwards  earl  of  Bath,  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  diredlion  which  this  emi¬ 
nent  flatefman  took  in  the  change  of 
the  miniflry,  when  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole  was  obliged  to  quit  the  helm  of 
government.  In  various  parts  of 
Bifhop  Newton’s  ftory,  there  is 
fomething  of  garrulity,  and  fome- 
thing  of  prejudice,  both  civil  and 
religious :  but  defefls  of  this  kind,  if 
not  wholly  overlooked,  will,  at  leaf!, 
be  forgiven,  by  the  candid  reader. 
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In  Dr.  Gilbert  Thompfon’s  4‘  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Life,  and  a  View  of 
the  Character  of  the  late  Dr.  John. 
Fothergill,”  we  have  another  tefti- 
mony  to  the  remembrance  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  man,  and  an  eminent  phy- 
hcian.  This  account  was  drawn  up 
at  the  deiire  of  the  Medical  Society 
ot  London  ;  and,  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  luch  a  circum fiance,  is 
compofed  in  fomething  of  the  ela¬ 
borate  form  of  the  profeffed  eulo- 
gium.  We  do  not,  however,  mean 
to  intimate  that  the  praifes  are  car¬ 
ried  to  an  excefs,  nor  do  we  believe 
this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  Dr. 
Fothergill’s  memory  is  not  likely  to 
perilli  from  the  want  of  Biogra¬ 
phers  ;  for  a  copious  life  of  him  has 
juft  been  publilhed  by  Dr.  Lettfom. 

The  u  Biographical  Hiftory  of 
Sir  William  Blackftone”  is,  in  i'eve- 
ral  refpects,  a  curious  publication. 
The  author  has  taken  his  text  from 
Mr.  Clithero,  but  hath  enriched  it 
with  a  large  number  of  notes,  fome 
in  the  flyle  of  applaufe,  and  others 
in  the  way  of  ceniure.  He  hath 
given  a  catalogue  of  Sir  William 
Black  hone’s  works,  manufcript  as 
well  as  printed  ;  and  a  nomenclature 
of  We  if  min  iler  Hail,  from  1746  to 
1779;  including  a  chronology  of 
chancellors,  keepers,  and  commif- 
lioners  of  the  great-feal,  mailers  of 
the  rolls,  judges  of  both  benches, 
barons  of  the  exchequer,  attorneys 
and  folicirors  general,  king’s  fer- 
jeants  at  law,  king’s  counfel,  other 
ferjeants  at  law,  and  recorders  of 
the  city  of  London,  during  that 
period.  Two  indexes  are  added, 
very  copious,  very  formal,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  without  their  utility,  but, 
perhaps,  too  large  for  the  occaiion. 
This  work  we  imagine  to  have  been 
written  by  fome  old  barriiler,  who 
has  (pent  his  life  more  in  his  ftudy 
than  in  the  world.  His  flyle  is 
iVrongly  tinCfured  with  the  pedantry 
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of  legal  antiquity.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  is  a  fhrewd  and  farcallic 
obferver  of  men  and  things,  and, 
in  the  feverity  of  his  remarks,  has 
not  ipared  fome  perfons  of  high 
flation  and  eminent  ability  in  the 
magi  ft  racy  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Nichols’s  4(1  Biographical 
Anecdotes  of  William  Hogarth, 
which  we  mentioned  laft  year,  are 
fo  enlarged  in  a  lecond  edition,  that 
the  performance  may  be  conftdered. 
as  in  a  great  meafure  new.  Every 
thing  feems  now  to  be  collected  to¬ 
gether,  that  can  fatisfy  the  moft 
eager  appetite  with  regard  to  the 
life  and  works  of  this  humorous, 
dramatic,  and  moral  painter. 

Under  the  Head  of  Antiquities, 
Dr.  Burney,  whom  we  have  lpoken 
of  in  the  article  of  Hiftory,  mull 
again  be  recorded,  and  with  parti¬ 
cular  applaufe.  His  refearches  have 
been  deep,  and  fome  of  his  difco- 
veries  are  uncommonly  curious.  He 
hath,  indeed,  difplayed  a  moil  laud* 
able  induftry  in  bringing  to  light 
whatever  related  to  his  fubjedl ;  and 
antiquaries,  as  well  as  polite  fcho- 
lars  and  the  lovers  of  mulic,  will 
deem  themfelves  not  a  little  indebted 
to  his  labours. 

From  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
whofe  reputation  is  juftly  upon  the 
increafe,  hath  appeared  another  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Archceologia.  The 
volume  now  printed  is  the  fixth,  and 
it  is  not  inferior  to  thole  which  pre¬ 
ceded  it.  Tii ere  are  fcarcely  any  of 
the  articles  but  what  convey  fome 
inftruftion,  and  feveral  of  them  are 
curious  and  entertaining.  The  ftudy 
of  antiquities  is  now  much  profe- 
cuted,  and  in  many  cafes  with  great 
advantage.  When  puriued  with  a 
philofophical  fpirit,  it  tends  to  pro¬ 
mote  our  acquaintance  with  cuftoms 
and  manners,  and  to  enlarge  our 
knowledge  of  human  nature.  Such 
7  a  wife 
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a  wife  and  liberal  fpirit  of  refearch 
into  pad;  ages,  will,  we  hope,  more 
and  more  pervade  our  antiquaries  ; 
for  it  mud  be  allowed  that,  in  fome 
i  n  fiances,  there  is  dill  room  fof 
improvement. 

Among  tpe  papers  contained  in 
the  ftxth  volume  of  the  Archaeo- 
logia,  there  is  none  which  is  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  Mr.  King’s  Sequel  to  his 
Obfervations  on  Ancient  Caftles. 
This  fequel,  and  fhe  remarks  for¬ 
merly  publi filed,  he  has  now  printed 
in  a  feparate  volume,  with  the  do¬ 
nation  of  which  he  has  favoured  a 
number  of  his  friends.  The  whole 
forms  the  completed  treatife  ex¬ 
tant  of  the  different  manner  and 
purpofes  of  building  caftles,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods.  Nor  is  the  work 
■valuable  alone  as  an  antiquarian  pro¬ 
duction,  but  as  throwingmuch  light 
on  the  character  and  manners  of 
former  times.  The  learned  World 
is  not  a  little  obliged  to  Mr.  King, 
both  for  the  immenfe  pains  he  has 
taken,  and  the  large  expence  he  muft 
have  incurred,  in  aceompUflupg  his 
defign. 

Of  the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Nafh’s 

Collections  for  the  Hifiory  of 
Worcefterihire”  We  have  heretofore 
fpoken.  The  fecond  volume  is  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  equal  diligence  and 
fuccefs,  and  deierves  equal  appro¬ 
bation.  We  rejoice  to  fee  the  gra¬ 
dual  progrefs  of  county  hiftories. 
They  comprehend  Rich  a  number 
of  curious  and  ufeful  fubjeCts,  that 
we  hope  they  will  in  time  be  ex¬ 
tended  through  all  the  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  manner  in  which 
they  arc  written  is  a  point  of  great 
cx>nfequence.  '  They  ftiould,  ifpof- 
fible,  unite  the  talents  of  the  anti¬ 
quary,  the  naturaiift,  the  hiftorian, 
and  the  biographer  ;  and  it  is  only 
fuch  a  junction  of  abilities  that  can 
railc  them  to  their  full  perfection. 
The  accounts  which  Dr,  Nafli  has 

.i  S  *>  i  •  v  »  s  > .  V  i  ill 


given  of  George  Lord  Lyttelton^ 
Mr.  Shenftone,  and  other  ingenious 
and  eminent  irfen  who  flouri  fired  m 
Worcefterfhire,  conftitute  pleaftng 
ornaments  to  his  work. 

Mr.  Hutton,  in  his  “  Hiftory  of 
Birmingham,”  hath  endeavoured  to 
do  juftice  to  a  town  which,  in  va¬ 
rious  refpeCts,  is  worthy  of  notice. 
The  manufactures  of  this  place,  and 
its  aftonifhing  increafe  in  popula¬ 
tion,  buildings,  and  wealth,  are  well 
known,  and  render  it  an  important 
objeCt  in  a  view  of  the  prefent  ft  ate 
of  England,  But  we  were  not  in¬ 
formed  before  that  Birmingham  had 
a  claim  to  a  remote  antiquity.  This, 
however,  is  afferted  by  Mr,  Hutton,, 
and  he  hath  fupporred  his  affertion. 
by  a  variety  of  arguments, 

Mr.  Pownal,  in  his  u  Treatife  on 
the  Study  of  Antiquities,  as  thq 
Commentary  to  Hiftorical  Learn¬ 
ing,”  aims  at  great  things.  His  de¬ 
fign  is  to  throw  light  on  the  moll 
early  ages,  to  explain  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  nations,  the  principles 
and  derivation  of  languages,  and  tq 
trace  hiftory  to  its  remote!!  fources. 
The  author’s  objeCt  is  fo  magni¬ 
ficent,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
difficult,  that,  notwithftanding  his 
ingenuity  and  abilities,  we  muft  bq 
permitted  to  exprefs  our  doubts  whe¬ 
ther  he  will  be  capable  of  accom- 
plifhing  his  purpofe.  If  there  were 
lefs  affeClation,  and  mere  perfpicu- 
ity,  in  his  ftyle,  it  would  be  an  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  work.  The  book  is 
not  deftitute  of  curious  and  ufeful 
information,  and  there  are  various 
things  in  it  which  yvill  excite  the 
fpeculation  both  of  the  antiquary 
and  the  philofopher. 

Mr.  Pegge’s  “  Curialia,  or  an 
Hifiorical  Account  of  forne  Branches 
of  the  Royal  Houfehold,”  will  af¬ 
ford  amufement  to  the  lovers  of 
antiquity.  The  fubjeCts  he  hath 
treated  of?  which  are,  “  The  obfo- 
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fete  Office  of  the  Squires  of  the 
King’s  Body,”  and  44  The  original 
Nature,  Duty,  Sic.  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  King’s  mod  honourable 
Privy  Chamber,”  are  not  very  im¬ 
portant.  The  author  was  probably 
led  to  them  by  his  own  iituation, 
which  is  that  of  groom  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  privy  chamber;  and  he  hath 
mani felled  great  knowledge  of  the 
ancient  date  of  the  Englilh  court. 
We  apprehend  that  he  is  foa  to  our 
old  literary  acquaintance,  (we  mean 
not  fo  much  perfonally  as  by  his 
writings)  the  Reverend  Samuel 
Pegge,  M.  A.  of  Whittington,  Der- 
by  {hire,  who  is  fo  greatly  didinguHh- 
ed  by  his  antiquarian  purfuits ;  who 
appeared  for  many  years  in  the 
Gentleman’s  Magazine,  under  the 
fignature  of  Paul  Gemfege  ;  and 
who  hath  made  a  very  relpedtable 
figure  in  the  feveral  volumes  of  the 
Archaeologia. 

Mr.  Nichols  makes  a  rapid  pro- 
•  grefs  with  his  44  Bibliotheca  Topo- 
graphica  Britannica,”  various  num¬ 
bers  of  which  were  publifhed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year.  Though  we 
have  read  mod  of  them,  yet  not 
happening  to  have  them  at  hand  in 
the  moment  of  compaction,  we  can¬ 
not  exadlly  fpecify  the  articles  of 
1782.  If  we  recollect  rightly,  they 
are  the  44  Hidory  of  Aberdeen;” 
44  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  Hawkf- 
wood  44  The  Hiftroy  of  the  Royal 
Hofpital  and  Collegiate  Churchof  St. 
Katherine  near  the  Tower  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;”  44  Antiquities  in  Kent,  hi¬ 
therto  undeferibed,  by  John  Phorpe, 
Efq.  of  Bexley  The  Hillory  oi 
Hinckley  in  the  county  of  Leicef- 
ter  and  44  Collections  towards  the 
Hidory  and  Antiquities  of  Bediord- 
fnire.”  The  account  of  Hinckley 
is  written  by  Mr.  Nichols  himleli, 
and  contains,  among  other  things,  a 
very  confiderable  portion  of  biogra¬ 
phical  information 9  Yv  e  believe  that 


the  two  eminent  antiquaries,  Dr, 
Du  car  el  and  Mr.  Gough,  have  the 
principal  direction  ot  the  Bibliotheca 
I  opographica  Britannica.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  their  names  will  dand  dif- 
tinguifned  among  the  articles  of 
1783.  From  the  frequency  and  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  numbers,  and  from 
the  fubjecls  of  them  not  being  fuited 
to  all  kinds  of  readers,  we  have 
fometimes  been  anxious  led  the  edi¬ 
tor  fnould  be  a  fufferer  by  the  un¬ 
dertaking.  If  this  be  not  the  cafe, 
and  we  know  not  that  it  is,  it  will 
give  us  much  pieafurethat  there  is  a 
fpirit  in  the  public  to  encourage 
every  laudable  defign. 

Mr.  Pennant,  whom  we  have 
more  than  once  had  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  under  the  Head  of  Travels, 
dill  continues  his  publications  of 
this  kind.  The  work  of  1782  is 
44  A  Journey  from  Cheder  to  Lon¬ 
don.”  From  fame  eircumdances,  it 
is  not  quite  fo  intereding  as  feveral 
of  the  author’s  former  tours.  He 
hath  contrived,  however,  to  render 
it  more  entertaining  than  would  be 
expended  by  thofe  who  have  travelled 
the  fame  road.  It  is  not;  inferior  in 
compodtion  to  what  has  been  here¬ 
tofore  publifhed;  but  perhaps  Mr* 
Pennant  has  carried  the  affair  oi 
tours  and  journeys  to  a  fufficient 
extent.  There  is  a  limit  in  things 
which  ought  not  to  be  palled  ;  and 
we  are  unwilling  to  believe  that  our 
author,  in  confequence  of  the  luc- 
cefs  of  his  writings  of  this  fort,  has 
been  induced  to  multiply  them  from 
pecuniary  views.  It  is  to  he  hoped 
that  the  fecond  part  of  his  journey 
to  Wales  will  dole  his  labours  as  a 
traveller. 

Ellis’s  44  Authentic  Narrative  of 
the  Voyage  performed  by  Captain 
Cook  and  Captain  Clerke,”  is  an¬ 
other  of  the  publications  which  have 
preceded  the  account  that  is  expert?  d 
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to  come  from  Captain  Cook’s  own 
papers,  and  to  have  all  the  advant¬ 
age  of  fplendid  plates  and  fpecifie 
authority.  The  compofition  of  Mr. 
Ellis’s  book  is  fomewhat  heavy  ;  but 
there  can  be  nodopbt  with  refpedt  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  narration,  nor 
are  the  engravings  badly  executed. 
Many  readers,  therefore,  whole  pa¬ 
tience  cannot  hold  out  till  the  capital 
work  dial!  appear,  or  who  may  wifh 
to  have  their  curiofity  gratified  at  a 
fmaller  expence,  will  be  glad  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  information  here  commu¬ 
nicated. 

The  4C  Travels  in  Europe,  Ada, 
and  Africa,”  are  written  by  a  man 
of  ability  and  fpirit ;  and  we  may 
add  that  his  dridtures  are  not  qua¬ 
lified  by  an  over-abundance  of  mo* 
deffy.  The  author  propofes  his 
fchemes  with  boldnefs,  and  indulges 
his  rededfions  without  redraint.  tie 
gives  way,  likewife,  to  many  fatidi¬ 
cal  remarks,  in  his  accounts  of 
things  and  perfons  in  the  Ealf  In¬ 
dies.  His  manner  of  writing  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  entertaining  ;  but  what 
degree  of  credit  is  to  be  given  to 
him  we  are  not  able  to  fay.  It  mud 
be  acknowledged  by  us,  that  we 
have  read  thefe  Travels  with  fome 
degree  of  hefitation  and  fufpicion  ; 
which  difpofitions  have  been  iii- 
creafed  by  the  obfervations  made 
upon  the  work  by  a  Mr.  Price,  who, 
at  the  fame  time,  is  by  no  means 
deftitute  of  prejudice  and  paffion  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  quedion. 

The  “  Travelling  Anecdotes 
through  various  Parts  of  Europe,” 
feem  to  be  drawn  up  rather  in  a  de~ 
fultory  manner  ;  but  fome  fadfs  are 
contained  in  them  which  are  not 
void  of  entertainment. 

Mr.  Tooke’s  44  Ruflia”  is  now 
completed  by  the  publication  of  the 
third  and  fourth  volumes.  This  is 
an  authentic  work,  and  it  gives  a 
good  account  of  the  various  nations 
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and  tribes  which  compofe  the  vaffi 
extent  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  1  he 
author’s  mode  of  compofition  is 
fomething  dry  and  unentertaining  ; 
and  he  has  introduced  his  perform¬ 
ance  nakedly  into  the  world,  with¬ 
out  preface,  or  any  of  the  cu  .lomary 
preparations.  It  would  not  have 
been  a  difadvantage,  it  he  had  more 
particularly  explained  the  fources  of 
his  intelligence'. 

Captain  Bruce’s  Memoirs  might 
have  been  mentioned  under  the  pre- 
fent  article,  as  well  as  under  the  head 
of  Hiftory  ;  for  they  afford  mdrudt- 
ive  deicripticms  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  feveral  nations  and 
countries  to  which  he  accompanied 
the  czar  Peter  in  his  expeditions, 
or  to  which  the  captain  was  fent  by 
the  command  of  that  emperor. 

The  mod  intereding  book  of  the 
kind  we  are  fpeaking  of,  that  hath 
been  published  during  the  year,  is 
*4  the  American  Farmer’s  Letters.” 
Who  this  Thomas  Hedlor  St.  John 
is,  by  whom,  in  the  title  page,  the 
work  is  laid  to  have  been  written, 
hath  been  matter  of  fedulous  en¬ 
quiry.  That  the  author  is  a  real 
Scotchman  of  that  name,  has  been 
very  little,  if  at  all  believed.  It 
has  been  afferted  that  he  is  a  French¬ 
man,  of  Scotch  defcent,  which,  per¬ 
haps,  is  the  more  probable  opinion  ; 
though  many  have  doubted  whether 
any  fuch  perfon  exifls.  Flowever 
the  cafe  may  be,  it  does  not  affedt 
the  merit  of  the  performance,  which 
is  of  the  fir fl  order,  unlefs  we  fhould 
apprehend  it  to  be  fomewhat  too 
diffufe.  On  the  whole,  it  exhibits 
a  mod  intereding  view  of  the  fitu- 
ations,  manners,  and  cudoms  of  an 
American  Farmer,  and  of  the  date 
of  things  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  vivacity  and’  earnednefs  with 
which  the  book  is  drawn  up  are  ad¬ 
mirable  ;  its  deicriptions  are  beau¬ 
tiful  and  driking  in  the  bighed  de¬ 
gree* 
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gree,  and  they  powerfully  touch  the 
heart.  Some  European  pen  may 
have  a  {lifted  in  giving  poliffi  to  the 
compofition  ;  but  the  materials  mu  ft 
have  been  derived  from  one  who  is 
well  ac  (minted  with  the  country. 
At  the  fame  time,  we  cannot  pretend 
to  afcertain  how  far  fiXion  and  truth 
may  have  been  blended  together. 
The  parrs  of  the  work  which  have 
made  the  greateft  impreflion  upon 
us,  are,  the  letter  in  anfwer  to  the 
queftion,  what  is  an  American  ?  the 
hiftory  of  Andrew  the  Hebridian  ; 
and  the  account  of  Nantucket. 

We  fcarcely  dare  venture  to 
launch  into  the  Sea  of  Politics,  as 
it  is  difficult  to  know  how  far  we 
may  be  carried.  It  will  be  our  en¬ 
deavour  not  to  advance  widely  into 
it,  but  to  content  ourfelves  with 
touching  at  a  few  places.  Laying 
afide  figurative  language,  it  is  our 
purpofe  only  to  mention  fome  of  the 
performances  of  this  kind  ;  and  if 
We  ffiould  be  found  to  omit  others, 
which  the  authors,  their  friends,  or 
the  public  (hall  deem  equally  worthy 
©f  notice,  we  hope  to  be  forgiven,  as 
©ur  fault  will  be  merely  the  refult 
©r  accident  or  ignorance,  and  not  of 
defigti. 

The  conteft  with  America  mu  ft  of 
courfe  occupy  our  principal  atten¬ 
tion.  “  The  intereft  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  with  regard  to  her  American 
Colonies,  confidered,”  is  by  a  maf- 
teriy  hand,  Mr,  James  Anderfon, 
the  author  of  Obfervations  on  the 
Means  of  exciting  a  Spirit  of  Na¬ 
tional  Induftry.  Though  we  admire 
the  ingenuity  and  ability  ol  the 
writer,  we  think  that  lome  of  his 
pofitions  are  rather  problematical. 
It  may  be  a  matter  of  coniolation  to 
us  under  the  lofs  of  America,  to 
perfuade  ourfelves,  with  Mr.  An¬ 
derfon,  that  the  colonies  nave  been 
a  detriment  to  the  parent  country. 
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He  is  certainly  right  in  afferting, 
that  induftry  and  population,  in  a 
fmall  territory,  are  vaftly  preferable 
to  the  poifeffion  of  large  tradfs  of 
land  thinly  peopled  ;  and  it  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  wife  to  excite  the  nation 
to  a  vigorous  exertion  of  all  the 
methods  of  internal  improvement. 
Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
refpeX  ;  and  we  cannot  but  wiffi  for 
that  rational  policy  in  our  rulers 
which  may  direX  and  encourage  the 
Englifti  to  cultivate  every  mode  of 
promoting  dorneftic  ftrength,  riches, 
and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Pownall’s  44  Two  Memo¬ 
rials55  relate,  likewife,  to  the  conteft 
with  America,  They  were  not  in¬ 
tended  for  publication,  but  to  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  being  declined  by  the  admi- 
niftration  of  which  lord  North  was 
at  the  head,  the  author  thought  pro- 
per  ro  commit  them  to  the  prefs. 
Governor  Pownal’s  views  upon  the 
American  queftion  have  always  been 
wife  and  liberal. 

44  Fabricius’s  Letters, though 
written  with  ability,  we  do  not  men¬ 
tion  with  approbation,  becaufe  we  to¬ 
tally  difagreed  with  the  purpofe  of  the 
writer.  His  object  was  to  encourage 
the  nation  in  ftill  carrying  on  an  of- 
fenlive  war  in  America,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difafters  we  had  buffered 
in  that  country,  ft  he  voice  of  the 
people  wifely  called  for  a  different 
conduX.  If  we  be  not  miftaken, 
the  author  of  thefe  letters  is  a  cele¬ 
brated  American  refugee,  whofe  con¬ 
fident  mifreprefentations  contributed 
to  p  rot  raft  the  war,  and  to  heighten 
the  misfortunes  of  Great  Britain. 

With  the  next  writer  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  by  us  we  heartily  concur. 
Mr.  Day,  in  his  44  Reflexions  upon 
the  prelent  State  of  England,  and 
the  Independence  of  America,”  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
his  countrymen  for  acceding  to  that 

event, 


*34 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE, 


event,  and  to  fhevv  the  good  effe&s 
that  would  arife  from  putting  an 
end,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  to  a  vain 
and  fruitlefs  conteft,  and  from  mak¬ 
ing  the  mod  liberal  concellions  to 
the  Americans,  Happily,  though 
not  fo  fpeedily  as  could  have  been 
wjflied,  the  nation  in  general  hath, 
at  length,  adopted  our  author’s  fen- 
timents,  Mr.  Day  has  treated  the 
fubjedl  with  diftinguifhed  ability  ; 
and  the  kingdom  is  indebted  to  him 
for  his  valuable  labours  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty  and  found  policy. 

The  Abbe  Raynal,  in  his u  Hiftory 
of  the  Revolution  of  America,  ”com- 
mitted  feveral  midakes  in  point  both 
of  reafonino;  and  fabh  1'hefe  have 
pccafioncd  a  letter  to  him,  by  Mr, 
Thomas  Payne,  the  celebrated  au¬ 
thor  of  “  Common  Senfe,”  and 
other  publications.  This  great  Ame¬ 
rican  champion  has  controverted  the 
Abbe’s  petitions  with  much  drengt’n 
of  reafon  and  language.  Some  of 
the  faffs  related  by  Mr.  Payne  are 
fmgularly  curious,  and  elpecially 
the  account  he  has  given  of  the  turn 
which  affairs  took  in  favour  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  at  the  time  of  the  action  at 
Trenton. 

With  refpebt  to  queftions  of  more 
general  policy,  Mr.  Chalmers’s  u  E- 
dimate  of  the  comparative  Strength 
of  Britain  during  the  pyefent  and 
four  preceding  Reigns,  and  of  the 
Lodes  of  her  Trade  from  every  War 
fince  the  Revolution,”  mud  be  men¬ 
tioned  with  peculiar  didindlion.  The 
author  is  not  one  of  thofe  who  views 
the  date  of  the  public  in  a  gloomy 
light.  On  the  contrary,  he  holds 
out  to  us  many  topics  of  confolation, 
and  many  fources  of  encourage¬ 
ment  ;  and,  in  the  profecution  of 
his  delign,  he  hath  dated  a  variety 
of  important  and  intereding  fabis. 
Indeed,  much  political  and  com¬ 
mercial  knowledge  is  difplayed  in 
this  treatife ;  and,  without  an  i  we  dug 


for  every  pofition  or  conclusion  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  we  cannot  avoid  regard¬ 
ing  it  as  a  very  ufeful  performance. 
What  Mr.  Chalmers  has  advanced 
upon  the  fubjebt  of  the  population 
of  the  kingdom,  in  oppodtion  to 
Dr.  Price,  hath  drengthened  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Wales  and  Mr, 
Howlett,  and  infpired  us  with  a  far¬ 
ther  hope  that  the  idea  of  a  decreafe 
in  the  number  of  our  people  was 
not  fo  well  founded  as  we  were  afraid 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend, 

46  The  Second  Part  of  the  Hidory 
of  Lord  North’s  Adminidration,” 
by  the  author  of  the  Fird,  is  chiefly 
valuable  as  it  will  call  events  to  me¬ 
mory  at  prefent,  and  may  help  to 
furnifh  authentic  materials  to  future 
writers.  We  have  made  the  fame 
remark  on  a  former  occafion.  The 
compodtion  of  the  work  in  quedion 
is  not  very  driking  ;  but  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  with  perfpicuity,  and  the  ac¬ 
count  it  gives  of  the  national  affairs 
is  candid  and  difpaffionate. 

Two  pamphlets  by  the  Earl  of 
Stair,  entitled  “  Facts  and  their 
Confequences,”  and  the  “  State  of 
the  public  Debts,  and  of  the  annual 
Intered  and  Benefits  paid  for  them,” 
we  are  principally  induced  to  men¬ 
tion  from  a  regard  to  the  dignity  of 
the  author,  and  the  uprightnefs  of 
his  intentions.  The  noble  writer’s 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  country 
is  highly  laudable ;  his  principles 
are  juft ;  and  we  entirely  concur 
with  him  in  his  difapprobation  of 
the  late  meafures.  We  could  have 
wifhedthat  his  information  and  judg¬ 
ment  were  as  eminent  as  his  inte¬ 
grity  ;  and  particularly,  that  he  had 
been  equal  to  the  accuracy  and  nice¬ 
ty  of  calculations  in  fubjebls  fo  im¬ 
portant  as  thofe  which  he  has  did 
cuffed, 

Mr.  Sinclair’s  a  Thoughts  on  the 
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Naval  Strength  of  Great  Britain,” 
in  two  parts,  merit  the  attention  of 

every 
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<pyery  lover  of  bis  country,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  purpofe  for  which 
they  were  written,  but  from  the  im¬ 
portant  inftrudion  contained  in 
them.  The  whole  cpnflitutes  a 
truly  patriotic  performance,  wherein 
the  author  (hews  a  very  comp  rehen- 
five  knowledge  of  the  fubjed,  and 
of  the  fources  from  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  navy  is  capable  of  being  in- 
creafed.  Mr.  Sinclair  is  a  young 
.member  of  parliament,  who  em¬ 
ploys  his  time  in  a  manner  equally 
wife  and  honourable.  It  is  his  am¬ 
bition  to  obtain  as  large  an  acquaint- 
apce  as  poffibie  with  parliamentary 
and  national  objeds  5  and  there  are 
feveral  xnffanees  in  which  this  diipo- 
fition  hath  been  laudably  diiplayed 
by  him  to  the  public. 

Sir  William  Jones’s  44  Speech  to 
the  alfembled  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Micldlefex  and  Surrey 
the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
fter,”  is  an  animated  declamation  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  in  fupport 
of  an  enlarged  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  In  whatever  concerns  the 
rights  and  privileges  or  his  fellovv- 
fubjeds  this  gentleman  hath  always 
been  ready  £0  take  a  zealous  and  ac¬ 
tive  part.  During  the  courfe  of  the 
year,  he  wrote,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Comljtutional  Society,  of  which  he 
is  a  membqr,  a  fmall  trad',  under 
the  title  of  44  A  Dialogue  between 
a  Scholar  and  a  Peafant,55  the  pur¬ 
port  qf  which  was  to  knew,  among 
other  things,  that  every  Englishman 
was  authorized  to  have  arms  in  his 
houfe,  for  his  own  defence,  and  to 
gid  the  civil  power  m  any  feafon  of 
peceffity.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
dodrine  advanced  by  him  but  what 
was  a  puff  confequence  from  the  po¬ 
ll  t  ions  he  had  fb  ably,  and,  j n  qm 
opinion,  fo  unanfwerably  maintain¬ 
ed,  in  his  celebrated  pamphlet  con¬ 
cerning  the  legal  mode  of  luppreffing 
riots.  A  Let,  however,  oi  countiy 


Tquires  in  North  Wales,  In  the  pie* 
nitude  of  their  wifdom  and  loyal  tig 
entertained  a  different  fentimenw 
The  Dialogue  having  been  reprinted 
by  Mr.  Shipley,  the  Dean  of  St. 
Afaph,  a  bill  of  indidment  was 
found  againft  the  Dean  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Denbighfhire, 
and  a  prolecution  commenced  againft 
him,  under  the  influence  of  the  high 
the  riff  of  the  county,  as  the  publilh- 
er  of  a  feditious  libel.  The  trial, 
>vhich  is  of  the  fir  ft  confequence  with 
refped  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed, 
has  not  yet  taken  place  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  it  will  belong  to  another  year 
to  relate  the  progrefs  and  iffue  of 
the  affair. 

The  trad,  entitled,  iC  Charaders 
of  Parties  in  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment,”  merited,  in  our  apprehem* 
fion,  more  regard  than  was  paid  to 
it  either  by  the  periodical  critics  or 
by  the  public.  The  writer  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  man  of  diftmguiihed  abi¬ 
lities,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  this  country.  Plis  de¬ 
lineation  of  the  more  ancient  ftate 
of  our  government  is  iiillrudive, 
though,  perhaps,  not  new  to  thofe 
who  "are  deeply  converfant  in  the 
fubjed.  In  what  he  fays  concern- 
ing  our  more  recent  diviiions,  there 
are  many  important  and  ufeful  ob- 
fervatio.ns  ;  but  he  is  not  in  every 
refped  ftridly  accurate.  The  rea- 
fon  of  our  author’s  failing  in  fome 
points  we  fuppofe  muff  arife  from 
his  having  reftded  at  a  great  di fiance 
from  London,  which  circumffance 
precluded  him  from  marking  thofe 
little  fhades  of  difference  with  refped 
to  our  political  di  find  ions  which 
can  only  be  learned  m  or  neat  the 

metropolis.  ^  .  . 

The  changes  of  adminiftration  m 
1782,  could  not  fail  of  giving  occa- 
fion  to  a  variety  of  publications. 
Among  thefe,  the  44  Account  of  the 

Views  and  Principles  of  that  Con- 
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sieftion  of  Whig's,  commonly  called 
the  Rockingham  Party,”  is  a  candid 
and  well  written  pamphlet  in  favour 
of  that  party.  The  Kockingham- 
Ites,  whole  integrity,  efpeciaily  un¬ 
der  their  late  noble  leader,  obtained 
much  of  the  confidence  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  may  be  conlidered  as  the  fuc- 
ceflors  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
and  thofe  other  noblemen  and  sren- 

u 

tlemen  by  whom  the  ad  mini  ft  rati  on 
of  public  affairs  was  chiefly  direfted, 
under  the  reigns  of  the  two  fir  ft 
princes  of  the  Brunfwic  line.  They 
may  be  called  the  party  of  the  mo¬ 
derate  whigs,  being  zealous  main- 
tamers  of  the  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  and  fteadily  attached  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  but  no  violent 
advocates  for  any  great  reforms  or 
meliorations  of  the  conftitutioii.  Of 
late,  indeed,  they  have  been  in¬ 
duced,  in  the  ardour  of  oppofition, 
to  contend  for  reftraints  on  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  crown  ;  and  they  obtained 
two  or  three  afts  to  that  purpofe, 
upon  their  coming  into  govern¬ 
ment.  But  they  are  no  friends  to 
important  alterations  ;  and,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  they  are  hoftile  to  that  grand 
defideratum,  without  which  other 
things  will  be  of  little  eft  eft,  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
and  a  Ihofter  duration  of  parlia¬ 
ments. 

The  traft,  entitled  u  A  Defence 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  from  the  Reproaches 
of  his  numerous  Enemies,  in  a  Let¬ 
ter  to  Sir  George  Savilie,”  is  a  fe- 
vere  ironical  attack  upon  that  noble¬ 
man.  The  true  caufe  of  offence  un¬ 
doubtedly  was,  his  having  accepted 
the  poft  of  fir  ft  comtniffioner  of  the 
trealury,  after  the  deceafe  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham.  The  ma¬ 
lignity  with  which  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne  is  treated  in  this  performance, 
is  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of 
wantonaeftu  How  far  feveral  of  the 


charges  may  be  juft,  or  whether 
they  be  juft  at  all,  we  are  not  able 
to  fay  ;  but  fuch  violence  of  refpnt- 
raent  has  not  much  of  the  femblance 
of  truth.  The  pamphlet  is  written 
with  ability  and  fpirit,  though  with 
an  inequality  of  compofttion  that 
renders  fome  parts  of  it  inferior  to 
the  reft,  and  which  feems  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  more  hands  than  one  were 
concerned  in  its  fabrication. 

This  piece  produced  a  real  de¬ 
fence  of  lord  Shelburne,  drawn  up 
with  conftderable  torce,  and  which 
abfolutely  denied  the  fafts  that  had 
been  afferted  in  the  preceding  per¬ 
formance.  We  believe,  however, 
that  the  tract  we  are  now  fpeaking 
of  did  not  excite  much  attention  ; 
and,  indeed,  no  extraordinary  me¬ 
thods  were  ufed  to  bring  it  into  pub¬ 
lic  notice.  It  was  not  repeatedly  ad- 
vertifed  ;  it  had  not  the  advantage 
of  being  fold  by  any  popular  book- 
feller  ;  and,  more  than  all,  pane¬ 
gyric  and  even  juft  vindication  of 
charafter  are  never  fo  acceptable  as 
fatire. 

Various  other  publications  have 
appeared  from  the  Foxites  and  the 
Shelburnites,  fome  written  with, 
more  and  fome  with  lefs  abilitv  : 

w  * 

but  we  (hall  not  take  up  the  time  of 
our  readers  in  fpecifying  them  dif- 
tinftly.  Such  things  are  only  the 
produce  of  the  day,  applauded  or 
execrated  for  a  little  while,  as  the 
fentiments,  pafiions,  and  prejudices 
of  men  incline  them,  and  then  con- 
figned  to  oblivion.  A  particular 
detail  of  them  cannot  deferve  a  place 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  literature  of  a 
nation. 

Certain  diftinft  objefts  of  policy 
have  continued  to  be  debated  during 
the  courfe  of  the  year.  The  quef- 
tion  concerning  the  propriety  of  the 
exportation  of  wool,  has  been  agi¬ 
tated  in  a  few  pamphlets beftdes  thofe 
which  were  publifhed  in  1781.  Th& 

coru 
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controverfy,  fince  the  peace,  is  be¬ 
come  of  little  importance.  That 
kind  oi  wool  which  was  affebled  by 
the  war  having  greatly  arifen  in 
price,  the  growers  will  no  longer 
have  a  motive  to  folicit  legillature 
for  the  permiffion  of  fending  it  un¬ 
wrought  abroad  ;  a  thing  that  in  it- 
ielf  can  never  be  e deemed  deferable  ; 
though  how  far  any  reftraints  on 
trade  in  general  may  be  right,  is 
undoubtedly  an  objedf  of  ferrous 
enquiry. 

The  date  of  things  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  has  been  an  interefting  fub- 
iebf  of  difcuffion.  We  fhall  men¬ 
tion,  how7ever,  only  two  publications 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  that  part  of 
the  world  ;  Mr.  Haftings's  44  Nar¬ 
rative  of  the  late  Tranfidtions  at 
Benares,”  and  Mr.  Parker’s  44  Evi¬ 
dence  of  our  Tranfabtions  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.”  The  firft  of  thefe 
performances,  as  coming  from  Mr. 
Haftings  himfelf,  cannot  but  be  en¬ 
titled  to  regard.  His  defign  is  to 
vindicate  his  conduct  in  difplacing 
Cheit  Sing,  the  hereditary  chief  of 
Benares  ;  and  he  folemnly  aflerts 
the  integrity  with  which  he  abted  in 
that  matter.  He  had  the  full  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  council  of  Fort 
William  in  the  meafure  which  he 
purfued.  From  all  the  information 
that  we  have  been  able  to  colledf, 
,;a  general  opinion  prevails  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  uprightnefs  of  Mr. 
Haftings’s  views  ;  but  whether  he 
may  not,  in  fome  inftances,  have 
exercifed  too  large  difcrationary 
powers,  is,  perhaps,  a  queftion  oi 
more  difficult  determination.  Mr. 
Parker’s  44  Evidence  of  our  Tranf- 
u diions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,”  is  an 
elaborate  Work,  in  which  he  mi¬ 
nutely  difplays  the  enormous  be¬ 
haviour  of  our  countrymen.  He 
reprobates  the  principles  which  have 
arcuated  the  proceedings  of  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  company,  and  (hews 
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that  the  EngTifh  in  Hindoftan  have 
been  guilty  of  the  moil  wanton  op- 
preffions,  and  the  moft  open  and 
flagitious  cruelties.  It  fills  us  with 
deep  concern,  that  the  truth  of  thefe 
things  ftiould  be  Purported  by  proofs 
of  io  convincing  and  powerful  a 
nature.  Even  if  it  ftiould  be  fup- 
poied  that  the  crimes  of  particular 
perfons  have  been  fometimes  exag¬ 
gerated  (we  do  not  mean  in  the 
prefen?  performance),  ftill  there  will, 
be  guilt  enough  left  to  load  a  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  with  infamy,  and 
to  bring  di (honour  on  the  nation. 
The  time,  perhaps,  may  come,  when 
we  (halt  be  called  to  a  fevere  ac¬ 
count  for  our  avaricious  and  cruel 
policy. 

The  Reports  of  the  feledl  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Parliament  for  Eaft  Indian 
affairs,  and  the  controverfy  occa¬ 
sioned  by  them,  belong  to  the  year 

The  difpute  concerning  the  rights 
and  claims  of  Ireland  has  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fome  farther  publica¬ 
tions.  One  of  the  beft  written  pam¬ 
phlets  upon  the  fubjedt,  is  44  A  Let¬ 
ter  to  the  Firft  Belfaft  Company  of 
Volunteers,  in  the  Province  of 
Ulfter,”  afcribed  to  lord  Beau¬ 
champ,  This  hath  excited  a  fevere 
anfwer,  in.  a  letter  to  his  lordffiip, 
by  an  author  who  is  hoftile  to  the 
extenfion  of  the  Irifh  liberties. 
Other  tradls  have  appeared  upon  the 
occafion,  which  have  not  fallen  un¬ 
der  our  notice.  Though  the  people 
of  Ireland  have  obtained  fuch  great 
advantages,  we  apprehend  that  the 
controverfy  of  England  with  this 
country  is  far  from  being  yet  ended. 

We  Ihall  conclude  our  Hiftory  of 
the  Political  Productions  of  this 
Year,  with  mentioning  the  44  Effay 
on  Defenfivc  War,  and  a  Conftitu- 
tional  Militia,  with  an  Account  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  Arrangements,” 
This  work  is  faid,  in  the  title  page* 

to 
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to  be  written  by  an  office!',  and  he  is  Mr,  Huntingford’s  u  Introduce 
probably  a  young  one,  if  we  may  ticn  to  the  writing  of  Greek,  after 
judge  from  the  vivacity*  emhufiafrn,  the  Manner  of  Clarke’s  Introduce 
and  irregularity  of  his  compofition.  tion  to  Latin,”  has  a  claim  to  much 
His  eccentricities  may,  however,  regard,  from  the  novelty  of  the  at- 
calily  be  forgiven,  in  confideration  tempt,  as  well  as  from  the  judg- 
of  the  noble  fpirit  of  liberty  by  ment  with  which  it  is  executed, 
which  he  is  actuated,  and  the  many  Henceforward  in  fome  of  our 
important  reflections  he  has  fuggefl-  fchools,  our  youth  will  be  taught  to 
ed,  with  regard  to  the  methods  of  compofe  not  only  in  Latin  but  in 
national  defence,  Greek  ;  which,  undoubtedly,  will 

greatly  facilitate  their  acquaintance 
Upon  the  Subjedf  of  Claffical  Li-  with  that  language.  We  obferve 


ferature,  it  may  perhaps  be  thought 
Grange  that  we  lliould  begin  with 
Wil Ton’s  46  Elements  of  Hebrew 
Grammar but  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  the  Old  Teftament 
contains  many  pieces  of  the  fineft 
poetry  in  the  world,  in  different 
kinds  of  compofition,  as  bifliop 
Lowth  has  fo  fully  and  admirably 
fhewn,  our  conduct  will  not  juftly 
be  thought  liable  to  cenfure.  Mr. 
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Wilfon  goes  on  a  plan  different  from 
what  is  ufually  adopted,  though  it 
is  not  without  precedent,  having 
been  purfued  by  Mafclef  abroad, 
and  by  Dr.  Gregory  Sharpe  in  our 
own  country.  Our  author,  who  is 
profeflor  of  Hebrew  at  the  univer¬ 
sity  of  St.  Andrews,  hath  prefixed 
to  his  Grammar  a  “  Differtation  on 
the  two  Modes  of  Reading,  with  or 
without  Points  ;**  and  to  the  latter 
mode  he  gives  a  clear  and  decided 
preference.  Accordingly,  his  gram¬ 
mar  is  confirudted  without  regard  to 
the  points.  From  the  long  pof- 
feffion  they  have  gained,  and  the 
continual  ufe  that  is  made  of  them 
in  biblical  learning  and  criticifm, 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  how  far 
they  fhould  be  totally  negledfed  in 
grammatical  inffrndfion.  If  this 
could  be  done  without  inconve¬ 
nience,  we  fhould  cffeem  it  a  defir- 
able  objedt,  as,  in  general,  we  con¬ 
cur  in  fenuments  with  Mr.  Wil¬ 
fon. 


with.pleafure  the  continued  and  even 
increafing  attention  of  our  country¬ 
men  to  Grecian  literature  ;  fo  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  England’s 
Iofng  its  reputation  ih  this  refpedh 
Young  Mr.  Glafs  has  obtained 
much  applaufe  by  a  tranflation  into 
Greek  verfe,  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  Ca- 
radtacus.  It  has  not  been  our  hap- 
pinefs  to  fee  this  extraordinary  per¬ 
formance,  which,  though  printed, 
is  only  privately  dilfributed  to  a  few 
feledf  friends. 

The  prefent  age  Is  the  age  of 
tranffations  from  the  ancient  claffi- 
cal  writers,  and  many  valuable 
ones  have  been  publifhed,  which  do 
honour  to  our  country,  and  have 
contributed  to  a  more  general  difFu- 
fion  of  knowledge  and  good  tafte. 
Euripides,  who  was  fo  long  a  Grang¬ 
er  to  Englifli  readers,  has  found 
another  tranflator.  The  firfl  vo¬ 
lume  of  Mr.  Potter’s  verfion  of  this 
admirable  Grecian  dramatifl  we 
mentioned  laft  year,  and  the  fecond 
will  come  before  us  in  our  furvey  of 
the  literature  of  1783.  Mr.  Wood- 
hull,  who  has  feveral  years  been 
engaged  in  the  fame  defign,  hath 
given  to  the  World  a  tranflation  of 
the  whole  of  Euripides,  in  four  vo¬ 
lumes,  o&avo.  We  muff  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  it  hath  not  yet  been  in 
our  power  to  find  time  tor  examin¬ 
ing  the  work  with  a  due  degree  of 
attention  ;  and,  therefore,  we  can 
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©lily  add,  that  thofe  who  have  done 
fo  fpeak  of  it  in  very  refpedtful 
terms. 

Another  tranflation  from  the  ancient 
poets  into  Englifli  verfe,  is  the  Mo- 
nobiblos  of  Propertius,  or  that  book 
of  his  Elegies,  entitled  Cynthia. 
The  tranfiator  is  not  equally  happy 
in  every  part  of  his  undertaking  ; 
but  the  notes  with  which  it  is  ac¬ 
companied  fhew  him  to  be  much 
converfant  with  ciallical  literature. 

Dr.  Mufgvave,  who  was  fo  well 
known  by  his  fkill  in  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  and  who  was  very  unfuccefs- 
fui  in  life,  left  behind  him  two  dif- 
fertations,  which  have  been  pub- 
li fired  for  the  benefit  of  his  family. 
The  titles  of  them  are,  “  On  the 
Grecian  Mythology,55  and  a  An 
Examination  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
Obje&ions  to  the  Chronology  of  the 
Olympiads.5’  What  the  debtor  hath 
advanced  with  regard  to  the  Grecian 
Mythology,  though  ingenious,  cu¬ 
rious,  and  learned,  is  liable  to 
the  doubts  and  difficulties  which 
have  always  attended  the  different 
hypothecs  on  that  fubjebb  In  the 
fecond  differtation,  he  hath  attacked 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Chronology  with 
a  considerable  appearance  of  fuecefs. 
Knowing,  however,  the  nicety  and 
obfeurity  of  the  queflion,  we  do 
not  give  our  opinion  without  beii- 
tation.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Chrono¬ 
logy  feems  of  late  years  to  be  rather 
loiing  ground.  In  fome  inffances, 
we  think  that  it  hath  juffly  been 
oppofed  ;  though  m  other  points  we 
are  firmly  perfuaded  that  it  ftill  refis 
on  a  fure  foundation. 

Mr,  Nares’s  “  Effay  on  the  De¬ 
mon  or  Divination  of  Socrates/5  is 
an  elegant,  a  learned,  and,  in  our 
e  film  at  ion,  a  judicious  tradt  upon 
the  fubjebi.  After  having  confider- 
ed  the  matter  with  great  nicety  of 
attention,  the  author  is  of  opinion, 
that  Socrates,  by  the  expreffions 
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ufually  underflood  to  refer  to  his 
demon,  alluded  only  to  fome  fpecies 
of  divination  perfectly  analogous  to 
the  omens  of  his  age  and  country-. 
We  are  entirely  difpofed  to  concur 
in  fentiments  with  Mr.  Nares ;  and 
we  are  fure  that  he  is  right  in  think¬ 
ing  that  Socrates  might  not  wholly 
be  free  from  fuperflition,  and  that, 
in  general,  he  believed  in  the  gods 
of  his  country  ,  though  he  did  not 
credit  the  abfurd  and  immoral  fables 
of  the  Grecian  mythology.  Whilffi 
we  allow  him  to  have  been,  per¬ 
haps,  the  wifeft  and  bell  charadler 
of  the  pagan  world,  we  cannot  agree 
that  he  was  a  martyr  for  the  unity 
and  worfhip  of  the  Supreme  Being 
in  the  manner  which  fome  per* 
Ions  have  affierted.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  exigence  of  fubordinate 
deities,  and  thought  that  they  were 
entitled  to  religious  regards.  We 
have  often  wondered  that  any  men,, 
who  have  converfcd  with  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Xenophon  and  Plato,  fhould 
fpeak  fo  vaguely  and  inaccurately 
concerning  Socrates,  and  the  caufe 
of  his  death,  as  hath  in  feveral  in- 
fiances  been  done. 

Dr.  Sfeddman’s  a  Critical  In¬ 
quiry  into  the  Conflitution  of  the 
Roman  Legion,  with  fome  Observa¬ 
tions  on  rite  Military  Art  of  the 
Romans,  compared  with  that  of  the. 
Moderns,”  we  have  not  yet  feen, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  pay  it  the 
attention,  which,  from  the  learning 
and  judgment  of  the  author,  we 
doubt  not  that  it  deferves. 

Mr.  Combe’s  Nummorum  Ve- 
terum  Populorum  et  Urbium,  qut 
in  Mufeo  Gulielmi  Hunter  afiervan- 
tur  Defcriptio  Figuris  illuflrata,”  is 
in  its  kind,  a  very  curious  and  valu¬ 
able  performance.  The  coins  of  the 
Greek  cities  have  not  hitherto  been 
fo  generally  known  as  was  in  itfelf 
definable.  The  information  here 
conveyed  cannot  but  be  highly  en¬ 
ter- 
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tertaimng  to  the  claffic  antiquary, 
and  it  is  capable  of  affording  a  va¬ 
riety  of  reflexions  to  the  philofo- 
phical  enquirer.  From  the  number 
and  value  of  the  coins  belonging  to 
the  feveral  ffates  and  cities,  we  may 
learn  not  only  fome  hiftoricai  cir- 
cumftances  concerning  them,  but 
be  able  to  form  an  effimation  of  their 
wealth,  importance,  and  commerce. 
Other  remarks,  not  uninterefting, 
will  occur  to  the  man  of  attention 
and  fagacity.  Mr.  Combers  know¬ 
ledge,  accuracy,  and  diligence  in  the 
execution  of  the  work  are  entitled 
to  great  commendation.  We  can¬ 
not  but  regret  that  the  death  of 
Dr.  Hunter  may  have  put  a  flop  to 
farther  publications  of  the  fame 
nature.  Mr.  Southgate  was  to  have 
given  the  Saxon  coins ;  and  we  fhall 
be  truly  concerned  if  the  literary 
world  is  to  lofe  the  benefit  of  what 
was  to  be  expeXed  from  fo  able  a 
hand. 

We  cannot,  perhaps,  find  a  better 
place  than  the  p refen t  to  mention 
Mr.  Sinclair’s  4-‘  Obfervations  on 
the  Scottifli  DialeX,”  and  Mr. 
Walker’s  u  Hints  for  improving  in 
the  Art  of  Reading.”  Mr.  Sinclair 
has  colleded  almoft  every  Scotticifm 
that  can  be  met  with,  and  the  work 
muft  have  coff  him  much  enquiry 
and  labour.  The  great  utility  of  it 
to  his  countrymen  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  juftly 
entitled  to  their  gratitude.  We 
have  obferved  that  feveral  of  the 
words  and  phrafes,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Sinclair  as  Scotticifms,  are 
provincial  modes  of  exprefiion,  ufed 
in  the  North  of  England  as  well  as 
in  Scotland.  Mr.  Walker’s  u  Hints 
for  Improvement  in  Reading”  contain 
a  number  of  curious  obfervations, 
and  lay  down  rules  which  muff  be 
highly  ufeful.  No  man  hath  more 
clofely  attended  to  the  fubjeX,  or 


is  a  greater  mailer  of  it  than  this 
gentleman. 

With  refpeX  to  Polite  Criticifiru 
the  moll  important  publication  of 
the  year  is  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton’s 
Second  Volume  of  his  44  ElTay  on  the 
Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope,” 
which  has  been  fo  long  and  fo  im¬ 
patiently  expeXed  by  the  literary 
world.  All  the  approbation  and 
praife  that  were  bellowed  upon  the 
former  volume  belong  to  the  pre- 
fent.  Not  only  Mr.  Pope’s  Works 
are  accurately  efdmated,  but  many 
ingenious  and  uncommonly  enter¬ 
taining  refieXions  are  introduced 
upon  other  writers.  Our  author  is 
fometimes  digreflive  ;  but  whatever 
he  has  of  that  kind  is  particularly 
inffruXive  and  pleafing.  We  can¬ 
not  help  regarding  the  Wartons  as 
the  moll  exquiiitely  judicious  and 
feeling  of  all  our  poetical  criticsi 
We  are  fenfible  of  the  great  ori¬ 
ginality  and  force  of  johnfon’s  ob¬ 
fervations,  and  are  willing  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that,  in  thefe  refpeXs* 
he  may  have  no  equal ;  hut  Dr.  To- 
feph  Warton  exceeds  him  in  the 
elegance  and  delicacy  of  claflical 
talle.  He  hath  made  very  good 
ufe  of  his  extenfive  acquaintance 
with  Italian  literature.  We  have 
remarked,  with  plealure,  the  care 
which  Dr.  Warton  hath  taken,  in 
more  places  than  one,  to  do  juffice 
to  the  memory  of  Gray  ;  and  hence 
we  are  fatisfied  that  he  does  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  Dr.  Johnfon’s  detraXion 
from  the  merit  of  that  poet’s  admir¬ 
able  odes. 

The  44  Obfervations  on  the  Three 
Firfl:  Volumes  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Englifh  Poetry,”  come  from  a  wri¬ 
ter  whofe  ingenuity  and  learning 
cannot  be  denied,  but  who  has  dif- 
graced  himfelf  by  his  petulance  and 
ill-nature.  Such  a  mode  of  com- 
polition,  if  generally  followed,  would 

intro* 
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introduce  barbarifm  among  us ;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  prefentcafe,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
jedt  that  calls  for  lb  much  acri¬ 
mony,  Little  matters  of  criticifm 
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ought  not  to  be  contended  for  as 
fro  arts  et  focis ;  and  might  furely 
be  debated  with  candour  and  good 
temper.  If  there  be  fome  miflakes 
In  Mr.  Thomas  Warton’s  Hiflory  of 
Englilh  Poetry,  they  might  have 
been  liberally  pointed  out ;  and, 
after  all,  the  errors  he  is  charged 
with  affedf  but  in  a  flight  degree  the 
iherit  of  his  work.  We  envy  not 
the  cbferver  his  recondite  knowledge, 
fo  long  as  it  is  accompanied  with 
pedantry,  pride,  and  virulence.  His 
Ikill  in  Saxon  literature,  and  his 
acquaintance  with  our  old  authors, 
ivill  make  very  little  atonement  for 
a  defedt  in  the  qualities  of  the  heart. 

It  was  not  probable  that  Dr. 
Johnfcn’s  Remarks  on  the  Poets,” 
though,  upon  the  whole,  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  fhould  pafs  entirely  without 
notice.  The  low  point  of  view  in 
which  he  has  placed  fome  of  our 
favourite  writers,  could  not  obtain 
imiverfal,  or  even  general  approba¬ 
tion.  Hammond  hath  found  an  in¬ 
genious  and  able  advocate  in  the 
Obfervations  bn  the  Dodtor’s  Life 
fof  that  elegiafh  Gray  hath  had 
snore  than  one  vindicator;  and  it 
Will  be  feen,  in  the  next  year,  that 
other  champions  have  arifen  to  albert 
his  honourable  fame.  AYorkfhire 
Freeholder  hath  attacked  Dr.  John- 
fon  more  generally,  and  expofed  the 
harrcwnefs  of  his  political  fentiments. 
Itfeems,  indeed/ to  be  ah  acknow¬ 
ledged  point,  that  the  great  bio¬ 
grapher  hath  fometimes  been  un- 
feafonably  fevere  ;  but  it  will,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  with  pleafu re  allowed, 
that  his  criticifm  s,  for  the  larger 
part  of  them,  are  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
cree  judicious  and  maPerly. 

The  controverly  relative  to  Chat- 
'terton  appears  to  have  been  brought 
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to  its  final  decifion.  It  was  eafy  to 
perceive,  that  the  elaborate  publi¬ 
cations  of  Mr,  Bryant  and  Dr, 
Milles,  in  favour  of  the  exigence  of 
Rowley,  and  of  the  authenticity  of 
the  poems  afcribed  to  him,  would 
by  no  means  efcape  a  fevere  invef- 
tigation.  They  have  been  attacked 
both  by  wit  and  by  argument.  Wife 
may  be  exercifed  againft  as  well  as 
for  the  truth ;  but  it  is  not  in  this 
refpedt  only  that  the  opponents 
of  the  Prelident  of  the  Antiqua¬ 
ry  Society,  and  of  the  learned 
myth olog iff,  have  the  advantage* 
Their  reafonings  are,  in  our  opi¬ 
nion,  too  cogent  to  admit  of  a  fatis- 
fadtory  reply.  One  of  the  firfl 
pamphlets  that  appeared  in  anfwer 
to  the  Dean  and  Mr.  Bryant,  wras 
entitled,  “  Curfory  Obfervations  on. 
the  Poems  attributed  to  Thomas 
Rowley,  a  Pried  of  the  fifteenth 
Century.”  Thefe  obfervations,  be¬ 
fore  they  were  feparately  published, 
were  printed  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine,  and  are  underflood  to 
have  been  written  by  Mr.  Malone. 
This  tradt  was  followed  by  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  War  ton’s  Enquiry  into  the 
Authenticity  of  the  fame  Poems  ; 
and,  at  length,  fucceeded  Mr.  Tyr- 
whit’s  Vindication  of  the  Appendix 
which  he  had  added  to  his  edition 
of  Rowley.  There  were  other  pub¬ 
lications,  on  both  fides  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  which  we  are  obliged  to  pafs 
over  without  notice.  The  three  we 
have  mentioned  contain  the  (Length, 
of  the  argument  in  fupport  of  the 
opinion  that  Chatterton  was  the 
foie  author  of  the  poetry  which  has 
occafionCd  fo  warm  a  conteft.  The. 
reafonings  of  Mr,  Malone  and  Mr* 
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Warton,  which  have  great  weight, 
are  of  a  more  general  nature  ;  whilft 
Mr.  Tyrwhit  has  cut  up  by  the  root 
Mr*  Bryant’s  difcuflion  of  ancient 
words.  As  the  debate  ought  now 
to  be  ended,  and  is  no  longer  inter- 
e  fling.  we  are  forrv  to  find  that  it  is 
£  °  likely 
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likely  to  be  carried  into  the  next 
year. 

The  poetical  world  has  been  very 
productive  in  1782.  Our  great  mo¬ 
dern  bard,  Mr.  Hayley,  has  obliged 
the  public  in  a  very  important  per¬ 
formance,  his  44  Effay  on  Epic  Po¬ 
etry,  in  Five  Epiftles,  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mafon.”  This  work,  in  every 
view,  refle&s  upon  him  the  high  ell 
honour.  He  has  drawn  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  epic  writers  in  the  mold 
beautiful  manner,  difplaying  their 
excellencies  and  peculiarities  with 
equal  genius  and  judgment.  Some 
of  the  ilrokes  of  his  imagination  are 
as  new  as  they  are  truly  admirable. 
Elis  veries  are  diflinguifhed  by  that 
graceful  harmony  of  which  he  is  lb 
eminent  a  mailer  ;  and  there  are  only 
a  few  lines  in  which  any  defeCt  can 
be  pointed  out.  But  Mr.  Hayley 
fhines  not  only  as  a  poet,  but  as  a 
critic  and  a  man  of  learning.  His 
notes,  which  conftitute  the  larger 
part  of  the  work,  are  full  of  valuable 
information.  His  account  of  the 
Epic  authors  who  are  lefs  known, 
and  particularly  of  Ereilla,  a  Spanifii 
poet,  is  uncommonly  curious.  His 
biographical  matter,  in  general,  is 
infiru&ive  and  entertaining.  With 
refpeCt  to  Ereilla,  belides  giving  a 
minute  detail  of  the  plan  of  his  grand 
poem,  entitled  Araucana,  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ley  has  afforded  a  delightful  verlion 
of  fome  of  its  fined:  paffages.  He 
has,  iikewife,  tranfiated  three  cantos 
of  Dante’s  Inferno,  in  triplets,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fuccefsfulnefs  of  which, 
if  he  fhould  be  induced  to  go  on 
with  the  undertaking,  we  have  fome 
doubts.  On  the  whole,  this  pro¬ 
duction  of  Mr.  Hayiey’s  demands  a 
chearful  teftimony  of  gratitude  to 
him,  as  a  poet,  a  critic,  and  a  fcho- 
lar. 

Mifs  Seward  has  again  appeared  in 
that  walk  of  poetry  in  which  (lie  fo 
iriuch  excels*  the  elegiac.  The  oc- 


cafion  is  the  death  of  lady  Milter, 
who  had  diflinguifhed  herfelf  by  her 
travels,  by  her  polite  and  amiable 
accomplifhments  in  general,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  her  poetical  inftitutioin 
at  Rath  Eafton.  We  know  not 
whether  this  performance  of  Mifs 
Seward’s  has  been  fo  popular  as  the 
elegies  on  captain  Cook  and  major 
Andre,  but  we  are  fure  that  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  deferving  of  appiaufe.  It  is  truly 
elegant,  pathetic,  and  beautiful,  and* 
with  all  men  of  tade,  will  add  to  the 
reputation  die  has  already  fo  juftly 
acquired. 

Mifs  More’s  t4  Sacred  Dramas” 
are  a  frefh  proof  of  the  excellence  of 
her  heart,  as  well  as  of  her  ingenu¬ 
ity.  They  are  written  for  the  in- 
itru&ion  and  amufement  of  youth, 
but  will  be  perufed  with  plea- 
fure  and  advantage  by  perfons  of 
riper  age.  Of  the  four  dramas  of 
which  the  volume  chiefly  confids, 
the  two  lad,  44  Belfhazzar,”  and 
44  Daniel,”  have  appeared  to  us  the 
mod  ftriking  and  animated.  Mifs 
More  has  added  a  poem  on  Senfibi- 
litv,  which  is  a  great  ornament  to 
the  work,  and  cannot  fail  of  being 
admired  by  every  reader  of  tafle  and 
feeling. 

Mr.  Mafon,  in  the  ardour  of  his 
patriotic  zeal,  has  publilhed  an 
44  Ode  to  the  Elonourable  William 
Pitt.”  We  agree  with  the  author  in 
his  political  fen  timents,  and  in  our  ad¬ 
miration  of  that  extraordinary  young 
fenator  and  datefman.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  he  will  not,  likefo  many 
patriots  who  have  gone  before  him, 
difappoint  the  fanguine  expectations 
of  his  country.  The  Ode  is  not, 
upon  the  whole,  unworthy  of  Mr. 
Mafon’s  pen. 

A  new  female  poet  hath  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  world,  in  the  wri¬ 
ter  of  44  Edwin  and  Eltruda  ;  a  Le¬ 
gendary  Tale.’’  The  author  is  a 
young  lady  of  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  Mifs  Helen  Williams.  This 
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production,  though  fomewhat  diffufe, 
affords  many  demonftrations  of  ex¬ 
cellence,  being  highly  pathetic,  and 
abounding  with  ftrokes  of  genuine 
poetry.  In  the  language  there  is  a 
happy  union  of  flmplicity  and  ele¬ 
gance.  The  genius,  of  Mifs  Wil¬ 
liams,  if  properly  cultivated  and 
improved,  will,  in  time,  enable  her 
to  rank  with  the  firfb  poetic  ladies  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  Jerningham,  whofe  pathetic 
mule  hath  difplayed  itfelf  in  lb 
many  inifances,  hath  given  a  frefh 
proof  of  his  pleating  poetical  talents, 
and  of  the  elegant  fenfibility  of  his 
mind,  in  the  publication  of  his 
ii  Honoria,”  and  other  pieces  of 
fimilar  merit. 

A  very  elegant  copy  of  verfes  has 
appeared  on  Sir  Jofhua  Rev  holds ’s 
painted  window  at  New  College, 
Oxford.  The  verfes  are  faid  to  be 
written  by  one  of  the  W artons,  whofe 
character  as  poets  does  not  hand  in 
need  of  our  commendations. 

Mrs.  Siddons’s  extraordinary  me¬ 
rit,  as  a  dramatic  aCtrefs,  could  not 
pafs  uncelebrated  by  the  lovers  of 
the  tragic  Mufe.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Whalley  has  addrdfed  verfes  to  this 
lady,  in.  which  he  hath  paid  her  a 
juft  and  proper  tribute  of  applaufe. 
The  late  depreffion  and  prelent  tri¬ 
umph  of  Melpomene  are  naturally 
and  poetically  introduced  upon  the 
occafion. 

Mr.  Pinkerton’s  u  Tales  in 
Verfe”  are  partly  comic,  and  partly 
ferious.  In  the  comic  Fontaine  is 
his  model  ;  but  he  by‘  no  means 
equals  that  delightful  writer.  In 
the  ferious  tales  Mr.  Pinkerton  is 
more  fuccefsful,  and  exhibits  fome 
inftances  of  genuine  poetry.  The 
“  Two  Dithyrambic  Odes”  of  the 
fame  gentleman,  onEnthuftafm  and  to 
Laughter,  have  a  turgidity  in  them 
which  renders  them  very  unfuitable 
to  our  tafte* 
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The  li  Archaeological  Epiffle  to” 
the  Revd.  and  Worfhipful  Jeremiah 
Milies,  D.  D.”  is  an  admirable  piece 
of  fatyric  poetry.  Its  defign  is  to' 
ridicule  the  Dean  for  his  bigotted 
attachment  to  the  opinion  of  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  poems  attributed 
to  Rowley,  and  for  his  fuperb  edi¬ 
tion  of  thofe  poems.  It  muft  be 
confefted  that  the  learned  Prelident 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  has 
laid  himfelf  too  much  open  to  the 
ftiafts  of  wit  and  humour.  The  an¬ 
tique  guile,  alfumed  by  Chatterton* 
is  finely  fuftained  in  the  epi'ftle.  The 
author  hath,  likewlfe,  given  it  a 
political  turn,  and,  among  other  per¬ 
sons,  Dr.  John  Ion  has  not  efcaped 
the  edge  of  his  fatire.  The  con- 
clufion,  in  which  he  quits  the  an¬ 
cient  for  the  modern  ftyle,  is  An¬ 
gularly  pointed.  Whoever  may  be 
the  writer  of  this  poem,  he  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  one  of  our  ableft  men  in 
refpeCt  of  genius  and  of  wit. 

“  The  Dean  and  Squire”  is  a  plea 
fant  fatire  on  Dr.  Tucker  and  Soame 
Jenyns,  Efq.  for  their  political  fen- 
timents.  Their  doCtrines  are  ridi¬ 
culed  with  much  humour  in  a  di¬ 
alogue  that  is  reprefented  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  between  them.  This  poli¬ 
tical  eclogue,  as  it  is  called,  is  laid* 
in  the  title  page,  to  be  written  by 
the  author  of  the  Heroic  Epiftie  to 
Sir  William  Chambers  ;  but  it  can¬ 
not  be  conlldered  as  equal  to  that 
juftly  celebrated  fatyrical  poem. 

c‘  King  Stephen’s  Watch”  is* 
likewile,  afferted  to  be  the  production 
of  the  fame  writer.  It  is  a  fmal! 
jeu  d’  efprit,  in  ridicule  of  the  po¬ 
litical  fentiments  advanced  by  Miv 
Smelt,  at  a  meeting  of  the  freehold¬ 
ers  of  Yorkfhire. 

The  “  Prophecy  of  Queen  Em¬ 
ma”  feems,  at  the  firft  view,  to  relate 
only  to  the  controverfy  concerning 
Chatterton,  hut,  in  faff,  it  is  an 
allegorical  poem,  alludiag  to  the 
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difputes  between  Great  Britain  and 
America.  It  is  by  no  means  dcfti - 
tute  of  poetical  merit. 

Modern  Manners,  in  a  Series 
of  Familiar  EpifUes,”  may  lay  a  juft 
claim  to  our  notice,  as  being  far  l'u- 
perior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  that 
hath  appeared  lince  the  Bath  Guide. 
In  this  performance  we  meet  with 
much  pleafantnefs,  humour,  and 
good-natured  fatire  ;  and  according- 
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ly,  it  hath  been  well  received  in  the 
World. 

Several  poetical  publications  mull 
be  palled  over  by  us,  not  becaufe  we 
kwow  of  any  reafon  for  conlidering 
them  as  unworthy  of  regard,  but  he- 
caufe  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  readingthem;  and vvedo notchooie 
to  give  our  opinion  folely  on  the 
teftimony  of  others,  however  re- 
fpe&able  that  teftimony  may  be  in 
its  own  nature.  The  works  we  lefer 
to  are,  Ridley’s  “  Melampus,” 
*4  Enoch,”  44  Velina,”  44  lerne, 
Rediviva,”  Walter’s  “  Tranflat- 
ed  Specimens  of  Wellh  Poetry  in 
Englilh  Verfe,”  and  44  Cowper’s 
Poems.” 

Mr.  Scott  of  Amwell,  well  known 
by  his  former  ieparate  productions, 
hath  collected  them  together  in  a 
handfome  and  elegant  volume  with 
the  addition  of  eclogues,  odes,  epit- 
tles,  fonnets,  and  mifcellaneous 
pieces.  We  are  obliged  to  this  ele¬ 
gant  poet  for  fo  much  new  and 
agreeable  entertainment,  and  are 
particularly  pleafed  with  the  good- 
nefs  of  heart  which  always  accom¬ 
panies  the  exertions  of  his  genius. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  completed  his 
44  SeleCt  Collection  of  Poems,”  in 
four  additional  volumes.  There  muft 
certainly  be  a  number  of  pieces  in 
th  is  publication  which  the  poetical 
reader  will  be  glad  to  fee  brought  to 
light.  The.  editor,  as  is  ufual  with 
him,  hath  enriched  the  vvotk  with 
many  biographical  anecdotes.  Per- 
fons  of  a  very  delicate  tafte  in  poetry, 
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will  probably  think  that  it  would 
not  have  been  of  much  detriment  to 
the  world,  if  fome  of  the  poems  in 
the  prefent  collection  had  been  left 
in  the  oblivion  into  which  they  had 
fallen. 

The  dramatic  productions  of  the 
year,  of  the  tragic  kind,  which  were 
brought  upon  rheftage,  were  44  Phi- 
lodamus  the  44  Fatal  Curioftty,” 
altered  by  Mr.  Colman,  from  Mr. 
Lillo  ;  and  the  44  Fatal  Interview,” 
a  tragedy  in  profe.  Philodamus, 
which  was  published  fome  years 
fince,  and  written  by  Mr.  Bentley, 
was  condemned  the  firft  night.  T  he 
Fatal  Interview  had  not  a  much  better 
reception,  being  foon  brought  to  its 
diftolution.  The  comedies  that  en¬ 
tertained  the  town,  were,  44  Which 
is  the  Man?”  by  Mrs.  Cowley  ; 

44  Variety,”  by  a  lady  ;  the  44  Wal¬ 
loons,”  by  Mr.  Cumberland ;  the 
44  Eaft  Indian/’  by  a  female  pen  ; 
and  the  44  Willies,”  by  Mr.  Bentley. 
The  laft  comedy,  if  we  recolleCt 
aright,  was  not  wholly  new.  The 
comic  operas  were  44  Vertumnus  and 
Pomona  the  44  Fair  American,” 
by  Mr.  Pillon  ;  and  the  44  Caftle  of 
Andalufia,”  by  Mr.  O’Keefe.  To 
thefe  muft  be  added,  4 4  Rofina,”  a 
paftoral  opera,  by  Mrs.  Brooke  ; 
and  44  None  fo  blind  as  thofe  who 
won’t  fee,”  a  mufical  piece,  by  Mr. 
Dibdin.  The  farces  were,  44  The 
Politive  Man,”  by  Mr.  O’Keefe  ; 
44  Retaliation,”  by  Mr.  Mac-Nally  ; 
the  44  Candidate,”  and  the  44  Two 
Civil  by  Half,”  by  Mr.  Dent;  and 
the  44  Bell  Bidder,”  by  Mr.  An¬ 
drews.  As  to  the  pantomimes  of  the 
year,  we  fhall  hope  to  be  excufed, 
though  we  do  not  make  them  the 
objeCls  of  particular  recital. 

It  is  impoflible,  on  this  occafton, 
to  avoid  mentioning  the  new  and 
extraordinary  phenomenon  in  dra¬ 
matic  aClion,  Mrs.  Siddons.  We 
fhall  not,  however,  attempt  to  draw 
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a  particular  character  of  her,  as  her 
excellencies  have  been  fo  much  the 
fubjeCt  of  difcuffion,  and  are  fo  deep¬ 
ly  impreffed  on  the  mind  of  every 
man  ot  lenfe  and  judgment.  With 
no  models,  or,  what  is  worfe,  with 
perhaps  only  bad  models  before  her, 
Hie  is  peculiarly  the  child  of  Nature, 
which  hath  endued  her  with  feelinsr, 
expreffion,  raid  grace  in  the  highelt 
degree.  She  has  given  quite  an¬ 
other  turn  to  the  tafte  of  the  public, 
and  her  appearance  muft  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  an  illuflrious  epocha  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  ftage. 

We  clofe  our  Hiftory  of  the  Do- 
meftic  Literature  of  the  Year  with 
certain  Mifcellaneous  Publications, 
which  could  not  well  be  introduced 
under  the  articles  already  mentioned. 
With  refped  to  Ayfcough’s  64  Cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Manufcripts  preferred 
in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  hitherto  un- 
defcribed,  confiding  of  five  thoufand 
volumes,”  the  title  page  befpeaks 
its  utility.  The  work  is  executed 
with  great  attention  and  labour,  and 
the  index  is  very  complete.  Bio¬ 
graphers,  in  particular,  are  highly 
obliged  to  the  compiler  for  the  eafy 
accefs  he  has  afforded  them  to  many 
things  which  they  mud  greatly  dand 
in  need  of,  in  the  courfe  of  their  en¬ 
quiries. 

B  iron  Dillon’s  44  Political  Survey 
of  the  Sacred  Roman  Empire,”  is  a 
performance  which  cannot  well  fail 
of  being  generally  acceptable.  Al- 
mod  every  man  wants  to  have  a 
book  of  this  kind  at  hand,  which 
he  may  be  able  to  confult  on  any 
occadon  ;  and  tire  prefent  author 
was  well  qualified  for  his  undertak¬ 
ing,  by  his  extenfive  acquaintance 
with  the  courts,  cudorns,  and  hji- 
tory  of  Germany. 

Aigarotti’s  44  Letters,  Military 
and  Political,”  are  written  by  a  man 
whofe  abilities  and  character  have 
been  known  among  the  learned 
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in  Europe.  Though  the  work,  now 
tianflated  from  the  Italian  original, 
is  ingenious  and  entertaining,  and 
i reats  on  fome  interefting  topics, 
it  is  more  confined  to  quedions  re¬ 
lative  to  the  art  'of  war  than  we 
fliould  naturally  have  expected  from 
this  author.  His  connection  with 
the  king  of  Pruffia  has  probably 
turned  his  mind  to  thefe  fubje&s  ; 
and,  perhaps,  he  has  been  aided,  in 
feveral  of  his  determinations,  by 
the  knowledge  of  his  royal  patron 
and  friend. 

The  fecond  volume  of  the  44  Let- 
ters  aferibed  to  Thomas  Lord  Lyt¬ 
telton,”  is  entitled  nearly  to  the  fame 
chanuffer  which  we  gave  of  the  fird. 
They  are,  in  general,  lively,  and 
fometimes  inftruCtive  ;  though,  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  the  prefent  is  fome- 
what  inferior  to  the  former  volume. 
There  is  great  reafon  to  doubt  of  the 
authenticity  of  thefe  Letters  ;  and, 
if  they  be  not  authentic,  we  entirely 
difapprove  of  fuch  a  kind  of  lite¬ 
rary  impofition.  It  is  cfpecially  to 
be  condemned,  when  it  comes  in  fo 
naked  and  dmple  a  form  as  to  afford 
no  proper  key  for  the  difeovery  of 
the  truth. 

Ignatius  Sancho,  the  Negro  who 
formerly  lived  in  the  family  of  the 
prefent  duke  of  Montagu,  and  af¬ 
terwards  kept  a  grocer’s  fliop  in 
Weftminfter,  has  heretofore  been 
made  known  to  the  public,  by  an 
excellent  letter  or  two,  relative  to 
his  unhappy  countrymen,  written  to 
Mr.  Sterne.  Sancho  was  a  mod 
amiable  and  worthy  man,  with  a 
degree  of  underftapding  far  fuperior 
to  the  common  run  of  Africans, 
His  cpilfolary  correfpondence,  which 
was  extenlive,  has  been  collected  to¬ 
gether,  and  publifhed  for  the  benefit 
of  his  family,  with  a  fhort  account 
of  his  life.  The  fubfeription  to  the 
work  does  honour  to  humanity. 
The  letters  are  a  kind  cf  irnitathm 
qf  Sterne’s  manner,  interfperfed 
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.with  long  ftrokes,  or  dallies.  They 
difplay  an  excellent  heart,  and  will 
he  entertaining  to  a  great  number  of 

readers. 

Mrs.  Griffith’s  44  Effiays  addrefied 
to  young  married  Women”  are  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  ingenious  and  accom- 
plifned  lady  from  whom  they  pro¬ 
ceed.  The  advices  contained  in  them 
*■.  ■ 

are  diblated  by  piety,  virtue,  good 
fenfe,  elegance,  and  delicacy.  If 
thefe  advices  were  carefully  regarded 
by  the  generality  of  the  fair  lex, 
upon  their  entrance  into  the  matri¬ 
monial  relation,  and  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  unfpeakable  advan¬ 
tages  would  refultboth  to  themfelv.es 
and  to  their  hufbands. 

Mr.  Knox  has  published  a  frefh 
edition  of  his  44  E  flays  moral  and 
literary,”  in  which  he  hath  inferted 
a  large  number  of  new  papers, 
equally  well  written  with  the  former 
ones,  and  upon  i'ubjebts  equally  in¬ 
teresting.  On  the  merit  of  this  ele¬ 
gant  and  fenlible  effayift  it  is  need- 
3 el's  to  enlarge,  as  the  general  appro¬ 
bation  hath  already  fealed  his  cha- 
rabter. 

Mr.  Knox,  in  his  48  Treatife  on 
Liberal  Education, ”  which  was  no¬ 
ticed  laft  year,  having  given  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  public  fchools,  Mr.  Stock- 
dale  has  affumed  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  and  contended  for  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  private  tuition.  This 
is  a  point  that  has  often  been  de¬ 
bated,1  and  which  is  not  eafy  to  be 
finally  determined.  Large  fchools 
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feern  belt  calculated  to  lit  young 
men  for  the  world. 

There  have  been  a  number  of 
publications  this  year,  which  we 
mention  not  as  of  any  importance  in 
a  literary  view,  but  as  affording  a 
flight  trait  oi  the  fafhion  of  the 
times.  We  refer  to  the  collebtions 
published  under  the  name  of  the 
Beauties  of  Johnfon,  Watts,  Sterne, 
Hume,  Fielding,  and  others.  This 
fpecies  of  compilations  we  by  no 
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means  think  entitled  to  applaufe. 
They  are  injurious  to  the  propri¬ 
etors  of  the  original  works,  and  do 
not  add  to  the  reputation  of  the  au¬ 
thors  from  whom  they  are  taken. 
Paffiages,  thus  detached  from  their 
proper  connection,  lofe  much  of 
their  native  elegance  and  fpirit. 

The  pamphlet,  entitled  44  Defor¬ 
mities  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,”  being* 
printed  at  Edinburgh,  mod:  proba¬ 
bly  comes  from  an  angry  North 
Briton.  But  whether  the  author 
be  a  Scotchman  or  an  Englishman, 
his  feverity  is  united  with  ability 
and  acutenefs.  His  attack  on  the 
dobtor’s  Dictionary  is  very  formid¬ 
able  ;  and  he  hath  certainly  pointed 
out  a  variety  of  errors  and  defebfs 
in  it,  which  it  would  do  well  to  be 
correbted  in  a  future  impreffion.  It 
ought,  however,  to  be  remembered, 
that  fo  large  and  multifarious  a  wrork 
will  neccftarily  lie  open  to  ftribtures, 
though  its  merit,  on  the  whole, 
may  be  of  the  higheft  nature. 

The  84  Obfervations  on  the  rapid 
Decline  of  the  Clerical  Credit  -and 
Charabter,”  appeared  with  a  pomp 
of  dignity  and  an  apparent  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  the  church,  thatatfirft 
view  feemed  to  promife  fo  me  thing 
considerable.  It  ended,  however, 
chiefly  in  refentment  for  a  Angle 
promotion;  a  promotion  too,  which 
as  we  afterwards  learned,  was  o  lie  li¬ 
ft  ve  to  the  author’s  private  connec¬ 
tions. 

Dr.  Andrews’s  44  Inquiry  into  the 
Manners,  Tafte,  and  Amufemcnts, 
of  the  two  la  ft  Centuries  in  En¬ 
gland,”  is  intended  to  contrail  pre- 
fent  with  former  times,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  the  degeneracy  of  the  age. 
Every  rational  attempt  to  correbl  the 
prevailing  vices,  and  to  bring  back 
the  nation  to  refleblion  and  virtue, 
has  a  claim  to  approbation  and  en¬ 
couragement. 

The  “  Advice  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Britiih  Army”  is,  perhaps,  the 
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finefl  piece  of  irony  which  has  ap¬ 
peared  Iince  44  Swift’s  Directions  to 
Servants.”  It  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
written  with  greater  delicacy  than 
that  celebrated  performance  could 
admit.  The  tendency  of  the  pre¬ 
lent  work  is  ^is  good  as  the  wit  is  in¬ 
genious  and  entertaining.  The  in- 
ftructions  ironically  conveyed  are 
admirable,  and  cannot  fail  to  have 
a  coniiderable  influence  in  infpiring 
military  men  with  right  principles 
of  conduct.  It  gives  us  pleafure 
that  this  agreeable  fatire  has  been  lo 
well  received  as  already  to  have  gone 
through  feveral  editions. 

With  regard  to  the  Romances  of 
the  year,  we  (hall  mention  the  only 
three  which  have  excited  our  atten¬ 
tion.  If  there  be  others  which  de¬ 
ferred  it,  they  have  not  fallen  with¬ 
in  the  compafs  of  our  reading. 

44  George  Bateman”  is  the  pro- 
duftion  of  a  young  lady  who  cannot 
have  had  much  experience  in  life, 
and  who,  therefore,  writes  a  good 
deal  from  the  imitation  of  former 
celebrated  novellifts.  There  are, 
however,  delineations  of  character 
which  indicate  genius  and  a  turn  for 
obfervation.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
work  is  much  fuperior  to  the  com¬ 
mon  run  of  romances  which  iftlie  in 
fuch  fwarins  from  the  circulating  li¬ 
braries. 

The  author  of  the  44  Philofophical 
Quixote,  or  Memoirs  of  Mr.  David 
Wilkins,  in  a  Series  of  Letters,”  is 
happy  enough  in  the  choice  of  his 
fubjeCt,  if  he  could  have  conduced 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
generally  interefting  and  entertain¬ 
ing.  This,  indeed,  is  rendered  not 
a  little  difficult  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  defign,  which  necelfarily  holds 
out  objeCts  fomewhat  remote  from 
common  apprehenfion.  The  writer 
is  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
late  difcoveries  and.  experiments  in 
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philofophy,  to  pitch  upon  the  pro¬ 
per  topics  of  ridicule  in  the  princi¬ 
pal  charaCier  defcribed  by  him,  Mr. 
David  Wilkins,  a  country  apothe¬ 
cary.  Nor  is  the  humour  in  fome 
cafes  badly  carried  on,  though  there 
are  many  defeCts  in  the  work,  and 
much  room  for  improvement  in  the 
future  volumes.  We  were  forry  to 
fee  the  author  make  his  performance 
the  vehicle  of  fevere  perfonal  fatire 
on  a  phyfician  of  note  in  London. 
Such  an  indulgence  of  private  ran¬ 
cour  does  not  reflect  credit  on  any 
compofjtion. 

The  glory  of  the  Novels  of  the 
year  is  44  Cecilia,  or  Memoirs  of  an 
Heirefs,”  well  known  to  have  been 
written  by  Mifs  Burney.  This  ro¬ 
mance  hath  been  fo  univerfally  read 
and  admired,  and  its  excellencies  are 
fo  fully  eltablifhed,  that  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  attempt  giving  a  diftindt  ac¬ 
count  of  its  merit.  W e  have  no  oe- 
cafion  to  fay,  that  it  is  a  capital  pro¬ 
duction  of  its  kind  ;  that  the  cha¬ 
racters  are  ftrongiy  marked,  and  fine¬ 
ly  contrafted  ;  that  fome  of  them  are 
equally  lingular  and  juft  ;  that  the 
hiftory  of  the  family  ruined  by  diili- 
pation,  extravagance,  and  gaming, 
is  admirably  conducted,  and  emi¬ 
nently  inftruCtive ;  that  the  work 
abounds  with  ftrokes  of  nature,  hu¬ 
mour,  and  pathos ;  that  ftrength  and 
elegance  are  united  in  its  ftyle  ;  and 
that  the  ftory  throughout  is  interell- 
ing  in  the  higheft  degree.  If  there 
be  a  few  faults  in  the  performance, 
we  have  not  leifure  or  inclination  to 
point  them  out.  They  are  almoft 
entirely  loft  in  the  blaze  of  glory 
with  which  they  are  furrounded ; 
and  we  can  only  exprefs  our  grati¬ 
tude  to  Mifs  Burney,  for  providing 
the  public  with  fo  copious  a  fund  ot 
real  inftrudlion  and  rational  enter¬ 
tainment. 
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FOREIGN  LITERATURE, 

Of  the  Year  178a. 


THE  limits  of  our  work  will 
not  permit  us  to  enter  into  a 
very  elaborate  view  of  the  foreign 
literature  of  the  year  ;  it  is  only 
feme  of  the  more  remarkable  and 
didinguifhed  performances  of  inge¬ 
nious  and  learned  foreigners,  that 
can  be  noticed  by  us,  and  thefe  only 
in  a  compendious  manner ;  but  even 
this  may  not  be  unproductive  either 
pf  pleafure  or  inftrudtion,  to  thofe 
who  have  not  ready  accefs  to  more 
copious  fources  of  information. 

The  great  weight  and  importance 
which  Ruffia  has  lately  obtained  in 
the  fcale  ot  empire,  has  rendered  its 
hi  dory  more  line  reding,  and  occa¬ 
sioned  it  to  be  more  cultivated,  and 
to  become  a  more  general  object  of 
attention.  M.  L’Evefque  has  pub- 
lifhed  in  French,  in  five  volumes, 
Svo.  the  Hijiory  of  Rujfia ,  compiled 
from  original  chronicles,  authentic 
documents,  and  the  bed  hidories  of 
that  nation.  This  gentleman  has 
Spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  Ruf- 
iia,  in  order  to  colledt  materials  on 
she  fpot,  with  a  view  of  communi¬ 
cating  to  the  public  a  genuine  de¬ 
scription  and  hidory  of  that  immenfe 
country.  He  obferves,  that  it  is 
only  within  the  lad  fifteen  years, 
that  the  Ruffians  have  podeffed  any 
thing  like  a  regular  hidory  of  their 
own  country  ;  and  that  their  only 
iciuccs  of 'information  were  locked 
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up  in  the  cabinets  of  archives,  or  m 
the  manuferipts  configped  to  certain 
libraries.  The  chronicles  of  this? 
empire  reach  no  higher  than  the 
ninth  century ;  but  they  have  re¬ 
corded  a  tradition  that  Kiovia  and 
Novogorod  were  founded  by  Kii,  in 
430.  This  Kii  is  by  fome  c  on  fide  r- 
ed  as  an  ancient  prince,  while  others 
mention  him  as  a  fimple  boatman, 
who  was  accuftomed  to  tranfport 
goods  and  paffengers  acrofs  the  Nei- 
per.  The  fecond  volume  of  this 
work  begins  with  the  year  1218, 
and  carries  down  the  hidory  to  1583.. 
At  the  commencement  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  Ruffia  was  divided  into  a  mul¬ 
titude  qf  rival  fovereignties,  that 
opened  an  eafy  conqued  to  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  by  whom  they  were  endaved 
for  more  than  200  years  ;  when 
they,  in  their  turn,  were  as  much 
endaved  by  the  czar  Ivan  IV.  The 
third  volume  exhibits  the  conqued 
of  Siberia,  by  a  fimple  chief  among 
the  Coffacks ;  the  reign  of  Boris 
1  Godounof,  the  ufurper,  whole  crimes 
fullied  the  brilliancy  of  his  talents  ; 
the  different  impodors  known  by  the 
name  of  the  falfe  Demetriufes  ;  the 
troubles  of  Rub! a,  occasioned  by  its 
intedine  divilions,  and  the  inroads 
of  rapacious  neighbours  ;  the  fuc- 
cefsful  efforts  of  Michael  Romanof, 
who  afeended  the  throne  ;  and  the, 
attempts  of  his  fucceffors  in  matters 
of  civilization.  The  fourth  volume 
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gives  us  the  reign  of  the  immortal 
Peter  ;  and  the  la  ft  contains  a  criti¬ 
cal  hiftory  of  the  latter  reigns,  with 
an  account  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ruffians  in  the  Frozen  and  Oriental 
Oceans,  and  of  the  ftate  of  their  com- 
merce  and  literature. 

Mr.  John  Muller  has  publifhed 
the  firft  volume,  in  octavo,  in  the 
German  language,  of  the  Hijlory 
the  S<wifs ,  which  is  a  work  of  great 
merit.  The  preface  contains  a  fhoit, 
blit  comprehenfive  view  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization,  in  the  north¬ 
ern  and  weftern  parts  of  Europe. 
The  work  itfelf  exhibits  the  pleaf- 
ing  picture  of  a  ftate  riling,  under 
a  variety  of  difficulties,  from  the 
iiobleft  exertions  of  human  nature, 
to  dignity  and  freedom  ;  and  the 
author  obferves,  that,  u  it  will  not 
be  eafy  to  find  a  people,  which,  like 
this,  has,  by  one  uniform  conduct, 
maintained  an  abfolute  independence 
from  the  earlieft  period  of  their  hif- 
tory  to  the  prelent  time.,?  It  is  a 
curious  and  interefting  production, 
and  the  author  appears  to  have  imi¬ 
tated  the  belt  hiftoricai  models  a- 
inong  the  ancients. 

The  Hiftorical  Memoirs  of  the 
French  Refugees  in  the  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  firft  volume 
of  which  was  publifhed  at  Berlin, 
in  1782,  in  8vo.  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  by  MefT.  Ennan  and  Reclam, 
exhibit  a  juft  and  candid  view  of  the 
fufferings  of  the  French  Proteftants 
under  the  reigns  of  Lewis  XIIL  and 
his  fucceffor;  and  alfo  relate  the 
generous  infiances  of  protection, 
which  thofe  unfortunate  exiles  met 
with  from  the  home  of  Branden¬ 
burg.  In  confeq uence  of  the  infa¬ 
mous  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantes,  by  Lewis  XIV.  France 
loft  near  a  million  of  fubje&s;  and 
it  appears  from  this  work,  which 
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abounds  with  much  curious  informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  Proteftant  minifters, 
befides  being  baniflied  the  kingdom, 
were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them 
not  only  their  fortunes,  friends,  and 
relations,  but  even  fuch  of  their 
children  as  were  feven  years  old,  and 
upwards.  As  to  the  Proteftants  in 
general,  all  poffible  obftacles  were 
oppofed  to  their  quitting  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  frontiers  were  lined  with 
troops  ;  and  the  peafants  were  arm¬ 
ed  and  excited  to  hunt  them  in  their 
paftage  like  beafts  of  prey.  A  bar¬ 
barous  carnage  was  the  confequence 
of  thofe  fanguinary  orders.  Mul¬ 
titudes  were  robbed  and  affiaffinated  ; 
the  prifons  and  the  galleys  were 
filled  with  thefe  innocent  victims  % 
and  manv  of  them  were  lent  to  the 
American  colonies,  where  they  were 
employed  in  the  labours,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  the  fervile  condition  of  the 
Negroes.  At  this  period  of  diabo¬ 
lical  perfection,  Frederic  William 
of  Brandenburg,  commonly  called 
the  Great  Elector,  publifhed  a  de¬ 
claration,  which  opened  his  domi¬ 
nions  and  his  treafure  to  thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  exiles.  It  contained  orders 
to  his  envoys  and  refidents,  in  the 
different  parts  of  Germany,  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  FIol land,  to  facilitate  their 
paffage,  to  fupply  them  with  all  the 
neceflarics  of  life,  with  money,  car¬ 
riages,  and  every  kind  of  affiftance  \ 
it  exempted  any  remains  of  their 
fhattered  fortunes,  which  they  could 
carry  along  with  them,  from  all  v 
taxes,  duties,  and  impofitions ;  and 
it  gave  them  the  choice  of  the  places 
where  they  ftiould  refide,  for  the 
purpofes  of  carrying  on  commerce, 
or  ereCting  manufactures,  and  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  fubjeCts. 
rJ  he  ccnduCt  of  Frederic  William  on 
this  occafion  refieffts  great,  honour 
on  his  memory  ;  while  that  of  Lewis 
XIV.  and  his  minifters,  was  in  the 
higheft  degree  barbarous  and  favage. 

it 
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It  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  thefe 
barbarities  were  zealoufly  promoted 
and  encouraged  by  the  famous  Bof- 
fiuet,  biihop  of  Meaux.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  work  contains  many  im¬ 
portant  hiflorical  fadfts,  and  is  juftly 
entitled  to  the  attention  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  public. 

The  Ancient  Hiftory  of  Mexico 
fvas  been  lately  publifhed  at  Cefena, 
in  the  Italian  language,  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  4to.  by  the  abbate  Francefco 
Saverio  Ciavigero.  This  writer  is 
a  native  of  Mexico,  has  refided 
thirty -fix  years  in  feveral  provinces 
of  that  kingdom,  has  learned  the 
Mexican  language,  ft  tidied  the  hif- 
torical  pictures  of  the  Mexicans,  and 
availed  himfelf  of  their  manuferipts, 
and  of  the  inftruddions  of  lkilful  na¬ 
tives.  His  work  was  originally 
written  in  Spanifh,  but  as  he  now 
lives  at  Bologna,  he  has,  at  the  de¬ 
fire  of  his  learned  friends  in  Italy, 
tranfiated  it  into  Italian.  He  has 
dedicated  his  work  to  the  academy 
of  Mexico,  whom  he  advifes,  fince 
the  profefforfhip  of  Mexican  anti¬ 
quities  has  been  abclifhed,  and  the 
antient  paintings  are  become  nearly 
unintelligible,  to  eftablifh  a  mufeum 
for  Mexican  antiquities,  and  to  col¬ 
led!  into  it  all  the  ancient  ftatues, 
arms,  paintings,  mofaics,  the  ma¬ 
nuferipts  of  the  firfi  miffionaries  and 
other  Spaniards,  and  tliofe  of  the  In¬ 
dians  themfelves,  which  are  yet  dif- 
perfed  in  the  libraries  of  fome  con¬ 
vents.  In  the  courfe  of  his  work, 
the  abbate  Ciavigero  treats  copioufly 
not  only  of  the  hiftory,  but  of  the 
political,  military,  and  oeconomical 
conftitution  of  the  Mexican  empire ; 
and  alfo  gives  a  description  of  the 
climate,  mountains,  rivers,  lakes, 
minerals,  plants,  animals,  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  He 
fays,  that  their  language  is  rich,  po- 
Iifined,  and  emphatical ;  that  it  has 


every  word  necefiary  for  expreffing 
abftradt  ideas,  and  has  numerals  to 
denote  any  number  as  far  as  forty- 
eight  millions.  The  Mexican  pic¬ 
tures  exhibited  hiftorical,  mytholo¬ 
gical,  chronological,  and  aftrono* 
mical  accounts,  laws,  cuftoms,  and 
taxes.  According  to  our  author, 
the  ancient  Mexicans  had  a  clear 
notion  of  the  creation,  of  the  de¬ 
luge,  and  of  the  confufion  of 
tongues,  all  which  were  reprefented 
in  their  pictures. 

A  very  confiderable  and  important 
work,  relative  to  the  natural  hiftory 
of  France,  has  lately  been  publifh¬ 
ed  in  that  kingdom,  which  has  been 
examined  by  the  exprefs  order  of 
the  miniftry,  and  has  obtained  the 
approbation  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences.  It  is  entitled,  Hftoire 
Naturelle  dc  la  France  Meridlonale , 
&c.  being  a  natural  hiftory  of  the 
fouthern  parts  of  France,  or  re~ 
fearches  concerning  the  mineralogy 
of  the  provinces  or  diftricts  of  Viva- 
rais,  Vienne,  Valentinois,  Forez, 
Auvergne,  Ufegeois,  Venaiffin,  Pro¬ 
vence,  Nifmes,  Montpelier,  &c. 
as  alfo  concerning  the  natural  ftate 
of  the  Mediterranean  fea,  and  the 
meteors,  trees,  and  animals  of  thofe 
provinces,  enriched  with  engravings, 
and  a  geographical  chart.  Three 
volumes  of  this  work  are  printed  in 
8vo.  and  the  whole  of  the  natural 
hiftory  is  to  be  comprehended  in  fix 
volumes.  It  is  a  performance  which 
exhibits  great  penetration  and  ge¬ 
nius  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the 
ingenious  author,  M.  Giraud  de  So- 
lavie,  will  extend  his  inftrudfive  re- 
fearches  throughout  every  part  of 
France. 

A  military  officer,  in  the  Sardinian 
fervice,  has  publifhed  at  Leiplic,  in 
the  German  language,  in  one  vo¬ 
lume,  8vo.  Thirteen  Letters,  con¬ 
taining 
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taming  a  geographical  defcription  of 
Sardinia,  and  an  hiftorical  account 
of  the  antiquities,  the  political,  ec- 
elefiaftical,  literary,  and  commercial 
Hate  of  that  ifland  ;  and  alio  of  its 
climate  and  productions,  and  the 
manners  of  its  inhabitants.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  book,  that  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  ifland  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  proportioned  to  its  iize,  or  na¬ 
tural  fertility.  In  1758,  the  {even 
cities  and  towns  of  the  ifland  con¬ 
tained  no  more  than  £3,4 51  people, 
and  the  whole  ifland  not  above 
326,445.  That  number  is  now  rifen 
to  3765000,  of  which  the  capital, 
Cagliari,  is  faid  to  contain  from  25 
to  26,000.  The  king  never  refides 
in  it,  the  power  of  the  viceroy  is 
very  confined,  and  the  nobility  are 
in  veiled  with  privileges  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  general  interefts  of 
the  people.  The  clergy  are  rich, 
luxurious,  indolent,  and  ignorant ; 
and  much  of  the  ifland  is  wholly 
uncultivated, 

A  very  elegant  and  accurate  edi¬ 
tion  of  liberates,  with  a  French 
tranflation,  has  been  publiflied  at 
Paris,  both  in  4to.  and  8vo.  by  the 
abbe  Auger,  member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Infcriptions.  And  at 
Vienna  has  been  publiflied,  in  folio, 
the  firft  volume  of  a  new  edition  of 
the  valuable  Arabic,  Perfian,  and 
Turkifh  Dictionary,  by  F.Meninfki. 
This  edition  has  been  corrected,  and 
is  enriched  with  confiderable  addi¬ 
tions,  for  which  the  public  is  in¬ 
debted  to  feveral  members  of  the 
Imperial  Academy  of  Oriental  Lan¬ 
guages,  erected  at  Vienna. 

They  who  are  attentive  to  the 
hiflory  of  Navigation,  will  perufe 
with  pleafure  La  Vie  de  V Infant  Don 
Henri  de  Portugal ,  author  of  the 
firft  difeoveries  which  directed  the 
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navigation  of  the  Europeans  to  the 
Indies,  which  has  been  publiflied  at 
Paris,  in  two  volumes,  i2ino.  It 
was  originally  written  in  the  Portu- 
guefe  language  by  F.  Freire,  a  prieA 
of  the  Oratory  in  Portugal,  and  has 
been  tranilated  into  French  by  the 
abbe  Cournand,  who  has  prefixed  a 
valuable  preliminary  difeourfe,  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  view  of  the  date  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  civil  and  military,  and  of  the 
date  of  the  arts  and  feiences,  of  na¬ 
vigation  and  commerce,  when  the 
prince  of  Portugal  engaged  in  thofe 
enterprises  by  which  he  fo  greatly 
di fl mg ui died  himfelf.  Don  "Henry 
began  his  career  when  the  Italian 
republics  were  the  foie  poffeffors  of 
commerce.  They  were  fupplied 
with  the  precious  commodities  of  the 
Eafi,  at  Confiantinople,  Tripoli, 
Aleppo,  and  other  ports  on  thecoafi: 
of  Syria,  and  alfo  traded  with  the 
foidans  of  Egypt,  who  had  renewed 
the  commerce  with  India  in  its  an¬ 
cient  channel  by  the  Red-Sea.  But 
the  prince  of  Portugal  difplayed  a 
bolder  fpirit  of  navigation,  and  no¬ 
bler  plans  of  difeovery.  He  had 
early  applied  himfelf  to  the  arts  and 
feiences,  and  more  efpecially  to  the 
ftudy  of  geography,  and  being  de- 
firous  of  enriching  his  country  with 
commercial  opulence,  he  turned  his 
views  to  the  ocean,  and  conceived 
the  hopes  of  finding  new  and  wealthy 
regions  by  failing  along  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  By  this  plan  he  avoided  the 
obfiacles  that  might  have  obftrudted 
any  commercial  attempts  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  arifing  from  the  jenloufy 
of  the  Italian  Hates,  or  the  enmity 
of  the  Moors,  who  inhabited  the 
coafis  of  Spain  and  Africa,  The 
moral  qualities  of  Don  Henry  were 
equal  to  his  intellectual;  and,  from 
the  whole  of  his  conduCt,  he  may 
juftly  be  confideced  as  a  very  illuf- 
trious  character. 


A  Hif 


[2^2]  FOREIGN  L  I 

A  Hiflory  of  Difcoveri.es ,  relative 
to  civil  and  natural  hiftory,  rural 
cecoaomy,  commerce,  8rc.  made  by 
various  learned  travellers,  in  feveral 
parts  of  Ruffia  and  Perfia,  has  been 
pubiifned  at  Bern,  in  the  French 
language,  in  four  volumes,  adorned 
tvith  cuts.  Thefe  difeoveries  were 
made  by  MefT.  Gmelin,  Pallas, 
GuMerftedt,  and  their  affochites, 
whom  the  Academy  of  Pet  crib  urg 
had  appointed,  and  furnifhed  with 
inftruments  for  that  purpofe.  It 
was  particularly  given  in  charge  to 
thefe  learned  travellers,  to  make 
curious  and  ufeful  plants  an  objedf 
of  their  refearches  ;  to  reclify  the 
fituation  of  places  ;  to  make  geo 
graphical  and  meteorological  obfer- 
vations  ;  and  to  note  down,  with  ac¬ 
curacy,  whatever  they  found  re¬ 
markable  in  manners,  cuftoms,  lan¬ 
guages,  traditions,  and  antiquities. 
The  laudable  purpofes  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  have  been  very  ably  nccom- 
pliilied  by  thefe  learned  men  ;  and 
the  re fu It  of  their  refearches  has 
been  a  large  German  work,  the 
cjuinteffence  of  which  is  contained 
in  this  inftrudlive  and  entertaining 
French  publication. 

The  chevalier  de  Beaurain  has 
publifhed  atParis,  in  folio,  in  French, 
The  Hiftory  <f  the  Campaigns  of  Hen¬ 
ry  de  la  dour  dd  Auvergne ,  Dif count  of 
Turenne,  in  the  Tears  1672,  1673, 
2674,  and  1675,  drawn  from  the 
original  papers  of  the  marfhal  de 
Turenne,  the  correfpondence  of 
Lewis  XIV.  that  of  his  miniflers, 
and  feveral  other  authentic  memoirs ; 
enriched  with  a  great  number  of 
charts  and  plans,  neceffary  for  the 
explication  of  the  marches,  encamp¬ 
ments,  battles,  fieges,  He.  The 
fplendid  military  talents  of  marfhal 
Turenne  are  well  known  ;  and  thofe 
campaigns  of  his  of  which  an  ac¬ 
count  is  here  given,  arc  thofe  in 
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which  he  had  Monteeuculi  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  who  had  the  mod:  diflin- 
guiflied  merit  in  the  fame  line.  This, 
is  a  very  capital  work  of  the  kind, 
and  is  printed  in  a  mod  magnificent 
manner. 

The  Hi  dory  of  the  Philo fophy  of 
the  Ancients ,  as  it  is  found  in  the 
Writings  of  Cicero ,  digefed  and  il¬ 
ia  (irate  d  1  y  Pajfagps  from  other  Au¬ 
thors ,  publifhed  this  year,  in  8vo, 
at  Berlin,  by  Fred,  Gedike,  director 
of  the  Royal  Gymnafium  in  that 
city,  is  a  very  valuable  work.  The 
iiluftrations  of  that  account  of  the 
ancient  philofophy  which  has  been 
left  us  by  Cicero,  have  been  drawn 
from  feventy  other  writers  ,*  and  the 
whole  work  is  executed  with  tafie 
and  judgment. 

\ 

Mr.  Hirfchel  I  ewin,  chief  rabbi 
at  Berlin,  and  Mr.  Mofes  Mendel- 
fohn,  have  publifhed,  at  Berlin,  in 
the  German  language,  in  Bvo.  The 
Ritual  Laves  of  the  J eves  concerning 
Inheritances ,  Guardianfhip ,  Wills ,  and 
Matrimonial  Affairs ,  Jo  far  as  they 
regard  Property .  This  work  is  drawn 
up  with  a  view  to  affifl  judges  and 
courts  of  law  in  deciding  law-fuits 
between  Jewifh  parties  ;  and  as  it 
contains  very  accurate  information 
on  the  fubjebts  concerning  which  it 
treats,  may  be  extremely  ufeful  for 
the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  intended. 

A  publication  which,  has  been 
printed  this  year  at  Paris,  in  12 mo. 
confiding  of  400  pages,  will  be  an 
acceptable  prefent  to  all  men  of  let¬ 
ters,  and  especially  to  thofe  who  in¬ 
tend  to  vidt  Paris.  This  is,  An 
Hiftorical  EJfay  on  the  King  of 
France's  Library ,  of  the  various 
Collections  of  vohich  it  is  compofed , 
and  of  the  mofi  curious  Ob  fells  con  * 
tabled  in  each  Colic  Cl  ion.  To  vohich 
is  added ?  an  Hiftorical  Lijl  of  the, 
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public  and  private  Libraries  at  Paris . 
This  royal  library  contains  above 
50,000  raanufcripts,  and  more  than 
200,000  printed  books,  betides  a 
vail  number  of  prints,  medals,  an¬ 
tiques,  charts,  maps,  genealogies, 
and  charters.  It  is  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  certain  days  of  the  week,  and 
the  librarians  are  extremely  atten¬ 
tive,  and  felicitous  to  facilitate  the 
refearches  of  thofe  who  have  re¬ 
course  to  it  in  the  profecution  of  any 
branch  of  fcience. 

• 

Dr,  Fontana,  a  phyfician  of  Cre¬ 
mona,  has  publifhed  at  Leghorn,  in 
8vo.  in  Italian,  Objervations  on 
the  Difeafes  to  which  Ruropeans  are 
fubjcff  in  warm  Climates ,  as  alfo  in 
the  Courfe  of  a  long  Navigation , 
made  during  a  Roy  age.  to  the  Left 
Indies,  from  the  Tear  lyjb  to  1781. 
It  is  a  work  of  merit,  and  is  preced¬ 
ed  by  a  judicious  preface,  and  a 
meteorological  journal  of  the  voyage. 
It  may  be  inferred  from  this  publi¬ 
cation,  that  the  diforders  peculiarly 
and  exclulivelv  incident  to  fea- faring 
men,  are  few  in  number  ;  and  that 
the  Italians  are  better  able  to  fup- 
port  long  voyages,  and  warm  cli¬ 
mates,  than  other  Europeans,  on 
account  of  their  gaiety,  their  tem¬ 
perance  in  the  ufe  of  animal  food, 
their  cleanlinefs,  and  the  climate  of 
their  native  country. 

Five  volumes  have  been  printed 
in  qto.  at  Neufchatel,  of  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  works  of  that  celebrated 
ChrifHan  Natural!#  and  Metaphy- 
frcian,  M.  Bonnet  of  Geneva.  As 
it  is  publifhed  under  his  own  inflec¬ 
tion,  large  additions  are  made  to  fe¬ 
deral  of  his  pieces.  An  edition  has 
alfo  been  publifhed  in  8vo, 

A  Didlionvaire  de  Phyfique ,  or 
Dictionary  of  Natural  Philofopby, 
in  four  volumes,  8vo.  has  been  pub¬ 


lifhed  at  Paris,  by  M.  Si  gaud  de  la 
Fond.  It  is  a  performance  of  great 
merit,  and  contains  an  account  of 
all  the  recent  difcoveries  in  natural 
philofophy,  delivered  with  much 
perfpicuity,  precifion,  and  fagacity. 


The  abbe  Leonardo  Ximenes, 
mathematician  to  the  grand-duke  of 
Tufcany,  has  publifhed  at  Florence, 
in  qto.  in  the  Italian  language,  a 
very  ingenious  Theoretical  and  i  r an¬ 
tic  a  '  Treat  if e  concerning  the  R&ffancc 
of  Solids,  confidered  with  relpedt  to 
attrition  or  fridtion. 


The  lovers  of  Natural  Hiflory  will 
be  much  pleafed  with  a  work  pub¬ 
lifhed  this  year  at  Paris,  in  French, 
in  three  volumes,  folio,  by  M.  du 
Hamel.  It  is  a  general  treatife  con¬ 
cerning  fifheries,  and  a  hiflory  of 
the  various  kinds  of  fifh,  and  is  a- 
dorned  with  a  great  number  of  well- 
engraved  plates.  It  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  or  all  the  different  methods 
of  taking  fifh,  and  alfo  a  circum- 
llantial  hiflory  of  aH  thefe  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  waters,  of  their  manner 
of  living  in  frefh  and  in  fait  water, 
their  peregrinations,  and  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  circumfcances  peculiar  to 
their  different  kinds. 

M.  de  Barthez,  fir#  phyfician  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  chancellor  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Medicine  at  Mont¬ 
pelier,  and  member  of  the  Royal 
Academies  of  Paris  and  Berlin,  has 
publifhed  an  eflay  in  qto.  in  the 
French  language,  in  which  he  has 
endeavoured  to  exhibit  a  new  me¬ 
chanical  explication  of  the  progref- 
five  motions  of  men  and  animals. 
The  various  portions  and  exertions 
of  the  parts  of  the  body  in  man, 
and  other  animals,  Handing,  run¬ 
ning,  walking,  or  leaping,  are  de¬ 
fended  in  this  publication  in  a  very 
accurate  and  circumflantial  manner. 

The 
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The  celebrated  abbe  Frill  has  pub- 
lifhed  at  Milan,  in  8vo.  in  Latin, 
Philofophical  Treatifes  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Subjedts  :  1.  On  Meteoro¬ 
logical  Influences  of  the  Moon.  2. 
On  Electrical  Conductors.  3,  On 
the  ACtion  of  Oil  on  Water.  4.  On 
the  Heat  at  the  Surface  and  Centre 
of  the  Earth.  5.  On  Subterraneous 
RivefS. 

At  Paris  have  been  publifhed,  the 
Hi Aory  and  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  that  city  for  the  year 
1778  ;  and  at  Berlin,  New  Memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  Belles  Lettres  of  Berlin,  for 
the  year  1780;  with  the  hifiory 
relative  to  that  year.  At  Rotterdam 
has  alfo  appeared,  the  fifth  volume, 
in  4to.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  Society  of  Experimental  Phi- 
lofophy,  eftablifhed  at  Rotterdam  ; 
and  at  Touloufe,  the  firft  volume, 
in  4to.  of  the  Hifiory  and  Memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
Infcriptions,  and  Belles  Letters  of 
Touloufe.  The  Hifiory  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 
for  the  years  1777,  1778,  and  1779, 
together  with  the  medical  and  phi¬ 
lofophical  memoirs  of  thofe  years, 
have  likewife  been  publilhed  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  in  4to. 

The  friends  of  religious  liberty 
will  perufe  with  much  latisfadtion  a 
P  olitico-Pheological  freatife  concern¬ 
ing  Liberty  of  Conference ,  and  alfo 
concerni?ig  the  civil  and  theological  \ To¬ 
leration  of  the  differ e nt  Religions 
which  are  profeffed  in  the  German  Em¬ 
pire ,  publifhed  at  Vienna,  in  1782, 
in  Latin,  8vo.  by  M.  John  Nep. 
Barthalotti,  profefior  of  divinity  in 
the  univerfity  of  Vienna.  It  is 
written  with  a  truly  Chriftian  fpirir, 
is  calculated  to  promote  the  benevo¬ 
lent  views  of  the  prefent  emperor  of 
Germany,  and  feems  chiefly  defign- 
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ed  for  Undents  of  theology  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  uniyerfities.  The 
learned  author  fhews  the  lignal  ad¬ 
vantages  which  mu  ft  attend  a  fpirit 
of  toleration  in  civil  rulers  and  fo- 
vereigns ;  and  gives  a  fnort  fummary 
of  the  hifiory  of  perfecutio-n.  He 
draws,  from  the  nature  of  religion, 
and  from  the  principles  of  natural 
law,  unanswerable  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  toleration,  and  removes  the 
difficulties  that  may  be  alleged  a- 
gainft  it.  He  concludes  his  work 
with  an  account  of  the  Greek 
churches,  who  feparated  themfelves 
from  the  jurildiCtion  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  deferibing  their  fiate  be¬ 
fore  the  council  of  Florence,  their 
prefent  fiate,  and  the  principal  rea- 
fons  of  their  feparation,  and  point¬ 
ing  out  the  means  of  reftoring  the 
union  that  fubfifted,  in  ancient  times, 
between  the  Greek  and  the  Latin 
churches. 

The  Differtations  on  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion ,  publifhed  by 
Teyler’s  Theological  Society  at 
Haerlem,  have  great  merit ;  and 
this  inftitution  is  excellently  adapted 
for  promoting  the  interefis  of  truth, 
and  of  genuine  and  rational  religion. 

A  very  ingenious  and  Angular 
work  has  been  publifhed  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  language,  in  four  volumes,  4to. 
by  Mr.  John  Gafpard  Lavater,  citi¬ 
zen  and  pafior  of  Zurich.  It  is  Art 
Effay  on  Phyfiognomy ,  or  the  Art 
of  Leading  Faces7  defgncd  to  pro - 
?note  the  Knowledge  and  Love  of 
Manliind ;  and  it  has  been  well 
tranflated  into  the  French  language, 
by  M.  Renfner,  fecretary  to  the 
Pruffian  minifter  at  the  Hague.  The 
author  points  out  very  elaborately 
the  principles  of  phyfiognomy,  and 
endeavours  to  anfvver  the  various  ob¬ 
jections  againftit,  confidered  as  a  Sci¬ 
ence.  He  maintains  the  great  uti¬ 
lity 
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lity  of  acquiring  a  habit  of  obierv- 
iog  the  dole  connexion  between  mo¬ 
ral.  and  phylicai  beauty  ;  and  of 
learning  the  moll  beautiful,  moil 
eloquent,  m-oft  uniform,  and  mo  ft 
forcible  of  all  languages,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  wifdotn,  truth,  and  lim- 
plicity,  the  internal  language  of  the 
heait.  It  is  impoftible,  Mr.  Lava- 
ter  lays,  to  expreis  the  pleafure  that 
he  feels,  when  he  lees  a  ftranger 
come  into  a  room,  who  is  a  being 
of  a  higher  order,  with  the  feal  of 
tne  divine  approbation  upon  him, 
his  face  reflecting  integrity,  and 
every  feature  in  it  announcing  the 
triumph  of  honour  and  reafon.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  work,  our  author 
treats  of  the  liberty  of  man,  and  its 
limits*  Man,  he  fays,  is  free,  juft 
as  the  bird  is  in  its  cage  ;  that  is, 
he  has  a  certain  fphere  of  activity 
and  fenfibility,  beyond  which  he 
cannot  go.  This  fphere  is  deter¬ 
mined,  though  we  know  not  its  pre- 
cife  bounds.  Each  phyflognomy, 
every  character,  is,  indeed,  fufcep- 
tible  of  great  alterations  and  various 
afpeCts,  but  thefe  have  their  deter¬ 
mination  from  the  eflential  nature 
of  each  individual.  Every  man  has 
a  large  fphere  of  activity,  and  is  at 
full  liberty  to  cultivate  his  field  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  foil : 
bin  he  can  only  fow  the  feed  that 
has  been  given  him,  and  cultivate 
the  ground  on  which  he  is  placed. 
Phyfiognomy,  our  author  farther 
oblerves,  is  the  art  ol  diicerning  the 
interior  of  man  by  his  exterior,  or 
of  perceiving,  by  certain  natural  in¬ 
dications  and  charaCteriftics,  quali¬ 
ties  and  objeCts  which  are  inacceffi- 
ble  to  the  external  fenfes.  In  a  ge¬ 
neral  fenfe,  the  whole  body,  its  fur- 
face,  lines,  and  contours,  whether 
in  a  ftate  of  reft  or  activity,  come 
within  the  fphere  of  this  fcience  ;  in 
a  more  limited  fenfe,  the  counte¬ 
nance  alone  is  the  fubjeu  of  its  uc- 


:teratur  e.  [25$] 

ciftons.  All  faces,  forms,  and  creat¬ 
ed  beings,  differ  from  each  other, 
not  only  in  their  claffes,  kinds,  and 
fpecies,  but  alfo  in  their  individu¬ 
ality.  Every  individual  differs  from 
every  other  individual,  even  of  his 
own  fpecies  ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  analogy  between  a  rofe  and  a 
rofe,  one  man  and  another,  and  the 
ftriking  appearances  of  lim Parky 
that  often  take  place  between  indi¬ 
vidual  perfons  or  beings  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  this  ftmilarity  is  never  per¬ 
fect!.  This  truth,  Mr.  Lavatercon- 
fiders  as  the  bafts  of  phyfiognomical 
fcience,  as  it  regards  man  ;  and  be 
thinks  it  evident  from  hence  alone., 
that  there  rnuft  neceftarily  be  a  cer¬ 
tain  relation,  a  natural  analogy  and 
affinity  between  this  external  diver- 
fity  of  countenance  and  figure,  and 
the  internal  diverfity  of  intellectual 
and  moral  character,  that  avowedly 
diftinguifhes  every  individual  of  the 
human  fpecies  one  from  another* 
When  our  author’comes  to  treat  of 
the  harmony  between  natural  and 
moral  beauty,  beauty  of  mind  and 
beauty  of  body,  he  maintains,  and 
indeed  fuffieiently  proves,  that  it  is 
the  tendency  of  virtuous  and  bene¬ 
volent  fentiments  and  habits  to  em- 
bellifh  the  air  of  a  face,  by  imprint¬ 
ing  upon  it  pleating  lines,  which 
become  permanent  through  repetU 
tion,  and  form,  at  length,  an  agree¬ 
able  caff  of  countenance  ;  while  vi¬ 
cious  and  malevolent  affeCtions  pro¬ 
duce  the  contrary  effeCts.  The  au¬ 
thor  difplays  great  ingenuity,  and 
much  good  nefs  of  heart  in  this  work  ; 
but  he  is  often  fanciful ;  and  when 
he  fuppofes,  that  the  powers  and  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  mind  may  be  certainly- 
determined  by  the  ftruCture  and  fitu- 
ation  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  by 
the  configuration  of  the  folid  parts 
of  the  countenance,  by  the  contours 
of  the  ear,  nofe,  upper  lip,  &c.  or 
that  the  fame  fhape  and  dimenfions 

of 
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of  a^face  always  indicate  the  fame 
lines  and  decrees  of  intellectual  and 
moral  character*  we  cannot  but  con- 
fider  his  principles  as  erroneous. 
This  performance  is  adorned  and  il- 
luftrated  by  a  great  number  of  fine 
plates. 

The  ConfeJJlons  of  RouJJeau,  with 
the  Reveries  of  a  folit ary  Walker *  pub¬ 
lifhed  in  French,  in  two  volumes, 
1 2 mo.  are  a  very  extraordinary  per¬ 
formance,  and  contains  many  parti¬ 
culars  unfit  for  the  public  eye.  The 
reader  will  find,  indeed,  fome  fine 
paffages,  and  juft  and  interefting  re¬ 
flexions,  but  attended  with  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  great  men- 
tal  weaknefs,  which  this  molt  ftngu- 
lar  man  occafionally  exhibited. 

They  who  are  attentive  to  Drama¬ 
tic  criticifm,  and  to  the  hiftory  of 
theatres,  will  find  both  entertain¬ 
ment  and  inftruction  in  the  Storia 
C>itica  de  F cat ri  Antiqui  e  Moderni , 
or  Critical  Hiftory  of  ancient  and 
modern  Theatres,  publifhed  in  one 
volume,  8vo.  by  Dr.  Pietro  Napoli 
Signorelli.  The  author  has  pointed 
out  the  diftindlive  merits  of  the 
Greek  tragedians,  and  exhibited  fpe- 
eirnens  of  their  principal  plays.  He 
has  given  a  good  account  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  Italian  theatres,  from  the 
revival  of  letters  ;  but  his  account 
of  the  Englifli  and  French  theatres 
is  more  fuperficial,  and  frequently 
inaccurate. 

M.  de  Haller  has  publifhed  at 
Berne,  in  two  volumes,  8vo.  in  the 
German  language,  an  accurate  ac¬ 


count  of  all_  forts  of  Swifs  coins* 
with  their  refpedlive  intrinftc  and  no¬ 
minal  value,  and  alfo  accounts  of 
the  cabinets  and  works  in  which  they 
are  found,  with  fnort  hiftorical  iU 
luftrations,  adorned  with  plates, 

A  work,  which  will  at  leaft  afford 
fome  amufement,  has  been  publifhed 
at  Paris,  by  M,  Le  Grand  d’Auffy, 
in  three  volumes,  8vo.  under  the 
title  of  H if  or  is  de  la  Vie  privee  deS 
Francois ,  &c.  or  Hiftory  of  the  Pri¬ 
vate  Life  of  the  French,  from  the 
origin  of  that  people  to  the  prefent 
time.  In  this  publication  we  have 
an  account  of  the  vegetables,  animal 
food,  and  liquors,,  of  the  ancient 
and  modern  French  ;  of  their  eating 
furniture,  ornaments  of  the  fable* 
feafts  and  banquets,  and  particular 
cuftoms  and  amufements  at  meals  ; 
together  with  feveral  curious  differ^ 
tations  on  the  articles  of  fi filing* 
hunting,  gardening,  and  other  ob¬ 
jects  relative  to  rural  oecoftomy* 
Three  other  volumes  of  this  work 
are  intended  by  the  author. 

Two  volumes,  in  Svo.  have  been 
publifhed  at  Amfterdam  of  the  Let¬ 
ters  of  the  late  learned  Winckle- 
mann,  which  abound  with  anecdotes 
and  information  relative  to  the  arts, 
the  artifts,  and  ancient  monuments 
difeovered  in  his. long  refidence  ill 
Rome.  They  alfo  contain  a  variety 
of  curious  details  concerning  his  life* 
and  the  means  by  which  he  acquired 
that  knowledge  in  the  works  of  an¬ 
tiquity  for  which  he  was  fo  much 
celebrated. 
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